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Constitution of the Irish Free State (consolidated text)



Oireachtas
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51

Buy now and read (Advertising)

The "Constitution of the Irish Free State (consolidated text)" serves as a crucial document in understanding the foundational legal framework of modern Ireland. Written in a clear, formal style typical of constitutional literature, it embodies the ideals of a nascent republic, reflecting the historical context of post-colonial aspirations and national identity. The constitution is meticulously structured, outlining the powers of government, the rights of the citizens, and the principles of the rule of law that guide the nation. Its consolidation reflects the evolving nature of Irish governance and law as it adapted to the challenges of the 20th century. The Oireachtas, as Ireland's national legislature, played a pivotal role in developing and enacting this constitution. Their work is informed by a rich tradition of legal scholarship and political philosophy, influenced by Ireland's tumultuous journey toward independence from British rule. This document not only serves as a legal cornerstone but also symbolizes the aspirations and struggles of the Irish people at a significant turning point in their history. For those interested in the intricate dynamics of governance, law, and national identity, this constitution offers invaluable insights into the foundations of modern Ireland. It is recommended for scholars, legal practitioners, and anyone engaged in the study of constitutional law, as it lays bare the principles that continue to shape Irish society today.

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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Regina v Brown



Parliament of the United Kingdom
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Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "Regina v Brown," the House of Lords engages in a profound exploration of the boundaries of consent, bodily autonomy, and the legal definitions of harm. This landmark case examines the moral and legal implications of BDSM practices among consenting adults, offering a rich tapestry of legal arguments accented by vivid testimonies. The literary style is analytical yet accessible, with a meticulous presentation of judicial reasoning that invites readers to ponder ethical dilemmas inherent in law. Set against the backdrop of a rapidly evolving societal understanding of sexual freedom, the text highlights the tension between personal liberty and public morality. The Parliament of the United Kingdom, as the author, reflects the institutional complexities surrounding law-making and societal norms. The decision emerged from a necessity to address an unprecedented legal situation, revealing the influence of historical attitudes towards sexuality and consent. The debates captured in this case encapsulate the challenges faced by lawmakers and judges in interpreting the law against the changing tide of public opinion. "Regina v Brown" is a pivotal read for anyone interested in law, ethics, and social norms. Its implications resonate beyond the courtroom, compelling readers to engage with pressing questions about freedom, consent, and the role of law in private lives. This case not only represents a critical point in legal history but also serves as a reflective lens on contemporary discussions regarding personal rights.

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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The Constitution of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia



Yugoslavia, Government of
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Buy now and read (Advertising)

The Constitution of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, drafted in 1931, serves as a crucial document reflecting the complexities of a multi-ethnic nation emerging from the aftermath of World War I. This legal text is characterized by its meticulous structure and commitment to establishing a parliamentary monarchy while addressing the diverse needs of its varied populations. The Constitution echoes the ideals of liberal democracy, amidst the growing tensions of nationalism, showcasing a modernist aspiration towards governance that aimed to unify disparate ethnic groups under a single national framework. Its eloquent legal prose is steeped in the tumultuous socio-political climate of the interwar period and illustrates the attempts of Yugoslav leaders to craft a stable national identity. The authorship of this Constitution, attributed to the Government of Yugoslavia, was significantly influenced by the historical context marked by the disintegration of empires and the rise of nationalist movements. The political leaders and jurists involved were heavily engaged in the struggle to forge national unity in a region fraught with ethnic divisions. Their commitment to balancing local autonomy with a cohesive national identity shaped this constitutional framework, which ultimately sought to incorporate diverse cultural narratives within a unified legal system. This scholarly work is essential for those interested in political science, history, and law, as it provides invaluable insights into the challenges of governance in a multi-ethnic environment. Readers keen on understanding the origins of contemporary Balkan politics and the implications of constitutional frameworks in fostering national unity will find this document particularly revelatory. The lessons contained within can still resonate in today's discussions about national identity and democratic governance.

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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Commentaries on the Laws of England, Book the First



Blackstone, William, Sir
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Buy now and read (Advertising)

William Sir Blackstone's "Commentaries on the Laws of England, Book the First" serves as a foundational text in legal literature, meticulously elucidating the principles of English common law. Blackstone employs a didactic literary style, combining rigorous legal analysis with eloquent prose that appeals to both legal practitioners and laypersons alike. This first book tackles the nature of laws, rights, and the relationships between sovereign power and the people, reflecting the Enlightenment's emphasis on reason and individual rights. It situates itself within the broader context of 18th-century legal thought, paving the way for future legal frameworks in Britain and beyond. Sir William Blackstone, an esteemed jurist and educator, was profoundly influenced by the legal traditions of his time and his passion for harmonizing law with moral philosophy. His role as the first Vinerian Professor of English Law at Oxford allowed him access to a wealth of legal scholarship, informing his comprehensive approach to codifying laws in a manner that was both accessible and enlightening. His commitment to clarity and logic in legal discourse marked a pivotal shift in legal education, particularly with respect to the common law. For scholars, students, and practitioners of law, "Commentaries on the Laws of England, Book the First" is an indispensable resource that not only illuminates the complexities of English law but also provides historical insight into the evolution of legal thought. Its practical relevance and intellectual rigor make it a vital addition to the library of anyone seeking a deeper understanding of legal principles and their philosophical underpinnings.

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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Constitution of the Philippines



Commission, Constitutional
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Buy now and read (Advertising)

The 'Constitution of the Philippines' serves as a pivotal document that encapsulates the nation's aspiration for democracy, justice, and the protection of civil liberties. Written in a clear and accessible style, it reflects the legal frameworks and philosophical underpinnings that govern the Philippine political landscape. This constitution is not merely a legal artifact; it embodies the collective hopes and struggles of a nation emerging from colonialism and dictatorship, articulating the principles of sovereignty, rights, and governance. The document contextualizes its norms within the broader historical narrative of the Philippines, emphasizing civil rights, the rule of law, and the importance of responsible citizenship. This constitution emerged from the collective efforts of the Constitutional Commission, a body with a remarkable cross-section of Filipino society, including legal experts and civil society representatives. Their experiences and apprehensions regarding authoritarian rule and societal injustices informed the writing of this document, embedding a deep commitment to civil liberties and social justice into its very fabric. This historical context enriches the text, allowing readers to understand its significance as a living document shaped by the realities of Philippine history. For scholars, legal practitioners, and engaged citizens alike, the 'Constitution of the Philippines' is essential reading. It equips the reader with an understanding of the fundamental legal principles that govern the Philippines and invites reflection on the ongoing challenges and opportunities for democratization in the country. This constitution not only informs contemporary governance but also serves as a reminder of the power held by the people in shaping their nation's destiny.

Buy now and read (Advertising)
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Church and individual defendants appealed from orders entered by the United States District Court for the District of Columbia, Charles R. Richey, J., making publicly available all documents seized during searches of churches, denying motion by the church to intervene, and denying motion seeking immediate return of the seized documents and also seeking injunctive relief. The Court of Appeals, Wald, Circuit Judge, held that: (1) church had sufficient interest in papers seized during two searches of church buildings to be entitled to seek, by motion, return of such property and to apply for injunctive relief restraining public access to such documents; however, it was not appropriate for the church to seek from Court of Appeals writ of mandamus directing district court to refrain from unsealing such documents for public inspection; (2) district court had ancillary jurisdiction over claims of the church, as well as most claims made by individual defendants concerning the documents; and (3) seal of documents, which were introduced under seal only in pretrial suppression hearing and only for purpose of showing that search and seizure were unlawful and which were not used in ruling on the suppression motion, should not have been lifted. After remand, the Court of Appeals entered a final judgment reversing the original unsealing order in which the appeals were taken, and remanded the case for reentry of an order.


Reversed and remanded.


MacKinnon, Circuit Judge, dissented and filed opinion.




Appeals from the United States District Court for the District of Columbia (D.C. Criminal No. 78-401 and D.C. Civil Action No. 79-2975).

Earl C. Dudley, Jr., Washington, D. C., with whom Michael Nussbaum, Washington, D. C., was on brief, for appellants Hermann and Raymond.

Leonard B. Boudin, New York City, was on brief, for appellant Hubbard.

Philip J. Hirschkop, Alexandria, Va., was on brief, for appellants Heldt and Snider.

Roger Zuckerman, Washington, D. C., was on brief, for appellants Weigand and Willardson.

John Kenneth Zwerling, Alexandria, Va., was on brief, for appellant Wolfe.

Leonard J. Koenick, Washington, D. C., was on brief, for appellant Thomas.

Leonard B. Boudin, New York City, for appellant Church of Scientology of California.
Steven C. Tabackman, Asst. U. S. Atty., Washington, D. C., with whom Charles F. C. *295 **401 Ruff, U. S. Atty., Carl S. Rauh, Principal Asst. U. S. Atty., John A. Terry, John R. Fisher, Keith A. O'Donnell, Michael W. Farrell, Raymond Banoun, Judith Hetherton and Timothy J. Reardon, III, Asst. U. S. Attys., Washington, D. C., were on brief, for appellee.

George K. Rahdert, St. Petersburg, Fla., and James L. Yacavone, III, Clearwater, Fla., were on brief, for amici curiae Clearwater Newspapers, Inc. and Times Publishing Co.

Also, Ronald G. Precup, Washington, D. C., entered an appearance, for appellants Hermann and Raymond.

Leonard S. Rubenstein and Geraldine R. Gennet, Alexandria, Va., entered appearances, for appellants Heldt and Snider.

Roger Spaeder and Lawrence A. Katz, Washington, D. C., entered appearances, for appellants Weigand and Willardson.

Richard McMillin, Washington, D. C., entered an appearance, for appellant Thomas.



	Before ROBINSON, MacKINNON and WALD, Circuit Judges.

	







	Opinion for the Court filed by Circuit Judge WALD.

	




	Dissenting opinion filed by Circuit Judge MacKINNON.

	




	WALD, Circuit Judge

	

	

	



We confront the issue here of whether and on what grounds a district court judge may make available to the public papers seized from a third party nondefendant, subsequently introduced under seal only in a pretrial suppression hearing and only for the purpose of showing that the search and seizure were unlawful. As far as we have been able to determine, there is no precedent on the issue. The seized documents were made available to the public on the eve of the defendants' convictions under a disposition agreement and at a time when the trial judge's ruling denying suppression of the seized materials was certain to be appealed. Three reasons were given for making these documents publicly available: "there is a right in the public to know what occurs before the courts;" "there is a public interest in access to court records;" and "sunshine is the best disinfectant." [FN1] When the unsealing decision was announced, the third party nondefendant sought but was denied leave to intervene to assert its interest in retaining the documents under seal. It then moved the court for immediate return of the documents and for an order temporarily enjoining public access pending their return. 



	These motions were also denied.

	




FN1. United States v. Hubbard, Cr. No. 78-401 (D.D.C. Oct. 25, 1979). The consolidated appeals argued to this panel are from four orders of the district judge. The first was entered in response to a motion filed by the individual criminal defendants to seal the stipulated record on which the trial was to occur. The motion was denied and the judge took the occasion to order the unsealing of the documents at issue here. That order is cited above and offers the rationale quoted in the text. The defendants' motion for reconsideration was denied in a second order entered October 30, 1979, also appealed here. Although the motion for reconsideration was denied, the court in a memorandum order responded to several arguments for nondisclosure raised by the defendants and expressed an intention to screen the documents prior to release to ensure against "an unwarranted invasion of privacy" of "innocent third-parties." These two orders are appealed by the individual defendants, Docket No. 79-2312, and are reprinted in the joint appendix filed in that case at 171 and 223, respectively. (The joint appendix in No. 79-2312 is hereinafter referred to as Hubbard App.) 



The third and fourth orders are the subject of appeals by the Church of Scientology of California (the "Church"). The third order, entered October 31, 1979, denied the Church's motion to intervene in the criminal case to assert its interest in retaining the documents under seal; the order is appealed in No. 79-2313. The fourth order, rendered orally November 2, 1979, in a proceeding assigned to the same judge but docketed in the district court as a separate civil action, dismissed the Church's motion for return of property and application for an order temporarily restraining public access to the documents unsealed pending their return; the order is appealed in No. 79-2324. Transcript of Proceedings, Church of Scientology of Cal. v. United States, Civ. No. 79-2975 at 51-56. The order denying intervention and the transcript of the proceedings in open court at which the Church's motion for return of property and application for a temporary restraining order were denied are reprinted in the appendix filed by the Church in Nos. 79-2313 & 79-2324 as documents (Docs.) 9 and 11, respectively. (The Church's appendix in Nos. 79-2313 & 79-2324 is hereinafter referred to as Church App.)


After studying the matter in depth, we have determined to stay the unsealing orders appealed in No. 79-2312, to vacate the orders denying intervention and temporary injunctive relief appealed in Nos. 79-2313 and 79-2324,[FN2] and to remand to the trial court for supplemental proceedings and transmission to this court of a more particularized rationale, under guidelines discussed below. We retain jurisdiction over the matter and order all documents at issue here sealed pending our decision following remand.[FN3]



FN2. We vacate the orders denying intervention and temporary injunctive relief because we treat the various means by which the Church sought to assert its interests in the district court as having commenced a proceeding within the trial court's ancillary jurisdiction. See text at notes 63-65, infra. As noted in the text, infra, at note 67, we do not reach the question whether a nonparty may ever intervene in a criminal case. For the reasons given infra, note 63, we affirm that portion of the order appealed in No. 79-2324 which may be read to deny on the merits immediate return of the seized documents.



FN3. We choose to retain jurisdiction with the virtual certainty that a simple remand would result in a second appeal regardless of the trial judge's ultimate decision. Our purpose is twofold. First, we hope to obviate the proliferation of motions and collateral proceedings which has characterized the litigation of this and other issues related to these criminal proceedings, a profusion of paper which has sorely tried the patience of this court and the district court. Second, we seek to ensure that the documents remain under seal until the matter is again before this court. If upon reconsideration the district court determines not to release any documents or if the parties determine not to contest the district court's ultimate decision, the parties should so inform this court.



	I. BACKGROUND

	



Owing to the litigiousness of the parties the full procedural background of these appeals is quite complex, but the essential facts are simply stated. Close to three years ago the government seized approximately 50,000 documents [FN4] from two Los Angeles sites of the Church of Scientology of California. A motion made by the Church to return the documents was dismissed by a federal district court in California,[FN5] although various actions of the parties and the courts in California restricted public access to the documents held by or subject to the proceedings of that court.[FN6]



FN4. There seems to be general agreement that the number of documents unsealed was approximately half the total seized, but exactly how many documents were seized and how many were unsealed is unclear. Brief for Appellants in No. 79-2312 at 10 (suggesting that 50,000 pages are still under seal); id. at 11 (suggesting that 50,000 pages were unsealed by order here appealed); Appellants' Emergency Application for En Banc Rehearing in Nos. 79-2312 & 79-2313 at 1 (filed Nov. 2, 1979) (judge's order unseals "roughly 50,000 pages"); Church's Petition for Writ of Mandamus, In re Church of Scientology of Cal., No. 79-2318 (D.C.Cir. filed Nov. 9, 1979) at 3 (total documents seized number approximately 48,000); Church of Scientology of Cal. v. United States, 591 F.2d 533 (9th Cir. 1979), cert. denied, 444 U.S. 1043, 100 S.Ct. 729, 62 L.Ed.2d 729 (1980) ("Church asserts that more than 20,000 documents were seized") (unclear whether figure represents California searches only or combined total of California and District of Columbia searches). It suffices for our purposes to say that the number of documents seized was very large.
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