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Dedication


For my horse-husband, Ron,
who has been gracious enough to keep his sense of humor
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Welcome to the World of Horses


So. You’re a certified horse lover. Do you realize what you’ve gotten yourself into?


Horses will influence every aspect of your life, from the clothes you wear to the excuses you concoct to avoid unpleasant social activities. If at times you feel a little bit overwhelmed, don’t fret. Every horse lover feels that way at first. But soon, about the time you realize you can never quite get that last bit of hay dust out of your hair, you’ll start to relax.


Take a deep breath, and cozy up for an entertaining, educational read. In the past, horses never came with a user’s guide or an owner’s manual—but they do now.
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Know Your Breeds


There are 114,000 breeds of horses in the world. OK, that’s an exaggeration. But there are a lot, and whatever your tastes may be, at least one breed of horse will strike your fancy. Here’s a brief look at a few of the more popular breeds and types of horses you’ll find hanging around your local watering trough:


Breeds


Specialized breeds of horses have been created through modern matchmaking techniques. Registries monitor and maintain the hallowed bloodlines, ensuring that every purebred horse deserves to wear the family crest.
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