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Prominent musician of the ‘Canterbury Scene’, Hugh Hopper, died on 7 June 2009. Forever modest and generous, Hugh was one of the most decent blokes I’ve ever known and it is to his memory that this book is dedicated.
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January 1st



1171: On this Friday, Henry II, still in his court at Normandy, first heard about the murder of Archbishop Thomas Becket (see December 29th). His initial reaction was one of shocked silence, and he withdrew himself from court. And then, grief quickly set in, with the King barely able to eat or drink. (Urry: Becket: His Last Days)
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1812: On this Wednesday, the Methodist Chapel in St Peter’s Street was officially opened (see May 7th). The architect was William Jenkins. It replaced the ‘Pepper-Box’ or ‘Roundhouse’ Chapel in King Street, which was then passed on to the Baptists.
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1931: The Canterbury & Whitstable Railway officially closed to passengers on this Thursday, after just over 100 years of service. The improved bus services between Canterbury and the coastal towns were largely responsible for its decline. However, the line would continue for just over another twenty years, hauling freight services from Whitstable Harbour.
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2010: Police were called to a fight eight minutes into New Year’s Day in Chilham. Two women had been ejected from the White Horse Inn, in the Square, when they began fighting outside. Officers were called after a large crowd gathered to watch the pair. (Kentish Gazette)




January 2nd


1644: On this Saturday, King Charles I wrote to the Cathedral Chapter, dispensing the newly appointed Dean, Dr Thomas Turner, from a personal installation since he could not travel to Canterbury without hazard to his person. [The Civil War was well underway, and Parliament did not much care for Dean and Chapters. Dr Turner was not able to take up his new appointment until the monarchy had been reinstated in 1660.] (Archaeologia Cantiana, 1930)
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1884: ‘But for the liberality of Mr F. Flint, the old bridge at the Riding Gate (a tall brick arch dating from 1791) would have long continued to disfigure one of the entrances to the City of Canterbury. The new iron structure does great credit to its designer, though a few hypercritical persons – not to admire is all they know – seem to have expected something more ornate. The Town Council met on this Wednesday and resolved to recognise Mr Flint’s gift in a graceful manner by placing a suitable inscription on one of the tablets on the monument on the Dane John Mound’. [The iron bridge was removed in 1970 and replaced by something even less ornate!] (Kentish Gazette)




January 3rd


1860: Following renovation, Canterbury’s famous civic Guildhall was made available for hire on this day: ‘Having been elegantly redecorated, and adapted for assemblies and entertainments of a superior character’. (Living in Victorian Canterbury)
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1913: ‘Mr G.H. Delasaux proposes it would be an excellent thing if the Canterbury Town Council would dissolve their scratch fire brigade, which we can rarely see at work for the simple reason that, like the Spanish Fleet on certain occasions, it seldom happens to be in sight. The volunteer fire brigades should be amalgamated for the purpose of dealing with fires in the city and could be drilled under the supervision of the City Surveyor. Mr Delasaux’s suggestion is indeed a fine one but it does not follow that the proposition will be taken up by the Council’. [Earlier in 1872, George Delasaux had been personally involved in saving the Cathedral Choir after its roof had caught fire (see September 3rd).] (Kentish Gazette)
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1962: ‘Rubbish offer Refused’ or ‘Refuse offer Rubbished’: An offer from Pelham Advertising to sell advertising space on the sides of Canterbury’s refuse-collection vehicles, and pay the Council 10 per cent of the revenue, was turned down. (City Council records)




January 4th


1577/78: William Roper died on this day, aged eighty-two. He was interred in the family vault at St Dunstan’s Church. At the same time, the body of his wife, Margaret (see July 20th), together with the head of Sir Thomas More, were both translated from London to Canterbury.
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1795: Much of East Kent was affected by ‘The Great Snow of 1795’. On this Sunday, Fahrenheit’s thermometer in the open air at Canterbury, stood at 10 degrees, well below the freezing point at 32 degrees. (Bygone Kent, Vol. 7, No. 5)
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1896: The Kentish Gazette reported the suicide of the Revd J. Parmitter, Vicar of St Mildred’s Church. He was hit by a train on the Elham Valley Railway. By all accounts, he suffered years of pain from a neck injury sustained in a carriage accident, which had also resulted in attacks of ‘nervous prostration’.
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1954: On this Monday, the last few rails of the closed Canterbury & Whitstable Railway were removed. The work had begun in the summer of 1953, following the railway’s brief reprise to aid the flooded Whitstable (see February 6th). This proved to be a particularly difficult task in the Tyler Hill Tunnel.




January 5th


1795: Canterbury bookseller and amateur musician William Flackton died on this day. Born in the city, he demonstrated a talent for music at an early age and became a cathedral chorister at the age of nine. As an adult, he also composed music both religious and secular; one of his pieces, ‘A Glorious Chase’, was written for the Canterbury Catch Club – a male-only social society.
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1934: A proposed scheme for widening the road at St Martin’s Hill at an estimated cost of £5,468 – exclusive of the cost of acquisition of the land – was the principal topic discussed at this week’s meeting of the City Council. This would mean the demolition of St Martin’s Old Rectory, which stood right on the edge of the road at the bottom of the hill (at No. 14). The Old Rectory and five adjoining houses were demolished in late 1936. (Crampton: Canterbury’s Lost Heritage)
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1955: A report showed that the recent winter gales had damaged the Poor Priest’s Hospital, in Stour Street, and emergency repairs were necessary. Later examinations revealed hitherto unknown roof damage that had been caused by the blast of a nearby high-explosive bomb back in 1942. (City Council records)




January 6th


1066: Following the death of Edward the Confessor, Stigand, the Archbishop of Canterbury, summoned the Witan (national council) to choose his successor. Their subsequent choice of Harold would have profound repercussions for British history (see November 1st). (Babbington: Romance of Canterbury Cathedral)


[image: image]


1885: The Kentish Gazette reported that a very large number of parents were summoned for neglecting to send their children to school. In many cases the excuse was poverty and inability to pay school fees owing to want of employment, and in others sickness was pleaded.
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1915: Second Lieutenant Vernon James Austin, of the Royal Regiment of Artillery, was killed in France, hit in the chest by a German sniper’s bullet. He was the son of Sir Herbert Austin, who founded Austin Motors. Vernon attended the King’s School at Canterbury, where he was a cadet in the Officers Training Corps. His father arranged for him to be buried at St Martin’s Church, in the city he loved the most. (Kent History Forum)
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1954: Plans were being formulated for Canterbury’s new ambulance station to be built at Nunnery Fields Hospital. [These were never acted upon, and the ambulance station was eventually constructed in Military Road.] (City Council records)




January 7th


1888: Mr Brian Rigden, in his annual report on the weather, says: ‘the year 1887 will be long remembered as the year of the great drought. There was a total absence of rain for thirty days and the total rainfall was far less than average. In Canterbury, there has been a large share of south winds, for on more than one-third of all the year’s days the weather vane was pointing in that direction’.
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1942: On this day the Mayor of Canterbury, Alderman Charles Lefevre, announced that the Beaney Institute’s vast archive of The Times newspaper had been given up for war salvage. He urged people to follow the example by purging their home libraries of old tomes that nobody ever read, nor was ever likely to. (Crampton: The Blitz of Canterbury)


[image: image]


2005: The famous lime tree at St Lawrence Cricket Ground, Canterbury, was broken in half by high winds during this Friday night. In 1847, the ground had been built around the tree, which stood inside the boundary. If a ball hit the tree, it counted as four runs. A replacement lime tree was soon planted within the playing area to carry on this strange tradition.




January 8th


1776: On this Monday, ‘there happened a great inundation [flash-flood] in Canterbury, insomuch that some persons were drowned by the vast impetuosity of the current, which overflowed across the road at the west end of Westgate Bridge, and directed its course down North Lane, with great force’. (Hasted: Kent, Vol. XI)
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1887: During choir practice at St Mildred’s Church, a well-dressed young man came in through the vestry, looked about for a time and then advanced to the altar. To the astonishment of the members of the choir, he then deliberately took a small brass candlestick and immediately left the church. Some of the older choirboys pursued the man but were unable to overtake him. The stolen article was of little intrinsic value. (Kentish Gazette)
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1943: A cheque arrived this day for one guinea, accompanied by a touching letter from an eighty-eight-year-old Friend of Canterbury Cathedral: ‘I am so grieved about Canterbury [having been bombed] that I feel I must make an effort and send my usual small subscription towards the funds of the Friends, remembering the happy times I spent at the Festivals and in the Cathedral Precincts and Garden of Remembrance, which I shall never see again’. (Friends’ Report, April 1943)




January 9th


1855: ‘Cooper Family Woes, 1’: On this day, the Kentish Gazette reported an attempted robbery at Vernon Holme, home of Canterbury artist Thomas Sidney Cooper. A window at the back of the house was broken, but on finding protective bars behind it the burglars fled empty-handed. Apparently, the artist’s two pet dogs, Trip and Tiger, slept through the entire episode. (Courtesy of Brian Stewart)
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1935: A man, who for five weeks had been selling ‘foreign’ eggs as British new laid, was sentenced to three months’ hard labour at St Augustine’s Sessions, Canterbury, on this Wednesday. [I can only assume that ‘foreign’ eggs are what one uses to make a Spanish Omelette!] (Kentish Gazette)


[image: image]


1936: ‘Cooper Family Woes, 2’: On this Thursday, Canterbury painter Nevill Louis Cooper died after catching a chill. The death certificate also alluded to a destructive addiction to sleeping draughts. He was a well-known figure in Canterbury, always attracting attention with his bohemian and somewhat eccentric lifestyle. Although he never married, Neville was certainly ‘fond of the ladies’. I am personally acquainted with one of his descendents, who still lives in Canterbury (see January 16th and September 13th).




January 10th


1645: On this Tuesday, at Tower Hill, Archbishop of Canterbury William Laud was executed for treason. Laud’s real crime was his High-Church beliefs and fervent support for King Charles I and the Royalist cause. His beheading concluded a long period of imprisonment in the Tower and several attempts by Parliament to have him condemned. For the remaining period of the Commonwealth, there would be no Archbishop of Canterbury.
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1776: On this Wednesday, antiquarian and archaeologist Bryan Faussett died in his manor house at Heppington, Street End, near Canterbury. At Oxford University, where he briefly flirted with the Jacobite cause, he was known as ‘the handsome Commoner’. His collections of coins and other ancient artefacts were vast. He was buried at Nackington Church (where he had also been christened fifty-six years before), where a monument to him can be seen.
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1934: A shocking tragedy occurred in St Dunstan’s Street on this Wednesday afternoon when a little girl, Florence May Cooper, aged four years and eight months, was run over and instantly killed by a double-decker Canterbury-to-Whitstable bus. The child darted from behind a milk float and the bus driver had no chance of avoiding her. (Kentish Gazette)




January 11th


1555/56: On this day, Canterbury Cathedral ‘Six Preacher’, Edward Craddock, took his BA at Oxford. He was somewhat eccentric, dabbling in alchemy and spending many years seeking the Philosopher’s Stone! (Ingram Hill: The Six Preachers)
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1896: On this day, the Kentish Gazette reported, ‘St Alphege with All Saints: On Tuesday and Thursday, the children attending these Sunday schools had their winter treat at Eastbridge. On both occasions, tea was followed by a magic lantern entertainment, after which were the giving of prizes, and each child left with an orange and a packet of sweets’.
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1965: On this Monday evening, three as-yet unknown Canterbury musicians were thrown out of the Three Compasses pub, in St Peter’s Street, for the serious crime of having long hair. The publican, Reginald Baxter, told them he was allergic to long hair and would not serve them. Those ejected were from the recently formed five-piece band, The Wilde Flowers (see June 24th). They were ex-Simon Langton pupils Hugh Hopper (nineteen) and Robert Wyatt (nineteen) and Herne Bay native Kevin Ayres (twenty). The band would play their debut gig later in the same week, ironically at another pub: the Bear & Key at Whitstable. (Courtesy of Hugh Hopper)




January 12th


1875: Trout fishing in the River Stour was a popular pursuit in this era, but the view was expressed that the river would contain more young fish but for the ‘heavy attacks’ made on trout on their way to spawn. [This was probably a reference to unlicensed fishing.] (Living in Victorian Canterbury)
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1885: Mr Edward Garwood Hook, draper, was charged with having allowed the chimney of his premises to catch fire in consequence of not being properly swept. PC Seath said that he saw smoke and flames coming from the kitchen at Mr Hook’s house. Witnesses assisted in putting it out. [His draper’s shop was at Nos 12-13 St George’s Street, where the former Woolworth’s shop is today. His private address was No. 4 St Lawrence Villas, probably in Sturry Road.] (Kentish Gazette, courtesy of Tina Machado)
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1985: Just a year after it was founded, the Friends of the Canterbury Archaeological Trust had raised £10,500, started a shop at No. 72 Northgate, and also attracted 380 members. At Christ Church College, on this day, the anniversary was marked with a lecture by Director Tim Tatton-Brown on the work of the Trust.




January 13th


1583: On this day, Jane Moore (née Marlowe) died in childbirth in Canterbury. She was only thirteen years old. Jane, a sister of playwright Christopher Marlowe, had married John Moore in St Andrew’s Church barely nine months before. It is thought that her son died at about the same time. (Urry: Christopher Marlowe)
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1887: A young man employed by Mrs Andrews, butcher, Oaten Hill, met with an accident when driving in the ‘New Road’. He passed a wagon and two horses – with the waggoner and a small boy walking on the pavement – when the front horse strayed against his cart and kicked out, causing it to overturn and breaking one of the shafts. The young man’s hand was severely sprained and he was considerably cut around the face. [‘New Road’ is a reference to the New Dover Road, created as one of the new ‘turnpike roads’ in 1792.] (Kentish Gazette)
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1977: Actor Orlando Bloom was born in Canterbury on this day. He attended both St Edmund’s School and King’s School, where his mother encouraged him to take art and drama classes. His first television work was as an extra in three episodes of Casualty between 1994 and 1996. (Wikipedia)




January 14th


1812: Kent historian Edward Hasted died on this day. He was seventy-nine. He is most famous for his History of Kent, of which Volumes XI and XII are dedicated to Canterbury. Hasted purchased ‘The Sympson House’ (demolished 1813) in the north Cathedral Precincts for his mother, and is thought to have lived in St George’s Street himself at the same time.
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1835: Peter Abul (thirty-one), a native of Bengal, was charged with being drunk in the High Street. PC Smith said that the prisoner went into Mrs Potter’s shop and frightened her and her daughter by putting out his tongue and pretending he was dumb. In court, Mr Abul said he wasn’t drunk, but had taken opium! (Kentish Gazette)
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1966: On this day, a compulsory purchase order for nine houses that made up Victoria Grove was published. This short cul-de-sac ran north from Hawks Lane, and was being demolished to make way for the proposed relief road (to run directly from Gravel Walk to Tower Way). The houses were demolished in readiness, but the new road was subsequently cancelled. Victoria Grove is one of Canterbury’s lost streets, a car park occupying the site today. (Author’s archive)




January 15th


1557: During the reign of Mary Tudor, Canterbury became a grim location for the execution of Kentish people who refused to recant their Protestant faith. In all, forty-one were burnt at the stake in a remote field off Wincheap, thereafter named ‘Martyr’s Field’. On this particular day, a man from Canterbury became a victim of this brutal process. He was Stephen Kemp, who lived in Northgate. In 1899 a Memorial Cross was erected on the site, listing the names of all those martyred. Within a few years, a housing development grew up around it (see June 19th).
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1835: ‘Sir, There has been for several days at No. 17 Guildhall Street, an exhibition of models from the remains of Saxon and Roman architecture to be found in Canterbury – they are the work of a most ingenious person, a resident and, I believe, a native of the place. The self-taught artist is a shoemaker and it would be a shame for the good people of Canterbury to feel indifference for the efforts of native genius, when they are devoted to illustrate and perpetuate those mouldering records of time and events which give celebrity to their ancient City.’ (Kentish Gazette)




January 16th


1864: On this Saturday, Nevill Louis Cooper was born at Vernon Holme, in Harbledown, to Canterbury artist Thomas Sidney Cooper and his second wife, Mary Cannon. At the time, Sidney Cooper was sixty years old. Nevill grew up to be a competent painter himself, as well as an enthusiastic tree collector. He spent a considerable amount of money beautifying the gardens at Vernon Holme and Allcroft Grange (see November 8th), the latter of which was also the site of his famous pinetum. (Stewart: Thomas Sidney Cooper, see January 9th)
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1935: On this morning, the Mayor and Mayoress of Canterbury paid their annual visit to St Thomas’ Hospital, Eastbridge, and presented all the Brethren and Sisters with a parcel of groceries. (Kentish Gazette)
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1943: On, or very near this day, the two remaining pillars and arches in the north arcade of the cathedral’s Victorian Library (1868) suddenly collapsed. This was a part of the building left standing after a high-explosive bomb had hit the north-east corner of it during a Second World War Baedeker raid (see June 1st). Fortunately, the collapse did not damage the library’s west wall, which had survived from Lanfranc’s monastic dormitory (1077) to its fullest height. (Sparks: Canterbury Cathedral Precincts)




January 17th


1876: A report on the 1876 cathedral bell ringers’ annual supper stated: ‘Amongst the present effective staff of ringers, there are three who took part in the last long peal, which was rung on our Cathedral bells in 1827. We allude to Mr Henry Ovenden (St Dunstan’s), Mr John Small (Westgate) and Mr Edward Austin (St Stephen’s) and we are glad to know that after a lapse of some 50 years, they are still hale and hearty.’ (Living in Victorian Canterbury)
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1961: On this day, it was announced that the Archbishop of Canterbury, Geoffrey Fisher, was to resign. He had been enthroned following the sudden death of William Temple (see October 26th). By contrast to his predecessor, Fisher was a far more conventional, conservative character. His grounding as a rather strict private-school headmaster served him well during his period as Archbishop. Fisher was also a committed Freemason.
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1985: ‘An urgent warning to parents to stop children skating on lakes and gravel pits has come from Canterbury police. The warning came after police were called to the Brett’s quarry at Milton, near Canterbury (Thannington Without), by a nearby resident who saw children playing on the ice there.’ (Kentish Gazette)




January 18th


1937: During the gale on this Monday evening, one of the poplars in the avenue near the Irrigation Farm (sewage works) in Sturry Road crashed across the road, narrowly missing a car. Luckily, the driver managed to swerve onto the pavement in the nick of time. Traffic was held up for a considerable time while the debris was cleared away. (Kentish Gazette)
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1958: The Council conceded there was only a faint hope left of saving the 600-year-old Fleur-de-Lis Inn, in the High Street. A firm of London developers wanted to build a new store on the site. However, apart from the Canterbury Archaeological Society, who lobbied for its preservation, there was no genuine commitment to its retention. Demolition took place a few months later.
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1963: On this Friday, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Michael Ramsey, took six hours to reach Canterbury from London in his chauffeur-driven Daimler. He was due to attend the induction ceremony for the new Vicar of Sturry at 7 p.m., but became stuck in traffic on the A20 due to severe weather conditions. He finally reached Sturry well after 10 p.m., and performed his duties despite being very cold and tired. (Author’s archive)




January 19th


1786: Clergyman and Canterbury historian, John Duncombe, died on this day. He wrote An Elegy to Canterbury Cathedral and edited the second edition of Gostling’s Walk, as well as being a poet. He, nonetheless, cut a somewhat eccentric figure in the Cathedral Precincts, being described as ‘neglected in his person, and awkward in his manner; a long face with only one eye, and a shambling figure; his pocket stuffed with pamphlets’. [He sounds fine to me!] (Ingram Hill: The Six Preachers)
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1872: In the Blean Workhouse, a legitimate female child (no name recorded) was born to John and Margaret Cock, from the St Gregory’s parish, Northgate. (Author’s archive)
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1938: Mr A. Graham Porter gave a lantern-slide lecture at the Slater Memorial Hall (adjacent to the Beaney) on this Wednesday, on the subject of communication between bees. He told how the hum of bees was carried on the air in much the same way as wireless waves, and bees could keep in contact with each other from as far as four miles apart. [Older Canterbury citizens will be able to tell you how the ‘hum’ of the tannery was also carried on the air at this time.] (Kentish Gazette)




January 20th


1810: On this Saturday, Samuel Streeting was committed to St Augustine’s Gaol, charged upon the oaths of William Silk, Robert Blanch and others, with having stolen from out of the barn of the Revd Allen Fielding, Hackington, a sack marked ‘A.F.’ and about two bushels of beans, the property of the said Allen Fielding. Also committed was John Warner, a notorious character, for stealing from the same barn. [The ‘County’ gaol in Longport, completed in 1808, replaced the one situated in St Dunstan’s Street.] (Kentish Gazette, see February 29th)
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1846: On this Tuesday, Revd William John Chesshyre became a ‘Six Preacher’ of Canterbury Cathedral. He was already Vicar of St Martin’s and St Paul’s Churches, and had overseen the restoration and enlargement of the latter. He also created the parish of St Gregory’s in the early 1850s, in response to the vast amount of military housing recently built in the area. He became a Canon Residentiary in 1858, but died less than a year later at the relatively young age of fifty-four. (Derek Ingram Hill: The Six Preachers)
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1955: On this Thursday, demolition work began on the Riding Gate Inn to enable the construction of a roundabout. (Crampton: Canterbury Then and Now)




January 21st


1409: By his will, dated this day, Henry IV desired to be buried in Canterbury Cathedral. He left all arrangements to his cousin, Thomas Arundel, who happened to be the Archbishop. Henry did not die until 1413, but poor health prompted the writing of an early will. He was buried on the north side of the Trinity Chapel (see August 21st) opposite the Black Prince, whose son, Richard II, Henry IV had deposed some years before. Henry’s widow, Queen Joan, joined him there in 1437. (Cathedral Chronicle, 1976)
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1733: ‘For some months past, most of the inhabitants in Canterbury and the suburbs have been dangerously ill with a flying distemper, which at once attacks them with shakiness and chillness in their heads and all over their limbs, whereby great numbers of inhabitants have been carried off. Like distemper rages all over the country.’ (Kentish Post or Canterbury Newsletter)
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1958: A Hastings solicitor, arriving late at Canterbury Court after having driven cross-country through the snow, apologised to the judge and added, ‘Now I know what Dr Fuchs must have felt like when he met Hillary at the South Pole’. The judge replied, ‘I had the same thought myself!’ (Author’s archive)




January 22nd


1690: Sir Edward Masters was buried on this day at St Paul’s Church. His memorial tablet reads: ‘In memory of Sir Edward Masters… and his wife Dorcas… by whom he had 20 children, of whose conjugal love, paternal care, constancy at the Church and sacraments, peaceableness and sobriety, and exemplary charity, all that knew him are so many witnesses.’ (St Paul’s Church Guide)
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1885: At the Sidney Cooper School of Art, St Peter’s Street, Canterbury, distribution of prizes won at a recent art examination took place on this Thursday. The Dean occupied the chair, whilst an address was delivered by Sir Frederick Leighton, President of the Royal Academy and himself a great painter. (Kentish Gazette)
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1944: An air raid took place at dawn on this Saturday morning. Incendiary bombs were scattered across the St Dunstan’s Suburb. Properties in London Road and St Dunstan’s Street were gutted, whilst St Dunstan’s Church received minor damage. However, by far the biggest fire took place at the premises of Barrett’s in St Peter’s Street. A single incendiary bomb destroyed the entire complex because of difficulties the fire brigade had in gaining access, and also problems in lifting the fire hydrant manholes. (Crampton: The Blitz of Canterbury)




January 23rd


1785: On this day, one of Canterbury’s first Sunday schools began in St Alphege Church under the auspices of the Revd George Herne. He described one of his parishes, Northgate, as ‘poverty itself’ and on that first Sunday, he found the 120 children who turned up to be ‘very ragged and disorderly’. He further claimed that many hadn’t been inside a church since the day they were baptised. (Bygone Kent, Vol. 2, No. 9)
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1888: During an archaeological dig in the cathedral’s East Crypt on this Monday, workmen uncovered a hitherto unknown collection of bones. They formed the skeleton of an adult male, with a skull that showed signs of significant trauma. In addition, the stone coffin in which they were found was close to the spot where Becket’s body had lain from 1170 to 1220. The discovery sparked an intense debate about the fate of Becket’s remains (see September 7th). (Butler: The Quest for Becket’s Bones)
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1963: The results of a survey of the cast-iron Riding Gate footbridge showed that it was unsound and should be demolished. A section of the adjacent City Wall had collapsed only few months before. The bridge was finally dismantled in 1970 (see January 2nd). (Author’s archive)




January 24th


1684: A letter dated this day was sent by Archbishop Sancroft to the Master of St John’s Hospital, authorising him to demolish the dormitory. At this time, the building was almost exactly 600 years old. Pulled down at about the same time was much of the original chapel, the present chapel being a surviving fragment of it. Some walls of the dormitory survived, however, and for the following 300 years, became largely neglected and ivy-covered, with lean-to sheds employed against it. A full survey of the remains took place in 1984. (CAT Annual Report, 1983/84)
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1931: On this day, the Dean of Canterbury Cathedral, Dick Sheppard, announced his decision to resign after less than two years in the role. He had become a popular national figure as Vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields, London, after his services were regularly broadcast on the BBC throughout the 1920s. However, in accepting the position of Dean, he had probably taken on too much. Dick suffered from bouts of crippling depression, punctuated by short periods of bright optimism and gaiety – all symptoms of bipolar disorder. (Sparks et al: Canterbury Cathedral)


[image: image]


1944: The first ‘Bevan Boys’ arrived for work at Chislet Colliery on this day. (Llewellyn: Hersden)




January 25th


1795: At eight o’clock this Sunday morning, the cold was so intense in Canterbury that the mercury in Fahrenheit’s thermometer, exposed in the open air, sunk 2 degrees below 0, or 34 below the freezing point. It finally exploded with the cold (see January 4th). (Kentish Register, courtesy of Tina Machado)
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1836: On this Monday, a young woman was cleaning windows on the second floor of her master’s house in Castle Street when she lost her hold and fell into the street. She was instantly taken up, but in a few moments expired, having dreadfully fractured her head. (Kentish Gazette)
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1952: On this Friday, the new Woolworth’s store in Canterbury was open. It was the first new shop to appear in St George’s Street following the devastation of the Blitz ten years earlier. Before the official opening time, a massive queue formed outside which also snaked round across the adjacent building site. My grandmother, Violet Crampton, was in the queue and recalled that when the doors finally opened, she was swept around the store by sheer weight of numbers, barely able to place her feet on the ground, let alone stop to buy anything! (Crampton: Canterbury 1945 to 1975)




January 26th


1567: The Dean of Canterbury, Nicholas Wotton, died on this day at the age of sixty-nine. Following the Reformation, he became the first Dean of the new ‘Dean and Chapter’ at Canterbury (see April 8th) despite being a Catholic. He survived this difficult period by being Protestant in a professional capacity while continuing his Catholic faith in private. He also spent much time abroad. Wotton’s elaborate tomb, showing him kneeling at prayer, can be found in the Trinity Chapel of Canterbury Cathedral. (Ryan: The Abbey and Palace of St Augustine’s)
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1875: At Canterbury Police Court, John Constable was charged with gambling by playing at ‘pitch and toss’ on a Sunday afternoon. (Living in Victorian Canterbury)
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1935: The Drill Hall [now the Westgate Hall] was the scene on this Saturday afternoon of a happy gathering of 1,053 little ones, on the occasion of the annual Northgate Poor Kiddies Treat. Actually, there were 700 children from the Northgate area and 353 from other parts of the city. [The Northgate area was crowded with hundreds of terraced houses originally built in the early nineteenth century for soldiers – and their families – stationed at the nearby infantry barracks.] (Kentish Gazette)




January 27th


1501: The Archbishop elect of Canterbury, Thomas Langton, died on this day, just five days after being chosen. Perhaps the excitement of securing the role was too much for him? (Wikipedia)
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1939: Despite the ‘peace in our time’ of the Munich Agreement (see September 29th), the country continued to prepare for war with Germany. On this day, some 110 Canterbury school teachers canvassed the city to establish households that would be able to take in evacuated children. This exercise had originally been carried out at the time of the Munich Crisis, but the data quickly became out-of-date as some 169 households had since fled Canterbury. (Bygone Kent, Vol. 7, No. 9)
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1966: On this day, Canterbury architect Anthony Swaine won an award for his restoration of the late seventeenth-century house at No. 20 King Street. At one time, it had been a pub called the Farriers Arms. (Author’s archive)


[image: image]


2009: Holocaust Memorial Day was marked by an event held at the Westgate Hall. This year’s theme was ‘Stand Up to Hatred’. The free event was opened by the Lord Mayor and included poster displays, music, films, presentations, poetry, a quiet area for reflection and a talk from a Holocaust survivor. (www.hmd.org.uk)




January 28th


1874: On this Wednesday, Mary Caldwell was born at No. 52 Palace Street, Canterbury. As Mary Tourtel, she would go on to create the much-loved Rupert Bear character. (Stewart: The Rupert Bear Dossier, see November 8th)
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1889: A well-known local character, ‘Bob Ridley’ or ‘Bob the Bellman’, whose patronymic (family name) was Hatton, died at his father’s residence in Cossington Road, Canterbury, on this Monday. Frequenters of the Canterbury Cricket Ground will remember the deceased as the bellman during Cricket Week. A few seasons back, a subscription was raised to buy Bob a new bell, which he had used regularly ever since. (The Kentish Note Book)
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1985: ‘Canterbury is becoming cluttered with signs, City councillors heard on this Monday. Therefore, the Public Works Committee decided not to spend £525 on “temporary” signs to the new Marlowe Shopping Arcade. But the committee did approve spending £1,200 on nine pedestrian and eight traffic signs to the Marlowe Theatre. Councillor Alan Collyer said the Council was getting “a little Marlowe mad”. “Everything from pubs to hairdressers are being labelled Marlowe,” he said, “We’re getting to the point where we start off to the theatre and end up getting a haircut!”’ (Kentish Gazette)




January 29th


1750: On this day, John Wesley came to Canterbury for the first (recorded) time. As yet, there was no ‘Methodist Society’ or church in the city, so meetings were held in a variety of odd locations, including a farmhouse on the outskirts and a house in the Cathedral Precincts. For this visit, Wesley preached in an ‘Antinomian’ meeting house in an alley (locally known as ‘Godly Alley’), off Lamb Lane. Today, Lamb Lane is the part of Stour Street from Beer Cart Lane to the High Street. The alley was probably Spratts Square, near Greyfriars, cleared as slums in 1938.
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1883: The Canterbury Ragged Sunday School had their usual year’s treat with a magic lantern entertainment. Toys, fruit and money were provided, enabling each child to have a substantial tea and an article of clothing. [The Ragged School movement was established in the 1840s by patrons such as Lord Shaftesbury, Thomas Barnardo and the Archbishop of Canterbury, to provide free education to the poorest in society.] (Kentish Gazette)
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1971: On this Friday evening, Canterbury Scene group, Soft Machine, came home and played at Darwin College in the University of Kent, Canterbury. (Bennett: Out Bloody Rageous)




January 30th


1807: On this day, former Canterbury Mayor and well-known tycoon James Simmons was buried in a vault in St Mildred’s churchyard. He had died in London on January 22nd. His white stone monument can still be seen, but has weathered to the extent that it is no longer legible. (Panton: Canterbury’s Great Tycoon)
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1926: On this Saturday evening, the Theatre Royal in Guildhall Street closed its doors for the last time. Patron Thomas Sidney Cooper had heavily subsidised the theatre to ensure its survival. After his death, son Nevill took over the burden, spending an estimated £10,000, but he finally tired of this expenditure. The building was later demolished for a new Lefevre’s store. (Stewart: Thomas Sidney Cooper)
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1933: ‘The initial work on the site of Canterbury’s new cinema in The Friars is making excellent progress. The cinema will be fire proof.’ [This claim stood up well during the night of 1 June 1942, when a number of incendiary bombs clattered onto the cinema’s roof with no harmful effect. However, a few penetrated the roof and burst into flames in the auditorium below. Luckily, a seventy-year-old firewatcher, Mr B. Wells, managed to extinguish them.] (Kentish Gazette)




January 31st


1885: On this Saturday, a wedding took place at a nearby village (probably Chartham). As the loving couple crossed the South Eastern line, they had to pass close to a locomotive at the level crossing (next to the station). The engine driver, in a vein of humour, suddenly opened the pet cocks (emitting a loud hiss of steam), which startled the bride so much that the next day a child was born to her, but lived no longer than twenty-four hours. The funeral took place on the Monday. Thus, a marriage, a birth and a death occurred within a short space of three days. (Kentish Gazette)
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1913: ‘Dear Sir – We are glad to be able to announce that the Kent and Canterbury Hospital is now free from scarlet fever, and that we are in a position to receive in-patients as usual. Will you please make it known that we are in want of the following: Old linen and calico, warm left-off dressing gowns, night gowns for children, and a set of baby’s clothes, and we should be very obliged if any of your readers would kindly help us with a fresh supply. – Yours truly, Arthur J. Lancaster, Secretary’ (Kentish Observer)
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