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In "Obiter Dicta," Augustine Birrell presents a collection of essays that reflect on the nature of life, literature, and society, characterized by his signature wit and keen observation. The title, derived from the legal term for remarks made in passing, aptly encapsulates the book's blend of profound insights and light-hearted commentary. Birrell's literary style is marked by an elegant prose that invites readers into his musings, often enriched by personal anecdotes and philosophical ruminations, thereby situating his work within the broader tradition of essayists like Montaigne and Hazlitt. Augustine Birrell, a British writer and politician of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, imbues "Obiter Dicta" with his rich experiences and intellectual depth. Having served as the Attorney General and held a position as the First Commissioner of Works, Birrell's unique perspective on legal, political, and cultural issues informs his observations. His broad erudition, coupled with a lifelong passion for literature, inspired him to articulate the subtleties of everyday life in this engaging collection. This book is highly recommended for those who appreciate reflective essays that brilliantly intertwine humor, wisdom, and a deep understanding of human experience. Readers will find themselves drawn into Birrell's world, where seemingly trivial moments reveal deeper truths, making "Obiter Dicta" a timeless read that resonates with contemporary audiences.
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In "Historical and Political Essays," William Edward Hartpole Lecky presents a compelling collection of essays that delve into the intricate interplay of history and politics, exploring how cultural dynamics and philosophical underpinnings shape societal governance. Lecky's eloquent prose and analytical rigor reflect the intellectual currents of the late 19th century, marked by a growing emphasis on rational discourse in the examination of historical events. His essays traverse various topics, from the impact of religion on political structures to the role of democracy in contemporary society, offering a rich tapestry that examines the evolution of political thought through a historical lens. Lecky, a prominent historian and philosopher, was deeply influenced by the tumultuous socio-political landscape of his era, particularly the effects of the Enlightenment on European thought. His extensive education and experiences, including his notable work in understanding the complexities of Irish nationalism, informed his analytical perspectives. As a contemporary critic of dogma, Lecky sought to illuminate the consequences of historical events on modern governance, advocating for a rational approach to political discourse that resonates through his essays. "Historical and Political Essays" is highly recommended for readers interested in the foundations of modern political theory and history. Lecky's thought-provoking analyses challenge us to reflect on our political values while providing a historical context that continues to shape contemporary debates. This book is not only an intellectual feast for scholars but also a vital resource for anyone eager to understand the historical currents that influence today's political arena.
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In "The Impeachment of the House of Brunswick," Charles Bradlaugh presents a provocative exploration of political accountability and the limits of monarchical power, focusing on the British royal family during the early 19th century. Utilizing a sharp, incendiary style often characteristic of Bradlaugh's work, this book combines historical narrative with a critical analysis of political ethics. It places the Brunswick family under a metaphorical microscope, questioning their legitimacy and actions in the context of a rapidly changing political landscape, characterized by the rise of democratic sentiments and the growing dissatisfaction with autocratic rule. Charles Bradlaugh was a prominent political activist, a staunch advocate for atheism, and a radical thinker known for his confrontational style. His experiences in the 19th-century socio-political turbulence—particularly the fight for greater civil liberties and the separation of church and state—shaped his views on monarchy and governance. Bradlaugh's own tumultuous encounters with the legal and political systems lend a distinct urgency to his arguments, as he reveals systemic injustices that threaten democratic values. This book is essential reading for those interested in the intersection of political philosophy and history. It serves not only as a critique of a specific royal lineage but also as a timeless reminder of the necessity for accountability in governance. Readers who cherish historical analysis intertwined with vibrant rhetoric will find Bradlaugh's work both enlightening and challenging.
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François Hotman's "Franco-Gallia" offers a blend of legal theory, historical analysis, and political philosophy, asserting the unique characteristics of French governance and its foundations in the Frankish tradition. Published in the 1570s during a period of intense political turmoil, the text employs a scholarly style interlaced with rhetorical flourishes, building a case for the historical liberties of the French people against monarchical absolutism. Hotman's arguments are underpinned by meticulous research and a profound understanding of Roman law, demonstrating the interplay between customary law and governance in France, echoing the Renaissance's quest for knowledge and reform. Hotman, a pivotal figure of the French Renaissance, was acutely aware of the sociopolitical landscape of his time, influenced by the ongoing Wars of Religion and a burgeoning sense of national identity. His background as a lawyer and his exposure to the humanist ideas circulating in Europe deeply informed his views on liberty, government, and the rights of subjects. "Franco-Gallia" emerged from his commitment to articulate a vision of France that harmonizes local customs with broader European legal frameworks. This seminal work is essential reading for those interested in the development of constitutional thought and the evolution of French political identity. Hotman's insightful critiques and innovative ideas continue to resonate, making it not just a historical document but a timely reflection on governance and civil rights, inviting contemporary readers to engage with its themes.
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In "Thomas Davis, Selections from his Prose and Poetry," the esteemed Irish writer presents a rich tapestry of nationalistic fervor and romantic idealism through an array of his most compelling works. The collection encapsulates Davis's lyrical prowess, characterized by vivid imagery and a fervent examination of Irish identity during the 19th century. Engaging with themes of patriotism and cultural revival, his prose and poetry reflect a transformative period in Ireland, contributing to the nationalist discourse and resonating with the era's Romantic currents. The selections are meticulously curated to highlight Davis's range and depth, showcasing his ability to blend personal emotion with a collective national consciousness, a hallmark of his style that invites both reflection and passionate response from readers. Thomas Osborne Davis (1814-1845) was a pivotal figure in the Young Ireland movement, advocating for Irish culture and independence through his literary works. Born in a tumultuous period marked by political strife, Davis's experiences as a nationalist profoundly shaped his creative output. His dedication to fostering a distinct Irish literary voice motivated him to pursue a vision that intertwined art and activism, enabling him to connect intimately with the Irish populace and their struggles. This collection is essential reading for scholars, students, and anyone interested in Irish literature and history. Davis's writings not only illuminate his era but continue to inspire discussions on identity and nationalism. Its profound insights and passionate articulation make it a significant contribution to the understanding of Ireland's literary heritage.
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Rom. 8.

More then Conquerour, &c.

Bona agere, & mala pati, Regium est.
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The Explanation of the Embleme.


Table of Contents





P



Onderibus genuus omne mali, probriq; gravatus,

Vixq; ferenda ferens, Palma ut depressa, resurgo.

Ac, velut undarum Fuctûs Ventìque, furorem

Irati Populi Rupes immotta repello.

Clarioré tenebris, cœlestis stella, corusco.

Victor æternum fœlici pace triumpho.

Auro fulgentem rutilo gemmisque micantem,

At curis Gravidam spernendo calco Coronam.

Spinosam, at ferri facilem, quo spes mea, Christi

Auxilio, Nobis non est tractare molestum.

Æternam, fixis fidei, semperque beatam

In Cœlos occulis specto, Mobìsque-paratam.

Quod vanum est, sperno; quod Christi Gratia præbet

Amplecti studium est: Virtutis Gloria merces.




T



Hough clogg'd with weights of miseries,

Palm-like depress'd, I higher rise.

And as th' unmoved Rock out-braves

The boyst'rous winds, and raging waves;

So triumph I. And shine more bright

In sad Affliction's darksom night.

That splendid, but yet toilsome Crown,

Regardlesly I trample down.

With joy I take this Crown of Thorn,

Though sharp, yet easie to be born.

That heav'nly Crown, already mine,

I view with eyes of faith divine.

I slight vain things; and do embrace

Glory, the just reward of Grace.





Τὸ Χῖ οὐδὲν ἠδίκησε τὴν πόλιν, οὐδὲ τὸ Κάππα.
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1. Upon His Majesties calling this last Parliament.
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T His last Parliament I called, not more by others advice, and necessity of My affairs, then by my own choice and inclination; who have always thought the right way of Parliaments most safe for My Crown, and best pleasing to my People: And although I was not forgetfull of those sparks, which some mens distempers formerly studied to kindle in Parliaments, (which by forbearing to convene for some years, I hoped to have extinguished) yet resolving with My self to give all just satisfaction to modest and sober desires, and to redress all publick grievances in Church and State; I hoped (by My freedom and their moderation) to prevent all mis-understandings and miscarriages in this: In which as I feared, affairs would meet with some passion and prejudice in other men, so I resolved they should finde least of them in my self; not  doubting, but by the weight of Reason I should counterpoiz the over-ballancing of any Factions.

I was, indeed, sorry to hear with what partiality and popular heat, Elections were carried in many places; yet hoping that the gravity and discretion of other Gentlemen would allay and fix the Commons to a due temperament (guiding some mens well-meaning zeal by such rules of moderation as are best both to preserve and restore the health of all States and Kingdoms:) No man was better pleased with the convening of this Parliament then My self; who knowing best the largenesse of my own Heart toward my Peoples good and just contentment, pleased my self most in that good and firm understanding, which would hence grow between me and my people.

All jealousies being laid aside, my own and my Childrens Interests gave me many obligations to seek and preserve the love and welfare of my Subjects; The only temporal blessing that is left to the ambition of just Monarchs, as their greatest honour and safety, next Gods protection. I cared not to lessen my self in some things of my wonted Prerogative; since I knew I could be no loser, if I might gain but a recompence in my Subjects affections.

I intended not only to oblige my friends, but  mine enemies also: exceeding even the desires of those that were factiously discontented, if they did but pretend to any modest and sober sense.

The odium and offences which some mens rigor or remissnesse in Church and State had contracted upon my Government, I resolved to have expiated by such Laws and regulations for the future, as might not only rectifie what was amiss in practice, but supply what was defective in the constitution: No man having a greater zeal to see Religion setled, and preserved in Truth, Unitie, and Order then my self; whom it most concerns both in pietie and policie; as knowing, that, No flames of civil dissentions are more dangerous then those which make Religious pretensions the grounds of Factions.

I resolved to reform, what I should by free and full advice in Parliament be convinced to be amiss; and to grant whatever my Reason and Conscience told me was fit to be desired; I wish I had kept my self within those bounds, and not suffered my own Judgement to have been over-born in some things, more by others Importunities, then their Arguments; my confidence had less betrayed my self, and my Kingdoms, to those advantages, which some men sought for, who wanted nothing but power and occasion to do mischief.

But our sins being ripe, there was no preventing of Gods Justice, from reaping that glory in our Calamities, which we robbed him of in our prosperitie.

For thou (O Lord) hast made us see, That Resolutions of future Reforming, doe not alwayes satisfie thy justice, nor prevent thy Vengeance for former miscarriages.

Our sins have over-laid our hopes: Thou hast taught us to depend on thy mercies to forgive, not on our purpose to amend.

When thou hast vindicated thy glory by thy judgments, and hast shewed us how unsafe it is to offend thee, upon presumptions afterwards to please thee, Then I trust thy mercy will restore those blessings to us, which we have so much abused, as to force thee to deprive us of them.

For want of timely repentance of our sins, Thou givest us cause to Repent of those Remedies we too late apply.

Yet I doe not repent of my calling the last Parliament, because O Lord, I did it with an upright intention to thy glory, and My Peoples good.

The miseries which have ensued upon me and my Kingdoms, are the just effects of thy displeasure upon us; and may be yet, through thy mercy, preparatives of us to future blessings and better hearts to enjoy them.

O Lord, though thou hast deprived us of many former comforts; yet grant me and my People the benefit of our afflictions, and thy chastisements; that thy Rod as well as thy Staff may comfort us: Then shall we dare to account them the strokes not of an enemy, but a Father: when thou givest us those humble affections, that measure of patience in repentance which becomes thy Children; I shall have no cause to repent the miseries this Parliament hath occasioned, when by them thou hast brought me and my people unfeignedly to repent of the sins we have committed.

Thy grace is infinitely better with our sufferings, then our Peace could be with our sins.

O thou soveraign goodness and wisdom, who over-rulest all our Counsels; over-rule also all our hearts; That the worse things we suffer by thy Justice, the better we may be by thy mercie.

As our sins have turned our Antidotes into Poison, so let thy Grace turn our Poison into Antidotes.

As the sins of our Peace disposed us to this unhappy Warre, so let this War prepare us for thy blessed Peace.

That although I have but troublesom Kingdoms here, yet I may attain to that Kingdom of Peace in my Heart, and in thy Heaven, which Christ hath purchased, & thou wilt give to thy servant (though a sinner) for my Saviours sake. Amen.





2. Upon the Earl of Straffords death.
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I Looked upon my Lord of Strafford, as a Gentleman, whose great abilities might make a Prince rather afraid, then ashamed to employ him in the greatest affairs of State.

For those were prone to create in him great confidence of undertakings, and this was like enough to betray him to great errors, and many enemies; whereof he could not but contract good store, while moving in so high a sphear, and with so vigorous a lustre, he must needs (as the Sun) raise many envious exhalations, which condensed by a popular odium, were capable to cast a cloud before the brightest merit and integrity.

Though I cannot in my judgement approve all he did, driven (it may be) by the necessities of times, and the Temper of that people, more then led by his own disposition to any height and rigour of actions: yet I could never be convinced of any such criminousness in him as willingly to expose his life to the stroke of Justice, and malice of his enemies. I never met with a more unhappy conjuncture of affairs, then in the businesse of that unfortunate  Earl: when between my own unsatisfiedness in Conscience, and a necessity (as some told me) of satisfying the importunities of some people, I was perswaded by those that I think wished Me well, to chuse rather what was safe, then what seemed just; preferring the outward peace of My Kingdoms with men, before that inward exactness of Conscience before God.

And indeed I am so far from excusing or denying that compliance on My part (for plenary consent it was not) to his destruction, whom in My judgment I thought not, by any clear law, guilty of death: That I never bare any touch of Conscience with greater regret: which as a sign of my repentance, I have often with sorrow confessed both to God and men, as an act of so sinfull frailty, that it discovered more a fear of man, then of God, whose name and place on earth no man is worthy to bear, who will avoid inconveniencies of State, by acts of so high injustice, as no publick convenience can expiate or compensate.

I see it a bad exchange to wound a mans own Conscience, thereby to salve State-sores; to calm the storms of popular discontents, by stirring up a tempest in a mans own bosome.

Nor hath Gods Justice failed in the event and sad consequences, to shew the world the fallacy of that Maxime, Better one man perish,  (though unjustly) then the people be displeased or destroyed.

For, In all likelihood I could never have suffered, with My people, greater calamities, (yet with greater comfort) had I vindicated Straffords innocency, at least by denying to Sign that destructive Bill, according to that Justice, which My conscience suggested to Me, then I have done since I gratified some mens unthankful importunities with so cruel a favour. And I have observed, that those, who counselled Me to sign that Bill, have been so far from receiving the rewards of such ingratiatings with the People, that no men have been harassed & crushed more then they: He onely hath been least vexed by them, who counselled Me, not to consent against the vote of My own Conscience: I hope God hath forgiven Me and them, the sinful rashness of that business.

To which being in My soul so fully conscious, those Judgements God hath pleased to send upon Me, are so much the more welcom, as a means (I hope) which his mercy hath sanctified so to Me, as to make Me repent of that unjust Act, (for so it was to Me) and for the future to teach Me, That the best rule of policie is, to prefer the doing of Justice, before all enjoyments, and the peace of my Conscience before the preservation of My Kingdoms.

Nor hath any thing more fortified My resolutions against all those violent importunities, which since have sought to gain a like consent from Me, to Acts, wherein my Conscience is unsatisfied, then the sharp touches I have had for what passed Me, in My Lord of Straffords business.

Not that I resolved to have imployed him in My affairs, against the advise of my Parliament, but I would not have had any hand in his Death, of whose Guiltlesness I was better assured, then any man living could be.

Nor were the crimes objected against him so clear, as after a long and fair hearing to give convincing satisfaction to the Major part of both Houses; especially that of the Lords, of whom scarce a third part were present, when the bill passed that House: And for the House of Commons, many Gentlemen, disposed enough to diminish My Lord of Straffords greatness and power, yet unsatisfied of his guilt in Law, durst not condemn him to die: who for their integrity in their Votes, were by Posting their Names, exposed to the popular calumny, hatred and fury; which grew then so exorbitant in their clamours for Justice, (that is, to have both my self and the two Houses' Vote, and doe as they would have us) that many ('tis thought) were rather terrified to concur with the condemning party, then satisfied  that of right they ought so to doe.

And that after-Act vacating the Authority of the precedent, for future imitation sufficiently tels the world, that some remorse touched even his most implacable enimies, as knowing he had very hard measure, and such as they would be very loath should be repeated to themselves.

This tendernesse and regret I find in my soul, for having any hand (and that very unwillingly God knows) in shedding one mans bloud unjustly, (though under the colour and formalities of Justice, and pretences of avoiding publick mischiefs) which may (I hope) be some evidence before God and man, to all posterity, that I am far from bearing justly the vast load and guilt of all that blood which hath been shed in this unhappy War; which some men will needs charge on me, to ease their own souls, who am, and ever shall be, more affraid to take away any mans life unjustly then to lose my own.
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