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FASHION, CULTURE & ENTERTAINMENT


Monty Python


The BBC satirical comedy Monty Python’s Flying Circus was a huge hit of 1970. Starring Graham Chapman, John Cleese, Terry Gilliam, Eric Idle, Terry Jones and Michael Palin, the sketches were centred on some of the most explosive issues of the time including sex, racism, politics, drugs, mice and molluscs to name but a few. But, the outstanding writing ability from members of the cast turned the show into a huge hit which quickly gained a cult following. With weird and imaginative animation from Terry Gilliam binding sketches, the show sparkled with innovative ideas and pushed the boundaries of acceptability in terms of both style and content. The group chose the name Monty Python purely because they thought it sounded funny.


Cleese and Chapman first met at Cambridge University where they were joined a year later by Idle – all three were members of Footlights – while Palin and Jones met at Oxford University. While on tour with Footlights, Cleese met Gilliam in New York. The Pythons were first united in The Frost Report, a satirical television programme hosted by Sir David Frost (who was secretary of Footlights when Cleese, Chapman and Idle were members).


Sketches relied on off-beat domestic situations and spoof TV interviews or documentaries, where often scenes were ended half way through. With bad taste and incomprehensibility it shocked and confused but was undoubtedly inspired. Juvenile pranks and general silliness were rife, particularly in skits such as The Dead Parrot where John Cleese confronts Palin, playing a shopkeeper, with a dead bird he’d just purchased and ‘The Lumberjack Song’ which begins as a rousing chorus of machismo but quickly turns into a celebration of transvestism.
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Portrait of Monty Python (left to right) John Cleese, Graham Chapman, Michael Palin, Terry Jones, and Eric Idle.
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The pyramid stage at the second Glastonbury Festival.





Monty Python wasn’t just confined to television and led to stage shows, four films, books, albums and computer games.


Glastonbury


The Glastonbury Festival for Contemporary Performing Arts was first held for 1,500 people in 1970. Created by Michael Eavis, the small-scale event was initially called the Pilton Festival and was inspired by Eavis attending an open-air concert by Led Zeppelin at the Bath and West Showground earlier that same year. Today, Glastonbury is the largest greenfield music and performing arts festival in the world, best known for its contemporary music, dance, comedy, theatre, circus and cabaret.


The festival in 2005 attracted more than 150,000 people and had over 385 live performances. Initially, Glastonbury (as it became known in 1971) was heavily influenced by hippie ethics and the free festival movement and is still held today at Worthy Farm, six miles west of Glastonbury itself, overlooking Glastonbury Tor in the vale of Avalon. Many of the earlier festival ideals including Green Futures healing and alternative culture, still exist today.


The second festival held in 1971 called Glastonbury Fayre (filmed by David Puttnam and Nicolas Roeg) was influenced by Andrew Kerr and Arabella Churchill (granddaughter of Winston) and saw the use of the first pyramid stage. Erected from scaffolding and metal sheeting, it was paid for by voluntary contribution and the medieval tradition of music, dance, poetry, theatre and spontaneous entertainment re-emerged therein as jazz and folk music.
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The summer solstice celebrations at the Glastonbury Festival.





The festival lapsed until an unplanned event in 1978 which was followed by an unsuccessful festival the following year. Since 1981, however, Glastonbury has gone from strength to strength despite several years when the festival has not taken place. Apart from technical and security staff the festival is run by volunteers while Oxfam organises stewards. Volunteer staff are recruited from small charities and campaign groups who are rewarded for their work with free entry to the festival, food, transport and donations to their charities by the organisers.
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From left to right, Bill Oddie, Tim Brooke-Taylor and Graeme Garden, stars of ‘The Goodies’.





The Goodies


The Goodies ran from November 1970 to February 1982 and was a surreal television series combining sketches and situation comedy. Created, written and starring Graeme Garden, Tim Brooke-Taylor and Bill Oddie, the show comprises the trio taking on bizarre assignments such as guarding the Crown Jewels, rescuing London from a giant kitten and attempting to put their own world improvement schemes into action.


Although they have common goals, each plays a very different part: Brooke-Taylor is weedy and a royalist; Garden is a mad scientist; while Oddie is an unkempt socialist and cynic. Their plots were bound together by slapstick sketches and spoof commercials.


As well as enjoying TV success, the Goodies also produced successful books such as The Goodies File and The Goodies Book Of Criminal Records as well as chart singles including ‘The Funky Gibbon’ and ‘The Inbetweenies’.


Skirt wars – the mini, the midi and the maxi


In 1970, women had choice. No longer confined to either the miniskirt or trousers, the trendy midiskirt and maxidress were now available. It was imperative to make a fashion statement by the 1970s – for some the chunkier the better for others soft and feminine the preferred choice.


Fashions were outrageous and the miniskirt virtually disappeared (to the disappointment of many men) in favour of the longer length skirts. The midi length came below the knee while the maxi reached floor-level. Evening wear became liberated and women often chose to wear a floor-length maxidress with typical straight or flared empire lines, often with a sequinned fabric bodice and exotic sleeves. In contrast to the mini which tended to reveal all, women opted for longer lengths claiming that the miniskirt exploited women rather than liberated them.


Stylophone


In 1967, Dubreq was founded by Brian Jarvis, his brother Ted Jarvis and Burt Coleman. Together, they worked in the broadcasting and film industry, dubbing and recording film soundtracks – hence the company name, Dubreq.


Brian Jarvis invented the stylophone which was to become a runaway success in 1970 when the company brought in Rolf Harris and his jolly personality to promote the product. Consisting of a metal keyboard that was played by touching the keys with a stylus, the miniature electronic musical instrument was more of a toy and gimmick than a serious musical instrument. Each note was connected to a cheap voltage-controlled oscillator via a different value resistor which, when touched by the stylus, closed the circuit and created a note. More than three million stylophones were sold, mostly to children.




[image: Illustration]


Fashion in 1970.





Despite its gimmick status, David Bowie used a few notes on a stylophone on his hit ‘Space Oddity’ and German group Kraftwerk, known fortheir promotion of electronic music, used it extensively on their album ‘Computer World’. It also featured on Orbital’s 1999 single ‘Style’.


MUSIC


March


Having worked solidly with backing outfit the Grease Band ever since his ‘68 Number 1 ‘With A Little Help From My Friends’, singing gas-fitter Joe Cocker flew into Los Angeles for some much-needed rest and recuperation – only to find himself facing a tour of 58 nights in 48 US cities! Cancelling would, it was heavily hinted, impair his chances of ever working in the States again. Enter Oklahoman keyboard-player Leon Russell, who assembled an 11-piece band and 10-piece backing ‘choir’ in just four frantic days to help a frazzled Cocker fulfil his commitments.
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The infamous Stylophone!
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Joe Cocker in action.





The Mad Dogs and Englishmen Tour left Joe ‘in a heap in Los Angeles’, down and disillusioned with music and all that went with it. Peter Green-style tales of discarded, uncashed royalty chequesnot to mention some undesirable rock’n’roll habits picked up on the road – suggested he’d turned his back for good. But fortunately Cocker survived to sing again, and remains a classic rocker today.


April


Review copies of Paul McCartney’s debut solo album were sent out during the second week of the month, each including a question and answer ‘interview’, written by McCartney, which broke the news to the world that the Beatles were no more. Ironically, McCartney was the last of the Beatles to fly the coop – Ringo Starr had left briefly during the turbulent sessions for the White Album in 1968, George Harrison had walked out during the filming of Let It Be the following January, and in September 1969 John Lennon had ‘wanted a divorce’ following the completion of ‘Abbey Road’ – but in each case their disagreements were kept quiet, and the world remained blissfully unaware.


The dream, however, was well and truly over. After the disastrous Let It Be project, the Beatles had regrouped briefly to produce ‘Abbey Road’, regarded by many as one of their finest achievements. The album’s final recording session, on 20 August 1969, marked the last time all four Beatles would be in a studio together, and by the end of the year Lennon was busy with the Plastic Ono Band and numerous media projects with wife Yoko Ono, and Starr had started work on what would become his debut solo album, ‘Sentimental Journey’. McCartney completed his first solo offering during the spring, recording both at home and at Morgan Studios in northwest London, where he booked sessions under the pseudonym Billy Martin. The project was shrouded in secrecy, and not even the other Beatles were aware of what was happening, in retrospect an indication of how far relations had deteriorated between the Fab Four.


Lennon, especially, was angry that McCartney had stolen his thunder, and the announcement began several years of infighting and bitterness between the former partners, all made worse by the countless lawsuits surrounding the group’s affairs that dragged on throughout the first half of the decade.
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Paul and Linda McCartney on their farm, the day after McCartney started High Court proceedings to seal the final break-up of the Beatles.





August


The third, and until 2002, final Isle of Wight Festival took place over five days at the end of August 1970, featuring many of the biggest names of the day. The festival became regarded as Britain’s ‘Woodstock’, and remains the biggest music festival ever held in the UK. An estimated 600,000 people crammed onto Afton Down to see such legendary performers as Jimi Hendrix, the Doors, Miles Davis and The Who.


But the festival proved to be a logistical nightmare, and became the focus for anti-capitalist and anarchist groups who objected to the £3 admission charge and encouraged fans to break into the site for free. Many did, destroying the perimeter fence and causing havoc for police and festival organisers. Years later, this conflict between the hippie idealism of the 1960s and the commercial imperative of the 1970s was graphically illustrated in Murray Lerner’s film of the event, Message To Love.


In truth, some of the performers were not at their best, most notably the Doors and, disappointingly, Jimi Hendrix. Hendrix suffered technical problems during the early part of his set, and his subsequent efforts could best be described as erratic, a crying shame given that this proved to be the last major show he would play. There were, however, some notable triumphs, with barnstorming sets from home-grown acts like Family, the Who and Jethro Tull to keep the fans happy, and a characteristically eccentric performance from the surprise hit of the event, Tiny Tim. Outside the main arena, perennial festival favourites Hawkwind and the Pink Fairies did their thing in a large tent that became known as ‘Canvas City’, presaging the multi-stage approach of later similar events at Glastonbury and elsewhere.
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View of the audience at the Isle of Wight Festival, estimated at 600,000, East Afton Down, Isle of Wight, August 1970.





Immediately after the event, though, promoter Ron Foulk was adamant – ‘This is the last festival – it began as a beautiful dream but it has got out of control and it is a monster.’


September


Barely three years after he set the music world – and his beloved Stratocaster – alight at the Monterey International Pop Festival, Jimi Hendrix died on 18 September, shortly after being found unconscious in his room at the Samarkand Hotel in London. The inquest held two weeks later recorded an open verdict on the death, which was described as being caused by ‘inhalation of vomit due to barbiturate intoxication’. Just two days earlier, in what proved to be his final performance, the 27-year-old guitarist had jammed with Eric Burdon’s band War on stage at Ronnie Scott’s.


Hendrix had taken the electric guitar into areas other musicians could only dream of. Combining blues, jazz and funk rhythms with lengthy guitar improvisations that exploited feedback and distortion, he produced the soundtrack to the psychedelic explosion of the mid-1960s, and is still regarded as a genius – in 2003, he topped Rolling Stone’s list of the ‘100 greatest guitarists of all time’. His death robbed the world of a unique talent whose work had transformed the sound of rock music forever – we can only imagine what he might have gone on to achieve had he lived...
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Jimi Hendrix playing the guitar at the Isle of Wight Festival.





October


Blues singer Janis Joplin became music’s second bigname casualty of the year on 4 October, when her body was discovered in the Landmark Motor Hotel in Hollywood, California. She had died the day before from an overdose of heroin.
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Portrait of Janis Joplin.





Joplin was, perhaps, the original ‘wild child’, rebelling from an early age against the conservatism of her hometown, Port Arthur in Texas. Dressing outrageously, drinking and swearing heavily, and later sleeping around, she was mostly shunned by her contemporaries, but eventually found her niche among the beatniks at the University of Texas playing blues and folk music in local clubs.


Like Hendrix, Joplin’s big break came at Monterey in June 1967, where her performance with Big Brother and the Holding Company brought wide acclaim and kick-started her career. In the three years that followed, Joplin became a highly respected blues artist with Big Brother and her two subsequent outfits, the Kozmic Blues Band and the Full-Tilt Boogie Band. Her final recordings appeared on the posthumouslyreleased album ‘Pearl’, including the prophetically-titled instrumental ‘Buried Alive In The Blues’, to which her vocals should have been added on the day she died.


SPORT


Mexico World Cup


The 1970 World Cup Finals in Mexico were the first where substitutes were allowed. Substitutes had been introduced in English football in 1965 to replace an injured player but it wasn’t until 1967-68 that two were allowed for tactical reasons. The Finals were also the first to feature the lavish opening ceremony that has since become a tradition.


England went to Mexico as defending Champions, winning two of their three group games 1-0, against Romania and Czechoslovakia. Sandwiched between them was a 1-0 defeat at the hands of Brazil, a match best remembered for Gordon Banks’s save from Pelé’s header.


They met West Germany in the quarter-finals, who exacted revenge for the Final defeat four years earlier with a 3-2 extra-time victory. Sir Alf Ramsey had substituted Bobby Charlton and Martin Peters while 2-0 ahead and this would prove to be the last time Charlton graced an England shirt as he announced his international retirement after the tournament.


West Germany played out a classic match with Italy in an all-European semi-final while Brazil and Uruguay contested their own South American version. In a seven-goal extra-time thriller, Italy edged into the Final while Brazil despatched Uruguay 3-1.
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Brazilian captain Carlos Alberto smiles as he holds aloft the Jules Rimet Cup for Brazil in the World Cup Final, June 1970.







[image: Illustration]


Brazilian forward Pelé celebrates with his teammates.





Brazil drew first blood when Pelé scored after 19 minutes but Boninsegna equalised for the Italians. Three second half goals from Gerson, Jairzinho and Carlos Alberto enabled Brazil to claim their third World Cup title and be awarded the trophy in perpetuity.


Manager Mario Zagallo became the first to win the trophy as both a player (1958 and 1962) and coach. He also coached them to the 1998 tournament in France but they lost to the host nation in the Final.


The 1970 tournament is fondly remembered for fair play and attacking football and not a single player was sent off.


Nijinsky II wins horseracing’s English Triple Crown


Nijinsky II, son of Northern Dancer and Flaming Page, set the racing world alight in 1970 when he captured the English Triple Crown (of St Leger, 2,000 Guineas and Epsom Derby) for the first time since Bahrain in 1935 and legendary jockey Lester Piggott partnered him throughout.
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Lester Piggott riding ‘Nijinsky’.





Having been named Champion two-year-old in England and Ireland the previous season, Nijinsky won the 2,000 Guineas at Newmarket by two and a half lengths from Yellow God. Having won eight consecutive races from eight starts, he was entered in the Epsom Derby and again emerged victorious, this time with the fastest time since 1936.


An attack of ringworm hampered his training but owner Charles Engelhard overruled trainer Vincent O’Brien and Nijinsky entered the St Leger. He won by a length from Meadowville to enter the history books.


After two defeats, he was syndicated to the Claiborne Farm in Kentucky for a then world record of $5,440,000 and died in 1992.


Margaret Court wins tennis Grand Slam


In 1970 Australian Margaret Court – one of the greatest tennis players the game has ever seen – became only the second woman to win the Grand Slam, matching Maureen ‘Little Mo’ Connolly’s achievement 17 years earlier. Her doubles Grand Slam of 1963 makes her the only player – male or female – to have scored a clean sweep at both levels.


Born Margaret Smith on 16 July 1942 in Albury, New South Wales, she started off as a left-hander but then transferred the racquet to her other hand to dominate the world game between 1960-75, winning a record 62 Grand Slam titles (24 singles, 19 doubles and 19 mixed doubles). By comparison, the legendary Martina Navratilova is second in the list with 59.


She registered her first Grand Slam victory in her home tournament in 1960 when she was just 18, and she went on to retain the title another six times in succession, finishing with a record 11 Australian titles. She scored triples (singles, doubles, mixed titles) at the Australian in 1963, French 1964 and the US in 1970.


The 1970 Wimbledon Final has been labelled one of the best female matches of all time with Court, battling with a sprained ankle, overcoming Billie Jean King 14-12, 11-9 in a marathon meeting.


She had retired after the 1966 Wimbledon Championships and married Barry Court the following year before making her comeback in 1968. Her first and second children forced brief interludes in her career (1972 and 1974) but, expecting a third child, she retired permanently in 1977, having been ranked in the World Top Ten 13 times between 1961-75 (seven in the coveted Number 1 slot).


She was inducted into the International Tennis Hall of Fame in 1979 and has become a lay minister.


POLITICS & CURRENT AFFAIRS


Heath becomes Prime Minister


Even though the country had been going through a tough time and prime minister Harold Wilson had alienated a large swathe of the population, when he called a General Election in June 1970 few people expected anything other than another Labour victory. Opinion polls prior to the event had suggested that Labour would be returned to power with a lead of at least 12%, but the pollsters had reckoned without a late swing towards the enigmatic Conservative leader Edward Heath.
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Margaret Court holds the Wimbledon women’s singles trophy above her head after beating Billie Jean King in the Final.
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Edward Heath giving a victory wave as he arrives at Number Ten, after receiving his seal of office from the Queen.





Heath signified a change from traditional Tory leadership to a new ‘middle class’ approach, and this clearly went down well with the ‘floating voters’. He was the son of a carpenter and a maid, and he had attended grammar school before going up to Balliol College, Oxford. He later went into the army, and then became a civil servant, before entering politics. A talented musician and an accomplished yachtsman, he was very different to the old style Conservative leaders. The election gave Heath’s Conservatives a total of 330 seats – 43 more than Labour and an overall majority of 31 seats in the new parliament. The 1970 General Election was also notable for ensuring that the Liberals, under new leader Jeremy Thorpe, lost half of the 12 seats they had previously held.


The election result was a shock to Wilson, but he retained leadership of the Labour Party and lived to fight another day. Heath was in many ways a very unusual man. He was a passionate pro-European, who had opposed the policy of appeasement before the Second World War. He never married and he was leader of the country for only four years, but in many ways he was unlucky. Noted for an appalling accent when speaking French, and for the fact that his shoulders shook violently whenever he laughed, Sir Edward Heath died in 2005, aged 89.


De Gaulle Dies


Charles de Gaulle was born in Lille, in 1890. He was wounded three times in the First World War. He was then captured by the Germans and spent 32 months in prisoner of war camps, from which he made five unsuccessful escape attempts. As far as many French people were concerned, he attained heroic status during World War Two when, after seeing active service, he based himself in England as leader of the ‘Free French’.


De Gaulle was nothing if not an imposing figure. He was 6 feet 5 inches tall, was possessed of a very large nose, and bore himself with an arrogance which was extreme, even by French standards. With the support of Winston Churchill, he was a focal point for French resistance during the latter part of the war, doing his best to unify the various resistance movements operating in France. After the liberation of his country, he became its leader, but resigned after only two months. He remained on the political scene, but later left it – before returning to be elected President in 1958.
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Portrait of the French general and first president of the Fifth Republic, Charles de Gaulle.
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Headlines in a French newspaper announcing the death of Charles de Gaulle.





De Gaulle’s politics were distinctly right-wing. He decided that France should have its own nuclear bomb and, in 1966, he withdrew from the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). He also repaid Britain for its wartime support, by continually blocking its attempts to join the EEC. ‘Non’ he said, and ‘Non’ he meant.


For all his faults, Charles de Gaulle was a brave man, and a true French patriot. He died on 9 November 1970, having requested a private funeral with no orations or undue fuss. He was buried near his country home at Colombey-les-Deux Eglises, but his supporters were unable to stay away: tens of thousands of them lined the streets near the church to say a final adieu.


The Manson Murders


On 25 January 1970, Charles Manson, plus three codefendants, were found guilty of murdering actress Sharon Tate and four others. The trial had lasted 121 days, and Manson himself was sentenced to life imprisonment. The story of Manson, who came from a classic deprived background, seemed at the time to be almost unbelievable. Having spent much of his young life engaged in criminal activities, and having been largely rejected by the music industry, Charles Manson had adopted a hippie, pseudoreligious, lifestyle and attracted followers who became known as ‘The Family’. As leader of this strange cult, he then proceeded to instruct his followers to kill people – especially celebrities. Sharon Tate, wife of film director Roman Polanski, had been eight months pregnant at the time of her murder.


It became clear that Manson’s followers had also committed earlier murders. His particular brand of evil shocked the United States, and indeed the whole world.
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Sharon Tate and her husband, Roman Polanski.
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Police mug shot of cult leader and murderer Charles Manson.
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