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	In memory of Pedro Teixeira.
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	Immortal!

	Pedro Teixeira distinguished himself in the campaign to expel the French from Maranhão, became notable in the founding of Belém do Pará and immortalized himself in the strategy of the Conquest of the Amazon.
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	Presentation

	On the trail of Carujo's thoughts

	 

	 

	 

	 

	As the author of this work on the History of the Amazon, I have always been very precise when, during the development of its research, I spoke of my effort. At a certain moment, I emphasized that I wished not to repeat the ancient authors, not gratuitously, but because History is not a repository from which one extracts simple knowledge. For me, accustomed to reading and studying the ancient chroniclers, History is mutable, always under construction. Therefore, the historian is not a being frozen in time - they search for life and always create new methodologies for their inquiries.

	 

	Continuing along this line of thought, for me History is the child of Time. It cannot be dissociated from its circumstances, from the context of those who tell the story. The colorful thinking of the author, of the writer, must necessarily permeate the pages of their reports. By this, I mean that the atmosphere of my era, of contemporaneity, will always influence the narrative I will make of past epochs.

	 

	To study the events of the History of the Amazon of old, I did not isolate them from the other events of my own time. It can be concluded, therefore, that I am against anachronisms, that is, I do not allow confusion of dates regarding events and people. This technique prevents a past event from containing ideas that were not part of its time.

	 

	With modesty, I declare that I have been researching the History of the Amazon for 42 years. I am a professional writer and have been publishing books, newspapers, pamphlets, and leaflets since I was 14 years old.

	 

	At 71 years of age, this author accumulates the experience of someone who tirelessly researches our History.

	 

	 

	 

	Author's Preface

	Official History and True Story

	“History is written by the victors”.

	George Orwell

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	In the book "1984" - a work of fiction by George Orwell - political dictators use infidelity to revise History, imposing their conveniences. They describe a conflict between Eurasia and Oceania, in permanent imaginary wars, to keep populations under the control of the "Ministry of Truth."

	 

	Unfortunately, History, as a bundle of traditional information of peoples regarding the past and the evolution of humanity, is not a branch of Science, as is the case with Natural History in Biology. The strongest reason why History cannot be a science, contradicting even great lexicographers like Aurélio Buarque de Holanda, is that, often, it is told from the viewpoint of the victors. Thus, the past escapes through the cracks of memory, from what really happened, and gives way to orally transmitted traditions tendentiously chosen by the powerful and to documentary manipulations.

	 

	The so-called "historical errors" are argumentative setups to falsify data, create sensational news, reverse events, and denigrate images. We have examples of this in the notorious cases of Galileo Galilei, Joan of Arc, Giordano Bruno, and Tiradentes.

	 

	When I read about Galileo's trial by the Church, I didn't know that the references I consulted were apocryphal. The need to seek the truth for my book on Freemasonry, "Pact of Power," led me to first-hand historical sources since, until then, I had only known the case through controversy. I discovered that the master of astronomy was never tortured, was not convicted of heresy, and did not die in prison, as was falsely claimed. The supposed disdain of the Church, which "did not give him burial," conflicts with his full individual freedom because after the "trial" he went to live in a castle with a pension of 100 ducats paid by the Pope. No agnostic receives, as he did from the Vatican, the apostolic blessing on his deathbed.

	 

	The renowned martyr Joan of Arc had her political imprisonment decreed by King Henry of England, who hired Bishop Cauchon, a refugee, who joined other clergy sold to the English, for an unauthorized trial by the Church. The Church and the papacy were completely unaware of this trial. Bishop Cauchon, a known trafficker of sacred goods, did not have the credentials of the Church. Joan of Arc died publicly proclaiming her submission to the pope. Pope Callixtus II, five years after Joan's death, declared the process to which she was unjustly subjected "full of deceit, slander, injustice, contradiction, and violations of rights."

	 

	The Dominican Giordano Bruno was morally corrupt and openly heretical, according to Catholic historians. Some years after his ordination, he deserted the order and became a Calvinist. He declared himself, in his writings, an enemy of the Pope and Christianity. That's why he was burned at the stake after a trial by the Inquisition Tribunal. The accusations for which he was convicted include, among other crimes, desertion, apostasy, heresy, and murder. The monument erected to him in Naples was authored by anticlerical militants, which has a parallel in Russia, where a monument was built in honor of Judas Iscariot.

	 

	In my research, also for the book "Pact of Power," I discovered that the image of Tiradentes is false. That long-haired hero, with long beards, resembling Jesus, never existed. It is documented that prisoners were prohibited from having long hair and unshaven beards at that time. Furthermore, Ensign José Joaquim, being in the Military Police, should have kept his hair short and his beard shaved. Documents also reveal that razors and a mirror were found in his residence.

	 

	Even in the face of historical evidence, it is not easy for ordinary people to change the stories told by manipulators, by propaganda agents, which have served as sources for many unwitting historians.

	 

	In the composition of this book - "The Conquest of the Amazon" - I engaged in debates with my own sources, dissecting them in search of truth, isolating the forgeries. The main targets of my criticisms were popular accounts that did not find support in the collected documentation. An example of this is Pedro Teixeira's route in the conquest of the Amazon, his starting point in Pará, and the variation in the human contingent displaced by his expedition. In this sense, I deeply desire that my production becomes an important legacy for the History of the Amazon itself.

	 

	I designed the set of my writings in this area to surpass ordinary historical research. I have endeavored to delve not only into contemporary historical debates but also into the fields of criminology, psychoanalysis, mythology, genealogy, heraldry, Jewish heritage, and biobibliographical research.

	 

	However, I don't like being labeled a journalist. I am of the opinion that intellectuals in the field of historical research should not be linked to active journalism, dependent on the "agenda," considering that the editorial interests of periodicals fluctuate according to the political game's conveniences. An example of this is the battle of vulgar texts between the two main newspapers in Belém, which have turned into pamphlets of the lowest category in recent years, financed by their political sponsors, in the desperate quest to elect their electoral candidates and then keep them in power.

	 

	The newspapers and magazines of my time are no longer the locus of literary talent dissemination, as in the past. For me, periodical publications are alienating tools, servants of the political world, and vehicles for the manipulation of dubious thought, tools for maintaining control over the masses at any cost, paid misleading propaganda. Fakes, as we would say today.

	 

	I don't want to write an autobiography here, although I have attempted it. But it is important to emphasize at this moment that the texts I have produced may stand out as inciting, perhaps essential, for the renewal of historical research in the Amazon, this time on a larger scale. There are reasons for this, far from vanity.

	 

	I insist on stating as undeniable the future growth in importance of my work in the scope of historical research in the Amazon of Pará. Gradually, my books tend to overshadow all discussions, especially regarding the History of the Municipalities of Pará, because of the novelty they present. This innovation is the understanding that I seek to obtain from the set of this apparently intricate mosaic of the historical evolution of the municipalities of Pará in the volumes already published by this Publisher. Some of this repertoire can already be seen in the chapters of this work.

	 

	An intellectual produces his book, as it is easy to deduce, mirrored in the time in which he lives, logically. He receives the conditioning of the conveniences that surround him. There, highlighted, are the factors of interest, the external influences on his productions. We have, as an example of this fact, the Pará historian Arthur Vianna, one of my great sources, who was a renowned intellectual in his time. Because of this quality, he was "requested" constantly, while serving as director of the Public Archive of Pará between 1899 and 1906, by his friend Senator and Governor of Pará Antônio Lemos, with whom he maintained a "close connection."

	 

	There is no doubt that the works of Arthur Vianna, such as "The Fortifications of the Amazon" (1905), "Points of History of Pará (1898)," "Studies on Pará

	 

	 (1899-1901)," and "Historical News" (in O Pará de 1900), are very important for historiography. But it is also important to always contextualize the moment of the production of each of his works and for whom the author produced them.

	 

	The pharmacist and public servant Vianna could not write with total neutrality because he was linked to politicians such as Antônio Lemos and Augusto Montenegro, his employers in public service.

	 

	Thus, we also have other historians of Pará consulted by me, such as the artist Theodoro Braga, the journalist Ernesto Cruz, and the "reporter" Carlos Rocque - public servants in the performance of their duty who "defend" in their works a one-sided interpretation of historical facts because they each serve the requirements of their respective sponsors.

	 

	I am also tied to my own social context, to the political reality of my city and my state. If Arthur Vianna and the other authors, in their respective times, had their own interests and anchors when delineating historical representations, and they were marked by similar contingencies, what can my readers say about what I write?

	 

	Just as it is important to analyze the works of any author, taking into account the place from which he develops his work, to fully understand his choices, you must understand my writings in this particular way.

	 

	There is a key to this interpretation: chronology. No one can discuss my history books without emphasizing the importance of the chronology in which they arrange the facts. My books related to History are not devoid of critical analysis of the topics covered. I do not glorify great deeds, nor men or institutions just for the convenience of sponsors, for proselytism, or utopian idealism.

	 

	Another factor that weighs in my production is the editorial approach to publication. The detachment and renunciation that I make from the world of the publishing industry, without seeking the official cultural circuit, keeping my books restricted to small print runs and now in self-publications, makes it clear that the intention with which I composed each work was not only to faithfully recover but also to solidify the past, to reconnect with authentic origins, without commercial, political, or institutional commitment. I used the complicity of the Cultural Project, inaugurated in 2001, which I used exclusively for 14 years for the publication of my writings. This "backyard" publisher stood out for its artisanal, alternative production, with low costs, with a catalog containing hundreds of titles in audio, paperback, pamphlet, CD-ROM, and video.

	 

	Even though I interpret the facts to give shape to the past, I do not take this task to the extreme of representations and usurpative appropriations of hired writers. I endeavored to construct a historical reading based on social dynamics. I took care to stir up conflicts by appending ideas when they appeared perfect to me, seeking to consolidate them and direct them towards future historiographical interpretations of the Amazon. That is why I disapprove of creating an "official history" that, in the past, was financed and maintained by kings, princes, presidents, governors, and mayors.

	 

	The search for the process of consolidating the past has to do with the truth. This cannot be pursued by government entities or by public servants paid for it. Any of these opportunistic formulas diverges from the responsibility to which historical narrative should be directed; it constitutes cultural fraud.

	 

	I know mayors who "sponsored" the making of the histories of their municipalities and writers who only produce reports about cities sponsored by public funds. I don't see the crime, although it may exist in some cases, but I put these writings in the realm of suspicion. I don't completely dismiss these books as sources until I obtain reliable parameters that validate each of their theses. Sometimes I have cited them.

	 

	But I prefer to collect from direct sources such as official documents, minutes, laws, ordinances, registry records, personal testimonies, reports, photographs... For the recovery of dates, the press serves better than for obtaining narrative fidelity. In the latter case, one must always seek the opposing party's version to recognize the patterns of truth, as in the case of the Religious Question in Pará, between the newspapers "O Pelicano" and "A Sentinela," which can be seen in my book PACTO DE PODER. In this sense, the example of political clashes in recent years, for the possession of the Government, channeled through the newspapers "O Liberal" and "Diário do Pará," in Belém, makes the reports useless for serious researchers.

	 

	We cannot collect knowledge about the past from historical sources forged by accommodation to political conveniences, nor to financial funds, nor to "paid articles." Sources cannot be selected to cause vanity flattery, to exalt sensitivities, or even as a way to project the investors of the editorial production project in advertising.

	 

	Many compiled accounts of supposed historical discoveries have been accepted as true but are nothing more than domestic tales.

	 

	History cannot be the convergence point for everything false and trivial. A cultural, economic, and political roadmap of a municipality, a state, a country, cannot be manipulated by those in power. But this practice is not new. What is surprising about this artifice adopted by writers in collusion with rulers is that the gestation of the distorted reading of history lurks in the Amazon with a perfidious gaze. What these supposed intellectuals actually constructed, based on false individual memory, was a belief in representation that hides the facts experienced by the people who have passed away, even heroes, constituting a true vilification.

	 

	However, works like that of the historian and former director of the Royal Geographical Society of London, John Hemming, surprise us. In his monumental work "Red Gold," Hemming extensively traces the history of the Indians in the Portuguese colony, from the Letter of Pero Vaz de Caminha in 1500 to 1760 when six hundred Jesuits are expelled from the settlements, a moment of transition in indigenous history in Brazil. He collected texts from chroniclers, missionaries, adventurers, and scholars and based on them, describes the violence practiced against the natives of Pará. In the preface, John already anticipates the conclusion of his study that the Indians were "annihilated" and "decimated," that courage and war tactics were "nullified," that they have "almost been condemned to extinction," and today they are "reduced to a pathetic minority."

	 

	It is necessary to break the boundaries of research that accommodates physical libraries, that depends on astronomical funding, especially when one has to travel to the National Library of Rio de Janeiro, or to European museums, or even to the Torre do Tombo, to cite just a few examples.

	 

	A spectacular series of rare documents, including manuscripts, can be found today, digitized in high quality. Old newspapers can be "handled" at the Brazilian Digital Hemeroteca at hemerotecadigital.bn.br. On websites like digitarq.arquivos.pt, the Torre do Tombo in Portugal becomes accessible with a collection of untouched historical

	 

	 documents related to the Amazon that can be consulted in facsimiles.

	 

	The Association of Friends of the Torre do Tombo in Portugal has been dedicated to converting microfilms into digital format and making them available on the Internet, through digitarq.dgarq.gov.pt. Documents from the Overseas Historical Archive, whose collection includes 16 km of documents from Portuguese overseas administration organizations, which operated between the mid-17th century and the year 1975, can be found at iict.pt.

	 

	Rare books, documents written by the hands of nobles, chronicles of nobles, and codices, all digitized, can be accessed in full, in considerable numbers, on Google Books. Research on the History of the Amazon has a watershed moment that is global accessibility via the Internet.

	 

	Therefore, revision would be the most important role of the modern historian, academic or professional. The consolidation of events can be done from a different, true perspective, dissociated from the production of past generations of supposedly "school" Amazonian intellectuals. The conflict between official history and true history can be resolved through negotiation between "official memory" and the historical heritage itself attested by documents.

	 

	Today, especially as we experience the 190 years of Cabanagem, in this year of 2023, and also the 409 years of the founding of Belém, it is important that the history of Pará Amazon continues to be discussed by artists, chroniclers, journalists, and historians, but in a detached way. I remember that until the eve of the celebration of the 390 years of the city of Belém, in 2006, scholars had not yet reached a consensus on the exact day of the arrival of Francisco Caldeira Castelo Banco in the Pará territory and even on the date of the founding of the city.

	 

	Carlos Araujo Carujo

	February 2024.

	410th Year of the Foundation of Belém.

	191 years since the Taking of the City of Belém and the establishment of the Cabano Government.



	




	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	FIRST PART

	The Conquest of the Amazon

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	Introduction

	The Colonial Administration
 

	 

	 

	 

	The Conquest of the Amazon, by the Portuguese, spanned more than 200 years of struggle, with episodes of determination and courage. A saga of detachment, of countless sacrifices, marked the intentions of men, women and children, whites, blacks and especially Indians. They overcame all the challenges in the gigantic task of exploring such a large and unknown territory. This epic makes all Brazilians proud.

	 

	The fights to explore the Amazon, with Portuguese and Brazilian allies, necessitated the establishment of military fortifications. After the arrival of religious missions and civilian settlements, foreigners would have to be definitively expelled by the military. These campaigns constituted a rediscovery of Brazil, with the mapping of geographical features in particular and the topography of the entire territory of Pará and the Amazon.

	 

	The 15th Century was coming to an end and the world bowed to two military and commercial superpowers: Portugal and Spain. They aimed to conquer the world, but to avoid conflict between themselves, they accepted the intermediation of the Catholic Church to conclude a political agreement called the Treaty of Tordesillas. The imaginary line, dividing the known and unknown world, would cover Africa and the Americas. Much of the land in the Brazilian Amazon, as we know it today, was Spanish possession.

	 

	The Spanish preceded the Portuguese in the conquest of the Amazon, by right, with the travels of Francisco Orellana, who discovered the Amazon. The Spanish navigator discovered the source of this great river, in the Andes, going to its mouth, in an adventure that took place in the years 1540 and 1541.

	 

	The fantastic narratives of the ship's chronicler, from the Orellana squadron, gave news of strange female warriors on the banks of the Rio-sea. They were the Amazons, who did not have the right breast, because they removed it in order to better wield the bow. The name of these women – Amazonas – gave rise to the toponym of the river discovered by the Spanish and the entire immense region surrounding it.

	 

	The decrease in the number of Spanish missions per year, the lack of interest in territorial occupation that was gradually taking shape, were factors encouraging French explorers in their military invasions. These tried to establish Equinoctial France in Northern Brazil.

	 

	This boldness by the French, who had already firmly established themselves in Maranhão, would inevitably result in an armed response from Portugal. First, they were expelled from São Luiz, then they were forced to retreat from the Amazon in the face of Portuguese military consolidation, from what would become the city of Belém. Francisco Caldeira Castelo Branco was sent to the Northern mission, who installed, in 1616, the Forte do Nativity scene, which gave rise to the current capital of Pará. At that moment, in the place initially called Feliz Lusitânia, the great Brazilian Amazon began to be born.

	 

	From 1580 onwards, the treaties, which gave rise to the union of the two Iberian Crowns, became a dead letter. As Tordesillas divided the lands between the two kingdoms, and in fact there was only one sovereign, the King of Spain, all the lands belonged to him. In this way, the Portuguese, astutely, expanded their land occupations in America further to the West.

	 

	During this period of conquest, two expeditions, that of Pedro Teixeira and that of Raposo Tavares, undertook great heroic actions in the interior of the Amazon.
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