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G is for Grace, 
and so is this book 
S. N.



L is for Leslie, 
my lovely historian 
N. B.
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INTRODUCTION

You probably enjoy hearing stories of your parents or grandparents. Of course, everybody walked to school back then and it was always snowing! You even like to hear stories about your friends. You know, like the time Jack fell off the boat and got all wet.

You enjoy these stories because the people in them are very special to you. You also like these stories because these stories tell you something about you.

The people of church history are also very special to you. Their story is your story. Their story also tells you something about you. The Bible tells us that we all belong to one big family, the family of God. And there are a lot of stories to be told in this big family. In this book, we can only tell the story of twenty-six of these people because there are only twenty-six letters in our alphabet. But there are many more stories that could be told.

In fact, this story hasn’t even ended yet. Someday you will be adding your own story to it.

So open these pages and meet your new friends. They all have a great story to tell. . . .



SAINT 
AUGUSTINE 

A is for 
apricot, apple, 
and Augustine 
—Africa’s ancient bishop 
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When I was a young boy, I took some pears that did not belong to me. I did not want the pears; I just enjoyed doing wrong. But God loved me and Christ died to forgive all my sin. Years later when I was serving as a bishop, I wrote two famous books. And I worked hard to remind the church that God loves us before we love him.




ANNE BRADSTREET 





B is 
for boat, 
berries, 
and Anne 
Bradstreet, 
America’s 
first bard 
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I was born in England. I would spend my days reading books, especially poetry. Because we weren’t free to practice our faith, we boarded a large boat bound for Boston. My father was the governor of the colony and later my husband was, too. We had a very busy house. At night when it was quiet I would write my poetry. I wrote about kings and queens and nature and about my family. I also wrote about trusting God even during hard times—like when my house burned down. They call me a “bard.” That is a fancy word for “poet.” I just wanted to use my gift to serve and glorify God.



JOHN CALVIN 

C is for catfish, castle, 
and John Calvin, 
champion Reformer 
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I grew up in France and went to college in Paris, a big city with big cathedrals. I was only 14, and I was not very interested in church or in God. Then God captured my heart and made me his child. I left France for Switzerland—but I never learned to yodel. I ended up at the city of Geneva. I taught people all about God’s creation, all about Christ’s death on the cross, and all about becoming good and caring citizens. We sent missionaries across the border into France and even across the seas to Brazil. I wrote many books. In one of them I chimed, “Every blade of grass and every color in this world is intended to make us rejoice in God.”





JOHN DONNE 

D is 
for 
door, 
drawing, 
and John 
Donne 
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I lived in England during the time of the Reformation. England is a really big island. I once said, “No man is an island.” We all depend on each other. I went to Cambridge for study, but I spent most of my time outdoors writing poetry. Then I moved to London. I would walk across the bridges at night and write even more poems. During the day, I was a lawyer and was soon elected a member of Parliament. Finally, when I was forty-five years old I became a pastor. My wife and I had a dozen—that’s twelve— kids. People like to read my poems, saying they’re quite dramatic. My favorite poems were my Devotions. In one of them I said, “Don’t ask for whom the bell tolls, it tolls for thee.”
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