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    The Beekeeper of Aleppo was first performed at Nottingham Playhouse on 3 February 2023, commissioned by Sarita Johnson and produced in association with Liverpool Everyman, Playhouse and UK Productions. The cast was as follows:




    

      

        	

          NURI


        



        	 



        	

          Alfred Clay


        

      




      

        	

          NGO WORKER (NEIL),


          IMMIGRATION OFFICER #1,


          ENSEMBLE


        



        	 



        	

          Fanos Xenofós


        

      




      

        	

          MUSTAFA, MOROCCAN MAN,


          ENSEMBLE


        



        	 



        	

          Joseph Long


        

      




      

        	

          AFRA


        



        	 



        	

          Roxy Faridany


        

      




      

        	

          ANGELIKI, LUCY FISHER,


          ENSEMBLE


        



        	 



        	

          Nadia Williams


        

      




      

        	

          NADIM, FOTAKIS, ALI,


          ENSEMBLE


        



        	 



        	

          Aram Mardourian


        

      




      

        	

          IMMIGRATION OFFICER #2,


          DR. FARUK, DAHAB,


          ENSEMBLE


        



        	 



        	

          Daphne Kouma


        

      




      

        	

          NGO WORKER, WOMAN BY


          THE SEA, ENSEMBLE


        



        	 



        	

          Lily Demir


        

      




      

        	

          MOHAMMED / SAMI


        



        	 



        	

          Elham Mahyoub


        

      




      

        	

          Novelist


        



        	 



        	

          Christy Lefteri


        

      




      

        	

          Playwrights


        



        	 



        	

          Nesrin Alrefaai


          Matthew Spangler


        

      




      

        	

          Director


        



        	 



        	

          Miranda Cromwell


        

      




      

        	

          Designer


        



        	 



        	

          Ruby Pugh


        

      




      

        	

          Lighting Designer


        



        	 



        	

          Ben Ormerod


        

      




      

        	

          Sound Designer


        



        	 



        	

          Tingying Dong


        

      




      

        	

          Film Designer


        



        	 



        	

          Ravi Deepres


        

      




      

        	

          Composer


        



        	 



        	

          Elaha Soroor


        

      




      

        	

          Cultural Consultant


        



        	 



        	

          Nesrin Alrefaai


        

      




      

        	

          Casting Director


        



        	 



        	

          Christopher Worrall


        

      




      

        	

          Voice and Dialect Coach


        



        	 



        	

          Khaled Ahunaama


        

      




      

        	

          Voice Coach


        



        	 



        	

          Marianne Samuels


        

      




      

        	

          Dramatherapist


        



        	 



        	

          Nikki Disney


        

      




      

        	

          Props Supervisor


        



        	 



        	

          Alex Hatton


        

      




      

        	

          Associate Director


        



        	 



        	

          Nadia Emam


        

      




      

        	

          Associate Film Designer


        



        	 



        	

          Luke Unsworth


        

      




      

        	

          Fight Consultant


        



        	 



        	

          Jonathan Holby


        

      




      

        	

          Production Managers


        



        	 



        	

          Andy Batty


          Andrew Quick


        

      




      

        	

          Company Stage Manager


        



        	 



        	

          Ben Gray


        

      




      

        	

          Deputy Stage Manager


        



        	 



        	

          Charlotte Jones


        

      




      

        	

          Assistant Stage Manager


        



        	 



        	

          Daniel McVey


        

      




      

        	

          Costume Supervisor


        



        	 



        	

          Emilie Carter


        

      




      

        	

          Wardrobe Mistress


        



        	 



        	

          Daisy Ivan


        

      




      

        	

          Wardrobe Deputy


        



        	 



        	

          Megan Hart


        

      




      

        	

          Video Programmer


        



        	 



        	

          Edward Freeman


        

      




      

        	

          Production Electrician


        



        	 



        	

          Alex Rolfe


        

      




      

        	

          LX1


        



        	 



        	

          Liam Hudson


        

      




      

        	

          Video Engineer


        



        	 



        	

          Dan Crews


        

      




      

        	

          Touring Sound / AV Engineer


        



        	 



        	

          Adam Hutton


        

      




      

        	

          Musical Arrangement


        



        	 



        	

          Giuliano Modarelli


        

      




      

        	

          Lyrics


        



        	 



        	

          Mohammad Sharif Saiidi


        

      




      

        	

          Vocal


        



        	 



        	

          Elaha Soroor


        

      




      

        	

          Kamanche


        



        	 



        	

          Nilofar Shiri


        

      




      

        	

          Guitar


        



        	 



        	

          Kaveh Bahrami


        

      




      

        	

          Percussion


        



        	 



        	

          Joost Hendrickx


        

      




      

        	

          FOR NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE


        



        	 



        	

           


        

      




      

        	

          Chief Executive


        



        	 



        	

          Stephanie Sirr


        

      




      

        	

          Artistic Director


        



        	 



        	

          Adam Penford


        

      




      

        	

          Executive Producer


        



        	 



        	

          Tess Ellison


        

      




      

        	

          FOR UK PRODUCTIONS


        



        	 



        	

           


        

      




      

        	

          Managing Director and Producer


        



        	 



        	

          Martin Dodd


        

      




      

        	

          Artistic Producer & General Manager


        



        	 



        	

          Damian Sandys


        

      




      

        	

          Production Director


        



        	 



        	

          Andy Batty


        

      




      

        	

          Head of Wardrobe


        



        	 



        	

          Liz Dennis


        

      




      

        	

          Finance Director


        



        	 



        	

          Sandra Dodd


        

      


    


  




  

    

      

    




    




    This version of The Beekeeper of Aleppo was first performed at Nottingham Playhouse on 7 February 2026, produced by the Nottingham Playhouse and Martin Dodd for UK Productions. The cast was as follows:




    

      

        	

          NURI


        



        	 



        	

          Adam Sina


        

      




      

        	

          MUSTAFA, MOROCCAN MAN


        



        	 



        	

          Joseph Long


        

      




      

        	

          ENSEMBLE


        



        	 



        	

          Mohsen Ghaffari


        

      




      

        	

          AFRA


        



        	 



        	

          Farah Saffari


        

      




      

        	

          MOHAMMED / SAMI


        



        	 



        	

          Dona Atallah


        

      




      

        	

          ANGELIKI, LUCY FISHER


        



        	 



        	

          Princess Khumalo


        

      




      

        	

          NADIM, FOTAKIS, ALI


        



        	 



        	

          Aram Mardourian


        

      




      

        	

          IMMIGRATION OFFICER,


          DR. FARUK, DAHAB


        



        	 



        	

          Alia Lahlou


        

      




      

        	

          ENSEMBLE


        



        	 



        	

          Helena Massoud


        

      




      

        	

          Director


        



        	 



        	

          Anthony Almeida


        

      




      

        	

          Original Director


        



        	 



        	

          Miranda Cromwell


        

      




      

        	

          Designer


        



        	 



        	

          Ruby Pugh


        

      




      

        	

          Lighting Designer


        



        	 



        	

          Ben Ormerod


        

      




      

        	

          Sound Designer


        



        	 



        	

          Tingying Dong


        

      




      

        	

          Video Designer


        



        	 



        	

          Zsolt Balogh


          for PALMA Studio


        

      




      

        	

          Composer


        



        	 



        	

          Elaha Soroor


        

      




      

        	

          Movement Director


        



        	 



        	

          Kane Husbands


        

      




      

        	

          Dialect Coaches


        



        	 



        	

          Nadia Gattan


          Louise Jones


        

      




      

        	

          Voice Coach


        



        	 



        	

          Marianne Samuels


        

      




      

        	

          Artist Wellbeing Practitioner


        



        	 



        	

          Nikki Disney


        

      




      

        	

          Props Supervisor


        



        	 



        	

          Hannah Zemlak


        

      




      

        	

          Casting Director


        



        	 



        	

          Lucy Jenkins


          & Sooki McShane


          for Jenkins McShane


          Casting


        

      




      

        	

          Cultural Consultant


        



        	 



        	

          Nesrin Alrefaai


        

      




      

        	

          Fight Consultant


        



        	 



        	

          Kiel O’Shea


        

      




      

        	

          Revival Sound Designer


        



        	 



        	

          Bella Kear


        

      




      

        	

          Assistant Director


        



        	 



        	

          Massi Safa


        

      




      

        	

          Video Engineer & Programmer


        



        	 



        	

          Gillian Tan


        

      




      

        	

          Production Electrician


        



        	 



        	

          Alex Rolfe


        

      




      

        	

          Production Managers


        



        	 



        	

          Andy Batty


          Andrew Quick


        

      




      

        	

          Company Stage Manager


        



        	 



        	

          Grace Duckerin


        

      




      

        	

          Deputy Stage Manager


        



        	 



        	

          Charlotte Jones


        

      




      

        	

          Assistant Stage Manager


        



        	 



        	

          Crystal Gayle


        

      




      

        	

          Costume Supervisors


        



        	 



        	

          Emilie Carter


          Liz Dennis


        

      




      

        	

          Wardrobe Mistress


        



        	 



        	

          Amy Charlotte Pickard


        

      




      

        	

          Wardrobe Deputy


        



        	 



        	

          Emily Applegate


        

      




      

        	

          Video & Sound Engineer


        



        	 



        	

          Dan Crews


        

      




      

        	

          LX1


        



        	 



        	

          Harley Hodges


        

      




      

        	

          Touring Sound / AV Engineer


        



        	 



        	

          Chiara Bertrand


        

      




      

        	

          Artwork


        



        	 



        	

          Vian Hussein


        

      




      

        	

          Images & Drone Footage


        



        	 



        	

          Aleppo Media Centre


        

      




      

        	

          FOR NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE


        



        	 



        	

           


        

      




      

        	

          Chief Executive


        



        	 



        	

          Stephanie Sirr


        

      




      

        	

          Artistic Director


        



        	 



        	

          Adam Penford


        

      




      

        	

          Executive Producer


        



        	 



        	

          Amanda Bruce


        

      




      

        	

          FOR UK PRODUCTIONS


        



        	 



        	

           


        

      




      

        	

          Producer


        



        	 



        	

          Martin Dodd


        

      




      

        	

          Artistic Producer &


          General Manager


        



        	 



        	

          Damian Sandys


        

      


    


  




  

    

      

    




    
Characters


    (in approximate order of appearance)





    NURI


    MUSTAFA


    IMMIGRATION OFFICER #1 (Heathrow Airport)


    AFRA


    MOHAMMED


    MOROCCAN MAN


    LUCY FISHER


    FACE ON TV


    JEREMY KYLE


    RECEPTIONIST


    DAHAB


    IMMIGRATION OFFICER #2 (Croydon)


    MAN #1, MAN #2


    ALI


    WOMAN STANDING BY THE SEA


    NADIM


    NGO WORKERS #1, #2, #3, #4, #5, #6


    ANGELIKI


    DR. HELEN FARUK


    VOICE #1, #2, #3


    CONSTANTINOS FOTAKIS


    SAMI




    The play is written for seven to nine actors, with actors playing multiple roles, except those who play NURI, AFRA, and SAMI/MOHAMMED.


  




  

    

      

    




    




    

      
Notes on the Script





      Scenes should flow quickly from one to the next with no scene break or separation between them.




      // indicates an interruption.




      [ ] indicates words thought, but not said, as well as translations of Arabic to English.




      Notes on the Performance




      Nuri’s experience of the story must be present and immediate. He should relive the events and emotions, as if he does not know what is coming next. Sometimes, the story overwhelms Nuri and he loses control of it.




      Nuri’s longer monologues, for instance, in Act One, Scene Eight; Act One, Scene Ten; and Act Two, Scene Four, could be done entirely through language, or they could be done with no spoken language and a combination of physical action, sound and visual design, or a combination of both.




      Companies are encouraged to use an ensemble storytelling aesthetic, in which the Ensemble helps convey the story through moments of shared gesture and breath. We have provided stage directions in Act One, Scene One; Act One, Scene Ten; and Act Two, Scene Nine that indicate Ensemble actions. Companies are welcome to follow these directions, or create their own.




      In the novel, Mohammed carries a marble. The second UK production used a Lego truck, largely for increased visibility of the object from the stage. Companies are welcome to use either. We have included the language for both within the script and companies should choose one.




      Nuri and Afra should not physically touch each other until the final scene of the play.




      Notes on Design




      The production should use a rich sound design, so that we hear the sounds of Nuri and Afra’s journey.




      Consider surtitles between scenes to indicate changes in location and time.




      

        This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.
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