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‘Bread, beer, oxen, birds, my heart being 
sweet… cause me to carry to you anything –’ 
from Taharqa’s Prayer to Amun-Ra.


‘Душа ведь женщина, ей нравятся безделки…’


The soul’s a woman, you know, the small things matter…


from ‘When Psyche-life...’, by Osip Mandelstam
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ЮPA (YURA)


You: someone I almost didn’t ring.


You: whose sadness I fell into.


You, yes you: I broke your sadness, laughing


nervously: yes, me. Lights on, warm kitchen. You


always on Sunday nights. Then half a lifetime.


You, zaichik moi. You, smaller, funnier,


the farther off you go. You looking back as I


look back. You saying ‘Come on, come on!’


You I can never outlive. My inmost you.


My I and I. Ah, deepest IOU.
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