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Physical Characteristics of the Parson Russell Terrier


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Strong and in good proportion to the rest of the body, so the appearance of balance is maintained. Skull—Flat and fairly broad between the ears, narrowing slightly to the eyes. The stop is well defined but not prominent.


Eyes: Almond shaped, dark in color, moderate in size, not protruding. Dark rims are desirable.


Muzzle: Length from nose to stop is slightly shorter than the distance from stop to occiput.
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Chest: Narrow and of moderate depth, giving an athletic rather than heavily-chested appearance; must be flexible and compressible.


Shoulders: Long and sloping, well laid back, cleanly cut at the withers. The shoulder blade and upper arm are of approximately the same length; forelegs are placed well under the dog.


Forelegs: Strong and straight with good bone. Joints turn neither in nor out.


Elbows: Hang perpendicular to the body, working free of the sides.


Color: White, white with black or tan markings, or a combination of these, tri-color. Colors are clear. Markings are preferably confined to the head and root of tail.


Ears: Button ear. Small “V” shaped drop ears of moderate thickness carried forward close to the head with the tip so as to cover the orifice and pointing toward the eye. Fold is level with the top of the skull or slightly above.


Neck: Clean and muscular, moderately arched, of fair length, gradually widening so as to blend well into the shoulders.


Body: In overall length to height proportion, the dog appears approximately square and balanced. The back is neither short nor long. The back gives no appearance of slackness but is laterally flexible, so that he may turn around in an earth. Tuck-up is moderate.


Topline: Strong, straight, and level in motion, the loin slightly arched.


Tail: Set high, strong, carried gaily but not over the back or curled. Docked so the tip is approximately level to the skull, providing a good handhold.


Hindquarters: Strong and muscular, smoothly molded, with good angulation and bend of stifle. Hocks near the ground, parallel, and driving in action. Feet as in front.


Coat: Smooth—Double-coated. Coarse and weatherproof. Flat but hard, dense and abundant, belly and undersides of thighs are not bare. Broken—Double-coated. Coarse and weatherproof. Short, dense undercoat covered with a harsh, straight, tight jacket which lies flat and close to the body and legs.


Size: 12 and 14 inches at the withers. The ideal height of a mature dog is 14 inches at the withers, and bitches 13 inches. The weight of a terrier in hard working condition is usually between 13–17 lbs.


Feet: Round, cat-like, very compact, the pads thick and tough, the toes moderately arched pointing forward, turned neither in nor out.
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The famous silent film star Mary Pickford, starring in a film called Rags, used a Parson Russell Terrier as her supporting actor. She came across some bullies maltreating a dog by tying tins onto its body so it would make noise while running. Miss Rags chased the bullies and adopted the Parson Russell Terrier—which she named Rags, of course.
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“Who you calling, ‘Jack’? That’s ‘Parson’ to you!” This is one little dog with a big attitude and heart.


The Parson Russell Terrier is a sensibly built, bright, very energetic dog that has become very popular on both sides of the Atlantic. His roots are from England and the breeder of note in his background was a parson, as colorful and active a figure as the little dog that he championed. This is a game dog, bred for hunting, full of mischievous antics and unlimited energy. If you are considering adding a Parson Russell Terrier to your household, you must be aware of the breed’s attributes as well as the problems of owning this active little breed.


This book will give you the history, description and standard of the Parson Russell Terrier. You will also learn about puppy care, training and the health of the breed. With the color photos, you will see how alert, bright and scrappy this plucky little dog can be.


All terriers are active, busy dogs and the Parson Russell Terrier is even more so. However, if you like a lively, challenging dog and are ready to make a commitment to training, this may be the dog for you. And, as is true with most breeds, once you give your heart to a Parson Russell Terrier you will remain a devotee to the breed for a lifetime.




RUSSELL PORTRAIT
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At the Jack Russell Terrier Inn near Barnstaple, Devon, England, you will see the inn’s sign with a reproduction of Trump, taken from a portrait that the Reverend Russell had painted of his favorite dog during her lifetime.
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In the US, the Parson Russell Terrier was formerly called the Jack Russell Terrier until the name was changed in 2003 by the AKC.


ORIGIN OF THE BREED


The Parson Russell Terrier belongs to the group of dogs described as terriers, from the Latin word terra, meaning earth. The terrier is a dog that has been bred to work beneath the ground to drive out small and large vermin, rodents and other animals that can be a nuisance to country living.


All of the dogs in the Terrier Group originated in the British Isles with the exception of the Miniature Schnauzer. Many of the terrier breeds were derived from a similar ancestor and, as recently as the mid-1800s, the terriers fell roughly into two basic categories: the rough-coated, short-legged dogs, which tended to come from Scotland, and the longer legged, smooth-coated dogs, which were bred in England. The terriers, although they may differ in type, all have the same character, being game dogs that go after vermin and that also make good companions for their masters.


The terrier background is obscure but what was certain is that in the 1700s and early 1800s there was no definite breed of terrier, but that the dogs were bred to go to ground with courage and conviction. Those who were unable to do the job were destroyed and those who could do the required work were bred to one another with little regard for type. “Unless they were fit and game for the purpose, their heads were not kept long out of the huge butt of water in the stable yard.” Those who bred and kept dogs had a specific purpose of work for their particular breed. They bred long legs for speed, short legs for going to ground, double coat for protection against the elements and, common to all terriers, a powerful set of teeth.


As early as 1735, the Sportsman’s Dictionary described the terrier as “a kind of hound, used only or chiefly for hunting the fox or badger. He creeps into the ground and then nips and bites the fox and badger, either by tearing them in pieces with his teeth, or else hauling them and pulling them by force out of their lurking holes.” In 1845, Youatt wrote under the heading of Terriers, “The ears of moderate size, half erect, usually of a deep black color with a yellow spot over the eye…The coat of the Terrier may be either smooth or rough…the rough terrier possibly obtained his shaggy coat from the cur, and the smooth terrier may derive from the hound.” James Watson in The Dog Book wrote, “The summing up of the situation is that the terrier was developed from the common material of England. A hard-biting, game dog, small enough to go to earth after the fox and badger.”
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A Smooth Fox Terrier served as the basis of the new breed created by Parson Jack Russell.
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The legs of a Parson Russell Terrier provide both speed for running and strength for digging.


John (Jack) Russell, the “Father of the Breed,” was born in 1795 in Dartmouth and grew up in North Devon. His father was a sportsman with a great interest in the hounds, the terriers and the hunt. In addition, the senior Russell was also a highly regarded reverend. His son grew up with the dogs and from a very young age had a keen interest in animals and in hunting. While at Oxford, he noticed a smart little Fox Terrier on the local milk wagon and promptly purchased the bitch. Named Trump, she was said to be “Neat as a pin, her lines were splendid, her form absolutely balanced, her outlook keen and stylish.” Nearly completely white, she had a thick, dense coat, which gave her not only ample protection against the inclement weather but also protection against injury from the brambles and underbrush as she was pursuing the fox. She became the foundation of the breed and it was said that she was in the background of every Parson Russell Terrier born during the next 50 years.


Russell was ordained a minister in 1819. He was an ardent preacher and apparently well liked as he made the rounds of the neighboring pulpits when asked to preach. He was noted for his kindness (he never sold a dog, only gave them away) and for his love of animals.


The Parson Russell Terrier, unlike the other terriers, was, has been and still is bred primarily as a hunting dog and not bred for the show ring. Of primary concern has been the breed’s ability to go to ground and to bolt the foxes for the hounds and the hunters. This is a tough, working breed that is expected to and wants to put in a day’s work in the field.


Jack Russell was a well-known foxhunter and his terriers were known throughout the country. He preferred dogs that would run with the hounds and that could tease and worry the fox until the hunters arrived. He did not want dogs that would kill the fox, thus ending the chase, but wanted intelligent dogs that would do a day’s work with courage and conviction.
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The Miniature Wire-haired Dachshund may have been used to shorten the leg length of early Parson Russell Terriers and to improve their ability to dig.


In addition to Russell’s bitch Trump, three other dogs were pillars of the early breed. They were Old Trap, Old Jock and Grove Nettle. All three dogs are prominent in the background of the Fox Terrier.


Old Trap, sired by Tip, another well-known dog, weighed 17 pounds and was renowned for his gameness and terrier character. He was used extensively for stud and founded the Old Trap line that excelled in strength of jaw and expression. Old Jock was born in 1859 and had good bone, straight legs and excellent feet. He had tan on his ears and black at the root of his tail. He weighed 18 pounds, was somewhat thick in the skull and had plenty of jaw power. Bred by the Huntsman for the Grove, he was the foundation from which many working and show dogs came down. Grove Nettle, whelped in 1862, was a pretty bitch with a profuse coat. She was the first of the wire coats, and could work as well as being good-looking. She was a prolific dam and was bred to nearly all the good dogs of her day.


Russell became a founding member of The Kennel Club in 1873 and judged the Fox Terriers at the Crystal Palace show in 1874. It was now obvious that there was a split between the show-type Fox Terrier and the working terriers that Russell preferred. He noted after judging that “I seldom or never see a real Fox Terrier nowadays!”


Russell’s strain of dogs was well respected and Hugh Dalziel in British Dogs credited him with being the Father of Fox Terrier breeders. The parson died in 1883 and the Kennel Club Gazette noted that “as the oldest Fox Terrier breeder in England, Mr. Russell’s connection with The Kennel Club was an honour to that body.”


About 1895, the Parson Jack Russell Terrier Club was founded and one of their aims was to “encourage the breeding of the old-fashioned North Devon Fox Terrier, brought to prominence particularly through the terriers bred by the Reverend John Russell.”
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The Pembroke Welsh Corgi, among other breeds, was sometimes used in earlier Parson Russell Terrier crosses.


Arthur Heinemann became the secretary of this organization and he continued where the parson had left off, becoming a great promoter and breeder of the Parson Russell Terrier. Heinemann bought as many terriers as he could locate whose lines traced directly back to the parson’s dogs. In 1909, Mr. Heinemann judged the Working Fox Terriers at Crufts Dog Show, classes that were given to encourage the breeding of the type of dog that the Reverend Russell had bred.
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PARSON MEMORABILIA


Mona Huxham, author and breeder of Parson Russell Terriers, attended the centenary festivities of Parson Russell in England in April 1983. The centenary committee had amassed a variety of memorabilia such as Russell’s silver hunting horns and his library of books, including all of his hunting books. In addition, his hunting top hat and boots were on display. The church records and registry showed 50 years of his presiding over weekly weddings, baptisms and funeral services. In a place of honor was a portrait of his wife, seated on her horse and wearing her hunting dress.
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The Wire Fox Terrier was used early on to create the wire-haired variety of the Parson Russell Terrier.


By 1900, the Fox Terrier was a prominent class at the dog shows and the entries were refined and elegant. However, the little Parson Russell Terrier continued to be very popular as a working dog. In Devon and Somerset in particular, the old strains of Russell’s terrier were carefully guarded and the puppies were usually sold only to those who would be working the dogs.


By 1925, Arthur Heinemann argued in a court of law that the Parson Russell Terrier was a distinct breed and had been pure-bred for many generations, and, although not recognized by The Kennel Club, the terriers had considerable value. The judge agreed.


Breeders who were active in the breed in Great Britain in the 1920s and 1930s were Augusta Guest of the Inwood Kennels, who had several of Heinemann’s dogs; Lord Coventry, Master of the Carmanthenshire Hounds, who often bred back to Heinemann’s dogs; and W. Thornton of the Workwell Kennels, who had bred the breed for nearly 70 years. Later, Vernon Bartlett, Sid Churchill and Bernard Tuck continued to breed the old-fashioned working dog.


After World War II there were few pure-bred Parson Russell Terriers around. A breeder would take a low-legged Fox Terrier and cross it with a Dachshund or a Corgi. Others would cross their dogs with Sealyhams. By now, the breed was a very diverse lot, not only in length of body but in size, ear carriage and coat texture.


A variety of Parson Russell Terrier clubs, each pushing its own type of dog, sprang up. The first of these clubs, established in the late 1890s, was the Parson Jack Russell Terrier Club (PJRTC), which was previously called the Devon and Somerset Badger Digging Club. Arthur Heinemann served as secretary of this group for many years. Its purpose was to encourage the breeding of the old-fashioned North Devon Fox Terrier. Badger digging was one of the main activities of this organization. Eventually this club died out.




A PROMINENT BREEDER


Jack Horner wrote in Terriers of the World, “A prominent breeder in those days was the Rev. John Russell whose strain excelled in their work but were not exhibited.” Russell is reported not to have minded if a terrier had one short leg and three long ones, provided it was up to the work required of it.





By 1975, the Jack Russell Terrier Club of Great Britain (JRTCGB) was formed. In 1978, the South Eastern Jack Russell Club (SEJRC) was formed as a breakaway group from the JRTCGB. All of the clubs were beset with the problems of size and type for the Parson Russell Terrier. The SEJRC divided the Parson Russell Terrier into two sizes, miniature and standard. The terriers owned by the members of this organization were short-legged and longer backed in type than other JRs. The standard described the dog as a “working terrier” but its members had little interest in working their dogs.


The clubs eventually agreed upon a basic standard with differences in height still remaining. By 1983, the SEJRC formally applied for Kennel Club recognition. By now, the old Parson Jack Russell Terrier Club was revived to safeguard the traditional terrier with Vernon Bartlett serving as president. Their first task was to request recognition by The Kennel Club of the old type terrier that was bred in the 1800s.


The acrimony between the various clubs was great and eventually The Kennel Club was taken aback at the opposition of the SEJRC’s requests for recognition. After many letters, phone calls, meetings and negotiations regarding the foundation register and the breed standard, the PJRTC was able to announce that the Parson Russell Terrier was officially a breed. In 1997, the Parson Russell Terrier was able to win Challenge Certificates for the first time at a sanctioned show.




DIGGING FOR BADGERS


Badger digging consisted of using terriers to locate the badger and to dig it out of its hole. The badger was then “bagged,” put in a box and weighed and then released. The season was from April through October, and the meets were published in the local press. The meet lasted all day with the ladies, at the noon hour, serving sandwiches, bread, cheese, cider and beer.
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PARSON RUSSELLS IN THE US


It is unknown when the first Parson Russell Terriers were imported to the United States, but by 1976, the Jack Russell Terrier Club of America (JRTCA) was formed and there are now close to 3,000 members. Their purpose is “to promote and maintain the Jack Russell Terrier as a breed of terrier.” The Jack Russell Terrier Breeders Association (the parent club’s original name) was founded in 1985 and its purpose is to “promote the Jack Russell Terrier as it was developed in the 1880s by Parson John Russell.” This group offers shows and trials as well as a bi-monthly newsletter and an annual yearbook.
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The Parson Russell Terrier has long been a favorite dog in the US with thousands of fanciers exhibiting in the AKC and UKC.


The JRTCA keeps the national registry of the Jack Russell Terrier in America, which is the largest registry in the world. Entries for their national trial can exceed 1,000 including dogs from throughout North America. They publish a bimonthly magazine, True Grit, and an annual two-volume yearbook, as well as a breeder directory. In addition, they operate a Parson Russell Terrier rescue service that assists in retraining and finding homes for displaced Jack Russells. They also operate a very informative website. The Jack Russell was recognized by the American Kennel Club on July 8, 1997. In 2003, the official AKC name of the breed was changed from Jack Russell Terrier to Parson Russell Terrier, by request of the parent club, the Parson Russell Terrier Association of America. The United Kennel Club (UKC) continues to refer to the breed as Jack Russell Terrier but also recognizes the Russell Terrier, the short-legged, stouter breed that some fanciers refer to as the “old type” (which Parson Russell did not prefer).
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Parson Russell Terriers are athletic dogs who welcome the opportunity to romp together on any terrain.


PARSON RUSSELL TERRIERS AROUND THE WORLD


The Parson Russell Terrier was exported to Australia as early as the 1880s and included dogs of the Parson Russell’s line. Many dogs were imported from England over the years and the Jack Russell Terrier Club of Australia, Inc., formed in 1972, was the first breed club to function since the demise of the PJRTC. This is a large, strong organization with its own breed registry system. It has registered over 6,000 litters since its beginnings. In 1991, the Australian National Kennel Council recognized the Parson Jack Russell (12–14 inches) and the Jack Russell (10–12 inches).


Parson Russell Terriers are popular in the Netherlands and they are very popular in Germany, where there is a JRTC Deutschland and a Working Parson Jack Russell Terrier Club Germany. PRTs are found in the Scandinavian countries as well as in South Africa, where over 2,000 PRTs have been registered.
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THE LARGEST CLUB


The Parson Russell Terrier Club of America is the largest Parson Russell Terrier club and has the largest registry in the world. Membership comes from North America, Great Britain, Australia, South Africa, Sweden, Japan and the Bahamas.
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The essentials of the Parson Russell Terrier are well summarized by the descriptions in the various breed standards. The English Kennel Club’s standard uses the adjectives workmanlike, active, agile, bold and friendly to illustrate the breed’s overall temperament and personality. The American Kennel Club’s standard for the Parson Russell Terrier states, “The terrier must present a lively, active and alert appearance. It should impress with its fearless and happy disposition. It should be remembered that the Parson Russell is a working terrier and should retain these instincts. Nervousness, cowardice or over-aggressiveness should be discouraged and it should always appear confident.” All over the world, the Parson Russell Terrier is known for being an active and confident breed, and the retention of his working instincts are constantly emphasized.
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Parson Russells abound with energy and life. They can run, play and chase for hours on end.


Please consider these descriptions of the breed very carefully if you are planning on adding a Parson Russell to your family. Note especially the adjectives that are commonly associated with the breed: lively, active, alert, fearless and confident.


Of all the terrier breeds, the Parson Russell is the one who has stayed the closest to the purpose for which he was bred—to hunt, to chase the fox and to dig the badger out of his hole. He has a love of fields and open spaces and he can run all day keeping up with the hounds. He is a strong and healthy dog and he does not like to be confined. He is hardy and adaptable and “quick as spit-fire.”


This is a high-energy dog and one who will take over the household if given half a chance. A strong warning is that he must never be allowed to think he has the upper hand. He must receive consistent and strong leadership by his master. He loves to dig in the yard, loves to go under the fence (harking back to his badger-digging days) and he will have a tendency to roam if not confined to an area. He should not be left alone with birds or rodents but can get along with cats if introduced properly.


Although there are negatives to the breed, there are very positive aspects to owning a Parson Russell. He is a very adaptable dog and one who can change his living circumstances easily. He is very intelligent and very hardy. He makes a loving and happy companion who readily joins in the family fun. He is an excellent companion and works easily and well as a therapy dog. In addition, the Parson Russell is easy to groom and of a nice size.




OWNER GUIDELINES


On the PRTCA’s The Bad Dog Talk web page, the following guidelines for prospective owners are listed:


Parson Russell Terriers—


Require firm and consistent discipline;


Require at least basic obedience training;


Absolutely need a securely fenced yard;
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Can be destructive if left unattended and unemployed;


Are not recommended as apartment or condo dogs;


Will not tolerate abuse from a child Require a long-term commitment.


These are essential points to consider in determining your suitability as a Parson Jack Russell Terrier owner.
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