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  FOR AIDA MARGARET AND INDHIRA JELANI EKUNDAYO


  My beautiful granddaughters,


    as you grow may you always know


    the full assurance of hope in a wearying world.






Foreword

Christina Edmondson


“Head in the clouds.”

“Unrealistic.”

“Naive.”

“Bamboozled.”

“Ignorant.”

“Heavenly minded and no earthly good.”

There are a lot of misconceptions and mislabeling of the truly hopeful among us. In a world that is marred by sin, shame, and cynicism, the hopeful person can almost be seen as useless, insincere, and insensitive at worse. As a pleasant realist, I have had these thoughts and judgmentally called or whispered those names myself. I imagine the root of the name-calling and frustration may be that on some level people believe hopefulness requires a detachment from the truth. The realist or pessimist may look at the one known for hopefulness as employing some type of selective dissociation from reality, especially tough realities, in order to be hopeful. Under this thinking, someone is hopeful because they are in denial of the fierce realities of pain, suffering, and oppression. However, after trials and reflection, I’d argue that it is the hopeful person who is most committed to truth: the truth of what is truly happening in the moment and the truth of the possibilities of what is to come.

My first counseling supervisor at the University of Rochester was the late Dr. Susan Horowitz. She would often tell me alongside my friend and fellow intern that at times we would need to “hold the hope” in the room for our clients. Too often people who had entered into counseling or family therapy were standing on their last legs holding on with shaky hands to a marital vow or vision for their family, past and present. As we attempted to apply the best of our clinical training to the very real and intense issues they presented, we were also charged with something that was beyond our studies. Susan, a woman who was quite familiar with the Old Testament prophets, pushed us within our secular program to be the holders of Hope.

This hope and the idea of holding it was never meant to be a substitute for or diminisher of wisdom, peer-reviewed research, and hard work. However, hope was the fuel that made all those other things receivable and attractive to our weary clients. Oftentimes clients have been told that if they work some relational formula, things would be okay, yet they found themselves on the verge of divorce. Clients who had shepherded children into the world only to be estranged from those children in the present moment felt the crushing pains of hopelessness. How in the world would they go on?

The same is true in the church, as I think about both congregants and pastors I have served through the years who are feeling the weight of deep depression and anxiety, unfulfilled dreams, spiritual abuse and invisibility, unrelenting criticism, and disappointments. How can they go on? It is not just the preached restating of a promise of a brighter tomorrow and future, but they also need endowed and contagious hope to go forward: a hope that would help them to live out this admonition from the old saints to run on a little while longer to see what the end is going to be. It takes hope to run even toward a known ending.

Nevertheless, undirected or blanketed hopefulness is risky business. Like in loving another human being, there are no guarantees of reciprocation, mutuality, or flourishing. However, the Christian’s hope is, or ought to be, a directed or pointed one. It is a hope in a specific person: Jesus. As Dr. Ince will remind us in this book, hope is not a hustle. God is not interested in bamboozling us or toying with us as if God is some bored ancient Greek deity like Zeus orchestrating human suffering like a soap opera. God promises to bottle our tears, make right all injustice, and God will not mock us in our pain like some cruel bully or abusive parent. Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, and never God mocking us. Our rightly directed hope does come with guarantees and better-stated promises that tend to our bubbling or raging anxieties in this life. We can trust Jesus and lean into hope in him.

The prophet Jeremiah offers words from the Lord that anchor him and the people of God then and now. He says in the often-quoted text found in Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV), “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’”

You would think that it would be enough just to have the plan to give us a redemptive future, a tangible outcome guaranteed and secured by the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. But, in God’s divine wisdom, he knows that his people not only need an outcome that we can touch and feel one day but that we need hope to remind us that we will get there. How can we embrace the Lord’s invitation and command to rest if we do not have the beauty of hope anchoring our souls along the way to a secured future? Without hope, we live tossed by the winds and reaction to the wilds of this world, and journey through a restless path toward a promised future. Yet, in God’s kindness and mercy, our Heavenly Father has given to us hope and a future. We desperately need both.

Irwyn Ince, a pastor’s pastor, offers us in this book an opportunity to experience honest, kind, and directive shepherding toward the reasonable and secure hope we have in Christ. My prayer is that as we pray and discern through these passages we will all mature a bit more in our Jesus-directed hope and find ourselves better equipped to face uncertain tomorrows until the glorious tomorrow is revealed.






Introduction

Hustling or Hoping?


In 2003, my oldest son and I took the Amtrak from the Baltimore/Washington International Airport Station to New York City’s Penn Station. He was almost eleven at the time, and he was used to going to NYC. Brooklyn is my hometown and the borough of his birth. We moved to Maryland when he was two, so he only knew the city as a visitor.

The purpose of this particular trip was to move a legacy piano from my parent’s Brooklyn house to our home in Maryland. My cousin, who lived in Brooklyn, did a little moving as a side gig on weekends. He and I were going to move the piano while our sons, who were similar ages, would spend some time together.

When my son and I arrived at Penn Station, we made our way from the Amtrak exit to the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) entrance. As we stood at the machine to purchase MetroCards, I heard a voice behind me, a short distance away. “Yo, big man! Yo, big man!”

I’m not the largest of human beings, but I’m not small either. I had ridden the train in NYC for over thirty years and developed the necessary skill of ignoring people I didn’t want to be bothered by. My son had not developed that skill. He tapped me on the side and said, “Dad, I think that guy over there is trying to talk to you.” Exhaling, I turned to see what this dude wanted.

“Yo, I got MetroCards man. Whatever amount you need! Look, you either gonna give the money to me or to Bloomberg! And I need it more!”

He didn’t exactly open his coat to display all kinds of items for sale, but that was the vibe. And you have to respect his pitch. I laughed on the inside when he said I was either going to give my money to him or to Mayor Michael Bloomberg. He would charge me less for a MetroCard than if I went with the legal way of obtaining a card through the machine.

This, my friends, is called a hustle. He was trying to make some money outside of the system. I have no idea how he obtained those MetroCards of varying values nor did I have any way of validating whether they had any money on them before I paid him in exchange for two cards.

“Do you take debit cards?” I asked him. “’Cause that’s all I’ve got.” With that, he went on his way to the next potential customer (or victim).

Growing up in a city like New York, you get used to a hustle. You might even end up doing a little hustling yourself. The hustler offers someone something of value, or something another person may desire. If you were to obtain this item through the prescribed means, it would cost you much more than what the hustler is selling it for. You might not even be able to afford it.

Typically, the first question you ask yourself isn’t about the morality of the transaction. Should I buy this even though I don’t know how it was obtained? No. Our first concern is around the issue of trust. Can I trust the hustler? Am I going to be the victim of a hustle?

There was no way I was going to trust that gentleman with my money. I turned back to the machine and purchased cards for my son and me so we could make our way to Brooklyn. I was used to this kind of hustle and knew it wasn’t worth the risk of hoping to get a better deal from the MetroCard hustler. It’s one thing to deal with MetroCards. It’s quite another matter to hold on to hope in the face of circumstances that communicate to us that this hope might be a hustle.

The particular hope I’m referring to is the Christian hope of experiencing an embodied life of being knit together in love across lines of deep division and difference. If you ask people what they hope for, you might hear answers like peace, justice, health, and happiness. But God makes a distinct promise in the Bible that seems out of reach in our current cultural moment. This promise is the reunion of humanity under the lordship of Jesus Christ. It is the promise of setting all things right. It is the promise that he will renew the whole world such that nothing and no one will ever be wrong again.

In his book Love Your Enemies, Arthur Brooks describes America’s current age as a culture of contempt, one in which we are siloed into echo chambers that reinforce our positions and encourage us to hold in contempt those whose views differ from ours. And it is not simply that our contempt is directed toward views. Our contempt is aimed at those who hold them. Their views are not what is worthless—they are worthless. Brooks writes with respect to the broader political culture, but his assessment also applies in a narrower way to the church in America. Christians are also beset with this culture of contempt. All you have to do is spend a little bit of time on social media to experience this contempt at work.

In their 2016 article “Americans Struggle to Talk Across Divides,” Barna Group research points out,

The United States is in a cultural crisis. There are gaping fissures between the rich and poor, growing tensions between races, disunity among faith groups, increasing resentment between genders, and a vast and expanding gap between liberals and conservatives. Generation, gender, socioeconomics, ethnicity, faith, and politics massively divide the American population. . . . “This splintering and polarization of American culture has made it more difficult than ever to have a good conversation, especially about faith,” says David Kinnaman, president of Barna Group and the lead designer and analysis on the study. “Even when two people agree, honest interaction can seem elusive. Try to talk about things like gay marriage—or anything remotely controversial—with someone you disagree with and the temperature rises a few degrees. But being friends across differences is hard, and cultivating good conversations is the rocky, up-hill climb that leads to peace in a conflict-ridden culture.”1


It can be argued that from the time sin entered the human predicament in Genesis 3, humanity has lived in a conflict-ridden cultural context. It is true that there is nothing new under the sun (Ecclesiastes 1:9). Yet, in every age the conflicts in culture take a particular shape. Today’s climate is a culture of contempt that can cause Christians to forsake their hope for the experience of shalom across dividing lines.

With its deep divides in the American church, our current culture of contempt makes it difficult to hold on to hope. What we are called to grasp is that hope is woven into the fabric of the Christian faith. Not hope as an idea or a wish but hope as a confident trust in God and his promises. This hope drives us to a disposition toward others that begins with respect.

In January 2020, our Institute for Cross-Cultural Mission held a Clergy Story Table event in Washington, DC. I facilitated our conversation on the issue of racial justice and the church. We brought together a diverse local group of ten pastors for this purpose. They were ethnically diverse (African American, Korean American, Venezuelan, and Anglo American), and they were theologically diverse (Baptist, Mennonite, Methodist, and Presbyterian).

Our conversation was honest and sometimes raw. One sentiment shared, particularly by two of the African American pastors, was that they believed the visions of Revelation 5:9-10 and 7:9-12 will come to pass one day, but they do not expect to experience the reality of it in their local churches today.

“I don’t trust that white people are serious about reconciliation and justice issues. They’re not willing to pursue it unless they are in control.” The temptation in this current moment, particularly for ethnic minorities, is to stay in and focus on their ethnic ecclesial spaces. A pastor friend recently told me, “I just feel like going back into all-Black everything.” I understand this frustration personally. The focus on race, justice, and even reconciliation in Christian circles brings with it accusations of bowing to Critical Race Theory, Marxist ideology, or “Wokeness.” The polarization is deep.

So what does a robust embrace of Christian hope look like in practice? In her book Unfettered Hope, Marva Dawn writes,

We use the English noun and verb hope in many ways—to signify what we anticipate or expect, what we would recommend if we could control things, what we most earnestly desire or wish for if we could have our own way, or what we truly believe in or in what or whom we have confidence.2


The pastors who told me they do not expect to experience the kind of reunion of humanity across these lines of deep difference are expressing a lack of hope. Holding on to this kind of aspiration can feel like an exercise in futility. It can feel like a hustle. And who wants to be on the wrong end of a hustle?

But God is not a hustler. And the hope he calls us to cannot be built on naive expectations that people will start seeing things the way we do. Our longing cannot be built on the arrogant assumption that we are completely right in the positions we take. It cannot even be built on an expectation of steady improvement. If the arc of the moral universe does indeed bend toward justice, that arc will never be smooth and straight from a human perspective. It will have twists and turns, ups and downs, starts and stops. Our hope, if it is to be enduring, must be rooted in the glory of Jesus Christ.

This kind of hope is enabling for how we live and is embodied in our daily decisions—and that is what this book is about. It’s about an enduring hope that’s able to carry us through the aspects of life that make it seem as though we are being hustled.

The New Testament book of Hebrews will be the primary biblical guide for our journey. The recipients of that extended pastoral exhortation were hoping for an end to their suffering for following Jesus Christ. They earnestly desired relief. In an attempt to take control and secure that relief, they were willing to compromise their faith.

Their pastor told them that they had need of endurance (Hebrews 10:36). He didn’t just point them to some kind of wishful thinking. He pointed them toward the present reality of Jesus Christ, the great high priest, seated at the right hand of the Majesty on high. Because of this, they weren’t waiting around for the “sweet by and by” to arrive. They were called to a life now that demonstrated the longing and ambition they had been brought into. It was a life of striving for peace with everyone and striving for holiness (Hebrews 12:14). It meant not allowing a “root of bitterness” to grow up among them in their relationships with others (Hebrews 12:15).

Are you experiencing hope fatigue? Are you wearied by our culture of contempt? Are you exhausted by being in a continual state of outrage? I invite you to walk with me in this exploration of Christian hope as the ultimate antidote for the fatigue, weariness, and exhaustion engendered by our current climate. This hope is not a hustle.

In the pages that follow, we will discover that living in a broken and imperfect world means that threats to our deepest longings for peace are the norm. Jesus tells his disciples in John 16:33 that in him they have peace, and in the world they have tribulation. What are they to do in the face of the norm of trouble? Take heart, he says, “because I have overcome the world.” Taking heart is the language of hope. We will press forward from the norm of trouble to the paradox of hope.

It’s not just that threats are normal, it’s that hope seems unreasonable. In his exhortation to the Corinthians about the assurance of their resurrection in Christ’s resurrection, the apostle Paul explains, “If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied” (1 Corinthians 15:19). Christian hope seems unreasonable because very often we will not experience victory in this life. Christian hope informs this life by being a forward-facing and upward-gazing perspective as our great high priest intercedes for us.

Last, we will tease out the implications of Christian hope for our individual lives and our lives together as God’s people. Hear Paul again, this time as he introduces his letter to Titus. He is “an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness, in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages began” (Titus 1:1-2). Those who have hope of eternal life strive for godliness in this life, individual and corporate, for the benefit and blessing of others. Hope is the necessary means of our endurance, bearing witness to Christ in a divisive world.
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1

Living in the Danger Zone


Before we determine how to live in a world where

our highest hopes are not satisfied, we must ask,

What does one do under such circumstances?

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.,
“SHATTERED DREAMS”





I was introduced to the CrossFit fitness training method in 2010. CrossFit is “constantly varied functional movement performed at high intensity.”1 There are several benchmark workouts known simply as “the girls.” There’s Annie, Barbara, Cindy, Diane, Elizabeth, Fran, Grace, Helen, Jackie, Kelly, Linda, Mary, and Nancy.

Why female names for these benchmark workouts? Well, it doesn’t have much to do with gender. These workouts are named after hurricanes. CrossFit decided to follow the pattern of the National Weather Service, which started to assign female names to storms after 1953 because they believed “short, distinctive given names in written as well as spoken communications is quicker and less subject to error.”2 Greg Glassman, the founder of CrossFit, wrote, “This convenience and logic inspired our granting a special group of workouts women’s names, but anything that leaves you flat on your back and incapacitated only to lure you back for more at a later date certainly deserves naming.”3

These workouts are just like hurricanes. There’s a calm before the storm. You’re feeling fine, talking with your fellow gym members after the coach has taken you through a nice warm-up, getting you ready to work out. Then she starts the timer, counting down to the start of the workout. “Ten seconds!” she yells. “3-2-1, go!” are the next words out of her mouth and all hell breaks loose. At a certain point, you feel as though you might die. If you can think at all, you’re asking yourself, Why am I here, doing this voluntarily? The workout ends and you wonder, Am I dead? The devastation in the gym is evident as people lay on the floor all over the place, making sweat angels.

This is just what happens in a hurricane. There’s calm, and then there’s the realization that the storm has hit and you are no longer in control. Once the storm passes, there’s chaos. Devastation is all around.

What we discover in the opening chapter of the book of Hebrews is a reversal of that order. There is a storm taking place in the Pastor’s congregation.4 Persecution and suffering are a reality in their lives. Their world has turned upside down. Because of this they are losing hope, tempted to drift away from their faith in Jesus Christ. They want a release from the pressure. Following Jesus is more costly than they had anticipated. They’re asking, “Is it worth it?” They’re in the height of the workout, when the pressure is most intense, and they want to quit. But they need to endure. The Pastor will say to them in Hebrews 10:35-36, “Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised.”

What is interesting, though, is how he begins to address their concerns. He wants them to endure, not to give up. But he does not start out his letter, his sermon, by saying, “Hold on,” “Don’t be discouraged,” or “Keep the faith.” These are all statements he will make later in the letter. But his starting point is with the unrivaled glory, majesty, and authority of the Son of God. The supremacy of Jesus Christ is their source of eternal hope in a topsy-turvy, upside-down world.

Key to the concept of hope are our earnest expectations, desires, and wishes. Not only that, but it is commonly understood that what we desire is good hope. Indeed, in the New Testament the noun and verb for hope, as well as their derivatives, “never indicate a vague or a fearful anticipation, but always the expectation of something good.”5 In the book of Hebrews, hope is intimately connected to covenant. The Pastor refers to covenant more than all the other writers of the New Testament combined. The word is directly used or implied twenty-five times in Hebrews.6

You see, every one of us faces the dangerous reality of having to live in a world where our highest hopes are not satisfied and often dashed. As Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. asked, “What does one do under such circumstances?” How do we live with good hope in the danger zone of unfulfilled expectations? When the things that we earnestly desire or wish for if we could have our own way remain out of reach? When what we truly believe in seems to be a lie? When we realize that the world is full of chaos?


CHAOS

There is perhaps no other chapter in the Bible that displays the divinity of Jesus Christ more strongly than the first chapter of Hebrews. You cannot read it and conclude that the Bible declares Jesus to be a mere prophet. No. He’s God. The message is that the only way you will be able to keep hope alive is if you are clear on who Jesus is.

You see, there’s a question that I have not posed yet: how do we know that what we’re hoping for is what we ought to be hoping for? No encouragement to keep the faith is going to have any teeth unless we are gripped by the incomparable glory of Jesus the Christ. Make no mistake about it—unless your heart is beating to the rhythm of the grandeur, the bigness, the glory of Jesus, you’ll never think that being a Christian is worth it.

The letter begins almost like the opening words to Star Wars, “Long ago in a galaxy far far away . . .” But this is no sci-fi tale. The first thing the Pastor wants to remind us of is that God has spoken.

Long ago at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets.


At various times in history and in different ways, God raised up and anointed prophets to declare his word with authority: Abraham, Moses, Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, and on and on for centuries. God spoke to his people through the prophets to direct them to himself. It was always so that they would know what was necessary for them to honor and glorify him. When he spoke, he said all that he wanted to say. He didn’t leave out anything that was necessary.

God has not been silent, but we are often deaf. He spoke so that we would know him and understand who he is. Still, as glorious as the word spoken through the prophets was, it was varied, diverse, and fragmented because the prophets were many in number. A change took place when Jesus came on the scene. In these last days, the Pastor says, God has spoken to us by his unique and only Son.

When God the Son took on human flesh and was born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who are under the law (Galatians 4:4), Jesus’ word became the final, complete, full Word of God. That’s why he says in the first verse of Hebrews 2, “Therefore, we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.” If the word of the various prophets was glorious and authoritative, how much more glorious and authoritative is the message given to us by Jesus? God’s word to us in Christ has been spoken fully and finally. “These last days,” then, are the days of fulfillment—despite what life around us looks like.

In other words, God has upped the ante. The Son is far superior to the prophets. This first verse sets the tone and theme of the whole letter. Jesus is supreme over everything that came before him—prophets, priests, and kings. It all pointed toward him. He is the full and final Word of God.

He is not just one of the prophets. He is the heir of all things. His inheritance is the whole world. He came to lay claim on the whole creation as his own possession because he is the one through whom the world was created. He is the glorious radiance and exact imprint of God’s essence. He is God and he makes the glory of God visible to us. That’s why Jesus could say to his disciples, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).

Who else but God upholds the universe by his powerful word? What the Pastor is telling his people is their Savior is the one who carries the universe along to its stated goal. Can you see why, when encouraging Christians to endure, the Pastor begins with Jesus’ glory? You almost have to ask how the description could possibly get any better. What more could you say to describe how glorious Jesus is? But then you read the second part of verse 3.

After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.


In these few words, he lets us know that Jesus is not only the glorious prophet, but also the glorious priest. Just like the comparison between God’s word through the prophets and God’s word through the Son, there is a comparison between the ongoing work of the Old Testament priests and the final work of the great high priest Jesus Christ.

In the Old Testament, God appointed Aaron as the first high priest. All the priests came from his lineage. Their basic job description was to offer sacrifices in the presence of God on behalf of the people to cover the sins of the nation. This was necessary because God in his mercy had chosen a people for himself. He promised them, “I will be your God, and you will be my people” (cf. Exodus 6:7; Leviticus 26:12; Jeremiah 24:7; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Hebrews 8:10). The problem is that all people are sinners and disobey God, and God will not dwell in the midst of sin. The reality of his holiness demands that sin be dealt with if anyone is going to be in his presence.

In the Old Testament, God provided a line of priests whose daily ministry was to atone for their own sins and the sins of the people by sacrificing lambs and bulls and goats.7 It was a gory and gruesome scene. Blood flowed in the tabernacle every day. That is how seriously God takes sin. He reminds them in Hebrews 9:22, “Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.”

Every day blood was shed so the people would not be consumed. God’s punishment for sin fell on lambs and bulls and goats. But as the Pastor says in Hebrews 10:4, “It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.” The blood of bulls and goats could never finally, fully, and completely take care of the problem of sin. So, the same sacrifices had to continually be offered over and over again.

But when the one who is the radiance of the glory of God came, he came as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Jesus came as the unblemished, spotless Lamb of God. He came both as the sacrificial offering and the offeror. He is the great high priest who offered himself as the only one who could crush sin. As he was beaten and whipped, as the blood flowed from his head, his hands, his feet, purification was made for the sins of everyone who puts their trust in him. It is as the hymn writer says,


See from His head, His hands, His feet,

Sorrow and love flow mingled down:

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,

Or thorns compose so rich a crown?8



Jesus made final and complete purification for sins. How do we know that it’s final and complete? What was missing in the tabernacle when the priests went in to offer the blood of atonement? The chair! They had to stand daily offering the sacrifices. There was no chair because there was no rest. But when Jesus made purification for sins, the Bible says that he took his seat. The work was finished. There no longer remains any need of further sacrifice for sin.

Often our struggle to endure with hope is connected to our inability to cleanse our communities by our own efforts. We don’t have the ability to permanently cleanse anything, even our own bodies! And we’re unable to make anything or anyone spotless enough to appear before God.

The Pastor is showing his readers that Jesus is the glorious priest because they’re being tempted to take matters into their own hands. They’re tempted to make up their own way of salvation, and his message is that Jesus is the only one who can make the impure pure. The best place to find ourselves is in Jesus, not only because Jesus is the glorious prophet and the merciful high priest, but he’s also the great and glorious king. The fact that he sat down tells us that he has completed his work of purification for sins and that he is the supreme king and judge. He didn’t sit down in any old place, but at the right hand of the Majesty on high.

Jesus prayed to the Father in John 17:4-5, “I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.” He completed his work and was restored to his rightful position in heaven as the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Because of where he sits, we can only know him today as the glorious king by faith. He reigns supreme over heaven and earth.

But as Hebrews 2:8 tells us, “At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him.” Fear, doubt, pain, oppression, hardship, and unbelief cloud our ability to see everything in subjection to him. The declaration that the Son is heir of all things, the exact imprint of God’s nature, and the sustainer of the world is sweeping. There is truly no area of existence, material or immaterial over which he does not have absolute authority. This is meant to be a comfort to those who believe and a warning to those who don’t. The Pastor is writing to people who claim to know Jesus. He loves them and is pained that some are drifting away because things are getting rough.

What I love about the Pastor is that he’s not setting forth the divine nature of Jesus as an idea that’s disconnected from life. He’s not just giving them head knowledge. None of this rich theology about Jesus Christ is given in a vacuum. It is the epitome of theology applied to life. Jesus’s divinity is important precisely because the world is full of chaos.

In verses 10-12, he quotes from Psalm 102:25-27:


Of old you laid the foundation of the earth,

and the heavens are the work of your hands.

They will perish, but you will remain;

they will all wear out like a garment.

You will change them like a robe, and they will pass away,

but you are the same, and your years have no end.



This is what God the Father says to God the Son. But why is he quoting Psalm 102? The psalm’s heading from the Hebrew text is, “A Prayer of one afflicted, when he is faint and pours out his complaint to the Lord.”

The psalmist is in the middle of a storm. Jerusalem has been destroyed and the temple is in ruins. He’s overwhelmed by the chaos of this world. His world had been rocked. The temple was supposed to be the place where God made his name dwell. It was the evidence that the Lord was with his people. Now, what the psalmist thought was most secure and stable is gone. The Babylonians have crushed them and swept them into exile.

When I was young, my father worked at the World Trade Center. He usually took the train home to Brooklyn from work, but there were a few occasions when we drove into Manhattan to pick him up. I remember being parked outside waiting for Dad to come out and looking up at the towers through the car window. No matter how hard I strained my neck, I couldn’t see the top. Those buildings amazed me. In my mind, they were permanent fixtures in New York City, as the pictures of the city skyline always included the Twin Towers.

Obviously, I was wrong as the towers fell on 9/11 and the city was thrown into distress.

The chaos reflected in the faces of New Yorkers that day recalls that of the psalmist.


For my days pass away like smoke,

and my bones burn like a furnace.

My heart is struck down like grass and has withered;

I forget to eat my bread.

Because of my loud groaning

my bones cling to my flesh. (Psalm 102:3-5)



Then there’s a turning point in verse 12 when he says,


But you, O LORD, are enthroned forever;

you are remembered throughout all generations.



Amid the chaos that’s around him, the psalmist realizes that the only stable, unchanging reality is that Yahweh, the Lord, is enthroned forever.

That’s the message of Hebrews 1. The distress you feel is real, but the one who walked the streets of Jerusalem and said “Come to me all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28) is none other than Yahweh, the Lord your God. He’s telling them that Jesus is the one who laid the earth’s foundations in the beginning, the one who created the heavens. Those created things will wear out, be rolled up like an old garment, and be changed, but the Lord continues forever. He is the same and his years have no end.




CALM

The glory of Jesus Christ enables calm while chaos is raging. We live in a nation divided and polarized politically, socioeconomically, racially, and on and on the list goes. But the Son loves righteousness and hates wickedness. Therefore he is anointed by God with the oil of gladness (Psalm 45:6-7; Hebrews 1:8-9).

What’s so beautiful about the Pastor applying Psalm 45 to Jesus is that it is a wedding psalm. It describes the royal bride as she prepares to marry the king. Her heart overflows because her husband is the most handsome of men. Grace is poured on his lips. Her husband is the mighty one in splendor and majesty. He rides out victoriously for the cause of truth and meekness and righteousness.

But then the psalmist seems to go too far and says of the king, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever” (v. 6). The Pastor is letting us know there’s no problem at all because this psalm is really about Jesus. It is an Old Testament view into the reality of the Trinity, one God in three persons, Father, Son, and Spirit. The one who is addressed as God is anointed by his God with the oil of gladness. Because of the Son’s just and righteous rule, because he loves justice and hates lawlessness, the Father has such unsurpassed joy that he anoints the Son with the oil of gladness.

Jesus is the king and husband, and the church is his bride. He is the one who is the most handsome of men. He is the one with grace on his lips. He is the one who in splendor and majesty rules with absolute justice and righteousness for the cause of truth. And those who are under his rule and authority are the companions of those God describes in verse 9. His joy and righteousness are the blessings he gives his companions.

The recipients of the letter to the Hebrews needed to hear that because life seemed to be unjust. They were suffering persecution for their faith. They needed to know that the justice of the Son overrules the injustice of Rome. The justice of our Savior overrules the injustice of this world. That reality is what empowers the people of God to endure ugly injustice and to see beauty rise from its ashes.

When will we see righteousness and justice rule the day? Where is the world going? The optimist says, “Things are getting better. As technology advances we’re improving the lives of people.” The pessimist says, “Everything’s going to hell in a handbasket!”

But Hebrews reminds us of where the world is really going. It’s going to the place where every knee will bow to Jesus. Creation is not under the authority of angels. It’s not under the authority of presidents and kings. It’s under the Son’s authority.

That’s why what he says in the last verse of the chapter is so encouraging: “Aren’t the angels all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation?” Don’t focus on the angels! They serve the Son. He sends them out to minister to his people!

I’m convinced that he says this not just to correct their bad theology, but to encourage them with the truth. There’s a calm that comes after the storm. There’s a day coming when God “will wipe away every tear from [his people’s] eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away” (Revelation 21:4).

There’s not only a calm that comes after the storm, but there’s a calm that comes in the storm for the people of God. This truth becomes our comfort in the danger zone when our highest hopes do not seem to be satisfied.






OEBPS/nav.xhtml


    

      Sommaire



      

        		

          Cover

        



        		

          Title Page

        



        		

          Dedication

        



        		

          Contents

        



        		

          Foreword by Christina Edmondson

        



        		

          Introduction: Hustling or Hoping?

        



        		

          PART 1: THE STORM BEFORE THE CALM

          

            		

              1 Living in the Danger Zone

            



            		

              2 Considering Jesus in the Danger Zone

            



            		

              3 Resting in the Danger Zone

            



          



        



        		

          PART 2: KEEP HOPE ALIVE

          

            		

              4 The Unreasonable Hope

            



            		

              5 The Perfect Hope

            



            		

              6 The Better Hope

            



          



        



        		

          PART 3: IN NEED OF ENDURANCE

          

            		

              7 Remember to Endure

            



            		

              8 Persevere by Faith

            



            		

              9 Live for the City

            



            		

              10 Run Through Exhaustion

            



          



        



        		

          Notes

        



        		

          Praise for Hope Ain't a Hustle

        



        		

          About the Author

        



        		

          Also by Irwyn L. Ince Jr.

        



        		

          More Titles from InterVarsity Press

        



        		

          Copyright

        



      



    

    

      Pagination de l'édition papier



      

        		

          1

        



        		

          2

        



        		

          1

        



        		

          2

        



        		

          3

        



        		

          5

        



        		

          6

        



        		

          7

        



        		

          8

        



        		

          9

        



        		

          10

        



        		

          11

        



        		

          13

        



        		

          15

        



        		

          16

        



        		

          17

        



        		

          18

        



        		

          19

        



        		

          20

        



        		

          21

        



        		

          22

        



        		

          23

        



        		

          24

        



        		

          25

        



        		

          27

        



        		

          28

        



        		

          29

        



        		

          30

        



        		

          31

        



        		

          32

        



        		

          33

        



        		

          34

        



        		

          35

        



        		

          36

        



        		

          37

        



        		

          38

        



        		

          39

        



        		

          40

        



        		

          41

        



        		

          43

        



        		

          44

        



        		

          45

        



        		

          46

        



        		

          47

        



        		

          48

        



        		

          49

        



        		

          50

        



        		

          51

        



        		

          52

        



        		

          53

        



        		

          54

        



        		

          55

        



        		

          56

        



        		

          57

        



        		

          59

        



        		

          61

        



        		

          62

        



        		

          63

        



        		

          64

        



        		

          65

        



        		

          66

        



        		

          67

        



        		

          68

        



        		

          69

        



        		

          70

        



        		

          71

        



        		

          72

        



        		

          73

        



        		

          74

        



        		

          75

        



        		

          76

        



        		

          77

        



        		

          78

        



        		

          79

        



        		

          80

        



        		

          81

        



        		

          82

        



        		

          83

        



        		

          84

        



        		

          85

        



        		

          86

        



        		

          87

        



        		

          88

        



        		

          89

        



        		

          90

        



        		

          91

        



        		

          93

        



        		

          94

        



        		

          95

        



        		

          96

        



        		

          97

        



        		

          98

        



        		

          99

        



        		

          100

        



        		

          101

        



        		

          102

        



        		

          103

        



        		

          104

        



        		

          105

        



        		

          106

        



        		

          107

        



        		

          109

        



        		

          111

        



        		

          112

        



        		

          113

        



        		

          114

        



        		

          115

        



        		

          116

        



        		

          117

        



        		

          118

        



        		

          119

        



        		

          120

        



        		

          121

        



        		

          122

        



        		

          123

        



        		

          124

        



        		

          125

        



        		

          126

        



        		

          127

        



        		

          128

        



        		

          129

        



        		

          131

        



        		

          132

        



        		

          133

        



        		

          134

        



        		

          135

        



        		

          136

        



        		

          137

        



        		

          138

        



        		

          139

        



        		

          140

        



        		

          141

        



        		

          143

        



        		

          144

        



        		

          145

        



        		

          146

        



        		

          147

        



        		

          148

        



        		

          149

        



        		

          150

        



        		

          151

        



        		

          152

        



        		

          153

        



        		

          154

        



        		

          155

        



        		

          156

        



        		

          157

        



        		

          158

        



        		

          159

        



        		

          160

        



        		

          161

        



        		

          162

        



        		

          163

        



        		

          164

        



        		

          165

        



        		

          166

        



        		

          167

        



        		

          168

        



        		

          169

        



        		

          170

        



        		

          171

        



        		

          173

        



        		

          174

        



        		

          175

        



        		

          176

        



        		

          177

        



        		

          178

        



        		

          179

        



        		

          180

        



        		

          181

        



        		

          182

        



        		

          183

        



        		

          184

        



        		

          185

        



        		

          186

        



        		

          187

        



        		

          188

        



        		

          189

        



        		

          190

        



        		

          191

        



        		

          192

        



        		

          193

        



      



    

    

      Guide



      

        		

          Cover

        



        		

          Start of content

        



        		

          Contents

        



      



    

  

OEBPS/images/image.jpg





OEBPS/images/ivp.jpg
vp

An imprint of InterVarsity Press
Downers Grove, lllinois





OEBPS/images/part1.jpg
THE STORM
BEFORE

THE CALM






OEBPS/cover/cover.jpg
AW YN L ~J N Calg :

FOREWORD BY CHRISTINA EDMONDSON

e

Persevering by Faith
\1 a Wearying World






