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Ordered by the House of Assembly to be printed, 2nd
June, 1874.

_____________________________________


Sir—I have the honor to enclose, for the information of
the Honorable the Commissioner of Crown Lands and Immigration,
diary and map of my exploration, also to report that leaving the
Alice Springs, April 21st, with a party consisting of four white
men, three Affghans, and a black boy, I travelled along the
telegraph line to latitude 22° 28' S., about forty miles south of
Central Mount Stuart.

From this point I followed the Reynolds Range about W.N.W. for
forty-five miles; I was then obliged to turn S.W., passing a high
bluff, piled by Major Warburton, and on to the western extremity
of the MacDonnell Ranges (Giles's Mount Liebig).

Here I was compelled to turn south, crossing Mr. Giles's track
several times, the eastern arm of his Lake Amadeus, and on to a
high hill, east of Mount Olga, which I named Ayers Rock (I have
given a full account of this wonderful feature, in my diary). The
country to this point is chiefly sandy soil, densely timbered
with mulga (a name given to small trees found numerous in the
interior of Australia, a species of genus acacia, belonging to
the natural order leguminosæ), or stretches of spinifex
sandhills. In the vicinity of the lake the sandhills are higher,
and very few small patches of mulga, nothing fit for occupation.
I found a spring at Ayers's Rock—the first permanent water
seen since leaving Alice Springs, but the good country very
limited, not more than thirty square miles.

Proceeding west and south-west, I passed nothing worthy of
note, until I reached high ranges on the northern boundary of
South Australia (the Mann). The waters here, as far as I could
judge, had every appearance of being permanent, and the country
equal to anything in the north. This strip, about eight miles
wide, extends to the boundary of Western Australia, and is well
adapted for stock. From here to my furthest point, latitude 26°
32' S., longitude 126° 59' east, the country is poor, getting
worse as I advanced, until I got clear of all ranges, and into
spinifex and sandhills, and dense mulga flats, destitute of
water. I was reluctantly obliged to commence my return on
September 22nd, retracing my track to where I first struck the
Mann Ranges, then along the south side, the same rich flats still
continuing. From here, going east, I made the high range seen
from Ayers's Rock, and named the Musgrave. There is a greater
extent of good country in these ranges, averaging about twenty
miles in width, and 100 long, but the waters getting scarce
towards the eastern end. In latitude 26° 9' S., longitude 132°
50' E, I struck the head of a large creek, which turned out to be
the Alberga. This is very badly watered, indeed from the east end
of the Musgrave Ranges to the telegraph line, there is scarcely a
water to be depended upon. This must always be a great drawback
to the occupation of the good country. I found upon reaching the
telegraph line, that this had been an exceptionally dry
season—waters that were considered permanent, having been
dry for months. It is impossible to say what alteration a good
fall of rain might make, but I do not think a practicable route
will ever be found between the lower part of Western Australia,
and the telegraph line. I pushed my exploration as far west as I
could, and when I commenced my return had barely sufficient
stores left to carry party to telegraph line.

I have the honour, &c.

W. C. GOSSE,
Leader of C. and W. Exploring Expedition.

To the Surveyor-General.



Forwarded to the Secretary, Crown Lands Office, for perusal of
the Hon. Commissioner, with diary, plans, and specimens of roots
and plants. From the specimens submitted, the country traversed
appears to be mostly granitic, and to partake of the character of
our desert, with oasis between, and where decomposition of mica
and felspar has accompanied disentegration.

Although the expedition has not effected the passage to Perth,
it has placed in possession of the Department, detail of over
60,000 square miles of country, and enabled the places named by
Mr. Giles to be correctly laid down as to latitude and longitude.
I can speak highly of the way in which the records have been
kept, and of the admirably-constructed plans accompanying Mr.
Gosse's journal.

5/2/74.

G. W. GOYDER,
Surveyor-General.



Government Central and Western Exploring
Expedition,1873.

Wednesday, April 23.—Alice Springs. Started for the
Reynolds Range. My party consisting of five whites,
viz.:—Mr. Edwin Berry, second in command; Mr. Henry Gosse,
collector; Henry Winnall, and Patrick Nilen; three
Affghans—Kamran, Jemma Kahn, and Allanah; also a Peake
{Page 2} black boy, "Moses."
All in good spirits at getting started, after such a long stay at
the MacDonnell Ranges. Only a short stage to-day, six miles to
Todd Crossing.

Thursday, April 24.—Todd Crossing. Barometer 27.64 in;
proceeded to Six Mile Creek, and camped on telegraph line.

Friday, April 25.—Six Mile Creek. Barometer 27.50;
travelled to the Burt, nineteen miles. Here we saw Major
Warburton's camel tracks, turning away westward. As there is no
water in these wells, I shall take two camels to-morrow, and go
as far as the Native well, there is every chance of that being
dry, and the next water is sixty miles from here.

Saturday, April 26.—The Burt. Barometer 27.56; started
at 7.30 a.m., taking Kamran and two camels. This is my first
mount on one of these animals. Arrived at the Native well at 4
p.m.; found it quite dry, and no water to be obtained by digging.
Travelled to east of telegraph line, along Hann's Ridge. At about
three miles, near an old native camp, found a little water in a
rocky gully. Camped near this.

Sunday, April 27.—Hann's Ridge. Barometer 27.60 in.
Returned to camp. I shall have to push through to the Woodforde,
sixty miles without water, and a sandy road.

Monday, April 28.—The Burt. Barometer 27.50 in. Sent
waggon ten miles on the road. Teamster to bring horses back to
water. Lat. 23° 12' 45° south.

Tuesday, April 29.—The Burt. Barometer 27.50 in. Started
waggon horses at 7.30 a.m. Proceeded to Hann's Ridge. Found the
water nearly dry. Camped. The waggon and camels travel along the
road as fast as possible to the Woodforde.

Wednesday, April 30.—Hann's Ridge. Barometer 27.61 in.
Proceeded to the Woodforde. Tried in several creeks without
finding any water until we came to one about twenty-five miles
from the Native well, which I suppose to be the Woodforde. Here
we obtained some water by digging. Waggon and camels arrived just
after sundown.

Thursday. May 1.—The Woodforde. Barometer 27.63 in.;
wind south-east. Proceeded to the crossing of Woodforde. Found
water by digging. I intend leaving telegraph line here as you
instructed. Lat. 22° 28' 23" south.

Friday, May 2.—The Woodforde. Barometer 27.67 in.; wind
south-east. Resting horses to-day after their long journey
without water.

Saturday, May 3.—The Woodforde. Barometer 27.62 in.;
wind east. Started at 8.30 a.m., taking my brother, and leasing
Mr. Berry in charge of party. Course 266° 15' to a prominent
point on the Reynolds Range, north of Mount Freeling. Crossed a
branch of the Woodforde several times, and left it at three
miles, coming from south-west at nine miles, top of hill. The
country passed over is sandy, well grassed, and in places thickly
timbered with mulga and acacia bushes. Finding I could proceed no
further on this course on account of the roughness of the range
changed to 5° for three and three quarter miles; then 346° for
two miles. I then turned for the highest point upon this range,
which I have named Mount Thomas. Bearing 289° crossed two small
gum creeks, one at three and three quarters and another at five
miles, running north. Country still sandy, but not so thickly
timbered. Noticed some fine specimens of Stuart's bean-tree.
Followed last creek a short distance, and camped; obtained water
by digging.

Sunday May 4.—Gum Creek. Barometer 28.47 in. Continued
same course as last evening eleven and half miles over similar
country. Found I could proceed no further with the horses, the
ground rising and getting very rough. Just before getting into
the hills I saw two natives, but they ran away before we could
speak to them. At five and a half miles crossed ridge dividing
the waters that run into the Woodforde from those running west.
Changed course to 344° at two and a half miles, Mount Thomas
bears 233°, at five miles struck a large gum creek going
north-east. Changed to 28° 15', struck creek again at half mile,
changed to 4°, at three quarters of a mile, came upon the main
creek, which appears to drain the whole of these ranges (dry
sandy bed) continued for one and a quarter miles, then altered
course to 295°, crossing main creek—which I have named the
Lander—at one and a half miles; at four miles seeing a
granite hill, change to it 313° 30'. crossed first channel of the
Lander at a quarter of a mile, and the second at three quarters
of a mile; one mile reached hill and camped.

Monday, May 5.—Granite Hill on the Lander. Barometer
27.53 in.; wind south, cloudy during the night. Started at 7.25
a.m. Course, 291° 45'. Crossed main creek, and followed it down
through thick mulga and acacia bushes for four miles, where I
struck a small gum creek from south by west, and followed it half
a mile north to its junction with the Lander. I found some nice
rock water holes on leaving the granite hill this morning, to
which I intend bringing the camp. I shall then push out to look
for some permanent water. This seems to be a very dry country;
even in that which is well known along the telegraph line, there
is not a waterhole that can be depended upon for more than 100
miles north of Alice Springs. Returned to my Saturday night's
camp.

Tuesday, May 6.—Gum creek, flowing into the Woodforde.
Barometer 27.55 in.; light wind from south. Started at 7.30 a.m.,
and reached camp on the Woodforde at 12 o'clock. Found all
well.

Wednesday, May 7.—The Woodforde. Barometer 27.72 in.;
wind south-east. Proceeded at 8 a.m.; only made a short stage, as
it was the first day for waggon and camels off the track. The
waggon makes it very easy work for the camels; in fact, I don't
know how we should get through the thick mulga without cutting a
road.

Thursday, May 8.—North of Reynolds Range. Barometer
27.50 in.; wind south-east. Still travelling to rock waterholes
on the Lander.

Friday, May 9.—North of Reynolds Range. Barometer 27.47
in.; wind south-east. Arrived all safe at rock waterholes on the
Lander.

Saturday, May 10.—The Lander.—Depôt No. 1.
Barometer 37.10 [sic], latitude 25° 9' 5" S.; wind south. I shall
ride over to a high point on the Reynolds Range, which I have
named Mount Gardiner, and make another start on Monday. Bearing
250° at 2¾ miles, crossed small spinifex rise running parallel
with main range, composed of mica slate; strike E., dip 80°; at 3
miles, small gum creek going north (stony bed) at 31
miles—another going north-east, 6½ miles top of Mount
Gardiner; it is the most westerly point on this range, and 1,150
feet above the {Page 3}
surrounding country, 2,760 feet above sea level. The view from
here is very extensive. I could distinguish one very high point,
which I suppose to be on Stuart's Bluff hills (or Hann's Ridge).
The country to the west does not look very promising—mulga
as far as the eye can see; a very high range north, which must be
Stuart's Mount Leichardt; a high range on the horizon, not a hill
of any description to the north-west. Top of range gneiss ridges,
with sand-stone and mica slate on either side, bearing
east-south-east, dip 70°. I instructed Winnall to sink a well at
camp.

Sunday, May 11.—The Lander.—Depôt No. 1. Barometer
27.78, wind south-east.

Monday, May 12.—The Lander.—Depôt No. 1. Barometer
27.65 in., wind east. Started at 9 a.m., taking my brother and
Mr. Berry; course, 281° 30'; at 3½ miles, small gum creek, (stony
bed) going north-north-west; at six miles, low ridge bearing
north, composed of mica slate; dip 75° north; strike east; gum
creek going north-north-east, at 7 miles, and another at 81; at
11 miles, top of small spinifex hill, at the foot of a range I
have named after Mr. Ernest Giles; this range runs north-west,
and is composed of felspar on crown of ridge, with mica slate and
sandstone; continued same course to 15¾ miles, when I struck a
large gum creek coming from south-south-east; this I have named
the Warburton, after Major Warburton; changed to 338° strike gap
in the Giles Range, through which this creek runs; at four miles
reached gap; another creek joins here from south-south-west;
found two small waterholes in gap. After watering horses,
proceeded on course 343° to junction of this creek with the
Lander; at 2¼ miles camped. Country from Depôt to Giles range
dense mulga scrub, poorly grassed; the rest not so thickly
timbered, and open patches of spinifex.

Tuesday, May 13.—Junction of the Lander and Warburton;
latitude 22° 0' 24". Barometer 27.97; wind light, from
south-east. Proceeded along north side of Giles Range; course
297° 30'; for the first four miles, ground sandy, covered with
spinifex, and timbered with white gums but soon changes to dense
mulga scrub; at 10½ miles a low rise; from this I could see no
sign of creek and nothing but dense mulga a-head, so I changed to
a hill on the Giles Range, bearing 206° 30', 11 miles top; from
this I could see black's fires in nearly every direction; to the
north-west; the country has still the same level scrubby
appearance. I shall now change to 236° 30', towards high hill I
saw from Mount Gardiner; a great many fires in this direction;
crossed two small gum creeks, with dry sandy beds, at 2½ and 3¼
miles, running north-west. Continued for fifteen miles over sandy
and stony country, thickly timbered with mulga; also gums, and a
few bean trees, open patches of spinifex, top of a small detached
peak. I could see a creek south, so altered course to 177° to
strike it, in the hope of finding water. At miles reached creek,
bed dry and sandy, not a drop of water. The sun has been
intensely hot, and the horses seem to suffer very much. Seeing
some red-crested cockatoos, I named this Cockatoo Creek.

Wednesday, May 14.—Cockatoo Creek. Latitude, 22° 6' 15"
south; barometer, 27.60; wind east. Followed creek down for six
miles without seeing any sign of water. I sent my brother to
follow it a short distance further, while I walked to the top of
one of the small detached hills, of which there are a great
number about here. Could see numbers of native fires. Finding no
fresh signs of water in the creek, I started back for water in
Giles Range Gap mulga scrub and spinifex the whole way. Horses
suffered dreadfully; the one my brother was riding gave in
altogether before reaching the water, and had to be left. I hope
we shall be able to get it here to-morrow morning by taking some
water. The poor brutes were fifty-one hours without water.
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