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ENGLISH THESAURUS


This book is an accessible and comprehensive 'word-finder'. It provides over 150,000 synonyms (words that have similar meanings), arranged in A–Z style.


Thesauruses are invaluable if you want to make your writing varied and interesting.


This thesaurus provides an alphabetical listing of 10,000 words with their related synonyms. Here's how to use the book: imagine you want to say that a joke is 'funny' but that you have used the word once before in your paragraph. Look up 'funny' in the thesaurus and it will tell you that you could also use the words 'amusing', 'comical', 'humorous', 'hilarious', 'entertaining', or a number of other words instead.


Many words have more than one sense or meaning. 'Funny', for example, does not only apply to things that make you laugh. It can also be applied to things or people that are rather odd, and under this meaning the thesaurus lists 'odd', 'peculiar', 'weird', 'bizarre', and so on.


funny adj 1 amusing, comic, comical, diverting, droll, entertaining, facetious, hilarious, humorous, jocose, jocular, witty. 2 farcical, laughable, ludicrous. 3 bizarre, curious, odd, peculiar, strange. • n 1 jest, joke. 2 cartoon, comic.


In this book, you will find that those words that have more than one meaning have more than one list of synonyms and that these are numbered 1, 2, and so on. Thus, 'funny' meaning 'amusing' is under 1, 'funny' meaning 'deserving mockery' is under 2, and 'funny' meaning 'odd' is under 3. Some words have quite a few different synonym lists depending on the number of meanings attached to them.


Antonyms


Antonyms are the opposite of synonyms. They refer to words that have the opposite meaning. There are antonyms for some of the headwords in this book. You'll find them below the main entry, labelled with a part of speech.


abbreviate vb abridge, compress, condense, contract, cut, curtail, epitomize, reduce, retrench, shorten.


vb antonyms amplify, extend.


Other features:


Strict alphabetical order is followed. All compound words and hyphenated words are alphabetized as if they are one word.


Variant spellings appear in bold type next to the headword.


Parts of speech are indicated in italic, after the bold headword, by the abbreviations shown on the following page. Other parts of speech after the main headword are indicated by a full point (.) and •.


Different senses within parts of speech are numbered. Parts of speech are separated by full points (.) and •.


Words of different origins but with the same spelling are given separate, numbered entries.


Registers are indicated by the following labels: fml, inf, sl, derog, off.
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Abbreviations






	abbr

	abbreviation






	adj

	adjective






	adv

	adverb






	approx

	approximately






	aux

	auxiliary






	conj

	conjunction






	derog

	derogatory, derogatorily






	dial

	dialect






	e.g.

	exempli gratis, for example






	etc

	etcetera, and so on






	f

	feminine






	fml

	formal






	gram

	grammar






	hum

	humorous






	
i.e.

	id est, that is






	inf

	informal






	lit

	literary






	m

	masculine






	math

	mathematics






	med

	medicine






	mus

	music






	myth

	mythology






	n

	noun






	naut

	nautical






	neut

	neuter






	npl

	noun plural






	obs

	obsolete






	off

	offensive






	p

	participle






	pl

	plural






	poet

	poetical






	poss

	possessive






	prep

	preposition






	pron

	pronoun






	reflex

	reflexive






	sing

	singular






	sl

	slang






	usu

	usually






	vb

	verb






	zool

	zoology









A


aback adv back, backward, regressively.


abandon vb 1 abdicate, abjure, desert, drop, evacuate, forsake, forswear, leave, quit, relinquish, yield. 2 cede, forgo, give up, let go, renounce, resign, surrender, vacate, waive. • n careless freedom, dash, impetuosity, impulse, wildness.


vb antonyms continue, persist, support.


n antonym restraint.


abandoned adj 1 depraved, derelict, deserted, discarded, dropped, forsaken, left, outcast, rejected, relinquished. 2 corrupt, demoralized, depraved, dissolute, graceless, impenitent, irreclaimable, lost, obdurate, profligate, reprobate, shameless, sinful, unprincipled, vicious, wicked.


adj antonyms cherished, restrained.


abandonment n desertion, dereliction, giving up, leaving, relinquishment, renunciation, surrender.


abase vb 1 depress, drop, lower, reduce, sink. 2 debase, degrade, disgrace, humble, humiliate.


vb antonyms elevate, honour.


abasement n abjection, debasement, degradation, disgrace, humbleness, humiliation, shame.


abash vb affront, bewilder, confound, confuse, dash, discompose, disconcert, embarrass, humiliate, humble, shame, snub.


abashment n confusion, embarrassment, humiliation, mortification, shame.


abate vb 1 diminish, decrease, lessen, lower, moderate, reduce, relax, remove, slacken. 2 allow, bate, deduct, mitigate, rebate, remit. 3 allay, alleviate, appease, assuage, blunt, calm, compose, dull, mitigate, moderate, mollify, pacify, qualify, quiet, quell, soften, soothe, tranquillize.


vb antonyms increase, strengthen.


abatement n 1 alleviation, assuagement, decrement, decrease, extenuation, mitigation, moderation, remission. 2 cessation, decline, diminution, ebb, fading, lowering, sinking, settlement. 3 allowance, deduction, rebate, reduction.


abbey n convent, monastery, priory.


abbreviate vb abridge, compress, condense, contract, cut, curtail, epitomize, reduce, retrench, shorten.


vb antonyms amplify, extend.


abbreviation n abridgment, compression, condensation, contraction, curtailment, cutting, reduction, shortening.


n antonyms expansion, extension.


abdicate vb abandon, cede, forgo, forsake, give up, quit, relinquish, renounce, resign, retire, surrender.


abdication n abandonment, abdicating, relinquishment, renunciation, resignation, surrender.


abdomen n belly, gut, paunch, stomach, (inf) tummy.


abduct vb carry off, kidnap, spirit away, take away.


abduction n carrying off, kidnapping, removal, seizure, withdrawal.


aberrant adj 1 deviating, devious, divergent, diverging, erratic, rambling, wandering. 2 abnormal, anomalous, disconnected, eccentric, erratic, exceptional, inconsequent, peculiar, irregular, preternatural, singular, strange, unnatural, unusual.


adj antonyms normal, straight.


aberration n 1 departure, deviation, divergence, rambling, wandering. 2 abnormality, anomaly, eccentricity, irregularity, peculiarity, singularity, unconformity. 3 delusion, disorder, hallucination, illusion, instability.


n antonym conformity.


abet vb 1 aid, assist, back, help, support, sustain, uphold. 2 advocate, condone, countenance, encourage, favour, incite, sanction.


vb antonym discourage.


abettor n 1 ally, assistant. 2 adviser, advocate, promoter. 3 accessory, accomplice, associate, confederate.


abeyance n 1 anticipation, calculation, expectancy, waiting. 2 dormancy, inactivity, intermission, quiescence, remission, reservation, suppression, suspension.


n antonyms activity, continuation.


abhor vb abominate, detest, dislike intensely, execrate, hate, loathe, nauseate, view with horror.


vb antonyms adore, love.


abhorrence n abomination, antipathy, aversion, detestation, disgust, hatred, horror, loathing.


abhorrent adj 1 abominating, detesting, hating, loathing. 2 hateful, horrifying, horrible, loathsome, nauseating, odious, offensive, repellent, repugnant, repulsive, revolting, shocking.


adj antonym attractive.


abide vb 1 lodge, rest, sojourn, stay, wait. 2 dwell, inhabit, live, reside. 3 bear, continue, persevere, persist, remain. 4 endure, last, suffer, tolerate. 5 (with by) act up to, conform to, discharge, fulfil, keep, persist in.


vb antonyms dispute, quit.


abiding adj changeless, constant, continuing, durable, enduring, immutable, lasting, permanent, stable, unchangeable.


ability n 1 ableness, adroitness, aptitude, aptness, cleverness, dexterity, efficacy, efficiency, facility, might, ingenuity, knack, power, readiness, skill, strength, talent, vigour. 2 competency, qualification. 3 calibre, capability, capacity, expertness, faculty, gift, parts.


n antonyms inability, incompetence.


abject adj base, beggarly, contemptible, cringing, degraded, despicable, dirty, grovelling, ignoble, low, mean, menial, miserable, paltry, pitiful, poor, servile, sneaking, slavish, vile, worthless, wretched.


adj antonym exalted.


abjectness n abasement, abjection, baseness, contemptibleness, meanness, pitifulness, servility, vileness.


abjuration n 1 abandonment, abnegation, discarding, disowning, rejection, relinquishment, renunciation, repudiation. 2 disavowal, disclaimer, disclaiming, recall, recantation, repeal, retraction, reversal, revocation.


abjure vb 1 abandon, discard, disclaim, disown, forgo, forswear, give up, reject, relinquish, renounce, repudiate. 2 disavow, disclaim, recall, recant, renounce, repeal, retract, revoke, withdraw.


able adj 1 accomplished, adroit, apt, clever, expert, ingenious, practical, proficient, qualified, quick, skilful, talented, versed. 2 competent, effective, efficient, fitted, quick. 3 capable, gifted, mighty, powerful, talented. 4 athletic, brawny, muscular, robust, stalwart, strong, vigorous.


adj antonyms incapable, incompetent.


ablution n baptism, bathing, cleansing, lavation, purification, washing.


abnegation n abandonment, denial, renunciation, surrender.


n antonyms acceptance, support.


abnormal adj aberrant, anomalous, divergent, eccentric, exceptional, peculiar, odd, singular, strange, uncomfortable, unnatural, unusual, weird.


adj antonyms normal, straight.


abnormality n abnormity, anomaly, deformity, idiosyncrasy, irregularity, monstrosity, peculiarity, oddity, singularity, unconformity.


aboard adv inside, within, on.


abode n domicile, dwelling, habitation, home, house, lodging, quarters, residence, residency, seat.


abolish vb 1 abrogate, annul, cancel, eliminate, invalidate, nullify, quash, repeal, rescind, revoke. 2 annihilate, destroy, end, eradicate, extirpate, extinguish, obliterate, overthrow, suppress, terminate.


vb antonyms continue, retain.


abolition n 1 abrogation, annulling, annulment, cancellation, cancelling, nullification, repeal, rescinding, rescission, revocation. 2 annihilation, destruction, eradication, extinction, extinguishment, extirpation, obliteration, overthrow, subversion, suppression.


n antonyms continuance, retention.


abominable adj 1 accursed, contemptible, cursed, damnable, detestable, execrable, hellish, horrid, nefarious, odious. 2 abhorrent, detestable, disgusting, foul, hateful, loathsome, nauseous, obnoxious, shocking, revolting, repugnant, repulsive. 3 shabby, vile, wretched.


adj antonyms delightful, desirable.


abominate vb abhor, detest, execrate, hate, loathe, recoil from, revolt at, shrink from, shudder at.


abomination n 1 abhorrence, antipathy, aversion, detestation, disgust, execration, hatred, loathing. 2 contamination, corruption, corruptness, defilement, foulness, impurity, loathsomeness, odiousness, pollution, taint, uncleanness. 3 annoyance, curse, evil, infliction, nuisance, plague, torment.


n antonyms adoration, delight.


aboriginal adj first, indigenous, native, original.


aborigine n aboriginal, local, original inhabitant, native.


abortion n 1 miscarriage, premature labour. 2 termination. 3 disappointment, failure.


n antonyms continuation, success.


abortive adj 1 immature, incomplete, rudimental, rudimentary, stunted, untimely. 2 futile, fruitless, idle, ineffectual, inoperative, nugatory, profitless, unavailing, unsuccessful, useless, vain.


adj antonym successful.


abound vb 1 flow, flourish, increase, swarm, swell. 2 exuberate, luxuriate, overflow, proliferate, swarm, teem.


vb antonym be in short supply.


about prep 1 around, encircling, surrounding, round. 2 near. 3 concerning, referring to, regarding, relating to, relative to, respecting, touching, with regard to, with respect to. 4 all over, over, through. • adv 1 around, before. 2 approximately, near, nearly.


above adj above-mentioned, aforementioned, aforesaid, foregoing, preceding, previous, prior. • adv 1 aloft, overhead. 2 before, previously. 3 of a higher rank. • prep 1 higher than, on top of. 2 exceeding, greater than, more than, over. 3 beyond, superior to.


adj, adv antonym below.


prep antonyms below, under.


above-board adj candid, frank, honest, open, straightforward, truthful, upright. • adv candidly, fairly, openly, sincerely.


adj antonyms shady, underhand.


abrade vb erase, erode, rub off, scrape out, wear away.


abrasion n 1 attrition, disintegration, friction, wearing down. 2 scrape, scratch.


abreast adv aligned, alongside.


adv antonyms out of touch, unaware.


abridge vb 1 abbreviate, condense, compress, shorten, summarize. 2 contract, diminish, lessen, reduce.


vb antonyms amplify, pad.


abridgment n 1 compression, condensation, contraction, curtailment, diminution, epitomizing, reduction, shortening. 2 abstract, brief, compendium, digest, epitome, outline, précis, summary, syllabus, synopsis. 3 deprivation, limitation, restriction.


n antonyms expansion, padding.


abroad adv 1 overseas. 2 expansively, unrestrainedly, ubiquitously, widely. 3 forth, out of doors. 4 extensively, publicly.


abrogate vb abolish, annul, cancel, invalidate, nullify, overrule, quash, repeal, rescind, revoke, set aside, vacate, void.


abrogation n abolition, annulling, annulment, cancellation, cancelling, repeal rescinding, rescission, revocation, voidance, voiding.


abrupt adj 1 broken, craggy, jagged, rough, rugged. 2 precipitous, steep. 3 hasty, ill-timed, precipitate, sudden, unanticipated, unexpected. 4 blunt, brusque, curt, discourteous. 5 cramped, harsh, jerky, stiff.


adj antonyms ceremonious, expansive, leisurely.


abscess n boil, fester, pustule, sore, ulcer.


abscond vb bolt, decamp, elope, escape, flee, fly, retreat, run off, sneak away, steal away, withdraw.


absence n 1 nonappearance, nonattendance. 2 abstraction, distraction, inattention, musing, preoccupation, reverie. 3 default, defect, deficiency, lack, privation.


n antonyms existence, presence.


absent adj 1 abroad, away, elsewhere, gone, not present. 2 abstracted, dreaming, inattentive, lost, musing, napping, preoccupied.


adj antonyms aware, present.


absolute adj 1 complete, ideal, independent, perfect, supreme, unconditional, unconditioned, unlimited, unqualified, unrestricted. 2 arbitrary, authoritative, autocratic, despotic, dictatorial, imperious, irresponsible, tyrannical, tyrannous. 3 actual, categorical, certain, decided, determinate, genuine, positive, real, unequivocal, unquestionable, veritable.


adj antonyms conditional, partial.


absolutely adv 1 completely, definitely, unconditionally. 2 actually, downright, indeed, indubitably, infallibly, positively, really, truly, unquestionably.


absoluteness n 1 actuality, completeness, ideality, perfection, positiveness, reality, supremeness. 2 absolutism, arbitrariness, despotism, tyranny.


absolution n acquittal, clearance, deliverance, discharge, forgiveness, liberation, pardon, release, remission, shrift, shriving.


n antonym condemnation.


absolutism n absoluteness, arbitrariness, autocracy, despotism, tyranny.


absolve vb acquit, clear, deliver, discharge, exculpate, excuse, exonerate, forgive, free, liberate, loose, pardon, release, set free.


vb antonym charge.


absorb vb 1 appropriate, assimilate, drink in, imbibe, soak up. 2 consume, destroy, devour, engorge, engulf, exhaust, swallow up, take up. 3 arrest, engage, engross, fix, immerse, occupy, rivet.


vb antonyms dissipate, exude.


absorbent adj absorbing, imbibing, penetrable, porous, receptive.


absorption adj 1 appropriation, assimilation, imbibing, osmosis, soaking up. 2 consumption, destroying, devouring, engorgement, engulfing, exhaustion, swallowing up. 3 concentration, engagement, engrossment, immersion, occupation, preoccupation.


abstain vb avoid, cease, deny oneself, desist, forbear, refrain, refuse, stop, withhold.


vb antonym indulge.


abstemious adj abstinent, frugal, moderate, self-denying, sober, temperate.


adj antonyms gluttonous, intemperate, luxurious.


abstinence n abstemiousness, avoidance, forbearance, moderation, self-restraint, soberness, sobriety, teetotalism, temperance.


n antonym self-indulgence.


abstinent adj 1 abstaining, fasting. 2 abstemious, restraining, self-denying, self-restraining, sober, temperate.


abstract vb 1 detach, disengage, disjoin, dissociate, disunite, isolate, separate. 2 appropriate, purloin, seize, steal, take. 3 abbreviate, abridge, epitomize. • adj 1 isolated, separate, simple, unrelated. 2 abstracted, occult, recondite, refined, subtle, vague. 3 nonobjective, nonrepresentational. • n abridgment, condensation, digest, excerpt, extract, précis, selection, summary, synopsis.


vb antonyms expand, insert.


adj antonym concrete.


abstracted adj 1 absent, absent-minded, dreaming, inattentive, lost, musing, preoccupied. 2 abstruse, refined, subtle.


abstraction n 1 absence, absent-mindedness, inattention, muse, musing, preoccupation, reverie. 2 disconnection, disjunction, isolation, separation. 3 abduction, appropriation, pilfering, purloining, seizure, stealing, taking.


abstruse adj abstract, attenuated, dark, difficult, enigmatic, hidden, indefinite, mysterious, mystic, mystical, obscure, occult, profound, recondite, remote, subtle, transcendental, vague.


adj antonyms concrete, obvious.


absurd adj egregious, fantastic, foolish, incongruous, ill-advised, ill-judged, irrational, ludicrous, nonsensical, nugatory, preposterous, ridiculous, self-annulling, senseless, silly, stupid, unreasonable.


adj antonyms logical, rational, sensible.


absurdity n drivel, extravagance, fatuity, folly, foolery, foolishness, idiocy, nonsense.


abundance n affluence, amplitude, ampleness, copiousness, exuberance, fertility, flow, flood, largeness, luxuriance, opulence, overflow, plenitude, profusion, richness, store, wealth.


n antonyms dearth, scarcity.


abundant adj abounding, ample, bountiful, copious, exuberant, flowing, full, good, large, lavish, rich, liberal, much, overflowing, plentiful, plenteous, replete, teeming, thick.


adj antonyms scarce, sparse.


abuse vb 1 betray, cajole, deceive, desecrate, dishonour, misapply, misemploy, misuse, pervert, pollute, profane, prostitute, violate, wrong. 2 harm, hurt, ill-use, ill-treat, injure, maltreat, mishandle. 3 asperse, berate, blacken, calumniate, defame, disparage, lampoon, lash, malign, revile, reproach, satirize, slander, traduce, upbraid, vilify. • n 1 cruelty, ill-treatment, maltreatment, sadism. 2 desecration, dishonour, ill-use, misuse. 3 aspersion, defamation, disparagement, insult, invective, opprobrium, railing, rating, reviling, ribaldry, rudeness, scurrility, upbraiding, vilification, vituperation.


vb antonyms cherish, compliment, praise.


n antonyms attention, care.


abusive adj 1 condemnatory, insolent, insulting, offensive, opprobrious, reproachful, reviling, ribald, rude, scurrilous, vilificatory, vituperative. 2 barbaric, barbarous, brutal, cruel, harmful, injurious, inhuman, nasty, sadistic, savage, vicious.


adj antonym complimentary.


abut vb adjoin, border, impinge, meet, project.


abutment n 1 bank, bulwark, buttress, embankment, fortification. 2 abutting, abuttal, adjacency, contiguity, juxtaposition.


abuttal n adjacency, boundary, contiguity, juxtaposition, nearness, next, terminus.


abyss n abysm, chasm, gorge, gulf, pit.


academic adj collegiate, lettered, scholastic. • n academician, classicist, doctor, fellow, pundit, savant, scholar, student, teacher.


academy n college, high school, institute, school.


accede vb accept, acquiesce, agree, assent to, comply with, concur, consent, yield.


vb antonyms demur, object.


accelerate vb dispatch, expedite, forward, hasten, hurry, precipitate, press on, quicken, speed, urge on.


vb antonyms delay, slow down.


acceleration n expedition, hastening, hurrying, quickening, pickup, precipitation, speeding up, stepping up.


accent vb accentuate, emphasize, stress. • n 1 cadence, inflection, intonation, tone. 2 beat, emphasis, ictus.


accentuate vb 1 accent, emphasize, mark, point up, punctuate, stress. 2 highlight, overemphasize, overstress, underline, underscore.


accept vb 1 acquire, derive, get, gain, obtain, receive, take. 2 accede to, acknowledge, acquiesce in, admit, agree to, approve, assent to, avow, embrace. 3 estimate, construe, interpret, regard, value.


vb antonyms demur, reject.


acceptable adj agreeable, gratifying, pleasant, pleasing, pleasurable, welcome.


adj antonyms unsatisfactory, unwelcome.


acceptance n 1 accepting, acknowledgment, receipt, reception, taking. 2 approbation, approval, gratification, satisfaction.


acceptation n 1 construction, import, interpretation, meaning, sense, significance, signification, understanding. 2 adoption, approval, currency, vogue.


access vb broach, enter, open, open up. • n 1 approach, avenue, entrance, entry, passage, way. 2 admission, admittance, audience, interview. 3 addition, accession, aggrandizement, enlargement, gain, increase, increment.


n antonyms egress, outlet.


accession n 1 addition, augmentation, enlargement, extension, increase. 2 succession.


accessory adj abetting, additional, additive, adjunct, aiding, ancillary, assisting, contributory, helping, subsidiary, subordinate, supplemental. • n 1 abettor, accomplice, assistant, associate, confederate, helper. 2 accompaniment, attendant, concomitant, detail, subsidiary.


accident n 1 calamity, casualty, condition, contingency, disaster, fortuity, incident, misadventure, miscarriage, mischance, misfortune, mishap. 2 affection, alteration, chance, contingency, mode, modification, property, quality, state.


accidental adj 1 casual, chance, contingent, fortuitous, undesigned, unintended. 2 adventitious, dispensable, immaterial, incidental, nonessential.


adj antonyms intentional, premeditated.


acclamation n acclaim, applause, cheer, cry, plaudit, outcry, salutation, shouting.


acclimatization n adaptation, adjustment, conditioning, familiarization, habituation, inurement, naturalization.


acclimatize vb accustom, adapt, adjust, condition, familiarize, habituate, inure, naturalize, season.


acclivity n ascent, height, hill, rising ground, steep, upward slope.


accommodate vb 1 contain, furnish, hold, oblige, serve, supply. 2 adapt, fit, suit. 3 adjust, compose, harmonize, reconcile, settle.


accommodation n 1 advantage, convenience, privilege. 2 adaptation, agreement, conformity, fitness, suitableness. 3 adjustment, harmonization, harmony, pacification, reconciliation, settlement.


accompaniment n adjunct, appendage, attachment, attendant, concomitant.


accompany vb attend, chaperon, convoy, escort, follow, go with.


accomplice n abettor, accessory, ally, assistant, associate, confederate, partner.


accomplish vb 1 achieve, bring about, carry, carry through, complete, compass, consummate, do, effect, execute, perform, perfect. 2 conclude, end, finish, terminate.


accomplished adj 1 achieved, completed, done, effected, executed, finished, fulfilled, realized. 2 able, adroit, apt, consummate, educated, experienced, expert, finished, instructed, practised, proficient, qualified, ripe, skilful, versed. 3 elegant, fashionable, fine, polished, polite, refined.


adj antonym inexpert.


accomplishment n 1 achievement, acquirement, attainment, qualification. 2 completion, fulfilment.


accord vb 1 admit, allow, concede, deign, give, grant, vouchsafe, yield. 2 agree, assent, concur, correspond, harmonize, quadrate, tally. • n accordance, agreement, concord, concurrence, conformity, consensus, harmony, unanimity, unison.


vb antonym disagree.


n antonym discord.


accordant adj agreeable, agreeing, congruous, consonant, harmonious, suitable, symphonious.


accordingly adv 1 agreeably, conformably, consistently, suitably. 2 consequently, hence, so, thence, therefore, thus, whence, wherefore.


accost vb address, confront, greet, hail, salute, speak to, stop.


account vb 1 assess, appraise, estimate, evaluate, judge, rate. 2 (with for) assign, attribute, explain, expound, justify, rationalize, vindicate. • n 1 inventory, record, register, score. 2 bill, book, charge. 3 calculation, computation, count, reckoning, score, tale, tally. 4 chronicle, detail, description, narration, narrative, portrayal, recital, rehearsal, relation, report, statement, tidings, word. 5 elucidation, explanation, exposition. 6 consideration, ground, motive, reason, regard, sake. 7 consequence, consideration, dignity, distinction, importance, note, repute, reputation, worth.


accountable adj amenable, answerable, duty-bound, liable, responsible.


accoutre vb arm, dress, equip, fit out, furnish.


accredit vb authorize, depute, empower, entrust.


accrue vb arise, come, follow, flow, inure, issue, proceed, result.


accumulate vb agglomerate, aggregate, amass, bring together, collect, gather, grow, hoard, increase, pile, store.


vb antonyms diffuse, disseminate.


accumulation n agglomeration, aggregation, collection, heap, hoard, mass, pile, store.


accuracy n carefulness, correctness, exactness, fidelity, precision, strictness.


accurate adj close, correct, exact, faithful, nice, precise, regular, strict, true, truthful.


adj antonyms inaccurate, wrong.


accusation n arraignment, charge, incrimination, impeachment, indictment.


accuse vb arraign, charge, censure, impeach, indict, tax.


accustom vb discipline, drill, familiarize, habituate, harden, inure, train, use.


ace n (cards, dice) 1 one spot, single pip, single point. 2 atom, bit, grain, iota, jot, particle, single, unit, whit. 3 expert, master, virtuoso. • adj best, expert, fine, outstanding, superb.


acerbity n 1 acidity, acridity, acridness, astringency, bitterness, roughness, sourness, tartness. 2 acrimony, bitterness, harshness, severity, venom.


achieve vb 1 accomplish, attain, complete, do, effect, execute, finish, fulfil, perform, realize. 2 acquire, gain, get, obtain, win.


vb antonyms fail, miss.


achievement n 1 accomplishment, acquirement, attainment, completion, consummation, performance, realization. 2 deed, exploit, feat, work.


acid adj pungent, sharp, sour, stinging, tart, vinegary.


acknowledge vb 1 recognize. 2 accept, admit, accept, allow, concede, grant. 3 avow, confess, own, profess.


acme n apex, climax, height, peak, pinnacle, summit, top, vertex, zenith.


n antonym nadir.


acquaint vb 1 familiarize. 2 announce, apprise, communicate, enlighten, disclose, inform, make aware, make known, notify, tell.


acquaintance n 1 companionship, familiarity, fellowship, intimacy, knowledge. 2 associate, companion, comrade, friend.


acquiesce vb 1 bow, comply, consent, give way, rest, submit, yield. 2 agree, assent, concur, consent.


vb antonyms disagree, object.


acquire vb 1 achieve, attain, earn, gain, get, have, obtain, procure, realize, secure, win. 2 learn thoroughly, master.


vb antonyms forfeit, forgo, relinquish.


acquirement n 1 acquiring, gaining, gathering, mastery. 2 acquisition, accomplishment, attainment.


acquit vb absolve, clear, discharge, exculpate, excuse, exonerate, forgive, liberate, pardon, pay, quit, release, set free, settle.


vb antonym convict.


acquittal n absolution, acquittance, clearance, deliverance, discharge, exoneration, liberation, release.


acquittance n 1 discharge. 2 quittance, receipt.


acrid adj biting, bitter, caustic, pungent, sharp.


acrimonious adj acrid, angry, bitter, caustic, harsh, malignant, petulant, sarcastic, severe, testy, virulent.


adj antonyms kindly, peaceable.


acrimony n 1 bitterness, churlishness, harshness, rancour, severity, spite, venom. 2 causticity, causticness, corrosiveness, sharpness.


act vb 1 do, execute, function, make, operate, work. 2 enact, feign, perform, play. • n 1 achievement, deed, exploit, feat, performance, proceeding, turn. 2 bill, decree, enactment, law, ordinance, statute. 3 actuality, existence, fact, reality.


acting adj interim, provisional, substitute, temporary. • n 1 enacting, impersonation, performance, portrayal, theatre. 2 counterfeiting, dissimulation, imitation, pretence.


action n 1 achievement, activity, agency, deed, exertion, exploit, feat. 2 battle, combat, conflict, contest, encounter, engagement, operation. 3 lawsuit, prosecution.


active adj 1 effective, efficient, influential, living, operative. 2 assiduous, bustling, busy, diligent, industrious, restless. 3 agile, alert, brisk, energetic, lively, nimble, prompt, quick, smart, spirited, sprightly, supple. 4 animated, ebullient, fervent, vigorous.


adj antonyms dormant, inactive, inert, passive.


actual adj 1 certain, decided, genuine, objective, real, substantial, tangible, true, veritable. 2 perceptible, present, sensible, tangible. 3 absolute, categorical, positive.


adj antonyms apparent, imaginary, theoretical.


actuate vb impel, incite, induce, instigate, move, persuade, prompt.


acumen n acuteness, astuteness, discernment, ingenuity, keenness, penetration, sagacity, sharpness, shrewdness.


acute adj 1 pointed, sharp. 2 astute, bright, discerning, ingenious, intelligent, keen, quick, penetrating, piercing, sagacious, sage, sharp, shrewd, smart, subtle. 3 distressing, fierce, intense, piercing, pungent, poignant, severe, violent. 4 high, high-toned, sharp, shrill. 5 (med) sudden, temporary, violent.


adage n aphorism, dictum, maxim, proverb, saw, saying.


adapt vb accommodate, adjust, conform, coordinate, fit, qualify, proportion, suit, temper.


add vb 1 adjoin, affix, annex, append, attach, join, tag. 2 sum, sum up, total.


vb antonym subtract.


addict vb accustom, apply, dedicate, devote, habituate. • n 1 devotee, enthusiast, fan. 2 head, junkie, user.


addicted adj attached, devoted, given up to, inclined, prone, wedded.


addition n 1 augmentation, accession, enlargement, extension, increase, supplement. 2 adjunct, appendage, appendix, extra.


address vb accost, apply to, court, direct. • n 1 appeal, application, entreaty, invocation, memorial, petition, request, solicitation, suit. 2 discourse, oration, lecture, sermon, speech. 3 ability, adroitness, art, dexterity, expertness, skill. 4 courtesy, deportment, demeanour, tact.


adduce vb 1 advance, allege, assign, offer, present. 2 cite, mention, name.


adept adj accomplished, experienced, practised, proficient, skilled. • n expert, master, virtuoso.


adj antonyms bungling, incompetent, inept.


n antonyms bungler, incompetent.


adequate adj able, adapted, capable, competent, equal, fit, requisite, satisfactory, sufficient, suitable.


adj antonyms inadequate, insufficient.


adhere vb 1 cling, cleave, cohere, hold, stick. 2 appertain, belong, pertain.


adherent adj adhering, clinging, sticking. • n acolyte, dependant, disciple, follower, partisan, supporter, vassal.


adhesion n adherence, attachment, clinging, coherence, sticking.


adhesive adj 1 clinging, sticking. 2 glutinous, gummy, sticky, tenacious, viscous. • n binder, cement, glue, paste.


adieu n farewell, goodbye, parting, valediction.


adipose adj fat, fatty, greasy, oily, oleaginous, sebaceous.


adjacent adj adjoining, bordering, conterminous, contiguous, near, near to, neighbouring, touching.


adjoin vb abut, add, annex, append, border, combine, neighbour, unite, verge.


adjourn vb 1 defer, delay, postpone, procrastinate. 2 close, dissolve, end, interrupt, prorogue, suspend.


vb antonym convene.


adjudge vb 1 allot, assign, award. 2 decide, decree, determine, settle.


adjunct n addition, advantage, appendage, appurtenance, attachment, attribute, auxiliary, dependency, help.


adjure vb beg, beseech, entreat, pray, supplicate.


adjust vb 1 adapt, arrange, dispose, rectify. 2 regulate, set right, settle, suit. 3 compose, harmonize, pacify, reconcile, settle. 4 accommodate, adapt, fit, suit.


vb antonyms derange, disarrange, upset.


administer vb 1 contribute, deal out, dispense, supply. 2 conduct, control, direct, govern, manage, oversee, superintend. 3 conduce, contribute.


admirable adj 1 astonishing, striking, surprising, wonderful. 2 excellent, fine, rare, superb.


adj antonym despicable.


admiration n affection, approbation, approval, astonishment, delight, esteem, pleasure, regard.


n antonym contempt.


admirer n 1 beau, gallant, suitor, sweetheart. 2 fan, follower, supporter.


admissible adj allowable, lawful, permissible, possible.


adj antonyms illegitimate, inadmissible.


admission n 1 access, admittance, entrance, introduction. 2 acceptance, acknowledgement, allowance, assent, avowal, concession.


n antonyms denial, exclusion.


admit vb 1 give access to, let in, receive. 2 agree to, accept, acknowledge, concede, confess. 3 allow, bear, permit, suffer, tolerate.


vb antonyms exclude, gainsay.


admonish vb 1 censure, rebuke, reprove. 2 advise caution, counsel, enjoin, forewarn, warn. 3 acquaint, apprise, inform, instruct, notify, remind.


admonition n 1 censure, rebuke, remonstrance. 2 advice, caution, chiding, counsel, instruction, monition.


adolescence n minority, teens, youth.


n antonym senescence.


adolescent adj juvenile, young, youthful. • n minor, teenager, youth.


adopt vb 1 appropriate, assume. 2 accept, approve, avow, espouse, maintain, support. 3 affiliate, father, foster.


vb antonyms disown, repudiate.


adore vb 1 worship. 2 esteem, honour, idolize, love, revere, venerate.


vb antonyms abhor, hate.


adorn vb beautify, decorate, embellish, enrich, garnish, gild, grace, ornament.


adroit adj apt, dextrous, expert, handy, ingenious, ready, skilful.


adj antonyms clumsy, inept, maladroit.


adulation n blandishment, cajolery, fawning, flattery, flummery, praise, sycophancy.


adult adj grown-up, mature, ripe, ripened. • n grown-up person.


adj antonym immature.


adulterate vb alloy, contaminate, corrupt, debase, deteriorate, vitiate.


advance adj 1 beforehand, forward, leading. • vb propel, push, send forward. 2 aggrandize, dignify, elevate, exalt, promote. 3 benefit, forward, further, improve, promote. 4 adduce, allege, assign, offer, propose, propound. 5 augment, increase. 6 proceed, progress. 7 grow, improve, prosper, thrive. • n 1 march, progress. 2 advancement, enhancement, growth, promotion, rise. 3 offer, overture, proffering, proposal, proposition, tender. 4 appreciation, rise.


vb antonyms impede, retard, retreat.


n antonym recession.


advancement n advance, benefit, gain, growth, improvement, profit.


advantage n 1 ascendancy, precedence, pre-eminence, superiority, upper-hand. 2 benefit, blessing, emolument, gain, profit, return. 3 account, behalf, interest. 4 accommodation, convenience, prerogative, privilege.


n antonyms disadvantage, hindrance.


advantageous adj beneficial, favourable, profitable.


advent n accession, approach, arrival, coming, visitation.


adventitious adj accidental, extraneous, extrinsic, foreign, fortuitous, nonessential.


adventure vb dare, hazard, imperil, peril, risk, venture. • n 1 chance, contingency, experiment, fortuity, hazard, risk, venture. 2 crisis, contingency, event, incident, occurrence, transaction.


adventurous adj 1 bold, chivalrous, courageous, daring, doughty. 2 foolhardy, headlong, precipitate, rash, reckless. 3 dangerous, hazardous, perilous.


adj antonyms cautious, chary, prudent.


adversary n antagonist, enemy, foe, opponent.


n antonyms ally, supporter.


adverse adj 1 conflicting, contrary, opposing. 2 antagonistic, harmful, hostile, hurtful, inimical, unfavourable, unpropitious. 3 calamitous, disastrous, unfortunate, unlucky, untoward.


adj antonyms advantageous, propitious.


adversity n affliction, calamity, disaster, distress, misery, misfortune, sorrow, suffering, woe.


n antonym prosperity.


advertise vb advise, announce, declare, inform, placard, proclaim, publish.


advertisement n announcement, information, notice, proclamation.


advice n 1 admonition, caution, counsel, exhortation, persuasion, suggestion, recommendation. 2 information, intelligence, notice, notification. 3 care, counsel, deliberation, forethought.


advisable adj advantageous, desirable, expedient, prudent.


adj antonyms inadvisable, injudicious.


advise vb 1 admonish, counsel, commend, recommend, suggest, urge. 2 acquaint, apprise, inform, notify. 3 confer, consult, deliberate.


adviser n counsellor, director, guide, instructor.


advocate vb countenance, defend, favour, justify, maintain, support, uphold, vindicate. • n 1 apologist, counsellor, defender, maintainer, patron, pleader, supporter. 2 attorney, barrister, counsel, lawyer, solicitor.


vb antonyms deprecate, disparage, impugn.


n antonyms critic, opponent.


aegis n defence, protection, safeguard, shelter.


aesthetic adj appropriate, beautiful, tasteful.


affable adj 1 accessible, approachable, communicative, conversable, cordial, easy, familiar, frank, free, sociable, social. 2 complaisant, courteous, civil, obliging, polite, urbane.


adj antonyms cool, reserved, reticent, unfriendly.


affair n 1 business, circumstance, concern, matter, office, question. 2 event, incident, occurrence, performance, proceeding, transaction. 3 battle, combat, conflict, encounter, engagement, skirmish.


affairs npl 1 administration, relations. 2 business, estate, finances, property.


affect vb 1 act upon, alter, change, influence, modify, transform. 2 concern, interest, regard, relate. 3 improve, melt, move, overcome, subdue, touch. 4 aim at, aspire to, crave, yearn for. 5 adopt, assume, feign.


affectation n affectedness, airs, artificiality, foppery, pretension, simulation.


affected adj 1 artificial, assumed, feigned, insincere, theatrical. 2 assuming, conceited, foppish, vain.


affection n 1 bent, bias, feeling, inclination, passion, proclivity, propensity. 2 accident, attribute, character, mark, modification, mode, note, property. 3 attachment, endearment, fondness, goodwill, kindness, partiality, love.


n antonyms antipathy, dislike.


affectionate adj attached, devoted, fond, kind, loving, sympathetic, tender.


adj antonyms cold, undemonstrative.


affiliate vb ally, annex, associate, connect, incorporate, join, unite. • n ally, associate, confederate.


affinity n 1 connection, propinquity, relationship. 2 analogy, attraction, correspondence, likeness, relation, resemblance, similarity, sympathy.


affirm vb 1 allege, assert, asseverate, aver, declare, state. 2 approve, confirm, establish, ratify.


affix vb annex, attach, connect, fasten, join, subjoin, tack.


afflict vb agonize, distress, grieve, pain, persecute, plague, torment, trouble, try, wound.


vb antonyms comfort, solace.


affliction n 1 adversity, calamity, disaster, misfortune, stroke, visitation. 2 bitterness, depression, distress, grief, misery, plague, scourge, sorrow, trial, tribulation, wretchedness, woe.


n antonyms comfort, consolation, solace.


affluent adj 1 abounding, abundant, bounteous, plenteous. 2 moneyed, opulent, rich, wealthy.


adj antonyms impecunious, impoverished, poor.


afford vb 1 furnish, produce, supply, yield. 2 bestow, communicate, confer, give, grant, impart, offer. 3 bear, endure, support.


affray n brawl, conflict, disturbance, feud, fight, quarrel, scuffle, struggle.


affright vb affray, alarm, appal, confound, dismay, shock, startle. • n alarm, consternation, fear, fright, panic, terror.


affront vb 1 abuse, insult, outrage. 2 annoy, chafe, displease, fret, irritate, offend, pique, provoke, vex. • n abuse, contumely, insult, outrage, vexation, wrong.


vb antonyms appease, compliment.


n antonym compliment.


afraid adj aghast, alarmed, anxious, apprehensive, frightened, scared, timid.


adj antonyms confident, unafraid.


after prep 1 later than, subsequent to. 2 behind, following. 3 about, according to. 4 because of, in imitation of. • adj 1 behind, consecutive, ensuing, following, later, succeeding, successive, subsequent. 2 aft, back, hind, rear, rearmost, tail.• adv afterwards, later, next, since, subsequently, then, thereafter.


prep antonym before.


again adv 1 afresh, anew, another time, once more. 2 besides, further, in addition, moreover.


against prep 1 adverse to, contrary to, in opposition to, resisting. 2 abutting, close up to, facing, fronting, off, opposite to, over. 3 in anticipation of, for, in expectation of. 4 in compensation for, to counterbalance, to match.


prep antonyms for, pro.


age vb decline, grow old, mature. • n 1 aeon, date, epoch, period, time. 2 decline, old age, senility. 3 antiquity, oldness.


n antonyms salad days, youth.


agency n 1 action, force, intervention, means, mediation, operation, procurement. 2 charge, direction, management, superintendence, supervision.


agent n 1 actor, doer, executor, operator, performer. 2 active element, cause, force. 3 attorney, broker, commissioner, deputy, factor, intermediary, manager, middleman.


agglomeration n accumulation, aggregation, conglomeration, heap, lump, pile.


agglutinate vb cement, fasten, glue, unite.


aggrandize vb advance, dignify, elevate, enrich, exalt, promote.


aggravate vb 1 heighten, increase, worsen. 2 colour, exaggerate, magnify, overstate. 3 enrage, irritate, provoke, tease.


vb antonyms alleviate, appease, mollify.


aggravation n exaggeration, heightening, irritation.


aggregate vb accumulate, amass, collect, heap, pile. • adj collected, total. • n amount, gross, total, whole.


adj antonyms individual, particular.


aggressive adj 1 assailing, assailant, assaulting, attacking, invading, offensive. 2 pushing, self-assertive.


adj antonyms peaceable, submissive.


aggressor n assailant, assaulter, attacker, invader.


aggrieve vb 1 afflict, grieve, pain. 2 abuse, ill-treat, impose, injure, oppress, wrong.


aghast adj 1 appalled, dismayed, frightened, horrified, horror-struck, panic-stricken, terrified. 2 amazed, astonished, startled, thunderstruck.


agile adj active, alert, brisk, lively, nimble, prompt, smart, ready.


adj antonyms clumsy, stiff, torpid.


agitate vb 1 disturb, jar, rock, shake, trouble. 2 disquiet, excite, ferment, rouse, trouble. 3 confuse, discontent, flurry, fluster, flutter. 4 canvass, debate, discuss, dispute, investigate.


vb antonyms calm, tranquilize.


agitation n 1 concussion, shake, shaking. 2 commotion, convulsion, disturbance, ferment, jarring, storm, tumult, turmoil. 3 discomposure, distraction, emotion, excitement, flutter, perturbation, ruffle, tremor, trepidation. 4 controversy, debate, discussion.


agnostic n doubter, empiricist, sceptic.


agonize vb distress, excruciate, rack, torment, torture.


agony n anguish, distress, pangs.


agree vb 1 accord, concur, harmonize, unite. 2 accede, acquiesce, assent, comply, concur, subscribe. 3 bargain, contract, covenant, engage, promise, undertake. 4 compound, compromise. 5 chime, cohere, conform, correspond, match, suit, tally.


vb antonyms conflict, disagree.


agreeable adj charming, pleasant, pleasing.


adj antonyms disagreeable, distasteful, incompatible, nasty.


agreement n 1 accordance, compliance, concord, harmony, union. 2 bargain, compact, contract, pact, treaty.


agriculture n cultivation, culture, farming, geoponics, husbandry, tillage.


aid vb 1 assist, help, serve, support. 2 relieve, succour. 3 advance, facilitate, further, promote. • n 1 assistance, cooperation, help, patronage. 2 alms, subsidy, succour, relief.


vb antonyms impede, obstruct.


n antonyms impediment, obstruction.


ailment n disease, illness, sickness.


aim vb 1 direct, level, point, train. 2 design, intend, mean, purpose, seek. • n 1 bearing, course, direction, tendency. 2 design, object, view, reason.


air vb expose, display, ventilate. • n 1 atmosphere, breeze. 2 appearance, aspect, manner. 3 melody, tune.


aisle n passage, walk.


akin adj 1 allied, kin, related. 2 analogous, cognate, congenial, connected.


adj antonym alien.


alacrity n 1 agility, alertness, activity, eagerness, promptitude. 2 cheerfulness, gaiety, hilarity, liveliness, vivacity.


alarm vb daunt, frighten, scare, startle, terrify. • n 1 alarm-bell, tocsin, warning. 2 apprehension, fear, fright, terror.


vb antonyms calm, reassure, soothe.


n antonym composure.


alert adj 1 awake, circumspect, vigilant, watchful, wary. 2 active, brisk, lively, nimble, quick, prompt, ready, sprightly. • vb alarm, arouse, caution, forewarn, signal, warn. • n alarm, signal, warning.


adj antonyms listless, slow.


alertness n 1 circumspection, vigilance, watchfulness, wariness. 2 activity, briskness, nimbleness, promptness, readiness, spryness.


alien adj 1 foreign, not native. 2 differing, estranged, inappropriate, remote, unallied, separated. • n foreigner, stranger.


adj antonym akin.


n antonym native.


alienate vb (legal) 1 assign, demise, transfer. 2 disaffect, estrange, wean, withdraw.


alienation n (legal) 1 assignment, conveyance, transfer. 2 breach, disaffection, division, estrangement, rupture. 3 (med) aberration, delusion, derangement, hallucination, insanity, madness.


alike adj akin, analogous, duplicate, identical, resembling, similar. • adv equally.


aliment n diet, fare, meat, nutriment, provision, rations, sustenance.


alive adj 1 animate, breathing, live. 2 aware, responsive, sensitive, susceptible. 3 brisk, cheerful, lively, sprightly.


adj antonyms dead, lifeless.


allay vb 1 appease, calm, check, compose. 2 alleviate, assuage, lessen, moderate, solace, temper.


vb antonyms exacerbate, intensify.


allege vb 1 affirm, assert, declare, maintain, say. 2 adduce, advance, assign, cite, plead, produce, quote.


allegiance n duty, homage, fealty, fidelity, loyalty, obligation.


n antonyms disloyalty, enmity.


allegory n apologue, fable, myth, parable, story, tale.


alleviate vb assuage, lighten, mitigate, mollify, moderate, quell, quiet, quieten, soften, soothe.


vb antonym aggravate.


alliance n 1 affinity, intermarriage, relation. 2 coalition, combination, confederacy, league, treaty, union. 3 affiliation, connection, relationship, similarity.


n antonyms divorce, enmity, estrangement, hostility.


allot vb 1 divide, dispense, distribute. 2 assign, fix, prescribe, specify.


allow vb 1 acknowledge, admit, concede, confess, grant, own. 2 authorize, grant, let, permit. 3 bear, endure, suffer, tolerate. 4 grant, yield, relinquish, spare. 5 approve, justify, sanction. 6 abate, bate, deduct, remit.


vb antonyms deny, forbid.


allude vb glance, hint, mention, imply, insinuate, intimate, refer, suggest, touch.


allure vb attract, beguile, cajole, coax, entice, lure, persuade, seduce, tempt. • n appeal, attraction, lure, temptation.


vb antonym repel.


allusion n hint, implication, intimation, insinuation, mention, reference, suggestion.


ally vb combine, connect, join, league, marry, unite. • n aider, assistant, associate, coadjutor, colleague, friend, partner.


n antonyms antagonist, enemy.


vb antonym estrange.


almighty adj all-powerful, omnipotent.


adj antonyms impotent, insignificant, weak.


alms npl benefaction, bounty, charity, dole, gift, gratuity.


alone adj companionless, deserted, forsaken, isolated, lonely, only, single, sole, solitary.


along adv 1 lengthways, lengthwise. 2 forward, onward. 3 beside, together, simultaneously.


aloud adv audibly, loudly, sonorously, vociferously.


alter vb change, conform, modify, shift, turn, transform, transmit, vary.


vb antonym fix.


altercation n bickering, contention, controversy, dispute, dissension, strife, wrangling.


alternating adj intermittent, interrupted.


alternative adj another, different, second, substitute. • n choice, option, preference.


although conj albeit, even if, for all that, notwithstanding, though.


altitude n elevation, height, loftiness.


n antonym depth.


altogether adv completely, entirely, totally, utterly.


always adv continually, eternally, ever, evermore, perpetually, unceasingly.


adv antonym never.


amalgamate vb blend, combine, commingle, compound, incorporate, mix.


vb antonym separate.


amass vb accumulate, aggregate, collect, gather, heap, scrape together.


amateur n dilettante, nonprofessional.


n antonym professional.


amaze vb astonish, astound, bewilder, confound, confuse, dumbfound, perplex, stagger, stupefy.


amazement n astonishment, bewilderment, confusion, marvel, surprise, wonder.


ambassador n deputy, envoy, legate, minister, plenipotentiary.


ambiguous adj dubious, doubtful, enigmatic, equivocal, uncertain, indefinite, indistinct, obscure, vague.


adj antonyms clear.


ambition n aspiration, emulation, longing, yearning.


n antonyms apathy, diffidence.


ambitious adj aspiring, avid, eager, intent.


adj antonym unassuming.


ameliorate vb amend, benefit, better, elevate, improve, mend.


amenability n 1 amenableness, responsiveness. 2 accountability, liability, responsibility.


amenable adj 1 acquiescent, agreeable, persuadable, responsive, susceptible. 2 accountable, liable, responsible.


amend vb better, correct, improve, mend, redress, reform.


vb antonyms impair, worsen.


amends npl atonement, compensation, expiation, indemnification, recompense, reparation, restitution.


amenity n 1 agreeableness, mildness, pleasantness, softness. 2 affability, civility, courtesy, geniality, graciousness, urbanity.


amiable adj attractive, benign, charming, genial, good-natured, harmonious, kind, lovable, lovely, pleasant, pleasing, sweet, winning, winsome.


adj antonyms hostile, unfriendly.


amicable adj amiable, cordial, friendly, harmonious, kind, kindly, peaceable.


amiss adj erroneous, inaccurate, incorrect, faulty, improper, wrong. • adv erroneously, inaccurately, incorrectly, wrongly.


adj antonyms right, well.


amnesty n absolution, condonation, dispensation, forgiveness, oblivion.


amorous adj 1 ardent, enamoured, fond, longing, loving, passionate, tender. 2 erotic, impassioned.


adj antonyms cold, indifferent.


amorphous adj 1 formless, irregular, shapeless, unshapen. 2 noncrystalline, structureless. 3 chaotic, characterless, clumsy, disorganized, misshapen, unorganized, vague.


amount n aggregate, sum, total.


ample adj 1 broad, capacious, extended, extensive, great, large, roomy, spacious. 2 abounding, abundant, copious, generous, liberal, plentiful. 3 diffusive, unrestricted.


adj antonyms insufficient, meager.


amputate vb clip, curtail, prune, lop, remove, separate, sever.


amuse vb 1 charm, cheer, divert, enliven, entertain, gladden, relax, solace. 2 beguile, cheat, deceive, delude, mislead.


vb antonym bore.


amusement n diversion, entertainment, frolic, fun, merriment, pleasure.


n antonyms bore, boredom.


analeptic adj comforting, invigorating, restorative.


analogy n correspondence, likeness, parallelism, parity, resemblance, similarity.


analysis n decomposition, dissection, resolution, separation.


anarchy n chaos, confusion, disorder, misrule, lawlessness, riot.


anathema n ban, curse, denunciation, excommunication, execration, malediction, proscription.


anatomy n 1 dissection. 2 form, skeleton, structure.


ancestor n father, forebear, forefather, progenitor.


ancestry n 1 family, house, line, lineage. 2 descent, genealogy, parentage, pedigree, stock.


anchor vb 1 fasten, fix, secure. 2 cast anchor, take firm hold. • n 1 (naut) ground tackle. 2 defence, hold, security, stay.


ancient adj 1 old, primitive, pristine. 2 antiquated, antique, archaic, obsolete.


adj antonym modern.


ancillary adj accessory, auxiliary, contributory, helpful, instrumental.


angelic adj 1 adorable, celestial, cherubic, heavenly, saintly, seraphic. 2 entrancing, enrapturing, rapturous, ravishing.


adj antonyms devilish, fiendish.


anger vb chafe, displease, enrage, gall, infuriate, irritate, madden. • n choler, exasperation, fury, gall, indignation, ire, passion, rage, resentment, spleen, wrath.


vb antonyms appease, calm, please.


n antonym forbearance.


angle vb fish. • n 1 divergence, flare, opening. 2 bend, corner, crotch, cusp, point. 3 fish-hook, hook.


angry adj chafed, choleric, exasperated, furious, galled, incensed, irritated, nettled, piqued, provoked, resentful.


adj antonyms calm, content.


anguish n agony, distress, grief, pang, rack, torment, torture.


n antonyms happiness, solace.


anile adj aged, decrepit, doting, imbecile, senile.


animadversion n 1 comment, notice, observation, remark. 2 blame, censure, condemnation, reproof, stricture.


animate vb 1 inform, quicken, vitalize, vivify. 2 fortify, invigorate, revive. 3 activate, enliven, excite, heat, impel, kindle, rouse, stimulate, stir, waken. 4 elate, embolden, encourage, exhilarate, gladden, hearten. • adj alive, breathing, live, living, organic, quick.


vb antonyms dull, inhibit.


adj antonyms dull, spiritless.


animosity n bitterness, enmity, grudge, hatred, hostility, rancour, rankling, spleen, virulence.


n antonym goodwill.


annals npl archives, chronicles, records, registers, rolls.


annex vb 1 affix, append, attach, subjoin, tag, tack. 2 connect, join, unite.


annihilate vb abolish, annul, destroy, dissolve, exterminate, extinguish, kill, obliterate, raze, ruin.


annotation n comment, explanation, illustration, note, observation, remark.


announce vb advertise, communicate, declare, disclose, proclaim, promulgate, publish, report, reveal, trumpet.


vb antonym suppress.


announcement n advertisement, annunciation, bulletin, declaration, manifesto, notice, notification, proclamation.


annoy vb badger, chafe, disquiet, disturb, fret, hector, irk, irritate, molest, pain, pester, plague, trouble, vex, worry, wound.


vb antonyms gratify, please.


annul vb abolish, abrogate, cancel, countermand, nullify, overrule, quash, repeal, recall, reverse, revoke.


anoint vb consecrate, oil, sanctify, smear.


anonymous adj nameless, unacknowledged, unsigned.


answer vb fulfil, rejoin, reply, respond, satisfy. • n 1 rejoinder, reply, response, retort. 2 confutation, rebuttal, refutation.


answerable adj accountable, amenable, correspondent, liable, responsible, suited.


antagonism n contradiction, discordance, disharmony, dissonant, incompatibility, opposition.


n antonyms rapport, sympathy.


antecedent adj anterior, foregoing, forerunning, precedent, preceding, previous. • n forerunner, precursor.


anterior adj 1 antecedent, foregoing, preceding, previous, prior. 2 fore, front.


anticipate vb 1 antedate, forestall, foretaste, prevent. 2 count upon, expect, forecast, foresee.


anticipation n 1 apprehension, contemplation, expectation, hope, prospect, trust. 2 expectancy, forecast, foresight, foretaste, preconception, presentiment.


antidote n 1 corrective, counteractive, counter-poison. 2 cure, remedy, restorative, specific.


antipathy n abhorrence, aversion, disgust, detestation, hate, hatred, horror, loathing, repugnance.


n antonyms rapport, sympathy.


antique adj ancient, archaic, bygone, old, old-fashioned.


anxiety n apprehension, care, concern, disquiet, fear, foreboding, misgiving, perplexity, trouble, uneasiness, vexation, worry.


n antonym composure.


anxious adj apprehensive, restless, solicitous, uneasy, unquiet, worried.


adj antonym composed.


apart adv 1 aloof, aside, separately. 2 asunder.


apathetic adj cold, dull, impassive, inert, listless, obtuse, passionless, sluggish, torpid, unfeeling.


ape vb 1 counterfeit, imitate, mimic. 2 affect. • n 1 simian, troglodyte. 2 imitator, mimic. 3 image, imitation, likeness, type.


aperture n chasm, cleft, eye, gap, opening, hole, orifice, passage.


aphorism n adage, apothegm, byword, maxim, proverb, saw, saying.


apish adj 1 imitative, mimicking. 2 affected, foppish, trifling.


aplomb n composure, confidence, equanimity, self-confidence.


apocryphal adj doubtful, fabulous, false, legendary, spurious, uncanonical.


apologetic adj 1 exculpatory, excusatory. 2 defensive, vindictive.


adj antonym defiant.


apology n 1 defence, justification, vindication. 2 acknowledgement, excuse, explanation, plea, reparation.


n antonym defiance.


apostate adj backsliding, disloyal, faithless, false, perfidious, recreant, traitorous, untrue. • n backslider, deserter, pervert, renegade, turncoat.


adj antonym faithful.


n antonyms adherent, convert, loyalist.


apostle n 1 angel, herald, messenger, missionary, preacher. 2 advocate, follower, supporter.


apothegm n aphorism, byword, dictum, maxim, proverb, saw, saying.


appal vb affright, alarm, daunt, dismay, frighten, horrify, scare, shock.


vb antonyms encourage, reassure.


apparel n attire, array, clothes, clothing, dress, garments, habit, raiment, robes, suit, trappings, vestments.


apparent adj 1 discernible, perceptible, visible. 2 conspicuous, evident, legible, manifest, obvious, open, patent, plain, unmistakable. 3 external, ostensible, seeming, superficial.


adj antonyms obscure, real.


apparition n 1 appearance, appearing, epiphany, manifestation. 2 being, form. 3 ghost, phantom, spectre, spirit, vision.


appeal vb address, entreat, implore, invoke, refer, request, solicit. • n application, entreaty, invocation, solicitation, suit.


appear vb 1 emerge, loom. 2 break, open. 3 arise, occur, offer. 4 look, seem, show.


vb antonym disappear.


appearance n 1 advent, arrival, apparition, coming. 2 form, shape. 3 colour, face, fashion, feature, guise, pretence, pretext. 4 air, aspect, complexion, demeanour, manner, mien.


n antonyms disappearance, reality.


appease vb abate, allay, assuage, calm, ease, lessen, mitigate, pacify, placate, quell, soothe, temper, tranquillize.


vb antonym aggravate.


appellation n address, cognomen, denomination, epithet, style, title.


append vb 1 attach, fasten, hang. 2 add, annex, subjoin, tack, tag.


appendix n 1 addition, adjunct, appurtenance, codicil. 2 excursus, supplement.


appetite n 1 craving, desire, longing, lust, passion. 2 gusto, relish, stomach, zest. 3 hunger.


n antonym distaste.


applaud vb acclaim, cheer, clap, compliment, encourage, extol, magnify.


vb antonyms censure, disparage.


applause n acclamation, approval, cheers, commendation, plaudit.


applicable adj adapted, appropriate, apt, befitting, fitting, germane, pertinent, proper, relevant.


adj antonym inapplicable.


application n 1 emollient, lotion, ointment, poultice, wash. 2 appliance, exercise, practice, use. 3 appeal, petition, request, solicitation, suit. 4 assiduity, constancy, diligence, effort, industry.


apply vb 1 bestow, lay upon. 2 appropriate, convert, employ, exercise, use. 3 addict, address, dedicate, devote, direct, engage.


appoint vb 1 determine, establish, fix, prescribe. 2 bid, command, decree, direct, order, require. 3 allot, assign, delegate, depute, detail, destine, settle. 4 constitute, create, name, nominate. 5 equip, furnish, supply.


vb antonyms dismiss, reject.


apportion vb allocate, allot, allow, assign, deal, dispense, divide, share.


apposite adj apt, fit, germane, pertinent, relevant, suitable, pertinent.


appraise vb appreciate, estimate, prize, rate, value.


appreciate vb appreciate, esteem, estimate, rate, realize, value.


apprehend vb 1 arrest, catch, detain, seize, take. 2 conceive, imagine, regard, view. 3 appreciate, perceive, realize, see, take in. 4 fear, forebode. 5 conceive, fancy, hold, imagine, presume, understand.


apprehension n 1 arrest, capture, seizure. 2 intellect, intelligence, mind, reason. 3 discernment, intellect, knowledge, perception, sense. 4 belief, fancy, idea, notion, sentiment, view. 5 alarm, care, dread, distrust, fear, misgiving, suspicion.


apprise vb acquaint, inform, notify, tell.


approach vb 1 advance, approximate, come close. 2 broach. 3 resemble. • n 1 advance, advent. 2 approximation, convergence, nearing, tendency. 3 entrance, path, way.


approbation n 1 approval, commendation, liking, praise. 2 assent, concurrence, consent, endorsement, ratification, sanction.


appropriate vb 1 adopt, arrogate, assume, set apart. 2 allot, apportion, assign, devote. 3 apply, convert, employ, use. • adj adapted, apt, befitting, fit, opportune, seemly, suitable.


adj antonym inappropriate.


approve vb 1 appreciate, commend, like, praise, recommend, value. 2 confirm, countenance, justify, ratify, sustain, uphold.


vb antonym disapprove.


approximate vb approach, be tantamount to, border on, resemble, verge on. • adj 1 approaching, proximate. 2 almost exact, inexact, rough.


adj antonym exact.


apt adj 1 applicable, apposite, appropriate, befitting, fit, felicitous, germane. 2 disposed, inclined, liable, prone, subject. 3 able, adroit, clever, dextrous, expert, handy, happy, prompt, ready, skilful.


adj antonym inapt.


aptitude n 1 applicability, appropriateness, felicity, fitness, pertinence, suitability. 2 inclination, tendency, turn. 3 ability, address, adroitness, quickness, readiness, tact.


n antonym inaptitude.


arbitrary adj 1 absolute, autocratic, despotic, domineering, imperious, overbearing, unlimited. 2 capricious, discretionary, fanciful, voluntary, whimsical.


adj antonyms circumspect, rational, reasoned.


arcade n colonnade, loggia.


arch1 adj 1 cunning, knowing, frolicsome, merry, mirthful, playful, roguish, shrewd, sly. 2 consummate, chief, leading, pre-eminent, prime, primary, principal.


arch2 vb 1 span, vault. 2 bend, curve. • n archway, span, vault.


archaic adj ancient, antiquated, antique, bygone, obsolete, old.


archives npl documents, records, registers, rolls.


ardent adj 1 burning, fiery, hot. 2 eager, earnest, fervent, impassioned, keen, passionate, warm, zealous.


adj antonym dispassionate.


ardour n 1 glow, heat, warmth. 2 eagerness, enthusiasm, fervour, heat, passion, soul, spirit, warmth, zeal.


arduous adj 1 high, lofty, steep, uphill. 2 difficult, fatiguing, hard, laborious, onerous, tiresome, toilsome, wearisome.


adj antonym easy.


area n circle, circuit, district, domain, field, range, realm, region, tract.


argue vb 1 plead, reason upon. 2 debate, dispute. 3 denote, evince, imply, indicate, mean, prove. 4 contest, debate, discuss, sift.


arid adj 1 barren, dry, parched, sterile, unfertile. 2 dry, dull, jejune, pointless, uninteresting.


adj antonyms fertile, lively.


aright adv correctly, justly, rightly, truly.


arise vb 1 ascend, mount, soar, tower. 2 appear, emerge, rise, spring. 3 begin, originate. 4 rebel, revolt, rise. 5 accrue, come, emanate, ensue, flow, issue, originate, proceed, result.


aristocracy n gentry, nobility, noblesse, peerage.


arm1 n 1 bough, branch, limb, protection. 2 cove, creek, estuary, firth, fjord, frith, inlet.


arm2 vb 1 array, equip, furnish. 2 clothe, cover, fortify, guard, protect, strengthen.


arms npl 1 accoutrements, armour, array, harness, mail, panoply, weapons. 2 crest, escutcheon.


army n 1 battalions, force, host, legions, troops. 2 host, multitude, throng, vast assemblage.


around prep about, encircling, encompassing, round, surrounding. • adv about, approximately, generally, near, nearly, practically, round, thereabouts.


arouse vb animate, awaken, excite, incite, kindle, provoke, rouse, stimulate, warm, whet.


vb antonyms calm, lull, quieten.


arraign vb accuse, censure, charge, denounce, impeach, indict, prosecute, tax.


arrange vb 1 array, class, classify, dispose, distribute, group, range, rank. 2 adjust, determine, fix upon, settle. 3 concoct, construct, devise, plan, prepare, project.


arrant adj bad, consummate, downright, gross, notorious, rank, utter.


array vb 1 arrange, dispose, place, range, rank. 2 accoutre, adorn, attire, decorate, dress, enrobe, embellish, equip, garnish, habit, invest. • n 1 arrangement, collection, disposition, marshalling, order. 2 apparel, attire, clothes, dress, garments. 3 army, battalions, soldiery, troops.


arrest vb 1 check, delay, detain, hinder, hold, interrupt, obstruct, restrain, stay, stop, withhold. 2 apprehend, capture, catch, seize, take. 3 catch, engage, engross, fix, occupy, secure, rivet. • n 1 check, checking, detention, hindrance, interruption, obstruction, restraining, stay, staying, stopping. 2 apprehension, capture, detention, seizure.


arrive vb attain, come, get to, reach.


vb antonyms depart.


arrogance n assumption, assurance, disdain, effrontery, haughtiness, loftiness, lordliness, presumption, pride, scornfulness, superciliousness.


n antonym humility.


arrogate vb assume, claim unduly, demand, usurp.


arrow n bolt, dart, reed, shaft.


art n 1 business, craft, employment, trade. 2 address, adroitness, aptitude, dexterity, ingenuity, knack, readiness, sagacity, skill. 3 artfulness, artifice, astuteness, craft, deceit, duplicity, finesse, subtlety.


artful adj crafty, cunning, disingenuous, insincere, sly, tricky, wily.


adj antonyms artless, ingenuous, naïve.


article n 1 branch, clause, division, head, item, member, paragraph, part, point, portion. 2 essay, paper, piece. 3 commodity, substance, thing.


artifice n art, chicanery, contrivance, cunning, deception, deceit, duplicity, effort, finesse, fraud, imposture, invention, stratagem, subterfuge, trick, trickery.


artificial adj 1 counterfeit, sham, spurious. 2 assumed, affected, constrained, fictitious, forced, laboured, strained.


adj antonyms genuine, natural.


artless adj 1 ignorant, rude, unskilful, untaught. 2 natural, plain, simple. 3 candid, fair, frank, guileless, honest, plain, simple, sincere, truthful, unsuspicious.


adj antonym artful.


ascend vb arise, aspire, climb, mount, soar, tower.


vb antonym descend.


ascendancy, ascendency n authority, control, domination, mastery, power, predominance, sovereignty, superiority, sway.


ascertain vb 1 certify, define, determine, establish, fix, settle, verify. 2 discover, find out, get at.


ashamed adj abashed, confused.


adj antonyms defiant, shameless.


ask vb 1 interrogate, inquire, question. 2 adjure, beg, conjure, crave, desire, dun, entreat, implore, invite, inquire, petition, request, solicit, supplicate, seek, sue.


aspect n 1 air, bearing, countenance, expression, feature, look, mien, visage. 2 appearance, attitude, condition, light, phase, position, posture, situation, state, view. 3 angle, direction, outlook, prospect.


asperity n 1 ruggedness, roughness, unevenness. 2 acrimony, causticity, corrosiveness, sharpness, sourness, tartness. 3 acerbity, bitterness, churlishness, harshness, sternness, sullenness, severity, virulence.


aspersion n abuse, backbiting, calumny, censure, defamation, detraction, slander, vituperation, reflection, reproach.


n antonyms commendation, compliment.


aspiration n aim, ambition, craving, hankering, hope, longing.


aspire vb 1 desire, hope, long, yearn. 2 ascend, mount, rise, soar, tower.


assail vb 1 assault, attack, invade, oppugn. 2 impugn, malign, maltreat. 3 ply, storm.


assassinate vb dispatch, kill, murder, slay.


assault vb assail, attack, charge, invade. • n 1 aggression, attack, charge, incursion, invasion, onset, onslaught. 2 storm.


assemble vb 1 call, collect, congregate, convene, convoke, gather, levy, muster. 2 converge, forgather.


vb antonym disperse.


assembly n 1 company, collection, concourse, congregation, gathering, meeting, rout, throng. 2 caucus, congress, conclave, convention, convocation, diet, legislature, meeting, parliament, synod.


assent vb accede, acquiesce, agree, concur, subscribe, yield. • n accord, acquiescence, allowance, approval, approbation, consent.


vb antonym disagree.


assert vb 1 affirm, allege, aver, asseverate, declare, express, maintain, predicate, pronounce, protest. 2 claim, defend, emphasize, maintain, press, uphold, vindicate.


vb antonym deny.


assertion n 1 affirmation, allegation, asseveration, averment, declaration, position, predication, remark, statement, word. 2 defence, emphasis, maintenance, pressing, support, vindication.


n antonym denial.


assess vb 1 appraise, compute, estimate, rate, value. 2 assign, determine, fix, impose, levy.


asseverate vb affirm, aver, avow, declare, maintain, protest.


assiduous adj active, busy, careful, constant, diligent, devoted, indefatigable, industrious, sedulous, unremitting, untiring.


assign vb 1 allot, appoint, apportion, appropriate. 2 fix, designate, determine, specify. 3 adduce, advance, allege, give, grant, offer, present, show.


assist vb 1 abet, aid, befriend, further, help, patronize, promote, second, speed, support, sustain. 2 aid, relieve, succour. 3 alternate with, relieve, spell.


vb antonym thwart.


associate vb 1 affiliate, combine, conjoin, couple, join, link, relate, yoke. 2 consort, fraternize, mingle, sort. • n 1 chum, companion, comrade, familiar, follower, mate. 2 ally, confederate, friend, partner, fellow.


association n combination, company, confederation, connection, partnership, society.


assort vb 1 arrange, class, classify, distribute, group, rank, sort. 2 agree, be adapted, consort, suit.


assuage vb allay, alleviate, appease, calm, ease, lessen, mitigate, moderate, mollify, pacify, quell, relieve, soothe, tranquillize.


vb antonym exacerbate.


assume vb 1 take, undertake. 2 affect, counterfeit, feign, pretend, sham. 3 arrogate, usurp. 4 beg, hypothesize, imply, postulate, posit, presuppose, suppose, simulate.


assurance n 1 assuredness, certainty, conviction, persuasion, pledge, security, surety, warrant. 2 engagement, pledge, promise. 3 averment, assertion, protestation. 4 audacity, confidence, courage, firmness, intrepidity. 5 arrogance, brass, boldness, effrontery, face, front, impudence.


n antonym uncertainty.


assure vb 1 encourage, embolden, hearten. 2 certify, insure, secure against loss, vouch for.


astonish vb amaze, astound, confound, daze, dumbfound, overwhelm, startle, stun, stupefy, surprise.


astute adj acute, cunning, deep, discerning, ingenious, intelligent, penetrating, perspicacious, quick, sagacious, sharp, shrewd.


adj antonym stupid.


asylum n refuge, retreat, sanctuary, shelter.


athletic adj brawny, lusty, muscular, powerful, robust, sinewy, stalwart, stout, strapping, strong, sturdy.


adj antonym puny.


athletics npl aerobics, eurythmics, exercise, exercising, gymnastics, sports, track and field, workout.


atom n bit, molecule, monad, particle, scintilla.


atone vb answer, compensate, expiate, satisfy.


atonement n amends, expiation, propitiation, reparation, satisfaction.


atrocity n depravity, enormity, flagrancy, ferocity, savagery, villainy.


attach vb 1 affix, annex, connect, fasten, join, hitch, tie. 2 charm, captivate, enamour, endear, engage, win. 3 (legal) distress, distrain, seize, take.


vb antonyms detach, unfasten.


attack vb 1 assail, assault, charge, encounter, invade, set upon, storm, tackle. 2 censure, criticise, impugn. • n aggression, assault, charge, offence, onset, onslaught, raid, thrust.


attain vb 1 accomplish, achieve, acquire, get, obtain, secure. 2 arrive at, come to, reach.


attempt vb 1 assail, assault, attack. 2 aim, endeavour, seek, strive, try. • n 1 effort, endeavour, enterprise, experiment, undertaking, venture. 2 assault, attack, onset.


attend vb 1 accompany, escort, follow. 2 guard, protect, watch. 3 minister to, serve, wait on. 4 give heed, hear, harken, listen. 5 be attendant, serve, tend, wait.


attention n 1 care, circumspection, heed, mindfulness, observation, regard, watch, watchfulness. 2 application, reflection, study. 3 civility, courtesy, deference, politeness, regard, respect. 4 addresses, courtship, devotion, suit, wooing.


n antonyms disregard, inattention.


attentive adj alive, awake, careful, civil, considerate, courteous, heedful, mindful, observant, watchful.


adj antonyms heedless, inattentive, inconsiderate.


attenuate vb contract, dilute, diminish, elongate, lengthen, lessen, rarefy, reduce, slim, thin, weaken.


attest vb 1 authenticate, certify, corroborate, confirm, ratify, seal, vouch. 2 adjure, call to witness, invoke. 3 confess, display, exhibit, manifest, prove, show, witness.


attic n garret, loft, upper storey.


Attic adj 1 delicate, subtle, penetrating, pointed, pungent. 2 chaste, classic, correct, elegant, polished, pure.


attire vb accoutre, apparel, array, clothe, dress, enrobe, equip, rig, robe. • n clothes, clothing, costume, dress, garb, gear, habiliment, outfit, toilet, trapping, vestment, vesture, wardrobe.


attitude n 1 pose, position, posture. 2 aspect, conjuncture, condition, phase, prediction, situation, standing, state.


attract vb 1 draw, pull. 2 allure, captivate, charm, decoy, enamour, endear, entice, engage, fascinate, invite, win.


attraction n 1 affinity, drawing, pull. 2 allurement, charm, enticement, fascination, magnetism, lure, seduction, witchery.


attribute vb ascribe, assign, impute, refer. • n characteristic, mark, note, peculiarity, predicate, property, quality.


attrition n abrasion, friction, rubbing.


attune vb 1 accord, harmonize, modulate, tune. 2 accommodate, adapt, adjust, attempt.


audacity n 1 boldness, courage, daring, fearlessness, intrepidity. 2 assurance, brass, effrontery, face, front, impudence, insolence, presumption, sauciness.


n antonyms caution, reserve, timidity.


audience n 1 assemblage, congregation. 2 hearing, interview, reception.


augment vb add to, enhance, enlarge, increase, magnify, multiply, swell.


vb antonym decrease.


augmentation n accession, addition, enlargement, extension, increase.


augury n 1 prediction, prognostication, prophecy, soothsaying. 2 auspice, forerunner, harbinger, herald, omen, precursor, portent, sign.


august adj awe-inspiring, awful, dignified, grand, imposing, kingly, majestic, noble, princely, regal, solemn, stately, venerable.


auspicious adj 1 fortunate, happy, lucky, prosperous, successful. 2 bright, favourable, golden, opportune, promising, prosperous.


adj antonyms inauspicious, ominous.


austere adj ascetic, difficult, formal, hard, harsh, morose, relentless, rigid, rigorous, severe, stern, stiff, strict, uncompromising, unrelenting.


adj antonyms elaborate, extravagant, genial.


authentic adj 1 genuine, pure, real, true, unadulterated, uncorrupted, veritable. 2 accurate, authoritative, reliable, true, trustworthy.


adj antonyms counterfeit, inauthentic, spurious.


authority n 1 dominion, empire, government, jurisdiction, power, sovereignty. 2 ascendency, control, influence, rule, supremacy, sway. 3 authorization, liberty, order, permit, precept, sanction, warranty. 4 testimony, witness. 5 connoisseur, expert, master.


authorize vb 1 empower, enable, entitle. 2 allow, approve, confirm, countenance, permit, ratify, sanction.


auxiliary adj aiding, ancillary, assisting, helpful, subsidiary. • n ally, assistant, confederate, help.


avail vb assist, benefit, help, profit, use, service.


available adj accessible, advantageous, applicable, beneficial, profitable, serviceable, useful.


adj antonym unavailable.


avarice n acquisitiveness, covetousness, greediness, penuriousness, rapacity.


n antonym generosity.


avaricious adj grasping, miserly, niggardly, parsimonious.


avenge vb punish, retaliate, revenge, vindicate.


avenue n 1 access, entrance, entry, passage. 2 alley, path, road, street, walk. 3 channel, pass, route, way.


aver vb allege, assert, asseverate, avouch, declare, pronounce, protest, say.


averse adj adverse, backward, disinclined, indisposed, opposed, unwilling.


adj antonyms sympathetic, willing.


aversion n abhorrence, antipathy, disgust, dislike, hate, hatred, loathing, reluctance, repugnance.


n antonyms liking, sympathy.


avid adj eager, greedy, voracious.


adj antonym indifferent.


avocation n 1 business, calling, employment, occupation, trade, vocation. 2 distraction, hindrance, interruption.


avoid vb 1 dodge, elude, escape, eschew, shun. 2 forebear, refrain from.


avouch vb allege, assert, declare, maintain, say.


avow vb admit, acknowledge, confess, own.


awaken vb 1 arouse, excite, incite, kindle, provoke, spur, stimulate. 2 wake, waken. 3 begin, be excited.


award vb adjudge, allot, assign, bestow, decree, grant. • n adjudication, allotment, assignment, decision, decree, determination, gift, judgement.


aware adj acquainted, apprised, conscious, conversant, informed, knowing, mindful, sensible.


adj antonyms insensitive, unaware.


away adv absent, not present. • adj 1 at a distance. 2 elsewhere. 3 out of the way.


awe vb cow, daunt, intimidate, overawe. • n 1 abashment, fear, reverence. 2 dread, fear, fearfulness, terror.


n antonym contempt.


awful adj 1 august, awesome, dread, grand, inspired. 2 abashed, alarming, appalled, dire, frightful, portentous, tremendous.


awkward adj 1 bungling, clumsy, inept, maladroit, unskilful. 2 lumbering, unfit, ungainly, unmanageable. 3 boorish. 4 inconvenient, unsuitable.


adj antonyms amenable, convenient, elegant, graceful, straightforward.


axiom n adage, aphorism, apothegm, maxim, postulation, truism.


axis n axle, shaft, spindle.


azure adj blue, cerulean, sky-coloured.
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babble vb blather, chatter, gibber, jabber, prate, prattle. • n chat, gossip, palaver, prate, tattle.


babel n clamour, confusion, din, discord, disorder, hubbub, jargon, pother.


baby vb coddle, cosset, indulge, mollycoddle, pamper, spoil. • adj 1 babyish, childish, infantile, puerile. 2 diminutive, doll-like, miniature, pocket, pocket-sized, small-scale. • n 1 babe, brat, child, infant, suckling, nursling. 2 chicken, coward, milksop, namby-pamby, sad sack, weakling. 3 miniature. 4 innocent.


back vb 1 abet, aid, countenance, favour, second, support, sustain. 2 go back, move back, retreat, withdraw. • adj hindmost. •adv 1 in return, in consideration. 2 ago, gone, since. 3 aside, away, behind, by. 4 abaft, astern, backwards, hindwards, rearwards. •n end, hind part, posterior, rear.


vb antonym discourage.


backbite vb abuse, asperse, blacken, defame, libel, malign, revile, scandalize, slander, traduce, vilify.


backbone n 1 chine, spine. 2 constancy, courage, decision, firmness, nerve, pluck, resolution, steadfastness.


n antonyms spinelessness, weakness.


backward adj 1 disinclined, hesitating, indisposed, loath, reluctant, unwilling, wavering. 2 dull, slow, sluggish, stolid, stupid. •adv aback, behind, rearward.


adj antonyms forward, precocious.


bad adj 1 baleful, baneful, detrimental, evil, harmful, hurtful, injurious, noxious, pernicious, unwholesome, vicious. 2 abandoned, corrupt, depraved, immoral, sinful, unfair, unprincipled, wicked. 3 unfortunate, unhappy, unlucky, miserable. 4 disappointing, discouraging, distressing, sad, unwelcoming. 5 abominable, mean, shabby, scurvy, vile, wretched. 6 defective, inferior, imperfect, incompetent, poor, unsuitable. 7 hard, heavy, serious, severe.


badge n brand, emblem, mark, sign, symbol, token.


badger vb annoy, bait, bother, hector, harry, pester, persecute, tease, torment, trouble, vex, worry.


baffle vb 1 balk, block, check, circumvent, defeat, foil, frustrate, mar, thwart, undermine, upset. 2 bewilder, confound, disconcert, perplex.


vb antonyms enlighten, help.


bait vb harry, tease, worry. •n allurement, decoy, enticement, lure, temptation.


vb antonym disincentive


balance vb 1 equilibrate, pose, (naut) trim. 2 compare, weigh. 3 compensate, counteract, estimate. 4 adjust, clear, equalize, square. •n 1 equilibrium, liberation. 2 excess, remainder, residue, surplus.


vb antonyms overbalance, unbalance.


n antonyms imbalance, instability.


bald adj 1 bare, naked, uncovered, treeless. 2 dull, inelegant, meagre, prosaic, tame, unadorned, vapid.


adj antonyms adorned, hirsute.


baleful adj baneful, deadly, calamitous, hurtful, injurious, mischievous, noxious, pernicious, ruinous.


adj antonyms auspicious, favorable.


balk vb baffle, defeat, disappoint, disconcert, foil, frustrate, thwart.


ball n 1 drop, globe, orb, pellet, marble, sphere. 2 bullet, missile, projectile, shot. 3 assembly, dance.


balmy adj aromatic, fragrant, healing, odorous, perfumed.


ban vb 1 anathematize, curse, execrate. 2 interdict, outlaw. •n 1 edict, proclamation. 2 anathema, curse, denunciation, execration. 3 interdiction, outlawry, penalty, prohibition


vb antonym permit.


n antonyms dispensation, permission.


band1 vb 1 belt, bind, cinch, encircle, gird, girdle. 2 ally, associate, combine, connect, join, league. 3 bar, marble, streak, stripe, striate, vein. •n 1 crew, gang, horde, society, troop. 2 ensemble, group, orchestra.


band2 n 1 ligament, ligature, tie. 2 bond, chain, cord, fetter, manacle, shackle, trammel. 3 bandage, belt, binding, cincture, girth, tourniquet.


n antonyms disband, disperse.


bandit n brigand, freebooter, footpad, gangster, highwayman, outlaw, robber.


baneful adj 1 poisonous, venomous. 2 deadly, destructive, hurtful, mischievous, noxious, pernicious.


bang vb 1 beat, knock, maul, pommel, pound, strike, thrash, thump. 2 slam. 3 clatter, rattle, resound, ring. •n 1 clang, clangour, whang. 2 blow, knock, lick, thump, thwack, whack.


banish vb 1 exile, expatriate, ostracize. 2 dismiss, exclude, expel.


vb antonyms recall, welcome.


bank1 vb 1 incline, slope, tilt. 2 embank. •n 1 dike, embankment, escarpment, heap, knoll, mound. 2 border, bound, brim, brink, margin, rim, strand. 3 course, row, tier.


n antonym spend.


bank2 vb deposit, keep, save. •n depository, fund, reserve, savings, stockpile.


banner n colours, ensign, flag, standard, pennon, standard, streamer.


banter vb chaff, deride, jeer, joke, mock, quiz, rally, ridicule. •n badinage, chaff, derision, jesting, joking, mockery, quizzing, raillery, ridicule.


bar vb exclude, hinder, obstruct, prevent, prohibit, restrain, stop. •n 1 grating, pole, rail, rod. 2 barricade, hindrance, impediment, obstacle, obstruction, stop. 3 bank, sand bar, shallow, shoal, spit. 4 (legal) barristers, counsel, court, judgement, tribunal.


barbarian adj brutal, cruel, ferocious, fierce, fell, inhuman, ruthless, savage, truculent, unfeeling. •n brute, ruffian, savage.


barbaric adj 1 barbarous, rude, savage, uncivilized, untamed. 2 capricious, coarse, gaudy, riotous, showy, outlandish, uncouth, untamed, wild.


bare vb 1 denude, depilate, divest, strip, unsheathe. 2 disclose, manifest, open, reveal, show. •adj 1 denuded, exposed, naked, nude, stripped, unclothed, uncovered, undressed, unsheltered. 2 alone, mere, sheer, simple. 3 bald, meagre, plain, unadorned, uncovered, unfurnished. 4 empty, destitute, indigent, poor.


bargain vb 1 agree, contract, covenant, stipulate. 2 convey, sell, transfer. •n 1 agreement, compact, contract, covenant, convention, indenture, transaction, stipulation, treaty. 2 proceeds, purchase, result.


barren adj 1 childless, infecund, sterile. 2 (bot) acarpous, sterile. 3 bare, infertile, poor, sterile, unproductive. 4 ineffectual, unfruitful, uninstructive.


adj antonyms fertile, productive, useful.


barricade vb block up, fortify, protect, obstruct. •n barrier, obstruction, palisade, stockade.


barrier n bar, barricade, hindrance, impediment, obstacle, obstruction, stop.


barter vb bargain, exchange, sell, trade, traffic.


base1 adj 1 cheap, inferior, worthless. 2 counterfeit, debased, false, spurious. 3 baseborn, humble, lowly, mean, nameless, plebeian, unknown, untitled, vulgar. 4 abject, beggarly, contemptible, degraded, despicable, low, menial, pitiful, servile, sordid, sorry, worthless.


base2 vb establish, found, ground. •n 1 foundation, fundament, substructure, underpinning. 2 pedestal, plinth, stand. 3 centre, headquarters, HQ, seat. 4 starting point. 5 basis, cause, grounds, reason, standpoint. 6 bottom, foot, foundation, ground.


bashful adj coy, diffident, shy, timid.


adj antonym confident.


basis n 1 agreement, arrangement, system, way. 2 base, bottom, ground, groundwork, foundation, theory, premise, principle, starting point.


base n bottom, foundation, fundament, ground, groundwork.


bastard adj adulterated, baseborn, counterfeit, false, illegitimate, sham. •n love child.


batch vb assemble, bunch, bundle, collect, gather, group. •n amount, collection, crowd, lot, quantity.


bathe vb 1 immerse, lave, wash. 2 cover, enfold, enwrap, drench, flood, infold, suffuse. •n bath, shower, swim.


batter1 vb 1 beat, pelt, smite. 2 break, bruise, demolish, destroy, shatter, shiver, smash. 3 abrade, deface, disfigure, indent, mar. 4 incline, recede, retreat, slope. •n batsman, striker.


batter2 n dough, goo, goop, gunk, paste, pulp.


battle vb contend, contest, engage, fight, strive, struggle. •n action, affair, brush, combat, conflict, contest, engagement, fight, fray.


bauble n gewgaw, gimcrack, knick-knack, plaything, toy, trifle, trinket.


bawdy adj obscene, filthy, impure, indecent, lascivious, lewd, smutty, unchaste.


adj antonyms chaste, clean.


bawl vb clamour, cry, hoot, howl, roar, shout, squall, vociferate, yell.


bay1 vb bark, howl, wail, yell, yelp.


bay2 n alcove, compartment, niche, nook, opening, recess.


bay3 n bight, cove, gulf, inlet.


bays npl applause, chaplet, fame, garland, glory, honour, plaudits, praise, renown.


beach vb ground, maroon, strand. •n coast, margin, rim, sands, seashore, seaside, shore, shoreline, strand, waterfront.


beacon vb 1 brighten, flame, shine, signal. 2 enlighten, illuminate, illumine, guide, light, signal. •n 1 lighthouse, pharos, watchtower. 2 sign, signal.


beadle n apparitor, church officer, crier, servitor, summoner.


beak n 1 bill, mandible, (sl) nose. 2 (naut) bow, prow, stem.


beam vb beacon, gleam, glisten, glitter, shine. •n 1 balk, girder, joist, scantling, stud. 2 gleam, pencil, ray, streak.


bear vb 1 support, sustain, uphold. 2 carry, convey, deport, transport, waft. 3 abide, brook, endure, stand, suffer, tolerate, undergo. 4 carry on, keep up, maintain. 5 cherish, entertain, harbour. 6 produce. 7 cast, drop, sustain. 8 endure, submit, suffer. 9 act, operate, work.


bearable adj endurable, sufferable, supportable, tolerable.


bearing n 1 air, behaviour, demeanour, deportment, conduct, carriage, conduct, mien, port. 2 connection, dependency, relation. 3 endurance, patience, suffering. 4 aim, course, direction. 5 bringing forth, producing. 6 bed, receptacle, socket.


beastly adj abominable, brutish, ignoble, low, sensual, vile.


beat vb 1 bang, baste, buffet, cane, hammer, hit, knock, maul, pound, pummel, punch, strike, thrash, thump, thwack, whack, whip. 2 bray, bruise, pound, pulverize. 3 batter, pelt. 4 conquer, defeat, overcome, rout, subdue, surpass, vanquish. 5 pulsate, throb. 6 dash, strike. •adj 1 baffled, bamboozled, confounded, mystified, nonplussed, perplexed, puzzled, stumped. 2 done, dog-tired, exhausted, tired out, worn out. 3 beaten, defeated, licked. •n 1 blow, striking, stroke. 2 beating, pulsation, throb. 3 accent, metre, rhythm. 4 circuit, course, round.


beatific adj ecstatic, enchanting, enraptured, ravishing, rapt.


beatitude n blessing, ecstasy, felicity, happiness.


beau n 1 coxcomb, dandy, exquisite, fop, popinjay. 2 admirer, lover, suitor, sweetheart.


beautiful adj charming, comely, fair, fine, exquisite, handsome, lovely, pretty.


adj antonyms plain, ugly.


beautify vb adorn, array, bedeck, deck, decorate, embellish, emblazon, garnish, gild, grace, ornament, set.


beauty n 1 elegance, grace, symmetry. 2 attractiveness, comeliness, fairness, loveliness, seemliness. 3 belle.


become vb 1 change to, get, go, wax. 2 adorn, befit, set off, suit.


becoming adj 1 appropriate, apt, congruous, decent, decorous, due, fit, proper, right, seemly, suitable. 2 comely, graceful, neat, pretty.


adj antonym unbecoming.


bed vb 1 embed, establish, imbed, implant, infix, inset, plant. 2 harbour, house, lodge. •n 1 berth, bunk, cot, couch. 2 channel, depression, hollow. 3 base, foundation, receptacle, support, underlay. 4 accumulation, layer, seam, stratum, vein.


befall vb 1 betide, overtake. 2 chance, happen,occur, supervene.


befitting adj appropriate, apt, becoming, decorous, fit, proper, right, suitable, seemly.


befool vb bamboozle, beguile, cheat, circumvent, delude, deceive, dupe, fool, hoax, hoodwink, infatuate, stupefy, trick.


befriend vb aid, benefit, countenance, encourage, favour, help, patronize.


vb antonym neglect.


beg vb adjure, ask, beseech, conjure, crave, entreat, implore, importune, petition, pray, request, solicit, supplicate.


beggarly adj 1 destitute, needy, poor. 2 abject, base, despicable, grovelling, low, mean, miserable, miserly, paltry, pitiful, scant, servile, shabby, sorry, stingy, vile, wretched.


begin vb 1 arise, commence, enter, open. 2 inaugurate, institute, originate, start.


vb antonyms end, finish.


beginning n 1 arising, commencement, dawn, emergence, inauguration, inception, initiation, opening, outset, start, rise. 2 origin, source.


n antonyms end, finish.


beguile vb 1 cheat, deceive, delude. 2 amuse, cheer, divert, entertain, solace.


behaviour n air, bearing, carriage, comportment, conduct, demeanour, deportment, manner, manners, mien.


behest n bidding, charge, command, commandment, direction, hest, injunction, mandate, order, precept.


behind prep abaft, after, following. •adv abaft, aft, astern, rearward. •adj 1 arrested, backward, checked, detained, retarded. 2 after, behind. •n 1 rear, stern, tail. 2 back, back side, reverse. 3 bottom, buttocks, posterior, rump.


behold vb consider, contemplate, eye, observe, regard, see, survey, view.


behoove vb 1 become, befit, suit. 2 be binding, be obligatory.


being n 1 actuality, existence, reality, subsistence. 2 core, essence, heart, root.


beleaguer vb 1 besiege, blockade, invest. 2 beset, block, encumber, encompass, encounter, obstruct, surround.


belief n 1 assurance, confidence, conviction, persuasion, trust. 2 acceptance, assent, credence, credit, currency. 3 creed, doctrine, dogma, faith, opinion, tenet.


n antonym disbelief.


bellow vb bawl, clamour, cry, howl, vociferate, yell.


belt n 1 band, cincture, girdle, girth, zone. 2 region, stretch, strip.


bemoan vb bewail, deplore, lament, mourn.


vb antonym gloat.


bemused adj bewildered, confused, fuddled, muddled, muzzy, stupefied, tipsy.


bend vb 1 bow, crook, curve, deflect, draw. 2 direct, incline, turn. 3 bend, dispose, influence, mould, persuade, subdue. 4 (naut) fasten, make fast. 5 crook, deflect, deviate, diverge, swerve. 6 bow, lower, stoop. 7 condescend, deign. •n angle, arc, crook, curvature, curve, elbow, turn.


beneath prep 1 below, under, underneath. 2 unbecoming, unbefitting, unworthy. •adv below, underneath.


benediction n beatitude, benefit, benison, blessing, boon, grace, favour.


n antonyms anathema, curse, execration.


benefaction n alms, boon, charity, contribution, donation, favour, gift, grant, gratuity, offering, present.


beneficent adj benevolent, bounteous, bountiful, charitable, generous, kind, liberal.


beneficial adj advantageous, favourable, helpful, profitable, salutary, serviceable, useful, wholesome.


adj antonym harmful.


benefit vb 1 befriend, help, serve. 2 advantage, avail, profit. • n 1 favour, good turn, kindness, service. 2 account, advantage, behalf, gain, good, interest, profit, utility.


vb antonyms harm, hinder, undermine.


n antonym harm.


benevolence n beneficence, benignity, generosity, goodwill, humanity, kindliness, kindness.


n antonym meanness.


benevolent adj altruistic, benign, charitable, generous, humane, kind, kind-hearted, liberal, obliging, philanthropic, tender, unselfish.


adj antonym mean.


benign adj amiable, amicable, beneficent, benevolent, complaisant, friendly, gentle, good, gracious, humane, kind, kindly, obliging.


bent adj 1 angled, angular, bowed, crooked, curved, deflected, flexed, hooked, twisted. 2 disposed, inclined, prone, minded. 3 (with on) determined, fixed on, resolved, set on. • n bias, inclination, leaning, partiality, penchant, predilection, prepossession, proclivity, propensity


adj antonym straight.


bequeath vb 1 devise, give, grant, leave, will. 2 impart, transmit.


berate vb chide, rate, reprimand, reprove, scold.


vb antonym praise.


bereave vb afflict, deprive of, despoil, dispossess, divest, rob, spoil, strip.


beseech vb 1 beg, conjure, entreat, implore, importune, petition, supplicate. 2 ask, beg, crave, solicit.


beset vb 1 besiege, encompass, enclose, environ, encircle, hem in, surround. 2 decorate, embarrass, embellish, entangle, garnish, ornament, perplex, set.


beside prep 1 at the side of, by the side of, close to, near. 2 aside from, not according to, out of the course of, out of the way of. 3 not in possession of, out of. 4 also besides barring, distinct from, excluding, except, excepting, in addition to, other than, over and above, save. • adv also besides additionally, also, further, furthermore, in addition, more, moreover, over and above, too, yet.


besiege vb beset, blockade, encircle, encompass, environ, invest, surround.


besot vb 1 drench, intoxicate, soak, steep. 2 befool, delude, infatuate, stultify, stupefy.


bespatter vb bedaub, befoul, besmirch, smear, spatter.


bespeak vb accost, address, declare, evince, forestall, imply, indicate, prearrange, predict, proclaim, solicit.


best vb 1 better, exceed, excel, predominate, rival, surpass. 2 beat, defeat, outdo, worst. •adj chief, first, foremost, highest, leading, utmost. •adv 1 advantageously, excellently. 2 extremely, greatly. •n choice, cream, flower, pick.


adj antonym worst.


adv antonym worst.


n antonym worst.


bestial adj 1 beast-like, beastly, brutal, degraded, depraved, irrational, low, vile. 2 sensual.


adj antonyms civilized, humane.


bestow vb 1 deposit, dispose, put, place, store, stow. 2 accord, give, grant, impart.


vb antonym deprive.


bet vb gamble, hazard, lay, pledge, stake, wage, wager. •n gamble, hazard, stake, wager.


bethink vb cogitate, consider, ponder, recall, recollect, reflect, remember.


betide vb befall, happen, occur, overtake.


betimes adv beforehand, early, forward, soon.


betoken vb argue, betray, denote, evince, imply, indicate, prove, represent, show, signify, typify.


betray vb 1 be false to, break, violate. 2 blab, discover, divulge, expose, reveal, show, tell. 3 argue, betoken, display, evince, expose, exhibit, imply, indicate, manifest, reveal. 4 beguile, delude, ensnare, lure, mislead. 5 corrupt, ruin, seduce, undo.


vb antonyms defend, fulfil, protect.


betroth vb affiance, engage to marry, pledge in marriage, plight.


better vb advance, amend, correct, exceed, improve, promote, rectify, reform. •adj bigger, fitter, greater, larger, less ill, preferable. •n 1 advantage, superiority, upper hand, victory. 2 improvement, greater good.


vb antonyms deteriorate, worsen.


adj antonym worse.


between prep amidst, among, betwixt.


bewail vb bemoan, deplore, express, lament, mourn over, rue, sorrow.


beware vb avoid, heed, look out, mind.


vb antonyms brave, dare.


bewilder vb confound, confuse, daze, distract, embarrass, entangle, muddle, mystify, nonplus, perplex, pose, puzzle, stagger.


bewitch vb captivate, charm, enchant, enrapture, entrance, fascinate, spellbind, transport.


beyond prep above, before, farther, over, past, remote, yonder.


bias vb bend, dispose, incline, influence, predispose, prejudice. •n bent, inclination, leaning, partiality, penchant, predilection, prepossession, proclivity, propensity, slant, tendency, turn.


n antonyms fairness, impartiality.


bicker vb argue, dispute, jangle, quarrel, spar, spat, squabble, wrangle.


vb antonym agree.


bid vb 1 charge, command, direct, enjoin, order, require, summon. 2 ask, call, invite, pray, request, solicit. 3 offer, propose, proffer, tender. •n bidding, offer, proposal.


big adj 1 bumper, bulking, bulky, great, huge, large, massive, monstrous. 2 important, imposing. 3 distended, inflated, full, swollen, tumid. 4 fecund, fruitful, productive, teeming.


adj antonyms little, small.


bigoted adj dogmatic, hidebound, intolerant, obstinate, narrow-minded, opinionated, prejudiced.


adj antonyms broad-minded, enlightened, liberal.


bill1 vb 1 charge, dun, invoice. 2 programme, schedule. 3 advertise, boost, plug, promote, publicize. • n 1 account, charges, reckoning, score. 2 advertisement, banner, hoarding, placard, poster. 3 playbill, programme, schedule. 4 bill of exchange, certificate, money. 5 account, reckoning, statement.


bill2 n 1 beak, mandible, (sl) nose. 2 billhook, brush-cutter, hedge-bill, hedging knife. 3 caress, fondle, kiss, toy.


billet vb allot, apportion, assign, distribute, quarter, station. •n accommodation, lodgings, quarters.


billow vb 1 surge, wave. 2 heave, roll. 3 bag, balloon, bulge, dilate, swell. •n roller, surge, swell, wave.


bin n box, bunker, crib, frame, receptacle.


bind vb 1 confine, enchain, fetter, restrain, restrict. 2 bandage, tie up, wrap. 3 fasten, lash, pinion, secure, tie, truss. 4 engage, hold, oblige, obligate, pledge. 5 contract, harden, shrink, stiffen.


birth n 1 ancestry, blood, descent, extraction, lineage, race. 2 being, creation, creature, offspring, production, progeny.


bit n 1 crumb, fragment, morsel, mouthful, piece, scrap. 2 atom, grain, jot, mite, particle. 3 instant, minute, moment, second.


bite vb 1 champ, chew, crunch, gnaw. 2 burn, make smart, sting. 3 catch, clutch, grapple, grasp, grip. 4 bamboozle, cheat, cozen, deceive, defraud, dupe, gull, mislead, outwit, overreach, trick. •n 1 grasp, hold. 2 punch, relish, spice, pungency, tang, zest. 3 lick, morsel, sip, taste. 4 crick, nip, pain, pang, prick, sting.


bitter adj 1 acrid. 2 dire, fell, merciless, relentless, ruthless. 3 harsh, severe, stern. 4 afflictive, calamitous, distressing, galling, grievous, painful, poignant, sore, sorrowful.


adj antonyms contented, genial, sweet.


black adj 1 dark, ebony, inky, jet, sable, swarthy. 2 dingy, dusky, lowering, murky, pitchy. 3 calamitous, dark, depressing, disastrous, dismal, doleful, forbidding, gloomy, melancholy, mournful, sombre, sullen.


blacken vb 1 darken. 2 deface, defile, soil, stain, sully. 3 asperse, besmirch, calumniate, defame, malign, revile, slander, traduce, vilify.


vb antonyms enhance, praise.


blamable adj blameable, blameworthy, censurable, culpable, delinquent. faulty, remiss, reprehensible.


blame vb accuse, censure, condemn, disapprove, reflect upon, reprehend, reproach, reprove, upbraid. •n 1 animadversion, censure, condemnation, disapproval, dispraise, disapprobation, reprehension, reproach, reproof. 2 defect, demerit, fault, guilt, misdeed, shortcoming, sin, wrong.


n antonym exonerate.


blameless adj faultless, guiltless, inculpable, innocent, irreproachable, unblemished, undefiled, unimpeachable, unspotted, unsullied, spotless, stainless.


adj antonym guilty.


blanch vb bleach, fade, etiolate, whiten.


vb antonyms blush, color, redden.


bland adj 1 balmy, demulcent, gentle, mild, soothing, soft. 2 affable, amiable, complaisant, kindly, mild, suave.


adv antonyms piquant, sharp.


blandishment n cajolery, coaxing, compliment, fascination, fawning, flattery, wheedling


blank adj 1 bare, empty, vacuous, void. 2 amazed, astonished, confounded, confused, dumbfounded, nonplussed. 3 absolute, complete, entire, mere, perfect, pure, simple, unabated, unadulterated, unmitigated, unmixed, utter, perfect.


blare vb blazon, blow, peal, proclaim, trumpet. • n blast, clang, clangour, peal.


blasphemy n 1 impiousness, sacrilege, heresy, irreverence. 2 cursing, profanity, swearing.


blast vb 1 annihilate, blight, destroy, kill, ruin, shrivel, wither. 2 burst, explode, kill. •n 1 blow, gust, squall. 2 blare, clang, peal. 3 burst, discharge, explosion.


blaze vb 1 blazon, proclaim, publish. 2 burn, flame, glow. •n flame, flare, flash, glow, light.


bleach vb blanch, etiolate, render white, whiten.


bleak adj 1 bare, exposed, unprotected, unsheltered, storm-beaten, windswept. 2 biting, chill, cold, piercing, raw. 3 cheerless, comfortless, desolate, dreary, uncongenial,


adj antonyms cheerful, congenial.


blemish vb 1 blur, injure, mar, spot, stain, sully, taint, tarnish. 2 asperse, calumniate, defame, malign, revile, slander, traduce, vilify. •n 1 blot, blur, defect, disfigurement, fault, flaw, imperfection, soil, speck, spot, stain, tarnish. 2 disgrace, dishonour, reproach, stain, taint.


blend vb amalgamate, coalesce, combine, commingle, fuse, mingle, mix, unite. •n amalgamation, combination, compound, fusion, mix, mixture, union.


vb antonym separate.


bless vb 1 beatify, delight, gladden. 2 adore, celebrate, exalt, extol, glorify, magnify, praise.


vb antonyms condemn, curse.


blessedness n beatitude, bliss, blissfulness, felicity, happiness, joy.


blight vb 1 blast, destroy, kill, ruin, shrivel, wither. 2 annihilate, annul, crush, disappoint, frustrate. • n blast, mildew, pestilence.


vb antonym bless.


n antonyms blessing, boon.


blind vb 1 blear, darken, deprive of sight. 2 blindfold, hoodwink. •adj 1 eyeless, sightless, stone-blind, unseeing. 2 benighted, ignorant, injudicious, purblind, undiscerning, unenlightened. 3 concealed, confused, dark, dim, hidden, intricate, involved, labyrinthine, obscure, private, remote. 4 careless, headlong, heedless, inconsiderate, indiscriminate, thoughtless. 5 blank, closed, shut. •n 1 cover, curtain, screen, shade, shutter. 2 blinker. 3 concealment, disguise, feint, pretence, pretext, ruse, stratagem, subterfuge.


adj antonyms aware, clear, sighted.


blink vb 1 nictate, nictitate, wink. 2 flicker, flutter, gleam, glitter, intermit, twinkle. 3 avoid, disregard, evade, gloss over, ignore, overlook, pass over. •n 1 glance, glimpse, sight, view, wink. 2 gleam, glimmer, sheen, shimmer, twinkle.


bliss n beatification, beatitude, blessedness, blissfulness, ecstasy, felicity, happiness, heaven, joy, rapture, transport.


n antonyms damnation, misery.


blithe adj airy, animated, blithesome, buoyant, cheerful, debonair, elated, happy, jocund, joyful, joyous, lively, mirthful, sprightly, vivacious.


adj antonym morose.


bloat vb dilate, distend, inflate, swell.


block vb 1 arrest, bar, blockade, check, choke, close, hinder, impede, jam, obstruct, stop. 2 form, mould, shape. 3 brace, stiffen. •n 1 lump, mass. 2 blockhead, dunce, fool, simpleton. 3 pulley, tackle. 4 execution, scaffold. 5 jam, obstruction, pack, stoppage.


blood n 1 children, descendants, offspring, posterity, progeny. 2 family, house, kin, kindred, line, relations. 3 consanguinity, descent, kinship, lineage, relationship. 4 courage, disposition, feelings, mettle, passion, spirit, temper.


bloom vb 1 blossom, blow, flower. 2 thrive, prosper. •n 1 blossom, blossoming, blow, efflorescence, florescence, flowering. 2 delicacy, delicateness, flush, freshness, heyday, prime, vigour. 3 flush, glow, rose.


vb antonym wither.


blossom vb bloom, blow, flower. •n bloom, blow, efflorescence, flower.


vb antonym wither.


blot vb 1 cancel, efface, erase, expunge, obliterate, rub out. 2 blur, deface, disfigure, obscure, spot, stain, sully. 3 disgrace, dishonour, tarnish. •n 1 blemish, blur, erasure, spot, obliteration, stain. 2 disgrace, dishonour, stigma.


blow1 n 1 bang, beat, buffet, dab, impact, knock, pat, punch, rap, slam, stroke, thump, wallop, buffet, impact. 2 affliction, calamity, disaster, misfortune, setback.


blow2 vb 1 breathe, gasp, pant, puff. 2 flow, move, scud, stream, waft. •n blast, gale, gust, squall, storm, wind.


blue adj 1 azure, cerulean, cobalt, indigo, sapphire, ultramarine. 2 ghastly, livid, pallid. 3 dejected, depressed, dispirited, downcast, gloomy, glum, mopey, melancholic, melancholy, sad.


bluff1 adj 1 abrupt, blunt, blustering, coarse, frank, good-natured, open, outspoken. 2 abrupt, precipitous, sheer, steep. •n cliff, headland, height.


n antonyms diplomatic, refined.


bluff2 vb deceive, defraud, lie, mislead. •n deceit, deception, feint, fraud, lie.


blunder vb err, flounder, stumble. •n error, fault, howler, mistake, solecism.


blunt adj 1 dull, edgeless, obtuse, pointless, unsharpened. 2 insensible, stolid, thick-witted. 3 abrupt, bluff, downright, plain-spoken, outspoken, unceremonious, uncourtly. •vb deaden, dull, numb, weaken.


adj antonyms sharp, tactful.


vb antonyms intensify, sharpen.


blur vb 1 darken, dim, obscure. 2 blemish, blot, spot, stain, sully, tarnish. •n 1 blemish, blot, soil, spot, stain, tarnish. 2 disgrace, smear.


blush vb colour, flush, glow, redden. •n bloom, flush, glow, colour, reddening, suffusion.


vb antonym blanch.


bluster vb boast, brag, bully, domineer, roar, swagger, swell, vaunt. •n 1 boisterousness, noise, tumult, turbulence. 2 braggadocio, bravado, boasting, gasconade, swaggering.


board n 1 deal, panel, plank. 2 diet, entertainment, fare, food, meals, provision, victuals. 3 cabinet, conclave, committee, council. 4 directorate. 5 panel.


boast vb bluster, brag, crack, flourish, crow, vaunt. •n blustering, boasting, bombast, brag, braggadocio, bravado, bombast, swaggering, vaunt.


vb antonym deprecate.


bode vb augur, betoken, forebode, foreshadow, foretell, portend, predict, prefigure, presage, prophesy.


bodily adj carnal, corporeal, fleshly, physical. •adv altogether, completely, entirely, wholly.


body n 1 carcass, corpse, remains. 2 stem, torso, trunk. 3 aggregate, bulk, corpus, mass. 4 being, individual, mortal creature, person. 5 assemblage, association, band, company, corporation, corps, coterie, force, party, society, troop. 6 consistency, substance, thickness.


boggle vb demur, falter, hang fire, hesitate, shrink, vacillate, waver.


boil1 vb agitate, bubble, foam, froth, rage, seethe, simmer. •n ebullience, ebullition.


boil2 (med) gathering, pimple, pustule, swelling, tumour.


boisterous adj 1 loud, roaring, stormy. 2 clamouring, loud, noisy, obstreperous, tumultuous, turbulent.


adj antonyms calm, quiet, restrained.


bold adj 1 adventurous, audacious, courageous. 2 brave, daring, dauntless, doughty, fearless, gallant, hardy, heroic, intrepid, mettlesome, manful, manly, spirited, stouthearted, undaunted, valiant, valorous. 3 assured, confident, self-reliant. 4 assuming, forward, impertinent, impudent, insolent, push, rude, saucy. 5 conspicuous, projecting, prominent, striking. 6 abrupt, precipitous, prominent, steep.


adj antonyms diffident, restrained.


bolster vb aid, assist, defend, help, maintain, prop, stay, support. •n 1 cushion, pillow. 2 prop, support.


bolt vb abscond, flee, fly. •n 1 arrow, dart, missile, shaft. 2 thunderbolt.


bombast n bluster, brag, braggadocio, fustian, gasconade, mouthing, pomposity, rant.


bond vb bind, connect, fuse, glue, join. •adj captive, enslaved, enthralled, subjugated. •n 1 band, cord, fastening, ligament, ligature, link, nexus. 2 bondage, captivity, chains, constraint, fetters, prison, shackle. 3 attachment, attraction, connection, coupling, link, tie, union. 4 compact, obligation, pledge, promise.


bondage n captivity, confinement, enslavement, enthralment, peonage, serfdom, servitude, slavery, thraldom, vassalage.


n antonyms freedom, independence.


bonny adj 1 beautiful, handsome, fair, fine, pretty. 2 airy, blithe, buoyant, buxom, cheerful, jolly, joyous, merry. playful, sporty, sprightly, winsome.


bonus n gift, honorarium, premium, reward, subsidy.


booby n blockhead, dunce, fool, idiot, simpleton.


book vb 1 bespeak, engage, reserve. 2 programme, schedule. 3 list, log, record, register. •n booklet, brochure, compendium, handbook, manual, monograph, pamphlet, textbook, tract, treatise, volume, work.


vb antonym cancel.


bookish adj erudite, learned, literary, scholarly, studious.


boon adj 1 convivial, jolly, jovial, hearty. 2 close, intimate. •n 1 benefaction, favour, grant, gift, present. 2 advantage, benefit, blessing, good, privilege.


n antonyms blight, disadvantage.


boor n bumpkin, clodhopper, clown, lout, lubber, peasant, rustic, swain.


n antonyms aesthete, charmer.


boorish adj awkward, bearish, clownish, course, gruff, ill-bred, loutish, lubberly, rude, rustic, uncivilized, uncouth, uneducated.


adj antonyms cultured, polite, refined.


bootless adj abortive, fruitless, futile, profitless, vain, worthless, useless.


adj antonyms profitable, useful.


booty n loot, pillage, plunder, spoil.


border vb 1 bound, edge, fringe, line, march, rim, skirt, verge. 2 abut, adjoin, butt, conjoin, connect, neighbour. •n 1 brim, brink, edge, fringe, hem, margin, rim, skirt, verge. 2 boundary, confine, frontier, limit, march, outskirts.


bore1 vb annoy, fatigue, plague, tire, trouble, vex, weary, worry. •n bother, nuisance, pest, worry.


bore2 vb drill, perforate, pierce, sink, tunnel. •n calibre, hole, shaft, tunnel.


vb antonyms charm, interest.


n antonym pleasure.


borrow vb 1 take and return, use temporarily. 2 adopt, appropriate, imitate. 3 dissemble, feign, simulate.


boss1 vb 1 emboss, stud. 2 •n knob, protuberance, stud.


boss2 vb command, direct, employ, run. •n employer, foreman, master, overseer, superintendent.


botch vb blunder, bungle, cobble, mar, mend, mess, patch, spoil. •n 1 blotch, pustule, sore. 2 failure, miscarriage.


vb antonyms accomplish, succeed.


n antonyms success.


bother vb annoy, disturb, harass, molest, perplex, pester, plague, tease, trouble, vex, worry. •n annoyance, perplexity, plague, trouble, vexation.


bottom vb build, establish, found. •adj base, basic, ground, lowermost, lowest, nethermost, undermost. •n 1 base, basis, foot, foundation, groundwork. 2 dale, meadow, valley. 3 buttocks, fundament, seat. 4 dregs, grounds, lees, sediment.


bounce vb bound, jump, leap, rebound, recoil, spring. •n 1 knock, thump. 2 bound, jump, leap, spring, vault.


bound1 adj 1 assured, certain, decided, determined, resolute, resolved. 2 confined, hampered, restricted, restrained. 3 committed, contracted, engaged, pledged, promised. 4 beholden, duty-bound, obligated, obliged.


bound2 vb border, delimit, circumscribe, confine, demarcate, limit, restrict, terminate. •n boundary, confine, edge, limit, march, margin, periphery, term, verge.


bound3 vb jump, leap, spring. •n bounce, jump, leap, spring, vault.


boundary n border, bourn, circuit, circumference, confine, limit, march, periphery, term, verge.


boundless adj endless, immeasurable, infinite, limitless, unbounded, unconfined, undefined, unlimited, vast.


adj antonym limited.


bountiful adj beneficent, bounteous, generous, liberal, munificent, princely.


bounty n beneficence, benevolence, charity, donation, generosity, gift, kindness, premium, present, reward.


bourn n 1 border, boundary, confine, limit. 2 brook, burn, rill, rivulet, stream, torrent.


bow1 n (naut) beak, prow, stem.


bow2 vb 1 arc, bend, buckle, crook, curve, droop, flex, yield. 2 crush, depress, subdue. 3 curtsy, genuflect, kowtow, submit. •n 1 arc, bend, bilge, bulge, convex, curve, flexion. 2 bob, curtsy, genuflection, greeting, homage, obeisance. 3 coming out, debut, introduction. 4 curtain call, encore.


bowels npl 1 entrails, guts, insides, viscera. 2 compassion, mercy, pity, sympathy, tenderness.


box1 vb fight, hit, mill, spar. •n blow, buffet, fight, hit, spar.


box2 vb barrel, crate, pack, parcel. •n case, chest, container, crate, portmanteau, trunk.


boy n lad, stripling, youth.


brace vb 1 make tight, tighten. 2 buttress, fortify, reinforce, shore, strengthen, support, truss. •n 1 couple, pair. 2 clamp, girder, prop, shore, stay, support, tie, truss.


brag vb bluster, boast, flourish, gasconade, vaunt.


vb antonym deprecate.


branch vb diverge, fork, bifurcate, ramify, spread. •n 1 bough, offset, limb, shoot, sprig, twig. 2 arm, fork, ramification, spur. 3 article, department, member, part, portion, section, subdivision.


brand vb denounce, stigmatize, mark. •n 1 firebrand, torch. 2 bolt, lightning flash. 3 cachet, mark, stamp, tally. 4 blot, reproach, stain, stigma.


brave vb dare, defy. •adj bold, courageous, fearless, heroic, intrepid, stalwart.


vb antonyms capitulate, crumple.


adj antonyms cowardly, timid.


bravery n courage, daring, fearlessness, gallantry, valour.


brawl vb bicker, dispute, jangle, quarrel, squabble. •n broil, dispute, feud, fracas, fray, jangle, quarrel, row, scuffle, squabble, uproar, wrangle.


brawny adj athletic, lusty, muscular, powerful, robust, sinewy, stalwart, strapping, strong, sturdy.


bray vb clamour, hoot, roar, trumpet, vociferate. •n blare, crash, roar, shout.


breach n 1 break, chasm, crack, disruption, fissure, flaw, fracture, opening, rent, rift, rupture. 2 alienation, difference, disaffection, disagreement, split.


bread n aliment, diet, fare, food, nourishment, nutriment, provisions, regimen, victuals.


break vb 1 crack, disrupt, fracture, part, rend, rive, sever. 2 batter, burst, crush, shatter, smash, splinter. 3 cashier, degrade, discard, discharge, dismiss. 4 disobey, infringe, transgress, violate. 5 intermit, interrupt, stop. 6 disclose, open, unfold. •n 1 aperture, breach, chasm, fissure, gap, rent, rip, rupture. 2 break-up, crash, debacle.


breast vb face, oppose, resist, stem, withstand. •n 1 bosom, chest, thorax. 2 affections, conscience, heart. 3 mammary gland, mammary organ, pap, udder.


breath n 1 exhaling, inhaling, pant, sigh, respiration, whiff. 2 animation, existence, life. 3 pause, respite, rest. 4 breathing space, instant, moment.


breathe vb 1 live, exist. 2 emit, exhale, give out. 3 diffuse, express, indicate, manifest, show.


breed vb 1 bear, beget, engender, hatch, produce. 2 bring up, foster, nourish, nurture, raise, rear. 3 discipline, educate, instruct, nurture, rear, school, teach, train. 4 generate, originate. •n extraction, family, lineage, pedigree, progeny, race, strain.


brevity n briefness, compression, conciseness, curtness, pithiness, shortness, terseness, transiency.


n antonyms longevity, permanence, verbosity.


brew vb concoct, contrive, devise, excite, foment, instigate, plot. •n beverage, concoction, drink, liquor, mixture, potation.


bribe vb buy, corrupt, influence, pay off, suborn. •n allurement, corruption, enticement, graft, pay-off, subornation.


bridle vb check, curb, control, govern, restrain. •n check, control, curb.


brief vb 1 direct, give directions, instruct. 2 capsulate, summarize, delineate, describe, draft, outline, sketch. 3 (law) retain. •adj 1 concise, curt, inconsiderable, laconic, pithy, short, succinct, terse. 2 fleeting, momentary, short, temporary, transient. •n 1 abstract, breviary, briefing, epitome, compendium, summary, syllabus. 2 (law) precept, writ.


adj antonyms long, long-lived, verbose.


brigand n bandit, footpad, freebooter, gangster, highwayman, marauder, outlaw, robber, thug.


bright adj 1 blazing, brilliant, dazzling, gleaming, glowing, light, luminous, radiant, shining, sparkling, sunny. 2 clear, cloudless, lambent, lucid, transparent. 3 famous, glorious, illustrious. 4 acute, discerning, ingenious, intelligent, keen. 5 auspicious, cheering, encouraging, exhilarating, favourable, inspiring, promising, propitious. 6 cheerful, genial, happy, lively, merry, pleasant, smiling, vivacious.


adj antonyms depressing, dull, stupid.


brilliant adj 1 beaming, bright, effulgent, gleaming, glistening, glittering, lustrous, radiant, resplendent, shining, sparkling splendid. 2 admirable, celebrated, distinguished, famous, glorious, illustrious, renowned. 3 dazzling, decided, prominent, signal, striking, unusual.


adj antonyms dull, restrained, stupid, undistinguished.


brim n 1 border, brink, edge, rim, margin, skirt, verge. 2 bank, border, coast, shore.


bring vb 1 bear, convey, fetch. 2 accompany, attend, conduct, convey, convoy, guide, lead. 3 gain, get, obtain, procure, produce.


brisk adj active, alert, agile, lively, nimble, perky, quick, smart, spirited, spry.


adj antonym sluggish.


brittle adj brash, breakable, crisp, crumbling, fragile, frangible, frail, shivery.


adj antonyms durable, resilient, sturdy.


broach vb 1 open, pierce, set. 2 approach, break, hint, suggest. 3 proclaim, publish, utter.


broad adj 1 ample, expansive, extensive, large, spacious, sweeping, vast, wide. 2 enlarged, hospitable, liberal, tolerant. 3 diffused, open, spread. 4 coarse, gross, indecent, indelicate, unrefined, vulgar.


adj antonym narrow.


broaden vb augment, enlarge, expand, extend, increase, spread, stretch, widen.


broken adj 1 fractured, rent, ruptured, separated, severed, shattered, shivered, torn. 2 exhausted, feeble, impaired, shaken, shattered, spent, wasted. 3 defective, halting, hesitating, imperfect, stammering, stumbling. 4 contrite, humble, lowly, penitent. 5 abrupt, craggy, precipitous, rough.


broker n agent, factor, go-between, middleman.


brood vb incubate, sit. •n 1 issue, offspring, progeny. 2 breed, kind, line, lineage, sort, strain.


brook vb abide, bear, endure, suffer, tolerate. •n burn, beck, creek, rill, rivulet, run, streamlet.


brotherhood n association, clan, clique, coterie, fraternity, junta, society.


brotherly adj affectionate, amicable, cordial, friendly, kind.


adj antonyms callous, unbrotherly.


browbeat vb bully, intimidate, overawe, overbear.


vb antonym coax.


bruise vb 1 contuse, crunch, squeeze. 2 batter, break, maul, pound, pulverize. 3 batter, deface, indent. •n blemish, contusion, swelling.


brush1 n brushwood, bush, scrub, scrubwood, shrubs, thicket, wilderness.


brush2 vb 1 buff, clean, polish, swab, sweep, wipe. 2 curry, groom, rub down. 3 caress, flick, glance, graze, scrape, skim, touch. •n 1 besom, broom. 2 action, affair, collision, contest, conflict, encounter, engagement, fight, skirmish.


brutal adj 1 barbaric, barbarous, brutish, cruel, ferocious, inhuman, ruthless, savage. 2 bearish, brusque, churlish, gruff, impolite, harsh, rude, rough, truculent, uncivil.


adj antonyms humane, kindly.


brute n 1 barbarian, beast, monster, ogre, savage. 2 animal, beast, creature. •adj 1 carnal, mindless, physical. 2 bestial, coarse, gross.


n antonym gentleman


adj antonym refined.


bubble vb boil, effervesce, foam. •n bead, 1 blob, fluid, globule. 2 bagatelle, trifle. 3 cheat, delusion, hoax.


buccaneer n corsair, freebooter, pirate.


buck vb jump, leap. •n 1 beau, blade, blood, dandy, fop, gallant, spark. 2 male.


bud vb burgeon, germinate, push, shoot, sprout, vegetate. •n burgeon, gem, germ, shoot, sprout.


vb antonyms waste away, wither.


budget vb allocate, cost, estimate. •n 1 account, estimate, financial statement. 2 assets, finances, funds, means, resources. 3 bag, bundle, pack, packet, parcel, roll. 4 assortment, batch, collection, lot, set, store.


buffet1 vb 1 beat, box, cuff, slap, smite, strike. 2 resist, struggle against. •n blow, box, cuff, slap, strike.


buffet2 n 1 cupboard, sideboard. 2 refreshment counter.


buffoon n antic, clown, droll, fool, harlequin, jester, mountebank.


build vb construct, erect, establish, fabricate, fashion, model, raise, rear. •n 1 body, figure, form, frame, physique. 2 construction, shape, structure.


vb antonyms destroy, knock down, lessen, weaken.


building n 1 construction, erection, fabrication. 2 edifice, fabric, house, pile, substructure, structure,


n antonym destruction.


bulk n 1 dimension, magnitude, mass, size, volume. 2 amplitude, bulkiness, massiveness. 3 body, majority, mass.


bully vb browbeat, bulldoze, domineer, haze, hector, intimidate, overbear. •n blusterer, browbeater, bulldozer, hector, swaggerer, roisterer, tyrant.


vb antonyms coax, persuade.


bulwark n 1 barrier, fortification, parapet, rampart, wall. 2 palladium, safeguard, security.


bump vb collide, knock, strike, thump. •n 1 blow, jar, jolt, knock, shock, thump. 2 lump, protuberance, swelling.


bunch vb assemble, collect, crowd, group, herd, pack. •n 1 bulge, bump, bundle, hump, knob, lump, protuberance. 2 cluster, hand, fascicle. 3 assortment, batch, collection, group, lot, parcel, set. 4 knot, tuft.


vb antonyms scatter, spread out.


bundle vb bale, pack, package, parcel, truss, wrap. •n bale, batch, bunch, collection, heap, pack, package, packet, parcel, pile, roll, truss.


bungle vb blow, bodge, botch, bumble, flub, fluff, fumble.


bungler n botcher, duffer, fumbler, lout, lubber, mis-manager, muddler.


burden vb encumber, grieve, load, oppress, overlay, overload, saddle, surcharge, try. •n 1 capacity, cargo, freight, lading, load, tonnage, weight. 2 affliction, charge, clog, encumbrance, impediment, grievance, sorrow, trial, trouble. 3 drift, point, substance, tenor, surcharge.


vb antonyms disburden, lighten, relieve.


bureau n 1 chest of drawers, dresser. 2 counting room, office.


burial n burying, entombment, inhumation, interment, sepulture.


burlesque vb ape, imitate, lampoon, mock, ridicule, satirize. •n caricature, extravaganza, parody, send-up, take-off, travesty.


burn1 n beck, brook, gill, rill, rivulet, runnel, runlet, stream. water


burn2 vb 1 blaze, conflagrate, enflame, fire, flame, ignite, kindle, light, smoulder. 2 cremate, incinerate. 3 scald, scorch, singe. 4 boil, broil, cook, roast, seethe, simmer, stew, swelter, toast. 5 bronze, brown, sunburn, suntan, tan. 6 bake, desiccate, dry, parch, sear, shrivel, wither. 7 glow, tingle, warm. •n 1 scald, scorch, singe. 2 sunburn.


burning adj 1 aflame, fiery, hot, scorching. 2 ardent, earnest, fervent, fervid, impassioned, intense.


burnish vb brighten, buff, polish, shine. •n glaze, gloss, patina, polish, shine.


vb antonym tarnish.


burst vb break open, be rent, explode, shatter, split open. •adj broken, kaput, punctured, ruptured, shattered, split. •n 1 break, breakage, breach, fracture, rupture. 2 blast, blowout, blowup, discharge, detonation, explosion. 3 spurt. 4 blaze, flare, flash. 5 cloudburst, downpour. 6 bang, crack, crash, report, sound. 7 fusillade, salvo, spray, volley, outburst, outbreak flare-up, blaze, eruption.


bury vb 1 entomb, inter. 2 conceal, hide, secrete, shroud.


vb antonyms disinter, uncover.


business n 1 calling, employment, job, line, occupation, profession, pursuit, vocation. 2 commerce, dealing, trade, traffic. 3 affair, concern, engagement, matter, transaction, undertaking. 4 duty, function, office, task, work.


bustle vb fuss, hurry, scurry. •n ado, commotion, flurry, fuss, hurry, hustle, pother, stir, tumult.


busy vb devote, employ, engage, occupy, spend, work. •adj 1 employed, engaged, occupied. 2 active, assiduous, diligent, engrossed, industrious, sedulous, working. 3 agile, brisk, nimble, spry, stirring. 4 meddling, officious.


adj antonyms idle, quiet.


but conj except, excepting, further, moreover, still, unless, yet. •adv all the same, even, notwithstanding, still, yet.


butchery n massacre, murder, slaughter.


butt1 vb 1 bunt, push, shove, shunt, strike. 2 encroach, impose, interfere, intrude, invade, obtrude. •n buck, bunt, push, shove, shunt, thrust.


butt2 n barrel, cask.


butt3 n 1 aim, goal, mark, object, point, target. 2 dupe, gull, victim.


butt4 vb abut, adjoin, conjoin, connect, neighbour. •n 1 end, piece, remainder, stub, stump. 2 buttocks, posterior, rump.


buttonhole vb bore, catch, detain in conversation, importune.


buttress vb brace, prop, shore, stay, support. •n brace, bulwark, prop, stay, support.


vb antonyms weaken.


buxom adj comely, fresh, healthy, hearty, plump, rosy, ruddy, vigorous.


adj antonyms petite, slim, small.


byword n adage, aphorism, apothegm, dictum, maxim, proverb, saying, saw.




C


cabal vb conspire, intrigue, machinate, plot. • n 1 clique, combination, confederacy, coterie, faction, gang, junta, league, party, set. 2 conspiracy, intrigue, machination, plot.


cabbalistic, cabalistic adj dark, fanciful, mysterious, mystic, occult, secret.


cabaret n 1 floor show, nightclub, show. 2 (archaic) tavern, inn, public house, wine shop.


cabin n berth, bunk, cot, cottage, crib, dwelling, hovel, hut, shack, shanty, shed.


cabinet n 1 apartment, boudoir, chamber, closet. 2 case, davenport, desk, escritoire. 3 council, ministry.


cackle vb 1 giggle, laugh, snicker, titter. 2 babble, chatter, gabble, palaver, prate, prattle, titter. • n babble, chatter, giggle, prate, prattle, snigger, titter.


cacophonous adj discordant, grating, harsh, inharmonious, jarring, raucous.


cadaverous adj bloodless, deathlike, ghastly, pale, pallid, wan.


cage vb confine, immure, imprison, incarcerate. • n coop, pen, pound.


cajole vb 1 blandish, coax, flatter, jolly, wheedle. 2 beguile, deceive, delude, entrap, inveigle, tempt.


calamity n adversity, affliction, blow, casualty, cataclysm, catastrophe, disaster, distress, downfall, evil, hardship, mischance, misery, misfortune, mishap, reverse, ruin, stroke, trial, visitation.


n antonyms blessing, godsend.


calculate vb 1 cast, compute, count, estimate, figure, rate, reckon, weigh. 2 tell.


calculating adj 1 crafty, designing, scheming, selfish. 2 careful, cautious, circumspect, far-sighted, politic, sagacious, wary.


adj antonyms artless, naïve, open.


calefaction n 1 heating, warming. 2 hotness, incandescence, warmth.


calendar n 1 almanac, ephemeris, register. 2 catalogue, list, schedule.


calibre n 1 bore, capacity, diameter, gauge. 2 ability, capacity, endowment, faculty, gifts, parts, scope, talent.


call vb 1 christen, denominate, designate, dub, entitle, name, phrase, style, term. 2 bid, invite, summons. 3 assemble, convene, convoke, muster. 4 cry, exclaim. 5 arouse, awaken, proclaim, rouse, shout, waken. 6 appoint, elect, ordain. •n 1 cry, outcry, voice. 2 appeal, invitation, summons. 3 claim, demand, summons. 4 appointment, election, invitation.


calling n business, craft, employment, occupation, profession, pursuit, trade.


callous adj 1 hard, hardened, indurated. 2 apathetic, dull, indifferent, insensible, inured, obdurate, obtuse, sluggish, torpid, unfeeling.


adj antonyms kind, sensitive, sympathetic.


callow adj 1 naked, unfeathered, unfledged. 2 green, immature, inexperienced, sappy, silly, soft, unfledged, unsophisticated.


calm vb 1 allay, becalm, compose, hush, lull, smooth, still, tranquillize. 2 alleviate, appease, assuage, moderate, mollify, pacify, quiet, soften, soothe, tranquillize. •adj 1 halcyon, mild, peaceful, placid, quiet, reposeful, serene, smooth, still, tranquil, unruffled. 2 collected, cool, composed, controlled, impassive, imperturbable, sedate, self-possessed, undisturbed, unperturbed, unruffled, untroubled. •n 1 lull. 2 equanimity, peace, placidity, quiet, repose, serenity, stillness, tranquillity.


vb antonyms excite, irritate, worry.


adj antonyms excitable, rough, stormy, wild, worried.


n antonyms restlessness, storminess.


calorific adj heat, heat-producing.


calumniate vb abuse, asperse, backbite, blacken, blemish, defame, discredit, disparage, lampoon, libel, malign, revile, slander, traduce, vilify.


calumny n abuses, aspersion, backbiting, defamation, detraction, evil-speaking, insult, libel, lying, obloquy, slander, vilification, vituperation.


camber vb arch, bend, curve. •n arch, arching, convexity.


camp1 vb bivouac, encamp, lodge, pitch, tent. •n 1 bivouac, cantonment, encampment, laager. 2 cabal, circle, clique, coterie, faction, group, junta, party, ring, set.


camp2 adj affected, artificial, effeminate, exaggerated, mannered, theatrical.


canal n channel, duct, pipe, tube.


cancel vb 1 blot, efface, erase, expunge, obliterate. 2 abrogate, annul, countermand, nullify, quash, repeal, rescind, revoke.


candelabrum n candlestick, chandelier, lustre.


candid adj 1 fair, impartial, just, unbiased, unprejudiced. 2 artless, frank, free, guileless, honest, honourable, ingenuous, naive, open, plain, sincere, straightforward.


adj antonyms cagey, devious, evasive.


candidate n applicant, aspirant, claimant, competitor, probationer.


candour n 1 fairness, impartiality, justice. 2 artlessness, frankness, guilelessness, honesty, ingenuousness, openness, simplicity, sincerity, straightforwardness, truthfulness.


canker vb 1 corrode, erode, rot, rust, waste. 2 blight, consume, corrupt, embitter, envenom, infect, poison, sour. •n 1 gangrene, rot. 2 bale, bane, blight, corruption, infection, irritation.


canon n catalogue, criterion, formula, formulary, law, regulation, rule, standard, statute.


canorous adj musical, tuneful.


cant1 vb whine. •adj 1 current, partisan, popular, rote, routine, set. 2 argotic, slangy. •n 1 hypocrisy. 2 argot, jargon, lingo, slang.


cant2 vb bevel, incline, list, slant, tilt, turn. •n bevel, inclination, leaning, list, pitch, slant, tilt, turn.


cantankerous adj contumacious, crabbed, cross-grained, dogged, headstrong, heady, intractable, obdurate, obstinate, perverse, refractory, stiff, stubborn, wilful, unyielding.


adj antonyms good-natured, pleasant.


canting adj affected, pious, sanctimonious, whining.


canvas n burlap, scrim, tarpaulin.


canvass vb 1 discuss, dispute. 2 analyse, consider, examine, investigate, review, scrutinize, sift, study. 3 campaign, electioneer, solicit votes. •n 1 debate, discussion, dispute. 2 examination, scrutiny, sifting.


canyon n gorge, gulch, ravine.


cap vb 1 cover, surmount. 2 complete, crown, finish. 3 exceed, overtop, surpass, transcend. 4 match, parallel, pattern. •n 1 beret, head-cover, head-dress. 2 acme, chief, crown, head, peak, perfection, pitch, summit, top.


capability n ability, brains, calibre, capableness, capacity, competency, efficiency, faculty, force, power, scope, skill.


capable adj 1 adapted, fitted, qualified, suited. 2 able, accomplished, clever, competent, efficient, gifted, ingenious, intelligent, sagacious, skilful.


adj antonyms incapable, incompetent, useless.


capacious adj ample, broad, comprehensive, expanded, extensive, large, roomy, spacious, wide.


capacitate vb enable, qualify.


capacity n 1 amplitude, dimensions, magnitude, volume. 2 aptitude, aptness, brains, calibre, discernment, faculty, forte, genius, gift, parts, power, talent, turn, wit. 3 ability, capability, calibre, cleverness, competency, efficiency, skill. 4 character, charge, function, office, position, post, province, service, sphere.


caper vb bound, caracole, frisk, gambol, hop, leap, prank, romp, skip, spring. •n bound, dance, gambol, frisk, hop, jump, leap, prance, romp, skip.


capillary adj delicate, fine, minute, slender.


capital adj 1 cardinal, chief, essential, important, leading, main, major, pre-eminent, principal, prominent. 2 fatal. 3 excellent, first-class, first-rate, good, prime, splendid. •n 1 chief city, metropolis, seat. 2 money, estate, investments, shares, stock.


adj antonyms minor, sad, unfortunate.


caprice n crotchet, fancy, fickleness, freak, humour, inconstancy, maggot, phantasy, quirk, vagary, whim, whimsy.


capricious adj changeable, crotchety, fanciful, fantastical, fickle, fitful, freakish, odd, puckish, queer, uncertain, variable, wayward, whimsical.


adj antonyms sensible, steady.


capsize vb overturn, upset.


capsule n 1 case, covering, envelope, sheath, shell, wrapper. 2 pericarp, pod, seed-vessel.


captain vb command, direct, head, lead, manage, officer, preside. •n chief, chieftain, commander, leader, master, officer, soldier, warrior.


captious adj 1 censorious, critical, fault-finding, hypercritical. 2 acrimonious, cantankerous, contentious, crabbed, cross, snappish, snarling, splenetic, testy, touchy, waspish. 3 ensnaring, insidious.


captivate vb allure, attract, bewitch, catch, capture, charm, enamour, enchant, enthral, fascinate, gain, hypnotize, infatuate, win.


vb antonyms appal, repel.


captivity n 1 confinement, durance, duress, imprisonment. 2 bondage, enthralment, servitude, slavery, subjection, thraldom, vassalage.


n antonym freedom.


capture vb apprehend, arrest, catch, seize. •n 1 apprehension, arrest, catch, catching, imprisonment, seizure. 2 bag, prize.


carcass n body, cadaver, corpse, corse, remains.


cardinal adj capital, central, chief, essential, first, important, leading, main, pre-eminent, primary, principal, vital.


care n 1 anxiety, concern, perplexity, trouble, solicitude, worry. 2 attention, carefulness, caution, circumspection, heed, regard, vigilance, wariness, watchfulness. 3 charge, custody, guardianship, keep, oversight, superintendence, ward. 4 burden, charge, concern, responsibility.


n antonyms carelessness, inattention, thoughtlessness.


careful adj 1 anxious, solicitous, concerned, troubled, uneasy. 2 attentive, heedful, mindful, regardful, thoughtful. 3 cautious, canny, circumspect, discreet, leery, vigilant, watchful.


adj antonyms careless, inattentive, thoughtless.


careless adj 1 carefree, nonchalant, unapprehensive, undisturbed, unperplexed, unsolicitous, untroubled. 2 disregardful, heedless, inattentive, incautious, inconsiderate, neglectful, negligent, regardless, remiss, thoughtless, unobservant, unconcerned, unconsidered, unmindful, unthinking.


adj antonyms accurate, careful, meticulous, thoughtful.


carelessness n heedlessness, inadvertence, inattention, inconsiderateness, neglect, negligence, remissness, slackness, thoughtlessness, unconcern.


caress vb coddle, cuddle, cosset, embrace, fondle, hug, kiss, pet. •n cuddle, embrace, fondling, hug, kiss.


caressing n blandishment, dalliance, endearment, fondling.


cargo n freight, lading. load.


caricature vb burlesque, parody, send-up, take-off, travesty. •n burlesque, farce, ludicrous, parody, representation, take-off, travesty.


carious adj decayed, mortified, putrid, rotten, ulcerated.


cark vb annoy, fret, grieve, harass, perplex, worry.


carnage n bloodshed, butchery, havoc, massacre, murder, slaughter.


carnal adj 1 animal, concupiscent, fleshly, lascivious, lecherous, lewd, libidinous, lubricous, lustful, salacious, sensual, voluptuous. 2 bodily, earthy, mundane. natural, secular, temporal, unregenerate, unspiritual.


adj antonyms chaste, pure, spiritual.


carol vb chant, hum, sing, warble. •n canticle, chorus, ditty, hymn, lay, song, warble.


carousal n 1 banquet, entertainment, feast, festival, merry-making, regale. 2 bacchanal, carouse, debauch, jamboree, jollification, orgy, revel, revelling, revelry, saturnalia, spree, wassail.


carp vb cavil, censure, criticize, fault.


vb antonym praise.


carping adj captious, cavilling, censorious, hypercritical. •n cavil, censure, fault-finding, hypercriticism.


n antonyms compliments, praise.


carriage n 1 conveyance, vehicle. 2 air, bearing, behaviour, conduct, demeanour, deportment, front, mien, port.


carry vb 1 bear, convey, transfer, transmit, transport. 2 impel, push forward, urge. 3 accomplish, compass, effect, gain, secure. 4 bear up, support, sustain. 5 infer, involve, imply, import, signify.


cart n conveyance, tumbril, van, vehicle, wagon.


carte-blanche n authority, power.


carve vb 1 chisel, cut, divide, engrave, grave, hack, hew, indent, incise, sculpt, sculpture. 2 fashion, form, mould, shape.


cascade vb cataract, descend, drop, engulf, fall, inundate, overflow, plunge, tumble. •n cataract, fall, falls, force, linn, waterfall.


case1 vb 1 cover, encase, enclose, envelop, protect, wrap. 2 box, pack. •n 1 capsule, covering, sheathe. 2 box, cabinet, container, holder, receptacle.


case2 n 1 condition, plight, predicament, situation, state. 2 example, instance, occurrence. 3 circumstance, condition, contingency, event. 4 action, argument, cause, lawsuit, process, suit, trial.


case-hardened adj 1 hardened, indurated, steeled. 2 brazen, brazen-faced, obdurate, reprobate.


cash n banknotes, bullion, coin, currency, money, payment, specie.


cashier vb break, discard, discharge, dismiss.


cast vb 1 fling, hurl, pitch, send, shy, sling, throw, toss. 2 drive, force, impel, thrust. 3 lay aside, put off, shed. 4 calculate, compute, reckon. 5 communicate, diffuse, impart, shed, throw. •n 1 fling, throw, toss. 2 shade, tinge, tint, touch. 3 air, character, look, manner, mien, style, tone, turn. 4 form, mould.


castaway adj abandoned, cast-off, discarded, rejected. •n derelict, outcast, reprobate, vagabond.


caste n class, grade, lineage, order, race, rank, species, status.


castigate vb 1 beat, chastise, flog, lambaste, lash, thrash, whip. 2 chaste, correct, discipline, punish. 3 criticize, flagellate, upbraid.


castle n citadel, fortress, stronghold.


castrate vb 1 caponize, emasculate, geld. 2 mortify, subdue, suppress, weaken.


casual adj 1 accidental, contingent, fortuitous, incidental, irregular, occasional, random, uncertain, unforeseen, unintentional, unpremeditated. 2 informal, relaxed.


adj antonyms deliberate, painstaking, planned.


casualty n 1 chance, contingency, fortuity, mishap. 2 accident, catastrophe, disaster, mischance, misfortune.


cat n felid, feline, grimalkin, kitten, puss, pussycat, tabby, tomcat.


cataclysm n 1 deluge, flood, inundation. 2 disaster, upheaval.


catacomb n crypt, tomb, vault.


catalogue vb alphabetize, categorize, chronicle, class, classify, codify, file, index, list, record, tabulate. •n enumeration, index, inventory, invoice, list, record, register, roll, schedule.


cataract n cascade, fall, waterfall.


catastrophe n 1 conclusion, consummation, denouement, end, finale, issue, termination, upshot. 2 adversity, blow, calamity, cataclysm, debacle, disaster, ill, misfortune, mischance, mishap, trial, trouble.


catch vb 1 clutch, grasp, gripe, nab, seize, snatch. 2 apprehend, arrest, capture. 3 overtake. 4 enmesh, ensnare, entangle, entrap, lime, net. 5 bewitch, captivate, charm, enchant, fascinate, win. 6 surprise, take unawares. •n 1 arrest, capture, seizure. 2 bag, find, haul, plum, prize. 3 drawback, fault, hitch, obstacle, rub, snag. 4 captive, conquest.


vb antonyms drop, free, miss.


catching adj 1 communicable, contagious, infectious, pestiferous, pestilential. 2 attractive, captivating, charming, enchanting, fascinating, taking, winning, winsome.


adj antonyms boring, ugly, unattractive.


catechize adj examine, interrogate, question, quiz.


catechumen n convert, disciple, learner, neophyte, novice, proselyte, pupil, tyro.


categorical adj absolute, direct, downright, emphatic, explicit, express, positive, unconditional, unqualified, unreserved, utter.


category n class, division, head, heading, list, order, rank, sort.


catenation n conjunction, connection, union.


cater vb feed, provide, purvey.


cathartic adj abstergent, aperient, cleansing, evacuant, laxative, purgative. •n aperient, laxative, physic, purgative, purge.


catholic adj 1 general, universal, world-wide. 2 charitable, liberal, tolerant, unbigoted, unexclusive.


cause vb 1 breed, create, originate, produce. 2 effect, effectuate, occasion, produce. •n 1 agent, creator, mainspring, origin, original, producer, source, spring. 2 account, agency, consideration, ground, incentive, incitement, inducement, motive, reason. 3 aim, end, object, purpose. 4 action, case, suit, trial.


n antonyms effect, result.


caustic adj 1 acrid, cathartic, consuming, corroding, corrosive, eating, erosive, mordant, virulent. 2 biting, bitter, burning, cutting, sarcastic, satirical, scalding, scathing, severe, sharp, stinging.


adj antonyms mild, soothing.


caution vb admonish, forewarn, warn. •n 1 care, carefulness, circumspection, discretion, forethought, heed, heedfulness, providence, prudence, wariness, vigilance, watchfulness. 2 admonition, advice, counsel, injunction, warning.


cautious adj careful, chary, circumspect, discreet, heedful, prudent, wary, vigilant, wary, watchful.


adj antonyms heedless, imprudent, incautious.


cavalier adj 1 arrogant, curt, disdainful, haughty, insolent, scornful, supercilious. 2 debonair, gallant, gay. •n chevalier, equestrian, horseman, horse-soldier, knight.


cave n cavern, cavity, den, grot, grotto.


cavil vb carp, censure, hypercriticize, object.


cavilling adj captious, carping, censorious, critical, hypercritical.


cavity n hollow, pocket, vacuole, void.


cease vb 1 desist, intermit, pause, refrain, stay, stop. 2 fail. 3 discontinue, end, quit, terminate.


vb antonyms begin, start.


ceaseless adj 1 continual, continuous, incessant, unceasing, uninterrupted, unremitting. 2 endless, eternal, everlasting, perpetual.


cede vb 1 abandon, abdicate, relinquish, resign, surrender, transfer, yield. 2 convey, grant.


celebrate vb 1 applaud, bless, commend, emblazon, extol, glorify, laud, magnify, praise, trumpet. 2 commemorate, honour, keep, observe. 3 solemnize.


celebrated adj distinguished, eminent, famed, famous, glorious, illustrious, notable, renowned.


adj antonyms obscure, unknown.


celebrity n 1 credit, distinction, eminence, fame, glory, honour, renown, reputation, repute. 2 lion, notable, star.


n antonyms nobody, obscurity.


celestial adj 1 empyreal, empyrean. 2 angelic, divine, god-like, heavenly, seraphic, supernal, supernatural.


adj antonyms earthly, mundane.


celibate adj single, unmarried. •n bachelor, single, virgin.


cellular adj alveolate, honeycombed.


cement vb 1 attach, bind, join, combine, connect, solder, unite, weld. 2 cohere, stick. •n glue, paste, mortar, solder.


cemetery n burial-ground, burying-ground, churchyard, god’s acre, graveyard, necropolis.


censor vb 1 blue-pencil, bowdlerize, cut, edit, expurgate. 2 classify, kill, quash, squash, suppress. •n caviller, censurer, faultfinder.


censorious adj captious, carping, caviling, condemnatory, faultfinding, hypercritical, severe.


censure vb abuse, blame, chide, condemn, rebuke, reprehend, reprimand, reproach, reprobate, reprove, scold, upbraid. •n animadversion, blame, condemnation, criticism, disapprobation, disapproval, rebuke, remonstrance, reprehension, reproach, reproof, stricture.


n antonyms approval, compliments, praise.


vb antonyms approve, compliment, praise.


ceremonious adj 1 civil, courtly, lofty, stately. 2 formal, studied. 3 exact, formal, punctilious, precise, starched, stiff.


adj antonyms informal, relaxed, unceremonious.


ceremony n 1 ceremonial, etiquette, form, formality, observance, solemnity, rite. 2 parade, pomp, show, stateliness.


certain adj 1 absolute, incontestable, incontrovertible, indisputable, indubitable, positive, undeniable, undisputed, unquestionable, unquestioned. 2 assured, confident, sure, undoubting. 3 infallible, never-failing, unfailing. 4 actual, existing, real. 5 constant, determinate, fixed, settled, stated.


adj antonyms doubtful, hesitant, uncertain, unsure.


certainty n 1 indubitability, indubitableness, inevitableness, inevitability, surety, unquestionability, unquestionableness. 2 assurance, assuredness, certitude, confidence, conviction, surety.


n antonyms doubt, hesitation, uncertainty.


certify vb 1 attest, notify, testify, vouch. 2 ascertain, determine, verify, show.


cerulean adj azure, blue, sky-blue.


cessation n ceasing, discontinuance, intermission, pause, remission, respite, rest, stop, stoppage, suspension.


n antonym commencement.


cession n abandonment, capitulation, ceding, concession, conveyance, grant, relinquishment, renunciation, surrender, yielding.


chafe vb 1 rub. 2 anger, annoy, chagrin, enrage, exasperate, fret, gall, incense, irritate, nettle, offend, provoke, ruffle, tease, vex. 3 fret, fume, rage.


chaff vb banter, deride, jeer, mock, rally, ridicule, scoff. •n 1 glumes, hulls, husks. 2 refuse, rubbish, trash, waste.


chaffer n bargain, haggle, higgle, negotiate.


chagrin vb annoy, chafe, displease, irritate, mortify, provoke, vex. •n annoyance, displeasure, disquiet, dissatisfaction, fretfulness, humiliation, ill-humour, irritation, mortification, spleen, vexation.


n antonyms delight, pleasure.


chain vb 1 bind, confine, fetter, manacle, restrain, shackle, trammel. 2 enslave. •n bond, fetter, manacle, shackle, union.


vb antonyms free, release.


chalice n bowl, cup, goblet.


challenge vb 1 brave, call out, dare, defy, dispute. 2 demand, require. •n 1 defiance, interrogation, question. 2 exception, objection.


chamber n 1 apartment, hall, room. 2 cavity, hollow.


champion vb advocate, defend, uphold. •n 1 defender, promoter, protector, vindicator. 2 belt-holder, hero, victor, warrior, winner.


chance vb befall, betide, happen, occur. •adj accidental, adventitious, casual, fortuitous, incidental, unexpected, unforeseen. •n 1 accident, cast, fortuity, fortune, hap, luck. 2 contingency, possibility. 3 occasion, opening, opportunity. 4 contingency, fortuity, gamble, peradventure, uncertainty. 5 hazard, jeopardy, peril, risk.


n antonyms certainty, law, necessity.


adj antonyms certain, deliberate, intentional.


change vb 1 alter, fluctuate, modify, vary. 2 displace, remove, replace, shift, substitute. 3 barter, commute, exchange. •n 1 alteration, mutation, revolution, transition, transmutation, turning, variance, variation. 2 innovation, novelty, variety, vicissitude.


changeable adj 1 alterable, inconstant, modifiable, mutable, uncertain, unsettled, unstable, unsteady, variable, variant. 2 capricious, fickle, fitful, flighty, giddy, mercurial, vacillating, volatile, wavering.


adj antonyms constant, reliable, unchangeable.
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