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Physical Characteristics of the Sloughi


(from the United Kennel Club breed standard)


Ears: Set high and drooping close to the head when the animal is at rest. Of medium size, triangular in shape and slightly rounded at the tips.


Head: In profile the head is long and refined but rather strong compared to other sighthounds. Seen from above, it has the shape of a long wedge.


Skull: Seen from the side, the top part of the skull is flat. The skull is distinctly rounded at the back and curves harmoniously on the sides.
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Neck: Long and springs well up from the shoulders.


Eyes: Large, dark, well set in their sockets, oval to almond-shaped and set somewhat obliquely. The eye color is shades of dark brown to amber.


Nose: Black and strong, not pinched.


Muzzle: The muzzle has the shape of an elongated and moderately refined wedge and is roughly as long as the skull.


Chest: Deep but does not reach the elbow. The long sternum forms a straight line, parallel to the ground, which rises sharply into the tuck-up.


Forequarters: The shoulders are long and oblique, the arms are strong with good return of the upper arm. The forelegs are straight, bony and muscular. The pasterns are slightly sloping, supple and strong. The elbows are close to the body.


Coat: Always smooth. It is short, tight and fine all over the body.


Body: A properly proportioned Sloughi is squarish to slightly higher than long.


Height and Weight: For mature males, height at the withers ranges between 26.4–28.3 inches (66–72 cm), with the ideal size being 27.6 inches (70 cm). Weight ranges between 55 and 65 pounds. For mature females, height at the withers ranges between 24–26.7 inches (61–68 cm), with the ideal size being 25.6 inches (65 cm). Weight ranges between 45 and 50 pounds.


Tail: Long, thin and set in line with the croup, carried low with a typical upward curve in the resting position.


Hindquarters: Lean, flat and muscular. The second thigh is long and well muscled. Hocks are strong and well bent. The rear pasterns are strong and have no dewclaws. The hindlegs are moderately angulated. The tail should be long enough to reach the point of the hocks.


Color: The coat colors of the Sloughi are all shades of light sand (cream) to mahogany red fawn, with or without black markings such as brindling, black mask, black ears, dark overlay and black mantle, with no invasive white markings.


Feet: Lean and have the shape of an elongated oval. The nails are black or just pigmented.
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The Sloughi’s history is lost in the desert’s sands and extends back thousands of years to ancient Egypt and North Africa. The breed today remains largely unchanged from its original form.
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“A pure-bred Sloughi neither eats nor drinks from a dirty vessel; he refuses milk into which someone has plunged his hands. Has he not been trained for delicate disdain? Whereas the common dog, useful and vigilant guardian, is at the most allowed to seek his food among carrion and old bones, whereas he is shamefully repulsed far from the tent and the table, the Sloughi, he, himself, lies in the room reserved for the men, on the carpets at his master’s side or even on his bed… He is clothed, protected from the cold with blankets like the horse; it is well known that he is very sensitive to the cold. It is one more proof of his being pure-bred. The Sloughi accompanies his master on his visits; like him he is given hospitality and has his share of each dish. A pure-bred Sloughi never hunts but with his master. He knows by his cleanliness, his respect for conventions, and the graciousness of his manners, how to acknowledge the consideration of which he is the object…. The death of a Sloughi is a cause for mourning for all the tent; women and children weep for him as for a member of the family.”


This description from the mid-1800s, the first known portrait of the magnificent Sloughi breed and its role in North African societies, reached us through the well-known books of Général Daumas. These stories were soon to be followed by those of others who had traveled to the North African countries of Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Libya. Others stationed there also offered accounts, including Charles Cornevin and particularly Pierre Mégnin (1897). Several enthusiastic accounts about the hunting ability and the temperament of the Sloughi date from the time that France occupied Algeria, and from Dutch traveler Auguste Le Gras (1912) and German traveler Waizenegger (1932–36). According to Durel (1942), it is among the Great Nomadic tribes of the Sahara that the best Sloughis were found. He cites Captain Coget, expert on the Sloughi in its original environment, who said that the best Sloughis were found particularly in the Algerian Moroccan South among the tribes of Oulad Sidi-Cheikh, Oulad-Djerir, Beni-Guil, Oulad Nacer, Doui-Menia and others.


France and Holland were the first to import this breed at the turn of the 20th century. In Holland, Auguste Le Gras brought back five Sloughis, which became the foundation of Dutch Sloughi breeding before World War II. In France, several Sloughis came from Algeria, where the military was stationed, from Tunisia and later from Morocco.


World War II effectively interrupted dog breeding in France, Holland and Germany, and one had to wait for the 1960s to see a renewal of interest in the breed. The end of the conflict between France and Algeria during the late 1960s enabled the importation of new dogs to Europe, as people returning from Algeria brought their Sloughis back with them. At the same time, by the first half of the 20th century, the Sloughi breed became almost extinct in its countries of origin. Political upheavals had disrupted highly sophisticated breeding by leading families. A new law introduced during French occupation, which prohibited hunting with sighthounds, had resulted in the shooting on sight of these dogs. Epidemic rabies had further decimated the Sloughi population. By the end of the 20th century, the countries of origin were making efforts to protect their Sloughi populations as national patrimony, particularly Algeria, through the Club du Sloughi d’Alger; and Morocco, through the Club du Sloughi Marocain. However, the breed is still subject to the harsh conditions prevailing in North Africa and has to survive epidemics of rabies, distemper, parvovirus and various local endemic diseases such as babisia and leishmania, as vaccinations for some of these illnesses are not readily available.


Today, the breed, now well established in various European countries and to some extent in the US, is still not very common, and it is treasured by a relatively small, but dedicated, number of enthusiasts.


EARLY HISTORY


The exact origins of the breed are lost in the desert sands, as they date too far back to be completely known and thus remain speculative. Representations of African sighthound-like dogs go back to the seventh and eighth millennium BC, and artifacts of ancient Egypt show us how valuable prick-eared (Tesem) and lop-eared smooth sighthounds were in those days. The smooth lop-eared sighthounds of ancient Egypt are thought to have originated from Asia (east of Egypt), but they were also part of tributes paid to the pharaohs from Nubia (south of Egypt) and possibly Libya. A mummy of such a dog is kept in the Cairo Museum. Its coat color is pale fawn (which we now call “sand”).


The history of the Sloughi is linked to the history of its people, the Berbers, who have lived in North Africa since the earliest recorded time. References to them date from about 3000 BC. For many centuries the Berbers inhabited the coast of North Africa from Egypt to Morocco. Over the centuries, various powers dominated the area starting with the Romans.


In 264 BC, Rome engaged with Carthage in a struggle for the control of the Mediterranean Sea. Carthage (now Tunis) at this time was the foremost maritime power in the world, ruling as absolutely in the central and western Mediterranean as did Rome on the Italian peninsula. It became such a power under the leadership of the great general Hamilcar, Hamilcar’s son-in-law Hasdrubal and finally Hamilcar’s son Hannibal. The Second Punic War began in 218 BC. Hannibal crossed the Alps with an enormous force, descending on Italy from the north, and defeated the Romans in a series of battles; he then continued to ravage most of southern Italy for years. He was recalled to Africa to face Scipio Africanus, who had invaded Carthage. Scipio decisively defeated Hannibal at Zama in 202 BC, and Carthage was compelled to give up its navy, cede Spain and its Mediterranean islands and pay a huge indemnity. From Syria to Spain, the Mediterranean was now dominated by Rome.




COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN


Although the Poodle is often believed to have originated in both Germany and France, most breeds of pure-bred dog derive from single countries. The Sloughi is unique in that it derives from the North African region and several countries rightly can lay claim to being the breed’s “country of origin.” These countries include Morocco, Algeria, Libya and Tunisia.





Then came the Vandals, an ancient Germanic tribe of Jutland (now in Denmark), who achieved their greatest power when Gaiseric became king of the tribe in 428 AD. They moved to North Africa the following year and there defeated the Romans. Gaiseric’s sovereignty was recognized by the Roman emperor Valentinian III in 422. The Vandals predominated in what is now Algeria and northern Morocco by 435, and conquered Carthage in 439. The Vandals’ power began to decline after Gaiseric’s death in 477, and in 534 they were defeated by the Byzantine general Belisarius.


Berbers continued to inhabit the region until the seventh century AD, when the Arabs conquered North Africa and drove many Berber tribes inland to the Atlas Mountains and to areas in and near the Sahara. Beginning about 1045 and continuing at a decreasing rate for several centuries, Bedouin nomads from central Arabia invaded northern Africa. These invaders took over all suitable grazing land and upset the balanced agricultural and urban civilization that the resident Berbers had achieved. The Bedouin flocks destroyed most of the natural ground cover; by over-grazing, the flocks turned pasture-land into semi-desert.
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Reproduction of “Return from the Hunt,” Thebes, 15th Century BC, from the grave of Rekh-mi-Re. This drawing was done by the author, based on a postcard from the Louvre Museum, Paris, France.
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Mummy of a lop-eared hound bitch, found in the Cairo Museum, Egypt. It belonged perhaps to Amenhotep or Horemheb, 18TH dynasty, Valley of the Kings.
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A well-known mural painting that depicts a pack of hounds, part of a Nubian tribute to the Pharaohs from Nubia, 15th century BC, decorating the grave of Rekh-mi-Re.


The Ottoman Empire, under Selim I, destroyed the Mameluke Empire in 1517 and conquered Syria, Palestine, Egypt and Arabia, thus incorporating the heartland of the old Islamic caliphates. The Ottoman Empire reached its peak during the reign of Suleiman the Magnificent. The decline of the Ottoman Empire began late in the reign of Suleiman I and continued until the end of World War I in 1918, when it finally collapsed. It was replaced by the modern Republic of Turkey, founded in 1923 by Mustafa Kemal (later Atatürk) from a portion of the Ottoman Empire.


During all of the centuries, it is difficult to know exactly how the various hunting hounds that probably came with the invaders influenced the hounds of the Berbers, how the hounds of the Berbers influenced the dogs of the invaders and how the hounds of the various invaders influenced each other. The Romans bred the Vertragus sighthound. Hunting scenes on mosaic (in the Tunis Museum) show us that the sighthounds with which the Romans hunted were sand, red, black and brindle, the same coat colors found today in the Sloughi. Which dogs the Vandals brought with them is unclear. It is probable that the Turks had some of their feathered sighthounds with them. In fact, such sighthounds were imported from Egypt to the UK at the turn of the 20th century.


Because of the migration of different peoples in that part of the world over the centuries, we cannot ascertain whether or not these ancient Egyptian drop-eared sighthounds are directly related to the drop-eared smooth sighthounds we know today. The ancient Egyptian drop-eared hound does resemble today’s Sloughi, smooth Saluki, Azawakh and smooth Afghan Hound, but it is impossible without a genetic study to know whether it was a breed of its own, whether it was identical to any one of these four breeds or whether it was the ancestor of all drop-eared sighthounds. The mummy in Cairo tells us that it was a dog of relatively small size, smaller indeed than all four of the breeds mentioned.




HOW’S YOUR ARABIC?


The words “Slughi” (colloquial Arabic) and “Saluki” (classical Arabic) mean “sighthound” in English. The names “Sloughi” and “Saluki” are European spellings of the Arabic words and were used to name these two different breeds by the Western world. They replace the Arabic way of referring to these breeds as Slughi-mogrebi (Sloughi), and Slughi-shami (feathered Saluki) or Slughi-nedji (smooth Saluki). Similarly, the English Greyhound is named Slughi-inglisi. In Afghanistan, sighthounds are named “Tazi” (which means “Arabian”), and this word is used to refer to Salukis, Afghan Hounds and Steppen Afghan Hounds.
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Nevertheless, the reader should understand that, in spite of all of these various invaders across the centuries, recent studies on the mitochondrial DNA of today’s Egyptian people reveal that they have the same mitochondrial DNA as the ancient Egyptians. This proves that local populations of people, and probably of animals as well, even if there was an occasional mixing of bloodlines, remained genetically stable across thousands of years.


[image: image]


[image: image]


Basenji (above) and Rhodesian Ridgeback (below), two of the breeds that, along with the Sloughi and the Azawakh, make up the four breeds native to Africa.


THE SLOUGHI IN ITS COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN


MOROCCO


Although the Sloughi was originally the sighthound of the Berber people, Bedouins also developed a relationship with this breed as they invaded the Berbers’ territory. In Morocco, the Sloughis are to be found in the Berber villages, where they are free to roam without bothering either cattle or poultry. The finer-boned, smaller Sloughis are used to hunt hare. The stronger Sloughis, often covered with scars, are set loose against jackals, which attack the goat and sheep herds. The few Sloughis found around towns are usually kept as cherished pets by the affluent Arabs.




FOUR SMOOTH AFRICANS


The Sloughi is one of two African sighthound breeds recognized by the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI). Whereas the Sloughi originates from North Africa (Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia and Libya), the Azawakh is to be found in Central Africa (Chad, Niger, Burkina Faso and Mali). Other recognized African breeds are the Rhodesian Ridgeback and the Basenji. These four breeds are all smooth-coated.





In the 1930s, it seems that in Morocco, in contrast to Algeria, most of the Sloughis were sand-colored (Waizenegger 1933–36). Accounts from people returning from dog shows in Casablanca and Rabat in the 1980s and 1990s tell us that most Sloughis in Morocco are sand with black mask or sand brindle with black mask, and a few are red with black mask or sand with black mantle.


Most of the activities of the Club du Sloughi Marocain seem to concentrate on north and central Morocco, around the king’s towns of Fes, Marrakech, Meknes and Rabat. Sloughis are found between the regions of Ourzazate and Taroudant, Tiznit and Guelmim. The Princess Ruspoli, who has actively pursued the history, standardization and preservation of the breed in Morocco, used to keep a pack of royal Sloughis. Little is known today about the once-famous and exquisite Sloughis of the south.


The Moroccan Sloughi, as we know it today, is considered to be of the “mountain type,” substantial and tall (compared to the more lightly built “desert type”). The dogs exported from this country, or used for breeding there, were sand with black mask and black mantle (Abd des Grimoires de Kerfa in France, G’Zel Ouled Laouichat and Amrah in Morocco), sand brindle (Jnah Douar Oulad in Morocco) or sand with black mask (Mansur in Germany, Atika Bint du Maroc in Holland, Mechra-Bel-Ksiri dogs in Switzerland).




MODERN BREEDING


The Sloughi breed was developed in Europe and the US from dogs imported directly from Tunisia, Libya, Morocco and Algeria. Still today, some breeders continue to import dogs from these countries in order to breed as closely as possible to the original country-of-origin dogs.
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ALGERIA


Most of the French literature on Sloughis originated from this country as a result of the French occupation. Xavier Przezdziecki says, in his 1955 enthusiastic description of the breed, that the preferred coat colors are sand with black mask and brindle, but that others also exist (red, black mantle). It is from these accounts that we know of the two types of Sloughis: the lightly built exquisite Sloughi of the desert and the more strongly built impressive mountain Sloughi. In the country of origin, red brindle dogs that were used for breeding all came from or were suspected to be from Algeria (Ramla in the US, Fautchy, rescue in France). One early brood bitch in France in the early 1960s, Chéchia Bent Abdul des Barines, was red brindle and had Algerian parents, bred by Xavier Pzezdziecki. Other imports were sand with black mask (Auguste LeGras’s Muska and Hoëesj, Quitus in France, Richa in the US and others).


TUNISIA


In his informative description of a gazelle hunt, Auguste Le Gras (1921) says that the Tunisian Sloughis are mostly sand-colored. A trip to Tunisia in 1999 revealed a clear difference between the tall, substantial, mountain-type Sloughis found in the Atlas mountains, north of Tunisia, and the smaller, finer-boned, desert-type Sloughis found on the borders of the Sahara Desert. The Sloughis in Tunisia have some relationship to the Libyan Sloughis and the Algerian Sloughis, as this small country shares borders with both of these countries, and its Sloughis are found in sand, red and brindle in both colors. There are a few sand-colored dogs with black mantles as well. Dogs exported from Tunisia were sand with black mask (Auguste Le Gras’s Schaab and Zeïna in Holland, Richa el Djerid in Switzerland, Y’Schrab in France), sand with dark overlay (Bedui in Germany), red sand (Rym Cassandra in the US) or sand light brindle (Tarfa in the US).


LIBYA


According to Mrs. van Duyven-bode, the Libyan Sloughi resembles the Tunisian Sloughi. Apart from the rare brindles, most are sand or pale cream with dark brown eyes and black noses, lips and lines around the eyes; few seem to have black masks. Although pups may have dark masks, they fade as the pups grow up; no adults had black masks. The Libyan Sloughi is apparently very homogenous. The average size for the dogs is 27 inches (68–70 cm) and for bitches 25 inches (63–65 cm). Because of the political situation in Libya after the early 1970s, little is known about the situation of the Libyan Sloughi today. Most of the dogs exported out of Libya were sand-colored (Tagiurie el Sian in the US, Damiela in Holland, Dukal Umm Bersheba’s el Abid in Switzerland); one was sand brindle (Rodarty, US).
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The Afghan Hound is a well-known sighthound. There has been some confusion in various countries over correctly distinguishing between the different, lop-eared sighthound breeds.


NORTH AFRICAN TRADITIONS


Général Daumas (1850) relates that, in Algeria, “Pleasure is taken in adorning (the Sloughi), in putting shell collars on him. He is protected against the evil eye by the talismans put on him.” The feet of the Sloughi are also dipped in henna to bring good luck. In Algeria, at the age of three months, the frein of the tongue (chaiata in Arabic) is sometimes cut to give the Sloughi more stamina when racing. In both Algeria and Tunisia, the ears of the Sloughi are cropped up, allegedly to prevent them from being torn to pieces when hunting jackals. A cornered jackal throws himself on his back and defends himself by thrashing with his front paws. The Sloughi’s front legs are also branded when the dog is six months old by using a heated “cerpette” applied in a slanted position on the inside of the front leg. Not only are such brands specific for each tribe, they are also thought to keep the dog’s legs straight, preventing malformation of the joints, thus improving running. However, the few pictures of Libyan Sloughis show neither cropped-up ears nor any marks on the dogs’ front legs. This tradition does not seem to be widespread in Morocco either.


Général Daumas writes that the Sloughi is the only dog treated as family and allowed inside the tent. A Bedouin would go without his own blanket to provide his Sloughi with warmth in the cold desert nights, and puppies were often breast-fed by Bedouin women to help nursing bitches. At the end of his owner’s life, the Sloughi is, like the horse, part of the precious inheritance that his owner leaves behind. At the end of the dog’s life, the Sloughi is mourned.


Sloughi fancier Armin Schmid met an old Patriarche at the Casablanca dog show in 1989, who told him, “Quand on rêve d’un Sloughi, on rêve d’un ami” (“When you dream of a Sloughi, you dream of a friend”). This charming maxim shows the special relationship of the Arab to his Sloughi. Like precious companion dogs from the Orient, a top-quality Sloughi is never sold, but is given as a precious gift to the best of friends.


According to Durel (Algeria, 1942), the Arab takes the breeding of his Sloughis very seriously. The owner of a great dam will ride on horse or mehari (camel) for miles across the desert to take her to a sire who is well known for his beauty and hunting ability. The Arabs have powerful traditions regarding the selection and breeding of Sloughis, thus preserving this fascinating breed to the point that it has become the true incarnation of the gazehound.


A sophisticated Sloughi breeding existed also in Morocco in the 1920s and 1930s. In this country, the secret of breeding Sloughis is passed down from father to son. Such families have had Sloughis for many generations. El Glaoui, the Pasha of Marrakesh and many princesses also have contributed to the high quality of the Moroccan Sloughis.


As Général Daumas tells us: “Only the Sloughi has the esteem, the consideration, the watchful tenderness of his master. That is because the rich, as well as the poor, regard him as a companion of their chivalrous pastimes in which they take such pleasure. For the poor, the Sloughi is also the purveyor who keeps him alive. Thus he is not trained with hurried pains. His breeding is supervised with the same precautions as that of the mare. In the Sahara a man will travel from 25 to 30 leagues to mate a beautiful bitch with a renowned dog capable of taking a gazelle on the run. If by some fatal chance, a bitch (sloughia) has mated with a watchdog, she is made to abort by massaging the young in her belly when they are formed, or else the young are cast off as soon as they have seen the light of day…”


THE SLOUGHI ON THE CONTINENT


We’ve mentioned that France and Holland were the first to import this breed at the turn of the 20th century. The breed became more well known in Europe in the late 1960s, at the end of the war between France and Algeria, as people returning from Algeria brought their Sloughis with them. Today the Sloughi is bred, exhibited in shows and seen participating in sporting events such as non-commercial racing and lure-coursing in France, Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Italy and Denmark, and more recently in the US. As will become apparent, the breeding of Sloughis in Europe and the US is quite international, blending lines across borders. This breeding also includes, sometimes, African bloodlines representing all four countries of origin.
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