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I am the eldest daughter of Balbir Bhujhangy, Satty Bilan. I am not a professional writer or editor but wanted to help my dad write the main chapters of his life. This biography is not meant to be an extensive review of his life even though my father had many interesting stories about the music industry, his fellow musicians, his family members as well as those that betrayed him during his journey. We have kept it brief on purpose, but we may expand on certain chapters in the near future.

Thank you all for the support you have given my father for the past 55 years, he is a very kind and humble man who is passionate about his music and very professional. I wish him a long, healthy and happy life. He is our best friend!

Please submit any feedback or comments to:

Email: info@bhujhangy.com
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I dedicate this book to my wife, our children, and our grandchildren. I hope to pass on my legacy, hard work and determination to future generations. I would also like to thank my wife, Amarjit Kaur, for all her love and support throughout our 40+ years together.

My life in the UK started with my elder brother, Dalbir Singh, who passed away in 2008. He was my best friend, my singing partner and my everything. He would have been very proud of this book and would have had many memories to share. My eldest brother Gurdeep Singh, recently passed away in 2021, he was my rock, was always so happy and proud of the songs I released, he will be missed dearly.

Balbir Singh Khanpur Bhujhangy

Started singing in the UK in 1964

Lead singer & owner of Bhujhangy Group since 1967

Trademark copyright
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Balbir & Brother Gurdeep
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Balbir & Brother Dalbir


	

Balbir Singh Khanpur Guinness World Records


[image: image]




We are pleased and honoured to announce Balbir Bhujhangy, ‘Bhujhangy Group UK’ has been entered into the 2021 edition of the Guinness Book of World Records for ‘Continuously performing as Bhujhangy, longest running band in the UK, for the past 54 years’.

A big thank you to the 350+ musicians that have played with Balbir Bhujhangy for the past 54 years as part of the Bhujhangy family.

Balbir has continuously sang as Bhujhangy for the past 54 years, 41 of those years were with his dear brother who sadly passed away in 2008.

Balbir has been rewarded for his continuous hard work and commitment to the Bhangra Industry, including his vast portfolio of charity work.

Balbir Bhujhangy still continues to perform and promote Bhangra in and outside of the UK to this day and is the only active remaining member of Bhujhangy Group.

www.bhujhangy.com
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Bhujhangy[image: image] & Bhujhangy Group[image: image] are copyright and trademark names registered by the Intellectual Property Office under Balbir Singh

Balbir Singh has been singing and performing every year since 1964 in the UK. The name of the group, ‘Bhujhangy Group’, was established in 1967. Balbir has been performing the longest under the Bhujhangy name, continuously, every year for 54 years, with documented evidence and honoured by the Guinness Book of World Records in 2001, 2005, 2011, 2019 and 2021 for his continuation.
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2001 & 2005
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2011 & 2019
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2021 – awarded as being the only member performing continuously as Bhujhangy for 54 years
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The struggle started in 1947 during the Partition of India. My grandparents were forced to leave their home, their possessions and their land at very short notice. For a lot of our grandparents, this was a familiar story.

There was a sense of fear in my father’s voice whenever he spoke about the past. It seemed to be a scary memory for him. He told us the stories in short bursts but didn’t go into too much detail, but our mother would go into some detail explaining how her family escaped the villages.

My father lived in West Panjab (now known as Pakistan). We had a lot of land and were fairly rich with a good income from our farm produce and a happy family life, but during the partition of India, my grandparents and parents moved to the East Panjab region of India. The partition was a sad and scary time in history for all Panjabi Indian and Muslim families who experienced a vast amount of blood, hatred, murder whilst crossing the lands. The preparation to travel had to be instant, the longer you hesitated, the higher the tensions around the village grew, the longer you waited, the higher the risk that the family would not survive. My family had such a short amount of time to cross the border under a chaotic and inhumane circumstances. They gathered their precious possessions and went on a 5-day journey to the Indian side of the border.

Our family was a Jatt family, which meant that our ancestors were traditional farmers. The caste system in India was based on your occupation, i.e., born into Farmers, carpenters, clothing, singers/musicians, goldsmiths, etc.

My mother told me that our Muslim neighbours helped the Sikh and Hindu families cross the border during the night. They had grown up together and were close friends; it broke their hearts when the partition was declared by the British/Indian Government. She explained how her friends were kidnapped, girls disappeared… All you could hear was crying all around the village. She explained how difficult it was for our Muslim friends to help us escape the village – gangs were trying to burn down houses, hurt and split families and take over the land that wasn’t theirs. It was also happening on the Indian side. However, she explained how they somehow managed to escape and lived without food and water for days, only carrying a few clothes across the border.

My parents lost all their possessions, house, farm and land. They first moved to Lohghar where my grandparents’ extended family lived but had to move to the village Khanpur. The Indian government gave them an ‘equivalent’ plot of land in India in a village called Khanpur. It was disappointing, as there was no house, the farmland was going to take years until something grew in it, they felt deceived but had no-one to complain to. My eldest brother, Gurdeep Singh, was very young at the time he was under 12 years old. I was born a couple years after in the pre-Muslim village of Khanpur. Our family became very poor; we lived in a mud house and had no cattle, no animals and no food. My father took out a loan to feed the family and had to continue rebuilding our home after his parents passed away.
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CERTIFICATE

The longest running bhangra band is 54
years old, and was achieved by Balbir
Singh (UK) of Bhujhangy, who is the
only remaining founding band member,
as of 12 April 2021.
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CERTIFICATE

Bhujhangy, a bhangra band based
in Birmingham (UK) have been recording
bhangra albums and performing
In temples and events since 1967,
Balbir Singh is the only member of the
band's original line up, which was still
performing as of 5 April 2011.
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Bhtujhangy TM® s registered to Balbir Singh as a
Trademark:; it is proven that Balbir has used thisname as a
performer for the past 50 years continuously.

The following trade mark violations are cited in the Trade Marks
Act 1994:

An unauthorized third party utilizes a mark that is identical to
a registered trademark.

creating confusion as to the origin of the goods or services

Unauthorized third party uses an identical or similar trade
mark on goods or services, benefitting from the reputation and
operating to the detriment of theregistered trade mark’s
character.
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