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Physical Characteristics of the West Highland White Terrier


(from the American Kennel Club standard)


Head: Shaped to present a round appearance from the front. Should be in proportion to the body.


Eyes: Widely set apart, medium in size, almond shaped, dark brown in color, deep set, sharp and intelligent.


Ears: Small, carried tightly erect, set wide apart, on the top outer edge of the skull. They terminate in a sharp point, and must never be cropped.
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Neck: Muscular and well set on sloping shoulders.


Skull: Broad, slightly longer than the muzzle, not flat on top but slightly domed between the ears. It gradually tapers to the eyes. There is a defined stop.


Muzzle: Blunt, slightly shorter than the skull, powerful and gradually tapering to the nose, which is large and black.


Forequarters: Shoulder blades are well laid back and well knit at the backbone. Forelegs are muscular and well boned, relatively short. The legs are reasonably straight, and thickly covered with short hard hair. Forefeet are larger than the hind ones, are round, proportionate in size.


Body: Compact and of good substance. Chest very deep and extending to the elbows, with breadth in proportion to the size of the dog. Loin short, broad and strong.


TaIl: Relatively short, with good substance, and shaped like a carrot. It is covered with hard hair without feather, as straight as possible, carried gaily.


Coat: Must be double-coated. The outer coat consists of straight hard white hair, about 2 inches long, with shorter coat on neck and shoulders. The ideal coat is hard, straight and white.


Hindquarters: Thighs are very muscular, well angulated, not set wide apart, with hocks well bent, short, and parallel when viewed from the rear. Rear legs are muscular and relatively short and sinewy.


Color: The color is white, as defined by the breed’s name.


Size: The ideal size is 11 inches at the withers for dogs and 10 inches for bitches.
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The early forebears of our West Highland White Terriers, from Scotland, were in the backgrounds of other terrier breeds as well. Today’s breed possesses a look and character all its own.
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MEET THE WEST HIGHLAND WHITE TERRIER


The West Highland White Terrier! His name says much. A terrier, therefore a breed of earth dog. White! A white dog, neither black, brown nor brindle. And he hails from the West Highlands, surely the little fellow is from Scotland, where the countryside is rugged, the brogues thick and the dogs courageous.


This book will give you the history, characteristics and description of the Westie. You will also learn about puppy care, training and the health of the breed. In the color photographs, you will see that the Westie is cute as a button and a wonderful companion. This may not be the dog for everyone, as terriers are active, busy dogs and this breed has a white coat to keep up. However, if you like a plucky, lively dog, one that will be a devoted family member, this may be the dog for you. And, as is true with most other breeds, once you give your heart and home to a Westie, you will remain a devotee to the breed for a lifetime.
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An early representative of the West Highland White Terrier, Eng. Ch. Place more Prosperity, owned by Mrs. Allow.


HISTORY OF THE WHITE TERRIER


In the history of dogs, the West Highland White Terrier is not an ancient breed; however, its official beginnings, which trace back to the late 1800s, place it among one of the older breeds recognized in the world of pure-bred dogs.




A DELICATE BALANCE


Since dogs have been inbred for centuries, their physical and mental characteristics are constantly being changed to suit man’s desires for hunting, retrieving, scenting, guarding and warming their master’s laps. During the past 150 years, dogs have been judged according to physical characteristics as well as functional abilities. Few breeds can boast a genuine balance between physique, working ability and temperament.
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Three typical representatives of early Westies from the original Scottish stock: Col. Malcolm’s Boidheach, the Countess of Aberdeen’s Eng. Ch. Cromar Snowflake and Col. Malcolm’s Doichioll II.


The West Highland White Terrier belongs to the group of dogs known as terriers, from the Latin word terra, meaning earth. The terrier is a dog that has been bred to work beneath the ground to drive out small and large vermin, rodents and other animals that can be a nuisance to country living.


All of the dogs in the Terrier Group originated in the British Isles with the notable exception of the Miniature Schnauzer, which derived from Germany. Many of the terrier breeds were derived from a similar ancestor and, as recently as the mid-1800s, the terriers fell roughly into two basic categories: the rough-coated, short-legged dogs of Scotland and the longer legged, smooth-coated dogs of England.


The family of Scotch Terriers—those bred in Scotland—divide themselves into the modern Scottish Terrier, the West Highland White Terrier, the Cairn Terrier and the Skye Terrier. In the early 1800s, dogs referred to as the Scotch Terrier could be any of the first three breeds mentioned. Interbreeding was common among these breeds and all three breed types could come from the same litter.


As breeders started exhibiting at dog shows, it was realized that there must be more uniformity within the breed, i.e., all pups in a litter should look alike as well as be of the same type as their sire and dam.


The Westie’s history is better known than the background of some of the other terriers, where the history is often a bit murky and convoluted. In the early 1800s, the Malcolm family of Poltalloch in Argyllshire kept a group of small white dogs. As with all terrier breeders, these dogs were bred for working and not for the show ring. “Unless they were fit and game for the purpose, their heads were not kept long out of the huge butt of water in the stable yard.” Those who bred and kept dogs had a specific purpose of work for their particular dog—long legs for speed, short legs for going to ground double coats for protection against the elements, etc.




TOP SHOW WESTIES


Prestigious wins by the West Highland White Terrier: Ch. Wolvey Pattern of Edgerstoune, owned by Marion Eppley, was Best in Show at Westminster Kennel Club in New York City in 1942. Barbara Worcester Keenan’s Ch. Elfinbrook Simon was Best in Show at Westminster in 1962. Ch. Ardenrun Andsome of Purston, owned by Dr. Alvaro Hunt, was Best in Show at the Montgomery County Kennel Club’s all-terrier show in the U.S. in 1976. Mrs. K. Newstead’s Eng. Ch. Dianthus Buttons won Best in Show at Crufts in England in 1976. Derek and Joan Tattersall’s Eng. Ch. Olac Moonpilot was Best in Show at Crufts in 1990.
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At the turn of the 20th century, Eng. Ch. Brean Glunyiema, owned by Mrs. Innes, was considered an ideal Westie of the day.


It is written that the Malcolm clan preferred the white terrier due to a hunting accident in which their favorite sandy-colored dog was mistaken for a fox and shot. After that, they kept only cream or white terriers for breeding. While some breeders of terriers destroyed their white puppies, as they felt that they were not as hardy as the colored dogs, the Malcolms felt that the white dogs were as courageous and feisty as the colored ones and proved that the white dog was as able a terrier as any other.


In the mid-1800s, there were other strains of white terriers, in the Highlands. The Roseneath, bred by gamekeeper George Duke, who was on the staff of the Argyll estates, is in the background of the Cairn Terrier. The Pittenweem Terrier, which was regarded as the White Scottish Terrier, was a strain that died out fairly early. Sir Malcolm did not care for either the Roseneaths or the Pittenweems and refused to allow any of his dogs to be crossed with these strains. The Poltalloch dogs of the Malcolms were the white strain that moved forward, bred true and became the foundation of the modern breed. Colonel Sir Ian Malcolm, with his white Poltalloch Terriers, is considered to be the father of the breed, in addition to having given the breed its official name, the West Highland White Terrier.
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The term Scotch Terrier could refer to any of the terriers of Scotland, the family of dogs to which the Scottish Terrier belongs.


An early description of these terriers was written by a Captain Mackie and published in Gray’s Dogs of Scotland in 1891: “The Poltalloch Whites weighs from 16–20 lb. with a determined varminty look about them. They are very active, with a linty-white type of coat, and well-knit together. The coat is hard and bristly, from an inch to two and a half inches in length except on the head and muzzle where it is short, hard and wiry. The head is long, nose broad, the teeth extremely large for so small a dog. The ears are pricked and covered in a short velvety coat. The tail is well-set, slightly curved and carried gaily. I have had the breed and know what they are fit for and may add that no water was ever too cold and no earth ever too deep for them.” The same description fits the breed quite well today.


In the early dog shows, terriers were often shown under the classification of Scotch Terriers and often there would be quite a variety of types in this class. In 1904 the Scottish Kennel Club held the first class for the West Highland White Terrier and in the same year the West Highland White Terrier Club of Scotland was founded with the Duke of Argyll serving as the first president.
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Designed to pursue badgers and otters, the Sealyham Terrier was created in the mid-1900s. The West Highland White Terrier is believed to have been used in the creation of the Sealyham Terrier.
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The Cairn Terrier, also of Scotland, differs from today’s West Highland White Terrier in color and structure, to an extent.


In 1907 the first championship for the breed was won and 141 Westies were registered in Scotland. In the same year Crufts held classes for the breed and the West Highland White Terrier Club of England was formed. The breed grew rapidly after this and, prior to World War I, 3,947 Westies had been registered and 27 became champions of record.


Some early prominent names in the breed were Holland Buckley and his daughter of the Scotia Kennels, Mrs. B. Lucas of the Highclere Kennels and Mrs. Cyril (May) Pacey of the Wolvey Kennels. The Wolvey Kennels became very well known and eventually produced an impressive 58 champions. By 1916, all dog shows ceased in the British Isles with the onset of World War I. Breeding was greatly curtailed because of the difficulty in finding food due to the strict food-rationing laws. Many breeders had to put down dogs and Mrs. Pacey herself had to destroy 15 dogs. Most breeders tried to retain a few dogs in order to keep going, and breeding was allowed again in 1919. By 1920, dog shows resumed and five championships were won that year.
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Col. Malcolm’s Sonny and Sarah were typical of the Westie during the early days of the breed’s development.




CANINE DERIVATION


Dogs and wolves are members of the genus Canis. Wolves are known scientifically as Canis lupus while dogs are known as Canis domesticus. Dogs and wolves are known to interbreed. The term canine derives from the Latin derived word Canis. The term dog has no scientific basis but has been used for thousands of years. The origin of the word dog has never been authoritatively ascertained.
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Mrs. Pacey continued her excellent breeding program and at the time of her death in 1963, 25% of all recorded champions carried the Wolvey prefix. She was well known as a breeder and many of her dogs found their way to the Scandinavian countries as well as to other Continental countries.


Many outstanding dogs were bred between 1920 and 1940 in England and it was also during this period that professional handlers started showing Westies. The handlers, with their expertise with the stripping knife, started smartening up the little dogs. Owner-handlers followed suit with their grooming in order to keep up with the competition and the Westie eventually took on a “smart” look rather than the prior “working” look that the breed had in its earlier years.


CROSSING THE ATLANTIC


WESTIES IN THE UNITED STATES
 

In the early 1900s the white dogs that had been brought to the United States were registered as Roseneath Terriers and, in 1906, five were entered at the Westminster Kennel Club dog show under that classification.


Virginia Murray is generally credited with bringing the first West Highland White Terrier to the United States in 1907, and she became a dominant force in the breed for many years. In 1909 the breed was recognized by the American Kennel Club, and the West Highland White Terrier Club of America was admitted to AKC membership in September of that year.


The United States has always had a very dedicated group of Westie fanciers who not only have bred a number of fine Westies but also have imported top dogs from England who have won top honors at the shows. More importantly, these English imports have produced American offspring who have continued to do well in the ring and for breeding programs.




THE WHITE SCOTTIE


Contrary to what many believe, (“Is that a white or a black Scottie?”) the two dogs on the Scotch bottle are the Scottish Terrier and the West Highland White Terrier. The Scottie has a long muzzle with longer ears placed high on his head; the Westie has a short, broad muzzle with smaller ears. The Scottish Terrier is a much heavier boned and heavier bodied dog than is the Westie.
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In the late 1920s, Edgerstoune Kennels, owned by Mrs. John Winant (later Mrs. Marion Eppley), thrived until the 1950s, producing over 40 champions. Mrs. Eppley imported many fine dogs from England, including the great Ch. Wolvey Pattern of Edgerstoune. John Marvin noted in his book The Complete West Highland White Terrier that Mrs. Eppley had “an astute ability to pick a winner at home or abroad.” Some years ago, she judged a show in England and placed a Westie bitch Best in Show. Immediately after the judging, she bought the bitch and brought her back to America. The acquisition was Ch. Wolvey Pattern of Edgerstoune, who went Best in Show at Westminster (1942).
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The famous drawing by Sir Edwin Landseer (1839), showing a West Highland White Terrier along with other sporting dogs.
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In the 1920s a famous German breeder, Mrs. Binzwanger, brought the West Highland White Terrier to southern Germany (Bavaria) where they were successful in ratting. She showed her dogs regularly at German dog shows.


Years later, the same situation was repeated. Again in England, Mrs. Eppley placed a Scottish Terrier Best in Show and then bought the dog. Ch. Walsing Winning Trick of Edgerstoune emulated Pattern and also gained the pinnacle at Westminster (1950).


Mrs. John Marvin bred three Best in Show Westies, a wonderful accomplishment for any breeder, and she has been active in the dog show scene for over half a century. Her husband John Marvin was a well-known terrier writer and both Marvins were judges of many breeds. John and Bea loved England and made yearly trips to the British Isles, watching the judging, looking over the dogs, searching out dog books and visiting with their many friends.


Wishing Well Kennels, started by Mrs. Florence Worcester and her daughter Barbara Keenan, began about 1950. Barbara purchased her first Westie at the age of 13 from Mrs. Winant of Edgerstoune Kennels. In 1954, she imported Ch. Cruben Dexter, who became a leading sire as well as a Best in Show dog. Her import, Ch. Elfinbrook Simon, not fully appreciated in his home country, went Best in Show at Westminster in 1962 and added 26 more Bests in Show to his name in addition to being an influence as a sire in the breed. Dogs and bitches from this kennel have been a force in the Westie world in America for many years. Mrs. Keenan is also a very well-known judge.


Naomi and Jim Eberhardt were active breeders and exhibitors for many years. They have had approximately 75 American Westie champions and have been active in the breed club, and both judge numerous breeds. Many years ago I attended my first Montgomery County show in Pennsylvania and the weather was very cold and wet. (I have since learned that these can be the prevalent weather conditions for this show, similar to most of the shows in England.) Mr. Eberhardt gave me some wonderful little handwarmers that campers used. I put them in my pocket and thought that he had saved my day, in addition to probably saving my life! Of course, I admired Mr. Eberhardt for having these clever devices and for being smart enough to bring them to a dog show.




PROOF IN OIL


Records dating back to James I (1566-1675) note that he requested that “6 little white earth dogs from Argyllshire be sent to the King of France as a gift.” Are these the ancestors of the modern Westie? Sir Edwin Landseer’s “Dignity and Impudence,” 1839, shows a hound and a small white terrier that is undoubtedly a West Highland White Terrier.





[image: image]


Miss Genevieve Tobin, a famous movie star of her day, and her smiling West Highland White Terrier named Punch. Miss Tobin was very influential in the popularization of the breed.


There have been many active breeders of Westies in America, and books authored by John Marvin and Anna Katherine Nicholas give extensive history of the breed in the U.S.


WESTIES IN CANADA


In Canada the first Westie registered was a bitch in 1909. Victor Blochin, Bencruachan Kennels, owned the first group-winning Westie in Canada. He bred from the 1930s to the 1950s and his dogs are found in the background of many Canadian kennels, including the kennel of Mrs. J. H. Daniell-Jenkins.
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A West Highland White bitch and her puppies, photographed in the 1920s. Note the considerable similarities in type between this dam and many of today’s Westies.


Mr. and Mrs. Daniell-Jenkins’ Kennels of The Rouge was a very active kennel, founded in 1948. Mrs. Jenkins worked closely with Mrs. B. G. Frame of the Wiston Kennels. She was a very busy and popular dog show judge throughout North America, where an exhibitor always knew that she would look over the dog competently and carefully. She passed away in 1992.
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Mrs. Pacey was famous for her Wolvey Kennel, which produced a very uniform variety of Westie. This photograph was taken in 1909, in the first decade of the breed.
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A group of the Poltalloch dogs of Col. Malcolm. From these dogs derive most of the West Highland White Terriers in the world today!


Penny-Belle Scorer has had Westies for most of her life. Mrs. Daniell-Jenkins invited her for a visit to see the Kennels of The Rouge Westies and later Penny-Belle became a member of the West Highland White Terrier Club of England under the auspices of Mrs. Jenkins. Her first import was Ch. Arnholme Almost an Angel, who has more than 20 champion descendants. Her Can. and Am. Ch. Biljon Bisbee finished his title in one week and became Canada’s #2 Westie and #5 Terrier in 1984. In 1985, she imported Brierlaw Blaze a Trail, who became #1 Westie in Canada in 1986, 1987 and 1988. He not only earned his Canadian championship but also added American and Bermuda championships to his name.
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West Highland White Terrier puppies born in America about 1920. The breed grew in popularity on both sides of the Atlantic.


WESTIES AROUND THE WORLD


Westies were first shown in Australia in 1964. During the 1960s dogs were imported from England, including some Wolvey dogs. Australia has a group of dedicated breeders with good dogs and the future of the breed “Down Under” is in good hands.


Westies have become popular in the Scandinavian countries also. Barbro Eklund introduced Westies to her Swedish kennel of Scottish Terriers. In 1962, Birgitta Hasselgren bought her first Westie from Mrs. Eklund and this was the start of the Tweed Kennels. Her Eng. and Swed. Ch. Tweed Tartan Caledonia has sired many Swedish and English champions. Louise Westerberg from Smash Kennels has also produced top winners. Swed. Ch. Smash Scallyway was #3 Terrier in 1989. Swed. Ch. Smash Turbo was the #1 Westie in 1991 and a multiple Best in Show winner.




A FAMILY DIVIDED


The Cairn Terrier and the West Highland White Terrier closely resemble each other. The early Cairn breeders were very careful not to keep Cairn puppies that had any white in their coats and any puppies that did have white were culled at birth.


On the other hand, the breeders of the white terriers made certain that their dogs were completely white. Interbreeding of the two breeds continued until 1917 when the American Kennel Club stated that no Cairn could be registered if there was a Westie cross within the first three generations. The Kennel Club of England followed suit shortly after.
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Almost 100 years ago West Highland Whites and Cairns were used almost exclusively in Scotland as rodent killers. Their owner, Miss Ransford, credited these three hunters with killing 101 rats in six nights!


Westies have been in Finland since the 1930s but the breed became very popular in the 1980s with membership in the Westie club growing to over 400. In the 1960s, Ch. Wolvey Proton was imported by Marita Palmo and her name appears in many pedigrees, even up to the 1980s. Registrations reached record numbers in the 1970s but registrations began to decline in the 1980s. Once again in the 1990s, the breed flourished with many active and dedicated breeders.
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West Highland White Terriers are vivacious and intelligent, as is confirmed by the expressions on the faces of these dogs.


In Norway, the first Westie was imported from England in 1931. In 1984, Olac Moon Falcon was imported and became a multiple group and Best in Show winner. The Norwegian Westie Club, an unofficial club, has over 175 members and well over 200 registrations. Although the numbers are still small, the breed is increasing in popularity.
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