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Dedication


For all the times I interrupt your day to say, “Debbie, do you have a minute? Come see what I am working on.” You are my biggest fan, and without your constant support and encouragement, this book would not have been possible. Thank you for giving me that nudge I needed to do this. I love you, Deborah Jean, with all of my heart. This is your book as much as mine.
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Introduction


My journey with and love for the scroll saw began in 2005 when I was looking for something to do during those long winter months in Canada. I discovered I could combine my love for graphic design and photography in wood via a scroll saw. I learned everything then, from fretwork to intarsia to segmentation. Before long, I was making gifts for my entire family and designing my own patterns. Ever since, I’ve been continually inspired by the endless possibilities waiting at the tip of my saw blade.


I’m excited to share that passion with you here, in Circular Scroll Saw Designs. In this book, I share everything you need to know to get started with fretwork, along with 27 of my favorite scroll saw patterns suited to a wide range of skill levels. I cover essential materials, provide a tool guide, and walk you through basic techniques—with great tips and tricks I’ve gathered over the last fifteen-plus years. I also include information on finishing for a beautiful end result.


I’ve sized most of the designs provided to 8″ (20.3cm), which is perfect for a trivet, but you can enlarge or shrink these patterns to create so much more. You can cut coasters, wall art, plaques, serving trays—just about anything! What better gift to give your loved ones or friends on special occasions than something that is both beautiful and functional?


All it takes to create these projects is a good piece of wood, some sharp blades, a steady hand, and a little bit of patience. Follow the lines and you will be pleasantly surprised with the end results. Scroll sawing is a very rewarding and fun hobby for me, and I know that it will be (or already is) for you as well.


I hope you enjoy cutting these patterns as much as I enjoyed designing them.
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PART 1


Getting Started


Are you ready to learn everything you need to know about the materials and tools, basic process, and finishing options for creating any and all of the trivets, coasters, and plaques featured in this book? If you’re an experienced scroll sawyer, you may know some of this information already, but it’s a good idea to review it regardless so that you understand the approach for the projects in the book and can make the best choices for your work—whether it’s about what wood to use for a coaster versus a trivet, what kind of sanding tools are best for which tasks, or what finish to use if you want to hang your work outdoors. It’s all in the following pages!
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Materials and Tools


Wood Selection


Most types of wood will work just fine for trivets, coasters, and plaques. Oak, walnut, teak, maple, cherry, and poplar (all hardwoods), as well as cedar and pine (both softwoods), are popular choices. I prefer wood with a nice grain pattern, so I tend to cut a lot of oak. Bamboo, which is a grass rather than a tree wood, is also a great alternative and less expensive than most hardwoods. Over the last few years, it has come to be a very popular choice and substitute for hardwood floors and building materials. For some of the projects in this book, I repurposed a few bamboo cutting boards purchased from the kitchen section of a big-box store.


Some hardwoods, as well as bamboo, are available at stores such as Lowe’s and Home Depot in the U.S. and Canada, but only in limited varieties. Local family-run lumber mills or exotic wood stores are good sources for hardwoods, as they often carry more options.


Baltic birch plywood is another specific product I recommend for many of the projects in this book. It cuts well and does not chip like big-box-store plywood does. The keyword to search for when shopping for it is “Baltic”; Russian or Finnish are the most popular varieties. It normally comes in full 5’ (1.5m) square sheets in various thicknesses; for some of the projects in this book, I recommend ¼″ (6mm), ⅜″ (10mm), ½″ (13mm), ⅝″ (16mm), and ¾″ (19mm) thicknesses. Most of these thicknesses are available at specialty lumber stores, but not at big-box stores. Many cabinet makers use Baltic birch plywood, though, so you may be able to get some from one near you. You can also get some thicknesses in smaller sheet sizes at select big-box craft stores.


To some degree, the kind of wood you select will depend on the item you are making—read on.


TRIVETS FOR STOVE-ADJACENT USE


If you are making a trivet that will be exposed to very hot temperatures, use a hardwood or bamboo to withstand the heat of a boiling pot or a casserole dish straight out of the oven. (Of course, wood will burn if you get it too close to a lit stove, so use caution.) I use oak for this application mostly because of the availability where I live, but if you live in a different region, you may find that a different hardwood is more widely available to you. Make sure the trivet is at least ½″ (13mm) to 1″ (25mm) thick; any thinner than that and the extreme heat might still transfer to the surface you’re trying to protect. Plus, the piece will simply be flimsy and more likely to break.
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The thickness of your wood will largely depend on the particular use you want to make of the item.
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A particular piece of wood’s coloring and grain will have a major effect on the look of your finished piece.
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You can cut up bamboo cutting boards to make spectacular scroll-sawn projects.






TABLE TRIVETS AND PLAQUES


Any of the wood types listed will work fine for trivets that will be used for warm or hot dishes being set on a table for serving, as well as for decorative plaques. Baltic birch plywood is a favorite for many scrollers; I have cut many items using it. A good thickness for a table trivet or plaque is ¼″ (6mm) to ½″ (13mm).
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