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      Foreword

      “Christ is love covered over with flesh.”

      “God often orders it, that when he is in hand with the greatest mercies for us, and bringing about our greatest good, then we are most of all sinning against him; which he does, to magnify his love the more.”

      These are the kinds of declarations you will find in the book you hold, written almost four hundred years ago in England by a bookish preacher sometimes ridiculed for wearing his nightcap around the campus of Oxford in broad daylight. As different as he was in outward ways from many of us, however, he knew our hearts with unusual insight. And his singular genius was the ability to take our cowering hearts in one hand and the heart of Jesus Christ in the other hand and connect the two through probing reflections on Scripture.

      Thomas Goodwin was born in 1600 to a British family sympathetic to the Puritans. The Puritans were a group of Protestants in England between 1560 and 1660 who wanted to recover the purity of the gospel in their time and place, as the Reformers had done in the early sixteenth century. They were not, as common stereotypes today suggest, austere misanthropes who wagged their fingers at the sinners of the day and stiff-armed earthly pleasures. The Puritans were after real joy—joy in God, joy in the freedom of the gospel, joy in the astonishing surprises on page after page of Scripture as to who God really is. And Goodwin, as much as any of the Puritans, was able to dismantle our naturally hard thoughts of God and enchant us, from Scripture, with the real God—a God who, proven in the Christ of the Gospels, draws closest when his people feel most unworthy of his care.

      He did not get there quickly or naturally himself. He went through his own journey of discovery. A young Goodwin made it his life ambition to become a great preacher, but he acknowledged later in life that it was not a godly ambition but a fleshly one—his “master-lust,” as he called it. After starting out his preaching career by trying to preach in the eloquent style of High Church Anglicanism, he moved to a simpler way of preaching reflected in the down-to-earth style of the Puritans.

      But the penny still had not dropped for him as to what preaching was. Whether he was preaching his early ornate sermons or his simpler ones, he was still preaching law. He was burdening, not easing, guilty consciences, exhorting his people to try harder. But an older Puritan minister approached him one day after preaching and invited him to change his whole goal in preaching from pressuring people to liberating people: “Young man, if ever you would do good, you must preach the gospel, and the free grace of God in Christ Jesus.”1

      That exchange set Goodwin on a new trajectory. The rest of his life, and with increasing depth and insight as he aged, he had one overarching aim. His ministry was one of reassuring Christians that God had set his heart on them and would never grow cold toward them, even when they terribly failed him. This crucial animating insight to his ministry is encapsulated in the remarkable little book you hold in your hands, originally published in 1651 in London, the full title of which richly conveys the message of the book: The Heart of Christ in Heaven, Towards Sinners on Earth; or, A Treatise Demonstrating the Gracious Disposition and Tender Affection of Christ in His Human Nature Now in Glory, unto His Members Under All Sorts of Infirmities, Either of Sin or Misery.

      Goodwin, of course, said many other things; his was a rounded ministry, and he preached the whole counsel of God. But as I have worked through the twelve volumes of his collected works, I have marked a small marginal “GH” every time he mentions God’s or Christ’s heart. And it’s everywhere. The pulsating core of his life and ministry was to help Christians know heaven’s heart for them, even at—especially at—their worst.

      As Goodwin labored to celebrate God’s tender mercy, he did not do so at the cost of upholding other equally biblical doctrines of what God is like. God’s wrath and justice, for example, are regularly taught in Goodwin’s writings. And Goodwin was crystal clear on the Reformation truth of justification by faith alone. And yet he understood that even a precious truth such as justification by faith itself flows from the great heart of love that God feels for his people. He is not the kind of God who justifies us while feeling disgust over us. The justifying God is a yearning God, just as a human father feels a certain longing for his child when he sees his child in sin or affliction.2

      And as I have spent the last few decades befriending Goodwin, I have become increasingly convinced that Packer was right when he compared Goodwin with perhaps the greatest of the Puritans, John Owen: “John Owen saw into the mind of Paul as clearly as Goodwin—sometimes, on points of detail, more clearly—but not even Owen ever saw so deeply into Paul’s heart.”3 I think, as you wade into Goodwin’s writings, you’ll agree.

      The book you hold in your hands, which represents the animating center of Goodwin’s life, is the best place to start.

      Dane Ortlund

      Senior Pastor

      Naperville Presbyterian Church

      Naperville, Illinois

    

    
      
        1  Thomas Goodwin, The Works of Thomas Goodwin, D.D., Sometime President of Magdalene College, Oxford, 12 vols. (Edinburgh, 1861), 2:xxi.

      

      
        2  This paragraph is adapted from Dane Ortlund, “Does God Like Me? Thomas Goodwin on Our Deep Insecurity,” Desiring God, August 6, 2017, https://www.desiringgod.org/.

      

      
        3  J. I. Packer, A Quest for Godliness: The Puritan Vision of the Christian Life (Crossway, 1994), 179.

      

    

  
    
      Series Preface

      John Piper once wrote that books do not change people, but paragraphs do. This pithy statement gets close to the idea at the heart of the Crossway Short Classics series: Some of the greatest and most powerful Christian messages are also some of the shortest and most accessible. The broad stream of confessional Christianity contains an astonishing wealth of timeless sermons, essays, lectures, and other short pieces of writing. These pieces have challenged, inspired, and borne fruit in the lives of millions of believers across church history and around the globe.

      The Crossway Short Classics series seeks to serve two purposes. First, it aims to beautifully preserve these short historic pieces of writing through new high-quality physical editions. Second, it aims to transmit them to a new generation of readers, especially readers who may not be inclined or able to access a larger volume. Short-form content is especially valuable today, as the challenge of focusing in a distracting, constantly moving world becomes more intense. The volumes in the Short Classics series present incisive, gospel-centered grace and truth through a concise, memorable medium. By connecting readers with these accessible works, the Short Classics series hopes to introduce Christians to those great heroes of the faith who wrote them, providing readers with representative works that both nourish the soul and inspire further study.

      Readers should note that the spelling and punctuation of these works have been lightly updated where applicable. Scripture references and other citations have also been added where appropriate. Language that reflects a work’s origin as a sermon or public address has been retained. Our goal is to preserve as much as possible the authentic text of these classic works.

      Our prayer is that the Holy Spirit will use these short works to arrest your attention, preach the gospel to your soul, and motivate you to continue exploring the treasure chest of church history, to the praise and glory of God in Christ.
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