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Physical Characteristics of the Boston Terrier


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Skull: Square, flat on top, free from wrinkles, cheeks flat, brow abrupt and the stop well defined.


Eyes: Wide apart, large and round and dark in color.


Nose: Black and wide, with a well defined line between the nostrils.


Muzzle: Short, square, wide and deep and in proportion to the skull. It is free from wrinkles, and shorter in length than in width or depth.


Chest: Deep with good width, ribs well sprung and carried well back to the loins.


Ears: Small, carried erect, either natural or cropped to conform to the shape of the head and situated as near to the corners of the skull as possible.


Neck: Slightly arched, carrying the head gracefully and setting neatly into the shoulders.


Shoulders: Sloping and well laid back, which allows for the Boston Terrier’s stylish movement.


Elbows: Neither in or out


Forelegs: Set moderately wide apart and on a line with the upper tip of the shoulder blades; straight in bone with short, strong pasterns. The dewclaws may be removed.
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Back: Just short enough to square the body. The body should appear short.


Topline: Level and the rump curves slightly to the set-on of the tail.


Coat: Short, smooth, bright and fine in texture.


Thighs: Strong and well muscled, bent at the stifles and set true.


Color and Markings: Brindle, seal, or black with white markings.


Hocks: Short to the feet, turning neither in nor out, with a well defined hock joint.


Feet Small, round and compact, turned neither in nor out, with well arched toes and short nails.
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The original Boston Terriers were ratters of high skill and productivity. The term “terrier” indicates a breed that digs into the burrow of the vermin it is hunting. Modern Boston Terriers no longer function as exterminators but thrive as companion animals and show dogs.
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In the latter half of the nineteenth century in England, a breeder crossbred an English Bulldog with a white English Terrier. The result of the aforementioned breeding was a dog of high stature weighing 32 pounds, dark brindle in color with white markings and a rather “bully” appearance. In 1865, the dog was exported to a Mr. William O’Brien of Boston, Massachusetts, who later sold him to Mr. Robert C. Hooper, also of Boston. The dog was named “Hooper’s Judge,” and all research from many authors indicates that Hooper’s Judge was part of the stock that laid the foundation for today’s Boston Terrier.
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An early French Bulldog in England shows the breed’s obvious similarities to the Boston Terrier. This spinoff of England’s Bulldog contributed to original Boston Terrier lines.
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The Bulldog of England was crossed to the now-extinct white English Terrier to develop the forebears of the Boston Terrier breed.


Hooper’s Judge was then bred to a bitch owned by a Mr. Burnett of Deerfoot Farms, Southboro, Massachusetts. Her name was “Gyp.” She was white in color with short legs, a short muzzle and a square head. Although their backgrounds were dissimilar, Mr. Hooper was pleased with the arranged breeding. The litter whelped from this breeding was surely the beginning of the new breed. Of course, comparing those puppies with the modern Boston Terrier is like comparing apples with oranges. It took several decades and many generations of inbreeding, outbreeding and crossbreeding to produce the breed we now know as the Boston Terrier. The French Bulldog is strongly believed to be prominent among the ancestors. Like many Americans, the Boston Terrier is a product of the melting pot and had a humble beginning.
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The French Bulldog, a man-made breed like the Boston Terrier, was intentionally engineered not to appear like the original English Bulldog. This is Napoleon Buonaparte, born about 1895.


A group of about 40 owners banded together in 1891 and organized a breed club. To improve the breed, they started to keep breeding records, and outcrossing to other breeds was no longer acceptable. That same year, they applied to the American Kennel Club (AKC) to be recognized and allowed to register their dogs. They were met with much resistance. Members of the Bull Terrier fancy did not want the dogs recognized, as they claimed they were not Bull Terriers. The Bulldog fancy felt that the dog was a poor copy of their own dogs and that they were detracting from the Bulldog’s popularity. Some of the qualified judges felt that they were too new and unproven for acceptance.
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Bulldog Eng. Ch. Mahomet, owned by Mr. James Duncan, was born in 1901. Note the lighter construction of this English dog compared to today’s thicker-set breed representatives.
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Old-time Bull Terriers show how different the breed is from the Boston Terrier. Neither the Bull Terrier nor Bulldog fanciers were in favor of the Boston Terrier’s acceptance by the AKC.


The chosen name for the new breed being one of the main problems, the group of owners experimented with different names, including Roundheads, Bullet Heads and American Bull Terriers, but none was satisfactory. Then, Mr. H. Lacey, a judge and journalist, suggested in a local newspaper article that since the little dog was a native of historic Boston, why couldn’t he be the Boston Terrier? And so it was decreed!
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Published under the heading

“A Terror to Rodents,” this bitch was utilized to show what a good female ratter should look like circa 1900.


The club was named the Boston Terrier Club of America. Although it was not an easy task, the members applied themselves to the writing of a standard, a word picture of the ideal breed representative. This took time and real effort. It seemed every member wanted the standard to reflect those dogs he owned. Finally, one standard was chosen and, although it is still updated from time to time, it is basically the same today.
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A very old drawing of two typical British Boston Terriers, both owned by the Countess of Essex at the turn of the 20th century These were considered the best of the breed at the time.


They continued to keep records until they had approximately 75 dogs whose records were at least three generations long. They again applied to the AKC and were accepted in 1893. Breed popularity swelled, and soon Boston Terrier registrations were high on the AKC list.


Once the breed was officially recognized and could be registered, abiding by the standard produced a more refined Boston Terrier. Over the years, changes have been made to the standard in keeping with the overall improvement of the breed.


[image: image]


This American-bred Boston Terrier, photographed in the 1930s, shows the preferred type.
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The Boston Terrier was so popular at the turn of the century that G. Rambler, a foremost artist of dog life, published these lively drawings and sketches. The caption read, “Despite his Bulldog ancestry, this dog is a lively fellow as well as having inherited a fine sense of loyalty and a keen intelligence.”


The Boston fancy has spread from the historic Boston area to all over the country, with 30 clubs being listed with the Boston Terrier Club of America, Inc.


By 1908, the Boston Terrier was pretty well established in Canada; the Boston Terrier Club of Canada was founded in that year. Their first show was held in 1909. Western Canada formed their own club in 1912 and Toronto’s club was founded in 1920. Many other Canadian clubs have contributed to the improvement of the breed since that date. Today, Americans are traveling to Canadian shows and Canadians to American shows.


One name from Canada to be remembered would be Vincent G. Perry, who was born in Canada but well known to every Boston Terrier breeder in America. He was a director of the Canadian Kennel Club and a member and officer of Canada’s oldest dog club—The London Canine Association. In 1938, he moved to the United States and became a citizen. He established Globe Kennels, became a sought-after dog show judge and wrote books about the Boston Terrier breed. It would be my guess that all breeders in those years owned a copy of The Boston Terrier, written by Mr. Perry.
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In the early 1900s, the Boston Terrier was a highly prized but uncommon breed. Sources say that outstanding champions were selling for as much as $1,000.


[image: image]


Today’s French Bulldog is a heavier dog with unique ears and other distinctive features that set it apart from the Boston Terrier.




Brains and Brawn


Since dogs have been inbred for centuries, their physical and mental characteristics are constantly being changed to suit man’s desires for hunting, retrieving, scenting, guarding and warming their masters’ laps. During the past 150 years, dogs have been judged according to physical characteristics as well as functional abilities. Few breeds can boast a genuine balance between physique, working ability and temperament.
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A 1903 photo represents a male, complete with cropped ears. The Bulldog characteristics are easy to recognize in this dog. Breeders have since worked hard to erase these obvious traits.


In the early 1930s, a few British dog enthusiasts brought the Boston Terrier with them back to England. Boston kennels appeared in Lancashire, Surrey and Manchester. As the interest in the breed increased, a gentleman by the name of Arthur Craven, Esq., who was active in raising Bostons, was asked to write a book for the benefit of all Boston breeders. Mr.Craven had already written books about other breeds and, after giving careful consideration to the idea, he complied and wrote The Boston Terrier As I Know It.


Since then, the Boston has become quite popular in the British Isles. In August of 1995, my friend and I attended the Scottish Kennel Club’s 150th Championship Show in Edinburgh, Scotland. Although the Boston entries were small in number, we enjoyed meeting Boston fanciers and were pleased to see that their Bostons were cherished like our own.


It seems quite natural that the interest would cross the channel to France, and then on to Germany and many other European countries. Germany boasts the Clüb Fur Boston Terrier in Deutschland e.v., which has operated for over a decade. This club, under their president and the sponsorship of the Valley of the Sun Boston Terrier Club of Phoenix, Arizona, continues their work for the improvement of the breed.


[image: image]


Among the first British dog fanciers to own Boston Terriers was the very fashionable Countess of Essex. She acquired the best dogs and became a consistent and successful exhibitor in the 1920 and 1930s, doing much to make the breed popular.




Genus Canis


Dogs and wolves are members of the genus Canis. Wolves are known scientifically as Canis lupus while dogs are known as Canis domesticus. Dogs and wolves are known to interbreed. The term

“canine” derives from the Latin-derived word Canis. The term “dog” has no scientific basis but has been used for thousands of years. The origin of the word “dog” has never been authoritatively ascertained.
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New Zealand and Australia have clubs active in support of the Boston Terrier. New Zealand’s The Boston Terrier Club, Inc. was founded in 1973. I have had occasion to correspond with the club’s secretary, and I found the club to be very cooperative concerning the project for which I asked help. She sent me copies of their club’s official magazine and impressed me with their many activities and support of the breed. I should note that the Australian club was also very supportive of the breed and anxious to help. There is an active Boston Terrier club in Johannesburg, South Africa, and I’m certain there are many others although I am not familiar with them at present.
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Breed pioneer Mrs. G. McCormick- Goodhart was the first fancier to introduce Boston Terriers into Britain. The Countess of Essex exhibited many of her dogs. She is shown here with Kandy Kid of Canuck, one of her prized companions.


Clubs are also found in Finland, Sweden, Austria, etc. It seems to be the popular consensus that a Boston fits anywhere and everywhere, finds admiration and is at home all over the world.


Thanks to the determined work of one devoted fancier, Irene Ryan, the Boston Terrier is now the official mascot of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Miss Ryan carried out a lengthy campaign, writing letters to various government officials and sending poetry to the Governor.


The bill was brought to the Massachusetts State House in Boston and passed in 1979 by the legislature. The Boston Terrier was proclaimed State Mascot by then Governor Edward King, who himself had owned a Boston in his youth.


The Boston Terrier has been officially recognized by the American Kennel Club for over one hundred years. This small, intelligent, affectionate and appealing dog with his warm, expressive eyes is a wonderful companion. One might state that he is completely man-made, and for producing the “American Gentleman,” let man take a bow!
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A modern champion Boston Terrier, Eng. Ch. Stormcrest’s Thumbelina.




[image: image]


 


The Boston Terrier is an excellent choice for a family dog. He is quiet, sweet and loving, while still playful and active for the children. Although small in stature, he is able to hold his own anywhere. He is not a fighting dog, but he is plucky and ready to stand his ground should a scrap be forced upon him.


The Boston is a charmer. His expressive, round, dark eyes, alert and pleasant disposition, great intelligence and desire to please make him a perfect companion.


He is a clean, easily groomed dog. A good brushing every morning and an occasional bath keep him shiny and odor-free.


He is a healthy dog and, if he is properly fed, housed and cared for, can live to be 12 to 14 years of age. Being a short-nosed breed, Boston Terriers sometimes possess congenital problems, such as a cleft palate or hare lip, and they are also prone to sinus problems. Some Bostons react badly to anesthesia, something you should always remind your vet.


Perhaps his greatest problem is that those beautiful brown eyes are vulnerable and prone to injury because of their size. Give care about the play area

(keeping him away from long grass and bushes), make certain his nails are kept short and remove his dewclaws to help prevent accidents. The Boston Terrier is among the breeds that are susceptible to juvenile cataracts, so it is wise to ask your breeder if he has an eye certification for his dogs.
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Boston Terriers make excellent family dogs because of their sweet, loving dispositions.


Not an “outdoor” dog, he needs the warmth and comfort of the house. His short fine coat prevents him from enjoying the cold winter days without a jacket. He will run out to perform his duties and come right back to the door. He will, however, put up with the cold if it means he can go for a walk with the master he loves. He cannot stand the hot weather either; with short-nosed breeds, care must be taken to see that he does not become overheated.


Bostons are great little travelers and, should you be on a long trip, you will find their behavior exemplary. Most hotels and motels will accept them as long as the dogs have their own crates. Of course, you must carry water for them and stop occasionally to allow them to relieve themselves.


The little Boston loves to play, and part of his charm is that he seems to stay a puppy. One must be careful that he does not overdo it, as he will play until he completely wears himself out.


The Boston loves children, and as long as the child has been taught to be gentle, not to touch him when he is eating or sleeping and to pick him up seldomly and then correctly, he will be a devoted playmate and protector of the child.
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Try One on for Size


Boston Terriers come in three handy sizes: Lightweights are under 15 lbs.; Middle-weights are between 15 and 20 lbs.; Heavyweights are between 20 and 25 lbs. In AKC shows, the dogs compete together for Best of Breed, regardless of weight class.
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Boston Terriers do not need a large estate to get the necessary exercise, but a sizeable yard is welcomed by an exuberant Boston.


The Boston Terrier takes on responsibility with pleasure. He is a good watchdog and usually is able to distinguish between strangers and friends. His bark for strangers changes to a friendly wag of his whole body for his human friends.


The Boston does not require a large space for exercise. He will be happy as an apartment dweller, enjoying the time he does get to spend outdoors on his walks. Equally happy is the Boston who lives in the country with lots of space for running, playing ball and chasing butterflies.


If you are not planning to use your Boston for breeding or showing, think seriously about spaying or neutering. Many older dogs are prone to cancer and this eliminates much of the risk. If you do decide your bitch is of breeding quality, be sure to consult with your veterinarian, as many Boston litters are delivered by Caesarean section.
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Boston Terriers can be very playful and inquisitive, especially when food is the objective!


A Boston Terrier is inclined to be obedient and well-mannered. He is very receptive to affection. It takes a little time and attention to teach him what you desire from him. He will respond quickly to praise and is devoted and loyal to his master. Once he learns your rules, he will not forget them.


The Boston Terrier makes a wonderful pet and companion. Every Boston Terrier owner would confirm this, and most would add that once you have owned a Boston, you will always want at least one in your life. A Boston Terrier has a way of knowing your moods. If you are having a “down” day, he understands and respects your quiet, and bears up under your not as kind manner toward him. Like your best friend, he understands. When you are in a great mood, he is ready to join you in a brisk walk or a game of ball. He is a very patient friend and he waits quietly to share your time when you are able to play with or just talk to him.


Many famous people have been Boston fanciers. President Warren G. Harding loved a little Boston named “Hub.” Mary Roberts Rinehart, a well-published author, owns several Bostons. June Lockhart, the actress, loved and owned Bostons. Robert L. Dickey was famous for his cartoon drawings of Bostons that appeared weekly in the Saturday Evening Post. His

Mr. and Mrs. Beans, a cartoon story of Beans, his wife Violet and their offspring is a book much sought-after by Boston owners.


If it is your desire to exhibit a dog, a Boston is a fine choice. His size makes transport easy and his good manners and intelligence make him a welcome guest.
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Breeder Beware


Breeders of Boston Terriers sometimes encounter edematous puppies. These large water-filled puppies are obvious at birth and do not survive.
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A more handsome and affectionate dog cannot be acquired: the Boston Terrier is a distinguished gentleman clad in his tuxedo vesture.
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The Boston Terrier will no doubt win your heart. Rolling on their backs is a typical expression of the breed’s boundless love.


If you want a dog that will love only you, do not buy a Boston. His love for everyone is one of his virtues. He is interested and friendly to all people. Be sure that you are worthy of the little dog. You will give him your love and understanding—and he will give you his heart!


So, why a Boston Terrier? In the words of Margaret McElroy, written in January 1920 and copied from a reprint appearing in the October 19, 1944 Boston Chit Chat, “When a feller needs a friend this is the dog he should turn to.”
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A breed standard is the blueprint of the dog, a written description of what breeders and judges are looking for in a perfect Boston Terrier. For the record, of course, there has never been a “perfect” Boston Terrier, nor has there ever been a flawless example of any other breed. Breeders use the standard as a guideline, a set of goals for which to strive. Judges use the standard to evaluate how well the breeders are doing in reaching that goal of a perfect dog.


The following description is excerpted from the AKC standard and should give the pet owner a clear idea of what the ideal Boston Terrier should look like. For owners who are considering showing and/or breeding, contact the AKC for the complete breed standard.


THE AKC STANDARD FOR THE BOSTON TERRIER


General Appearance: The Boston Terrier is a lively, highly intelligent, smooth coated, short-headed, compactly built, short-tailed, well balanced dog, brindle, seal or black in color and evenly marked with white. The head is in proportion to the size of the dog and the expression indicates a high degree of intelligence.
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The standard describes the perfect Boston Terrier, what every breeder strives for in every litter, Every pet owner should expect that his chosen dog will indeed look and act like a true Boston Terrier.


The body is rather short and well knit, the limbs strong and neatly turned, the tail is short and no feature is so prominent that the dog appears badly proportioned. The dog conveys an impression of determination, strength and activity, with style of a high order; carriage easy and graceful.


Size, Proportion, Substance: Weight is divided by classes as follows: Under 15 pounds; 15 pounds and under 20 pounds; 20 pounds and not to exceed 25 pounds. The length of leg must balance with the length of body to give the Boston Terrier its striking square appearance. The Boston Terrier is a sturdy dog and must not appear to be either spindly or coarse. The bone and muscle must be in proportion as well as an enhancement to the dog’s weight and structure. Fault: Blocky or chunky in appearance.


Head:

The skull is square, flat on top, free from wrinkles, cheeks flat, brow abrupt and the stop well defined. The ideal Boston Terrier expression is alert and kind, indicating a high degree of intelligence. This is a most important characteristic of the breed. The eyes are wide apart, large and round and dark in color. The eyes are set square in the skull and the outside corners are on a line with the cheeks as viewed from the front.


The ears are small, carried erect, either natural or cropped to conform to the shape of the head and situated as near to the corners of the skull as possible.


The muzzle is short, square, wide and deep and in proportion to the skull. It is free from wrinkles, shorter in length than in width or depth; not exceeding in length approximately one-third of the length of the skull. The muzzle from stop to end of the nose is parallel to the top of the skull.
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