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v
            A Death of Stalin Timeline

         

         Note that until 1918 the ‘old-style’ Russian calendar was 13 days behind the Western calendar.

         
            
               

	21 December 1879
            
                        
                        	Official birthday of Stalin (actual date of birth 6 December [old-style], 1878)



	August 1903
            
                        
                        	Formation of Bolshevik faction (splinter group of Russian Social-Democratic Labour Party led by Lenin), later known as the Russian, then Soviet, Communist Party (Bolsheviks)



	November 1903
            
                        
                        	Stalin exile in Siberia (escapes after a couple of months)



	1905–6
            
                        
                        	Revolution in Russia (‘1905 Revolution’), came close to toppling Tsarist government



	December 1905
            
                        
                        	Stalin’s meeting with Lenin in Finland



	Sept. 1910–June 1911
            
                        
                        	Stalin’s second exile in Siberia



	1912
            
                        
                        	Stalin co-opted to Bolshevik Central Committee



	June 1913–Feb 1917
            
                        
                        	Stalin’s third exile in Siberia



	March 1917
            
                        
                        	February [old style calendar] Revolution,’ abdication of Emperor Nicholas II



	November 1917
            
                        
                        	‘October [old style calendar] Revolution’’ Bolsheviks take power



	1918–20
            
                        
                        	Civil War in Russia between ‘Reds’ and ‘Whites’



	16 March 1921
            
                        
                        	Factions banned in resolution of Tenth Party Congress ‘On Party Unity’



	3 April 1922
            
                        
                        	Stalin appointed General Secretary of the Communist (Bolshevik) Party



	26 May 1922
            
                        
                        	Lenin’s first stroke



	21 January 1924
            
                        
                        	Lenin’s death



	31 January 1924
            
                        
                        	Formal establishment of the Soviet Union



	January 1924
            
                        
                        	Victory of ‘Central Committee majority’ (including Stalin) over Trotsky-led (‘Left Opposition’)



	Oct–Nov 1927
            
                        
                        	Defeat of ‘United Opposition’; Trotsky sent into internal exile



	11 February 1929
            
                        
                        	Trotsky’s deportation from Soviet Union



	1928
            
                        
                        	Collectivization drive begins



	1929-32
            
                        
                        	First Five-Year Plan



	21 December 1929
            
                        
                        	Stalin’s 50th birthday celebrated vi




	November 1929
            
                        
                        	Defeat of ‘Right Opposition’



	5 December 1936
            
                        
                        	Stalin Constitution



	1936–1938
            
                        
                        	Great Purges



	23 August 1939
            
                        
                        	German-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact signed



	22 June 1941
            
                        
                        	German attack on the Soviet Union



	June 1941–May 1945
            
                        
                        	‘Great Patriotic War’ (Second World War)



	July 1942–Feb. 1943
            
                        
                        	Battle of Stalingrad



	6 August 1945
            
                        
                        	Atomic bomb dropped by US on Hiroshima



	25 March 1946
            
                        
                        	Churchill’s ‘Iron curtain’ speech in Fulton,

                Missouri



	3 April 1948
            
                        
                        	Marshall Plan (Economic Recovery Act) signed by US President Truman



	June 1948–May 1949
            
                        
                        	Berlin crisis (Soviets impose blockade, Allies airlift supplies)


	21 December 1949


	25 June 1950
            
                        
                        	Stalin’s 70th birthday celebrated



	13 January 1953
            
                        
                        	Outbreak of Korean war



	20 January 1953
            
                        
                        	Arrest of Kremlin doctors announced Inauguration of US President Harry S.



	1 March 1953
            
                        
                        	Truman



	5 March 1953
            
                        
                        	Stalin suffers a stroke



	4 April 1953
            
                        
                        	Stalin dies



	 
            
                        
                        	Announcement of release of Kremlin



	26 June 1953
            
                        
                        	doctors



	27 July 1953
            
                        
                        	Beria’s arrest



	23 December 1953
            
                        
                        	Armistice in Korean War



	25 February 1956
            
                        
                        	Beria’s execution



	 
            
                        
                        	Khrushchev’s ‘Secret Speech’ at Twentieth



	4 November 1956
            
                        
                        	Party Congress



	June 1957
            
                        
                        	Soviet invasion of Hungary



	October 1961
            
                        
                        	Khrushchev’s defeat of ‘anti-party group’



	31 October 1961
            
                        
                        	Twenty-Second Party Congress



	 
            
                        
                        	Moving of Stalin’s body from Mausoleum to



	October 1964
            
                        
                        	Kremlin Wall



	August 1968
            
                        
                        	Khrushchev’s ouster by Brezhnev



	December 1979
            
                        
                        	Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia



	1986–1991
            
                        
                        	Soviet invasion of Afghanistan



	25 December 1991
            
                        
                        	Gorbachev’s perestroika



	2000
            
                        
                        	Dissolution of the Soviet Union



	 
            
                        
                        	Putin becomes President of Russia






         

      

   


   
      
         
vii
            Cast of Characters

            * * *

         

         Alliluyeva, Nadezhda Sergeevna (Nadya) (1901–1932)

         Daughter of revolutionary friend of Stalin active in Caucasus before the revolution; married Stalin as second wife in 1918, mother of Svetlana and Vasily. Engineering student at Industrial Academy. Shot herself after quarrel with Stalin at party, 7 November 1932.

         Alliluyeva, Svetlana (1926–2011)

         Daughter of Joseph Stalin and his second wife Nadezhda Alliluyeva, married to Grigory Morozov (1944–7) and Yuri Zhdanov (1949–52), defected to US 1967.

         Andreyeva, Nina Alexandrovna (1938–2020)

         Chemistry teacher, joined party 1966, critical of perestroika, published essay ‘I cannot forsake my principles’ 13 March 1988.

         
            [image: ]

         

         Beria, Lavrenty Pavlovich (1899–1953)

         Georgian, joined Bolsheviks March 1917, leaded Georgian secret police 1926–31, then 1st secretary of Georgian (Transcaucasian) party in 1930s, to Moscow 1938 as national head of the secret police, candidate member of Politburo 1939, full member 1946. Most active reformer in post–Stalin ‘collective leadership’ until arrest by colleagues June 1953 and execution December 1953.

         Brezhnev, Leonid Ilyich (1906–1982)

         Born Ukraine, identified as Russian, joined Komsomol 1923 then party 1929. Promoted to regional leadership Dnepropetrovsk in wake of Great Purges; political commissar in Army during World War II, 1st secretary Dnepropetrosk after war (working with Khrushchev, his later patron); full member of Politburo 1957, viiisupporting Khrushchev against Anti–Party group; 1964 spearheaded removal of Khrushchev; de facto leader of Politburo and Soviet Union until his death.
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         Bukharin, Nikolai Ivanovich (1888–1938)

         Russian, joined Bolsheviks as student in 1906, then in emigration, Politburo member from 1924–9, ousted as ‘Right Oppositionist 1929, defendant in show trial 1938, shot as ‘enemy of the people.’

         Bulganin, Nikolai Alexandrovich (1895–1975)

         Russian, joined Bolsheviks 1917, deputy minister for defence under Stalin 1944, then minister 1947–55; full member of Politburo 1948–58.

         Churchill, Sir Winston (1974–1965)

         British statesman, organizer of British intervention on side of Whites in Russian Civil War, 1919–21; anti–appeasement of Nazi Germany late 1930s, then Prime Minister 1940–45 (establishing good personal relations with Stalin) and 1951–55. Delivered ‘Iron curtain’ speech in Fulton, Missouri, 5 March 1946, but after Stalin’s death critical of US Secretary of State John Foster Dulles and pushed unsuccessfully for a Summit meeting with Soviet Union.

         Djilas, Milovan (1911–1995)

         Yugoslav communist, wartime partisan working with Josip Broz Tito, visited Moscow and met Stalin 1944 and 1948, minister in Tito’s postwar government until 1953, subsequently in political disgrace after supporting 1956 Hungarian uprising.

         Dobrynin, Anatoly Fedorovich (1919–2010)

         Soviet diplomat, Ambassador in Washington 1962–86, associated with détente. ix

         Dudintsev, Vladimir Dmitrievich (1918–1998)

         Soviet writer, author of a Thaw hit, Not By Bread Alone (1956) and perestroika follow–up White Robes (1987).

         Dulles, Allen W. (1893–1969)

         Office of Strategic Services during Second World War, deputy director, then director of CIA 1951–1961. Brother of John Foster Dulles.

         Dulles, John Foster (1888–1959)

         Republican US Senator 1949, US Secretary of State 1953–9, hard–liner on Soviet Union. Brother of Allen Dulles.

         Ehrenburg, Ilya Grigorevich (1891–1967)

         Soviet writer and journalist, Jewish, well–connected in Soviet political circles, foreign correspondent Spanish Civil War and Second World War, author of The Thaw (1954) and influential reform–oriented memoirs published in the 1960s.

         Ezhov, Nikolai Ivanovich (1895–1940)

         Joined party 1917, working–class origin, worked in Central Committee apparat before becoming head of secret police 1936 and presiding over Great Purges; shot.

         Iannucci, Armando (1963–)

         British satirist, creator of TV series on British and US politics (The Thick of It; Veep); director of film The Death of Stalin (2017), acclaimed in West but banned in Russia, based on graphic novel by Fabien Nury, La mort de Staline.

         Kaganovich, Lazar Moiseevich (1893–1991)

         Jewish working–class, joined Bolsheviks 1911, 1st secretary Moscow party in 1930s, then in charge of railways and various industries; Politburo member 1930–57, ousted as member of ‘Anti–Party Group’ 1957.

         Kamenev, Lev Borisovich (born Rozenfeld, 1883–1936)

         Jewish intellectual, joined Marxist revolutionaries in 1901 and Bolsheviks in 1903, Politburo member 1919–25, with Zinoviev leader of Left Opposition, expelled from party December 1927, defendant in Moscow show trial 1936, shot. x
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         Khrushchev, Nikita Sergeevich (1894–1971)

         Russian, born Ukraine, joined party 1918, succeeded Kaganovich as 1st secretary of Moscow party organization 1935, head of Ukrainian party 1938–49, full member of Politburo (then called Presidium) from 1938, launched de–Stalinization campaign with Secret Speech at Twentieth Party Congress 1956, ousted 1964.

         Kirov, Sergei Mironovich (1886–1934)

         Russian, joined Bolsheviks 1904, worked Caucasus in Civil War, head of Leningrad party committee 1926–34, friend of Stalin, Full member of Politburo 1930, assassinated 1934.

         Istomina, Valentina Vasilevna (1915–1994)

         Housekeeper at Stalin’s dacha.

         Lazurkina, Dora Abramovna (born Klebanova, 1884–1974)

         Marxist revolutionary from 1902, Bolshevik underground worker, after revolution held senior positions in education and party control, arrested in Great Purges 1937, released from Gulag and rehabilitated 1955.

         Lenin, Vladimir Ilyich (real name Ulyanov) (1870–1924)

         Russian, in Russian revolutionary movement since youth, founder in 1903 and leader of Bolshevik party (initially a faction of the Russian Social–Democratic Labour Party), in emigration in Europe 1900–05 and 1908–17, head of government and leader of party after October Revolution, sidelined by strokes from 1922.

         Lozovsky, Solomon Abramovich (born Dridzo, 1878–1952)

         Jewish revolutionary, joined Bolsheviks 1905, émigré in Europe 1908–17, head of Soviet propaganda agency Sovinformbiuro during war with supervisory responsibility for Jewish Anti–Fascist Committee (JAC), defendant in trial of JAC 1952, shot. xi

         Malenkov, Georgy Maximilianovich (1901–1988)

         Russian, joined party as engineering student, worked Central Committee office in mid 1920s, in charge of party organizations and then personnel department in 1930s, full member of Politburo 1946–57, head of Soviet government 1953–5, ousted as member of ‘Anti–party group’ 1957.
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         Mao Tse Tung (Zedong) (1893–1976)

         Chinese Communist revolutionary, foundation leader of People’s Republic of China 1949 initiator of China’s ‘Great Leap Forward’ in late 1950s. Relations with Stalin sometimes rocky but critical of Khrushchev’s de–stalinization in 1956.

         Mikoyan, Anastas Ivanovich (1895–1978)

         Armenian, Bolshevik from 1915, full member of Politburo 1935–66, main governmental responsibilities in external and internal trade and supply. Supporter of Khrushchev and de–stalinization in mid– 1950s; headed Rehabilitation Commission for purge victims.

         Mlynář, Zdenĕk (1930–1997)

         Czech communist, studied law Moscow State University in early 1950s and friend of fellow–student Mikhail Gorbachev, active in Prague Spring (1968) and subsequently expelled from Party after Soviet invasion, emigrated as dissident 1977.

         Molotov, Vyacheslav Mikhailovich (born Skryabin, 1890–1986)

         Russian, joined Bolsheviks as student 1906, full member of Poliburo 1924–57, headed Soviet government 1930–41, foreign minister 1939–49 and 1953–6, negotiated German–Soviet Non–Aggression Pact 1939. In disgrace, but still holding senior positions, 1949 to Stalin’s death. See also Zhemchuzhina, Polina (wife). xii

         Nury, Fabien (1976–)

         French cartoonist and scriptwriter; author, with artist Thierry Robin, of graphic novel La mort de Staline (2010) on which Iannucci’s film The Death of Stalin is based.

         Ordzhonikidze, Grigory Konstantinovich (‘Sergo,’ 1886–1937)

         Georgian, joined Bolshevik 1904, Bolshevik Central Committee member from 1912, headed heavy industry during first two Five–year Plans, full member of Politburo 1930–37. Close friend of Stalin’s until they fell out in lead–up to Great Purges late 1936, committed suicide early 1937.

         Pospelov, Petr Nikolaevich (1898–1979)

         Joined Bolsheviks as student 1816, worked in Central Committee office in 1920s, one of principal authors, under Stalin’s supervision, of The History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks): Short Course (1938); Central Committee secretary and Khrushchev ally 1953–1960.

         Prokofiev, Sergei Sergeevich (1891–1953)

         Renowned Russian/Soviet composer, in emigration after revolution but returned to Soviet Union in 1936 with wife Lina (separated 1941; divorced 1947), criticized by Zhdanov with other ‘modernists’ in late 1940s, died 5 March 1953, same day as Stalin.
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         Prokofieva, Lina (born Carolina Codina, 1897–1989)

         Spanish singer, first wife (married 1923) of composer Sergei Prokofiev; separated from him 1941; divorced 1947; arrested 20 February 1948; freed from Gulag 1956; left the Soviet Union 1974. xiii
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         Putin, Vladimir Vladimirovich (1952–)

         Leningrad working–class origins, economics graduate, then KGB intelligence officer, in Dresden (East Germany) 1985–1990; after collapse of Soviet Union 1991, government work in St. Petersburg under Anatoly Sobchak, then to Moscow as deputy chief of President Yeltsin’s staff; president of Russian Federation 2000–08 and 2012 to present (Prime Minister 2008–12).

         Roosevelt, Franklin D. (1882–1945)

         President of United States 1933–45, Democrat, initiator of ‘New Deal’ in 1930s; worked closely with Stalin during the Second World War, his death on 12 April 1945 much regretted in Soviet Union.

         Sinyavsky, Andrei Donatovich (1925–1967)

         Russian/Soviet literary critic and writer, worked in literary institute with Svetlana Stalina in 1950s, published The Trial Begins (1960) abroad under pseudonym, tried and convicted of ‘anti–Soviet propaganda’ 1966; released from Gulag 1971, emigrated to France 1973.

         Shostakovich, Dmitri Dmitrevich (1906–1975)

         Renowned composer, celebrity in Soviet Union from early successes in 1930s, despite being subject of official censure for modernism in 1936 and 1948; lauded in West and within Soviet intelligentsia as quasi–dissident but joined Communist Party 1960.

         Solzhenitsyn, Alexander Isaevich (1918–2008)

         Arrested while serving World War II and Soviet Army officer, in Gulag 1945–53, made career as writer, initially under Novy mir sponsorship, with Gulag novel One Life in the Life of Ivan Denisovich (1962), followed by First Circle (1968) and the non–fictional Gulag Archipelago, (1974). Expelled from Soviet Union 1974; returned to Russia 1994. xiv
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         Stalin, Iosif Vissarionovich (born Dzugashvili, 1878–1953)

         Georgian, in Marxist revolutionary movement from 1898, Bolshevik from 1903. Founding member of Politburo, which he led from the mid 1920s until his death, general secretary of the party from 1922. Married (1) Ekaterina Svanidze, and 2) Nadezhda Alliluyeva (see separate entry); children Yakov (1907–43), Vasily (see separate entry) and Svetlana (see separate entry)

         Stalina, Svetlana Iosifovna: see Alliluyeva, Stalina 

         Stalin, Vasily Iosifovich (1921–1962)

         Son of Stalin and Nadezhda Alliluyeva, in air–force during and after Second World War, reaching rank of Lieut.–General; heavy drinker, imprisoned for anti–Soviet behavior April 1953–60, then retired on pension.

         Trotsky, Lev Davidovich (born Bronshtein, 1879–1940)

         Joined Marxist revolutionary movement 1897, Menshevik until mid 1917, when he joined the Bolsheviks; prominent in 1905 and 1917 Revolutions in St. Petersburg/Petrograd, leader of Red Army in Civil War, leader of ‘Left Opposition’ after Lenin’s death; expelled from party 1927 and sent into internal exile; deported from USSR to Turkey 1929, assassinated in Mexico by Soviet agent.

         Truman, Harry S. (1884–1972)

         Vice–President of US under President Roosevelt, succeeding on Roosevelt’s death mid term; President April 1945–January 1953; Democrat but viewed by Soviets as hostile, failing to establish rapport with Stalin at Potsdam Conference (August 1945), presiding over onset of Cold War with Berlin airlift and Marshall Plan (1948).

         Tvardovsky, Alexander Trifonovich (1910–1971)

         Soviet poet, son of peasant exiled as ‘kulak’ in early 1930s, author of popular wartime epic Vasily Terkin, reform–minded editor of xvjournal Novy mir (1950–4 and 1958–70), publishing Solzhenitsyn, Ehrenburg and Yevtushenko in 1960s.

         Walter Ulbricht (1893–1973)

         German Communist politician, head Socialist Unity [Communist] Party 1950–71, one of founders of German Democratic Republic (GDR) in 1949, head of its government.

         Vinogradov, Dr. Vladimir Nikitich (1882–1964)

         Distinguished Soviet medical expert, member Academy of Medical Sciences 1944. Personal physician to Stalin and other Politburo members, one of the accused in ‘Doctors’ Plot,’ announced January 1953; released after a few months and resumed medical career.

         Vlasik, Nikolai Sidorich (1896–1967)

         Worked in Soviet security organs, from early 1930s on Stalin’s personal security team, becoming close to family after death of Stalin’s wife. Removed from position 15 December 1952, convicted on corruption charges. Pardoned 1956.

         Voroshilov, Kliment Efremovich (1881–1969)

         Russian, born Ukraine in family of railway worker, joined Bolsheviks 1903; fought with cavalry in Civil War (working with Stalin at Tsaritsyn, later Stalingrad); minister of defence 1925–40; full member of Politburo 1925–60.

         Voznesensky, Nikolai Alekseevich (1903–1950)

         Russian, joined party 1919, worked in planning commission in Leningrad and Moscow, full member of Politburo 1947, removed from all posts March 1949, then arrested and shot.

         Yevtushenko, Yevgeny Aleksandrovich (1933–2017)

         Russian/Soviet poet and writer, Siberian born, came to prominence in Thaw with poems on Babi Yar (1961) and Heirs of Stalin (1962); but political standing dimmed after he signed protest against Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968. During perestroika, directed little–known film Stalin’s Funeral (1990) starring Vanessa Redgrave as one of two lovers who meet in the funeral crowd. xvi

         Zhdanov, Andrei Aleksandrovich (1896–1948)

         Russian, joined party as student 1915, party secretary in Nizhny Novgorod (later Gorky) 1922–34 and Leningrad 1934–44; full member of Politburo 1939–48; headed ‘anti–cosmopolitan’ campaign after the war.

         Zhdanov, Yuri Andreevich (1919–2006)

         Son of Andrei, chemist, headed Science Department of party Central Committee 1948–53’ married to Svetlana Stalina 1949–52.
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         Zhemchuzhina, Polina Semenovna (born Karpovskaya, 1897–1970)

         Jewish tailor’s daughter, joined party 1918; political commissar with Red Army in Civil War, married Molotov 1920; senior posts in cosmetic industry in 1930s and light industry 1939–48; arrested as Zionist 1949 (Molotov had to divorce her), returned from exile and resumed life with Molotov March 1953.

         Zhukov, Georgy Konstantinovich (1896–1974)

         Russian, professional military in Red Army from 1918, joined party 1919, army general 1940, marshal 1943, deputy to Stalin as Supreme Commander of military in Second World War, led victory parade Moscow 1945, demoted 1946, minister of defence 1955–7, key ally of Khrushchev in arrest of Beria and ouster of Anti–Party group.

         Zinoviev, Grigory Evseevich (born Radomylsky, 1883–1936)

         Jewish, in Marxist revolutionary movement from 1901, Bolshevik 1903, émigré close to Lenin before 1917. After revolution, headed Leningrad party organization until 1926, Politburo member 1921–6, in alliance with Stalin against Trotsky in succession struggle after Lenin’s death but then joined Trotsky in opposition; defendant in 1936 Moscow show trial, shot. xvii
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