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DEDICATION


To our God, the same yesterday today and forever – may your word grow mightily and prevail.


To believers – may the quest for the Word of God consume you, as God connects with you intimately through His Word.




PREFACE


“… And we also thank God continually for this, that when you received the word of God [concerning salvation] which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of [mere] men, but as it truly is, the word of God, which is effectually at work in you who believe [exercising its inherent, supernatural power in those of faith].” (1 Thessalonians 2:13 AMP – bold emphasis mine).


Our view and response to the word of God is important in our walk of faith. God is intimately connecting with us through His word. When you engage with the word of God it is not just like human ideas, but it is indeed, the word of God working in our lives to transform us. The quest for such an intimacy with God through His Word has been and is my lifelong pursuit, and God has deposited some truths in my life that I cannot hold back but share! 


May God stimulate in you that passion to connect with Him through His word in faith and trust, as we eagerly wait for the coming back of our Lord Jesus Christ.







INTRODUCTION


A Quest for Truth…


My life was transformed in 2001 when Ecclesiastes 1:2 became alive in my heart. “Vanity of vanities,” says the preacher, “vanity of vanities! All is vanity” (Ecclesiastes 1:2). That marked the turning point for my life; weighing the value of all my pursuits, and that of a fulfilling relationship with God. I chose the pursuit of knowing God and that remains incomparable to all available options. 


Reflecting on my Christian walk, the greatest influence in my life comes from a deep passion for the Word of God. One of my early bibles was the NIV Quest Study Bible, which I took to be a ‘quest for the truth’ and that is what God deposited in me. I recall how at University my friends and I were so passionate about the word of God and about the truth; imitating the Bereans in the book of Acts 17:11, who after hearing the apostles would confirm what they heard by referring to the scriptures. We went to such an extent of searching the scriptures in the middle of a sermon (a bit extreme) but such was our passion for the truth. 


The primary anchor of my relationship with God is my engagement with His Word in its various forms. My prayer for you, as you read this book, is that the Lord may give to you a passion for His Word. Indeed, we cannot live by bread alone but by every word that comes from God (Matthew 4:4). 


In the last few years, meditating on Psalm 119 has blessed my heart as the psalm gives such a rich view of the Word of God that if grasped, transforms lives. My desire is that it changes yours, just as it does mine. 


Who else other than David, a man after God’s heart (1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22) can articulate the manifold nature of the Word of God? In this book, I share reflections from this Psalm and what God helped me grasp. 


My heart’s desire is that you reflect on the importance of the Word of God in your life and yield yourself to its power to transform you so that you can experience the fullness of God’s Kingdom life. God is intimately connecting with us through his word. 





1.


THE PURPOSE OF THE WORD OF GOD


Metamorphosis…


Do I know myself?


As a new Christian, there were intriguing truths that left indelible impressions in my heart. I attended college at the National University of Science and Technology (NUST) in Zimbabwe and there I joined the Christian Union group. I was in the company of brothers and sisters who were passionate about God. They taught us about the new creation realities, how when we made that important decision to accept Christ, we became new creations and how the old self had passed away entering new realities (2 Corinthians 5:17). Around the same time, I took to study Watchmen Nee’s teachings on the spirit, soul and body, from his book The Spiritual Man. The study unlocked an amazing perspective of the believer’s anatomy. Trying to reconcile the picture painted by the scriptures and my present personal views, left me with a quest to find out more. Paul spoke of being sanctified wholly spirit, soul, and body (1 Thessalonians 5:23) that challenged me to ask God for answers. 


As I grew in my appreciation of my make up, I realised that this is not apparent in my daily living and my passion was to find a way to uncover the treasure in me (2 Corinthians 4:7).


The writer of Hebrews gave me some insights, the Word of God is sharper than any double-edged sword to the separation of the soul and the spirit and bone and marrow and nothing is hidden from the word of God (Hebrews 4:12). This was a eureka moment of understanding how to reconcile the picture painted by the scriptures and the believers’ transformation; the Word of God has the ability to help me distinguish between my soul and my spirit. We often neglect the spirit man (inner man) as he is not apparent to our natural senses but is made clear to us by God’s revelation. When we stand in front of the natural mirror, what we see is the mass of our bodies, hence we make more effort in looking after that which we can see, touch and smell. James brings to our attention the spiritual mirror which helps us have the correct view of the inner man, in James 1:22–26 he gives a similitude of how looking into the natural mirror is like looking into the perfect law of liberty (Word of God). If you really want to see what and how you look like in the inner man look at the mirror, the Word of God. 


You can have a changed life!


This was important to me because John noted that the time was coming when true worshippers would worship God in spirit and in truth (John 4:24). How can I do that if I am not able to tap into my spirit man and transfer the riches, he possesses into my whole being that is soul and body? Brother Paul highlighted; who knows a man than his spirit and who knows God than His Spirit and the man’s spirit commune with God’s Spirit in a way that changes lives (1 Corinthians 2:6–16). The quest in my heart intensified, in search for that window into this glorious life and Kingdom of God. 


The drive was and is that, my salvation was not just for statistics in the Kingdom of God; not to be like one of the Old Testament folk described as having had a family and children and lived a certain number of years and died, but rather be like Jabez, he caused the writer’s pattern of writing to change (1 Chronicles 4:9). Paul puts it in a simple way, getting hold of the reason God saved me (Philippians 3:12–14). 


Now Paul in Romans 12:1-2 says something significant. After having explained the mercies of God, what Christ has done leading to our salvation, he then speaks of our transformation by the renewing of our minds. The original Greek word used for the transformation is the same that applies to the change from a caterpillar to a butterfly. Simply put he is saying my brothers and sisters; we have the potential to have changed lives equivalent to that of changing from a caterpillar to a butterfly, what a word! 


Metamorphosis


In a past visit to Malaga in Spain, one of my memorable and exciting moments was a visit to a Butterfly park in Benalmadena. After enjoying all the butterfly watching and photo capturing the most intriguing part of the visit was reflecting on the butterfly’s formative process (metamorphosis). This is the process of changing from an immature form to an adult form in two or more distinct stages. For the butterfly, its transformation is from the caterpillar to the pupa then from pupa to the adult butterfly. This is amazing, a miracle at best. I observed from this process that a caterpillar and a butterfly are two different creatures, the butterfly will still live in the same world with the caterpillar, but a vast difference is now noticeable. The time spent in the cocoon is when the change happens; the caterpillar needs to have eaten a lot when it goes through the change process. 
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