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            Dedication: to Ina
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         Being married for more than 40 years to the same person is not the norm anymore. It has become more of an exception.

         I want to take the opportunity now to tell you how proud I am of Ina. She is by far the best example of unconditional love and compassion that I have ever known. I am blessed to be married to a woman who fully shares my love of the outdoors, flyfishing, wildlife, and nature.

         I could never have foreseen early on in our relationship that Ina would become not only my best friend in life, but my best fishing buddy too! No fishing trip without her can compare to a trip we do together, and that’s without looking at the catches. Many pictures that Ina took of me fishing you will find throughout this book. Several of her pictures have been published as covers of fishing magazines and dozens have been used by tourist departments in Scandinavia and Canada. Most famous by far are many pictures that she took during my kid classes in Canada. Beside her photographic skills, she surely is an expert on fishing the dry fly for Atlantic salmon. Ninety per cent of her fishing for Atlantic salmon is done with dry flies.

         Her catches of bonefish and tarpon in the Caribbean are also spectacular. While many of her bonefish reached the 10lb range, I am incredibly proud of the 110lb tarpon she caught and landed in Belize a few years ago.

         I am so grateful for her ability to share my interests and provide the additional support required for me to spend all those countless hours in front of the computer which were necessary for me to complete this book and write the many stories and book contributions that have been published. My friends and other fishermen love her for her excellent company during our travels.

         Thank you so much Ina; without your love and support, this book would be just another of my ‘things’ yet to do.
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         Leon Links and I have been close friends since 1988, which is a very long time indeed. Our close friendship is based on mutual affection, trust, support, and respect for one another. We have no secrets between us and our friendship is based on honesty, integrity, and frank communication. We have always been there for each other through good times and bad, offering a listening ear and a helping hand.

         In the late 1980s, we met for the first time and I re-introduced Leon to flyfishing in Scandinavia, a region he had not fished for about twenty years. In the same way it had happened with me, the beauty of the natural surroundings quickly cast its spell on Leon and his passion for flyfishing took hold of him. He started to collect flyfishing books, wrote many articles, built up an enormous circle of fishing friends, and started to design his own flies, many of which were tied with CDC. Leon’s skill in taking flytying pictures is outstanding, and many of his macro photographs of flies are among the world’s most famous fly images.

         Like me, Leon has been a long-time member of the editorial staff of the Dutch flyfishing magazine De Nederlandse Vliegvisser, and he has written for magazines in Holland, England, Belgium, France, Sweden, Germany, Finland, South Africa and Italy. In September 2002, he wrote the excellent book: Tying Flies with CDC, published by Merlin Unwin Books in England and Stackpole Books in USA. Later it was also published with translations in French and Czech language.

         Nowadays, Leon’s favourite waters for trout and grayling fishing are those in Scandinavia, Germany and Slovenia. Our friendship is unique. We fished a lot together, tied many flies together, did countless workshops and classes together and wrote dozens of articles together. Most tying steps and fancy fly pictures in this book are taken by Leon in his own macro studio. Leon was a major motivator for me to write and finally finish this book, despite some long delays due to medical and family situations. It was often Leon who helped me to find new inspiration and strength to continue and finally finish this book.

         Thanks a million, my friend!
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            Foreword

            The man who changed the way we fish

         

         Does a book by Hans van Klinken need a foreword? I doubt it. His fly, the fly, has been on our lips for decades. He is famous throughout the flyfishing world. His Klinkhåmer floats on every trout or grayling river across the world. The fish I’ve caught on it are numbered in their thousands. You too? Very probably. When Hans asked me to write a few words I happily agreed. After all, I have picked his brains and have stolen his flies for my last half dozen books. It is hardly payback time. What can be offered in return for the gift of the Klink to the flyfishing world?

         Many years ago I discussed the subject of Hans and his flies with my friend the late Oliver Edwards after I had made a couple of fishing trips with Hans in Germany and Yorkshire. I had done rather better than I ought and my face-saving was down to Hans’ flies. Oliver exclaimed, ‘Lad’s a bloody genius. That fly is flippin’ fantastic. Hans thinks it’s a sedge. I’ve no idea how he did it.’ This is not verbatim; the colourful adjectives have been toned down, but it’s how I recall Oliver’s reaction. Genius. One pithy Yorkshireman had summed him up and I agreed.

         Forty years on, thousands of flyfishers across the world have had cause to reiterate those words or at least give heart-felt thanks to Hans for a handful of wonderful trout and grayling flies. And the best of these is the incomparable Klinkhåmer Special.

         The Klinkhåmer really did change the way we fished on rivers. Firstly for grayling, and then for trout, and now it seems, for other species too. In the years before HvK, grayling flies were invariably small: the largest in Europe was a size 12 adult caddis. Hans offered a radical alternative, a large dry fly but with two-thirds hung below the surface.

         Today it’s accepted worldwide but believe me forty years ago at first sight of an inch-long dry fly, anglers would frown, raise an eyebrow, laugh or at least be highly and verbally sceptical. Until they tried it for themselves. It became a fly to give every flyfisher a new tactic, especially in faster water. River flyfishing changed irrevocably.

         A mere handful of inventors of flies have had flyfishing immortality bestowed upon them. Lee Wulff and Frank Sawyer both achieved such status with the series of successful flies that bear their names. Every inquisitive flytyer has had a go at improving a tying style or introducing new materials, hoping to be a catalyst in tying evolution. We’ve all had a shot at fame; some achieving it for this month’s edition of a fishing magazine, only to be granted the fifteen minutes Andy Warhol predicted for us. Many fly innovators like Richards, Swisher, Goddard, Shipman, LaFontaine, Fratnik and a few dozen others rightfully have had accolades, often for a pattern or tying style to match a single hatch or a set of circumstances.

         But perhaps Hans van Klinken alone has devised in the Klinkhåmer a pattern type that 11can be colour- and size-matched to represent the widest possible range of trout and grayling food; not that it stopped at just those two species.

         For too many years flyfishers across the world have been waiting for Hans to write a book explaining his dry fly philosophy. His dressings are well known but here at last we have a real insight into the how and why of Hans’ thinking about the dry fly.

         The Klinkhåmer is forty years old and with a few tweaks along the way it remains ninety percent the way it was first designed. The fly I use today is identical to the original tying Hans gave me 36 years ago. But this book is much more than a history of a seminal pattern. Rather, it is about how trout and grayling see surface food, what Hans’ responses are to the problems of presentation and imitation, how a simple tying of the appropriate materials can be so effective when fished in the correct manner at the right time. For much of his dry fly fishing, Hans’ preference, like my own, is to use a fly with a parachute hackle. Within these chapters there is no better summation as to why the style is so effective.

         
            [image: ]

         

         Like many of his patterns, Hans is larger than life. He is a big man, gregarious and generous, with a unique story to tell. His tying demonstrations and talks have entertained and inspired thousands of anglers across the world. He is never happier than when enthusing young people to flyfish and to tie flies. He owes the fishing world nothing; it is we who are indebted to him.

          

         John Roberts

         York 2024
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            First cast

            Hans van Klinken

         

         Not so long ago, someone unfamiliar with the sport of flyfishing asked me to try to explain it in just one sentence. Forty years ago, I would have needed three hours or more to explain it, but after nearly five decades of asking myself the same question, I no longer find the answer difficult. In fact, I find the answer to be quite simple. So simple that I only need a few words: Flyfishing is merging with nature!

         For me, flyfishing is all about the pleasure and satisfaction that a person can acquire while communing with the surrounding nature and wildlife. When I look at my closest circle of fishing friends, I can say for sure that it never matters if we catch fish or not. Our pleasure comes from just being out there on the riverbank and enjoying the river and its surroundings in all its beauty. From the earliest days of my career as a flyfisher until now, I have progressed through many stages and each individual phase was extremely important in shaping the approach I have to fishing today.

         Maybe flyfishing is an addiction or obsession for many, but I don’t think it is for me, because I also grab my camera, tying vice or pencil as willingly as my fly rod. I like to chat with fellow fishermen and guides and I can watch beavers, otters, moose, birds of prey and caribou for hours with my fly rod just standing next to me. For me, it’s all part of flyfishing. When I see kids struggling with their fly rod I am the first who tries to help them, by tying on a new leader and one of my secret flies in the hope they will catch a fish.

         With good friends we can sit on the grass of the riverbanks and talk about flies and forget all about time. Missing a good hatch is not unknown because all these aspects make up such a big part of flyfishing for me!

         Gazing over the river, I enjoy the movements of the current, listening to how the wind plays in the treetops and the birds sing in the background. I can sit for hours like this, but admit it has taken me years to reach this level of understanding and satisfaction. Maybe it’s a kind spiritual feeling as well. Even though I was close to nature as a young boy, my feelings are a lot different today. Sometimes I am full of sadness about what we humans have already destroyed in just one millennium.

         From my earliest days as a flyfisher until now, I have progressed through many stages, and each individual stage was extremely important to the shaping of my flyfishing attitude today. I too had my very long days of fishing and my ‘eager to catch as many fish as possible’ days in my early years, and that is one reason why I can understand young, fanatic anglers so well. It’s natural to want to prove yourself and to want to be sure that your flies will work and there is no better proof than numerous catches. I started as a dedicated dry fly purist for the first ten years of my flyfishing, but with time and experience, I developed my own techniques and flies to be able to catch fish at depths of 4-5 metres.

         I am a very passionate river flyfisher but that doesn’t mean that I don’t like to fish in lakes, ponds, reservoirs or saltwaters. I love all kinds of flyfishing as long it’s not too crowded. I can’t deny that I feel closest with nature when standing in a remote river anywhere on the globe. I have been alone in the wilderness for long periods and it was important for me to develop myself and my own approach to fishing. As a student with 14plenty of spare time and my father’s reward for helping him at work, I managed to spend most of my summer holidays in northern parts of Norway, Sweden and Finland, which marked the beginnings of my love affair with the great outdoors from 1971. In 1975 I stayed for almost four months in the wilderness and in this book I explain more about this defining trip. I made a lot of very remote fishing trips in the 1970s and 1980s and all I can say is you love it or you hate it.

         
            [image: ]

         

         The long months experience that I had gained up in Scandinavia and Finland was a great help in my research, exploring waters all by myself. I fished frequently and the more time I spent in these regions flyfishing, the more I learnt.

         People sometimes claim that I am a real expert in fishing the mighty rivers in Scandinavia but I am NOT and I am still learning today. Most of the waters I fished in those days were 600-1,000 metres above sea level. The weather conditions were tough with unpredictable mountain winds and an extremely high population of wild, hungry mosquitoes and black flies. I taught myself how to deal with them, but I guess many people would not bother and this will stop them doing some of the best flyfishing in the world. This type of wilderness is what I really love and it is these areas that I believe grayling and trout love the most too! It is a very short fishing season in the Arctic and even sub-Arctic, but a very productive one. The lakes give the fish a very good chance of surviving during the harsh winters and they have an excellent food supply. The insect life is abundant with superb caddis hatches and many species of upwing flies to study. As a result of these experiences I ended up writing about my travels and the flies I developed. It was in these isolated places that I developed the 44 flies of the L.T. series in the 1980s. Several of them later became rather well-known; one of them is of course the Klinkhåmer Special, and number seven from the list has its 40th birthday in June 2024 and that is a big reason for writing this book, to share with you the thoughts behind my flies and how I developed several of the most important ones.

         I also love to explore and catch fish species that I have never caught before and that made me enormously flexible, inventive and creative. Fishing so many different areas and waters also widened my flytying experiences enormously and without my travels I never would have tied so many different patterns. 15Flytying is an awesome hobby but a lot depends on the flytyer’s ability to be inventive and imaginative. A large number of people only tie well-proven flies; others just tie what they need for a successful day’s fishing; while another group goes into the serious art of creating the most beautiful realistic imitations imaginable. Flytying has many facets to it, and some people just like collecting tools, vices, feathers, synthetics, silks or furs. For me it’s all part of our great hobby and we should respect each other’s skills and try to help one another as best we can. Since my retirement from my ‘day job’ in 2012 I have conducted over 200 workshops or classes with kids worldwide and it only makes my hobby more amazing every day.

         The flytying world looks very different today to when I started out. With so many good online tutorials, excellent Facebook flytyers, flytying movies, step-by-step instructions, free e-books and the available materials and quality tools, it has become a lot easier than back in the 1970s and early 1980s. I even know quite a number of flytyers who actually never go fishing.

         Flytyers can easily change their specialities or preferences today. One moment they are in the spell of making streamers and the next moment they suddenly love tying emergers, North Country spiders, terrestrials or realistic nymph patterns. Although I went through many stages and even seriously tried classic salmon flytying for seven years, I now concentrate my efforts on tying and developing effective fishing patterns, irrespective of the species. I believe that many flytyers have similar journeys.

         Flytying means a lot to me. It is also an extraordinary activity that can help people reduce stress levels and frustrations. I’ve been able to assist quite a few people with serious depression through using fur and feathers. For me personally, it has been an enormous help to de-stress myself; it kept my head clear and sharp at all times. Flytying was essential for me throughout my army work, especially during particularly tricky and high-risk responsibilities in my past. Flytying also helped quite a number of my army colleagues on missions or when they returned home again, to prevent or at least alleviate such problems as post-traumatic stress disorder. This is why I am still sending a lot of flytying materials to soldiers on missions all over the world and have sponsored organisations such as Healing Waters who are doing a great job for military personnel with problems.

         Flytying makes you calmer, more creative and of course, it helps you to design and develop flies that you cannot buy in tackle shops. Flytying allows you to improve existing flies, or build more durable flies or even flies that become unsinkable. It is a great hobby for winter or long periods of bad weather. Catching your first fish with your own tied fly can even change your life. Flytying can be a passion or even an obsession; it can be art and it widens your knowledge about insect life enormously.

         Beside marking the 40th (ruby!) anniversary of my Klinkhåmer, the motivation for this book comes purely out of passion and dedication to the sport of flyfishing, photography, and tying flies. This is why I picked a very useful selection of my best dry fly patterns which I use all over the world and over many years. I wanted to tell the real story of how my flies were conceived and developed and came to life. How and why I created my flies, improved myself as a flytyer and perfected my flies over nearly 50 years of flytying.

         This book is a personal ‘thank you’ to all those friends who helped me to become a better flyfisher and flytyer. Of course, it is also a unique way to thank my sponsors who make it possible for me to hold so many free flytying workshops and classes for youngsters over the last 40 years, and into the future.

          

         Thanks a million to all of you and happy tying!

         Hans van Klinken

         April 2024

         Harskamp, Netherlands
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            Chapter 1

            Dutch Panama

            The forgotten fly

         

         When I look back to the beginning of my flytying career, I always tell people that I started tying my own flies in 1976. That is largely true, but the fact is that I’d actually begun tying flies in 1974 and sadly gave it up rather quickly. I was eager to tie my own patterns because good flies were very expensive and often hard to find. In every tackle shop I visited in Scandinavia between 1971 and 1976 I bought an assortment of flies, until I started tying my own. It was a kind of private collection of local flies that I built up from all the different areas I fished in Scandinavia during my first years of flyfishing.

         I was also fortunate in that so many flyfishers I met in Norway, Sweden or Finland gave me selections of their favourite flies. These are the two main reasons why my fly boxes were always well filled, and why I love to give away so many of my own flies to other anglers, once my tying had got up to standard. When I needed flies desperately, people gave me some or helped me out, but now that I have so many flies tied by myself, I can freely share them with other anglers. It feels great and it always brings back the good old memories of so many strangers that I met out in the wilds.

         
Fly boxes


         I remember my first fly boxes very well. Two of them were just ordinary plastic compartment boxes that I had bought specially to store different sizes of dry flies. The third box was a classic aluminium Wheatley box with sixteen dry fly compartments on one side and a kind of foam on the other. I still have this fly box today, and it is not only my oldest fly box, but also the best quality aluminium dry fly box in my entire collection. I have replaced the foam a few times but what is remarkable is that none of the compartment doors has ever let me down. I used a lot of Wheatley boxes in the past and nowadays I use waterproof C&F fly boxes and I love them. The C&F are really worth having after you have dried your flies too many times when they fall into the water yet again.

         My salmon and seatrout dry fly box was an old celluloid eight compartment fly box also made by Wheatley. Sadly I lost this box in 1988 while fishing the River Nordelva in Norway. The two Wheatleys I had bought second-hand, together with a very nice Fenwick glass fibre fly rod from a nice guy in Amsterdam who quit his flyfishing due to medical reasons. The aluminium Wheatley box even contained some flies and the name of the previous owner was scratched onto it, and is still visible today. I had only these four fly boxes while travelling through Scandinavia because my first flyfishing vest was completely handmade and only had space for four fly boxes. I have regrettably forgotten who made the vest for me, but I have worn it for years.

         One plastic fly box I had was filled with size #12-10 dry flies for trout and grayling fishing in Scandinavia. My aluminium Wheatley box contained the same flies but in smaller sizes, #16-14, which I also used in Holland when fishing 18for rudd, roach and ide (orfe). My Wheatley celluloid fly box was filled with size 8-6 dry flies for salmon, seatrout and Arctic char, and my second plastic box holds all the flies that floated badly, or were damaged, or were patterns that were just never successful for me.

         
            
[image: ]My first and oldest Wheatley fly box dated 1971

            

         

         
First diaries


         I tried to tie my first flies in 1974 but I failed completely, and started afresh three times. Sadly there is no written record available of what exactly I did in the 1970s, because I only began making flytying and fishing notes in 1980 and only began writing my fishing diaries in the summer of 1984. That is the year when I designed my Klinkhåmer Special, which meant a record of the history of the development of my best pattern had been kept in the most comprehensive detail. I started writing my own diaries after I had seen examples of Arild Blomfeldt’s brilliant artwork, a Scandinavian angler who decorated his diaries with beautiful aquarelles painted during his fishing trips. A few years later I met Arild again on the River Surna in Norway, and he allowed me to take a few pictures of the artworks in his private diaries. He even allowed me to use these pictures in a fishing story I was writing about Scandinavia. This book is a good opportunity to show a few more of his magnificent drawings to the rest of the world. As an expression of our friendship he did a lovely little grayling drawing for me before we said goodbye. I lost contact in 1989, but to me he was a real master at painting the pools, the landscapes, the flora and fauna, the fish he was catching and the flies he was using.

         I was so impressed with his diaries that I simply had to start writing up my own notes more seriously, and today I am very lucky that I was so conscientious about keeping my own diaries. For most of my articles, book contributions and parts of this book, my diaries were an indispensable resource. However, most of what you read in this first chapter, I have written from memory, which was quite a tough job.19

         
            
[image: ]Just a selection from the 53 diaries that Ina and I wrote since 1984

            

         

         20

         
            
[image: ]One of Arild’s pages from his diary from the summer of 1984 that inspired me to start writing my own diaries (© Arild Blomfeldt)21

            

         

         
            
[image: ]The inside of my 1995 diary. From 1996 I started to write all my diaries in English language

            

         

         Start of flytying

         In the early months of 1976 I finally began to understand some of the basic flytying techniques. This happened after I laid my hands on a copy of a little book called Fly Tying by Raymond Sugg, Ken Whitehead and Alan Vare. I got the book from the owner of my favourite tackle shop in Eindhoven, who had found it somewhere in the UK, and bought it for me for my twentieth birthday in January 1976. In those days there were hardly any flytying books available, especially where I lived in the south of Holland, and that little book I liked a lot.

         I combined the techniques that I learned from the book with dissecting my most successful patterns with an old razor blade just to find out how they were put together. Two other very important flytying books in my learning process were, The Complete Book of Fly Tying by Eric Leiser (1977) and Das grosse Buch vom Fliegenbinden by Dr Klaus v Bredow (1981) written in German. Eric Leiser’s book I loved so much that it became my personal flytying bible for years. So this is how I taught myself flytying. Without a teacher or Mr Google it was not easy, and good materials, books and quality tools were hard to find in the 70s and early 80s.

         After a year playing around with thread, fur and feather I was captured by the art of flytying and was tying flies almost every day. Tying nymphs, streamers or wet flies was not an option because I was a real dry fly fanatic and purist for the first 10 years of my flyfishing life.

         Of course, like so many other people, I started out tying simple dry flies such as a Red Tag, Bivisible, March Brown, Pale Olive Dun, Autumn Dun, Light and Black Cahill, Light and Dark Hendrickson, Quill Gordon, Black Spinner, Large Dark Spinner, Tup’s Indispensable, Coch-y-Bonddu and all kinds of Palmers, to name but a few.

         Most of the dry flies that I tied had no wings, and therefore are maybe better described as shoulder-hackled flies or collar-hackled flies. 22Patterns with only a hackle in front were often described as collar-hackled flies and the area just behind the head of a fly was named the shoulder, which I believe is how the name for shoulder-hackled dry flies was also coined. So I learned both names a long time back.

         I had added incentive to tie my own flies when my tackle dealer stopped selling flytying materials in December 1977. Much of it he gave to me during the first months of 1978, because I was one of his most loyal customers. By the middle of the winter of 1977-1978, a lot of new tools, threads, furs, feathers and a few amazingly good flytying books were suddenly increasingly available, and my motivation for flytying increased even further.

         From then on I worked through Eric Leiser’s book very seriously and my flies soon started to look better and better. I was also now focused on perfecting my tails, on making ribbing wraps more even and my bodies smoother. I practised a lot and slowly got more and more self-confident, becoming something of a fanatic and a far more creative tyer.

         
            
[image: ]Dutch Panama (version 1 and 2)

            

         

         I had just had started as a sergeant in the Dutch army fulfilling my obligatory military service and was stationed in Germany (the Cold War was still on). If I was not on exercises or military duty, I didn’t waste much time sitting in bars, but instead learned how to improve my flies or read some of the old classic tying books given to me. The money that I saved that way, I added to my fishing trips, or used it to buy yet more flytying materials.

         When I got a copy of English Trout Flies by W H Lawrie, my flytying life suddenly became a lot easier. It was like a huge eureka moment for me. Of course, nowadays this pattern book is indispensable when doing research, but in the late 1970s I mainly used it to find even more dry fly patterns without wings that I could tie. Although this book may have represented a boring collection of dressings to some people, I really like it. While I had no idea how most of the flies actually looked, it was still a great help in widening my knowledge and increasing my inspiration. One of these ‘inspirations’ was to create a picture in my mind of what a particular fly actually looked like when I only had the dressings and nothing else to go by. Of course it was impossible to tie the fly exactly as its creator had intended, but Lawrie’s book showed me the importance of well-described pattern dressings, and it taught me to be as detailed as possible in recording my own dressings and tying descriptions from then on.

         I don’t make much of a secret of it, but in my young years I didn’t like dry flies with wings made from feathers or quills. For me finding matching left and right wing segments was a tiresome problem, and anyway, the wings got damaged quite fast. For winging material for my own dry flies, I mainly used a bunch of white calf tail hair, or a solid clump of mallard fibres that I just divided in two equal wing parts with figure or eight and reverse figure of eight wraps. Sometimes I purposely left the entire bunch as one big dense wing, because in Scandinavia I didn’t notice much difference in the catches I made with flies tied with a single wing or split wing patterns. Calf tail was inclined to get waterlogged after taking several fish, and is quite bulky when you tie it in, which is why, thanks to my favourite tackle dealer in Norway, I went over to using synthetic polypropylene yarn for my wings at an early stage in my flytying career.23

         
            
[image: ]One of Arild’s pages that he made in 1986 on the banks of the wonderful Surna river in Norway (© Arild Blomfeldt)24

            

         

         Scandinavian influence

         Let’s go back to my early days again. As soon it turned out that my girlfriend loved the outdoors, wildlife and wilderness as much as I did, I knew right away that I would spend most of my future summer holidays in the wild areas of Scandinavia. Knowing my girlfriend was happy to be outdoors meant I could concentrate fully on my flytying and making flies for Norway, Sweden and Finland. I started to change a lot of my patterns into more visible and better floating ones. I remember well how much effort I put into trying to improve the floatability of my flies. I also made bigger flies for my salmon fishing not only by using larger hooks, but also by increasing the number of hackle feathers to tie the collar, or by using longer hackles so I could add more wrappings. I also made bodies a lot thicker by creating egg shapes, or by experimenting with deer hair, and I tested many different materials to make more suitable tails. I often skipped the vital proportions and tried to do my flytying much more intuitively and in ways that allowed my flies to float and perform better in the turbulent and rugged rivers of Scandinavia.

         I was very lucky that I had kept all my old patterns from previous years, even those that had been all but completely destroyed. I used the damaged flies as models for new designs and because only a little material was left on most of these hooks, I ended up developing a lot of fancy, even strange, patterns that certainly didn’t make it in the end. But I never regarded that as wasted time because it helped me to improve my tying skills. Trying to rebuild or copy my old damaged flies, I often had to guess what materials had been used, and all this guessing had a great effect on the development of the flytyer I am today.

         I also soon realised that I had to understand everything about good and useful tying materials and especially about how different materials reacted to water and how durable they really were while fishing. What might appear to be a good-looking fly at first sight could be a real disaster as soon as it was on the water. One of my top priorities in flytying became the durability of my flies because I was totally frustrated at the speed with which so many commercially tied flies fell apart.

         Each fly that I finished I dropped into Permaflote (the best floatant in those days), and as soon as they dried out I tested them in a dish of water. I used all sizes of hackle material and even cut the hackle fibres into shape, but learned quickly enough that cutting hackle tips made flies get waterlogged much faster. I tested a lot of my flies from late April until the end of May in Dutch waters on rudd and ide. That was still the closed fishing season but I cut the bend off the hooks so I wasn’t actually fishing in the real sense. When living in Germany I was able to test my dry flies in private army waters on salmonids, but I learned rapidly that fishing for stocked rainbows or brown trout was a lot different to serious river fishing in Scandinavia.

         Most of my early patterns were copies of existing flies or flies that were given to me. That’s why I have always claimed that my own first and serious fly development started after I had lost all my Rackelhanen patterns. It’s also why my initial plan was to start this book with the Rackelhanen, because I hold the Rackelhanen, and the fact that I ran out of them, as responsible for my own particular style of flytying, and my further development as well. However, an important email I received a few years ago changed my mind. The sender asked me if I had any additional background information about a fly called the Dutch Panama. The man had browsed the World Wide Web and discovered that I had developed that fly. He gave me the link where I found a picture and once I saw the fly my memory flooded back and I realised that this was a totally forgotten pattern I’d tied, but definitely worth writing about again because I had caught countless fish on them in the late 70s!

         25The Dutch Panama I developed in the winter of 1977-1978 when I was trying to duplicate one of the Panama flies that I got from a very friendly Frenchman whom I had met in Sweden during my summer holiday in 1976. I loved this Panama pattern especially after making some extraordinary catches with it at several places that I fished when travelling to the northernmost part of Norway in 1976. I know I caught salmon and seatrout on it, but I am not sure how many. Once home, my tackle dealer with connections in France was able to get me a dozen Panamas, but they were unbelievably expensive, probably because of the complexity of the dressing. The only option left was to tie them myself. Sadly, I had destroyed the last original French Panama by taking it apart with the intention of copying it as best I could.

         The original Panama is an ingenious pattern with four wings and three hackles, and as a novice flytyer it was so hard to tie that I decided to make a greatly simplified version by just making it wingless, with a body and shoulder hackle only. I actually made two versions as I had two versions of the original French pattern, perhaps representing a male and female. My first own Panama I tied with just one body hackle, a front hackle, and a tail from a few golden pheasant tippets. The second version I tied with a tail of fibres from a pheasant tail feather, ribbed the body with silk and a hackle, and used two different hackles in front. Both flies turned out a little different but I named them both the ‘Dutch Panama’, as they were still copies of the French patterns. I fished them very successfully for rudd, roach and ide in Dutch waters, and I caught lots of grayling in Sweden, Finland and Norway. I lost track of my Dutch Panama (and many other of my earliest shoulder hackled flies) once I started to use parachute flies in the early 80s which, as it turned out, were far more effective because they prevented grayling with their unique feeding style from pushing the fly away in the take.

         
            
[image: ]Dutch Panama (version 1)26

            

         

         
Tying the Dutch Panama (version 1)


         
            Dressing

            
               
                  

	
Hook: 

            
                           
                           	Daiichi 1180 or 1182 size 10-16



	Thread:
            
                           
                           	Semperfli Classic Waxed Thread 8/0, black



	Tail:
            
                           
                           	Golden pheasant tippets



	
Rear body:

            
                           
                           	Peacock herl



	Ribbing:
            
                           
                           	Natural red cock hackle over the front body



	
Front body:

            
                           
                           	Yellow or light yellow floss



	
Front hackle:

            
                           
                           	Natural reddish-brown cock hackle






            

            Note: If you take a very high quality and long hackle you can skip the front hackle by using the same one as for the ribbing like I do. You also can use Semperfli black Straggle String as substitute for the peacock butt or rear body.

         

         
Tying Steps


         
            
               
[image: ]1 Place hook in the vice and wrap thread onto the hook shank from about 2mm behind the eye to the start of the hook bend and wrap back about ⅓ of the hook shank.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]2 Select a nice bunch of gold pheasant tippet fibres and tie them in as tail. The tail length should be minimal equal to that of the hook shank.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]3 P ick a high quality strand of peacock herl and secure it on the hook shank.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]427 Wrap the peacock around the tying thread and wrap the herl forward in touching turns until ⅓ of hook shank is covered.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]5 Select a nice, long, good quality hackle. Pull off the fibres at one side and tie in your body hackle at its tip.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]6 Tie in your floss. I like most classic floss but also Semperfli yellow or cream colours.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]7 Wrap a nice body with your floss. Cut off surplus and be sure that you leave at least 2mm free from the eye of the hook.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]8 Now wrap the body hackle forward as ribbing and make three or four extra turns in front, secure hackle, and cut off.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]9 Whip finish and varnish.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]10 Completed fly.28

               

            

         

         
            
[image: ]Fishing in the Dolomites in Italy while trying the Dutch Panama (version 2) 29

            

         

         
            
[image: ]Dutch Panama (version 2)

            

         

         
            
[image: ]Beautiful Bosnia trout caught with the Dutch Panama (version 1) 30

            

         

         
Tying the Dutch Panama (version 2)


         
            Dressing

            
               
                  

	Hook:
            
                           
                           	Daiichi 1280 size 10-16



	Thread:
            
                           
                           	Semperfli classic waxed thread 8/0, black



	Tail:
            
                           
                           	A little bunch of pheasant tail fibres



	Tag:
            
                           
                           	Semperfli black floss



	Ribbing:
            
                           
                           	Semperfli black floss



	Body:
            
                           
                           	Natural raffia



	
Body hackle:

            
                           
                           	Brown cock hackle



	
Shoulder hackle:

            
                           
                           	Natural reddish-brown cock hackle



	
Front hackle:

            
                           
                           	A longer partridge feather picked from the side or mallard hackle as substitute






            

         

         
Tying Steps


         
            
               
[image: ]1 Place hook in the vice and wrap thread onto the hook shank from about 3mm behind the eye to the start of the hook bend and back again.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]2 Cut out six to eight fibres from a male pheasant tail feather and tie them in at the tail end. The tail length should be at least equal to the length of the hook shank.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]3 Tie in a piece of black floss silk.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]4 Wrap your butt or tag about 3mm wide. Don’t cut the silk as you will also need it for ribbing. 31

               

            

            
               
[image: ]5 Select a nice long hackle, pull off the fibres from one side, and tie it in as your body hackle at its tip.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]5a Take a small strip from your natural raffia. Don’t use synthetic! I store it between the pages of a book. It will split easily.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]6 Wet the natural raffia first before you start working with it, and then tie it in.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]7 Wrap a nice body with the raffia. Cut off surplus and be sure that you leave at least 3mm free from the eye of the hook.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]8 Wrap your floss as ribbing, secure and cut off.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]9 Wrap the body hackle forward by letting it follow the black silk ribbing, secure and cut off surplus.32

               

            

            
               
[image: ]10 Tie in a reddish-brown shoulder hackle with fibres a little longer as the body hackle.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]11 Wrap the shoulder hackle until you have a filled-up collar, secure and tie off but don’t cut your thread. (Keep space in front)

               

            

            
               
[image: ]12 Tie in the front hackle of partridge or mallard.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]13 Make two full turns, secure, and cut off surplus.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]14 Whip finish and varnish.

               

            

            
               
[image: ]15 Completed fly.33

               

            

         

         
            
[image: ]I can’t finish this chapter without including a reasonable copy of the original French Panama
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