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Only do what your heart tells you.
source unknown





behind



I am obsessed with the thought of what my nani’s nani


will never know about me    my nani told me my backside


was curved like her nani’s  each cheek a question mark


encased in cotton underwear  once  I wore shorts & i swear


my nanis followed me home with questions like  beta where


are you going alone like this?  what are you wearing?  where


did these flowers come from & who was it kissing you goodbye


at the station? in the only picture I can find  my nani’s nani is wearing


white    facing forwards so there is no way of telling if we are


in fact the same  I know our ovaries are loaded with identical


pointed jewels our bodies losing their softness once a month    don’t they say


that you exist inside your mother    and her mother  and her mother


so I’ve been there  tinily   inside hundreds of tentative wedding night kisses


before me  small tongues waiting to unfurl in each mother’s mouth


in the picture my nani’s nani is smiling like she has discovered an


excellent fruit i wonder what she would think of my head sheared


to kiwifruit newness i am her granddaughter’s granddaughter


this much i know to be true in the pictures my ma is wearing
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