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In "The Blessed Hope: A Sermon on the Death of Mrs. Francis Cunningham," Edward Hoare delivers a poignant meditation on loss and the promise of eternal life. Through a blend of pastoral language and theological insight, Hoare navigates the complex emotions surrounding death, emphasizing hope rather than despair. The sermon is both a personal tribute to Mrs. Cunningham and a broader exploration of Christian doctrine regarding mortality, and it is situated within the Victorian context that grapples with issues of faith and the afterlife, making it deeply resonant for contemporary readers seeking solace in their own grief. Edward Hoare, an influential theologian and preacher of the 19th century, immersed himself in the moral and spiritual challenges of his time, undoubtedly influenced by the social upheavals of his era. His pastoral background provided him with the insights necessary to address the intimate relationship between personal grief and communal faith. Hoare'Äôs commitment to his congregants forged the authentic emotional resonance found in his works, allowing him to distill profound truths from the tragedy of death. I highly recommend "The Blessed Hope" to anyone navigating the complexities of grief or seeking an understanding of Christian hope in the face of loss. Hoare'Äôs eloquent prose and compassionate insights serve not only as a tribute to Mrs. Cunningham but also as a compelling invitation to explore the depths of faith and the promise of renewal.
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In "Occasional Thoughts in Reference to a Vertuous or Christian Life," Lady Damaris Masham marries personal reflection with philosophical inquiry, exploring the intricate relationship between virtue and Christian ethics. The text is characterized by its contemplative style, blending elements of early Enlightenment thought with a robust moral framework. Masham's work resonates with the intellectual currents of her time, reflecting both metaphysical inquiries and practical applications of virtue in everyday life. By examining the moral imperatives of a virtuous existence through a religious lens, she encourages readers to grapple with the complexities of ethical living amidst a rapidly changing societal landscape. Lady Damaris Masham, a prominent figure of the 17th-century intellectual milieu, was influenced by her interactions with notable philosophers like John Locke, whose ideas on individualism and moral philosophy permeate her writings. As one of the few women engaged in the philosophical discourse of her time, Masham's background and experiences profoundly shaped her perspective. Her commitment to exploring virtue within a Christian framework not only underscores her intellectual prowess but also positions her as a pioneering voice for women's moral and philosophical considerations. This thought-provoking work is highly recommended for anyone interested in the intersection of philosophy, morality, and theology. Masham's insights remain relevant today, inviting readers to contemplate their own moral choices and the essence of a virtuous life. Students of philosophy, theology, and gender studies will find in this text a rich source of enlightenment and guidance.
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In "Revelations of Divine Love," Julian of Norwich presents a profound exploration of Christian mysticism, offering a series of visionary experiences that redefine the nature of God's love and humanity's relationship with the divine. Written in the 14th century, the text blends lyrical prose with meditative reflections and employs a unique style characterized by its poetic tone and vivid imagery. Julian's use of metaphor, particularly her famous metaphor of God as a mother, situates her work within the context of medieval spirituality, illuminating themes of suffering, grace, and the transformative power of divine love amidst the backdrop of the Black Death. Julian of Norwich, an English anchoress, lived a life dedicated to contemplation and religious devotion. Her mystical encounters, accompanied by a series of sixteen revelations during a critical illness, inspired her to articulate the profound insights granted to her. As one of the earliest female authors in the English language, her works reflect both her personal experiences and broader theological currents of her time, emphasizing the nurturing side of God in a patriarchal society. This timeless text is recommended for anyone seeking a deeper understanding of Christian spirituality, mysticism, and the feminine aspect of God. Julian's compassionate insights and her revolutionary approach to divine love resonate across centuries, making this book an essential read for both scholars and seekers of faith.
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In "Expositions of Holy Scripture: Psalms," Alexander Maclaren offers a profound exploration of the Book of Psalms, unraveling its theological richness and emotive power. Maclaren employs a sermonic style, intertwining critical exegesis with personal reflection, making each exposition both accessible and deeply reflective. His keen insights into the structure, historical context, and spiritual implications of the Psalms demonstrate an unwavering reverence for the text as sacred scripture, while his eloquent prose captures the beauty of poetic expressions of worship and lament. Alexander Maclaren (1826-1910), a Scottish preacher and theologian, drew upon his extensive pastoral experience to craft this work, reflecting a lifetime of engagement with scripture. His diverse educational background, coupled with a commitment to the spiritual edification of his congregation, shaped his approach to biblical interpretation. Maclaren's understanding of the Psalms as both ancient hymns and contemporary prayers allowed him to bridge the gap between theology and devotion, inspiring countless readers to find meaning in their own spiritual journeys. I wholeheartedly recommend "Expositions of Holy Scripture: Psalms" to both scholars and lay readers alike. Maclaren'Äôs poetic eloquence and insightful commentary invite reflection and foster a deeper connection to this timeless text, ensuring that readers come away not only with knowledge but also with inspiration to enrich their own spiritual practices.
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In "Sowing and Reaping," Dwight Lyman Moody presents a profound exploration of Christian doctrine through the metaphor of agriculture, emphasizing the principle that spiritual outcomes are deeply influenced by one'Äôs actions and intentions. Through compelling anecdotes and eloquent prose, Moody weaves a narrative that articulates the necessity of faith and the moral imperative of sowing goodness to reap spiritual rewards. The book reflects the evangelical fervor of the late 19th century, characterized by a blend of personal testimony and biblical exegesis, aimed at guiding readers toward a more impactful Christian life. Dwight Lyman Moody, a prominent American evangelist and publisher, is known for his ability to communicate complex theological concepts in relatable terms. His own transformative journey from a humble, uneducated background to a leading figure in the evangelical movement informs the urgency and passion found in "Sowing and Reaping." Moody's ministry, which emphasized personal faith and the need for active discipleship, is mirrored in his writings, which resonate with those seeking spiritual growth and moral clarity. This book is highly recommended for anyone interested in deepening their understanding of Christian ethics and personal spirituality. Moody'Äôs insights into the law of sowing and reaping provide both inspiration and practical guidance, making it a vital read for pastors, laypeople, and anyone navigating the complexities of faith in everyday life.
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The following pages contain the substance of some Sermons preached in the course of my parochial ministry, on the subject of Sanctification, and are published at the request of several members of my congregation.

They contain nothing new, and, being parochial sermons, they are not in the form of a systematic treatise. But I hope they exhibit the doctrine of Sanctification as revealed in Scripture, as embodied in the teaching of the Church of England, and as preached by those who are generally termed the Evangelical Clergy.

They are not so much controversial as practical. My desire has not been to discuss new opinions, but to bring out old truths. I shall be truly thankful if this shall prove to have been done; and I commit them to God, with the earnest prayer that He may make them useful, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to those who long for the fulfilment of the prayer of their most blessed Saviour,—‘Sanctify them through Thy truth, Thy Word is truth.’

E. H.

Tunbridge Wells.
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‘Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ; Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.’—1 Pet. i. 2.





It is one of the encouraging features of the present day that many of the Lord’s people are aiming at a higher standard of Christian holiness than they have ever yet known, and are looking to the great grace of their most blessed Saviour to raise them by His Spirit above the various hindrances which have hitherto impeded their progress. They desire that there should be no impediment in the service of their blessed Saviour. In their worship they would draw very near to Him, and in their life they would glorify His name. But yet, when they seek to do so, and when they fairly look at God’s character, God’s claims, God’s will, and God’s glory, they find reason to be humbled to the dust; and the more they realize His infinite mercy in Christ Jesus, the more they learn of the magnitude and multitude of their own shortcomings. Thus it sometimes comes to pass that in many true believers their greatest discouragements are intimately connected with their efforts after holiness, and many of their doubts and difficulties arise from their real desire for true sanctification. The more that they aim at the holiness of God, the more they feel their sin, and the more earnestly that they strive to rise, the more keenly do they feel the pain and humiliation of the ruin of their fallen nature. It is important therefore for those who desire holiness to look carefully into the teaching of Scripture on the great subject of Sanctification; to examine what is really promised, and to learn what the Word of God teaches us to expect. Does it, or does it not, make provision for such difficulties? And if it does, what is the provision? These are some of the questions which I desire now to consider, and I hope it may please God to fulfil to both writer and reader the prayer of the Apostle: ‘The very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.’

Now one of the great difficulties of the subject is, that in all languages certain words are employed to express more than one idea, and that the idea connected with the word often changes as time advances. To a certain extent this applies to the word ‘sanctification’ in sacred Scripture. It has no less than four distinct meanings in the Word of God; and, if we treat them all as if they were the same, we are sure to be confused. It has its original sense, and three others that have grown out of it. The original sense is separation unto God, or dedication; and the three that have grown out of it are legal cleansing, personal holiness, and the exaltation of the holiness of God. If therefore we wish to understand the teaching of Scripture, we must clearly examine the use of the word in these four senses. May the Lord Himself help us to do so!

If we turn then to the beginning, we shall find that the original sense of the word ‘to sanctify’ is to set apart unto God.

So in the Old Testament the Hebrew is frequently rendered ‘to hallow,’ or to set apart as a holy thing.

In this sense it is used of the Sabbath (Gen. ii. 3): ‘God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it.’ He separated it from the ordinary purposes of common life, and set it apart as a day peculiar to Himself. So again the first-born were set apart unto God, and therefore said to be sanctified; as we read, Exod. xiii. 2: ‘Sanctify unto Me all the first-born—both of man and of beast: it is mine.’ So of the Temple, God said (2 Chron. vii. 16), ‘I have chosen and sanctified this house, that my name may be there for ever.’ The same is said of the priests, the vessels of the sanctuary, and the lamb taken from the flock for sacrifice: they were all separated unto God, and thus said to be sanctified. It is in this sense that our blessed Saviour made use of the word, when He said in John, xvii. 19, ‘For their sakes I sanctify myself.’ No one can suppose for one moment that He made Himself more holy, or cleansed Himself from actual sin, for He had been from all eternity holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners. There was no possibility of any increase of holiness in Him. But He did, from the deep love that filled His heart, set Himself apart unto God, to be the one perfect sin-offering for man. As the lamb was sanctified when it was taken from the flock, and set apart for sacrifice, so did He sanctify Himself when He separated Himself from all human fellowship, and, as one set apart unto God, bore alone the whole burden of human guilt.

Now, this is the sense in which the word is used whenever sanctification is spoken of as something past, or complete. There are passages in which it is described as the past act of God, as, e.g. Jude, 1, where God’s people are spoken of as being, or having been, ‘sanctified by God the Father;’ and 2 Thess. ii. 13, where they are described as having been ‘chosen to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth.’ The reason is, that they have already been set apart by the Holy Ghost as a peculiar people unto God. They have been like a branch of the wild olive, cut out from the old tree, and engrafted into the new. That grafting into Christ involved a separation, for it implied a cutting out as well as a grafting in; and therefore, whenever a soul has been incorporated into Christ, there has been in this sense an act of sanctification, or, in other words, of separation unto God. Such passages do not refer to personal holiness; but to the past act of God in separating His elect unto Himself. I have no doubt that this is the meaning of the text. We all know that the work of holiness is the consequence of the gift of pardon. It is not till we are forgiven through the great blood-sprinkling that the real work of holiness begins. But in these words sanctification comes before it, and the sprinkling of the blood is described as the result of the sanctifying act. The reason is, not that this verse is at variance with the rest of Scripture,—God forbid the thought,—but that the word sanctification does not here express our growth in personal holiness, but means God’s great act of separation unto Himself by the mighty power of the Holy Ghost. As the Sabbath was set apart unto God, so have we been set apart if we be in Christ Jesus: and it is both our privilege and duty to regard ourselves as chosen out of the world and now belonging, as a peculiar people, unto God. It is with reference to this act of separation that the Apostle addresses God’s people in the words, ‘Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace be multiplied.’

If we take the word in this sense the passage will throw a flood of light on three important subjects: the origin of this separation, its result, and the power by which it is accomplished.
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