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First Performance





Solstice was first performed by the Royal Shakespeare Company at The Other Place, Stratford-upon-Avon, on 30 March 2005. The cast was as follows:




Michel Peter Bygott


Sol Eke Chukwu


Thomas Neil McKinven


Adie Alan Morrissey


Jean Kevin Trainor


Therese Suzanne Burden


Hannah Frances Jeater


Sita Sally Tatum







Flutes Max Gittings


 


Directed by Zinnie Harris


Designed by Tom Piper


Lighting designed by Phil Ash


Sound designed by Tim Oliver


Music composed by John Harris


Movement directed by Liz Ranken


Company voice work by Jan Haydn Rowles

























Characters





Adie


Sita


Michel


Therese


Thomas


Hannah


Sol


Jean
















Authors Note





Solstice is the first in a trilogy of plays,


Solstice, Midwinter and Fall.




 





Solstice takes place ten years before Midwinter.
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Act One
























Scene One








Sita and Adie, two young people, snogging.




Sita


You ever pause for breath?


Adie


no, you?


Sita


ow


Adie


what?


Sita


that hurt


Adie


what did?


Sita


your knee it caught my –


Adie


sorry


Sita


you got a fag?


Adie


later


Sita


no now.




Adie leans back.





Adie


You shouldn’t smoke


Sita


lots I shouldn’t do. You going to give me one or what?




Adie shrugs.


He gets one out.





Sita


I thought you said you didn’t smoke?


Adie


I don’t




She takes one.





Adie


do you want to lie down or something?


Sita


what to smoke my fag?


Adie


no I mean …




She laughs.





Adie


what?




She laughs more.


Adie blushes.





Sita


You should shave by the way


Adie


I do shave


Sita


shave better then. Use a proper razor or something.


I bet I will have zits in the morning




Adie


you’ll still look beautiful to me




She lights the fag.


She smokes it.


He kisses her again.


She kisses him.





Sita


you taking the piss?


Adie


no


Sita


better not be


Adie


I wasn’t.




She smokes her fag.





Sita


What is this place anyway?


Adie


just a place I come to


Sita


what sort of place?


Adie


I don’t know


Sita


it looks like a chapel


Adie


nah


Sita


a prison then


Adie


I don’t think so.


It was a house that never got built


Sita


maybe it was a brothel


Adie


maybe it was.


Sita


You ever sleep here?


Adie


sometimes


Sita


where?


Adie


curl up over there


Sita


the rain doesn’t get you?


Adie


no




She curls up.


She looks up to the ceiling.





Sita


get away


you never slept here


you’d be soaked right through


Adie


I come here to think


Sita


oh yeah, about what?


Adie


stuff


Sita


right


Adie


don’t laugh


Sita


I wasn’t laughing.


sometimes I think you might be about ten


Adie


fuck off


Sita


well it is a kiddie thing isn’t it,


Saying you go places to think


It is like having a den or sitting in your treehouse


Adie


I am the same age as you


Sita


yeah but I am out there.


I have seen things


I don’t say I go places to think.


Adie


I keep a gun here


Sita


you do not




Pause.





Adie


show you if you like


Sita


whatever




He goes to a little box.


He gets out a gun.


He aims it at her.





Sita


fucking hell


Adie


I told you


Sita


well point it the other way


Adie


why?


Sita


Adie




He holds it right up to her face.


Then makes a line across her body.


She doesn’t move.


He throws it on the ground.


He laughs.


Pause.





Sita


that wasn’t funny


Adie


so don’t laugh


Sita


I thought we came here to shag I didn’t think you were going to aim a flipping gun at me


Adie


it isn’t even loaded




She looks at it.


She touches it with her foot.





Sita


why have you got it then?




Adie shrugs.





Adie


It doesn’t even work, rusted over


Only a woman would be scared




She picks it up.


Pause.





Sita


can I keep it?


Adie


why?


Sita


just for a day


just overnight


just so that if I am scared I can …




She aims it.





Adie


it doesn’t work I told you


Sita


please


Adie


who are you scared of?


Sita


never you mind


Adie


maybe I could help you


Sita


sure


Maybe you could




Pause.





Sita


after you’ve done everything else


After you’ve studied a bit


And got your exams. And had the summer holiday


Its okay I don’t mind.


Listen I like you.


I watch you.


I see you coming out of the school


I wait for you with my line of sight


I follow you with my hand all the way home you haven’t seen me?


Adie


no


Sita


well look next time


high up


Where you can see everything


Who you talk to


What you are wearing


If you stop to do up your shoelace on your way out of the gates


Adie


are you stalking me?


Sita


I like you I told you.




Beat.





Sita


or I did before you aimed a gun at me.


Adie


I saw the bride.


I saw her getting done.




Beat.





Adie


I was like you, I was watching


Only I was below


They were on the bridge


I was on the bank


Sita


you didn’t do anything?


Adie


what could I do?




Beat.





Adie


I thought you liked me


Sita


I do


Adie


then tell me what I could have done.




Beat.





Sita


I don’t know.


Don’t ask me.


I’m not the person to ask about this.


Adie


she didn’t have a chance


He got her in a stranglehold before she could even yell


Sita


I don’t want to hear


Adie


and this knife.


This bloody great knife


Sita


Adie.




Beat.





Adie


I should have broken his neck.


Sita


you are just a kid.


Adie


I am the same age as you.


Sita


yeah but what could I have done?


Adie


I fucked it


Sita


who knows?


Adie


I saw her body stop moving.


I saw her face go grey when all the blood left it.


I saw him take the skin off her like she was a rabbit.


Sita


I don’t want to hear okay




Sita comes over and kisses him.


Adie breaks away.





Adie


give me the gun back




Sita gives him the gun back.


He puts it back in the cubby hole.





Adie


it belongs here.


Sita


You’ve got to forget it,


that is what we all have to do.


You have to think, right that happened,


Now it is gone.


You can’t screw up the rest of your life because of this.


We all have things like this.


So you grew up that day.


Big deal.


We all have to grow up.


Kiss me.


That is what we came here for isn’t it?




They kiss.





Sita


No one saves anyone.


Everyone thinks what they would have done


afterwards.


Every one runs,


That is the truth.


Every single person runs.


You are just human, you just save your own skin.




He shows his hand to her.





Adie


I drove a nail into my hand.


While I watched.




She looks.


She doesn’t make any response.





Adie


I haven’t cleaned it




Beat.





Sita


you are lucky.


You are a really lucky kid.


You should hang on to that


Adie


you don’t know that


Sita


yes I do.




She starts to unbutton her blouse.


She takes her shirt off.


Her chest is horribly scarred.


Pause.





Sita


This is what happens if you don’t run




Beat.





Sita


or you can’t run


or you just aren’t fast enough




Beat.


Sita starts to button up again.





Adie


show me again


Sita


no fear


Adie


it’s beautiful


Sita


you wanker


Adie


I love you


Sita


you don’t need to say that


Adie


let me look again




She puts her shirt back on.





Sita


no


Adie


who did it?


Sita


They didn’t tell me their names.


Funnily enough.


Anyway what are you going to do, chase after them for me?




Sita laughs.





Adie


don’t laugh




She laughs harder.





Adie


I said stop it


Sita


I’m only joking


Adie


shut up


Sita


it’s funny


Adie


I said shut up.




He pushes her away.





Sita


Okay.


You don’t need to push me.


I get the message.




Pause.





Sita


I am not going to beg you Adie


I thought you and I could be friends.


I thought we might have a laugh.


I don’t want this from you


I don’t want to sit here and have a heavy discussion


I don’t want to get depressed thinking about shit things.




She picks up her bag.





Sita


I’ll see you yeah?


Adie


don’t go.


Sita


just forget it


Adie


Sita?




She has gone.


Adie is left alone in the hideout.
























Scene Two








 A little room in a poor house.


The wallpaper is peeling from the walls. The light is dim.


Michel and Therese, both in their fifties, come back in.
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