

  

    

      

    

  




    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


The Essential Works of Christianity



Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von

8596547779964

29299

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

The Essential Works of Christianity is a remarkable collection that delves deeply into the heart of Christian thought and literature. Spanning a vast array of literary styles from poetic meditations to philosophical discourses, this anthology offers a panoramic view of the Christian tradition. Through the inclusion of works across different eras, it highlights the intellectual and spiritual evolution within Christianity. Noteworthy entries, without singular attribution, provide insights into existential queries and ethical conundrums that have long been a part of Christian discourse, demonstrating the multifaceted nature of the faith. The anthology brings together a diverse group of authors, including influential theologians, philosophers, mystics, and reformers. The collection aligns with significant historical and cultural movements, such as the Reformation, Enlightenment, and Romanticism, providing a rich backdrop against which these texts can be appreciated. From Augustine's early contemplations to Nietzsche's criticisms, the voices within this anthology converge to offer a profound exploration of Christianity's impact on both individual spirituality and broader societal values. Readers are encouraged to immerse themselves in The Essential Works of Christianity to uncover its vast educational riches and multifarious perspectives. This assemblage presents an invaluable opportunity to engage with the ongoing dialogue between historical and contemporary Christian thought and practice. Whether one is a seasoned scholar or a curious newcomer to Christian literature, this compilation promises to challenge and enrich one's understanding of a profound religious tradition. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - An Introduction draws the threads together, discussing why these diverse authors and texts belong in one collection. - Historical Context explores the cultural and intellectual currents that shaped these works, offering insight into the shared (or contrasting) eras that influenced each writer. - A combined Synopsis (Selection) briefly outlines the key plots or arguments of the included pieces, helping readers grasp the anthology's overall scope without giving away essential twists. - A collective Analysis highlights common themes, stylistic variations, and significant crossovers in tone and technique, tying together writers from different backgrounds. - Reflection questions encourage readers to compare the different voices and perspectives within the collection, fostering a richer understanding of the overarching conversation.
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In "Sermons of Meister Eckhart," the medieval mystic and theologian Meister Eckhart delivers a profound exploration of the relationship between the divine and the human soul. Drawing on rich theological insights and the contemplative tradition, Eckhart's sermons feature a unique blend of Scripture interpretation, philosophical discourse, and experiential spirituality. His literary style is marked by parables, metaphorical language, and a commitment to challenging conventional piety. This collection stands as a pivotal contribution to the mysticism of the late Middle Ages, touching upon themes of unity with God, the nature of existence, and the importance of personal transformation. Meister Eckhart, a Dominican friar and a prominent figure of German mysticism, lived during a time of significant theological development in the late 13th and early 14th centuries. His exposure to scholastic thought and his engagement with the spiritual questions of his era greatly influenced his writings. The tension between his innovative mystical ideas and the prevailing doctrines of the Church ultimately led to posthumous controversies surrounding his teachings, emphasizing his radical perspective on the inner life of faith. "Sermons of Meister Eckhart" is essential reading for anyone interested in mysticism, theology, and philosophical inquiry. By delving into his sermons, readers are invited to reflect on their spiritual journeys and gain insights into the deeper aspects of existence, making it a remarkable contribution to both historical and contemporary discussions of spirituality. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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Excellent Women is a curated collection of biographical sketches celebrating the lives, faith, and service of remarkable Christian women. Originally compiled by the Religious Tract Society in London during the late 1800s, this volume offers concise, inspiring portraits of individuals whose lives embodied devotion, social reform, leadership, and spiritual depth. From early chapters about Elizabeth Fry — the Quaker philanthropist and prison reformer — to profiles of Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Frances Ridley Havergal, Ann Judson, and others, the compilation presents a diversity of characters united by their moral conviction and impact on society. Each biography sketches the subject's upbringing, spiritual journey, challenges faced, and their enduring legacy. The writing is accessible yet dignified, suitable for general readers interested in religious history, women's biographies, Christian witness, or Victorian-era ministry. While not a modern critical biography, Excellent Women serves as an evocative introduction to lives lived with purpose—an encouragement for readers seeking models of faith in action.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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The "BEATRIX POTTER Ultimate Collection" is a comprehensive anthology that presents twenty-two enchanting children's stories, each illustrated with Potter's intricate, original artwork. This collection showcases her whimsical narratives, filled with a blend of anthropomorphic animal characters and pastoral settings, reflecting the early 20th-century British countryside. Potter's literary style combines a simple yet engaging prose, making her tales accessible while also rich in moral lessons and life reflections. The stories, deeply rooted in natural history and ecological awareness, provide both entertainment and education, making them timeless classics in children's literature. Beatrix Potter, an esteemed author and illustrator, was born in 1866 into a well-to-do family in Victorian England. Her upbringing in the Lake District inspired her love for nature, which profoundly influenced her storytelling. A naturalist and an early advocate for conservation, Potter's experiences with animals and her keen observations of their behaviors are beautifully woven into her narratives. Her unique background and artistic inclinations allowed her to craft stories that resonate with both the innocent curiosity of childhood and broader environmental themes. This collection is highly recommended for readers of all ages who wish to immerse themselves in a world of imagination and nature. The exquisite illustrations and delightful tales serve as both a nostalgic reminder of childhood and an invaluable resource for parents seeking to cultivate a love of reading in their children. Potter's stories are not merely entertainments; they are an invitation to experience the beauty of the natural world, making this ultimate collection a must-have addition to any library. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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    Arthur W. Pink’s The Sovereignty of God confronts the unsettling and consoling claim that God rules over all things without rival. From its opening pages, the book frames divine sovereignty as the central lens through which Christian faith, worship, and daily obedience are to be understood. Rather than offering abstract speculation, it insists on grounding its assertions in Scripture, inviting readers into a serious reconsideration of God’s authority over creation, history, and salvation. The result is an uncompromising, reverent exploration that seeks to reorient the reader’s view of God and, by extension, the meaning of human life under his government.

This work belongs to the genre of Christian theological exposition, written by Arthur W. Pink (1886–1952), a pastor and author associated with Reformed thought. First appearing in the early decades of the twentieth century, it engages questions that were prominent in Protestant debates about divine sovereignty and human responsibility. While not tied to a specific historical setting in the narrative sense, its intellectual context includes ongoing discussions between Calvinistic and Arminian perspectives. Pink’s treatment reflects an era marked by confidence in systematic theology and a determination to let the text of Scripture adjudicate doctrinal disputes, shaping both its method and tone.

Readers should expect a work of doctrinal argument and pastoral application rather than a narrative, written in a straightforward, earnest voice that aims to persuade as much as to instruct. Pink proceeds by defining terms, assembling biblical evidence, and considering objections, all in a style that is clear, categorical, and intent on emphasizing God’s primacy. The mood is serious yet devotional, seeking to stir worship while sharpening understanding. Without resorting to rhetorical flourish, the book builds a cumulative case that the sovereignty of God is not a peripheral truth but a controlling conviction that illuminates every aspect of Christian belief and practice.

Key themes include God’s rule over creation and providence, the relation of divine purpose to human decisions, and the implications of sovereignty for salvation, prayer, suffering, and service. Pink contends that a lofty view of God’s freedom, wisdom, and power provides both theological coherence and spiritual stability. He explores how this doctrine reframes common questions about evil, justice, mercy, and grace, pressing readers to wrestle with difficult tensions without diminishing God’s majesty. The book also reflects a pastoral aim: to fortify trust in God’s character, cultivate humility, and anchor assurance not in human performance but in the constancy of divine governance.

The Sovereignty of God remains relevant because the questions it tackles—Who is ultimately in control? How do human choices matter? Where is God in pain and uncertainty?—continue to animate contemporary faith and life. In an age preoccupied with autonomy and anxiety, Pink’s emphasis on God’s comprehensive rule offers a counterpoint that is both challenging and consoling. It invites readers to evaluate assumptions about chance, fate, and freedom, and to consider how theology shapes resilience, hope, and responsibility. Whether one agrees with all of Pink’s conclusions or not, the book raises enduring issues that reward careful, reflective engagement.

Pink’s voice is unapologetically doctrinal and often polemical, yet it is also pastoral in its applications. He contrasts his position with alternative theological views and argues that minimizing divine sovereignty impoverishes worship and weakens confidence in God’s promises. The prose favors concise definitions, frequent biblical citations, and logical progression. Readers may find the argument demanding, but the clarity of structure supports sustained study. The tone is sober rather than speculative, aiming to persuade by the weight of scriptural testimony. As the argument unfolds, Pink persistently returns to the conviction that a grand view of God produces steadiness and reverence.

Approached with an open Bible and a willingness to think carefully, The Sovereignty of God offers a rigorous, contemplative reading experience. It rewards slow attention, inviting readers to test assertions against Scripture and to consider practical implications for worship, prayer, and perseverance. The book’s influence endures not because it resolves every tension but because it compels readers to take God’s self-revelation seriously and to live in light of it. For students, pastors, and thoughtful laypeople alike, Pink’s work stands as a call to anchor faith in the character and purposes of God, and to find courage and comfort there.
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    Arthur W. Pink’s The Sovereignty of God presents a systematic exposition of the biblical doctrine that God rules over all things with absolute authority and purpose. The book opens by defining sovereignty as God’s supreme right to do as He pleases in heaven and on earth, independent yet never arbitrary. Pink insists that Scripture, not speculation, governs the inquiry, and he distinguishes sovereignty from fatalism or mere foreknowledge. He maintains that divine decrees are eternal, wise, and immutable, while affirming that God’s sovereignty does not cancel human responsibility. The introductory chapters set a reverent tone, urging readers to approach the subject with humility and fidelity to the text.

Pink proceeds to the origin of all things, asserting that creation itself displays divine sovereignty. God created the universe for His own glory, ordering everything according to a predetermined counsel. Nothing arises from chance; rather, God’s will is the first cause behind all secondary causes. The author carefully differentiates between God’s holy ordination of events and His non-culpable permission of evil’s entrance, preserving divine holiness. He emphasizes that ends and means alike fall within God’s plan, and that the harmony, variety, and stability of creation reflect a sovereign Designer who does not react but acts according to an all-encompassing decree.

From creation, Pink moves to providence, describing God’s continual rule over nature, nations, and individuals. He gathers numerous biblical examples to show that kings rise and fall, seasons proceed, and even seemingly trivial occurrences unfold under God’s government. Human decisions, though freely made, remain encompassed within divine purpose. Providence includes both restraining evil and overruling it for wise ends, without God becoming the author of sin. The chapter portrays history as neither random nor autonomous but as the stage on which God executes His counsel. This comprehensive administration is presented as meticulous, righteous, and unfailing.

The discussion then turns to salvation, where Pink argues that God’s sovereignty is most clearly displayed in election and grace. He contends that God chose a people in Christ before the foundation of the world, and that redemption is applied through effectual calling and regeneration. Human depravity renders sinners unable to save themselves; faith and repentance are gifts arising from new birth rather than its cause. Pink presents salvation as grounded in God’s purpose, secured by Christ’s work, and brought to fruition by the Spirit. The certainty of salvation rests not on human resolve but on the steadfastness of divine mercy and promise.

A distinct chapter addresses reprobation, in which Pink examines the solemn truth that God passes over some and hardens none unjustly. He distinguishes God’s active bestowal of grace in election from His withholding of that grace in reprobation, maintaining divine justice throughout. Scriptural examples, such as Pharaoh, illustrate how God may judicially harden those who persist in unbelief, while still holding them accountable. Pink argues that the display of justice and mercy together reveals God’s glory. He carefully maintains that while God decrees all that comes to pass, He remains holy and is not the author of sin.

Pink then considers human responsibility alongside divine sovereignty. He stresses that the universal call of the gospel is sincere and that people remain morally accountable for their response to God’s commands. Means are indispensable in God’s economy: preaching, repentance, faith, and obedience have genuine significance. The relationship between divine decree and human duty is presented as complementary rather than competitive. Pink urges readers to accept both truths as Scripture presents them, avoiding extremes that deny either God’s rule or human accountability. This balance, he argues, preserves reverence for God while sustaining earnest evangelistic effort and personal holiness.

The book proceeds to prayer and sanctification, countering the notion that sovereignty renders prayer unnecessary. Pink teaches that God ordains not only ends but also the prayers by which He brings those ends to pass. Prayer expresses dependence, aligns believers with God’s will, and is effectual because of divine promise. In sanctification, God’s sovereignty ensures the believer’s growth through the Word, the Spirit’s work, and providential discipline. Trials and afflictions are framed as instruments used by a wise Father to refine faith. Far from discouraging devotion, the doctrine encourages steadfastness, gratitude, and confidence in God’s wise governance of the Christian life.

Addressing difficulties, Pink answers common objections that sovereignty leads to fatalism, moral laxity, or indifference to evangelism. He differentiates God’s decree from coercion, contending that sovereignty secures, rather than negates, meaningful action. God’s justice and goodness, he argues, remain unassailable, and mystery is acknowledged where Scripture is silent. The chapter underscores the use of means, citing apostolic labor as a model of zeal undergirded by trust in God’s purpose. By clarifying misunderstandings and guarding against speculation, Pink aims to show that the doctrine energizes effort, sustains patience, and anchors confidence without collapsing human agency.

In conclusion, Pink emphasizes the practical value of God’s sovereignty for worship, assurance, and daily obedience. The doctrine enlarges the view of God, humbles pride, and comforts believers amid uncertainty. Assurance of salvation rests on God’s unchanging counsel and the completed work of Christ, while perseverance depends on divine faithfulness. Pink summons readers to submit to God’s rule, embrace the appointed means of grace, and proclaim the gospel confidently. The overarching message is that God’s absolute sovereignty harmonizes with His holiness, justice, and love, providing a coherent foundation for doctrine and life, and a stable hope within a contingent world.
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    Arthur W. Pink’s The Sovereignty of God emerged in the immediate aftermath of the First World War, first published in 1918 within the transatlantic Protestant milieu linking Britain and the United States. Pink, born in Nottingham, England (1886), had migrated through American pastorates after a brief stint at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago circa 1910, writing for audiences in both countries. The book was not set in a specific locale; rather, it addressed the historical crisis of modernity felt in English-speaking Protestantism. Its chapters were forged amid wartime disillusionment, the global influenza pandemic, and growing theological conflict, and were disseminated through evangelical printing networks that connected Midwestern presses, British readers, and colonial outposts.

The First World War (1914–1918) killed over 10 million soldiers and millions of civilians, redrew borders from the Balkans to the Middle East, and fractured the liberal belief in inevitable progress. In 1918–1920, the influenza pandemic killed at least 50 million people worldwide, striking cities such as London, New York, and Sydney. These twin catastrophes created a pervasive sense of human vulnerability. Published in 1918, Pink’s work directly mirrored this landscape of grief and uncertainty. Its insistent argument that providence governs nations and individuals offered a counter-narrative to despair, presenting divine rule as the frame within which war, plague, and sudden death must be interpreted.

The Fundamentalist–Modernist Controversy defined Anglo-American Protestant life from the 1910s through the 1930s. The Fundamentals (1910–1915), financed by Lyman Stewart of Los Angeles and distributed from Chicago, defended inerrancy and classic doctrines. Conflict erupted publicly in the 1925 Scopes Trial at Dayton, Tennessee, and within the Presbyterian Church in the USA through the Auburn Affirmation (1924), which contested mandatory subscription to five doctrinal points. Princeton Theological Seminary was reorganized in 1929, prompting J. Gresham Machen to found Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia that year. Pink, publishing Studies in the Scriptures monthly from 1922 and issuing The Sovereignty of God alongside it, sided with confessional orthodoxy while pressing more forcefully than many fundamentalists on predestination and reprobation. His book functions as a polemical centerpiece in this struggle, asserting God’s absolute kingship over salvation and history against both liberal theology and semi-Pelagian currents within evangelicalism.

Mass evangelism and popular revivalism, descended from the methods of Charles G. Finney (1792–1875), were culturally dominant in early twentieth-century America. Evangelist Billy Sunday’s campaigns drew enormous crowds—his 1917 New York City meetings claimed tens of thousands of decisions, and similar rallies swept Philadelphia, Boston, and Chicago. Techniques such as the altar call, decision cards, and emotional appeals exemplified a voluntarist, democratic religious ethos that trusted human willpower. Pink’s The Sovereignty of God directly challenged this trend. He critiqued decisionalism and argued that regeneration is God’s act, not the outcome of human technique. Against the backdrop of urban revival campaigns and burgeoning religious consumer culture, Pink’s insistence on God’s initiative in salvation supplied a counterculture within evangelicalism, shaping debates about conversion, assurance, and church practice across the 1920s and 1930s.

The Great Depression (1929–1939) devastated industrial economies, with U.S. unemployment peaking near 25 percent in 1933 and Britain abandoning the gold standard in September 1931. Bank failures, the Dust Bowl (1934–1936), and collapsing commodity prices unraveled social confidence from London’s East End to the American Midwest. Pink continued writing through these years, urging readers to interpret economic collapse under the doctrine of providence. The Sovereignty of God, reprinted and discussed amid mass unemployment and relief lines, offered an interpretive grid that located famine, scarcity, and political instability within divine governance, implicitly contesting both utopian social engineering and despairing fatalism.

The rise of totalitarian regimes intensified the sense of historical upheaval. The Bolshevik Revolution in 1917 led to a one-party state in Russia; the Great Terror (1937–1938) saw roughly 700,000 executions. Adolf Hitler became German Chancellor in January 1933; the Second World War began with the invasion of Poland on 1 September 1939. The Blitz (1940–1941) killed about 43,000 civilians in Britain. Pink settled in Stornoway on the Isle of Lewis around 1940, writing in wartime isolation in a community still haunted by the Iolaire disaster of 1 January 1919, when 201 returning servicemen drowned just outside the harbor. Against fascism, communism, and total war, Pink’s assertions of divine rule over rulers and nations resonated as theological ballast.

The book’s publication and reception history themselves trace broader evangelical realignments. From the 1930s into the mid‑twentieth century, some American evangelical publishers, notably in Chicago, issued abridged editions that removed Pink’s chapter on reprobation, aiming to soften his most controversial claims. In 1961 the Edinburgh‑based Banner of Truth Trust restored the unabridged text, signaling a Reformed resurgence and renewed appetite for robust doctrines of grace. These editorial battles mirrored institutional boundary‑setting across Protestantism, as denominations and presses demarcated acceptable teaching. The accusations of hyper‑Calvinism leveled at Pink and the subsequent recovery of his full text illuminate how The Sovereignty of God functioned as a doctrinal marker in shifting evangelical coalitions.

As social and political critique, the book confronts the modern exaltation of human autonomy that underwrote wartime nationalism, economic hubris, and revivalist technique. By subordinating markets, states, and individual choice to providence, it rebukes ideologies—progressivist, authoritarian, or consumerist—that promise salvation through policy, party, or personality. Pink’s austere account of grace challenges class pretensions and religious commodification alike, refusing to treat spiritual goods as purchasable or manipulable. In an era of mass propaganda and technocratic planning, the work exposes the limits of human control and calls for humility before divine rule, offering a theocentric counter to both liberal optimism and totalitarian absolutism.
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In the following pages an attempt has been made to examine anew in the light of God's Word some of the profoundest questions which can engage the human mind. Others have grappled with these mighty problems in days gone by and from their labors we are the gainers. While making no claim for originality the writer, nevertheless, has endeavored to examine and deal with his subject from an entirely independent viewpoint. We have studied diligently the writings of such men as Augustine and Acquinas, Calvin and Melanethon, Jonathan Edwards and Ralph Erskine, Andrew Fuller and Robert Haldane. And sad it is to think that these eminent and honored names are almost entirely unknown to the present generation. Though, of course, we do not endorse all their conclusions, yet we gladly acknowledge our deep indebtedness to their works. We have purposely refrained from quoting freely from these deeply taught theologians, because we desired that the faith of our readers should stand not in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. For this reason we have quoted freely from the Scriptures and have sought to furnish proof-texts for every statement we have advanced.

It would be foolish for us to expect that this work will meet with general approval. The trend of modern theology-if theology it can be called-is ever toward the deification of the creature rather than the glorification of the Creator, and the leaven of present-day Rationalism is rapidly permeating the whole of Christendom. The malevolent effects of Darwinianism are more far reaching than most are aware. Many of those among our religious leaders who are still regarded as orthodox would, we fear, be found to be very heterodox if they were weighed in the balances of the Sanctuary. Even those who are clear intellectually, upon other truths, are rarely sound in doctrine. Few, very few, today, really believe in the complete ruin and total depravity of man. Those who speak of man's "free will," and insist upon his inherent power to either accept or reject the Saviour, do but voice their ignorance of the real condition of Adam's fallen children. And if there are few who believe that, so far as he is concerned, the condition of the sinner is entirely hopeless, there are fewer still who really believe in the absolute Sovereignty of God.

In addition to the widespread effects of unscriptural teaching, we also have to reckon with the deplorable superficiality of the present generation. To announce that a certain book is a treatise on doctrine is quite sufficient to prejudice against it the great bulk of church-members and most of our preachers as well. The craving today is for something light and spicy, and few have patience, still less desire, to examine carefully that which would make a demand both upon their hearts and their mental powers. We remember, also, how that it is becoming increasingly difficult in these strenuous days for those who are desirous of studying the deeper things of God to find the time which such study requires. Yet, it is still true that "Where there's a will, there's a way," and in spite of the discouraging features referred to, we believe there is even now a godly remnant who will take pleasure in giving this little work a careful consideration, and such will, we trust, find in it "Meat in due season."

We do not forget the words of one long since passed away, namely, that "Denunciation is the last resort of a defeated opponent." To dismiss this book with the contemptuous epithet--"Hyper-Calvinism!" will not be worthy of notice. For controversy we have no taste, and we shall not accept any challenge to enter the lists against those who might desire to debate the truths discussed in these pages. So far as our personal reputation is concerned, that we leave our Lord to take care of, and unto Him we would now commit this volume and whatever fruit it may bear, praying Him to use it for the enlightening of His own dear people (insofar as it is in accord with His Holy Word) and to pardon the writer for and preserve the reader from the injurious effects of any false teaching that may have crept into it. If the joy and comfort which have come to the author while penning these pages are shared by those who may scan them, then we shall be devoutly thankful to the One whose grace alone enables us to discern spiritual things.

June 1918 Arthur W. Pink.


INTRODUCTION


Table of Contents



Who is regulating affairs on this earth today-God, or the Devil?[1q] That God reigns supreme in Heaven is generally conceded; that He does so over this world, is almost universally denied-if not directly, then indirectly. More and more are men in their philosophizing and theorizing relegating God to the background. Take the material realm. Not only is it denied that God created everything by personal and direct action, but few believe that He has any immediate concern in regulating the works of His own hands. Everything is supposed to be ordered according to the (impersonal and abstract) "laws of Nature." Thus is the Creator banished from His own creation. Therefore we need not be surprised that men, in their degrading conceptions, exclude Him from the realm of human affairs. Throughout Christendom, with an almost negligible exception, the theory is held that man is "a free agent," and therefore, lord of his fortunes and the determiner of his destiny. That Satan is to be blamed for much of the evil which is in the world is freely affirmed by those who, though having so much to say about "the responsibility of man," often deny their own responsibility, by attributing to the Devil what, in fact, proceeds from their own evil hearts (Mark 7:21-23).

But who is regulating affairs on this earth today-God, or the Devil? Attempt to take a serious and comprehensive view of the world. What a scene of confusion and chaos confronts us on every side! Sin is rampant; lawlessness abounds; evil men and seducers are waxing "worse and worse" (2 Tim. 3:13). Today, everything appears to be out of joint. Thrones are creaking and tottering, ancient dynasties are being overturned, democracies are revolting, civilization is a demonstrated failure; half of Christendom was but recently locked-together in a death grapple; and now that the titantic conflict is over, instead of the world having been made "safe for democracy[2]," we have discovered that democracy is very unsafe for the world. Unrest, discontent, and lawlessness are rife everywhere, and none can say how soon another great war will be set in motion. Statesmen are perplexed and staggered. Men's hearts are "failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth" (Luke 21:26). Do these things look as though God had full control?

But let us confine our attention to the religious realm. After nineteen centuries of Gospel preaching, Christ is still "despised and rejected of men." Worse still, He (the Christ of Scripture) is proclaimed and magnified by very few. In the majority of modern pulpits He is dishonored and disowned. Despite frantic efforts to attract the crowds, the majority of the churches are being emptied rather than filled. And what of the great masses of non-church goers? In the light of Scripture we are compelled to believe that the "many" are on the Broad Road that leadeth to destruction, and that only "few" are on the Narrow Way that leadeth unto life. Many are declaring that Christianity is a failure, and despair is settling on many faces. Not a few of the Lord's own people are bewildered, and their faith is being severely tried. And what of God? Does He see and hear? Is He impotent or indifferent? A number of those who are regarded as leaders of Christian-thought told us that God could not help the coming of the late awful War[1], and that He was unable to bring about its termination. It was said, and said openly, that conditions were beyond God's control. Do these things look as though God were ruling the world?

Who is regulating affairs on this earth today-God, or the Devil? What impression is made upon the minds of those men of the world who, occasionally, attend a Gospel service? What are the conceptions formed by those who hear even those preachers who are counted as "orthodox?" Is it not that a disappointed God is the One whom Christians believe in? From what is heard from the average evangelist today, is not any serious hearer obliged to conclude that he professes to represent a God who is filled with benevolent intentions, yet unable to carry them out; that He is earnestly desirous of blessing men, but that they will not let Him? Then, must not the average hearer draw the inference that the Devil has gained the upper hand, and that God is to be pitied rather than blamed?

But does not everything seem to show that the Devil has far more to do with the affairs of earth than God has? Ah, it all depends upon whether we are walking by faith, or walking by sight. Are your thoughts, my reader, concerning this world and God's relation to it, based upon what you see? Face this question seriously and honestly. And if you are a Christian you will, most probably, have cause to bow your head with shame and sorrow, and to acknowledge that it is so. Alas, in reality, we walk very little "by faith." But what does "walking by faith" signify? It means that our thoughts are formed, our actions regulated, our lives molded by the Holy Scriptures, for, "faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God" (Rom. 10:17). It is from the Word of Truth, and that alone, that we can learn what is God's relation to this world.

Who is regulating affairs on this earth today-God or the Devil? What saith the Scriptures? Ere we consider the direct reply to this query, let it be said that the Scriptures predicted just what we now see and hear. The prophecy of Jude is in course of fulfillment. It would lead us too far astray from our present inquiry to fully amplify this assertion, but what we have particularly in mind is a sentence in verse 8-"Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion and speak evil of dignities." Yes, they "speak evil" of the Supreme Dignity, the "Only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords." Ours is peculiarly an age of irreverence, and as the consequence, the spirit of lawlessness, which brooks no restraint and which is desirous of casting off everything which interferes with the free course of self-will, is rapidly engulfing the earth like some giant tidal wave. The members of the rising generation are the most flagrant offenders, and in the decay and disappearing of parental authority we have the certain precursor of the abolition of civic authority. Therefore, in view of the growing disrespect for human law and the refusal to "render honor to whom honor is due," we need not be surprised that the recognition of the majesty, the authority, the Sovereignty of the Almighty law-giver should recede more and more into the background, and the masses have less and less patience with those who insist upon them. And conditions will not improve; instead, the more sure Word of Prophecy makes known to us that they will grow worse and worse. Nor do we expect to be able to stem the tide-it has already risen much too high for that. All we can now hope to do is warn our fellow-saints against the spirit of the age, and thus seek to counteract its baneful influence upon them.

Who is regulating affairs on this earth today-God, or the Devil? What saith the Scriptures? If we believe their plain and positive declarations, no room is left for uncertainty. They affirm, again and again, that God is on the throne of the universe; that the sceptre is in His hands; that He is directing all things "after the counsel of His own will." They affirm, not only that God created all things, but also that God is ruling and reigning over all the works of His hands. They affirm that God is the "Almighty," that His will is irreversible, that He is absolute Sovereign in every realm of all His vast dominions. And surely it must be so. Only two alternatives are possible: God must either rule, or be ruled; sway, or be swayed; accomplish His own will, or be thwarted by His creatures. Accepting the fact that He is the "Most High," the only Potentate and King of kings, vested with perfect wisdom and illimitable power, and the conclusion is irresistible that He must be God in fact as well as in name.

It is in view of what we have briefly referred to above that we say, Present-day conditions call loudly for a new examination and new presentation of God's omnipotency, God's sufficiency, God's Sovereignty. From every pulpit in the land it needs to be thundered forth that God still lives, that God still observes, that God still reigns. Faith is now in the crucible, it is being tested by fire, and there is no fixed and sufficient resting-place for the heart and mind but in the Throne of God. What is needed now, as never before, is a full, positive, constructive setting forth of the Godhood of God. Drastic diseases call for drastic remedies. People are weary of platitudes and mere generalizations-the call is for something definite and specific. Soothing-syrup may serve for peevish children, but an iron tonic is better suited for adults, and we know of nothing which is more calculated to infuse spiritual vigor into our frames than a scriptural apprehension of the full character of God. It is written, "The people that do know their God shall be strong and do exploits" (Dan. 11:32).

Without a doubt a world-crisis is at hand, and everywhere men are alarmed. But God is not! He is never taken by surprise. It is no unexpected emergency which now confronts Him, for He is the One who "worketh all things after the counsel of His own will" (Eph. 1:11). Hence, though the world is panic-stricken, the word to the believer is, "Fear not!" "All things" are subject to His immediate control: "all things" are moving in accord with His eternal purpose, and therefore "all things" are "working together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose." It must be so, for "of Him, and through Him, and to Him are all things" (Rom. 11:36). Yet how little is this realized today even by the people of God! Many suppose that He is little more than a far-distant Spectator, taking no immediate hand in the affairs of earth. It is true that man is endowed with power, but God is all-powerful. It is true that, speaking generally, the material world is regulated by law, but behind that law is the law-Giver and law-Administrator. Man is but the creature. God is the Creator, and endless ages before man first saw the light "the mighty God" (Isa. 9:6) existed, and ere the world was founded, made His plans; and being infinite in power and man only finite, His purpose and plan cannot be withstood or thwarted by the creatures of His own hands.

We readily acknowledge that life is a profound problem, and that we are surrounded by mystery on every side; but we are not like the beasts of the field-ignorant of their origin, and unconscious of what is before them. No: "We have also a more sure Word of Prophecy," of which it is said ye do well that ye "take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts" (2 Peter 1:19). And it is to this Word of Prophecy we indeed do well to "take heed," to that Word which had not its origin in the mind of man but in the Mind of God, for, "the prophecy came not at any time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake moved by the Holy Spirit." We say again, it is to this "Word" we do well to take heed. As we turn to this Word and are instructed thereout, we discover a fundamental principle which must be applied to every problem: Instead of beginning with man and his world and working back to God, we must begin with God and work down to man-"In the beginning God!" Apply this principle to the present situation. Begin with the world as it is today and try and work back to God, and everything will seem to show that God has no connection with the world at all. But begin with God and work down to the world, and light, much light, is cast on the problem. Because God is holy His anger burns against sin; because God is righteous His judgments fall upon those who rebel against Him; because God is faithful the solemn threatenings of His Word are fulfilled; because God is omnipotent none can successfully resist Him, still less overthrow His counsel; and because God is omniscient no problem can master Him and no difficulty baffle His wisdom. It is just because God is who He is and what He is that we are now beholding on earth what we do-the beginning of His outpoured judgments: in view of His inflexible justice and immaculate holiness we could not expect anything other than what is now spread before our eyes.

But let it be said very emphatically that the heart can only rest upon and enjoy the blessed truth of the absolute Sovereignty of God as faith is in exercise. Faith is ever occupied with God. That is the character of it; that is what differentiates it from intellectual theology. Faith endures "as seeing Him who is invisible" (Heb. 11:27): endures the disappointments, the hardships, and the heartaches of life by recognizing that all comes from the hand of Him who is too wise to err and too loving to be unkind. But so long as we are occupied with any other object than God Himself there will be neither rest for the heart nor peace for the mind. But when we receive all that enters our lives as from His hand, then, no matter what may be our circumstances or surroundings-whether in a hovel, a prison-dungeon, or a martyr's stake-we shall be enabled to say, "The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places" (Psa. 16:6). But that is the language of faith, not of sight or of sense.
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