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In "Boy Woodburn," Alfred Ollivant crafts a poignant coming-of-age narrative set against the backdrop of rural England, intricately weaving themes of identity, nature, and the bittersweet passage of time. The novel captures the essence of boyhood through the eyes of its young protagonist, Daniel Woodburn, as he encounters the complexities of adult relationships, moral dilemmas, and the natural world. Ollivant'Äôs evocative prose is rich with vivid imagery and a lyrical quality that resonates with the reader, while the novel's exploration of social class and the generational divide reflects the tensions of early 20th-century British society. Alfred Ollivant, a product of the harsh realities of life in Victorian England, imbues this narrative with a deep-seated understanding of youth and the struggles of growth. His diverse experiences, from being an agricultural worker to a novelist, lend authenticity to Daniel'Äôs challenges as the author subtly critiques societal expectations while celebrating the innocence of youth. Ollivant's background influences the rich depiction of rural landscapes and community life, revealing his appreciation for nature and human connection. "Boy Woodburn" is a must-read for those seeking a profound exploration of adolescence and self-discovery. This novel not only invites readers into the enchanting world of its protagonist but also encourages reflection on the universal journey of growing up. Readers interested in literary fiction that combines emotional depth with beautiful prose will find Ollivant's work both compelling and rewarding.
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In "Joyce of the North Woods," Harriet T. Comstock crafts a vivid narrative that traverses the themes of resilience and self-discovery against the backdrop of the American wilderness. The story follows a young girl named Joyce, whose journey through adversity is depicted with a blend of lyrical prose and rich descriptive imagery, reflecting the literary movements of early 20th-century American regionalism. Comstock's sophisticated style not only captures the rugged beauty of the North Woods but also invites readers to reflect on broader themes of familial bonds and personal growth in the context of nature's trials. Harriet T. Comstock, a prominent figure in early 20th-century American literature, was deeply influenced by her own experiences in rural America. Born into a family of New England roots, her intimate knowledge of the landscape and its culture enriched her storytelling. Comstock often drew inspiration from her surroundings and the complexities of human relationships, allowing her to infuse her narratives with authenticity and emotional depth. "Joyce of the North Woods" is a compelling read for those interested in stories of personal transformation set against the harsh beauty of nature. Comstock's ability to weave intricate character studies with a poignant sense of place makes this book an essential addition to the canon of American literature, inviting readers to explore not just the wilderness, but the wildness within themselves.
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In "Wetzel, the Scout; or, The Captives of the Wilderness," Edward Sylvester Ellis transports readers to the tumultuous American frontier of the early 19th century. This novel blends historical fiction with adventure, chronicling the harrowing experiences of its titular character, Lewis Wetzel, a scout known for his bravery against Native American tribes. Ellis employs a vivid narrative style, rich in descriptive language, which immerses readers in the treacherous landscapes and moral dilemmas of frontier life. Set against the backdrop of the Indian Wars, the novel reflects themes of captivity, resilience, and the complexities of human encounters in the face of conflict, positioning it within the broader context of American settler narratives. Edward Sylvester Ellis, a prolific author and noted representative of American literature, was part of a wave of writers who sought to capture the spirit of the American frontier. Born in 1840, his experiences and observations during a rapidly changing America undoubtedly influenced his writing. Influenced by his personal beliefs in manifest destiny and American exceptionalism, Ellis aimed to depict the valor and conflicts of pioneers and scouts like Wetzel, creating a compelling narrative that both entertains and informs. This engaging historical novel is recommended for readers interested in American history and literature, especially those curious about frontier life and Native American relations. Ellis's skillful storytelling and well-rounded characters make "Wetzel, the Scout" a captivating read for anyone seeking to understand the trials faced by early American settlers and the moral complexities of their existence.
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In "A Young Man's Year," Anthony Hope employs a highly engaging narrative style, blending elements of humor and introspection to explore the fleeting nature of youth and the multifaceted journey of self-discovery. Set against the backdrop of late 19th-century Victorian England, Hope's story unfolds through the experiences of a young protagonist entering adulthood, navigating themes of love, ambition, and societal expectations. The novel is rich in vivid characterizations and sharp social observations, intricately reflecting the cultural milieu of its time. Anthony Hope, renowned for his adventurous tales such as "The Prisoner of Zenda," demonstrates a unique capacity for blending satire and sincerity in his writing. His own upbringing and experiences undoubtedly fueled his exploration of youthful aspirations and romantic entanglements, revealing a profound understanding of the universal challenges faced by young adults. Hope's literary prowess is further enriched by his knowledge of the Victorian era, making his narratives both entertaining and reflective. This compelling novel is a must-read for those interested in the complexities of coming-of-age stories and the societal constructs that shape personal identity. Hope'Äôs insightful commentary invites readers to empathize with the protagonist'Äôs journey, making "A Young Man's Year" a timeless exploration of the trials and triumphs of youth.
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In Zane Grey's electrifying adventure novel, "The Young Lion Hunter," readers are transported to the untamed wilderness of the American west, where the call of the wild reverberates through the narrative. This tale intricately weaves themes of bravery, camaraderie, and the confrontation between civilization and the primal forces of nature. Grey's vibrant prose and deft descriptions paint vivid landscapes and thrilling encounters, encapsulating the spirit of early 20th-century American literature that sought to reconcile humanity's wild roots with contemporary life through the lens of adventure and exploration. Zane Grey, an American author celebrated for his prolific contributions to the genre of outdoor fiction, draws upon his own experiences as a passionate outdoorsman and fisherman, often infusing his narratives with the intricate details of natural life. As the son of a dentist, Grey'Äôs early life was marked by an affinity for storytelling and folklore, eventually leading him to explore the wilds of the American wilderness, which became a reflective backdrop for much of his literary work. "The Young Lion Hunter" is a must-read for enthusiasts of adventure literature and those drawn to tales of personal growth set against nature's relentless backdrop. Grey's masterful storytelling not only entertains but also serves to ignite a sense of adventure within the reader, encouraging a profound appreciation for the beauty and majesty of the wild.
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The only merit that the writer claims for the following pages is, that they contain a record of facts, setting forth the sacred sentiments of duty, religious trust, and the spirit of liberty, amid sufferings-and hardships of persons, whose loyalty was put to the severest test.

It has been beautifully said, "that he who sets a colony on foot designs a great work." "He designs all the good, and all the glory, of which, in the series of ages, it might be the means; and he shall be judged more by the lofty, ultimate aim and result, than by the actual instant motive. You may well admire, therefore, the solemn and adorned plausibilities of the colonizing of Rome from Troy, in the Eneid! Though the leader had been burned out of house and home, and could not choose but go. You may find in the flight of the female founder of the gloomy greatness of Carthage a certain epic interest; yet was she running from the madness of her husband to save her life. Emigration from our stocked communities of undeified men and women, emigration for conquest, for gold, for very restlessness of spirit, if they grow toward an imperial issue, have all thus a prescriptive and recognized ingredient of heroism. But when the immediate motive is as grand as the ultimate hope was lofty, and the ultimate success splendid, then, to use an expression of Bacon's," "the music is fuller."

In the hope that the privations and heroic conduct of those who are the subjects of the story, in the following chapters, may prove as interesting to the public as they did to the writer, when he first learned the history of such heroism, the writer submits them to the reader.

JANUARY, 1889.
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The records of the lives and actions of those who have preceded us in the procession of the generations, are full of instruction and interest. In many instances they hold up to our emulation great models of patriotism, patience, endurance, activity and pluck. It is to be regretted that many documents of past ages have been destroyed through lack of knowledge of their real value, and of the light they would have thrown upon the early history of the country. Some few, regarded merely as the relics of departed ancestors, have been so secretly kept and treasured, that dust, must and rust have all but completely defaced them.

If our ancestors had been wise in preserving the papers of their fathers, long ago there might have been collected from such documents, and displayed, many particulars of positive information concerning the very early history of the English in Acadia.

We might have possessed a much fuller history of the times when great difficulties and dangers opposed the settlers. When rushing rivers had to be crossed without boat or bridge; when men and women often found it necessary to contend single handed with Indians; and when, for meeting the many obstacles that placed themselves in their path, our ancestors were often but poorly equipped.

Whilst we take pride in the hardships cheerfully borne by our forefathers in the early colonial days, may we not be sometimes inclined to forget those fleet-footed, clever, dusky sons of the forest, to whose generous aid they were not infrequently indebted for protection from hostile men and savage beasts, and even sometimes for sustenance?

When we have secured positive information that now and again there have appeared among the brawny men of the forest noble specimens of all that is true and kind, let us not fail to record their deeds of faithfulness and heroism. The least we can do for such is to bring to light their actions and preserve their history. When beneath the shade of the forest, on the trackless desert, on the rushing river, in tempest and thunder, or when watching in the vicinity of an old fort or near the log cabin of the early colonists, the Red man has been found a faithful friend and guide; should not his deeds of kindness, faithfulness and bravery be recorded side by side with those of the noblest of the human race?

The story related in the following chapters has been gathered from facts stated in time-worn documents, which have been lying for generations concealed in a wooden box. The only regret of the writer is, that it was impossible for him to gain access to all the old musty and defaced papers in the box. The old gentleman, in whose possession they were found, is very old and eccentric, and by no effort or persuasion could the writer induce him to part company with the documents, but for a short time. But although the task of procuring them was extremely difficult, and that of deciphering them afterwards was both difficult and tedious, still the satisfaction of having rescued from decay and destruction, what seems so interesting, is satisfaction sufficient for the writer.

That portion of the documents relating the events in connection with the first and second settlement of an English officer and his family, during the last century, in a district which is now said to be one of the most beautiful portions of Canada, is most instructive and interesting, although at times, while deciphering it, the writer felt his blood quicken in its pulsations, and tears forcing their way to the surface.

A few years previous to this English officers first attempt at settlement in Nova Scotia, he came out to Quebec with his regiment. The remaining portion of this introductory chapter will narrate some events in connection with the early life of the officer, his coming to Quebec with his regiment, his short stay there, and his return to his native country:—

On board the transport Pitt, in the year 1765, at Cork, embarked Captain Godfrey with his regiment, the 52nd foot, for Quebec, North America.

On the passage the Pitt was wrecked in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, where Captain Godfrey with his regiment suffered many hardships.

The ship ran ashore in a dense fog, which had prevailed for several days. The Captain remaining by the wreck for eleven days, assisted in saving the lives of the soldiers wives and children, and in landing the King's stores. The transport struck well up the gulf on the Nova Scotian coast (now New Brunswick). The exact locality is not stated. The night of the disaster was densely dark, and soon after striking the ship began to pound and leak badly. Had the wind sprung up during the hours of darkness not a soul on board would have lived to record the tale. Very early the next morning, as Captain Godfrey was standing on the quarter deck, conversing with the officer in charge of the ship, the rain began suddenly to descend in torrents and the wind to freshen. The mist that had enshrouded the ship for so many days, began to lift, and the sun shone through by instalments. Soon it was seen that the Pitt was hemmed in by rocks, almost wedged in among them. Fortunately the storm soon abated, and the situation of the vessel kept her in an upright position. The fog settled down again, and for the next ten days all on board were kept busy in saving their effects and the King's stores.

At the end of ten days all on board were taken off. General Murray, commanding at Quebec, by some means not recorded, having heard of the disaster, sent a man-of-war schooner to the relief of the sufferers, and they were safely conveyed to Quebec.

Captain Godfrey, through exposure and fatigue, contracted a severe cold, and at last, his life being despaired of, the surgeon of the regiment advised his return to England. He applied to General Clavering for leave of absence, or to grant him permission to sell out of the army. The permission being granted, he soon set about preparing to leave Quebec, and rejoin his wife and five children in England. Captain Godfrey notes in a memorandum his great sorrow in parting from his regiment, and that his zeal for serving his King and country was so great that nothing but extreme weakness would have induced him to part from his regiment and King George the Third's service.

Before leaving Quebec to return home to his native land, Captain Godfrey visited the spot where, six years before, the gallant Wolfe had poured out his life's blood in the service of his King and country. Here the Captain knelt and offered up to Him who guides the stars in their courses, thanksgiving for the brilliant and decisive victory gained by the British arms.

The following is from one of his memoranda:—"As I stood, and as I knelt where Wolfe fell, I more than ever realized what it is to be a brave soldier and a good man. As I rose from the spot I whispered to myself, if I am, through the providence of the Almighty, allowed to once again visit my native land, I will go to the widowed mother of General Wolfe and tell her where I have been and what I have seen. That I have stood on the very spot where victory and death gave the crowning lustre to the name of her great son."

Charles Godfrey was born at St. Ann's, England, in the year 1730. The following, copied from an old document, gives a brief sketch of his early career:—"Was put on board His Majesty's ship Bedford, Capt. Cornwall master, in the year 1741, and in 1742 went out to the Mediterranean. In 1743 was at the siege of Villa Franca, where with a large party of seamen was ordered on shore, and quartered at a six gun battery, under the command of Capt. Gugger, of the Royal Artillery. Was at the battle of Toulon, with Admirals Matthews and Lostock, on board said ship Bedford, then commanded by George Townsend. Was at the taking of several rich ships off the Island of Malta, which ships and their cargoes were afterward restored to the Genoese. Continued in the navy till the peace of Utretch, and for sometime subsequently. Afterward, a warrant being procured, attended the Royal Academy at Woolwich as a gentleman cadet, in which station was allowed to remain till 1755. Received a commission, and was appointed to the 52nd foot, by the recommendation of His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge, who was afterwards pleased to recommend me for a Lieutenancy, and a few years later my friends procured for me a Captaincy."
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