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For Mark Chamberlain and Peter Beagrie – two of the finest wingers I was lucky enough to see
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WHAT BETTER WAY TO START THAN WITH THE LYRICS TO…





Delilah





I saw the light on the night that I passed by her window


I saw the flickering shadows of love on her blind


She was my woman


As she deceived me I watched and went out of my mind


My, my, my, Delilah


Why, why, why, Delilah?


I could see that girl was no good for me


But I was lost like a slave that no man could free





At break of day when that man drove away, I was waiting


I crossed the street to her house and she opened the door


She stood there laughing


I felt the knife in my hand and she laughed no more


My, my, my Delilah


Why, why, why Delilah?


So before they come to break down the door


Forgive me Delilah, I just couldn’t take any more





She stood there laughing


I felt the knife in my hand and she laughed no more


My, my, my, Delilah


Why, why, why, Delilah?


So before they come to break down the door


Forgive me Delilah, I just couldn’t take any more


Forgive me Delilah, I just couldn’t take any more




AND WHILE WE’RE SINGING…


Here are some of City’s favourite chants and songs – at least the printable ones!





We are the Potters, the rip-roaring Potters, back in the Prem where Pulis got us, so come on everybody let’s keep Stoke up, keep Stoke up, keep Stoke up!


Who would have believed Slim Shady himself, Eminem, wrote that?





He dives like a tart,


he cries like a kid,


your boy Ronaldo,


loves Real Madrid.


Stoke fans serenade the Madrid-bound Manchester United midfielder during a trip to Old Trafford





Don’t you wish your striker was James Beattie?


Don’tcha? Don’tcha?


Don’t you wish your striker was James Beattie?


Don’tcha? Don’tcha?


The Potters’ fans again show their ability to turn the tune of the day (this time it was a Pussycat Dolls hit) into a terrace classic





Who needs Robinho?


We’ve got Delap’s throw.


An equally lethal weapon when all the assists are counted up





One F in Fuller,


There’s only one F in Fuller!


A clever way round the expletives?





City … City … tell the boys in red and white everything will be alright


City … City … you’re the pride and joy of us today


We’ll be with you, be with you, be with you every step along the way


We’ll be with you, be with you, be with you, be by your side we’ll always stay.


Stoke it up!





Feed the Beast and he will score,


Feed the Beast, Feed the Beast,


Feed the Beast and he will score,


Feed the Beast and he will score!


An ode to Jon ‘The Beast’ Parkin




YOU CAN’T CALL ME AL


Former Stoke City boss Alan A’Court had two nasty brushes with non-League sides during his career. The former Liverpool and England stalwart was playing for Liverpool when Worcester City caused one of the all-time biggest FA Cup shocks by winning 2–1 at Anfield in 1959, and he was in charge of the Potters in 1978 when Blyth Spartans visited the Victoria Ground and, despite being 2–1 down with a few minutes to go, the plucky non-Leaguers bounced back to win 3–2.




BRIGHT SPARKS


The Brightwell brothers Ian and David both played for Manchester City with some distinction but they arrived at the Victoria Ground at the wrong end of their careers. David arrived during the 1995/96 campaign on loan from the Blues and played just once before returning to Maine Road. Ian was signed from Walsall on a free transfer and played four times during the 2001/02 season before his career really nose-dived with a move to Port Vale. The lads are the sons of Olympic athletes Ann Packer and Robbie Brightwell.




BERRY GAUDY?


George Berry was the first City player to sport an afro that accounted for roughly one-third of his total height. Of Caribbean descent, cult figure Berry was born in Germany, raised in the Midlands and played for Wales during a career in which he spent eight years at the Victoria Ground. After a 1987 3–1 home defeat to Manchester City, Berry, who based his hairstyle on the Jackson Five, endeared himself to Stokies by claiming in an after-match interview that the result ‘Did me head in.’ He played for the club between 1982 and 1990 before moving on to Peterborough United.




BERRY GOOD QUOTES


‘My hair is now back to the bone. When I became follicly challenged in my mid-thirties I went through anger, denial and finally acceptance. It’s a shame I’m not still playing or I could have got Gillette to sponsor my haircut.’


GB rues the fact that he can’t join in with the recent re-emergence of afros





‘I always thought Stoke should be back in the Premier League, along with another of my old clubs, Wolves. This season, I don’t think they will finish massively higher than fourth from bottom, but I’d be happy with that.’


GB – happy to be proved wrong!





‘Mind you, he can throw it further than I could kick it.’


GB on Rory Delap





‘They wouldn’t bother if I was playing badly. If I could get them to call me ‘n****r’ I knew I was doing my job. I wasn’t upset by a few NF fans. I was upset if we lost 3–1.’


GB on the only way to respond to racists




ROONEY! ROONEY! ROONEY!


The Potters’ youngest scorer of a hat-trick is Adam Rooney, who collected the matchball after a 5–1 away win at Brighton on 30 April 2006. Rooney was aged 18 years and 9 days at the time.




WORLD CUP POTTERS


The first two Potters to represent their country at the World Cup finals were Gordon Banks in 1970 when he kept goal for England in Mexico, and Sammy McIlroy who represented Northern Ireland in 1982.




PUT IT IN NEUTRAL!


City have played on neutral venues, including Wembley Stadium and the Millennium Stadium, on 23 occasions. Impressively, City have won four of their five appearances at Wembley – an 80 per cent success rate most teams would be happy to swap. The first occasion was in 1899 when the Potters reached the semi-final of the FA Cup where they faced Derby County at Molineux. The Rams triumphed 3–1 on the day to progress to the final. City have met Arsenal four times on neutral venues, in two FA Cup semi-finals and their subsequent replays, while the most unusual reason for playing on somebody else’s patch was the FA Cup third place play-off in 1971 (don’t ask!) when Everton’s 3–2 win meant they could, after all, hire that open-top bus.





Here is the complete list:









	FA Cup






	   Season/Versus


	Score

	Reason

	Ground






	1898/99 v Derby Co

	1–3

	S-F

	Molineux






	1906/07 v West Brom

	0–2

	R1 r

	Villa Park






	1907/08 v Gainsboro’

	3–1

	R2 r

	City Ground






	1909/10 v Exeter City

	2–1

	5RQ r

	Craven Cottage






	1926/27 v Rhyl

	1–2

	R1 r

	Old Trafford






	1930/31 v Man Utd

	2–4

	R3 2nd r

	Anfield






	1931/32 v Sunderland

	2–1

	R4 2nd r

	Maine Road






	1954/55 v Bury

	3–3

	R3 2nd r

	Goodison Park






	1954/55 v Bury

	2–2

	R3 3rd r

	Anfield






	1954/55 v Bury

	3–2

	R3 4th r

	Old Trafford






	1957/58 v Aston Villa

	2–0

	R3 2nd r

	Molineux






	1960/61 v Aldershot

	3–0

	R4 2nd r

	Molineux






	1970/71 v Huddersf’d T

	1–0

	R4 2nd r

	Old Trafford






	1970/71 v Arsenal

	2–2

	S-F

	Hillsborough






	1970/71 v Arsenal

	0–2

	S-F

	Villa Park






	1971/72 v Arsenal

	1–1

	S-F

	Villa Park






	1971/72 v Arsenal

	1–2

	S-F

	Goodison Park






	1971/72 v Everton

	2–3

	3/4 p/o

	Selhurst Park






	2010/11 v Bolton

	5–0

	S-F

	Wembley






	2010/11 v Man City

	0–1

	F

	Wembley






	 






	League Cup






	1963/64 v Scunth’pe Utd

	1–0

	R2 2nd r

	Hillsborough






	1971/72 v West Ham

	0–0

	S-F

	Hillsborough






	1971/72 v West Ham

	3–2

	S-F r

	Old Trafford






	1971/72 v Chelsea

	2–1

	Final

	Wembley






	 






	League play-offs






	2001/02 v Brentford

	2–0

	p/o Final

	Millennium Stadium






	 






	Football League Trophy






	1991/92 v Stockport Co

	1–0

	Final

	Wembley






	1999/2000 v Bristol C

	2–1

	Final

	Wembley










Total record for neutral venues:






	Pld 27

	W 14

	D 5

	L 8

	F 47

	A 36









POTTERS v GALÁCTICOS


Tony Pulis’s Austrian training camp has become almost legendary over the years and has helped strike up an unlikely friendship with Real Madrid who also use the same weeks and base as the Potters. In 2007, City and Madrid met in Irdning for a pre-season friendly that had originally been arranged with previous Galácticos boss Fabio Capello. Goals from Raul and Soldado gave Bernd Schuster’s side a 2–0 win, but this wasn’t the first meeting between the two clubs. In 1963, Madrid were the honoured guests for City’s Centenary match on 24 April and a crowd believed to be in the region of 52,000 witnessed a 2–2 draw at the Victoria Ground.




PULIS SAID IT…


‘If we treat the last 12 games any differently than we have the first 34, we will end up with our pants pulled down and our backsides slapped.’


In response to the question – can City survive?





‘We are not at Crufts, we are at Battersea Dogs’ Home. We go looking for strays, get them in and cuddle them.’


Matthew Etherington’s £3 million purchase is explained





‘The problem with foreign players is they go down and stay down. I was born in Wales, I played my football in England and we are different to them, I suppose. I am not having a go at him [Ballack], it is just their culture.’


On divers





‘You can fool some of the people all of the time, and all of the people some of the time, but you cannot fool all of the people all of the time.’


Abraham Pulis on Arsène Wenger’s damning verdict on City’s tactics





‘Arsène sent me a lovely letter and a signed Arsenal shirt. That was a really nice gesture and I appreciated it. What was said by Arsène Wenger is over, water under the bridge. He is a top-class manager with a top club and top players. We are competitive, sometimes you mis-time tackles. But we haven’t got dirty players.’


Pulis and the professor kiss and make up





‘We’ve shut Beattie down for this week.’


The City boss admits that James Beattie is, in fact, a robot





‘I do not profess to be the person who will go onto the pitch and sing songs after the game – Brownie has got a good voice, I haven’t. Brownie has got a full mop of hair, I haven’t.’


Tony Pulis on what distinguishes him and Phil Brown, though there was no mention of the Cuprinol-style perma-tan Brown has applied annually





‘If we win at Fulham, I will float around the marathon course.’


Pulis was forced to run the London Marathon like everyone else following City’s 1–0 defeat




SARDINE ANYONE?


The 1934 FA Cup tie between Manchester City and the Potters still holds the record for the biggest crowd in a competitive English match, excluding, of course, games played at Wembley Stadium.


Some 84,569 people crammed into Maine Road that day to see Eric Brook’s solitary goal send Manchester City through to the next round while at least etching Stoke’s name into history.




THEY SAID IT ABOUT STANLEY MATTHEWS…


‘You’re 32 – do you think you can make it for another couple of years?’


Blackpool manager Joe Smith in 1947 – Matthews would play on for almost another two decades!





‘The man who taught us the way football should be played.’


Pelé lavishes praise on City’s greatest player





‘I grew up in an era when he was a god to those of us who aspired to play the game. He was a true gentleman and we shall never see his like again.’


Brian Clough – another legend the like of which we shall never see again





‘It is not just in England where his name is famous. All over the world he is regarded as a true football genius.’


German legend Berti Vogts





‘For me this man probably had the greatest name of any player ever, certainly in Britain. I don’t think anyone since had a name so synonymous with football in England.’


Gordon Banks




BOOKED


Here are several books on City worth seeking out which have been published over the years:





Stoke City on This Day: History, Facts and Figures from Every Day of the Year, by Richard Murphy (2009)





… And She Laughed No More: Stoke City’s Premiership Adventure, by Stephen Foster (2008)





Match of My Life – Stoke City: Sixteen Stars Relive Their Greatest Games, by Simon Lowe (2007)





The Legends of Stoke City, by Tony Matthews (2008)





Stoke City’s Greatest Games, by Simon Lowe (2009)





She Stood There Laughing: A Man, His Son and Their Football Club, by Stephen Foster (2004)





Potters at War: Stoke City 1939–47, by Simon Lowe (2004)





Who’s Who of Stoke City, by Tony Matthews (2008)





Tie Me to the Mast: The Football Season Has Begun, by David Johnson (2008)





You Could’ner make it up! The 25 Post-Waddington Stoke City Managers that Led to the Premier League! by D. Lee (2008)





Determined to Win, by George Eastham (1966)





The Science of Football – How to Play and Win, by George Eastham (1964)





My Life in Football, by Alan A’Court





The Working Man’s Ballet, by Alan Hudson





Blue Blood, by Mike Doyle (2003)





The Waddington Years, by Alan Hudson (2008)







WORST KIT?


Fashion-wise, the 1990s were almost on a par with the 1980s with clothing disasters aplenty, so it’s hardly surprising to learn that wearing the 1992/93 City away kit was almost an arrestable offence. Allegedly inspired by television interference, this is one kit that should have never have left the drawing board with its garish purple design and hideous jagged goal line across the upper chest. Just a nightmare from start to finish….




(UN)LUCKY BREAK


There are no records that show how many black cats former City stalwart Denis Smith ran over during his time with the club, but he had the misfortune of having sustained the follwing: five broken legs, four broken noses, a cracked ankle, a broken collar bone, a chipped spine, most of his fingers and toes broken, as well as over 100 stitches at various times in Stoke colours – ouch!




WONG NUMBER


On 3 February 1945 Frank Wong Soo became the first player of Chinese extraction to play for England (and having checked through numerous volumes of stats – he still is the only one!). Indeed, Frank was the first non-white player of any ethnic background to represent England, long before Viv Anderson, the first ‘official’ black player, made his debut for England in 1979.


Frank was born in Buxton, Derbyshire, in 1914 and was the son of a Chinese father and an English mother. While rumours abounded that he did a nice dish of fried rice for dinner guests, he was one of the best inside forwards of the immediate pre-war era, certainly during his time at City, where he formed part of a legendary team that included players such as Sir Stanley Matthews and Neil Franklin. This famous trio played together in the England team that faced Scotland at Villa Park in 1945.
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