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Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it whether it exists or not, diagnosing it incorrectly, and applying the wrong remedy.
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Am I Bovvered? Politics for the disenchanted


The price good men pay for indifference to public affairs is to be ruled by evil men.


Plato (born c. 423 BC)


We are told that more people voted in the 2005 series of Big Brother than voted in the 2005 general election. Bearing in mind that old adage ‘85 per cent of statistics are made up’, we should perhaps treat this piece of information with the scepticism it deserves. Many of the voters in Big Brother will have been teenage girls with their fingers permanently glued to the redial key on their mobiles – and, however imperfect British democracy may be, we haven’t yet found any way of improving on the ‘putting a cross in the box with a pencil’ method. Furthermore, no matter how ‘dumbed-down’ people may accuse politics and the media of being, we have not yet sunk to the level of putting the candidates up for a Saturday night premium rate phone call challenge, with the decision between the final two remaining contenders being made by a bored Andrew Lloyd Webber or a merciless Simon Cowell.


Winston Churchill said that democracy was ‘the worst form of government, except for all those other forms that have been tried from time to time’. This seems an elegant summation. You give people the chance to choose their own government – at least, to choose their own local Member of Parliament – and many of them can’t be bothered. Actually, 39 per cent of them – that’s the proportion who didn’t bother to vote in 2005. Turnout dropped dramatically in the first decade of the new millennium with the 2001 and 2005 elections providing the smallest turnouts since the Second World War.


Now, we are being told politics is interesting again, and not just because of the credit crisis. But when the likes of Big Brother and The X Factor attract more young voters than the general election, something is clearly up. The British should be shamed by the electoral turnout in places like South Africa and Sierra Leone, where queues stretch round the block, and people need to bring water and small picnics to sustain them through the hours of waiting, and where voters, in between joining the queue and marking their cross, have been known to get married and divorced and give birth to children. (Not all of the above may be strictly true.)


So why are we so averse to politics? Later on in this book we’ll examine some amusing attempts to ‘sex up’ politics, but for now we need to have a think about why people are so turned off it. Is it because we don’t understand it? Is it because the polling booth is a half-mile walk away and EastEnders is on? Or, to misquote poet Adrian Mitchell, do most people ignore most politics because most politics ignores most people?


Some argue that the battle over the centre ground is just not interesting enough, with successive parties watering down their traditional policies in order to make themselves palatable to the electorate. Those who remember the 1980s will know that it was a fiery period for politics – in the Thatcher–Kinnock years, the Left and Right had hardly ever been more polarised. Now that the first decade of the twenty-first century has drawn to a close, though, those old distinctions start to look as if they are no longer applicable, with the two main parties agreeing on so much that the Liberal Democrats seem quite justified in claiming that, in many respects, they offer the radical alternative. Paradoxically, this comes at a time when the media have picked up the baton of a two-party debate again, and so the Lib Dems, with their ratings in the polls looking a little shaky under Nick Clegg, could find themselves squeezed out of the media narrative.


There is also some disengagement between what people vote for and what they get. Nobody actually voted for ‘Tony Blair’ or for ‘Margaret Thatcher’, apart from the few thousand constituents in Sedgefield and Finchley respectively. We all vote for the Member of Parliament who will represent our little corner of the country.


There are 646 constituencies, occasionally messed about with by order of the Boundary Commission, and at a general election or a by-election you go to vote for the member you want to speak up for your area, in theory. The party which gains the most Members is the largest in Parliament and is invited to form a government. Usually (although not always), the party forming the government will have an overall majority, meaning all their MPs add up to more than everybody else’s put together.


The atmosphere in the House of Commons, especially during Prime Minister’s Questions, is very much like that of the hubbub in a school assembly hall when the headmaster can’t keep control. (You are not allowed to call anybody a liar in the House of Commons, but you can get away with almost anything else – we’ll have a look at that later on.) The 1980s satire of the Spitting Image sketches, in which unruly MPs threw paper darts and apple cores, sometimes don’t seem a huge exaggeration. So the ordinary voter could be forgiven for watching all this and wondering just what effect his or her cross in the box had. If you voted for the person who came second, it does not matter whether they lost by one single vote or 10,000 – it seems to count for nothing.


Let’s take a look at the different types of voter and their motivation.


1. Bloody-Nosers


Some people make elections, local and national, into a way of commenting on the government’s recent performance – they use them as a vote against the government rather than for anyone in particular. That’s the oft-quoted ‘bloody nose’, such as that given to the Conservative administration of John Major, which lost ten successive by-elections in the 1990s and had a majority of 21 slowly whittled away over five years. Despite the nosebleeds, Major hung on, knowing he was going to lose and desperately hoping something would change for the better. (Harold Macmillan famously said that the greatest problem in politics was ‘Events, dear boy’, and these can work to a government’s advantage, too.) Or there’s that given to Labour in successive local elections in the first decade of the twenty-first century culminating in the absolute drubbing in 2008 which saw them relegated to third place behind the Liberal Democrats for the first time in decades. This was pretty embarrassing for them, especially as they generally go out of their way to pretend the Liberal Democrats don’t exist.


Some voters take the idea rather too literally, such as the chap who swung a punch at John Prescott during the 2001 campaign (by far the most memorable incident of a duller-than-ditchwater election).


2. Single-Issuers


Never underestimate the power of the single-issue voter. Who can forget the ‘Man in the White Suit’, former BBC reporter Martin Bell, bestriding the constituency of Tatton in 1997 and giving the media one of those narratives they love to have during election campaigns? Bell stood as an ‘anti-sleaze’ independent candidate, and wrested the seat from the incumbent Conservative, Neil Hamilton, who had been associated with alleged corruption. Bell’s victory condemned Hamilton and his terrifying wife to a career of promoting themselves in the media. And people often forget that, in the subsequent 2001 election, another single-issue candidate was elected, in the constituency of Wyre Forest – doctor-turned-politician Richard Taylor of Independent Community and Health Concern, who stood successfully on the ticket of saving the local hospital. (Successfully on the basis that he got elected, but sadly he didn’t actually manage to save the hospital. One still has to admire him for trying.)


3. Diehards


There are places in the country where it is said, almost as folklore, that they don’t count the Labour vote, they weigh it: Barnsley, for example. The same is true of the Tory vote in constituencies like Maidstone and Maidenhead. As yet, there is not really anywhere in the country which could describe itself as similarly ‘safe’ for the Liberal Democrats. (They have some seats with large majorities, but don’t ever seem to take them for granted in quite the same way, possibly because the historical precedent isn’t as strong. The same is true for everybody else, from the Greens down to the Monster Raving Loony Party.)


It’s in these ‘safe’ seats (although one could argue that, post-1997, there isn’t necessarily any such thing any more – ‘Labour Gain Hove’, anyone?) that we encounter the Diehard voter. Those whose grandfather and father voted Labour/Tory and who would never dream of voting anything else. At least, that’s what they say.


There’s evidence of an emerging sub-species of ‘grave-turners’ – those who say: ‘My dad/granddad would turn in his grave but I’ll be voting Labour/Tory this time round.’ They were seen in force at the 2008 Crewe and Nantwich by-election – even railwaymen, who had sworn to avenge the pillaging of their heritage and livelihood by Thatcher by spitting in the general direction of the Tories, found themselves lured back to the fold. History will judge whether this was the turning point that David Cameron’s Conservatives claimed it was. What is generally accepted, though, is that a lot of previously reliable Labour voters turned against Gordon Brown as a protest against a number of issues and non-issues: the abolition of the 10p tax rate, the rising cost of fuel, the generally worse weather under Labour since 2007 … But were they Diehards who had turned into Bloody-Nosers for one by-election, or did it represent a significant shift of the so-called ‘C2’ vote – Worcester Woman and Essex Man – towards the Tories?


4. Floating voters


Those who don’t know who to vote for. Or, more accurately, those who tell pollsters that they don’t yet know who they are going to vote for. A lot of people feel they are ‘floating voters’ and are considering abstaining because they are aggrieved that none of the parties has really made much of an effort to court their vote. This seems reasonable, but betrays a misunderstanding of the way in which the parties distribute resources. Nobody is going to try very hard to win your vote unless you are in one of the key 100 or so constituencies on which the entire outcome of the general election will hinge.


The Daily Mail’s impenetrably surreal cartoon ‘Flook’ once had weeks and weeks of strips around the running joke of the ‘last floating voter’ during the 1983 election, culminating in Flook (a strange bear-like creature) being chased by the political monsters (including a two-headed David Steel/David Owen) on polling day itself.


5. Zealots


The party faithful – the first at the polling station that morning, who will then spend the rest of the day on the streets, trying to tease voters out. They will already have spent the previous few weeks zipping around putting leaflets through doors and canvassing opinion on doorsteps. They usually have to resist the temptation to take up the offers of cups of tea, because: a) there is always the slight suspicion at the back of their minds that it’s a delaying tactic by someone who intends to vote for the opposition, and who’s been given instructions to waylay them by means of Earl Grey and shortbread biscuits, and b) the inevitable bladder crisis will rear its head after about three such stops, and there is nothing more likely to put someone off voting for their party than seeing someone in a blue/red/yellow/green rosette (delete as applicable) caught short by the roadside.


6. Tactical voters


How do you vote tactically? In a nutshell, a tactical vote is a vote against someone rather than for someone. It involves a situation where you would die before you would see the candidate from Party A getting into Parliament, but you are in a constituency where your preferred candidate, from Party B, does not have a snowflake’s chance in hell of getting in. Therefore you transfer your allegiance, in name only, to Party C, who are in second place and therefore best placed to unseat the oleaginous chancer whose face you cannot bear to look at for a moment longer. The singer and activist Billy Bragg, well known as a Labour voter, has referred in public to voting tactically for the Liberal Democrats in the past. In some cities where neighbouring constituencies have different two-horse races (e.g. Labour/Lib Dem in one and Conservative/Lib Dem in another), voters make pacts to vote tactically for one another’s parties, uniting against a common opponent.


7. The confused


Which is most of us, if we’re honest.


Politics is shifting. If you grew up in the 1980s, you knew exactly where you were. The Tory government was led by a hectoring, resolute, steel-hearted woman who wanted to privatise everything, turn the UK into a giant American airbase and crush the unions, and the Labour opposition was led by a ginger Welshman with a propensity for falling over on beaches, supporting unilateral disarmament and losing elections. There was also a slightly comical third party led by two Davids, one of whom was actually taller than the other but was made to seem smaller by Spitting Image. You had the vague idea that Shirley Williams was in there somewhere too – they seemed a decent lot but, frankly, there was more chance of Bogchester Rovers winning the cup than of their ever holding power. And there was the Ecology party, an early incarnation of the Green party, who were painted as nutcases. Nobody would ever seriously advocate ‘green’ policies as a way of winning an election, would they? On the fringes, too, were the National Front. Nobody would ever take a bunch of right-wing racists seriously enough to interview them on the radio or treat them as a serious party, surely?


Fast-forward to the twenty-first century, and where are we? A nice young man with an earring and an open-necked shirt turns up on the doorstep, smiling and telling you he’s in favour of getting more women, gay people and ethnic minorities into Parliament, engaging pupils with education, supporting the local state school, making the city a nuclear-free zone, being carbon neutral and saving the local hospital. You nod and say yes, you’ve always voted Labour so he can count on your support. At this point his face falls, he pulls back his jacket to reveal the hitherto-concealed blue rosette and tells you in a somewhat pained voice that he is the Conservative party candidate.


Everyone is now squabbling over the centre ground. If your political allegiances were forged in the white heat of a decade in which political opinion was at its most polarised since the Second World War, you do find yourself struggling with this concept, and nodding sagely whenever anyone quotes the old cliché that ‘there’s nothing to choose between the parties’.


That’s not strictly true, of course – any MP, Parliamentary candidate or party activist worth their salt could give you, off the top of their head, five ways in which their party differs from the others. At least, they should be able to. But the perception, which is what matters, is increasingly that ‘they’re all the same’. At some point in the last fifteen years, every main party has elected a youngish, sharp-suited leader with an affable veneer, the air of a middle manager and a liking for matey banter, saying ‘y’know’ and strategically dropping aitches. Show a photograph of Nick Clegg to the man or woman in the street and a sizeable proportion of them will think he’s David Cameron. (Show them a photograph of any other member of the Liberal Democrat front bench and they probably struggle to think anything at all, unless it’s Lembit Opik, who’s the only one most people can recognise because they may have seen him cavorting in Hello magazine with a Cheeky Girl.)


There is evidence that the parties are aware of the problem and that, whenever possible, the opposition does its best to put ‘clear blue water’ between them and the government, and vice versa. The water is inevitably muddied, though, by the presence of rebels on both sides – the Iraq war, tuition fees and the abolition of the 10p tax rate being just some examples in recent years of votes where the force of the Labour rebels threatened to defeat the government.


Also, there’s a fair point often made by opposition parties, which is that it isn’t reasonable to expect them to present clear, committed breakdowns of their tax plans when an election might still be years away. That sort of thing should be in a manifesto, and you can take them to task if it’s not.


8. Spoilers


One way of indicating your lack of engagement in the political process is actively to mark your paper in some way other than the traditional X, or other sign of ‘unambiguous intent’, to quote the voting regulations. This can range from writing ‘IDIOTS’ or ‘WASTE OF SPACE’ next to every candidate’s name to scrawling ‘COME THE REVOLUTION YOU’LL BE FIRST AGAINST THE WALL’ across the entire ballot slip. This might all at first sound rather childish, but a spoilt paper has to be counted. Parliamentary election rules (Schedule 1 to the Representation of the People Act 1983) stipulate that ‘public notice’ must be given of the number of rejected ballot papers. This is usually taken to mean given in writing, but such notice may also be given as part of the announcement of the results by the returning officer. There are corresponding rules for local elections. A large number of spoilt ballots in any one constituency might send out a message about the weakness or unpalatability of the selection of candidates on offer.


Of course, you may end up kicking yourself if someone wins by two votes. The seat of Winchester, in the 1997 election, was won by Mark Oaten for the Liberal Democrats with a majority of two. The defeated Conservative, Gerry Malone, successfully challenged the result on a technicality and a by-election was called – which Oaten won with a majority of 21,556. (It would be satisfying to say that Oaten had the last laugh, although his enforced resignation from the Lib Dems’ Home Office brief a few years later, after admitting shenanigans with male escorts, rather prevents one from doing so.)


9. Splitters


A particular sub-category of Spoilers (and a spoilt ballot is how it is counted) like to make their views known by marking a cross against more than one candidate having been instructed not to do so. The Glasgow East by-election in 2008 apparently had a number of spoilt papers on which people had marked both the Labour and the SSP (Scottish Socialist Party) candidate. Confusion, or divided loyalties? Things may have been confused further by the fact that the two candidates shared a surname (Margaret Curran and Frances Curran). Splitting does no actual good beyond enabling you to square things with your conscience – there’s no such thing as half a vote – so it’s up to you.


10. Abstainers


Not voting – is it the coward’s way? The only problem is that, unless people ‘actively abstain’ (by spoilt ballot), there is no way of telling the difference between a) the high-minded, who wish to keep their political fingers clean by not allowing their pencil to sully the box of any of the reprobates on offer, b) the disillusioned, who distrust not just the candidates on offer but the entire political system, c) the lazy, who are aware there is an election happening but would rather put their feet up in front of Coronation Street and d) the ignorant, who haven’t got a clue what’s going on and wonder if people are walking around with rosettes on for a horse show. They all count as a non-vote, all contributing towards the 39 per cent, or whatever it turns out to be, of the population who are cited as not voting. So the best way of doing it is to be a Spoiler – see above.


So there we have it. Chances are you’ll have been in one of the above categories, or you’re about to get the vote and wondering which you will fall into. So where will your vote go?


Who are they? The political parties in the UK


Labour


In government since 1997, having won a record three consecutive terms. Founded in 1900, having grown out of the trade union and socialist movements, and traditionally regarded as the party on the left of British politics – although Tony Benn and others would have a few words to say about that these days. Two long periods of opposition in the twentieth century (1951–64 and 1979–97) resulted in a lot of soul-searching, and the party now represents a more centrist, social-democratic position. Since 2008, it could be argued that Labour has become even friendlier towards big business, and many long-term supporters feel the party has betrayed its roots. It has not taken long for initial excitement with Labour to turn to disenchantment.


Conservative


Known as the Tory party, and also the subject of a period of redefinition following a bruising extended period in opposition. Founded in the nineteenth century and traditionally a right-wing party, it could now be seen as centre-right. They are in an odd position, ideologically – what some see as support for individualism and the fight against the ‘nanny state’ others see as being out of touch and wanting to maintain the status quo at the expense of progress. Struggling to shake off the spectre of Thatcherism, the party has adopted policies which would have been unthinkable in the 1980s: an engagement with poverty and social division, and open support for civil partnerships. But some commentators feel the disagreements on Europe which plagued John Major in the 1990s have not gone away, and could come back to haunt a future Conservative administration.


Liberal Democrats


Until the 1920s, the Liberal party was one of the two major parties in British politics, but it was eased out by the rise of Labour. A Liberal party, in some form, traditionally occupied the centre ground of British politics throughout the rest of the twentieth century. The Liberal Democrats were formed out of the former SDP/Liberal alliance in 1988. Continually frustrated by the media portraying UK politics as a two-horse race, and often struggling for airtime, the ‘Lib Dems’ have nevertheless made some bold advances. They always tend to do better in local and European elections – and in by-elections – than in general elections. Their supporters would say their centrist position encourages support from both Left and Right and, indeed, that they want to erode those old definitions and ‘isms’ – their detractors would claim that they attract equal hostility from both sides!


And it’s only fair to mention a few of the others.


The next biggest in terms of seats is the Democratic Unionist Party, founded by the shy and retiring Reverend Ian Paisley, which wants to maintain the cultural ties between Northern Ireland and Great Britain. Fifth biggest is the Scottish Nationalist Party, which does what it says on the tin – it wants independence for Scotland. Devolution appears to have gone part of the way towards keeping the latter happy, but their MPs still sit in Westminster. Sinn Féin is the major left-wing Irish Republican party. Plaid Cymru stands for the establishment of an independent Welsh state within the European Union, and has a handful of MPs. The UK Independence Party currently has no representation at Westminster and sports possibly one of the least imaginative of all party logos, featuring a pound symbol on a plain background with the party name, but has had eloquent spokesmen in Nigel Farage and subsequently in Lord Pearson. Respect is a coalition created in 2004 out of issues around the Iraq conflict, and has since broadened its remit, while the Green Party has members in the European Parliament and the London Assembly, and have been poised for a while to take their first Westminster seat. Putting it all into perspective is the Official Monster Raving Loony Party, standing, in its own words, for ‘Insanity, Satire, Pragmatism, Existentialism’.




Here is one possible wording for a sticky label for ballot papers, suggested by the ‘Abstain 05’ campaign during the 2005 general election: ‘This vote is an abstention. I deeply mistrust the current political system such that I cannot cast a vote today in favour of a particular candidate and I am therefore abstaining. This should be a wake-up call for all politicians who think they can treat the electorate in the way they have done over the past few years or more. I will continue to abstain until I feel I can again trust one or more of the political leaders.’[1]





None of the Above?


There is an argument for a ‘none of the above’ or NOTA choice – or indeed the RON (Re-Open Nominations) so beloved of student councils, although the administrative headache a victory for this category would produce hardly bears thinking about. Never mind the confusion which could arise if there actually was a candidate called Ron. And how many people would actually trudge through the pouring rain to their local polling station just to say that none of the options on offer was any good? And what would happen if NOTA got the most votes?


If you really do find all the proffered candidates unpalatable, here are a few suggestions from some useful sources.




	The campaign ‘Positive Abstention’ lobbies for positive abstention votes to be included on ballot papers and in election statistics. This may appeal to you. (www.positiveabstention.com)


	Emma Jones, a Haringey councillor, thinks you can always find an option: ‘There will always be one candidate or party that is closer to your own beliefs than the others, even if only slightly – and not voting for them of course helps the others with whom you have less in common. Or the other option is to stand as a candidate yourself, perhaps as an Independent – but if you cannot or don’t want to do that, don’t moan about the people who are giving up their life to do so.’


	Iain Dale, Conservative activist and blogger, argues that: ‘If someone doesn’t vote they have no right to complain about what happens afterwards.’


	Similarly, Gisela Stuart MP says: ‘If you don’t vote, politicians don’t have to care!’


	Peter Tatchell, human rights campaigner, suggests you should: ‘Write on the ballot paper “None of the above”.’


	Anyone who can’t bring themselves to vote for any of the candidates on offer should ‘put themselves up for election next time!’, says writer and journalist Jo-Anne Nadler.







The words ‘None of the Above’ as part of a political party name are prohibited under the Registration of Political Parties (Prohibited Words and Expressions) (Amendment) Order 2005. So currently, nobody can actually stand as the candidate for the ‘None of the Above’ party.





With all of these potential coping strategies in evidence, it’s perhaps surprising that so many people chose to ‘abstain passively’. Why do people not vote? Unsurprisingly, there has been some serious research done into this. After the 2005 general election, a poll of non-voters found that 13 per cent were ‘very interested’, in politics, 43 per cent were ‘interested’, 30 per cent were ‘not particularly interested’ and 14 per cent were ‘not at all interested’. Intriguingly, though, these non-voters still professed the same concerns as the rest of the population – crime, health, money and so on – but they just didn’t necessarily see this abstract thing called ‘politics’ as being the answer to their problems.[2]


So, with only a minority of non-voters actually appearing not to take an interest in politics, there must be something else turning them off. The same poll also asked people’s reasons for not voting, of which the largest group (19 per cent) was the ‘not bothered’ group, followed by 13 per cent who expressed a lack of trust in politicians and 9 per cent who claimed a lack of choice.[3]


You may be one of these people. You may well be looking at the politicians who supposedly represent you and wondering what on earth they can possibly have to say that would be of any use. Well, read on – with any luck the subsequent chapters will help to bring home all the weird and wonderful things which politics can be about and which it can do for you.





PolFax: Day By Day




	Most people think UK elections are always held on a Thursday, and indeed they now are, but that hasn’t always been the case.


	The 1931 election, held in the middle of the Great Depression, took place on a Tuesday.


	Wednesday was the day of choice in 1922 and 1924.


	Election day was a Saturday in 1918 (the first election in which women could vote). A regional newspaper noted: ‘Polling on Saturday was conducted very quietly and there was an entire absence of the usual excitement. Weather had its effect on polling for out of 2,400 persons entitled to record these votes only about 1,500 did so. The majority of these were women. Polling took place in the Parish Hall.’[4]


	In many countries – France, for example – elections are held on a Sunday so as not to disrupt work and schools.


	The timing of elections remains a controversial issue, with an incumbent prime minister currently able to call one at any time within the maximum five-year period of a Parliament.


	In 2007, Labour’s deputy leader Harriet Harman argued that a PM should be forced to seek majority approval from MPs when choosing a date.


	The Liberal Democrat MP David Howarth has gone further still, leading a campaign for fixed-term Parliaments.[5]


	Tuesday is traditionally the day for the prime minister’s audience with the monarch, it’s Wednesday for Prime Minister’s Questions, and most MPs have their constituency surgeries on a Saturday.








The Numbers Game: Close Shaves


Parliamentary majorities of less than ten votes since 1918








	

MP




	

Party




	

Constituency




	

Year




	

Majority













	

Abraham Flint




	

Nat Lab




	

Ilkeston




	

1931




	

2









	

Mark Oaten




	

Lib Dem




	

Winchester




	

1992




	

2[6]









	

Sir Francis Acland




	

Lib




	

Tiverton




	

1923




	

3









	

Gwynoro Jones




	

Lab




	

Carmarthen




	

1974 (February)




	

3









	

Sir Harmar Nicholls




	

Con




	

Peterborough




	

1966




	

3









	

Thomas Stamford




	

Lab




	

Leeds West




	

1924




	

3









	

Lord Colum Crichton-Stuart




	

Con




	

Northwich




	

1929




	

4









	

Hon. George Ward




	

Con




	

Worcester




	

1945




	

4









	

Eric Gandar Dower




	

Con




	

Caithness and Sutherland




	

1945




	

6









	

Leonard Ropner




	

Con




	

Sedgefield




	

1923




	

6









	

Dennis Hobden




	

Lab




	

Brighton Kemptown




	

1964




	

7









	

Frank Privett




	

Con




	

Portsmouth Central




	

1922




	

7









	

Derek Spencer




	

Con




	

Leicester South




	

1983




	

7









	

Paul Tyler




	

Lib




	

Bodmin




	

1974 (February)




	

9














Vox Pops


The first election under the Ballot Act has been throughout peaceful. Persons of great experience declare that they never saw a contested election in which less intoxicating liquor was drunk. No charges of bribery are rife, and the election appears to have been fought on both sides on principles of purity.


Report from The Times, 16 August 1872, after the first ever secret ballot in the UK


One of the penalties for refusing to participate in politics is that you end up being governed by your inferiors.


Plato (born c. 423 BC)









[1] Abstain 05 campaign website: http://www.abstain05.co.uk/







[2] MORI survey for the Electoral Commission, 2005: http://ukpollingreport.co.uk/blog/archives/date/2006/07







[3] Ibid.







[4]East Grinstead Observer, 21 December 1918.







[5] Fixed Term Parliaments Bill, Hansard 16 May 2008: Column 1703.







[6] Later declared void, but subsequently won in a by-election by the Liberal Democrats with a 21,556 majority.
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