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  Introduction


  Mark Gatiss




  ‘Christmas,’ wrote Charles Dickens’ daughter ‘was always a time which in our home was looked forward to with eagerness and delight. And to my father it was a time dearer than any other part of the year.’




  The sheer power and joy of Dickens’ story – and the restless energy with which it was produced – has ensured that the tale of Ebenezer Scrooge and his ghostly visitors has assumed the quality of myth. It’s also, from its inception, proven incredibly popular to dramatise. So why another version?




  I’ve been obsessed with A Christmas Carol since I was four years old and went to see the Albert Finney film at my local Odeon. Well, my first actual encounter with the story had actually been Carry On Christmas on TV the year before! But I can vividly remember sitting in the red plush (ish) seats of the cinema knowing that this was going to be the real thing. The proper scary story. And being, frankly, terrified in anticipation. The film left a profound impression on me, made even stronger by seeing, in short order, the brilliant Alistair Sim version and Richard Williams’ beautiful short cartoon.




  Something about the story spoke deeply to me, as it has to generation after generation. Its combination of optimism, sentiment, pain and melancholy, all somehow, magically, combined into the perfect Christmas story. Bitter-sweet, indeed, like Christmas itself. When I finally read Dickens’ actual story I was knocked out. Not just by the genuine jollity and warmth (it is a carol after all, divided not into chapters but into staves), but by its sheer power. Righteous anger courses throughout and certain passages – Bob Cratchit breaking down sitting at the bedside of his dead son, the terrifying Children, Ignorance and Want – remain long in the memory. But there’s something else, something which lies at the heart of my adaptation. Because while it’s true to say that this wonderful story in many ways reinvented the traditions of Christmas and the popular appetite for them, it’s also true that its status as a ghost story has been somewhat undervalued.




  There had been ghosts before A Christmas Carol, of course, but being the literary magician that he was, Dickens somehow contrived to concentrate an entire, very English tradition into one story. The doomed and repentant Jacob Marley is the closest we have to a revenant, a spectral visitor returned from the grave, clanking his chains and owing, I would say, a substantial debt to the ghost of Hamlet’s father.




  Christmas Past, is described as a ‘strange figure… like a child but not so like a child as like an old man’, constantly receding and approaching from sight with a blazing light burning from its head. It seems to represent memory itself, blurring and shifting unreliably, stirring up old wounds and old joys.




  Christmas Present is an altogether different proposition, seeming to tap into a more Pagan Christmas: a great substantial, rather terrifying lover of life. A ghost of appetites, sprinkling kindness from its burning torch yet, within its massive frame, also sheltering Mankind’s neglected children, which cling to it for refuge.




  And Christmas Yet to Come, whom Scrooge fears more than all the others, is a dark spectral shape, as unknowable as the future. Often characterised as Death itself, the Ghost actually possesses a very human hand, not a skeletal claw, which ultimately trembles as though moved by Scrooge’s final entreaties.




  These four spectres form the spine of the narrative, taking Scrooge on his epic journey from ‘covetous old sinner’ to the redeemed soul we see at the end. But the story teems with ghosts. The ghosts of regret and lost love, of broken friendships and ignorant mistakes, of heartbreak and loss. In this adaptation, amongst the ‘pleasing terrors’ of an evening spent in spectral company, I hope we will all find our own joys and restored hopes, seeing in Ebenezer Scrooge that it’s never too late.




  There is an old proverb. The best time to plant a tree was twenty years ago. The second best time… is now.




  Merry Christmas!




  

    

  




  




  This adaptation of A Christmas Carol – A Ghost Story by Mark Gatiss was commissioned by Nottingham Playhouse and first performed there on 2 November 2021 (previews from 29 October), with the following cast and creative team:
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  The production transferred to Alexandra Palace Theatre, London, from 26 November 2021, produced by Eleanor Lloyd Productions and Eilene Davidson Productions, with the following changes to the cast and creative team:
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        PAST


      



      	 



      	

        MR GRUB


        MISS GRUB


      

    




    

      	

        YOUNG SCROOGE


      



      	 



      	

        IGNORANCE


      

    




    

      	

        FAN


      



      	 



      	

        WANT


      

    




    

      	

        MR THRUMPHULL


        POSTBOY


      



      	 



      	

        GHOST OF CHRISTMAS


        YET TO COME


      

    




    

      	

        FEZZIWIG


      



      	 



      	

        PLUMCHUTE


      

    




    

      	

        YOUNG MARLEY


      



      	 



      	

        GIPP


      

    




    

      	

        MRS FEZZIWIG


      



      	 



      	

        TOTTERALL


      

    




    

      	

        MR BOUNCER


      



      	 



      	

        OLD JOE


      

    



OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
=]=]~]

AGHRI
CARDL

© " MARK EATISS

i v
t il
/s
S

AGHOST





OEBPS/Images/img.jpg
LOTTERY FUNDED

Supported using public funding by
ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND





OEBPS/Images/pub.jpg





