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             Production notes

         

         The Sewing Group was first performed in the Jerwood Theatre Upstairs at the Royal Court Theatre, London, on 10 November 2016. The cast, in alphabetical order, was as follows:

         
             

         

         E  Nancy Crane

         C / Maggie  Fiona Glascott

         A  Jane Hazlegrove

         F and Mac  John Mackay

         B  Sarah Niles

         D / Sally  Alison O’Donnell

         
             

         

         Director and Designer  Stewart Laing

         Lighting Designer  Mike Brookes

         Sound Designer  Christopher Shutt

      

   


   
      
         

            Characters

         

         
            A

female

            B

female

            C / Maggie

female

            D / Sally

female

            E

female

            F

male

            Mac

male

played by same actor as F

            
                

            

            A room made solely of untreated wood.

            Five low, wooden stools.

         

         
      
    

      

   


   
      
         
            

               THE SEWING GROUP

            

         

         Someday in the future people will look back and remember how beautiful it once was.

         Jodie Foster, 2013

         

      

   


   
      
         
            
               ONE

            

         

         A and B in long, black dresses, suggestive of 1700s rural England.

         They look like a picture ripped out of a history book.

         Candlelight.

         They embroider on to a small piece of lace.

         A notable silence.

         A looks up at B.

         B glances back.

         They return to their work.

      

   


   
      
         
            
               TWO

            

         

         F and C watch A and B sew.

         
            F   She’s come from the next village. To live with her aunt and uncle.

            
               A and B look at C.

               F goes, leaves C.

               C stands adrift, unsure where to put herself.

               Then sits.

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            
               THREE

            

         

         They sew.

         
            C   What kind of crops do you farm?

            
               Pause.

            

            What county is it?

            
               Pause.

            

            A   The stitches, they catch if they get too big.

         

      

   


   
      
         
            
               FOUR

            

         

         They sew.

         C opens the little window. 

         Sits. 

         She swaps her stool for another.

         
            B   The cross-stitch!

            
               C tries to sew.

            

            C   What is it?

            B   Undergarments.

            A   The winter cometh! It, cometh!

            C   Is it cold here? Colder than out there?

            
               Pause.

            

            What do you do while you’re sewing?

            
               Silence.

            

            A   Sew.

         

      

   


   
      
         
            
               FIVE

            

         

         A, B and C sew.

         A hums.

         C smiles at her politely.

         They continue to sew.

         C stares right at A until she stops. 

      

   


   
      
         
            
               SIX

            

         

         They sew.

         
            B   Would you rather work in the fields, dear?

            A   Or help your aunt in the kitchen?

            C   I don’t know. No.

            
               Pause.

            

            Is it really, really noisy or really, really quiet? I can’t tell.

         

      

   


   
      
         
            
               SEVEN

            

         

         They sew.

         
            C   ‘Aunt’ and ‘Uncle’, they want me to be of use.

            
               Pause.

            

            Sewing is –

            A   It’s for making ends meet!

            B   For the good of.

            A   Mending also.

            B   Sewing is a craft.

            
               Pause.

            

            A   Did you sleep well last night?

            C   I’m confused now.

            A   How are you this morning?

            C   My mind’s gone blank.

            
               They sew slowly. 

            

         

      

   


   
      
         
            
               EIGHT

            

         

         A, B and C.

         They sew.

         
            A   Does she have a love interest?

            C   –

            A   We’re only teasing.

            B   A little laugh.

            
               Pause.

            

            C   He’s a stack. He’s massive.

            A   A stack?

            B   Sewing is an exercise in self-development. Keep going and you’ll strike at something!

            C   His name also rhymes with stack. He’s called Mac.

         

      

   


   
      
         
            
               NINE

            

         

         They sew.

         
            A   Such neat rows!

            B   Thank you!

         

      

   


   
      
         
            
               TEN

            

         

         They sew.

         
            A   Look, the birds passing by!

            B   And blossom in through the open door. 

            
               She finds some on the floor and holds it out to C.
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