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…small wars are operations undertaken under executive authority, wherein military force is combined with diplomatic pressure in the internal or external affairs of another state whose government is unstable, inadequate, or unsatisfactory for the preservation of life and of such interests as are determined by the foreign policy of our Nation.


United States Marine Corps, Small Wars Manual




 





“Flowers in their wounds,” muttered the airman, “that’s what she couldn’t get over, flowers in their wounds, flowers.”


Barbara Euphan Todd, Miss Ranskill Comes Home



















Dedication





This book is for Hannah, Belinda,


Victoria and Ruth, with gratitude and love.
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Into the Wild Blue Yonder









prisoners


christmas







our


ower







pour


power







“43” he said, referring to the numbers they’d given the


background noise tapes






























Cap









pattern outside my head


speak to me


signaller of the word-commune







i was not aware


one lonely word outside


could call itself ‘snap’






























Breeding the Arsenic-Proof Baby









i see china as terribly peaceful           folk


sitting around saying “torch-singer roxy’s


on the wire”            writing poems like







                  ‘24 ribs







pop             out flies the spirit’







i like to listen late at night


breathing in a tiny cloud of chinese skin


as they all jump up and down whispering “china”
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they give it away


with pleasant butter







*







T    H    I    N    K







*







we rise to the top of the stairs


before a harp’s shadow







they are playing play


d/c to a/c







who


cares







*







‘my’ cheek itches


‘i’ scratch ‘it’ with ‘my’ forefinger







*







prompted by the next world







*







i thought is a


mirror i


thought







random is one of the laws


one of which is recognising it
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