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INTRODUCTION




Stranger
Things Facts for Kids offers a veritable cavalcade of trivia all about
the popular Netflix science fiction show. A host of facts about
fashion, monsters, the cast, music, references, locations and even
bloopers and mistakes. Grab yourself a waffle and can of New Coke and
get ready for a humongous feast of Stranger Things trivia!



FOOD & DRINK
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You
can see breakfast cereals for Ghostbusters, Pac-Man, Donkey Kong, and
Mr T in Stranger Things 3. These were all real cereals in 1985. There
is a slight goof in The Mall Rats when we see Hopper eating Honey
Smacks breakfast cereal. They were called Sugar Smacks in 1985 and did
not become Honey Smacks until 1986.

Eggo waffles come in a
variety of different flavours. These include pumpkin spice, cinnamon
and brown sugar, chocolate chip muffin, strawberry shortcake, cinnamon
toast, and chocolate chip banana.

Reese's Pieces are a peanut
butter candy introduced in 1977. They became very famous with the 1982
release of E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, in which the candy is featured.
Using Reese’s Pieces in E.T was the idea of a vice president at the
film studio. He'd asked his son which candy E.T might be tempted by.
Reese’s Pieces were called PBs when they were first launched.

Reese's Pieces is named by Will Byers as his favourite candy.

3
Musketeers is a candy bar made by Mars, Incorporated. Introduced in
1932, it is a candy bar consisting of chocolate-covered fluffy whipped
nougat. Dustin names 3 Musketeers as one of his top candy bars in
season two. He also feeds 3 Musketeers to his Upside Down pet Dart.
Dart is named after d'Artagnan from The Three Musketeers. The Three
Musketeers is a novel published in 1844 by French author Alexandre
Dumas. It has been the basis for many films.

The 3 Musketeers candy bar was created in 1932. If you don't live in America, you might know 3 Musketeers as a Milky Way.

Eggo
waffles were invented in San Jose, California, by three brothers, Tony,
Sam, and Frank Dorsa. In 1953, the Dorsa brothers introduced Eggo
frozen waffles to supermarkets throughout the United States. Eggos are
the favourite food of Eleven. She is introduced to Eggos while living
in Mike's basement in season one. Eggo waffles were known as Froffles
when they first appeared in supermarket freezers.

Dustin
complains that "these aren't real Nilla Wafers" when he samples the
food at the (fake) funeral of Will in season one. Nilla Wafers are
often associated with banana pudding. 

Hopper makes Eleven a
'Triple-Decker Eggo Extravaganza' in Stranger Things 2. This calorific
confection contains Eggos, whipped cream, Reese's Pieces, Hershey's
Kisses, and jelly beans.

Mike Wheeler isn't too convinced by
pineapple on pizza in Stranger Things 4 but Eleven seems to like it.
The first person to put pineapple on pizza was said to be Sam
Panopoulos. He was a Greek immigrant who moved to Canada in 1954 and
created the first Hawaiian pizza at his restaurant. 

Keith, the
Palace Arcade manager in Stranger Things 2, is always eating Cheetos.
Cheetos are a cheese puff snack - similar to Wotsits. Matty Cardarople,
who played Keith, had a spit bucket on the set so that he didn't
actually have to eat any Cheetos. It would probably be hard to act with
your mouth full of Cheetos!

Nancy and Steve have Kentucky Fried
Chicken when they have dinner with Barb's parents in Stranger Things 2.
Kentucky Fried Chicken would later change its name to KFC. 

Benny
gives Eleven some strawberry ice cream in the diner in The Vanishing of
Will Byers while he waits for the social services to arrive. Millie
Bobby Brown doesn't like strawberry ice cream but unfortunately for
Millie they had to use that flavour because pink/red shows up much
better onscreen than chocolate or vanilla!

You see a tube of
Pringles in season one. Pringles were actually invented in 1967 but
they only became a widespread brand in 1975. In the scene where Dustin
brings some Pringles to Mike's basement in season one, the props
department have erroneously supplied a 1968 version of the Pringles
tube despite season one being set in 1983. 

Mike disgusts Nancy
in season one by having syrup with his scrambled eggs. To be fair to
Nancy, this could be considered a rather eccentric food combination!

The
PEZ dispenser Dustin brings along with the food in his backpack to
search for Will is a Jack in the Box clown. This is a mistake as it was
made in 1999. Pez is the brand name of an Austrian candy.

You
can see some Wonder Bread in the Byers kitchen in season one. Wonder
Bread was launched in 1921. It was the first American bread brand to
feature open dating as well as nutritional information on its packaging.

In season one you can see some Tab in the Wheeler basement. This was one of the very first sugar free soft drinks.

When
Steve is eating in the school cafeteria in season one with Nancy, Tommy
and Carol, they are drinking a Freeland Dairy orange drink.

Stranger
Things 3 has the characters drinking New Coke. In 1985 Coca-Cola was
rebranded as New Coke and the formula tweaked to make it sweeter like
Pepsi. There were howls of protests from people who liked Coca-Cola
exactly as it was and didn't understand why it had to change. The old
formula was eventually brought back and the company lost millions of
dollars in unsold bottles of New Coke.

New Coke is not the only
soft drink to feature in Stranger Things 3. We see Hopper chug down
some Jolt Cola in the gas station when he's on the road with Joyce and
Alexei. Jolt Cola was launched in 1985. It was a highly caffeinated
beverage - presumably designed to appeal to people who wanted to stay
awake!

In the 1990s, Coca-Cola attempted to market New Coke again as Coke II, but it was ultimately discontinued in 2002.

You
can see Billy has an ICEE Drink in the episode The Sauna Test while at
the pool as a lifeguard. The Icee Company is an American beverage
company located in California. Its flagship product is the Icee
(stylized as ICEE), which is a frozen carbonated beverage available in
fruit and soda flavours.

When we see Hopper in his armchair early on in Stranger Things 3, he is eating a bag of Tostito chips and salsa.

The
TV dinner that Hopper and Eleven sit down to at the end of the first
episode of Stranger Things 2 looks like  sliced turkey with gravy,
peas and mashed potatoes.

Eleven gets revenge on the 'snooty'
girls at the mall in season three by making their Orange Julius drinks
explode. Orange Julius is an American chain of fruit drink beverage
stores that has been in business since the late 1920s. The beverage is
a mixture of ice, orange juice, sweetener, milk, powdered egg whites
and vanilla flavouring.

Dustin brings some Bazooka bubble gum as
part of his food package when the boys decide to search for Will in
season one. This brand of bubble gum was first marketed in 1947.

You can see some Jif Peanut Butter in the Wheeler kitchen in the first season in the classic glass jar.

You can see some Ritz crackers in the old eighties tin during the scenes at Benny's Burgers.

In the last quarter of 2017, Eggo consumption saw a 14% year-on-year increase thanks to Stranger Things.

Scoops
Ahoy is (sadly) fictional but is inspired by the real life company
Baskin-Robbins. Baskin-Robbins did some Stranger Things themed treats
to celebrate the third season. These included Demogorgon Sundaes, the
Byers’ House Lights Polar Pizza Ice Cream Treat, and the Elevenade
Freeze!

In foreign language dubbing of Stranger Things, 'eggo
waffles' was sometimes replaced with something more understandable in
that particular culture. So, for example, eggos became “gofres” in
Castilian Spanish and “panquequas,” or pancakes, in Portuguese.

The
kids have some Yoo-hoo drinks in Stranger Things 3. Yoo-hoo is a brand
of chocolate beverage that was developed by Natale Olivieri in
Garfield, New Jersey in 1928.

The season one finale of Stranger Things apparently created a surge in demand for chocolate pudding. 

The
boys' trick or treat haul in Stranger Things 2 appears to include a Mr.
Goodbar. Mr. Goodbar is a candy bar containing peanuts and chocolate.
It's easy to spot because of the yellow wrapper. 

Bradley’s Big
Buy grocery store in Palmetto, Ga (where Eleven steals the waffles in
season one of Stranger Things) reported that their sales of Eggo
waffles trebled when season three of Stranger Things came out. 

The
term "Slurpee" comes from the slurping sound this beverage makes when
it is consumed through a straw. A man named Omar Knedlik is generally
credited with inventing this drink - though by accident. When his soda
fountain malfunctioned, Knedlik put some soda in the freezer and they
became festooned with ice. The references to 'Slurpees' in Stranger
Things 3 probably derive from the cult Winona Ryder film Heathers. In
that film Winona's character was a fan of cherry Slurpees. 

When
Eleven eats the burger at Benny's Burgers in The Vanishing of Will
Byers, Millie Bobby Brown had a spit bucket so that she didn't have to
eat too much during the takes. 
Millie Bobby Brown said Eleven
eating the fries at Benny's diner in The Vanishing of Will Byers was
pretty awful to shoot because the fries were cold. 

In the
original pilot script, Benny's Burgers was going to be a fish and chip
diner. The fact they didn't do this must have been a relief to Millie
Bobby Brown because the pilot script had a scene where a starving
Eleven bites the head off a raw fish in Benny's diner!

Eleven doesn't eat any Eggos in season three. 

The
slug that Will Byers coughs up at the end of season one was in reality
made of jelly candy and apple sauce. Noah Schnapp found this concoction
revolting.

In conjunction with the release of Stranger Things 3,
500,000 cans of New Coke became available online as part of a special
promotion. In order to produce these limited editions, the Cocoa-Cola
company had to find the New Coke recipe and then produce the drink at
its Atlanta bottling plant. 

In the season one finale of Stranger Things, Dustin searches for chocolate pudding like Chunk in The Goonies.

The
candy store It'Sugar also offered some Stranger Things themed treats by
creating Gummy Eggos and Missing Barb's Malted Milk Balls.
Vinnie’s
Pizzeria in Brooklyn, New York, celebrated the success of the first
season of the show in 2016 by creating some Stranger Things themed
pizzas and dishes. These included the Barbohydrates, Elevenchilada, The
Demogorgonzola, and (naturally) Stranger Wings. They got a mention by
Shannon Purser on social media. 

It is estimated the Coca-Cola
company lost roughly $30 million due to unsold New Coke. It couldn't
have been that bad though because Lucas seemed to like it! 

Millie Bobby Brown says she would much rather have avocado toast for breakfast than Eggo waffles.

A
lot of people wonder if Millie Bobby Brown actually likes Eggo waffles
in real life. The answer seems to be that she doesn't mind them but
they aren't something she would personally go out of her way to
purchase. Millie said that the Eggo eating scenes in season one were
not amazingly pleasant because the waffles were not very fresh. She did
though have a 'spit bucket' for all food scenes. This is something of a
necessity because actors obviously don't want to end up eating endless
amounts of food because of retakes.

Noah Schnapp launched his
own vegan chocolate hazelnut spread in 2022. The product is called tbh
- which stands for 'to be honest'. The ingredients in Noah's healthier
more eco friendly version of that famous 'other' chocolate spread are -
hazelnuts, organic sugar, pea protein, sunflower oil, soluble corn
fiber, organic cocoa powder, cocoa butter, cocoa liquor, sunflower
lecithin, natural flavors, and monk fruit.

Competitive eating
champion Joey Chestnut set a record in 2019 when he ate 81 frozen eggo
waffles in eight minutes. I'd imagine that's the sort of fact which
would give Millie Bobby Brown nightmares! For the record, 81 eggo
waffles contain over 20,000 calories.  

Hopper's beer of
choice - Schlitz - was created in 1849 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Schlitz
was once the biggest beer brand in America but they lost customers
circa the 1970s after they changed their brewing methods - which some
felt made the beer of a poorer quality. The Pabst Brewing Company later
bought the company and still produce Schlitz beer today. The brand is
still held in affection in the American midwest. 

The girls
that Eleven gets revenge on at the mall in Stranger Things 3 by making
an orange drink explode are the same girls that were mean to Dustin at
the Snowball in Stranger Things 2 when he was looking for someone to
dance with.



MONSTERS
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The Mind Flayer in Stranger Things 2 was largely inspired by volcanic eruptions and lightning storms.

Mark
Steger, the man in the Demogorgon suit in season one, says that the
claustrophobia and uncomfortable nature of costumes like this are
actually beneficial when it comes to playing a monster. It took half an
hour for Steger to get into the suit and the elongated arms were
operated by puppeteers. 

The design of Vecna in Stranger Things
4 patently owes something to The Gill-Man in Creature from the Black
Lagoon. Creature from the Black Lagoon is a 1954 horror film. 

Stranger Things is vague on how the Demogorgon detects blood or sound because it doesn't seem to have a nose or ears!

The
Demogorgon in Stranger Things seems to have regenerative healing
abilities. We saw it set on fire in season one and yet later it seemed
to have 'repaired' itself.

The mechanism that controlled the Demogorgon suit in season one was hidden in a backpack beneath the suit.

In
some of the early rejected designs for the Demogorgon the creature was
more plant like and had branches for arms with moss and vines

The Demogorgon was designed to have a prominent silhouette.

The Duffers say it was always their dream to design and create a famous monster and so working on the Demogorgon fulfilled that.

The Duffers say they wanted the Demogorgon to have a slender body just like the Xenomorph in the Alien films.

The
early designs for Vecna were rather different to how he looked in the
end. The first concept art made him appear much paler and covered in
sharp shards - rather like a sleeker and ice glazed version of Doomsday
in the Superman comics. 

The villain in Stranger Things 4 is
named Vecna by the kids. Vecna was a wizard in Dungeons & Dragons.
The character is known as the God of Secrets. Vecna follows in the
tradition of Stranger Things villains in that it is inspired by
Dungeons & Dragons but not strictly the same thing as its board
game counterpart.

The Demogorgon was fully CGI when being hit by
rocks in the classroom in the first season finale. For most of the
season though it was a man in a suit. 

In the early concept art for season one, the Demogorgon had a more humanoid looking face.

The
fleshly fanged face petals on the Demogorgon in season one were
designed so that they never repeated a set pattern. They had to appear
natural and unpredictable.

3D printers were used to create a model of what the Demogorgon would look like.

The toddlers on the set of season one were told the Demogorgon was from Monsters Inc so they wouldn't be afraid of it.

The Demogorgon was built by Spectral Motion. The company had previously worked on Guillermo del Toro’s Hellboy films.

In
Prometheus Unbound, a four-act lyrical drama by Percy Bysshe Shelley,
first published in 1820, the Demorgorgon is described as a "mighty
darkness" rather than a demonic creature and it goes on to save the
protagonist from years of torture.

The Sarlaac Pit in Return of the Jedi was one of the main inspirations for the design of the monster in Stranger Things 3. 

The
way the monster in Stranger Things 3 can 'melt' down and reform into a
bigger mass is evocative of the T-1000 'liquid' Terminator in
Terminator 2: Judgment Day.

In a rejected piece of concept art
for season one, the Demogorgon has huge arms and clawed hands and is
covered in what look like tree roots.

Vecna's design in Stranger
Things 4 also owes something to is DC Comics Swamp Thing. Swamp Thing -
a humanoid/plant elemental creature created by writer Len Wein and
artist Berni Wrightson - made his first appearance in 1971.

Vecna's
hands in Stranger Things 4 contain creepy extra long clawed fingers.
Mechanical metal finger extensions were specially built to add to the
Vecna suit by the prosthetics team. 

The Mind Flayer takes some inspiration from Lovecraft's cosmic entity Cthulhu.

In
Dungeons & Dragons, thessalmonsters are a group of related
creatures designed to resemble the hydra. The thessalhydra first
appeared in first edition in the original Monster Manual II. The
creature features in the boys' Dungeons & Dragons game in episode
eight of season one of Stranger Things. This anticipates the hydra-like
Mind Flayer in season two. 

Gaten Matarazzo said he asked for
Dustin to have a dog in Stranger Things 2 but the Duffers gave Dustin
an Upside Down creature as a pet instead!

Jamie Campbell Bower
needed 25 pieces of latex and silicone rubber glued to his body to
transform into Vecna. The reason they wanted an actor in a suit for
Vecna is that they wanted to go back to the DNA of season one where the
Demogorgon was mostly Mark Steger in an elaborate monster suit. 

The
smoke monster in Stranger Things 2 looks like it might have been
inspired by Maman by the artist Louise Bourgeois. Mamam is a bronze and
marble sculpture that looks like a giant spider.
An early rejected plan for the Demogorgon was that its victims would bleed from the eyes and nose when it got close to them. 

Stilts and puppeteers were used in season one to make the arms and legs of the Demogorgon unusually long and creepy. 

The
special effects team built some animatronic rat models for Stranger
Things 3 but these were discarded because they didn't seem convincing
enough.

The Demogorgon has some obvious physical similarities with the Imps in the Doom video game series.

While
he was in the makeup chair being transformed into the monstrous villain
Vecna on the set of Stranger Things 4, Jamie Campbell Bower would play
some thrash metal tunes to help him get into character. Ironically,
another song he listened to a lot was Placebo's cover of Running Up
That Hill.

For the hospital scenes in stranger Things 3, where
Bruce and Tom become Flayed monsters, the special effects team were
inspired not only by John Carpenter's The Thing but also Frankenstein
and the Hunchback of Notre Dame. 

The sound design of the
Demogorgon took its inspiration from the sound effects that marked the
arrival of the Predator in the classic 1987 film. 

One
shouldn't underestimate the strength of DemoDogs. There have been cases
where they have broken through polycarbonate windows and steel doors.
Suffice to say, containing these creatures is very difficult and
something which will only be a temporary measure. DemoDogs are also
very good at digging tunnels. They will tunnel into a floor or wall if
they believe this is their only means of escape.

One thing we
know about the Upside Down is that it seems to be a dark mirror image
of our own world. Places that exist in our reality seem to exist in the
Upside Down. We saw Will experience an Upside Down version of the
Palace Arcade and hide in the Upside Down version of Castle Byers. When
Will was rescued from the Upside Down in season one, Hopper and Joyce
seemed to be at the Hawkins Library. In a 2018 Stranger Things comic
that shows us what happened to Will when he was trapped in the Upside
Down, Will was able to go into an Upside Down version of the Byers
house and also explore Hawkins. This was of course though a desolate
and decayed version of Hawkins devoid of people. 

Demogorgons
are surprisingly fast. They can run on all fours and have been known to
vanish from the scene in no time at all. There is evidence that they
have some climbing skills and also have the ability to cling to a
ceiling in order to pounce on prey.

The Flayer can communicate
through human hosts and is clearly an entity of intelligence who has no
trouble absorbing intelligence and memories. The entity has the ability
to quickly understand and speak human languages. It is not known what
the true natural composition of the Flayer is. It can take the form of
smoke and in this state often resembles a volcanic cloud. In its smoke
form the mist of the Flayer can be controlled and used to attack and
infiltrate a human host. While we would classify Demogorgons as animal
like the Flayer is more calculating and makes more use of strategy.
This makes the entity a more formidable and complex foe than the native
creatures of the  Upside Dowr. The Flayer is a more supernatural
sort of creature than the Demogorgon which patently makes it even
harder to understand and fight a battle against.

The Martian tripods from HG Wells' The War of the Worlds were an influence on the Mind Flayer in season two.

In
season one, Nancy compares the Demogorgon to a shark in the way that it
can apparently detect blood. Is her shark dialogue accurate? Can sharks
really detect a single drop of blood in the ocean? From American Musuem
& Natural History: 'Sharks are often portrayed as having an almost
supernatural sense of smell. However, reports that sharks can smell a
single drop of blood in a vast ocean are greatly exaggerated. While
some sharks can detect blood at one part per million, that hardly
qualifies as the entire ocean. Sharks do, however, have an acute sense
of smell and a sensitive olfactory system--much more so than humans.
Sharks' nostrils are located on the underside of the snout, and unlike
human nostrils, are used solely for smelling and not for breathing.
They are lined with specialized cells that comprise the olfactory
epithelium. Water flows into the nostrils and dissolved chemicals come
into contact with tissue, exciting receptors in the cells. 

These
signals are then transmitted to the brain and are interpreted as
smells. Because of the extreme sensitivity of these cells, as well as
the fact that the olfactory bulb of the brain is enlarged, sharks can
detect minuscule amounts of certain chemicals. This varies, of course,
among different species of sharks and the chemical in question. The
lemon shark can detect tuna oil at one part per 25 million - that's
equivalent to about 10 drops in an average-sized home swimming pool.
Other types of sharks can detect their prey at one part per 10 billion;
that's one drop in an Olympic-sized swimming pool! Some sharks can
detect these low concentrations of chemicals at prodigious distances -
up to several hundred meters (the length of several football
fields)—depending on a number of factors, particularly the speed and
direction of the water current.'

Dart was depicted by a rubber toy on the set of Stranger Things 2. The digital effects for Dart were added in post-production.

Concept
artist Nuttavut Baiphowongse, who worked for the Aaron Sims company,
released some concept art for alternative designs (that were obviously
rejected in the end) of the Demogorgon in season one. One alternate
version of the Demorgon was much more tree like. The creature had arms
that looked like tree branches. The one thing that the designs all had
in common was that the creature had no eyes. This was taken from Ridley
scott's Alien. The creature in Alien is all the scarier because it
doesn't seem to have eyes.

Senior VFX producer Christina Graff
says it was tricky to make Dart 'cute' in Stranger Things 2 as
Demogorgons have no eyes and so appear naturally sinister and alien. 

A
possible source of inspiration for the Demogorgon in Stranger Things is
Parasyte - a science fiction horror manga series written and
illustrated by Hitoshi Iwaaki and published in Kodansha's Afternoon
magazine from 1988 to 1995. An anime television series adaptation ran
in Japan from 2014 to 2015. Parasyte features a monster with a mouth
that opens like fleshy flower petals.

DemoDogs pose a different
challenge to Demogorgons because they have the ability to hunt in packs
and also seem to know how to execute flanking tactics (note how they
outflanked Steve at the junkyard in Stranger Things 2). DemoDogs are
not as strong as Demogorgons but they do seem to be more agile and
might even be faster. All things considered though you'd probably
rather take your chances with a DemoDog than a Demogorgon. 

Craig
Henighan is the sound designer on Stranger Things. The sound design of
the Demogorgon took its inspiration from the sound effects that marked
the arrival of the Predator in the classic 1987 film. Human and animal
noises were distorted and the audio of water dripping was laced in to
the give the Demogorgon an icky organic aura. Henighan actually voiced
Dustin's Upside Down 'pet' Dart in season two. 

At the end of
Stranger Things 2, Dustin put a DemoDog in the fridge. This was
expected by some fans to perhaps be laying the ground for some sort of
subplot in season three but the DemoDog was never mentioned again. It
seems that the Duffers never intended this to amount to anything or
simply forgot about it (which isn't impossible because in Stranger
Things 4 they famously forgot when Will's birthday is supposed to be).
One of the comics provided as good an explanation as any for what
happened to the DemoDog by revealing that it turned to liquid sludge in
the fridge and was therefore lost to medical science (as Dustin had
presumably intended). 

Some video game fans have suggested that
the Mind Flayer monster in season three might be based on the
necromorphs from Dead Space. Necromorphs are mutated and reanimated
corpses, reshaped into horrific new forms by a recombinant
extraterrestrial infection. The resulting creatures are extremely
aggressive and will attack any uninfected organism on sight. The
Necromorphs are the main antagonists of the Dead Space video game
franchise. 

Notice that Eleven has a scar on her shin in the
roller rink in season four. This is from where the Flayer parasite was
removed in season three.

Demogorgons featured in John Milton's Paradise Lost and Ludovico Ariosto's Orlando Furioso.

In Dungeons & Dragons, the Shadowfell (aka the Plane of Shadow) is a desolate reflection or echo realm. 

Finn Wolfhard thinks Pennywise the clown from Stephen King's IT is scarier than the Demogorgon. 

The
man who played the monster (before the digital effects were done in
post-production) on the set in Stranger Things 3 was stunt coordinator
Ken Barefield. Barefield had to wear a red spandex suit. 

Dustin's
pet DemoDog Dart has something of Ridley Scott's Alien in the manner
that the creature sheds its skin and grows very rapidly. 



FACTS ABOUT  THE CAST
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Sadie Sink's full name is Sadie Elizabeth Sink. 

One
of Sadie Sink's early roles was as Baby Angel Shirley in The Best
Christmas Pageant Ever. This was a community theater production. Sadie
had one line!

The young Max you see during the flashback in the
Stranger Things episode E Pluribus Unum is played by Sadie Sink's
sister Jacey.

Because the character of Max is supposed to be
from California, Sadie Sink had to have a little bit of fake-tan
applied to make it look as if she'd recently got plenty of sun. Sadie
said the smell of fake tanning lotion always reminds her of her early
days on Stranger Things. 
Millie Bobby Brown came up with Eleven's flick of the head to indicate she'd violently dispensed her powers!

Susan Shalhoub Larkin, who plays Hopper's secretary Florence, is the sister of Monk and Galaxy Quest star Tony Shalhoub.

Millie Bobby Brown was - appropriately enough - eleven years-old during the production of season one.

Gaten
Matarazzo had an injured ankle during shooting of the first season
finale but still managed to carry Millie Bobby Brown in the scene where
Dustin carries the exhausted Eleven into the classroom.

Caleb McLaughlin had to audition five times before he got the part of Lucas.

Finn
Wolfhard said he did not enjoy riding Mike Wheeler's bike in the first
season because it was heavy and the gears were messed up. The bikes
they used were not authentic 80s bikes but mash-ups constructed to LOOK
like period BMX bikes. The reason why they couldn't source authentic
80s bikes is because they required so many for stand-ins, stunts, wear
and tear, and stunt-doubles. Yes, even the kids in the first season had
their own stunt doubles!

When the pandemic shut down production
on Stranger Things 4, Gaten Matarazzo, who suddenly found himself at a
loose end, volunteered as a food runner in a Long Beach Island
restaurant. The place where Gaten worked as a food runner during the
hiatus in production on Stranger Things 4 was Bird & Betty's on
Long Beach Island. Gaten said he simply wanted to do something
constructive to kill time until production on Stranger Things began
again.

Charlie Heaton, who plays Jonathan Byers, used to be a
drummer in a band called Comanechi (who became a modest minor cult in
Britain through their eccentric singer Akiko Matsuura).

Linnea
Berthelsen, who played Kali in Stranger Things 2, said she'd never seen
Stranger Things when she was asked to audition for it and so stayed up
until 4 in the morning binge watching the first season.

Natalia
Dyer says Nancy is much more fearless than she is. In real life,
Natalia does not like horror films but says that Stranger Things has
just the right amount of horror for her in that the show is scary but
doesn't have anything too horrific or gruesome. 

Glennellen Anderson, who plays Nicole in episodes 3 and 6 of season one, auditioned for the part of Barb.

The
boys in the cast said they hated having to wear shorts all the time in
Stranger Things 3. They had to wear shorts because that season was set
during the summer. In reality though it got a bit chilly at times
during the shoot. 

Millie Bobby Brown says that when she
auditioned and was cast in Stranger Things she had no idea that Eleven
was going to have super powers.

Chesting Rushing, who plays
Steve's odious friend Tommy in season one, is nothing like the nasty
character he plays in Stranger Things. In real life, Rushing speaks out
against bullying in schools and helped to start a sensory theatre for
special needs children.

Elodie Grace Orkin is the actor who
played the California school bully Angela in Stranger Things 4. Elodie
Grace Orkin is a British-American actor who later appeared in The
Burning Girls with Samantha Morton. Elodie said it was a bit strange
playing a character who bullies Eleven because in real life Millie
Bobby Brown is her biggest acting inspiration!

Joe Keery says he only washes his famous hair once every three days.

Millie
Bobby Brown says she became aware that season one of Stranger Things
was a huge sensation when her modest amount of social media followers
suddenly began to escalate in rather astonishing fashion. During a car
journey her followers jumped from 25 to 1.4 million!

Caleb
McLaughlin, Sadie, and Gaten Matarazzo all vaguely knew each other
before Stranger Things because they had worked on Broadway and the
stage and their paths had crossed. A lot of the younger cast members in
Stranger Things besides have a stage background. Gaten Matarazzo, Caleb
McLaughlin, and Gabriella Pizzolo (who plays Suzie), had all appeared
on Broadway prior to being cast in Stranger Things. 

Sadie Sink
is often seen getting coffee with Stranger Things co-star Gaten
Matarazzo because both their families are based in New Jersey. 

The
younger cast members in Stranger Things started their own group chat
they called Stranger Texts. This group chat is apparently defunct now. 

It was Millie Bobby Brown who persuaded the Duffers to make Eleven and Max friends in season three.

Shannon Purser says that people still send her pictures of themselves dressed as Barb for Halloween.

Millie
Bobby Brown was delighted that Eleven was adopted by Joyce Byers at the
end of season because she finally got some scenes with Noah Schnapp.
Millie and Noah are best friends in real life but their characters
barely say a word to each other in the first three seasons of the show.


Dustin's 'do you like these pearls?' growl/purr in season two
is based on Gaten Matarazzo's impression of Chewbacca from Star Wars.

Sadie Sink starred in the Taylor Swift music film for All Too Well. 

The
body double for the young 1979 lab version of Eleven in Stranger Things
4 was child actor Martie Blair. Blair was best known for playing Bella
in the soap opera The Young and the Restless. CGI was used to impose
the likeness of a younger Millie Bobby Brown over Blair's face.

David Harbour says the kids in the cast were rather baffled by the 1980s telephones when they first saw the Stranger Things sets

Noah
Schnapp thought his Stranger Things audition was terrible and so was
pleasantly surprised when he got the part of Will Byers.

The
finale of Stranger Things 3 features an unexpected duet when Suzie
makes Dustin sing the theme song to The Neverending Story with her
before she will divulge the Planck's constant numbers for the Russian
code. The other cast members only heard the duet when the reactions of
their characters were shot. Their baffled reactions were therefore
genuine.

Aimee Mullins, who plays Terry Ives, competed in the 1996 Paralympics in Atlanta. 

The arc of Steve in season two as the all action babysitter wasn't written until four episodes had already been shot.

The
parents and siblings of the children in the Stranger Things cast were a
regular presence on the set during the early seasons. 

Millie
Bobby Brown says that when she bumped into Caleb McLaughlin again for
the first time after having her hair shaved for the part of Eleven he
had no idea who she was at first.

Maya Hawke deleted her
Instagram account when Stranger Things 3 came out because she feared
that people wouldn't like her new character Robin. 

Millie
Bobby Brown wasn't allowed to say to anyone she would be back in season
two when it started production so that Eleven's return would be more of
a surprise when the promotion started.

Brett Gelman had a language coach for the scenes where Murray speaks Russian in Stranger Things 3 and Stranger Things 4.

David
Harbour says he stopped working out and ate junk food in preparation
for Stranger Things 3 because he wanted Hopper to be bigger than ever
and something of a mess. 

Joe Keery says he really disliked
Steve's Scoops Ahoy costume at first but by the end of the shoot it had
started to grow on him a little bit and he thought it wasn't so bad.

Millie
Bobby Brown says she didn't like the fact that Mike and Eleven broke up
during Stranger Things 3 and was happy that they reunited in the end.

Noah Schnapp confessed that he has stolen some underwear from the Stranger Things costume department!

The
frequent fight scenes for Hopper in Stranger Things 3 apparently came
about because David Harbour jokingly complained to the Duffers that
Hopper never got to punch anyone in season two!

Finn Wolfhard was sick when the Duffer Brothers were casting Stranger Things and ended up auditioning via video from his bed.

Winona Ryder said she has own back story for Joyce. She thinks Joyce was probably a sixties hippie.

Millie
Bobby Brown won plaudits for a role in the BBC America series Intruders
before Stranger Things. Stephen King singled her out for praise. 

Paul
Reiser said that when he started shooting Stranger Things 2 he only had
a few scripts and so had no idea if Dr Owens was going to turn out to
be good or a villain. 

Noah Schnapp was away at Summer Camp when the Duffer Brothers telephoned him to say he had got the part of Will Byers. 

David Harbour said it was his suggestion that Hopper should sacrifice himself in Stranger Things 3. 

Millie Bobby Brown as Eleven says only 246 words in season one of Stranger Things.

Gaten Matarazzo said that he and the other younger cast members loved night shoots most of all on Stranger Things. 

The
casting of Winona Ryder (who was a big star in the 1990s so very well
known) in Stranger Things happily mitigated any desire Netflix might
have had to pursue better known actors for the other parts. This
allowed the Duffers and their casting director to cast who they wanted
- even if those people were complete unknowns who hadn't done anything
else.

Joe Keery and Noah Schnapp were upgraded to full recurring cast members for Stranger Things 2. 

Shannon Purser said they covered the set in glycerin and slime to shoot Barb's death scene in season one. 

Gabriella Pizzolo was a big fan of The Neverending Story even before being cast in Stranger Things 3. 

The makeup department smeared Dacre Montgomery in lipgloss during The Sauna Test to make Billy look hot and sweaty.

Joe
Keery and Dacre Montgomery had to do a lot of basketball practice to
prepare for the basketball scenes in Stranger Things 2. 

Cary Elwes was already a fan of Stranger Things when he was cast as Mayor Kline.  

Barb's
death scene was no picnic for Shannon Purser. She was covered in slime
and had crew members yanking her ankles to depict the monster trying to
drag her into the swimming pool. 

Charlie Heaton punched Joe
Keery a couple of times by accident when they shot the alley fight
between Jonathan and Steve in season one. 

Noah Schnapp said
that the first season was strange for him because, unlike the other
cast members, he commuted to Atlanta from New York. It was only on
season two (where  Schnapp and his family were based in Atlanta
like the others) where he felt like a main member of the cast.

In
the season two episode Trick or Treat, Freak, we see a flashback
depicting how Eleven escaped from the Upside Down. By this time, Millie
Bobby Brown's hair had grown considerably since season one so they had
to use computer generated effects to recreate her season one buzzcut.

In
the scene at the end of The Mind Flayer, where Eleven finally returns
and sees Mike for the first time, Finn Wolfhard was not on the set that
day so Millie Bobby Brown had to do Eleven's reaction shot (at seeing
Mike) alone. 
Finn Wolfhard said the Dustin/Suzie Neverending Story song duet is the sequence he loves the most in Stranger Things. 

The
Duffer Brothers say they decided to cast David Harbour as Jim Hopper
after watching him in the 2014 WGN America show Manhattan. Manhattan
was a short lived show about the American government project that
created the first atomic weapons. 

John Paul Reynolds, who
plays Officer Callahan in Stranger Things, said that he is the only
cast member who is never recognised or asked for an autograph!

Gaten
Matazarro said he was banned from sending his brother texts during
production on Stranger Things 2 because they were afraid to might let
slip a spoiler.

Millie Bobby Brown said that Noah Schnapp had a
comical mishap on the set of Stranger Things 2 when he got stuck in a
chair. This was presumably during the sequence where Will Byers is tied
down so that the Flayer can be burned from him.

Dacre Montgomery wore his own Saint Christopher necklace while playing Billy in Stranger Things.

Tinsley
Price and Anniston Price, who are identical twins, alternated as Holly
Wheeler in the early seasons of Stranger Things. In the fifth season
the role of Holly is played by Nell Fisher. Nell Fisher is an English
child actor who appeared in the films Evil Dead Rise and Bookworm. 

Linda
Hamilton is a guest star in Stranger Things 5. Linda Hamilton is best
known for her role as Sarah Connor in the Terminator films. 

Shannon Purser says she got quite emotional when she watched Barb's funeral scene in Stranger Things 2.

Francesca Reale, who plays the lifeguard Heather in Stranger Things 3, originally auditioned for the part of Robin Buckley. 

Winona Ryder and Maya Hawke have both played Jo March in adaptions of Little Women.

Caleb
McLaughlin says that when the Duffers telephoned him to tell him he had
won the part of Lucas, they sounded downbeat at first because (as it
later transpired) they wanted to 'prank' him into thinking he hadn't
got the part!

Maya Hawke's parents, Ethan Hawke and Urma Thurman, are both famous actors.

Joe Keery says he only washes his famous hair once every three days.

The kids in Stranger Things went out trick or treating together at Halloween for real the year that Stranger Things 2 came out.

David Harbour says that when he took a 'which Stranger Things character are you?' test he ended up as the Demogorgon!

Dacre
Montgomery, who is Australian, says he listened to a lot of podcasts in
order to make his American accent in Stranger Things convincing.

Joe
Keery says it was very time consuming to shoot the scenes where Steve
and Robin are tied up in the Soviet base in Stranger Things 3 because
it took ages to untie and tie the knots whenever they took a break.

Matt Duffer says that they gave Erica an expanded role in season three because she was very "GIF-able" in season two!

Natalia Dyer and Millie Bobby Brown have the same stunt double.

In her first week working on Stranger Things 2, Sadie Sink went to an Adele concert with Millie Bobby Brown.

Joe
Keery says he was very surprised when he read the Stranger Things 3
scripts and saw that Steve Harrington would be spending nearly the
entire season in a sailor costume! 

Stranger Things did not
resort to CGI to depict Eleven's nosebleeds. It's still a fake blood
formula that Millie Bobby Brown injects up her nose before each scene.

Millie
Bobby Brown was still recovering from a broken kneecap when parts of
Stranger Things 3 were shot. A stunt double had to fill in for her in
the scene where Eleven and Max are on their bikes in the storm.

Chris
Sullivan, who portrayed the doomed diner owner Benny in season one of
Stranger Things, played 'Taserface' in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2.

Priah Ferguson said she had never watched Stranger Things until she was cast as Erica in the show. 

Sadie
Sink said she was originally rejected for the part of Max because she
was deemed too old. She begged for a chance to read again though and
eventually won them over. 

Finn Wolfhard is the nephew of the actor Hadley Kay. Hadley was a child actor himself and appeared in films like Superman II. 

Winona Ryder said she had no idea what 'streaming' meant when she was told that Stranger Things would be on Netflix. 

In
2018, Millie Bobby Brown and Gaten Matarazzo sent messages of support
to a young boy who threw a Stranger Things party that no one turned up
to.
Millie Bobby Brown had never heard of Eggo waffles when she was cast in Stranger Things. 

Millie
Bobby Brown was rather bemused and baffled when she visited a German
Comic Con event and found that the audience seemed a little hostile to
the Stranger Things character Mike Wheeler for some reason. Millie
jokingly said she would tell Finn Wolfhard to avoid Germany!

Joe Keery says he still had a job waiting tables when he was told he had the part of Steve.

Millie
Bobby Brown says that in season one when she had finished her own
scenes she would sneak back onto the set to watch Winona Ryder work.

Gaten Matarazzo says it was his idea to open season two in an arcade.

David Harbour says that if he had to cosplay as one character it would be Barb.

Millie Bobby Brown says in real life that her lucky number is 8.

Gaten Matarazzo's family run a diner called Matarazzo's Pizzeria and Restaurant in New Jersey. 

Winona is a Sioux Indian name meaning firstborn daughter.

Winona
Ryder was born in 1971 and so in 1983 would have been more or less the
same age as the kids were meant to be in season one.

The Duffers
were so determined to get Paul Reiser to play Dr Owens in Stranger
Things 2 that the character - who had yet to be named - was known as
'Dr Reiser' in the early script.

Millie Bobby Brown has displayed her penchant for rapping twice on the Jimmy Fallon show.

Charlie
Heaton and Natalia Dyer, who play lovebirds Jonathan and Nancy, found
romance together in real life too when it was confirmed in 2017 that
they were dating.

David Harbour said it was wonderful to work
with Winona Ryder because he had been a fan of her since the 1980s when
he saw her in the film Heathers.

Noah Schnapp also wore a hairpiece in Stranger Things 2. His own hair was too short for Will's signature 'bowl cut'.

Noah Schnapp did so much screaming in the Stranger Things 2 finale he lost his voice for three days.

Millie Bobby Brown briefly held up production of season one when she turned up for work one morning covered in glitter. 

Winona
Ryder said she had to cry for real in Stranger Things because she's
allergic to the chemical they use to make actors tear up.

Caleb
McLaughlin nearly didn't turn up for the Stranger Things auditions
because he was dejected at the time after some rejections for other
acting jobs.

Winona Ryder made her film debut in the cult 1986
teen drama/comedy Lucas with Corey Haim and Kerri Green. She quickly
became a prolific and much in demand teen actress with roles in films
like Tim Burton's Beetlejuice, the cult black comedy Heathers, and
biopic Great Balls of Fire! In 1990 she acted in Tim Burton's cult
classic Edward Scissorhands and was nominated for a golden globe for
her role in Mermaids with Cher. Winona's talents were such that she
worked with some of the most revered directors in the film industry
over the next few years - Dracula for Francis Ford Coppola, Night on
Earth for Jim Jarmusch, and The Age of Innocence for Martin Scorsese. 

The
films that followed included The Crucible, Reality Bites and How to
Make an American Quilt. In 1997, Winona played the android Call
alongside Sigourney Weaver in Alien: Resurrection. Winona was asked to
be in Alien Resurrection when the producers heard she was a big fan of
Alien and had always wanted to be in a sci-fi film. Winona suffered a
panic attack shooting the underwater sequence in the film because of a
childhood incident where she nearly drowned at the age of 12. In 1999,
Winona was the lead actress and executive producer on her dream project
- an adaptation of 'Girl, Interrupted', Susanna Kaysen's 1993 memoir
about the two years she spent in the late 1960s at the famous McLean
Hospital (of Sylvia Plath fame) in a psychiatric ward for teenage girls
after a short session with a psychiatrist she'd never seen before.
Ryder had spent seven years trying to secure the rights and bring the
book to the screen. The film met with a mixed reception but it did
propel the still relatively unknown Angelina Jolie to fame. 

Finn
Wolfhard said that when they were shooting the first season of Stranger
Things he assumed that it would be a show that would fly under the
radar and not be seen by many people but then perhaps became a minor
cult classic in years to come. He had no idea that the show would enjoy
such mainstream success. 

Millie Bobby Brown estimates that she
only had to really eat the equivalent of two eggo waffles despite all
the scenes of Eleven with them in season one.

Natalia Dyer made her film debut in Hannah Montana: The Movie.

Kate
Bush has an important sonic role in Stranger Things 4 as the musical
guardian of Max Mayfield. When the producers decided that they wanted
to use her song Running Up That Hill in the show they had to, as is
custom, approach the artist to ask permission. Given that Kate Bush is
rather reclusive and enigmatic it was certainly open to question
whether or not contact would be made - let alone permission to use
Running Up That Hill. To the delight of the Duffer Brothers though it
transpired that Kate Bush was actually a big fan of Stranger Things and
more than happy to let her song be used in the show. 

Charlie Heaton says he won the part of Jonathan while conducting a Skype audition in a London burger bar! 

Sadie Sink says that - unlike her character Max - in real life she was terrible at playing the video games in the arcade.

Gaten
Matarazzo's voice changed so much around the time  of season one
of Stranger Things that he wasn't allowed to dub any of Dustin
Henderson's dialogue during the ADR (Automated Dialogue Replacement)
process. ADR is when actors go back to re-voice some lines that were
not picked up very well on audio.

Millie Bobby Brown unsuccessfully auditioned for leading (child) roles in Logan and The BFG.

Noah
Schnapp and Gaten Matterazzo both auditioned for the part of Mike
Wheeler before being assigned other roles in Stranger Things. 

The
sketches that Will draws in Stranger Things 2 (which eventually cover
most of the Byers) house were mostly done by scenic artists but Noah
Schnapp personally contributed many himself!

When interviewed
for season one of Stranger Things in 2016, Millie Bobby Brown said she
was more scared of ghosts than Demogorgons. 

Francesca Beale, who plays the lifeguard Heather in Stranger Things 3, also auditioned to play Robin Buckley.

When
he appeared in The Blacklist in 2015, Gaten Matarazzo played a
character called Finn. This was quite spooky given that Finn Wolfhard
would be one of his main co-stars in Stranger Things a year later. 

The
Duffers said they actually considered killing Max off in Stranger
Things 4 - though they obviously didn't do this in the end. One
imagines Sadie Sink would have been a bit annoyed if they'd done this
because she would have missed out on Stranger Things 5!

The
Stranger Things youngsters were often seen at Six flags amusement park
in Georgia when early seasons of Stranger Things were in production.
This theme park is only a twenty minute drive from Atlanta. Six flags
amusement park now has a spooky Stranger Things maze.

In 2018,
David Harbour officiated the wedding of two Stranger Things fans in
Springfield, Illinois in his Sheriff Hopper costume. 

The
Duffers say that Winona Ryder took a big 'leap of faith' when she
agreed to play Joyce Byers in the show because when they approached her
they had only written the script for a single episode.

Gaten
Matarazzo has a condition called cleidocranial dysplasia - a rare
disorder that affects the growth of bones and teeth. Gaten's
cleidocranial dysplasia was written into his character Dustin Henderson
in Stranger Things. Gaten has campaigned to raise awareness of
cleidocranial dysplasia.

Matthew Modine said that during a break
on the production of Stranger Things 4 he went on a day trip with the
kids in the show and ate some dog biscuits intended for Millie Bobby
Brown's dog by mistake!

When Winona Ryder was first told that
Stranger Things had gone 'viral' she had absolutely no idea what this
meant! Winona will happily admit that she isn't very computer savvy.

Peggy
Miley, who plays Mrs Driscoll in Stranger Things 3, is a veteran film
and television actor. One of her best known roles though is in a
commercial for Cheerios!  Peggy Miley says that when she was cast
as Mrs Driscoll she had never heard of Stranger Things.

37% of Millie Bobby Brown's lines in Stranger Things 2 come from The Lost Sister alone.

Peyton
Wich played the school bully Troy in season one. He began his career
with an uncredited role in Dawn of the Planet of the Apes. Wich said he
got on great with the Stranger Things kids - so much so that it was
hard to get into character and be mean to them sometimes. The character
of Troy did not return after season one. 

Joe Keery auditioned for the part of Jonathan Byers before he was cast as Steve Harrington. 

Glennellen Anderson, who plays Nicole in a couple of season one episodes, originally read for the part of Barb Holland.

Millie 
Bobby Brown said that when she was a little kid she would keep
switching accents from English to American when she was in fast food
places merely to amuse herself and confuse the person taking the order.


Gaten Matarazzo is not related to the actress Heather
Matarazzo. Heather Matarazzo (who is best known for the films Welcome
to the Dollhouse, The Princess Diaries, and Scream 3) once had to deny
stories she was his mother! The confusion stemmed from the fact that
Gaten's real mother is also named Heather. 

When they were
still pitching Stranger Things, the Duffers cut together a concept
trailer composed of classic eighties film clips backed with a John
Carpenter score. Although there were no scripts when the actors were
cast, the actors were all shown the test trailer the Duffers had
designed using iconic moments from 1980s fantasy movies. The actors
therefore understood what the Duffers were trying to do and were
excited about the potential of the concept.

If anyone stole
Stranger Things 4 from under the noses of the regular cast (though the
regular cast were pretty amazing themselves) it was Joseph Quinn as
Eddie Munson. When they were casting this role, for the auditions the
Duffers made the would be Eddie Munsons do the scene where we first
meet Eddie in the school canteen. According to the Duffers this
audition scene certainly separated the wheat from the chaff and it was
Joseph Quinn who rose to the top of the pile by performing it with
gusto and perfect timing.

Apart from Winona Ryder and Matthew
Modine, most of the cast members of Stranger Things were virtually
unknown when they were cast in season one. Even David Harbour wasn't
terribly famous - despite a reasonably large body of work.

Due
to Covid restrictions - and doubtless time and expense - Dacre
Montgomery shot his nightmare flashback cameo as Billy Hargrove in
Stranger Things 4 in Australia and then it was spliced in with the
episode Dear Billy. Despite his lack of interaction with the cast,
Montgomery's usual intensity is plain to see and he more than makes the
most of his chance to play Billy again. In the scene where Max has
visions of her brother Billy in Dear Billy, Sadie shot her contribution
to this scene an entire year after Dacre Montgomery!

The cast
members had to have an hour long car journey each day to shoot the
scenes at Gwinnett Place Mall in Stranger Things 3. They said this
journey got slightly tiresome in the end. 

Out of the core
Stranger Things 'kids' (Sadie, Millie, Gaten, Finn, Noah, Caleb), Sadie
Sink is the second oldest after Caleb McLaughlin. Noah Schnapp and
Millie Bobby Brown are the two youngest. Millie and Noah were born in
2004 whereas the others (apart from Caleb - born in 2001) were born in
2002. 

Millie Bobby Brown was recovering from a fractured
kneecap at the start of shooting on Stranger Things 3. There were
certain things she couldn't do. She couldn't, for example, ride a bike.


When she was told the premise of Stranger Things, Millie Bobby
Brown asked why Joyce didn't contact Will Byers on his telephone. She
was unaware that people didn't carry mobile telephones around with them
in 1983!

The part of Robin Buckley proved quite tricky to cast
and so Joe Keery was brought in to do some auditions with the actresses
testing to play Robin in order to make the process more thorough.

David
Harbour was initially worried that Stranger Things was going to bomb
because he felt the promotional campaign was lacklustre. He needn't
have worried. The show was a huge overnight phenomenon. 

Natalia
Dyer said she knew Stranger Things was a big hit when people started to
recognise her in New York only hours after the show had started
streaming for the first time. 

Dacre Montgomery put on some
weight to play Billy Hargrove because he thought it wouldn't be
realistic for an ordinary eighties teenager to have a 'shredded'
Hollywood gym body.

Charlie Heaton and Sadie Sink have both said that they don't like horror movies or horror shows in real life.

Natalia
Dyer had a tough time shooting the brutal hospital battle that Nancy
and Jonathan find themselves embroiled in during Stranger Things 3. The
strobe of the hospital lights made her feel sick.

Dustin's
mother is played by a different actress in season one. Tabitha Kilgore
appears briefly as Mrs Henderson during Will's funeral. Catherine
Curtin would take over the role in season two.

Joe Keery was
born in Newburyport, Massachusetts and attended River Valley Charter
School for elementary and middle school, and then Newburyport High
School. He later studied at The Theatre School at DePaul University.
His first roles came in commercials, including one for KFC - which
might qualify the scene in Stranger Things 2 where Steve eats KFC with
Barb's parents as an in-joke!

The moment in Stranger things 2
where Steve wakes up in the car (which is being driven by Max) after
his pounding at the hands of Billy and groggily says Nancy's name was
improvised by Joe Keery.

In the scene where Joyce has to paint an alphabet on the wall in season one, Winona Ryder did this in one take.

Finn Wolfhard says he nearly gave up acting before he was cast in Stranger Things. Millie Bobby Brown has said the same thing.

Natalia
Dyer (who plays Nancy) combined Stranger Things with studying at New
York University. She studied at NYU’s Gallatin School of Individualized
Study.

Cary Elwes, who played Mayor Kline in Stranger Things 3,
went to Harrow school in London. Other famous people who went to this
school include Winston Churchill, Benedict Cumberbatch, James Blunt,
Richard Curtis, Anthony Trollope, and Edward Fox. 

David
Harbour lost eighty pounds to play Hopper in season four. He did this
with Pilates and occasional fasting. Pilates is a form of exercise that
focuses on balance, posture, strength and flexibility. Harbour said the
weight loss isn't something he plans to do again in a hurry and that he
eventually put most of the weight back on. It was certainly a far cry
from Stranger Things 3 - where Harbour deliberately put weight on to
make Hopper seem slobby and someone who was indulging in too much
comfort eating.

The big winners in the cast in terms of a career
boost through the immense popularity of the show have been David
Harbour and Millie Bobby Brown. Harbour has been in several movies
since Stranger Things lifted him out of his supporting player purgatory
while Millie has appeared in two Godzilla movies and also the popular
Enola Holmes adaptations for Netflix. Sadie Sink is also carving out a
strong career and has appeared in productions like Fear Street and The
Whale. Finn Wolfhard has also made a number of movies (most notably
Ghostbusters: Afterlife) although his role in the big screen version of
Stephen King's IT was actually secured before he became famous through
Stranger Things. 

Finn has already directed a short film and it
is suspected that he might actually end up behind the camera rather
than in front of it. The Duffers say that Finn has used Stranger Things
as a sort of film school crash course and soaked up as much information
about the nuts and bolts of shooting and production as possible. Gaten
Matarazzo has done less screen acting than his co-stars off the back of
Stranger Things but this mainly because he has hosted the Netflix show
Prank Encounters and also gone back to his first love - the stage. 

When
she got the part of Max Mayfield in season two, Sadie Sink had to learn
how to use a skateboard. This was no easy task because she'd never used
a skateboard in her life and her first attempt didn't go well when she
took a heavy fall. She had some secret help though from another cast
member. Finn Wolfhard turned out to be something of a skateboard ace
and joined Sadie Sink on her skateboard lessons to lend assistance and
offer some handy tips.

For continuity purposes, David Harbour
shot his season four flashbacks of Hopper surviving the drilling
machine explosion at the end of season three. This needed to be done
because he had to lose a lot of weight to portray Hopper in a Soviet
prison. 

Noah Schnapp was up for the part of Richie Tozier in
Stephen King's IT before Finn Wolfhard was cast. In a quirk of casting
coincidence, Schnapp and Wolfhard were both cast in Stranger Things
soon after. Noah also auditioned to play Mike Wheeler in Stranger
Things too so you might say he lost TWO jobs to Finn Wolfhard. It all
worked out for Noah in the end though because he got the part of Will
Byers. 

Charlotte and Clara Ward are the twins who played the
baby Eleven in the season two flashbacks set in the lab of Dr Brenner.
Like the Price twins (who play Holly Wheeler in Stranger Things),
Charlotte and Clara have also played Judith Grimes in The Walking Dead.
So if you add Martie Blair and Millie Bobby Brown, four people have now
portrayed Eleven in the show. 

Matthew Modine turned down the
part of Dr Brenner several times before he finally relented and agreed
to do it. To be fair to Modine he probably had no idea who the Duffers
were at the time and how was he to know that the show was going to be
so popular and good? 

Gaten Matarazzo did his first Stranger
things audition in New York. He was eventually flown to Los Angeles to
do a final test. As part of his final auditions for Stranger Things,
Gaten had to perform a scene with Finn Wolfhard to see what their
chemistry was like. Their chemistry was obviously great in the audition
because they were both cast in the show. 

Finn Wolfhard had to
do some wire harness work for the scene in season one of Stranger
Things where Mike jumps off the quarry ledge. It is said that the
Duffers were dissatisfied with this sequence. The Duffers reportedly
thought it looked too fake when Mike is levitated back up through the
air by Eleven but there simply wasn't sufficient time or money to do
this sequence all over again from scratch. Finn Wolfhard said the
Duffer Brothers never told him that Eleven was going to save Mike so he
initially thought his character was being killed off!

Joseph
Quinn had no idea that Eddie was going to die when he signed up for
Stranger Things 4. This has parallels with Shannon Purser - who didn't
know that Barb was going to shuffle off this mortal coil by way of a
Demogorgon in the Harrington pool when she signed up for season one.
Shannon got her first inkling that Barb was Upside Down toast when she
heard someone discussing her death scene while she was in make-up. 

In
order to get the likeness for the little 1979 version of Eleven in
Stranger Things 4, the special effects department used clips from Once
Upon a Time in Wonderland - a television show which Millie Bobby Brown
appeared in when she was nine years-old - as a reference. 

Millie
Bobby Brown said that when her parents heard about the casting for a
show (obviously later to be called Stranger Things) she wasn't very
keen to do an audition and was tired of acting and rejections but her
parents told her if she did this one last audition she could then go
out and play and do whatever she wanted. Millie therefore relented and
agreed to do a cam audition. Millie deciding to do that audition was
what you call a true 'sliding doors' moment because it led to her
becoming a millionaire and highly successful and much in demand young
actor. Who knows what might have happened if she hadn't done the
audition? She might have drifted out of acting altogether and done
something completely different with her life. 

When they shot
the scene in episode eight of season two where Dustin explains that the
Flayer has an urge to conquer and considers itself superior and Steve
replies by saying "Like the Germans", Charlie Heaton laughed so much
that he had to leave the set so they could finish the scene.

When
she got the part of Max Mayfield in season two, Sadie Sink had to learn
how to use a skateboard. This was no easy task because she'd never used
a skateboard in her life and her first attempt didn't go well when she
took a heavy fall. She had some secret help though from another cast
member. Finn Wolfhard turned out to be something of a skateboard ace
and joined Sadie Sink on her skateboard lessons to lend assistance and
offer some handy tips.

The Duffers give the character of Robin a
lot of expositional dialogue in the show because Maya Hawke can talk
really fast and so will rattle though this stuff quicker than anyone
else. 

The Duffers said that Winona Ryder was rather upset when
she learned that Bob Newby was going to perish in Stranger Things 2.
Winona was very good friends with Sean Astin and loved having him on
the set so she didn't like this plot twist at all. The Duffers did
consider keeping Bob Newby alive but in the end they decided he had to
go. If no characters in the show ever die then there is no sense of
danger and it feels like nothing is at stake. This is why Benny and
Barb were killed off early in season one. The Duffers wanted to keep
the audience on their toes wondering who might die next. Bob Newby's
death was originally going to be more grisly with fountains of blood
spewing forth. 

Mindful of the fact the show is popular with
kids and young teenagers, they decided to tone this down somewhat for
fear of being too blood drenched. 

Myles Truitt played Patrick
in Stranger Things 4. Patrick is a Hawkins basketball star who has
friends, talent, and a good life - until shocking events send his life
spiraling out of control. Truitt was best known for his breakout role
as Eli Solinski in Kin. He also played Ant in Queen Sugar and Issa
Williams on Black Lightning. Myles Truitt had a couple of connections
with the Stranger Things cast in that he appeared in the miniseries The
New Edition Story - which also included Caleb McLaughlin. He had also
been in the TV show Atlanta. This is a show that provided an early
credit for Priah Ferguson. 

When she first became an actor,
Millie Bobby Brown was billed simply as Millie Brown. She then added
'Bobby' to her name as a way to avoid confusion with a controversial
performance artist named Millie Brown. These days though Millie's fame
far outstrips that of the performance artist who shares her name. 

David
Harbour officiated a wedding in 2018 in his Hawkins police uniform. His
only condition on agreeing to do this was that he got the first slice
of wedding cake. The couple who got married were obviously big Stranger
Things fans. 

There were whispers before Stranger Things 3 that
Mike Wheeler was going to be killed off because Finn Wolfhard was too
busy to be in the show anymore. This turned out to be complete
nonsense. For some reason there always seems to be speculation before
any new season of Stranger Things that Jonathan Byers is going to be
killed off. This is not though something that (to the great relief of
Charlie Heaton and his bank manager you'd imagine) was ever on the
cards.

Caleb McLaughlin said he doesn't like rehearsing scenes
because he prefers to get into the 'moment' and be more spontaneous.
One scene he was happy to rehearse though was the fight between Lucas
and Jason Carver in season four. Caleb and Mason Dye did extensive
rehearsals for this fight to make it as realistic as possible. 

Cary
Elwes is related to John Elwes - who was believed to be the inspiration
for Ebenezer Scrooge in A Christmas Carol. John Elwes was a Member of
Parliament in Great Britain from 1772 to 1784 and a noted eccentric and
miser. Charles Dickens made reference to John Elwes in his last novel,
Our Mutual Friend.

Sean Astin reached out to the producers for a
part in Stranger Things 2. At first the Duffers were quite resistant to
the idea of casting him because they didn't want to make it look like
the show cast people from famous 1980s movies purely for the sake of it
but they were impressed with his audition and sincerity and cast him as
Bob Newby after he originally auditioned to play Murray Bauman. Bob was
supposed to be killed off in the second episode of season two but
Astin's performance was so good that the Duffers decided to keep him
around for most of the season and give the character a much more heroic
death than was originally planned. Astin was no stranger to being part
of a pop culture giant because he was in Peter Jackson's Lord of the
Rings trilogy and also The Goonies. 

Before the first season of
Stranger Things, Joe Keery was told that Steve Harrington would be the
school swimming captain in the show and so underwent intensive swimming
training prior to shooting. In the end though this was dropped and
Steve is not depicted as a swimming ace in season one of Stranger
Things. We never saw Steve as a swimming champion in the show but
Steve's underwater mission in season five confirms that he IS a
swimming ace. They shot these scenes in a water tank and Keery and
Natalia Dyer had to undergo aquatic training. 

Matthew Modine
is adamant that Brenner is not a villain but just someone who has made
a few bad choices. Most fans would probably disagree and think of
Brenner as a villain but season four does make him somewhat more
complex to judge than season one. 

Noah Schnapp said that
Millie Bobby Brown arranged for a Mariachi band to come in and play on
his last day of shooting on Stranger Things 4.
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