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PREFACE




 




Dear

reader,




 




we, the publisher, have carefully

reviewed and edited this book, whose original edition dates back to the year

1919. Well over a hundred hours of work have passed correcting it, but still it

was not possible to eliminate all the mistakes that a 20th century

scanner produced. The original scans we had at our disposal were of very poor

quality. While it was possible to correct and eliminate special characters or

false letters, there is unfortunately sometimes a dot where a comma should be,

or a colon where a semicolon belongs, or the odd apostrophe, that a small dot

in the scan generated in the text file. While we still corrected and eliminated

ten thousands of errors, does not hinder the reading pleasure in any way and

still makes this version of this rare book much more valuable than other versions

on the market that have not been edited at all. We think it is fair to say that

this is not 100% of a perfect book, but a 99% edition that has not been

available since the original editions vanished from the shelves. We wish all

readers a great time browsing through the history of Fresno County and the

hundreds of biographies of the most important personalities.


















 




 





BIOGRAPHICAL





 




 




CHARLES B. SHAVER.




 




A very important factor in the

promotion of the Fresno Flume and Irrigation Company, was the late Charles B.

Shaver, who located in Fresno in 1892. Being a man of extensive experience in

the lumber business he foresaw the possibilities of the Fresno Flume and

Irrigation Company, an enterprise which had just been organized, and

immediately bought an interest in the company and at once assumed charge of the

construction, completing the surveys and building the flumes from Stevenson

Creek, where the company built a dam sixty feet high, to Clovis, Fresno County,

the flume being forty and one quarter miles in length, and requiring 9,000,000

feet of lumber to construct and an expense of $200,000. At the same time the

construction of mills in the mountains was begun and carried to completion, two

years being occupied in preparation for this extensive work. The planing mills,

box factory and dry kilns of the company are located in Clovis, to which place

the lumber is brought down by the flume. The output of this great enterprise is

shipped to all parts of the world. To the energy, enterprise and experience of

Charles B. Shaver, is due the culmination of this important undertaking, which

has proved of such great importance in the development of this section of

Fresno County. 




Charles B. Shaver was a native of

Steuben County, N. Y., where he was born in 1855, a son of John L. Shaver who

was a native of Delaware County, of the same state. John L. Shaver was a miller

in New York state until 1864, when he removed to St. Louis, Gratiot County,

Mich., where he engaged in farming and continued to make his home until his

death, which occurred at the age of seventy-four years. His wife, who in

maidenhood, was Mary Rose, has also passed away. Charles B. Shaver was next to

the youngest child in a family of four and received his early education in the

public schools of Michigan, to which state he moved with his parents when a lad

of nine years. At the age of nineteen he engaged in lumbering and was employed

by Whitney and Stinchfield of Detroit, Mich., later becoming a foreman in the

woods and in which position he remained until 1882, when he resigned and

accepted a position with A. B. Long and Son of Grand Rapids, Mich. While in

their employ he assisted in the building of the logging railway and became

interested in their mills and lumber plant until 1889, when he resigned and

became associated with the White Friant Lumber Company, with whom he continued

two years and during which time he constructed fourteen miles of logging

railway and put in over one hundred million feet of logs. In 1891 he went to

Missouri where he built a mill for Boyden and Wyman Lumber Company, at

Neelysville, Mo. In 1892, he migrated to California and located at Fresno,

where he was instrumental in the building and the development of the Fresno

Flume and Irrigation Company, becoming the president of the organization in

1894. He was also a member of the Pine Box and Lumber Company, of San

Francisco, and the California Sugar and White Pine Agency, in both of which

companies he served as a director. 




In Grand Rapids, Mich., on

December 6, 1883, Charles B. Shaver was united in marriage with Lena A.

Roberts, a native of Pennsylvania. This union was blessed with three children:

Grace, who is the wife of Captain H. J. Craycroft, U. S. A. medical detachment;

Mrs. Ethel Hoover; and Doris who is the wife of Harold McDonald, of Fresno. 




After a very active and

successful career, Charles B. Shaver passed away on Christmas day, 1907.

Fraternally, he was a Mason, having joined the organization in Edmore, Mich.,

later becoming a member of Fresno Lodge, No. 247, F. & A. M.; he also

belonged to Trigo Chapter No. 69, Fresno Lodge No. 29, K. T., Lodge of

Perfection at Fresno and Islam Temple A. A. O. N. M. S. of San Francisco. He

was a member of Fresno Lodge No. 439 B. P. O. Elks, the Chamber of Commerce and

the Sequoia Club. 




 




A. G. WISHON.




 




Prominent among the citizens of

widely-felt influence in both the commercial and financial circles of Fresno,

and one whose contributions to the development of the resources of the San Joaquin

Valley have proven of inestimable value and are generally recognized, is A. G.

Wishon, the worthy representative of a family that traces its ancestry with

justifiable pride through the history of the State of North Carolina, back to

the romantic days of la belle France. He was born in Phelps County, Mo., on

November 6, 1858, the son of Marion Wishon, a native of East St. Louis, Ill.,

who was a farmer and merchant at St. James, in, Phelps County, and a man of

unusual ability. He interested himself for years in fostering the best

movements for the community, and consented to serve as the first Sheriff — and

an intrepid one, too — of that county. He married Miss Mary Coppedge of

Missouri, a daughter of Lindsay L. Coppedge, a Virginian and an honored member

of an old and distinguished family of that State. He came to be a pioneer

settler of Pulaski County, Mo., and for sixty years resided at Coppedge Mills,

a place named from the mill he established there. Seven children were born to Mr.

and Mrs. Marion Wishon, among whom the subject of this review is the eldest;

and five of whom, and also the mother, are now residing in California. 




After completing his education at

the Missouri School of Mines, at Rolla, Mo., a branch of the well-endowed

University of Missouri, A. G. Wishon at the age of eighteen became dependent

upon his own resources and was for a while employed in the office of the

wholesale grocery firm of Moody, Michel and Company of St. Louis. Later, he

traveled through the South for the Adler Goldman Company, cotton brokers and

commission merchants of the same city, and after that he engaged in mercantile

business for himself and successfully conducted stores at Sullivan and Stanton,

Franklin County, and at St. James, Mo. When he disposed of his stores, he

became chief of office for Captain R. M. Peck, superintendent of bridges and

buildings of the Missouri Pacific Railroad at Pacific, a town in Franklin

County; and on resigning from that trust in 1888, he migrated to California

with so many thousands of others who were attracted here through the great land

boom of the late eighties. 




Arriving in the Golden State, he

associated himself with the old San Joaquin Lumber Company at Tulare, at that

time under the general management of T. G. Yancey, and local management of E.

Lathrop, and subsequently he filled the position of cashier and bookkeeper for

the Tulare County Bank. Still later, he opened an office in Tulare for the

promotion of various enterprises and the disposition of lands, and he became a

notable factor in the promotion of pump irrigation in the San Joaquin Valley, a

scientific enterprise that soon rendered highly productive vast areas of land

which hitherto could not be profitably cultivated. 




Mr. Wishon's first extensive

project was the building of the Exeter Ditch, for which the water was brought

from the Kaweah River above Lemon Cove, and along the base of the hills almost

to Lindsay, Tulare County, a distance of about twenty miles. At the time when

this difficult and expensive task was undertaken, there was not an orange or

lemon grove in the region designed to be supplied by the canal, but through his

successful completion of the work he transformed the country into one of the

best citrus-fruit producing sections of the State. He financed the enterprise

and after its completion sold his lands at a handsome, deserved profit; and

some of the acreage then disposed of includes today some of the finest

California groves. 




Another important enterprise

which was fostered and developed by A. G. Wishon, and which has brought to so

many incalculable returns, was the organization of the Mt. Whitney Power

Company, which was the pioneer in electrical pumping in California. Having

secured the rights to the headwaters of the Kaweah, he then associated with him

as partner William H. Hammond, brother of John Hays Hammond, the famous mining

expert, and installed a power plant, and not only did he bring the project to a

reality, but he himself managed the enterprise until its success was assured.

This plant distributes power and light to Tulare, Visalia, Exeter, Porterville

and Lindsay. 




In May, 1903, Mr. Wishon became

the General Manager of the San Joaquin Power Company of Fresno, and soon after

Vice-President, Director and Manager of the Fresno City Railroad, and

Vice-President and Manager of the Fresno Water Company. In 1904, foreseeing the

increasing appeal of Nature's wonderland and the rapid advances in population,

he was active in the organization of the Fresno Traction Company, with a

capitalization of $5,000,000, to absorb the Fresno City Railroad and to

construct a line to the Yosemite Valley, a distance of eighty miles through a

most picturesque section of the State, and he has gradually become associated

with many other California enterprises, a number of which he helped to found. 




On October 5, 1881, Mr. Wishon

was united in marriage with Miss Henrietta Emory, a native of Steelville, Mo.,

and the daughter of Azro Emory of St. James, Mo., members of the Emory family

that has already given to the advance intellectual guard of America a leading

bishop, an educator, a soldier of prominence and a naval official who

distinguished himself while commanding the Bear of the Greely Relief

Expedition. The ceremony was solemnized at St. James, Mo., and of that happy

union two children were born, Emory and Jenny. 




Fraternally, Mr. Wishon is a Mason

and a charter member of Las Palmas Lodge, F. & A. M., at Fresno, and also

of other branches of the order. He belongs as well to the Fresno Chamber of

Commerce, where he is never found wanting when expected to put his shoulder to

the wheel, and to the Sequoia, Commercial, University and Sunnyside clubs of

Fresno, the California Club of Los Angeles, and various other representative

organizations throughout the state. 




 




JAMES C. PHELAN.




 




The automobile garage owned by

James C. Phelan, and named after him, is cleverly planned, well built, and

managed according to up-to-date methods. Mr. Phelan's father, who was an

honored veteran of the Union Army in our Civil War, is D. F. Phelan, and he is

still living at Los Angeles. Prior to casting his lot in the Golden State, he

was a pioneer in Colorado. Mrs. Phelan, who was Annie Donahue before her

marriage, is deceased. 




Born in the Centennial State on

October 25, 1867, James C. Phelan was educated at the public schools in

Colorado and New Mexico, and also, as he likes to put it, in " the great

school of experience." As a young man, he ventured in both the grocery and

butcher business, having a store when only nineteen years of age, at

Albuquerque, N. M. For fourteen years, too, his business at Williams, Arizona,

was one of the most progressive and profitable establishments in that town. 




On September 9, 1893, Mr. Phelan

was married to Miss Myrtie Dickinson, and this union was blessed with three

boys and four girls, viz: Mary M., Chris E., Roy N., Jimmie J., Ruth E.,

Bernice L., and Leoma C, all of whom were educated in the public schools of

Fresno, the two eldest studied at Heald's Business College, while Roy N., is a

student at the University of California at Berkeley. Mr. Phelan has accepted

the doctrines of the Christian Scientists, socially he finds recreation in the

circles of the Woodmen of the World, the Knights of Pythias, and the Young

Men's Christian Association. 




In May, 1916, he built the finest

and most complete auto establishment in California, spending $90,000 upon the

same. He then became agent, for the San Joaquin Valley, of the Maxwell,

Mitchell and Marmon automobiles, and the Kleiber and Maxwell Trucks. He employs

from forty to fifty men to man the several departments, each of which is

complete in itself. When he first came to California, in 1905, he worked for

three years on the Fresno ranch; and then, getting into the automobile business

in a modest way, he has made success after success, Mr. Phelan sold out in

August, 1919. 




Mr. Phelan is a stanch Democrat,

but always something more than a political partisan. In advocating and working

for good roads, for example, his public-spiritedness has been particularly

shown. 




 




NELS HANSON.




 




Everybody in Kingsburg has a kind

thought and a good word for Nels Hanson, who was born at Lund, Skaarn, Sweden,

on December 8, 1858, and reared in the old university town, where he began his

education at the public schools. His father was Hanson, a farmer in modest

circumstances who lived to be only thirty-three years of age and died in

Sweden. His mother, Elna Peterson before her marriage, also lived and died

where she was married. As a lad of seven, Nels, while attending the Lutheran

Church, in which faith his parents brought him up, worked in a woolen mill at

Lund, continuing there for five and a half hard years. After that he served a

three years' apprenticeship to the tanners' trade, working for the well-known

tanner and capitalist, Thelander, and becoming a journeyman in 1879. 




Having thus equipped himself for

a definite line of labor in life, Nels, in the latter part of 1880 sailed from

Copenhagen for New York, and once safely within the borders of the United

States, he made his way to Chicago where, for three months, he worked at the

tanner's trade. Then he joined a construction gang on the Chicago, Burlington

& Quincy Railway in Iowa, but in a short time he came back to Chicago and

in the fall of that year went with some companions to Ishpeming, Mich., and

there undertook to work in the mines. In time he became foreman and inspector,

and received the highest wages paid to anyone there. After several years he

became an independent mine contractor; and while saving his money, he sent it

to a partner, Charles Carlson, at Kingsburg, now deceased, with whom he had

purchased some eighty choice acres, which Carlson was farming to grain. 




As a result of this investment,

Nels arrived in Kingsburg early in the spring of 1888. He liked the town from

the very first, although he was fated to suffer heavily in the panics during

the Cleveland administration. In May, 1888, Mr. Hanson, longing to see the

scenes of his native land, made a trip back to his old home at Lund. He wished

also to meet again his fiancée, Cecelia Hanson (of the same name, but of no

kinship), to whom he had been engaged for ten years; and the result of this

meeting was that Miss Hanson came out to America, and they were married at

Kingsburg on September 25, 1888. Now they are the parents of four children:

Frank, who was in Company B, Three Hundred Sixty-fourth Regiment, Infantry.

Washington, and at Camp Lewis, later served with the Ninety-first Division in

the Argonne in France, became automatic gunner, was gassed, arrived home and

was honorably discharged at Camp Kearney and reached home April 26, 1919:

Alfred, who married Emma Peterson of Kingsburg, and is a rancher: Victor, who

lives at home; and Henry, a graduate of the Kingsburg High School, Class of

1916, and who was in the military police at Camp Fremont. When Messrs. Hanson

and Carlson sold the eighty acres referred to, they accepted, as part of the

sale price, a note for $1,800, but the purchaser having defaulted in his

payments, Mr. Hanson had to take back part of the land — for him a

disappointment through which, at the time, he saw only misfortune and the

necessity of his remaining at Kingsburg. Instead of a loss, however, it has

proven a most valuable holding; half of it lies within the incorporated limits

of Kingsburg, and such is the location that it is constantly advancing in

worth. For six months Mr. Hanson remained at Kingsburg making improvements, and

then he went to Portland, Ore., and became a bridge carpenter. 




At the termination of three

months, Mr. Hanson came back to California and Kingsburg, and continued

improving the land. He planted twelve and a half acres to muscats, and the

balance to alfalfa. He put up the customary outbuildings, and erected a

comfortable, ornate residence, so that as a home-place he has succeeded in

evolving a choice country property. Mr. Hanson also owns a vineyard of twenty

acres one and a half miles north of Kingsburg, which he has set out to

zinfandels, and twenty acres set out to Thompson's seedless grapes; and he has

forty acres four miles west, all in muscats, planted by himself and now ten

years old. 




As a public-spirited citizen, Mr.

Hanson has done his full duty in serving on federal and trial juries; while he

has contributed to the social life of the community in his activity within the

circles of the Masons and in particular within the Traver Lodge, No. 294, at

Kingsburg. He is well-informed, progressive and withal a man of large heart;

and his excellent wife is a true companion. 




 




PAUL E. VANDOR.




 




The life career of Paul E.

Vandor, writer of this History of Fresno County, is typical of the varied

experiences and activities common to that remarkable product of American

institutions, the newspaper writer — that restless, indefatigable worker that

is ever in touch with the popular pulse, that aids in directing public opinion and

while wielding an invisible but conscious power yet sinks individuality in the

impersonality of his work, that contributes to and encourages the development

and permanent exploitation of communities, and that, while giving the best

years of life and an unimpeachable loyalty to a chosen vocation, seldom reaps

personal reward for his unceasing efforts in behalf of the public weal. This

newspaper class or body of journalists has humorously perhaps been named the

Fourth Estate to distinguish an acknowledged power in the state body politic,

distinct from the three recognized political or social orders. The subject of

this sketch was born at Milwaukee, Wis., June 13, 1858, and is the eldest son

of three living children. His father, who died in San Francisco in the

seventies, was Joseph Vandor, a Hungarian nobleman, who was a major in the

Austrian army. He cast his lot with Kossuth and the Hungarian revolution of

1848-49, but with its collapse and the loss of ancestral estate, escheated to

the Crown, fled proscribed to America, sailing from Glasgow, Scotland, as the

last port of embarkation. On December 4, 1849, he arrived in the United States

in such an impoverished state that, with ignorance of the English language,

life for him in the new land was beset by many vicissitudes, and he was reduced

to manual labor for a livelihood. Gaining after a time a working knowledge of

the language, the while economizing strictly to meet the demands of his

necessities, he gave instruction in German, French and fencing, and also did

amanuensis work and so worked his way through Harvard Law School, from which he

was graduated. Eventually, he moved to Wisconsin to engage in the practice of

law at Milwaukee. 




On August 22, 1857, in that

comfortable city, Joseph Vandor was married to Miss Pauline Knobelsdorf, who

had come to America in childhood, and whose family had settled at Milwaukee.

She was of gentle birth, a lineal descendant of the Major von Knobelsdorf who

was distinguished as the royal architect of Frederick the Great and who planned

and constructed for him the first edifices that marked the Unter den Linden in

Berlin. This bit of ancestral history is the more interesting in our story

because Mr. Vandor's grandfather on the paternal side was a tutor and mentor of

the Duke of Reichstadt — Napoleon II., son of Napoleon Bonaparte. His

grandmother was a lady-in-waiting of the duke's mother, Marie Louise of

Austria. Mrs. Pauline Vandor was one of the pioneer settlers of West Park

Colony in Fresno. She died in Fresno City, May 7, 1907. She was a woman of

indomitable energy, and an intensely loyal American of the type so often found

among those of favored birth in foreign lands who have chosen the American

republic as their home. 




At the outbreak of the Civil War,

Joseph Vandor was commissioned a Colonel by Alexander Williams Randall (the

plucky governor of Wisconsin who had called a regiment into existence without

authority of the legislature), to organize the Seventh Wisconsin Infantry

Regiment, later a unit of the historic Iron Brigade, but as the outgrowth of a

cabal in the regiment, nurtured by jealousy of his military proficiency as

evidenced by his being called upon to act in the capacity of brigade commander,

an attempt was made upon his life. Under cover of night, he was shot in the

shoulder by an unknown assassin, who fired at him through his tent and

inflicted a wound which developed into a malignant cancer. He resigned his

military command, and with the helpful recommendations of such influential men

as Governor Randall, Carl Schurz, Governor Salmon Portland Chase, the Secretary

of the Treasury, and William H. Seward, Secretary of State, President Lincoln

appointed him American Consul at Papeete, chief town of Tahiti, for the French

protectorate in the Society Islands, and in those days station of the New

England whalers in the Southern Pacific. 




Colonel Vandor's loyalty to the

country of his adoption was intense, and the American flag such an object of

veneration for him that our subject recalls how he quelled a native

insurrection on the island of Huaheine by the display of Old Glory from the masthead

of the little Tahitian schooner aboard which was the consular party. The flag

was run up while the insurgents on the beach fired on the craft and refugees

swam out or canoed to the schooner for protection. Speaking of these romantic

but exciting days, Mr. Vandor says: "My father knocked me flat upon the

deck, to escape the bullets he heard whistling on their flight toward us, but

for which and being in the line of range. I might not have survived to tell the

tale. I can recall, also, that often he emerged from the consulate at Papeete

to liberate American sailors from the custody of Kanaka policemen, indignant at

their practice of tying prisoners' wrists behind their backs for want of

handcuffs, and then roundly castigating the policemen. At that time, as a small

boy. I was familiar with the Kanaka language of the Islands, and could read it

as printed in the French Jesuit or English Episcopalian missionary books; and

although only a child in years I was the interpreter for the consulate. I

accompanied my father on official tours of the islands in the archipelago, and

rendered the translations of Kanaka into the German or French, as I had only an

indifferent knowledge of English." 




The serious nature of the

Colonel's wound, and the education of his three children, prompted him to

resign the consulship, and the family arrived in San Francisco, in April, 1869.

Colonel Vandor took up the practice of law, became prominent in the Grand Army

of the Republic, and a leader in the German-speaking colony, still including

many of the most loyal and most efficient citizens of the state. Because of the

evil effects of the wound upon his health, he declined the political

preferments from time to time offered him. Before his death in the middle

seventies, and after the Franco-German War, he returned to Europe and journeyed

to Paris and Vienna, to consult eminent surgeons; and after submitting to

operations, he made a last pathetic visit to the estates at one time his

ancestral possessions, and the grave of his mother in a closed Vienna cemetery,

and returned home, never again to leave his bed. His remains lie in the family

plot in the G. A. R. reservation of the Odd Fellows' Cemetery at San Francisco.






Paul E. Vandor grew and thrived

under somewhat disordered educational conditions. He was taught French by the

Jesuit Fathers in the South Sea Islands, and, on return to his native land at

the age of eleven, was French in spirit and habit, although German was spoken

in the home circle. Attending the cosmopolitan public schools and a private

collegiate institute in San Francisco, he began the study of English, of which

he had only a smattering, gathered from an American school teacher, a protege

of the family while in the Islands. Being a voracious reader, he learned of

himself to read and to write, delving into classic literature from the time

when he read his first English book, Robinson Crusoe. 




Newspaper work had for him its

fascination even during boyhood, and as a school lad in the late seventies he

was a publisher in San Francisco, when amateur journals were a juvenile fad. He

once had the questionable credit, while in college, of being held to answer,

with two older companions, on two charges of criminal libel lodged by a rival

boy editor. The grand jury gave all concerned a lecture on the enormity of

their offence, and then, after treating them to a good scare, made heroes of

them all by ignoring the accusation. Mr. Vandor studied law in San Francisco,

thinking to make that his profession; but with the loss of family fortune following

collapse of the mining-stock gamble of the late seventies in San Francisco,

abandoned the law to take up newspaper writing. Today, he is the second oldest

newspaper writer in point of continuous service in Fresno County. In his career

he has been dramatic critic of the old Golden Era, a reporter for the

Chronicle, the Evening Post, the Examiner, and the Morning Call, in San

Francisco. He has also been a reporter on the Morning Telegram, the Argus and

the Encinal of Alameda, and he has served in like capacity in Fresno with the

Evening Expositor and the Democrat, the Morning Republican and at present is

with the Evening Herald. Alternately, Mr. Vandor has also been assistant city

editor of the San Francisco Call and Editor of the Fresno Democrat. He has

spent the major part of a busy life in the ever interesting city of San

Francisco, of whose marvelous growth he was an eye-witness, and he has wept

amid her devastated streets, when he beheld the aftermath of the earthquake and

the big fire. While in San Francisco, he was a charter member of the first

Press Club of 1880, whose supporters hobnobbed with and welcomed many of the

notable literary men of the world as they sojourned in or passed through the

Bay Metropolis and sipped of a life now largely a memory. 




From January, 1885, until the

Spanish-American War, Mr. Vandor was in the California National Guard, having

enlisted in Company G, First Infantry, Second Brigade, which with Company C as

the mother organization dated from the days of 1856 and the San Francisco

Vigilance Committee, and he held transfer memberships in Company G, in Alameda,

Fifth Infantry, Second Brigade, and in Company F. in Fresno, of the Sixth

Infantry and Third Brigade. Having been color-sergeant in the First Regiment,

he was in his own company first sergeant, but he was rejected for service in

the Spanish-American War on account of physical disability. A veteran member of

the Nationals, Mr. Vandor was a charter member of the Veterans' State

Association of the National Guard. In national politics a Republican, Mr.

Vandor is locally decidedly non-partisan. A charter member of Pitiaches Tribe.

No. 144, I. O. R. M., of Fresno, Mr. Vandor is also a member of Manzanita Camp,

No. 160, W. O. W. of Fresno. He also belongs to the Shaver Lake Fishing Club. 




A Californian to the backbone,

although compelled sincerely to regret that he was not born within the limits

of the Golden State, Mr. Vandor has made the study of California history a

labor of love, and is recognized as an authority on Fresno County history. He

has contributed on historical subjects to local publications, and has the honor

of being a charter member of the Fresno County Historical Society. A member of

no established church, Mr. Vandor leans to Unitarianism. 




 




JOHN B. MARSHALL.




 




Among the pioneer residents of

Fresno County who have resided here for a quarter of a century, particular

mention is made of John B. Marshall, now retired and living at 164 Echo Avenue,

Fresno. He has devoted many years of his life to the development of this

county, and is an enthusiastic booster and supporter of those movements, that

have as their aim, the upbuilding of the county's best interests. 




John B. Marshall was born March

6, 1845, in Hunterdon County. New Jersey. He attended the public schools of his

native state, was reared on a farm, and when old enough, learned the trade of a

blacksmith. Afterwards he was employed by Captain Shields, a railroad

contractor in New Jersey, helping in the construction of the Lehigh Valley

Railroad, and at one time followed farming in his native state. In 1878 Mr.

Marshall migrated to the Great West, where he worked on railroad construction,

as a blacksmith, for a contractor named Wolf, operating in the states of Iowa,

Kansas, Wisconsin and Illinois. He also worked for the Santa Fe Railway Company

in Canyon City, Colo. In 1882 he returned to New Jersey and engaged in farming;

afterwards he was employed by his first employer, Mr. Shields, in railroad

work. After his return to the east, he felt the insistent call of the Golden

West, with its great attractions and unbounded possibilities. His second

journey westward terminated on July 25, 1892, when he arrived in the Golden

State and soon thereafter located in Fresno County, where he has resided ever

since. During his long residence in the county Mr. Marshall has bought, sold,

developed and traded many different pieces of property, and acquired quite an

extensive holding of real estate; at present owning one-half section of land on

the West Side of the county, two houses and five lots in the City of Fresno,

six lots and one house in Sanger, two lots in Fresno Heights, two lots in East

Richmond; he has also owned the following real estate, which he has sold or

traded: twenty acres six miles northeast of Sanger; forty acres on McKinley

Avenue; fifty-five acres in the California Poultry farm tract; and forty acres

near Clovis. For three years he has farmed his West Side ranch to grain. Mr.

Marshall has done his share in the developing of the county, and now in the

afternoon of his life is living retired and enjoying the fruits of a life of

industry and frugality. 




 




MRS. EVA H. RAWSON.




 




A California woman who has won

for herself an enviable name as a successful viticulturist, and who has a host

of friends among those who admire her qualities as a cultured, refined and

sympathetic fellow-citizen, is Mrs. Eva H. Rawson, a native of Woonsocket. R.

I., the daughter of Captain William E. Hubbard, who was born near Franklin,

Mass. Grandfather Elisha Hubbard died in Massachusetts, and the father, who was

an architect and builder, settled at Woonsocket, where he became a contractor.

He was one of the prominent builders of Woonsocket and among its most leading

citizens; and ten years before his death he was able to retire. William E.

Hubbard served in the Civil War as captain of Company F of the Twelfth Rhode

Island Regiment, and saw plenty of hard campaigning. Later he was a prominent

Mason. He had married Ruth Scott, of Scott Hill, Mass., and she was able to

trace her family back to the Mayflower and then back to Europe. The mother died

in Rhode Island. 




Four of the five children are

still living, and Mrs. Rawson is the third in order of birth. She is also the

only one of the children living in California. Her full name was Eva Hortense

Hubbard; she was reared in Woonsocket, and was graduated from the Woonsocket

High School in 1884 and is a member of its Alumni Society. On August 22, 1888,

she was married to Malcolm Augustus Rawson, who was born in Uxbridge, Mass.,

the son of James A. Rawson, who married Louisa Scott, of Massachusetts. The

father was a stonemason and contractor, and both he and his wife died in

Massachusetts. 




Mr. Rawson was educated at the

common and high schools, and Worcester Academy, and he became a pharmacist and

followed the drug business for over forty years. He spent six years learning

the business and as an employee of the Fenner Drug Company in Providence, and

then for seventeen years was with the James McCord wholesale drug house of La

Crosse, Wis.-, during which time he bought a drug store at Viroqua, Vernon

County, the same state. He continued there until he went with Noyes Bros! &

Cutler of St. Paul and also Meyers Bros, in St. Louis; and then, from the time

of its organization, he became interested in the Iowa Drug Company of Des

Moines, acting as vice-president of the concern. When he sold out, he located

in Portland, Ore., and for twelve years, or until his death, he was traveling

salesman of the Blumauer-Frank Drug Company. He died suddenly in Portland, on

September 16, 1917, in his sixty-second year. 




Meanwhile, as early as 1912, the

Rawsons became interested in California by the purchase of twenty-one acres in

the Vinland Colony, and in 1913 Mrs. Rawson began the improving of the property

by erecting the usual buildings. In 1914 she set out a vineyard, sunk wells and

installed a pumping-plant for irrigation, in connection with which she put in a

cement pipe-line; and since that year have been planted all the Thompson

seedless vines that make the tract such a good commercial ranch. It is

conveniently located at the corner of Woodburn and Thompson Avenues, and the

north line is on the San Joaquin River. The soil, therefore, is heavy rich

bottom-land of white ash deposit, pronounced by experts the very best of all soil

for Thompson seedless grapes. During the latter part of March, 1919, Mrs.

Rawson added eighteen acres to her holdings, six acres being full bearing

Thompson's and the balance she and her son have set to Thompson's. 




Amid this superior vineyard Mrs. Rawson

built her residence; and there, with the aid of her son, Malcolm Hubbard Rawson

(born May 4, 1890, at La Crosse, Wis.), she personally superintends the

farm-work. This one child was educated at the public schools, taking also the

high school course, and also attending the Business College at Portland; he

enlisted for service during the World War as a private and became Sergeant; was

stationed at Camp Lewis, Wash., until discharged. Mrs. Rawson has adopted a

child, Donald Dudley Rawson. 




Mr. Rawson was a Mason, a Knight

Templar and a Shriner, and belonged to the Episcopal Church. Mrs. Rawson and

her son also belong to this same communion and continue their residence on

White Crest Ranch (appropriately named by her husband) although she still owns

valuable property in Portland. In national politics she is a loyal Republican,

and she actively supports the California Associated Raisin Company. 




 




EDWIN HERBERT SMITH.




 




A well-situated and prosperous

California couple, both of whom are proud of their enviable relation to

well-known pioneer families, who are still doing all that they can to improve

that part of Fresno County in which they are especially interested, are Mr. and

Mrs. Edwin Herbert Smith. Identified with the Golden State since birth, Mr.

Smith was born at Cayucos, in San Luis Obispo County, on January 7, 1876, the

son of C. A. Smith, a native of Calaveras County, Cal., where he was born in

1852. The grandfather, Edwin Herbert Smith, was born in Illinois and crossed

the plains with ox teams about 1849, going to the Calaveras gold fields. In

that vicinity and in San Luis Obispo, the father was reared, and he became a

stockman and farmer, transacting a cattle business in different parts of the

state and along the coast, and later he settled at Cayucos. He was in business

for many years there, and now he is in Kern County, ranching at McKittrick,

where he is opening up a new ranch. He married Ella Bailey, a native of

Illinois, the daughter of William Bailey, who came to California when a child

with her parents, and settled in Calaveras, and then moved to San Luis Obispo,

homesteading east of Paso Robles. Mrs. Smith died in Santa Maria in 1892. Two

children, a boy and a girl, were born of this union, and Edwin is the older of

the family. 




Edwin H. was brought up on a farm

near the coast, and attended the public school there, and at the same time he

learned farming and stock-raising. His mother died when he was sixteen years

old, and then he began to paddle his own canoe. He was for some time employed

at ranching, but in 1898 came to Fresno County where he leased land and engaged

in stock-raising. He introduced the brand, a combination of the figure 4 and

the letter B, resembling together the figure 8, and such was his success, that

he made the brand have a distinctive value. 




On April 16, 1904, E. H. Smith

was married to Miss Nannie Manning, who was born at Hanford, the daughter of

Elisha Arnold Manning, a native of Boston, Mass. Mrs. E. H. Smith, the youngest

of five children now living, was educated at the common and high schools in

Fresno. Soon after the marriage, Mr. Smith bought a half interest with his

father-in-law in both land and the stock business. Following the division of

their interests, Mr. Smith came to have, what he now controls, 760 acres in

alfalfa and devoted to cattle-raising, and he also has a dairy. In 1918 he

bought a ranch at Kerman, fourteen miles west of Fresno, consisting of 440

acres, and this he will use for stock-raising and alfalfa. He has many

improvements there, including three pumping-plants. 




Mr. and Mrs. Smith have one

child, Adalene Manning. Mr. Smith was captain of the liberty loan and other

drives in the Manning district, and did splendid work in supporting the

Government in its war program. He is a Republican in national politics, and is

especially interested in local movements that advance and build up the

neighborhood. 




 




HARRY W. HAGERTY.




 




When Harry W. Hagerty first

opened his eyes to the light of the world, in Sierra County, in 1887, his

parents, James and Hilca (Backer) Hagerty, planned a successful future for him,

and his early training and education were along the lines of usefulness. His

father was born in Pennsylvania, and came to California when a young man,

hoping thereby to better his condition. He began farming in Nevada County, and

while there married a native daughter of the state, Hilca Backer. Her father,

Henry Backer, was a pioneer who lived for a time in Eureka, Sierra County, and

then settled in Fresno County and bought two hundred acres of land. He was one

of the very first settlers of Temperance Colony, where he raised potatoes,

grain and stock. His land was all sub-irrigated. He did not live long to enjoy

his new surroundings, for he died soon after he settled here. His widow was

married again, to August Heringlake, and they continued farming, setting out

vineyards and in other ways keeping abreast of the times. Mrs. Heringlake died

about 1903. She was the mother of six children, of whom Mrs. Hagerty is third

in order of birth. After his marriage, Mr. Hagerty opened a general merchandise

store in Sierra City and conducted it very successfully for several years. He

then came to Fresno County, bought a tract in Temperance Colony, and followed

ranching until he began railroading, in the employ of the Southern Pacific

Railway. For a time was stationed at Sacramento, until he returned to private

life, and he is now living at Penryn. His wife died in Fresno, leaving two children,

Harry W., of this review; and Ernest, of Los Angeles. 




From the age of five, Harry W.

Hagerty was raised in Fresno County, where he attended the public schools of

Temperance Colony, and the Fresno High School, from which he graduated in 1905.

Reared in a county where viticulture is one of the principal sources of

revenue, from an early age he was familiar with that branch of agriculture.

After his graduation, he entered the employ of the Southern Pacific Railway as

a clerk in the office. In time, however, he decided that in order to get ahead

and accomplish something worthwhile he would buy some land and take up the

culture of vines: so he purchased forty acres at Mt. Campbell, set out a

vineyard, and sold it in 1912 at a good profit, he then accepted a position

with the Wallace Trust Company, which owns 870 acres in Fresno County, 540

acres in one body being devoted to vineyard, orchard and alfalfa; forty acres

in oranges is situated at Centerville, and 160 acres of farming land is located

on the San Joaquin. He is superintendent of the entire tract, and supervises

the conduct of the various branches of ranching carried on, which include,

besides those above mentioned, the raising of wine grapes, cattle and horses.

He gives his personal attention to his work and is making a name and place for

himself in Fresno County. 




Mr. Hagerty was married, in

Fresno, to Maybelle Bitzer, a native of San Francisco, and they have two

children: Jane Helen and William Jerome. Mr. Hagerty is a member of the

California Associated Raisin Company and is a stockholder, director and

vice-president of the Backer Vineyard Company. The Backer estate consists of

760 acres of land in the county, of which 205 acres are in vineyards of table

and raisin grapes, the remaining acres being devoted to grain' farming. He also

owns a twenty-acre vineyard in Eggers Colony, which is well improved, with a

large modern residence. He is a popular and progressive young man, and a bright

future is predicted for him by those who know him best. 




 




HORACE E. BARNUM.




 




Probably no other state in the

Union may boast of such a large number of pioneers, such as the late Horace E.

Barnum, whose ancestry reaches back to the good old days of New England and has

to do with the foundation of our great republic. He was born on May 9, 1854,

near Hastings, Mich., the son of Philander Barnum, whose father, Elijah Barnum,

was a New Englander who early removed to the wilderness of Barry County, Mich.

He cleared a space in the forest and built a log cabin, and among the maple and

beech trees, he created an attractive homestead, and there closed his days,

having enjoyed life to the full with his family. 




Philander Barnum grew up a farmer

to succeed his father, and when he retired, he removed to Battle Creek whose

climatic attractions were already being felt. He had married Harriet E.

Bidwell, a native of Albion, Mich., who also came of a long line of New

Englanders. They had five children. Mr. Barnum died at Battle Creek, and Mrs.

Barnum at Hastings, and both were widely lamented. 




Horace was the fourth child in

the order of birth, and the only one to come to the Pacific Coast. He attended

the public schools of Battle Creek and Albion, and in the middle of the

seventies, just when California was getting ready to make its bow to the nation

at the Philadelphia Centennial, he came west to the Golden State. He passed

three years in the Sacramento Valley, then went to Washington, and after a year

returned to California and located at Woodland. In Yolo County he followed

agriculture for several years. 




With T. L. Reed Mr. Barnum came

south to the San Joaquin Valley in 1885, and leased the South Mountain tract.

He had to break seven or eight sections of the land, and needed to employ from

eight to ten horses on a plow; but he was rewarded by a large crop of grain,

although he had to haul it sixteen miles to market. In time, Mr. Reed offered

him 160 acres of land in Tulare County for his interest in the firm, and in

Tulare Mr. Barnum farmed for a year. 




Removing then to Lemoore, Mr.

Barnum embarked in the hotel business for a year, but was burned out. He

resumed hotel management in Reedley, however, and also invested in twenty acres

of land for an orchard. He had just entered upon the contract and made the

first payment, when he met with a frightful accident that might easily have

cost him his life, and that would have robbed most men of courage and the stuff

needed to go forward. A gun placed in the buggy in which he was returning from

hunting fell and discharged its contents into his side and shoulder, causing

such a wound that the surgeon had to amputate the arm. Nevertheless, Mr. Barnum

prepared his land for irrigation, made a park on the river bank, set out an

orchard and went ahead with his projects in hotel management. 




Not so long after, Mr. Barnum was

appointed constable, and at the end of a year, he entered on a two-year term as

roadmaster. His conscientious and able discharge of duties in these offices led

to his being called for as Republican candidate for County Auditor in 1894, and

he was elected by a plurality of six hundred votes for a term of four years. In

1898, was renominated for the same office, and was elected over the fusion

candidate by a majority of one hundred eight votes, being one of two

Republicans to reach office that year. In 1902, a majority of seventeen hundred

votes, the largest vote in the county, enabled him to lead his ticket and again

to be reelected. In 1906 and in 1910 he was again elected, each time without

opposition, and he had announced his candidacy for 1914, when sickness and

death interfered. He died on June 15, 1914. To permit himself to reside near

his office, Mr. Barnum removed from his ranch to Fresno, and for years lived in

this city. 




While in Yolo County in 1894, Mr.

Barnum was married at Woodland to Miss Mary Eva Dearing, daughter of John and

Ellen Dearing, among the sturdiest and most honored pioneers of that county.

She was born in Morgan Valley, Lake County, and two children blessed their

union — Ida May, Mrs. F. F. Minard; and Charles E. Mrs. Barnum, who has been a

consistent Baptist, is living in Fresno. 




Besides being active in Chamber

of Commerce work, and in national politics under the banners of the Republican

party, Mr. Barnum was an Elk, a Knight of Pythias, a member of the Ancient

Order of United Workmen, a Forester, and a Woodman of the World. He had a

strong, impressive personality, a large heart, high ideals and a winning disposition;

was a good citizen and a good friend. 




 




JASPER E. MITCHELL.




 




In these days of strenuous effort

the man who hopes to acquire success in any calling must be one of brains and

persistency, with a thorough knowledge of the work to which he is devoting his

attention, and such a man is Jasper E. Mitchell of Fresno. He was born in

Kansas, October 12, 1876, a son of Edgar R. and Cynthia (Hayes) Mitchell,

natives of Illinois and Missouri, respectively, and who became the parents of

three children. The family left Kansas in 1877, emigrating westward and for

about sixteen years resided in Colorado, then in 1893 continued their journey

to the Pacific Coast and settled in Tulare County, Cal. It was about eighteen

months later that they made their way into Fresno County, where the elder

Mitchell engaged in the livery business, with the other two sons, E. R.. jr.,

and F. H. Here they continued four years, then left and the father now resides

in Fresno where he is engaged in the real estate business. 




At the age of one year Jasper E.

Mitchell was taken by his parents to Colorado, where he grew up and received

his schooling until he was about seventeen, when he accompanied the family to

California. Here he began to learn an entirely new business, then in its infancy

in this state, that of fruit-growing, buying, packing and selling. So well did

he succeed that he went into partnership with J. Ed. Mitchell, remaining in

this business for two years, until 1907, under the name of Mitchell &

Mitchell, and were well known and successful. 




In 1907, J. E. Mitchell quit the

fruit business and became a general contractor, specializing in roads and

bridges, and he has handled road construction work in various sections on the

state highways. Some of his contracts are: The Kings River state highway in

Sierra County; the Sierra and Downieville road; the Humboldt and Trinity state

road; Redwood Park road in Santa Cruz County; and one of the finest pieces of

concrete work in the state, which was under his supervision, the Burrel bridge.

In Fresno County alone he has executed over 2,300 contracts ranging from a

10-inch pipe to Lane's Bridge, the largest in the county. Among the more

important contracts handled by Mr. Mitchell are the following: Lane's Bridge,

over the San Joaquin: the rebuilding of the large concrete bridge east of

Sanger over Kings River; the bridge north of Reedley; Centerville bridge;

Burrel bridge, all three over the Kings River; and the rebuilding of the

Herndon bridge over the San Joaquin. These are all in Fresno County. Some of

the outside contracts are the concrete bridge over Eel River; one over Mad

River in Humboldt County; and the bridge over the South Fork of the Eel in

Trinity. 




It must not be inferred that Mr.

Mitchell has devoted his time to business affairs alone, for he has done his

share of public service and as a deputy county clerk became well known throughout

the county; he also served as a deputy sheriff and in other ways has been of

service to his fellow citizens. There has been no movement put forward to bring

Fresno County before the world at large but what he has always been found in

the van. 




The marriage of J. E. Mitchell

with Miss Bessie Rutherford was celebrated December 10, 1903, and they have two

children, Dwight Elbert and Elva Lenona, to brighten their home circle, and who

with their parents enjoy the esteem of a wide circle of friends. Mr. Mitchell

is a member of the Woodmen of the World; the Fraternal Order of Eagles; the B.

P. O. Elks; the Commercial Club; and the Chamber of Commerce. He is a

Republican in national affairs but is non-partisan in local issues, always

seeking what is best for the majority. Their home at 206 Strother Avenue,

Kearney Boulevard Heights, built on modern lines, is ever open with that true

hospitality known only to the Californians. 




 




JOHN W. GEARHART.




 




In the arduous yet interesting

field of court reporting, we find John W. Gearhart, who was born in Fairmount,

Luzerne County. Pa.. June 1, 1852, son of Wesley R. and Sarah (Millard)

Gearhart. His father, a graduate of Girard Medical College, Philadelphia, Pa.,

took up the practice of his profession in Winnebago, Ill., in the Rock River

Valley, in 1854. Dr. and Mrs. Gearhart came to Fresno, Cal, in 1886, and there

resided until the time of the death of Dr. Gearhart in 1889. Mrs. Gearhart

thereafter lived in Pacific Grove until her decease, in 1906, her remains being

interred with those of her husband and son Charles in the Masonic Cemetery,

Fresno. 




The subject of this sketch

received his education in the public schools of Illinois. After acquiring some

proficiency as a shorthand writer, Mr. Gearhart, in 1872, obtained a position

as secretary of Allan Pinkerton (Chief of the United States Secret Service

during the Civil War), in the Chicago offices of Pinkerton's National Detective

Agency, later being transferred to the New York office and still later to the

Philadelphia office of the agency. 




In 1873 Mr. Gearhart returned to

Chicago and accepted a position as stenographer in the law offices of Messrs.

Aver, Beckwith & Kales. Coming to California in the winter of 1874-75 he

entered the employ of Dun's Commercial Agency, and in the latter part of 1875

commenced his life work as a court reporter with the firm of Osbourne &

Jones, official court reporters, San Francisco. In the fall of 1875. Mr.

Gearhart was appointed official reporter of the District Court of the Third Judicial

District of California by Hon. James B.' Campbell, then judge of said court,

thereafter receiving appointments as official reporter of the county courts of

Tulare, Fresno, Merced and Mariposa Counties, comprised in the Third Judicial

District, later being appointed reporter of the Kern County Superior Court,

after the adoption of the New Constitution of California, as well as of the

Superior Courts of the four counties of Tulare, Fresno, Merced and Mariposa. 




With the increase of population,

wealth and, consequently of litigation in the San Joaquin Valley, Mr. Gearhart

perforce relinquished the practice of his profession in one county after

another, retaining his position of reporter of the Superior Court of Fresno

County. His duties of later years as official reporter of Department No. 1,

under appointments by Judges Campbell, Harris, Webb, Carter and Austin,

together with the reporting of trials in the District Court of the Southern

District of California, Northern Division, as Special Examiner for the United

States Circuit and District Courts, and miscellaneous business in the line of

his profession, have constantly kept him busy. 




Among the more notable civil

cases reported by Mr. Gearhart were those of Carr & Haggin vs. Miller &

Lux, in the Superior Court of Kern County, involving riparian rights with

reference to properties of great value, and Jeremiah Clark et al vs. Poly,

Heilbron & Co., regarding title to the Rancho Laguna de Tache, comprising

some 30.000 acres of land along Kings River, the litigants in these cases being

represented by many of California's then leading lawyers — Hall McAllister,

Judge John Garber. R. E. Houghton, Judge Flournoy, Judge Denson, Hon. P. D.

Wigginton and others, the trial of each case covering a period of about three

months. As these trials occurred before the introduction of the use of the

phonograph or dictaphone and the reporter was required to furnish daily to

counsel for plaintiffs and defendants transcripts of his notes of the

testimony, the amount of labor required of one reporter and one typewriter

operator may be easily understood. 




Trials of criminal cases of more

than ordinary interest reported by Mr. Gearhart include those of The People vs.

Chris Evans, noted train robber, People vs. Heath and Polley, for the murder of

Louis B. McWhirter and that of the People vs. W. A. Sanders, for forgery, the

disappearance of one Wm. Wooton — believed to have been murdered and his

remains disposed of — being involved, the first and second trials being

presided over by Judges J. R. Webb and Carrol Cook, respectively in the

Superior Court of Fresno County. 




On July 17, 1882. Mr. Gearhart

was married to Miss Mary E. Johnson, of Visalia. Fresno has been their home for

the thirty-five years last past. In the same city now reside all of their

children — Clara L. (now Mrs. Wm. J. Cleary), James W. (also a court reporter),

and Bertrand W., a member of the legal profession, at present deputy district

attorney of .Fresno County. 




 




E. M. HANSEN.




 




An early settler who, having made

a success of one venture, that of the butchering and retail meat business, has

now succeeded in another field, viticulture and dairying, is E. M. Hansen, who

has improved a fine place and, with the assistance of his good wife, has come

to enjoy prosperity and to command a comfortable competency. He first came to

California in 1881 and within a year had fortunately found his way to Fresno

County. 




He was born in Lykonkloster,

Slesvig, Denmark, on August 4, 1854, the son of Hans Hansen, a farmer who owned

his own place, had an active and honorable part in the War of 1848-50, and who

died in 1915, aged over ninety years. He had married Christene Jaocumsen, who

died there over eighty-four years of age, passing away in 1912. There were

seven children in the family, and five are living: Mat is in Brooklyn, N. Y.;

E. M. is the subject of our review; Andrew is in West Park, Fresno County;

Christen resides in Slesvig; and Mathilda lives in Nebraska. 




E. M. was brought up on the old

homestead, and attended the local public schools, assisting on the farm until

he was nineteen or over. On account of the military oppression, he determined

to come to the United States; and in 1874 he left Hamburg for New York. He

located at Perth Amboy, and as an apprentice learned the butcher's trade,

continuing there until December, 1880, when he came west to San Francisco, and

for a while he drove on the old horse-car line in the Bay metropolis. On

February 21, 1881, he came to Fresno and here found employment as a butcher.

For a time he was engaged in business for himself, and ran a wagon through the

country east of Fresno, to Red Banks and vicinity. When he sold out, he ran a

wagon west of the town, until 1897, meantime preparing for his real future by

buying twenty acres in Fresno Colony. At the end of a year, he sold out and

bought another twenty which he improved to alfalfa and after two years also

sold. 




In 1891, Mr. Hansen bought his

present place, consisting of forty acres on Jensen Avenue, ten miles west of

Fresno. It was raw land, but he leveled and checked it and set it out as a

vineyard; and there he has continued ever since. He set out Thompson seedless

grapes, but later took up the vines and devoted the land to alfalfa. For the

last eight years he has run a dairy there. He built a residence, barns,

windmill and installed a gas-engine; and he became a stockholder in the Danish

Creamery Association. He also joined in every raisin association movement, and

is a member and a stockholder in the California Associated Raisin Company. 




At Fresno, Mr. Hansen was married

to Miss Christene Madsen, born at Varde, Jylland, Denmark, by whom he has had

five children, three of whom grew to maturity: Harry is the butcher at Kearney

Park; Martha is at home, and so is Amy. The family attends the Lutheran Church,

and they adhere to the principles of the Republican party. Mr. Hansen is a

member of the Danish Brotherhood of Fresno, and has been president of that

excellent organization. In 1906 he made a trip to New Jersey and New York, to

visit old associations, and returned better satisfied than ever with

California, and more than ever confident as to its future. 




 




MRS. MALISSA CLAYTOR.




 




A hard-working, sensible woman

who has borne the burden and heat of the day, often under disappointing and at

times distressing circumstances, is Mrs. Malissa Claytor, widow of the late

Thomas Claytor who, in 1906, built their beautiful farmhouse two miles east and

one-fourth of a mile south of Selma. He was born in Ray County, Mo., in 1857,

and grew up at Hardin, in the same county. On December 5, 1879, he was married

in Caldwell County to Miss Malissa Myers, a native of that county, who grew up

there. She is a daughter of G. W. and Lottie (Myers) Myers, who sent her to the

public schools of her locality. When eighteen, she was married. For a while

they farmed rented lands in Missouri, and then, in 1883, they came to

California, settling four miles west of Selma, where he worked for two years on

the A. A. Webber ranch. Then they bought a place three miles west of Selma,

where they lived for five years. A fire, however, destroyed their house,

household goods and wheat crop; and since they had no insurance, they sustained

heavy loss. In 1906 they bought the present place, and here they have had two

fires, but more fortunately they carried some insurance. 




For fourteen years Mrs. Myers

conducted a millinery shop on the ranch, her display room being in her

residence, and she and her husband prospered until they owned a well-improved

ranch of forty acres, all of which is now planted, sixteen and a half acres

being devoted to peaches, six and a half to apricots, five acres to Thompson

seedless, eight to muscats, and one acre to young Thompson vines. The balance

was devoted to the house-plot, drying yards and other customary features. Then

Mr. Claytor died on July 23, 1915, mourned by many. Four children were born to

them, three now living. The first-born died in infancy; Ella is the wife of J.

E. Hedges, and resides on their ranch near Selma, with their two children, H.

Leon and Ray; Grover is a rancher who owns twenty acres two miles north of

here, and who married Bessie Todd of Selma, and they have four children —

Dorris, Roxy, Grover E. and Amelia; Thomas, the youngest, is an invalid at

home. 




Mrs. Claytor, who is a member of

the Peach Growers Association and a Democrat in matters of national politics,

is about to be handsomely rewarded for long, persistent work, as the 1919 crop

she has raised will undoubtedly pay off the last of the mortgages on her

property, and then she will have clear title to house and land worth from

thirty-five to forty thousand dollars. She is consistent in her life and

character, likes to see others prosper and the general welfare advance, and

with her family is highly respected. 




 




GEORGE P. MORAN.




 




Prominent among the progressive,

influential and highly-respected ranchers who have helped to make Riverside

Colony what it is, is George P. Moran, a native of San Francisco, where he was

born in 1874. Growing up in that city, he attended the public schools there,

and when he pushed out into the world, he became a clerk in the San Francisco

Post Office. Later, he was engaged in the grocery business, so that his

combined experience in the bay metropolis was of such a nature as to prepare

him well for his later ventures. 




In 1912 Mr. Moran removed to

Fresno County, and here he embarked in ranching. He took charge of a farm,

settled at an early date by M. E. Stanton and still the property of Mrs. Moran,

who was Miss Elizabeth Stanton before her marriage. Mr. Stanton had long been a

pioneer at Visalia, being in the boot and shoe business in Tulare County, but

in 1885 he removed to Fresno County. He married Miss Margaret McCarty, and by

her had two children — Elizabeth, already referred to, and Richard Stanton. The

Moran ranch consists of sixty acres in the Riverside Colony and a quarter

section in the River Bend Colony, all of which is set out to vines and fruit

trees. Mr. Stanton died in December, 1902, his devoted wife having died in

August of the same year. He was mourned as a man of that sterling character

which always makes for the best in citizenship. 




Mr. Moran and Miss Stanton were

united in matrimony in 1907, and their union has been blessed with the birth of

three children— George, Joyce and Ruth. Mrs. Moran is an attractive hostess and

Mr. Moran is an exceedingly painstaking and accurate rancher, who keeps well

abreast of the times, follows only the most scientific methods, and operates in

the most up-to-date manner. 




 




WILLIAM WERTZ.




 




A successful dealer in hardware

and farming implements, whose previous experience as a practical farmer assists

him every day to understand the problems of the agriculturist and to forestall

his wants, is William Wertz, a native of Streator, Ill., and the son of John

Wertz, a farmer, for a while in Livingston County, that state, who eventually

returned to Streator and now resides there. His mother was Jane Reed before her

marriage, and she was a native of Illinois. She is still living, the mother of

four children. 




Born the second eldest of the

family, on January 9, 1878, William was fortunately a "home boy," and

was reared at Streator, where he attended the public schools. Later, having

finished with his books, he began to work on the farm and then, desiring a handiwork

that would be some guarantee for the future, he learned the plumbing trade,

apprenticing himself to a Streator plumber. Once more he returned to the farm,

this time in Livingston County; and when he had finished there, he was probably

as well-informed a farmer, for his years and length of practical experience, as

any man in the Middle West 




Having had his attention,

fortunately, attracted to California and its wonderful resources, and

especially to the many advantages Fresno County has to offer, Mr. Wertz in 1913

came to Clovis and located here, buying a forty-acre vineyard where, for a

couple of years, he engaged in the science of viticulture. Then he sold out and

bought a twenty-seven-acre vineyard which he ran for a year, finally disposing

of that. 




Prior to selling out the second

time, Mr. Wertz had purchased the business of Hawkins Brothers, the hardware

dealers, and now he embarked in that line. He not only bought their extensive

stock of hardware and agricultural implements, pumping plants, steel, tanks and

plumbing, but also the building they had occupied; and he prepared for a larger

business along the same lines. Now he installs, among other outfits, pumping

plants, and sells the Waterloo Boy engine; he carries a full line of P. &

O. implements and belting, etc., and his establishment on Front Street makes an

excellent display. 




While in Illinois, Mr. Wertz was

married to Miss Gertrude Clark, a native of Mr. Wertz's birthplace; and their

union has resulted in two promising children — Gladys and Blanche. The family

attend the Methodist Church; but far beyond the circles of that live religious

organization Mr. and Mrs. Wertz are known for their loyal citizenship, their

qualities as friends, their capacity as neighbors. Clovis has no more

successful business man, and it has no more devoted couple. 




 




JAMES HENRY GOOD.




 




The bright prospects held forth

by the fertile valleys of California have allured many an ambitious young man

to the "land of sunshine and flowers."' Prominent among these valleys

is that of the great San Joaquin, unexcelled for salubrity of climate, beauty

of situation and fertility of soil. About the center of this valley lies the

county of Fresno. 




Among the enterprising young men

who came to Fresno County while the country was new, is James Henry Good, who

came from his native state of West Virginia, where he was born at Hamlin,

Lincoln County, on December 3, 1873. His father, Samuel Henry Good, was a son

of the "Old Dominion," born in Franklin County, and served at the age

of sixteen as volunteer in the Southern army during the trying days of our

great civil conflict. Upon returning to his home at the close of the war, he

married one of the fair daughters of that state, Adeline M. Davis, removing

after his marriage to Lincoln County, W. Va., where he followed the occupation

of farming until he removed to Lexington, Dawson County, Nebr., where he

resided until his death. Adeline Davis Good, who died in April, 1916, was the

mother of seven children, of whom our subject was the third child. 




James Henry Good attended the

Simon Branch log schoolhouse in Lincoln County until sixteen years of age, then

removing to Nebraska, where he worked on his father's farm until 1894, when he

came to the Pacific Coast, arriving in Fresno County October 10th. He was

employed in the Tarpey vineyard for eighteen months, afterwards settling east

of Clovis in the employ of others for one year. He then leased 640 acres of

land from J. W. Potter, and followed ranching. 




.On October 15, 1898, Mr. Good

was united in marriage with Rachael Kuhn, a native of Dearborn County, Ind., a

daughter of Michael and Mary (Berg) Kuhn. Before her marriage, Mrs. Good, with

her parents, removed to Missouri, where her father died; her mother is still

living. Rachael Kuhn was educated in the schools of Queen City, Schuyler

County, Mo. She came to Fresno, in 1893, where she met and married Mr. Good.

Two children have blessed their union: Glen J., who graduated at the Clovis

High School in 1918; and Velma May, attending Clovis High School, class of

1920. 




After his marriage Mr. Good

continued grain-farming on the Potter ranch, at first harvesting with a twelve-horse

team by headers, and later with a combined harvester drawn by thirty-two head

of horses and mules. Seeing the great opportunity for intensive farming, in the

fall of 1900 he purchased twenty acres of land, the nucleus of the present home

place, setting part of it to peaches and raisin grapes, and the remainder in

alfalfa. In 1901 he purchased another twenty acres, planting it to raisin

grapes and alfalfa, working in addition other people's land. In 1903 he

purchased another twenty acres, improving this also. In 1907 he added to his

acreage forty acres of partly improved land, altogether 100 acres. Seventy

acres of this land is set to vineyard, of muscat, sultanas and Thompson

seedless; twenty acres to orchard, and ten acres in alfalfa. 




In 1904, Mr. Good built his

present commodious and modern residence, where he resides with his family. He

was one of the original stockholders of the Clovis Farmers' Union, and one of

the directors. This company built a raisin-packing plant and operated it until

they sold to the California Associated Raisin Company, of which he is a

stockholder and member. He is also a member of the California Peach. Growers,

Inc. For a number of years he was Council Commander of Pine Burr Camp, Woodmen

of the World, at Clovis, and his wife is an active member of the Neighbors of

Woodcraft. Mr. Good is a member and trustee of the Methodist Episcopal Church

South, and is ex-president of its board of stewards, and has been president of

the Epworth League, and is teacher of the young people's class. Always

interested in having good schools, he has served acceptably as trustee of

Jefferson School District and has been clerk of the board. 




Mr. Good made his first trip back

to Nebraska to visit his mother and relatives, in 1900, and in 1904, with his

family, he went back to Missouri and then went on to his old West Virginia

home. Again, in 1908, he made a trip to his old home in West Virginia, and in

1919, with his family, he made an extended trip east, visiting Nebraska,

Missouri, and West Virginia, and also the interesting points in various eastern

cities. 




Mr. Good has seen Fresno County

develop to its present position of importance in the commonwealth, and in his

untiring efforts to assist in that development he has been instrumental in

bringing many new settlers to the county. 




 




OLNEY WHITESIDE.




 




Great honor is due the courageous

pioneers of the Golden State, and in view of the great hardships they

experienced, the perils they braved and their untiring efforts to blaze a path

for a later civilization, their names should be perpetuated in such a manner

that their labors, in the days of trial, may remain an inspiration and

encouragement to the toilers of today. 




Olney Whiteside is a pioneer of

California and one of the few remaining survivors of those early days, having

arrived here on January 1, 1856. He was born in Jackson County, Mo., while his

parents were en route from Illinois to Iowa, June 23, 1838, a son of Alexander

Whiteside, a native of Toronto, Canada, who came to the United States when

nineteen years of age and made his home for a while in New Hampshire with a Mr.

Sherman, whose daughter, Electa, afterwards became his wife. Grandfather

Whiteside was born in Ireland, while the Shermans were descendants of an old

American family. Alexander and Electa Whiteside, the parents of our subject

died in Los Angeles, the former at seventy-two, and the latter at seventy years

of age. 




Young Whiteside was brought up

and attended school at Kainesville, Iowa, where his father and uncle followed

the occupation of well digging, and the father was also engaged in teaming and

lumbering, there being no railroads in Iowa at that time. 




In 1852 the Whiteside family

crossed the plains to Salt Lake City, Utah, and Olney drove one of the ox

teams. That fall the father returned to Kainesville, purchased a threshing

machine and in the spring of 1853 returned to Salt Lake, hauling the machine

all the way across the plains. It was one of the first threshing machines used

in the vicinity of Salt Lake City. At that time money was very scarce and Mr.

Whiteside was obliged to accept wheat as pay for his threshing outfit, but this

he disposed of to the emigrants passing through Salt Lake City. 




Olney Whiteside remained in Salt

Lake City until the fall of 1855, when he and an Indian agent named Irvin,

drove 600 head of cattle to Montana and during their trip were among the

Flathead Indians who were at war with the Crows and Blackfeet. The Indians

secured the cattle after which young Whiteside, then only a boy of seventeen,

sensed danger and showed his remarkably sound judgment by returning at once to

Salt Lake City, a distance of 300 miles, traveling alone on horseback and every

night stopping with Indians. He arrived home in safety, but it is reported that

Mr. Irvin, together with eight white men that remained, were all murdered. 




Upon arriving home he found his

father ready to make a trip to California, so he joined the party and they

landed in San Bernardino, going on to San Gabriel Mission where the father

leased the Santa Anita Ranch, and ran a dairy (this is the same ranch that

became the property of E. J. "Lucky" Baldwin). Mr. Whiteside says

that they could have bought the place for twenty-five cents per acre, but they

had come to California to dig gold and were not content with operating a dairy,

so during the summer they sold the lease and dairy and started for Sacramento.

On July 4, 1856, they were at Stockton, where they witnessed a bullfight.

During the fall of 1857 Olney Whiteside owned sixteen head of oxen and lived in

Yuba County and ran an ox team freighting outfit from Sacramento to Grass

Valley, Nevada County; and he has the distinction of having hauled material for

the first quartz mill to Virginia City, Nev., the mill is known as the

"Old Spanish Mill." To transport it required thirteen wagons, with

four yoke of oxen to each, the route being through the old Geiger Canyon. After

the quartz mill was delivered to Virginia City, the party loaded 8,000 feet of

lumber, which they hauled to Fort Churchill, Nev. In the fall of 1864, Olney's

father and uncle went over Silver Mountains, into Alpine County. Cal. They

bought a quartz mill at Nevada City, which was torn down and hauled by Olney

Whiteside over to Alpine County during the winter of 1863-64, and it required

three teams of eight mules each and took several trips. This enterprise proved

a failure and the father and uncle lost all they invested, in addition to which

Olney lost $20,000 that he had put into the project. Undaunted by failure he

returned to Yuba County, where he had a ranch of 400 acres which he farmed in

partnership with a cousin. 




On September 15, 1869, Olney

Whiteside was united in marriage with Miss Ellen Bradshaw, a native of

Illinois, who was a babe in arms when her parents brought her across the plains

to Oregon and in that state she was reared to young womanhood. Her father was

the Rev. Charles Bradshaw, a minister of the Christian Church in Oregon, and

later of California, the family having moved from Oregon to Sutter County. Mr.

and Mrs. Bradshaw are buried in Rosedale Cemetery, Los Angeles. Soon after

marriage Mr. Whiteside sold his ranch in Yuba County and removed to Saticoy

Springs, Ventura County, then a part of Santa Barbara County, and here he leased

and operated a ranch of 320 acres. Later he farmed the Briggs Orchard place for

several years. On account of his wife's failing health he removed to the Conejo

Ranch, on the county line between Ventura and Los Angeles Counties, and

purchased 4,000 acres, later selling 1,000 acres to Mrs. Riley. Mr. Whiteside

remained here until 1887, when he rented his ranch and removed to Los Angeles,

so as to provide better educational advantages for his children. He sold his

3,000-acre ranch to his oldest son for $20,000. During the three years that Mr.

Whiteside lived in Los Angeles he helped grade some of the streets. After

leaving the City of the Angels he was superintendent of the construction of the

Turlock Irrigation Ditch, but while living there contracted malaria and it was

thought he could not live. In 1890 he sent his teams over to Lemoore, and

returned to Los Angeles. The sunshine and balmy air soon restored his lost

health, then he returned to Lemoore and from there moved over the line into

what was then Fresno County and rented 1,200 acres, but on account of a flood,

that season, was unsuccessful in his undertaking and subsequently moved to the

Summit Lake district where he broke 640 acres of land and planted it to wheat,

but again he was destined to disappointment for the levee broke and his crop

was washed away. Renting a combined harvester, although he had never seen one,

he contracted to harvest 2,000 acres of grain, and his undertaking proved very

successful. At the same time he rented 1,400 acres of the Boll & Hague

ranch. Later Mr. Whiteside became superintendent of the Jeff James ranch of

73,000 acres. At the same time ( 1902) he purchased his present ranch

consisting of 640 acres located four miles southeast of Helm, Fresno County. 




Mr. and Mr. Whiteside are the

parents of nine children: Eva, is the wife of Dr. W. C. Yates, of Coalinga;

Alexander Lyman, is a rancher in Ventura County; Almond Elijah, married Miss

Mattie Goff, they reside in Los Angeles; Robert Olney, lives at Helm and farms

all of his father's land and rents other acreage; Lena, is the wife of Samuel

B. Williams, a rancher at Helm; Charles O-, married Miss Campbell and they

reside at Orland, Glenn County: Melvina, died in 1890, at Los Angeles, aged

eight years; John B. married Miss Williams and they live in Glenn County;

Edward Sherman, who passed away on October 18, 1918, was manager of his

father's place. Mr. Whiteside, now past eighty years of age, is vigorous and

active, is a man of splendid character, a leader in matters pertaining to the

upbuilding of the best interests of the county and his community. He and his

wife are members of the Christian Church. 




 




E. B. SWEEZEY.




 




A rancher who has had a valuable

experience both in developing his own properties and in assisting other

ranchers to develop theirs, and who, retired and able to place his savings at

the disposition of those who need them, is still helping others to succeed, is

E. B. Sweezey, who resides at 2946 Grant Avenue in Fresno, to which comfortable

headquarters he withdrew, after years of strenuous exertion, in July, 1919. He

was born on Long Island, at Peconic, near Greenport, in the eastern county of

Suffolk, the son of Samuel Sweezey, a native of Middle Island, the same county,

and the grandson of the Rev. Azel Sweezey, a Presbyterian minister, who farmed

400 acres of land on Long Island. Samuel Sweezey married Miss Mary Maria

Haynes, who died when our subject was only three years old; she was the

daughter of an early settler on the Island, and a member of a family that

originally came from England. 




Through his second marriage he

had one child that grew up, Samuel C. Sweezey, still single and a farmer on

Long Island. Samuel Sweezey, Sr., met with an accident to his hand that caused

blood poisoning, and he died at his home in his sixtieth year. 




Edwin Beecher — for that is the

full name of this only offspring from the first union — was born at Peconic, L.

I., on October 11, 1853, and attended the public school of his district, where

he received that thorough instruction which proved such a foundation for him in

later life. He grew up on his father's farm, and when he left home he worked

out by the month for a neighbor, resuming work for monthly wages from his

father when he was twenty. Meanwhile, between his eighteenth and twentieth

years, he had clerked in a general merchandise store at Peconic. He continued

to work for a time, then decided to follow Horace Greeley's advice and "Go

West." He first located at Edgar, Clay County, Nebr., where he was married

to Miss Cora E. Cline, a native of Rochester, N.Y., and the daughter of William

B. and Louisa (Garrett) Cline; and in Nebraska he remained for four years. In

1884 with his wife and two babies he came out to the Coast and directed his

course to Selma, where Mrs. Sweezey had two uncles named Cline, who were

prosperous wheat-growers, and Mr. Sweezey worked on farms. He planted the

Tremper vineyard of 160 acres set out to muscats, four and a half miles east of

Selma, known at that time as the Cline Place, and that was one of the first

large vineyards created east of Selma. For four years, too, he ran that

vineyard, and then he took the vineyard of William T. Sesnon and managed the

eighty acres for twenty-two years. 




During part of this time he

engaged extensively in raising wheat, operating a ranch of 1,500 acres now

known as the Great Western Vineyard five miles north of Reedley; and although

he sold wheat as low as seventy-four cents per cwt., he paid his debts on the

basis of 100 cents on the dollar. He did not clear any profit, however, on

wheat: so he bought ninety acres directly across the road north of the Sesnon

place, and planted that to trees, vines and alfalfa. He also bought and

improved other lands and sold them. 




From 1904 to 1906 Mr. Sweezey

managed 8.000 acres of a ranch of 16,000 acres in Monterey County, inherited by

Mr. Sesnon and badly run down; and so well did he handle the estate that he

brought it up again to a high state of cultivation. He conducted general

farming and raised thoroughbred Hereford and Durham cattle, producing the first

herd of thoroughbred Herefords in that part of the county. 




Four children have been born to Mr.

and Mrs. Sweezey's lives. H. C. Sweezey married Amy Sane, a rancher living east

of Selma; F. E. Sweezey is also a rancher, and resides on and operates the

Sesnon Vineyard, assisted by his wife, who was Ethel Johnson of Selma. Eva

Alberta, called Birdie, is the wife of Alvin King, a rancher who lives

southeast of Selma. Shirley married Claude Grimes, a rancher northeast of

Selma; and resides in that town. Mr. Sweezey owns some fine residential

property at Long Beach; belongs to the Woodmen of the World, and is a

Republican 




In 1916, soon after he bought his

present place, Mr. and Mrs. Sweezey took an auto trip to the Empire State and

his old home on Long Island. He also visited Florida, and on his wide tour from

San Francisco to New York, and Canada to Mexico, he motored through thirty

states. None the less, these loyal people were glad to get back to the state of

their adoption. 




 




HON. MELVIN PETTIT.




 




A thoroughly responsible and

well-known citizen of Fresno County who has worked unceasingly for every

interest that would add to the upbuilding power of the community in which he

lives, as well as the county at large, and who has been able to contribute some

share to the sum-total of forces making for the good, is the Hon. Melvin

Pettit, a Canadian by birth, he having been born in the great Dominion on

August 13, 1859. He is the son of S. T. and Abigail (DeWitt) Pettit, and one of

a family of ten children. All of these grew to maturity, and three are living

in Fresno County. 




Reared and educated in the

environment of his own country, Mr. Pettit came from Canada to Michigan, where

he engaged in the lumber business for five years, removing after that to

California. In 1899 he located at Fowler, and at once bought twenty acres; and

being more than pleased with his investment, he added another twenty and

finally purchased until he owned 120 acres. He was proud enough of what he had,

but like a wide-awake settler of the developing kind, he was ready to consider

something better. 




Seeing a good chance to become

two-thirds owner, with W. D. Wilson, on a ranch containing 270 acres near

Parlier, he sold his Fowler property in 1912, and moved to his new home. In the

fall of 1918, he bought Mr. Wilson's interest in the property mentioned. Now

his product is raisins, peaches, and Thompson grapes; and such is his splendid

success, that he has obtained as high as two and a quarter tons to the acre.

This success is doubtless due in part to the fact that Mr. Pettit is a

scientific and up-to-date farmer, an extensive reader, and one who endeavors to

keep abreast of the times. 




But Mr. Pettit does not live to

succeed alone as a horticulturist. He has a healthy interest in practical

religion, and is a member of the executive board of Fresno County Young Men's

Christian Association, on which he has served for a number of years. He also

has a keen interest in the popular education, and has served with a definite

purpose on the school board. He is an active member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, and has been its Sunday school superintendent, besides holding other

offices of trust and responsibility. 




Mr. Pettit has also taken an

active part in civic affairs and political life. In 1916 he was nominated by

the Progressives, and supported by the Democrats and Prohibitionists as a

candidate for the State Assembly, and was elected by a satisfactory majority.

In 1918 he was reelected without opposition. He had the honor of casting his

vote, at the forty-third session, for national prohibition. During his two

terms in the legislature Mr. Pettit served as a member of the Educational

Committee; the last session he was chairman of the Normal School Committee. It

was during this session that he introduced a bill for the protection of

vineyards by stopping the spread of Phylloxera: the bill passed and was signed

by the governor and is of especial interest to vineyardists throughout the

entire state. 




During the Centennial year, Mr.

Pettit was married to Miss Anna A., daughter of W. W. and Caroline A. (Cross)

Kenny, by whom he has had several children who have grown to eventful careers.

A daughter, Caroline W., married Rev. James F. Nelson, a minister of the

Presbyterian faith: A. Almeda, is the wife of Fred Aden, a missionary in

Argentina: Hermon D., graduated from Occidental College at Los Angeles, studied

for the ministry and just as he had finished his course he entered the service

of the United States Government during the World War, trained a month at Camp

Kearney, then was ordered overseas with the Fortieth Division, reaching the

front when the armistice was signed and was one of the fortunate boys to be

selected for a college training and is now attending New College in London,

still in the service of his country; Ruth O., graduated in June, 1919, from

Occidental College, having completed a teacher's course; Clare N., intends to

devote himself to scientific farming. 




Mrs. Pettit is by no means behind

her husband in a life of usefulness and responsibility. For eight years she has

been connected with the Woman's Christian Temperance Union and has done her

share to advance the splendid work of that notable organization. Now she is

serving as President of the local Union. She is also President of the County W.

C. T. U. and is the First Vice-President of the W. C. T. U. of Northern

California. A pleasing and convincing speaker, she is well-known for her

fidelity to the cause of temperance, the total abolition of the traffic in

alcohol and tobacco. 




 




ALBERT SIDNEY JOHNSTON SHANNON.




 




Named in honor of the Civil War

general, Sidney J. Shannon is a true type of the manhood of Fresno County,

where he is now ably holding the office of Deputy United States Marshal in and

for the northern division of the southern district of the State of California,

his office being located on the second floor of the Post Office Building in

Fresno, while he and his family are nicely domiciled at his residence at 951

Devisadero Street. 




He was born at Millerton, Fresno

County, on August 27, 1868, and is the third child and second son of the late

Jefferson M. and Rebecca Margaret (Baley) Shannon, and a grandson of the late

Gillum Baley. He was six years old, when with his parents, he came to the new

town of Fresno, then in its infancy. He was one of the first generation of

Fresno boys and girls to attend the public schools of Fresno, the schoolhouse

being then located at the corner of L and Tulare Streets. In 1881, while a mere

lad, he began working for Miller & Lux as chore-boy, doing general

all-around work, clerked in their store, rode the range, etc., until after his

parents had moved to Alameda where he joined them in July, 1888. He there

entered and took a commercial course at a branch of Heald's Business College,

located at Oakland. 




January 1, 1889, he went to work

for the Pacific Improvement Company, entering their general offices in San

Francisco. He began as office-boy and ended as chief accountant and paymaster,

serving continuously until April 30, 1901, when he went back to work for Miller

& Lux as their general auditor. He became well and personally acquainted

with the late Henry Miller, who appointed him to take charge of the land

department for his great firm, and for many years Mr. Shannon had charge of the

buying and selling of lands, particularly the colonization and upbuilding of

the following Miller & Lux colonies: Dos Palos; Los Banos; Volta; Gustine;

Madera: Mendota; Firebaugh and Newman, looking after all the townsite and

colonization projects of the corporation from Mendota in Fresno County to

Newman in Stanislaus County. On April 15, 1910, he retired to private life in

Fresno. On March 12, 1914, he was appointed Deputy United States Marshal: he is

also deputy sheriff of Fresno County. 




The epidemic of fire which

threatened to destroy Fresno City in the summer of 1918 was stopped by the

vigilant and vigorous efforts of Mr. Shannon, who dealt very promptly and

severely with the I. W. W. element, and the city was saved. As a reward for his

strenuous efforts of the past years of application to business, Mr. Shannon has

acquired considerable property. He is furthermore interested with his brothers

Scott A., and L. S. as a one-third owner of the Shannon Estate, which owns a

large and very valuable vineyard, producing malagas and emperors, choice

varieties of table-grapes, in the production and shipping of which the Shannon

brothers are experts and their product is eagerly sought in the eastern markets

and the markets of the Middle West, where the "Shannon Estate" brand

of table grapes are at a premium. 




They also own and operate the

celebrated Shannon Estate stock ranch at Wheatville, Fresno County. The latter

property has been acquired by the Shannon brothers since their father's death. 




An able officer and an excellent

business man, Mr. Shannon is well-known throughout California. He is

particularly well-known among the Native Sons of the Golden West, in which

order he is the oldest member in good standing in the state, having been a

member for thirty-two years. He is now a member of Fresno Parlor, No. 25, and

is past president of Halcyon Parlor at Alameda. He is also an old-time and

valued member of the Fresno Lodge, No. 439, B. P. O. Elks; he is a

Thirty-second Degree Scottish Rite Mason, a Knight Templar, both at Fresno, and

is a life member of Islam Temple at San Francisco. 




Mr. Shannon was married to Miss

Johanna M. Brock, an Alameda girl, and a daughter of C. C. and Johanna M.

(Ankerson) Brock of Alameda. C. C. Brock was a retired ship-master and

well-known at the Bay. Mr. and Mrs. Shannon have one daughter, Marie Margaret

Shannon, who was married September 4, 1919, to Merrill Ostrom, of Fresno. 




The Shannon home continues to be

the center of hospitality where the old-time Fresno cordiality continues to

greet young and old friends and strangers alike. 




 




GUY STOCKTON.




 




Now one of the successful

promoters of Fresno, Guy Stockton has gained that position through sheer

enterprise and grit. The genealogy of the Stockton family can be traced back to

Sir Richard Stockton, a Scotch-Irish nobleman, the progenitor from whom all of

that name have descended. The Stocktons have played a prominent part in the

history of California, the city of Stockton being named after one of the

family. 




Guy Stockton was born on January

26, 1880, in New Mexico, on the divide between that country and Colorado. His

father died when he was but a small child, and his mother later married N. C.

Caldwell, an attorney-at-law, and moved to Fresno in March, 1887. Guy attended

the Fresno public schools as far as the seventh grade, when he called his

education completed and started on his up-hill climb toward success in life. As

early as seven years of age he began selling papers on the streets of Fresno,

the Expositor and the Fresno Republican. Afterwards he worked at odd jobs to earn

a living; in the Clovis Planing Mill for seventy-five cents per day; in a dairy

for eight dollars per month and board; then as delivery boy and clerk for

Melvin & Blaney; for H. Graff, the grocer; for Kutner-Goldstein Company;

and in the fruit packing houses. His first real start up the ladder came when

he entered the bee business. He went into Kern County and leased an apiary on

shares, making $500 the first season. With this as his capital, he came to

Fresno and bought 100 hives of bees and ten acres of land, on Church Avenue,

paying $300 for his first real estate, which he still owns. Here he set to work

with enthusiasm and produced, bought and sold honey on a large scale. He was a

member, from its organization, of the local Beekeepers' Association, and at one

time its secretary. 




In 1907, Mr. Stockton started in

the real estate business, his first sale being a forty-acre orange grove at

Centerville for $26,000, which opened his eyes and gave him an insight into

what could be accomplished in that line. 




He was the first man to develop

north-end property. Buying five-acre lots, he subdivided these and sold them

off in one-acre lots. He sold lots in Sunnyside Gardens, Baker Heights,

Recreation Park Tract, and Boyd's Addition. In 1917, Mr. Stockton built sixteen

houses in Fresno. They were sold before being completed, and the call for

houses has continued as good since. One five-acre piece of land near the Normal

School is full of houses erected by Mr. Stockton. He became exclusive agent, in

September, 1917, for the Peerless Orchards Company, and has sold 400 acres of

their properties in twenty-acre to forty-acre lots. The Peerless Fig Orchards

are located near Clovis. The soil is especially adapted to the growing of

Calimyrna figs, now one of the important industries of Fresno County. Mr.

Stockton is the owner of an eighty-acre Calimyrna fig orchard in the Peerless

tract; and he also owns eighty acres of unimproved land situated one mile east

of Lane Station, and 160 acres on the west side, besides the ten acres where he

originally had his bees. In addition to these real estate, holdings, he owns

valuable city property in Fresno. A man of unusual enterprise and vigorous

energy, Mr. Stockton has been remarkably successful in his work as a promoter

of real estate in the county. He specializes in suburban property, and can

without exaggeration be called one of the real builders of Fresno. It is to

such men as Mr. Stockton that the county owes its phenomenal growth of the past

decade, and its rank as one of the most prosperous counties of California. 




Mrs. Stockton was in maidenhood

Florence Brocklebank, a native of Freehold, N. J. She is a cultured and refined

woman, possessed of rare business acumen, and is actively assisting her husband

in his enterprises. By his former marriage Mr. Stockton has two sons, Frank R.

and Norman. 




 




DR. WM. TILLMAN BURKS




 




The notable career of Fresno's

pioneer physician, Dr. Till Burks, as familiarly known, who for nearly forty

years, had been identified with the life of Fresno City and County, came to a

very sudden close October 21, 1918, after an illness of only one day from

influenza. Dr. Burks was born at Shelbina, Mo., October 7, 1858, and after

completing his education in his native town, he entered Boone College, from

which he was graduated. He came to Fresno in 1880 and joined his brother,

Charles F. Burks, who had established the first drug store in Fresno, at the

corner of Mariposa and I Streets where for some years Dr. Burks acted as a drug

clerk. He completed his medical education at the College of Physicians and

Surgeons of San Francisco from which he graduated in 1899 with the degree of M.

D. and engaged in practice in Fresno. He married Miss Annie J. Williams of

Fresno, sister of E. A. Williams, the well-known attorney of Fresno, and W. R.

Williams, bank commissioner for the state of California. She was born in

Redruth, England. By her he had one son, Dr. Floyd L. R. Burks, who has

established a practice in Fresno. There was an estrangement which led to Mrs.

Burks securing a divorce and she now resides in Sacramento. For a short period

in his early manhood Dr. Burks served as ship's surgeon on a Pacific liner, and

in this capacity visited the South Sea Islands on a cruise which extended over

a year. While returning from this cruise in 1890, the ship touched at a Mexican

port, and President Diaz of Mexico enlisted him to stamp out a plague of yellow

fever that was then raging in Mexico. President Diaz gave Dr. Burks unlimited

authority to overcome the scourge, and placed the army and navy at his

disposal, to be utilized in making conditions more sanitary. It is stated that

in three months he had the epidemic under control, and after a residence of ten

months in Mexico he returned to California. 




Dr. Burks resumed his practice in

Fresno, and from that time on took an active interest in matters pertaining to

public health, and was for some time president of the board of health and

county health officer. While connected with the board of health. Dr. Burks is

reported, by his friends, to have insisted on the observance of the public

health laws without fear or favor. 




In 1898, Dr. W. T. Burks' second

marriage occurred, when he was united in marriage with Miss Bessie Croft, by

whom he is survived. 




As an evidence of the high esteem

in which Dr. Burks was held by his Alma Mater, special exercises were held in

honor of his memory at the College of Physicians and Surgeons at San Francisco,

Dr. Charles Boxton, dean of the college, delivering the eulogy, the unit of

student-soldiers in the Student Army Training Corps at the college stood at

attention during the ceremonies. 




Dr. Burks was a prominent Mason,

a Knight Templar and Shriner and was also a charter member of Fresno Lodge of

Odd Fellows. 




 




R. W. BRISCOE.




 




There is no question but that

success depends upon energy directed by intelligence, and courage undaunted by

adversity. It is often that the plans of men are thwarted by circumstances over

which they have little or no control, but if they could through industry and

perseverance overcome the seemingly insurmountable difficulties, as R. W.

Briscoe has done, success would come to them as it has come to him. 




He was born in Lewis County, Mo.,

in 1863. His parents were natives of Kentucky, but were married in Missouri.

The father was a farmer in Missouri, but in the fall of 1886 came to California

with his family and settled west of Malaga, buying land of the Briggs Estate.

The family at this time consisted of the father, Walter H., and mother, Mary E.

(Wallace) Briscoe, and four children: James W., now an oil man in the Kern

River field; Robert W.; Eliza, unmarried, a milliner in Porterville; and

Gertrude, now Mrs. Melvin Stone. When they came to California the father became

a fruit-grower and soon interested himself in the oil business, and owned wells

in Kern County. He died eight years ago at the age of seventy-three years. The

mother is living at Bakersfield, and is in good health at the age of seventy-nine.






R. W. Briscoe grew up on a farm

in Lewis County, Mo., and attended the common schools and a graded private

academy at Gilead, Mo. He came with his father's family to California in 1886.

He followed farming and cattle feeding in Missouri for two years. On coming to

California he bought forty acres of land from the Briggs Estate, one and a

quarter miles southwest of Malaga, improving it and planting it to vines, fig

and prune trees, and alfalfa. 




On December 25, 1888, Mr. Briscoe

went back east to Indiana and was married at Kokomo to Miss Elizabeth Caroline

Mugg, daughter of Tames and Catharine (Ingels) Mugg, and who is a descendant of

Daniel Boone, the great Kentuckian. She attended Franklin College, Franklin,

Ind., one year, and two years at La Grange College, Mo., and it was in her

college days that the acquaintance began that led to their union. Their

honeymoon trip ended in Fresno County, Cal., where Mr. Briscoe resumed his

farming and fruit-raising. 




In the early nineties Mr. Briscoe

was hard hit by the panic that landed so many men high and dry. He had

purchased heavily in land, could not meet his payments and lost his

possessions. Here is where grit and determination, backed up by the optimism of

his wife, came to the rescue. He started again, and now he owns 1,100 acres in

various localities. The home ranch consists of forty acres in muscat grapes;

120 acres near Skaggs Bridge, close to Kerman, in vineyard; 100 acres in the De

Wolf District, in vineyard; also he has 730 acres near Sanger which he bought

last year, which he uses as a stock ranch. In 1917 he had planted 100 acres in

corn and built three silos, and he also had 100 acres in corn in 1918. To use

up all this feed he has 240 head of cattle mostly feeders, 300 hogs, 20 mules

and horses. He has sold 160 acres of land to his four oldest sons. In his time,

Mr. Briscoe has planted over 500 acres to vineyards. In 1909 he raised

twenty-three carloads of raisins, all his own, seven cars of which he shipped

to Minneapolis. He is actively interested in the Raisin Growers Association. 




In the cultivation of his vast

holdings, Mr. Briscoe has used all of the latest improved farming implements,

and brings to his aid three tractors, the Moline, the Case and the Fitch. He

finds them invaluable in the cultivation of his vineyards as they do most

excellent work, and as more than half of his land is in vineyards, it is

necessary that he use such machinery as will do the work among the vines. He

has resisted the temptation to go largely into the oil business, but did

venture into that field a few years ago, and came out about even. Mr. Briscoe

has kept aloof from politics, but is greatly interested in education, and has

served on the election board for fifteen years. Having so many interests and

they being somewhat scattered, Mr. Briscoe does business in Sanger, Fowler,

Malaga, Fresno and Kerman, and as a consequence has a large acquaintanceship

among the business men of these communities, and is highly esteemed by all of

them. 




Mr. Briscoe and W. R. Nutting,

now of Fresno, got the first one hundred members to the Raisin Growers

Exchange, and this was the foundation of the California Raisin Growers

Association which has been of such benefit to raisin-growers in the San Joaquin

Valley. 




Mr. Briscoe is an untiring

worker, and since the war began has been doing almost double duty, putting in

at times as much as twenty hours a day. He is a man of excellent judgment and

has great executive ability. He is kindly considerate, and public-spirited. His

wife is an accomplished woman, a devoted mother, and a worthy helpmeet. Their

home is surrounded with the things that make for high standards of living, and

abounds with good books, farm periodicals and papers. Their family is most interesting,

and consists of seven children: Ernest, married to Margaret Weimert, of Fresno,

ranchers, living near the De Wolf school; Elmer, married to Delcie Barr, lives

in the same vicinity; Walter married Gladys Wells, of the same vicinity: James,

a soldier in France; Roy, now at home; Beryl, a senior in Fowler High School;

and Fred, in the grammar school. All the older boys attended Heald's Business

College at Fresno. 




Most highly esteemed by all who

know them, it was a happy day indeed, when in 1886, the Briscoe family cast

their lot in Fresno County. Fresno and Fresno County will ever extend a hearty

welcome to men of Mr. Briscoe's character. 




 




HON. L. B. CARY.




 




That adverse conditions build up

the strong has found convincing evidence in the life of L. B. Cary, whose

dauntless .spirit has surmounted many obstacles, and drawn helpful lessons from

disheartening circumstances. He was born in Ohio, June 26, 1848, and at the age

of five years he removed with his parents to Iowa. His father, Rev. J. R. Cary,

was one of the pioneer ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and with

his little family went through all the hardships incident to itinerant

pioneering in that then far-western state. 




In spite of poverty and

privation, L. B. secured an academic and collegiate education, and later taught

school for a few years and studied law. This he abandoned to take up newspaper

work, in which he continued till coming to California, in 1902. In 1912, Mr.

Cary was elected to the State Legislature as representative from the

Fifty-second District in Fresno County. He distinguished himself as a champion

of the agricultural interests of the state, and was notably instrumental in

defeating the measure to bring farm labor under the eight-hour law, which would

have proved of great injury to the agricultural, stock and fruit interests of

the entire state. 




In 1914, he was reelected and

became noted as one of the leading champions in the movement against corrupt

practices, and in securing legislation, and later was instrumental in securing

the passage of an amendment to the constitution making it unlawful for a member

of the legislature to hold any other office, trust or employment under the

state during the term for which he was elected or for two years thereafter. 




During the session of 1915 a

measure was passed having for its aim the abolition of party lines in

California. A protest against this measure in the form of a referendum was

carried to the people. Mr. Cary at once became one of the leading champions of

the referendum, which was approved by the people with no uncertain majority. At

a special session of 1916 the same measure was again forced through the

legislature in spite of its repudiation by the people. Mr. Cary was made

chairman of the legislative committee to carry a second referendum of the

question to the people. He made a thorough organization of the state and after

a brilliant and heated contest had the satisfaction of seeing the measure for

the destruction of party lines in California again rejected by the people by an

overwhelming majority, all but four counties in the state registering their

protest against the destruction of party integrity. 




Asa platform orator and read)'

forum fighter, Mr. Cary has few superiors. He was never known to flinch from

any contest in which he saw imperiled the cause of justice and right. Being a

man of intense conviction, and having once decided as to the justness of the

cause, he took his stand accordingly, without fear or favor, and regardless of

who might be against him. Throughout his whole life he has had but one rule to

guide his line of action — that of humanity, justice and right. Policy never

entered into his calculation. For this reason he has made a name for himself in

California which will live after him in connection with the history of the

causes he has championed. 




 




L. S. SHANNON.




 




Prominent among the interesting

men of Fresno County whose acknowledged ability in their chosen fields makes it

perfectly natural that they should be entrusted with important affairs and

attain to a leadership meaning much to themselves and the community in which

they reside, is L. S. Shannon, one of the owners and the superintendent of the

famous Shannon Estate vineyard, a son of the late J. M. Shannon, long the

well-known townsite agent of the Pacific Improvement Company, and grandson of

Hon. Gillum Baley, a distinguished pioneer. Few men had greater foresight, or a

higher sense of honor combined with aggressive, executive power, than J. M.

Shannon, who was an acting director under A. N. Towne, president of the Pacific

Improvement Company — the holding company for the Southern Pacific — and had

such influence with Messrs. Stanford, Huntington, Crocker and Hopkins, that he

secured the valuable donation of several blocks in Fresno for the site of the

Court House and Court House Park. Judge Baley was the presiding judge when the

county seat was removed from Millerton, and was widely esteemed as a man both

of native ability and great brain power. Elsewhere in this work the lives of

these historical personages are very properly presented in detail. 




L. S. Shannon was born at

Millerton, at that time the county seat of Fresno County, on Independence Day,

1871; but since he was only three and a half years old when his parents moved

to Fresno, he has only faint recollections of his birth-place. His father, as

the student of local history may recall, had served as undersheriff; and when

the county seat was moved, in 1874, he brought his family with him to Fresno

where our subject grew up and attended the public schools. When a mere lad, in

the middle of his teens, he knew every business man and every prominent farmer

in the city and the county; for he was entrusted with the delivery of

telegrams, and this service for the Western Union Telegraph Company compelled

him to move about with his eyes and ears wide open. 




Having finished his course of

study at the White School, where the late D. S. Snodgrass, afterward the banker

at Selma, was his last teacher, young Shannon attended the Alameda high school,

and then went to a business college at Oakland. About the same time he became

chairman for a party of surveyors employed by the Pacific Improvement Company,

and his ability coming to the attention of his superiors, he was taken into the

company's main office at San Francisco, where he remained for eight years. Next

he accepted a responsible position with the Oakland Gas Light & Heat

Company, and he was with that concern for six years. 




On August 2, 1903, Mr. Shannon

was married at Alameda to Miss Jane Lawrence, a native of Napa and the daughter

of Charles and Ann (Willis) Lawrence, natives of Stockholm, Sweden, and

England, respectively. Mr. Lawrence came to San Francisco as a cabin boy on a

ship and in the Bay City became a ship carpenter. Mrs. Lawrence came to

California an orphan, and was brought up by an older sister, with whom she

remained until she married at San Francisco, in 1868. The other children in the

Lawrence family were Catherine, Willis and Mary. Mrs. Shannon was reared at

Alameda and was graduated from the Alameda high school, in the Class of '94;

after which she attended the San Jose Normal School, graduating with the Class

of '98; and teaching in the city schools of Alameda until she was married. Mr.

and Mrs. Shannon have two children, Milam Jefferson and Lawrence Dudley. 




Mr. Shannon's particular

responsibility, in helping to manage the Shannon Estate owned by the several

brothers, is for the most part the raising of table grapes and in this field he

has been signally successful. Through many years of work and study he has

become a specialist in both the growing and marketing of table grapes, and at

present has ninety acres in malagas. Their products are packed and shipped from

Miley, on the Santa Fe, and are marketed under the label of the "Shannon

Estate Brand," and they command high prices, and find a ready market in

New York City, Boston and Philadelphia. There are also eight acres in emperors,

a table grape maturing very late in the season, and eighteen acres of muscats

and sultanas. He has thirty-five acres in peaches, while the balance of the

land is in alfalfa and pasture. The Shannon Estate Vineyard us.es eight horses

and employs live men all the year around, and as many as twenty-five men during

the harvesting season. 




Although a Republican, and one

with live ideas as to national political reform and progress, Mr. Shannon has

loyally supported the administration in its difficult war work. For six years

he served as trustee of the Walnut school district, while he lived in that section,

and he has maintained a live interest in popular education ever since. He is a

member of Halcyon Parlor of the Native Sons of the Golden West at Alameda, and

he also belongs to Fresno Lodge, No. 439, B. P. O. Elks. 




 




DR. EUGENE W. LAISNE.




 




One of Fresno's most promising

professional men. Dr. Eugene W. Laisne, was surely destined, by virtue of his

natural ability, to be a genius among Optometrists. Unusually gifted as a

mechanical manipulator and inventor, the human eye has been to him an open

book. His intellectual perception also amounts to a real intuition, by which he

is able to discover the actual visual condition of his patients, apart from

their own statements regarding their eye troubles. Dr. Laisne obtained his

training and experience in optical work in that great center of world life, New

York City, and in several other leading cities of the East, where he studied

and practiced under some of the most noted men in the profession, and became

familiar with the latest apparatus and methods. In 1909 he came to California

and in July of that year graduated from the Los Angeles College of Optometry

and Ophthalmology. 




Dr. Laisne chose Fresno as the

place in which to build himself up in his rising profession, and in 1910 he

opened an office in the Republican Building, and began the practice which has

placed him — in the opinion of those most familiar with his work — among the

very best Optometrists and Opticians in California. After the death of Dr.

Rowell in 1912, Dr. Laisne was able to occupy the well-known rooms in the

corner of the second floor of the Republican Building, which Dr. Rowell had

used for so many years. Here he remained until May, 1918, when his increasing

business and growing reputation demanded a more commodious and accessible

location. He leased and fitted up his present admirably equipped offices and

work shop, adjoining the Bank and Trust Company of Central California, at 1054

J Street, and exactly opposite that old landmark, the Grand Central Hotel.

Since removing to this prominent location, his business has more than doubled,

and will undoubtedly increase rapidly from year to year. 




If we add to his genius for

Optical work and invention, a rare philosophical insight and an intense desire

to be thorough in all his professional work, together with an unusual amount of

industry, we have the causes of his remarkable success in treating the eyes of

thousands of people in this city and county, and in the valley at large. In

many of his cases, Dr. Laisne has been wonderfully successful in restoring and

strengthening vision, and in removing the source of various nervous disorders,

as well as that of various other organic troubles which (the medical profession

now asserts) are largely due to defects of vision, and are amenable to

correcting lenses. The writer confidently predicts that Dr. Laisne's fame as an

eye specialist will extend throughout the State of California, and probably

throughout the country. 




 




LORENZO B. CHURCH.




 




Among the worthiest

representatives of well-known pioneer families of California must be mentioned

Lorenzo B. Church, the son of the founder of the canal system in Fresno County,

and a native of Lake County, Ind., where he was born in 1845. His father was M.

J. Church, a native of Illinois, who removed to Lake County and there married

Sarah Whittington. He was a blacksmith by trade; but he gave up his business

connections in the East and in 1852 crossed the great plains with his family,

coming to California with the conventional ox teams and wagons. He settled on a

ranch near Stockton, where he again opened a blacksmith shop; but after a year

he removed to Napa County, near Middleton, in what is now Lake County, not far

from the head-waters of Putah Creek, and there embarked in the stock business.

He continued there as a stockman for eight years, and then he took up his

residence in Napa City, built a large blacksmith shop and conducted that for a

couple of years. When he sold out, he located in Fresno County at Centerville,

and there he engaged in sheep-raising for another two or three years; and in

1870 he started the canals that made Fresno County famous. He began about three

miles above Centerville, and took the water needed from the Kings River,

calculating, as he progressed, on gravity; he bought lands and traded water

rights; and as is more definitely set forth in the historical portion of this

work, he constructed a system much needed and of the greatest value to the communities

they sought to serve. Finally, he sold all of his interest in the canals, and

in the transaction was cheated out of about one-half of what he was entitled

to, so that the matter is still in the courts. Lorenzo's father then went to

Oakdale and bought the Lane Mineral Springs; and he kept that resort and a

cattle-ranch near-by until he died. When Mrs. Church died in Fresno she was the

mother of eight children, only three of whom are still living. The oldest are

Lorenzo B. and a twin sister, Mrs. Lodema Fanning of Fresno, and Amanda, Mrs.

Munn of Fine Gold, Madera County. 




Coming to California across the

plains in his eighth year, Lorenzo was reared in Napa and educated in its

public schools, and from a boy learned the blacksmith trade. As early as 1870,

he came to Fresno County, remaining about nine months, then went to Lake County

and engaged in sheep raising in Napa and Lake Counties; homesteaded and

preempted also near Middletown, on Putah Creek. He bought more land, until he

had over 800 acres, and continued there until the spring of 1879, when he sold

out and located in Fresno County. 




He immediately went to work

constructing canals, and for five years he was foreman under his father, after

which he was superintendent of the company that bought his father out. This was

the firm of Perrin & Cheek, and under them and their successors he

continued for about twenty-two years. Then he resigned, to look after his own

interests. 




Soon after he located here and

bought 320 acres just west of Fresno. There be built a home and engaged in

grain ranching, later laying out 100 acres in a vineyard and orchard. Still

later he began renting for gardens, and for twenty years he ran the Church

Dairy. He laid out Church Avenue, planting the beautiful shade trees there, and

he also plotted out Fruit Avenue, as the eastern line of the ranch. He built a

store on the corner and commenced the well-known mercantile business, which is

now the property of his granddaughter, Mrs. J. D. Quick. In addition to these

holdings, Mr. Church owns valuable residence and business property in Fresno. A

man of affairs in the commercial world, he is also influential in politics,

working for national issues under the banners of the Republican party. 




At Lower Lake, October 3, 1868,

Mr. Church was married to Miss Josephine Springston, who was born in the East

and died July 13, 1913, the mother of five children: Carrie, was Mrs. Hickok

and she died in Fresno County February 14, 1900, the mother of two children —

Estella, now Mrs. Ben Brophy, who lives in Fresno; and Ina, now Mrs. J. D.

Quick, of the same city; Rena, Mrs. Turnbull of Fresno, mother of three

children, one still living. Lorilla, Mrs. A. T. Doore, also of Fresno; Lola

died when she was twenty years of age; Leona, wife of M. Brophy of Fresno, and

Lorenzo, a babe, survived only his first six months. 




 




JOEL THOMAS ELAM




 




A resident of California since

1852. Joel Thomas Elam, or "Tom" as he is called by his friends, was

born on March 15, 1851, in Bell County. Texas, and from the Lone Star State was

brought to California by his parents, Joel Elam, a native of either Tennessee

or Virginia and a member of an old Virginia family, and Sarah Frances Callis, a

native of Kentucky, whom he married in Tennessee. The happy couple came to

Texas, where Mr. Elam followed his trade of a machinist; but as he was in very

poor health, he was advised by physicians to remove to the Pacific Coast, in

the hope that a milder climate might renew his constitution. With that yearning

in view, he started with his wife and five children across the plains in an ox

team train; but he was destined never to see the blue waters of the Pacific,

for he died en route and was buried on the trackless plains. 




His widow brought the little

children through to El Monte, the youngest a baby and the oldest a boy in his

ninth year; and from El Monte they moved to San Juan. There she was married

again to a Mr. Presley, a farmer and a stock-raiser, and four children were

born from this second union. Afterwards Mr. and Mrs. Presley removed to San

Joaquin County, then to Stanislaus County, and then to Mariposa County, and at

Mormon Bar Mrs. Presley kept a boarding house, rearing and schooling her

children as best she could. When they were old enough to farm, they moved to

Pea Ridge, and later to Chowchilla; and here the children, while farming and

raising stock, cared for their mother in return, until she became very ill, and

was taken to Stockton for treatment, where she died, in her sixty-fourth year.

She was a wonderful woman, full of energy and ambition, a devout Methodist,

rearing her family in the ways of honesty and truth, and she had the

satisfaction of living to see the children stand by her to the end. 




Of the five children by her first

marriage, Joel Thomas was the youngest, and his earliest recollections are of

the Golden West. He attended school in the wilds of Mariposa County, and as

early as his eighth year went to work in a dairy at Chowchilla, where he

continued until he was fifteen. Then, for four years, he raised hogs on shares,

meeting with reasonable success, and after that, for eighteen months, he worked

on a farm for Frank Twitchell. During that time, he drew only ten dollars of

his wages; and when Twitchell failed, he lost all that he had earned. He then

worked for other ranchers until 1876 when, with his brother, Taylor M. Elam, he

bought some cattle and engaged in stock-raising. The year 1877, however, proved

one of the terrible "dry years" of Coast history, and they were

compelled to drive their cattle far back into the Yosemite Valley, in order to

save most of them. After that, the brothers ran their stock at Pea Ridge for

seven years. 




In 1879 Mr. Elam was married in

Mariposa County to Miss Mary E. Mullins, a native of that county, and after

that he dissolved partnership with his brother, and farmed alone at Chowchilla

until 1886. There, ten years later, his wife died. In his farming operations he

was successful, especially as a raiser of grain, for which he used three big

teams and a combined harvester; but selling his outfit, he engaged in raising

cattle, mules and horses. He also owned a good ranch, while he rented a stock

range. 




In 1901 he brought his cattle and

stock to Fresno County, and leasing from M. Theo. Kearney, started a dairy on

the Kearney ranch. Then, in 1902, he married a second time, choosing for his

wife Mrs. Elizabeth Frances (Beevers) Mullins, a native of Mariposa County. Her

father, John Beevers, had crossed the plains in pioneer days, was a good miner

and then a stock raiser, making a specialty of fine horses; and by her union

with Mr. Mullins she had had one daughter, Ida, now Mrs. Russell, who since her

mother's death, on August 24, 1917, presides over Mr. Elam's home. 




Mr. Elam bought a ranch of

fifty-five acres, in 1904, on North Avenue, four miles southeast of Kerman,

taking into partnership again his brother, Taylor M. Elam. This they leveled

and improved to alfalfa, and then continued dairying and stock-raising. They

also own forty acres on Kearney Avenue, which they have improved to alfalfa,

where they have installed a pumping plant for irrigating; and they have 700

acres for pasture. Here they maintain a dairy herd of sixty cows, besides many

stock cattle. Ever since 1904 Mr. Elam has made his home in Fresno,

superintending the ranch from there. 




He is a stockholder in the Danish

Creamery Association, a member of the Methodist Church. South. He has been very

active in church work, liberal and enterprising, and gives his support gladly

to every movement that has for its object the building up of the county, and

the enhancing of the comfort and morals of the people. 




 




BUNNIE LAWRENCE WYLLIE.




 




An enterprising and popular

citizen, and the son of a prominent early settler who had the distinction of

first advocating irrigation for the Helm district and of planting some of the

first alfalfa there, and who was therefore a true up-builder of Central

California, was Bunnie Lawrence Wyllie, a man of affairs wisely following in

his father's footsteps. He was born at Fresno, on June 18, 1887, the son of

Franklin Pierce Wyllie, a native of Missouri who was reared there. Grandfather Wyllie

was born in Scotland, so that the family may be well-satisfied with its Scotch-American

origin and blood. F. P. Wyllie was a farmer who came out to California about

the middle eighties, and settling at Fresno, became a horticulturist and

viticulturist. Later he moved to Burrel, Fresno County, and leased the Burrel

Estate, where he raised grain until 1900, when he bought a ranch at Helm, which

he improved, planting alfalfa. He had 160 acres, and he was the first to

demonstrate that this section was well adapted to the growing of alfalfa. He

was prominent in the projects to irrigate Helm and the surrounding country, and

built both the weir that dammed the slough and the head-gate of the Stinson

canal. He died there in 1910. He had married Elizabeth Harris, a native of

Missouri., the ceremony taking place at Sedalia, and she now resides in San

Francisco. 




Seven children were born to this

pioneer couple. Hattie is Mrs. Sudden of the Bay metropolis; Delta, who became

Mrs. Brawner, died in Texas; Bertha is Mrs. Keep, of Ogden, Utah; Bunnie

Lawrence is the subject of this sketch; Clarence, is deceased; Ruth is Mrs.

Rodgers of Arizona; and Hazel is Mrs. Miller of San Francisco. 




Dannie Lawrence was brought up in

Fresno County, and attended the public schools at both Burrel and Helm, and

finally graduated from the Fresno High School, being a member of the Class of

'08. After graduation, he entered the Bank of Coalinga as bookkeeper, and

continued there for five years. He was receiving teller and in 1914 was

promoted to be assistant cashier; and when the two banks were consolidated, he

continued with the First National Bank about six months, when he resigned, to

engage in ranching. 




In April, 1916, he leased the old

house on the home place and the land adjoining and started to raise hogs; later

became a wheat farmer operating on modern lines. In January, 1917, Mr. Wyllie

bought an interest in Spear Bros., the Dodge motor agency; but in March, 1918,

he sold out to his partners. With Mr. Diltz he then bought out the Kratzer

Service Station on E Street, which also has a fine garage in connection. 




On November 29, 1911, Mr. Wyllie

was married at Fresno to Miss Stella Jenkins, a native of Salinas, Cal.. and

the daughter of Louis B. Jenkins, a native son of the state, who was born at

Hanford. Grandfather Jenkins came from Kentucky, and was a pioneer who settled

at Stockton, where he was an attorney and a justice of the peace. L. B. Jenkins

popularly known as Judge Jenkins, engaged in farming at Salinas, and was also

an attorney and justice of the peace. He died at Salinas. He had married Carrie

Pursell, a native daughter, whose father was James Pursell; he was born in Iowa

and crossed the plains to California in 1852, and later he made several trips

back and forth across the continent, and he also traveled widely over the

state. Mrs. Jenkins, who remarried and is now Mrs. Barber, resides at Chico.

She was the mother of four children, three of whom are living: and of these

Mrs. Wyllie is the oldest. She is a graduate of the Hanford high school and of

the San Jose State Normal, where she was a member of the Class of 1910; and

later she taught school at Coalinga. 




Mr. Wyllie served for two terms

as city treasurer of Coalinga, and his administration of that office was such

as to reflect creditably both on himself and the constituency that placed him

there. Mr. Wyllie died January 5, 1919, of influenza and was mourned by his

family and many friends who admired him for his manliness and worth as a

citizen. 




 




HUGH ROBERT McCORD.




 




One of the early settlers of the

West Side who by perseverance and close application has made a success of

farming is Hugh Robert McCord, a native of New York, born near Warrensburg,

Warren County, December 17, 1850. His father was a farmer at Omro, Winnebago

County, Wis., and served in the Fifth Wisconsin Cavalry in the Civil War until

he was killed at the battle of Vicksburg, Miss., in 1863. Mr. McCord's

grandfather was a native of Vermont and served in the War of 1812, while

great-grandfather McCord, who was of Scotch descent, served in the

Revolutionary War and experienced the terrible winter at Valley Forge. Mr.

McCord had two brothers in the Civil War: Thomas, who was killed at the Battle

of Perryville, Ky., while James served through the war in the Twenty-first

Wisconsin Regiment, and after the war was an engineer on the Wisconsin River

until his death. Mr. McCord's mother died when he was six weeks old, leaving

five children, two of whom are living, he being the youngest. He was reared in

the family of Mr. and Mrs. Allen Saville, where he grew up on a farm and

received a good education in the public schools. In 1865 he came out to Omro,

Wis., and lived with his oldest sister. Mrs. Jane A. Nye, who is still living

and is now making her home in California. 




He immediately apprenticed as a

flour miller at Omro learning the trade in the old Burr mill run by water

power. In 1868 he removed to Albany. Green County, Wis., where he met with an

accident in the mill which necessitated his laying off and he went to school

for two years. In 1871 he came gradually west, working in flour mills in Iowa,

Nebraska and Kansas. 




In the fall of 1874 he came to

San Francisco and in the spring of 1875 he came to Murrays mill on the Merced

River where he was manager of the mill for two years; then to Dixon, Solano

County, where he ran a mill a season and in the fall of 1877 he came to Sperrys

mill in Stockton where he was stone-dresser until the spring of 1878, when he

accepted the place as manager of the Paradise mills near Modesto, a position he

filled for fourteen years. He remodeled the mill, putting in the full new

roller process and built up a big business and a good trade. 




As early as 1887 he located a

homestead of 160 acres on the West Side, where his family resided while he

continued in his position to make the money for their living expenses and

homestead improvements. In 1892, however, he gave up his position and turned

his attention to farming. When he came here there were no water wells in the

vicinity and he purchased a well rig in Stanislaus County and brought it to his

home and drilled a well, then drilled for his neighbors. Then a sheep man

concluded he wanted to summer on the West Side and Mr. McCord drilled a well

for him, and then others caught the same fever and he continued in well

drilling for twenty-two years, drilling hundreds of wells on the different

farms on the West Side. He added to his holdings and now has 500 acres here

where he engages in stock-raising. 




Mr. McCord was married in Modesto

to Miss Mary A. Baldwin, born in Manchester, England, who came with her parents

to New Harmony, Ind., and in 1876 came to California. He was bereaved of his

wife on July 30, 1919. She was a devout Presbyterian. 




Mr. McCord became a member of the

Odd Fellows in Waterville, Kans. Then was a member of the Modesto Lodge of

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and now is a member of the Coalinga Lodge. He

helped organize the Idlewild school district of which he was a trustee for many

years. Politically he is a Social Democrat. 




 




BESLEY LEFEVER.




 




The efficient superintendent of

the Confidence Oil Company, the oldest company in the west side oil field of

Coalinga, is Besley Lefever, who has been a resident of this section of the

county since 1898. He was born in Ellenville. Ulster County. N. Y., June 25,

1858, a son of Alfred and Susan (Frear) Lefever, the father being of French

descent, but a native of Esopus, N. Y., the mother a native of Ellenville, the

same state. The original spelling of the name was La Fevre, meaning in French

"the smith," but later generations changed the spelling to Lefever. 




During the Civil War the father

was a member of the Fifty-sixth Regiment, New York Volunteer Infantry, and was

killed in the Battle of Honey Hill, Va. The mother was left a widow with five

children, and through all of her hardships she kept the family together, reared

them to useful lives and gave them the best educational advantages she could

under the circumstances. Later in life she was affectionally cared for by her

loving children, her last years being spent in Coalinga, where she passed away

in 1913, at the advanced age of ninety-five years. The family consisted of:

Huffman, who died about 1865; William, who died in Denver, Colo., November 28,

1918; Charles, who passed away at Livermore, Cal., in 1917, was one of the

pioneer oil men of Coalinga; Besley, the subject of this sketch; and Mary, who

is now Mrs. Hamm of Coalinga. 




Besley Lefever was brought up in

Ellenville, N. Y., and at an early age he was obliged to go to work to help his

mother support the family, therefore his educational advantages were limited.

Before he was thirteen years of age he was working on a packet, running down

the Hudson River from Ellenville to New York City, and when a little more than

fourteen years old had risen to be a captain of one of these boats. In that

capacity he continued until 1876, being then about eighteen, when he resigned

and left for Mound City, Kans., where he arrived in 1877. 




In 1878 he continued his journey

further westward, locating at Leadville, Colo., arriving there about the

beginning of mining developments in that section. With his brother William in

1879, he went to Garfield, Chaffee County, Colo., where they helped start the

Monarch mining district and mined until 1883. Upon the discovery of oil at

Florence, he made his way to the new old field, where he gained valuable

experience as an oil driller. He and his brother Charles engaged in contract

drilling, and in addition to the Florence field they operated their business at

Santa Fe, N. M. In December, 1897, Besley Lefever came to California and worked

for a while in the Los Angeles oil field. It was in 1898 that he made his

advent in the Coalinga field, and at first he was engaged with the New York Oil

Company, drilling for oil on the hill above Oil City, where oil had already

been discovered. About the same time James Gilbreath drilled for the Selma Oil

Company, on the hill which was located on section 20-19-15, but when the

drilling was finished it proved to be a dry hole. Mr. Gilbreath then went to

the east side and drilled a well for the Independent Oil Company on section 28,

which is now the property of the Standard Oil Company. Mr. Lefever was at this

time engaged in drilling on the west side for the Confidence Oil Company, on

section 31-19-15 and was successful in obtaining oil. This was in 1900, and

marks the beginning of the west side oil field. The Confidence Oil Company

continued their developments on their property which consists of 160 acres, and

now have many good, producing wells, the original wellbeing still in operation.

Mr. Lefever is a stockholder in the company, and among the original

stockholders were the following: Judge Risley, E. A. Walron. Frank Clairy,

James Vincent, and David S. Ewing. Besley Lefever, in point of service, is one

of the oldest operators in the Coalinga oil field and is regarded as one of the

best posted oil men in this section. His services in behalf of the Confidence

Oil Company all these years have been appreciated by the officers of the company,

because in 1919 the Call Oil Company (composed of practically the same

personnel) made him superintendent of their property in the Coalinga field.

This mark of appreciation and confidence is a distinct compliment to Mr.

Lefever. 




At Florence, Colo., June 4, 1890,

Besley Lefever was united in marriage with Lillian M. Widerfelt, a native of

Springfield, Ill., and daughter of William and Margaret (McNelley) Widerfelt,

natives of New Jersey. Mrs. Lefever went to Florence, Colo., in 1888, to visit

her brother William, and there she met Mr. Lefever, an acquaintance that

resulted in their marriage. They are the parents of two children: William

Arnet, who served in the United States Army in the World War, is now in the

Texas oil fields; Irene, is now the wife of Karl Lewis, the cashier of the

First National Bank, at Dinuba, Cal. 




Mr. Lefever has been a member of

the Knights of Pythias since 1888, and is now a Past Commander; while his wife

is a member of the Pythian Sisters of which organization she is a Past Chief,

and is also past president of the Welcome Club, and chairman of the Welcome

Club Auxiliary of Coalinga Chapter of the Red Cross. Mr. and Mrs. Lefever were

very patriotic and intensely interested in forwarding every movement that aided

in winning the war. Religiously they are both members of the Presbyterian

Church, and in Coalinga social circles are very popular and highly esteemed. 




 




FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF FOWLER.




 




No town in California is more

fortunate than Fowler in the character and caliber of the men entrusted with

its financial interests, as will be seen alone from the history of the First

National Bank which was organized on August 25, 1904. Another bank was

organized at Fowler in January, 1913, .having also been created under the Federal

laws, and that was called the Fowler National Bank, an institution that built

the beautiful two-story brick building occupied by the First National since

1913. 




In 1914 there was a merger of the

two banks mentioned, an achievement made possible by the purchase of the stock

in the First National Bank by the Fowler National, whose interests were

thereupon transferred to the First National Bank, which has ever since occupied

the banking offices and continued a general banking business under the corporate

name of the First National Bank. 




It is a solid financial

institution, as may be seen by the examination of any of its recent official

reports. On December 31, 1917, for example, it had for its resources loans and

discounts to the amount of $337,580.46; United States bonds worth $96,106;

municipal and other bonds totaling $59,876.67; $1,800 worth of Federal Reserve

Bank stock; banking house and fixtures worth $27,700; $500 in other real estate;

a five per cent, fund amounting to $2,500; and $162,855.82 in cash and due from

other banks. Its liabilities are included in a capital stock of $50,000; a

surplus fund of $10,000; undivided profits to the amount of $5,843.44; a

dividend (No. 14) of $5,000; a circulation of $50,000, and deposits to the

amount of $568,075.31, the debits and credits balancing at the sum of

$688,918.75. The bank pays four per cent, interest on' time deposits, and rents

its safe deposit boxes at $2, $3 and $5 per year. 




The officers of this institution

for 1917 were: President, Fred Nelson; Vice-president, C. V. Peterson; Cashier,

L. J. Harriman; Assistant Cashier; R. E. Giffen. Directors, Fred Nelson, C. V.

Peterson, L. J. Harriman, J. H. Weinberg, C. A. Rigby, and H. W. Wrightson.

Among the bank's stockholders are many wealthy men of Fowler and Fresno County,

and these, with the officers, endeavor in every way to further the best

interests of the bank's patrons. 




 




THOMAS A. COWAN.




 




Enjoying the distinction of being

the oldest living resident rancher in the Summit Lake country, and one of its

foremost and highly-respected citizens, Thomas A. Cowan also enjoys the

prestige of both a thoroughly practical wheat and grain farmer— using only the

most up-to-date machinery — and one of the largest and most successful growers

on the West Side. Living on his home ranch of 320 acres four miles west of

Lanare, and half a mile to the south of that town, he also operates two

sections of the Kings County Development Company's land ten miles north of

Huron. 




He was born in McDonough County.

Ill, on February 11, 1859, the son of William Cowan, a native of Scotland, who

came to America with his parents and grew up to be a coal miner. He came to

McDonough County, Ill., to work at coal mining. In time he became the owner of

a farm of 160 acres. His wife was Mary Ann Bright, before marriage and was born

in England. Thomas Cowan worked both in the mines and on his father's farm,

turning to the latter in summer, and busying himself at mining during the

winters. As a boy at home, he attended the public schools of McDonough County.

In that county, at the ripe old age of eighty-four, William Cowan passed away;

but the mother still lives at Colchester, eighty-four years old. Seven children

— four boys and three girls — were born to this worthy couple; and Thomas is

the second oldest son and child. A brother, Charles Cowan, lives four miles

north of Modesto, and is a dairy farmer. 




It was the fall of 1880 when

Thomas Cowan first came to California, and began working near Grangeville, in

what is now Kings County, hiring out as a farm hand. He spent from 1882 to 1884

in Washington Territory, and in Whitman County proved up a claim of 160 acres.

Then he returned to Grangeville and for several years worked for his uncle,

"Wash" Bloyd, the pioneer farmer and "wheat king." In 1886,

he and three of his cousins, sons of Mr. Bloyd, came up to the Summit Lake

country, then a new district in Fresno County, and each bought a tract of

eighty acres, improving the land and farming. 




In 1892, Mr. Cowan was married to

Miss Beulah Beatty, a native of Clayton County, Iowa, who had come to

California with her parents; and as the only one of the Summit Lake party to

remain here, he settled on his present place, then consisting of 160 acres,

which he had bought and partially improved. Later he added another 160 acres by

purchase, and he has made the ranch his home ever since. 




In 1917, Mr. Cowan bought a

forty-five horsepower Holt caterpillar tractor, and in 1919 he purchased a

Steward truck of one and a half tons, on which he hauls loads of three tons

each to Lanare, his shipping point. On July 26, 1919, he thus transported 181

sacks of grain from his Huron ranch to Lanare, thirteen miles distant, in four

trips covering 104 miles, and loading and unloading, or "bucking" the

sacks all alone without exhausting himself or having a breakdown — a showing,

at sixty years of age, for which no one need be ashamed. As a self-made man, he

is well-muscled, powerfully built physically, and bright and able mentally. The

war-draft left him very short of help, and there was little to do, but knuckle

down to the situation uncomplainingly. The year 1919 was very dry, yet such was

Mr. Cowan's continued mastery of problems that his crops were very fine. From

the Cowan home ranch of 320 acres, Mr. Cowan took in 1919, 2,500 sacks of

barley and 300 sacks of wheat; while from the Huron ranch in the same season he

harvested 3,700 sacks of barley and 2,750 sacks of wheat. He is still the sole

proprietor of one of the two sections of rented land in the Huron district,

while in operating the other, he is in partnership with Dick Miles of Hanford. 




Mr. and Mrs. Cowan have two

children, of whom they may well be proud. William T. served in France, and

returned on July 21, 1919, honorably discharged from the hospital service.

Charles E. also served in France with the Forty-second Balloon Company; was

honorably discharged and reached home on May 3, 1919. 




Mrs. Cowan is a bright, cheerful

and interesting woman who shares with her husband an agreeable popularity; he

belongs to the Odd Fellows at Lemoore. 




 




EMMETT G. RICHMOND.




 




A successful California rancher

who not only has been a close observer and an untiring student in endeavoring

to learn how best to care for vines and orchards, but through mastering a

knowledge of Fresno County soils has become well posted as a horticulturist and

viticulturist, is Emmett G. Richmond, the son of Theodore W. Richmond. The father

went from Indiana, where he was born, to Iowa, where he homesteaded; and when

the war broke out between the North and the South, he was among the first to

volunteer to stand by Lincoln, and he was made captain of Company H of the

Nineteenth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, which he had organized. He did valiant

service at the siege of Vicksburg, and was later laid up through exposure to

malaria. Returning to the avocations of peace, he farmed in Scotland County,

Mo., and there he died, aged sixty-seven years. The family originally came from

New York State, where the name is most favorably known. 




Theodore Richmond married Elvira

Irish, a daughter of the Hoosier State, whose parents, of the long line of

Mayflower stock, came from Connecticut. She died in Missouri, greatly honored,

the mother of ten children; six of whom have grown to maturity. The youngest of

those still living is Emmett. 




He was brought up on a farm, and

attended the public schools, and with his parents, he remained, assisting at

the farm work, until he was twenty-three years of age. On February 4, 1891, he

was married near Memphis to Miss Minnie N. Easterday, who was born in Columbus,

Ohio. She came to Scotland County, Mo., with her parents D. L. and Nancy

(Warren) Easterday. After his marriage Mr. Richmond began to farm for himself.

He bought a farm, but sold it again in 1904, when he came to California. 




The first purchase consisted of

twenty acres three miles west of Fresno on California Avenue, where he engaged

in viticulture and horticulture, but promising as was the outlook,

circumstances led him to return to Missouri at the end of three years, when he

bought a farm there. At the end of two years, however, he had sold out and was

back again in California — like so many thousands of other folk, who have once

fallen under the charm of the Golden State; and it was then that he secured his

present place of twenty acres on Clinton Avenue in the Montpelier tract. The

land needed much improvement, and Mr. Richmond, through his experience and

industry, gave it just what was needed. 




He later bought twelve and a half

acres in the Roeding Villa Colony on Clinton Avenue. He leveled it and set out

a peach orchard and vineyard, planting Thompson seedless, peaches and olives;

and although he disposed of some of the property in 1916, he still owns twenty

acres, and a fine residence built in the fall of 1918. He also owns some

valuable property in Fresno, consisting of a residence and several lots. He is

a member and a stockholder of the California Peach Growers, Inc., and also of

the California Associated Raisin Company. 




Two children were born to bless

this happy union; but one, Anna Idell, died in her eleventh year — in the fall

of 1904. Edna Pearl, the other daughter, is now the wife of Adam Robbins of

Fresno. The family attend the First Methodist Episcopal Church in Fresno; and

Mr. Richmond belongs to Lodge No. 158 of the Odd Fellows in Fresno. 




A Republican in matters of

national political import, Mr. Richmond has shown his desire to cast party

lines aside in the support of local movements, and has served two terms as

school trustee in the Roeding district. 




 




CHARLES FREDERICK GOODRICH.




 




One of the most prominent and

successful ranchers in the vicinity of Tranquility, Fresno County, is Charles

F. Goodrich, the son of a California pioneer and himself a native son, born May

26, 1867, in San Juan, San Benito County. His father, Charles Henry Goodrich,

was a native of Maine, who in 1852, came to San Francisco via Cape Horn. At

first he was engaged by Flint & Bixby, large landed proprietors in San

Benito County, and being very industrious and thrifty he saved his money until

he had sufficient capital to engage in the sheep-raising business on his own

account. He purchased land and ranged his sheep in Pleasant Valley, near what

is now the Coalinga oil district, Fresno County. In 1879, he located at

Riverdale, and at one time owned a ranch south of Selma where he followed

farming and stock-raising. He died in 1893, while on a trip to the mountains in

the Kings River district, and at his passing the county lost a public-spirited

citizen. The mother of C. F. Goodrich was Maggie McCarthy, in maidenhood, a

native of Ireland who came with her parents to San Francisco when she was a

child, and it was in the city by the Golden Gate that she grew to young

womanhood, afterwards she going to San Juan, San Benito County, where she

married Mr. Goodrich. She passed away in 1877, the mother of five children. 




Charles F. Goodrich was the

oldest of the five children and was reared in San Benito County until 1879,

when he accompanied his father to Fresno County where he attended school in

Central Colony, afterwards attending school at Lemoore. At the early age of

fifteen years he was obliged to make his own living and at first he was

employed at teaming, to and from the mountains, for Mr. Jacobs. Being very

ambitious to get a start in business for himself, he saved his money and by the

time he was twenty-two he had accumulated enough cash to purchase an outfit

and, with his younger brother Edward, leased land at Caruthers where they

raised grain and here they continued to farm until the unusually dry year of

1898, when they were obliged to abandon their enterprise and dissolved

partnership. After this Charles F. leased swamp lands of Jeff James, above San

Joaquin, and here he operated 1,000 acres, used four big teams and had a

combined harvester to cut and thresh his crops. After he had disposed of this

lease he purchased his present ranch of eighty acres in 1910, and later bought

forty acres located one mile farther east. He improved these ranches by

leveling and checking, and engaged in raising alfalfa. On one of his ranches he

sunk an artesian well, going down 1,100 feet, and to conserve the water for

irrigation purposes he constructed a reservoir. His land is especially good for

raising grain and alfalfa. In addition to operating his own ranches, Mr.

Goodrich leases other land and altogether operates about 900 acres, 200 being

devoted to alfalfa and 700 to grain. He helped to build the old Joaquin Ditch

and reclaimed about 700 acres of swamp land for Jeff James, the land being

known as the old Goodrich Ranch, on the San Joaquin River. He did this work

while leasing the land and raising grain. In 1916, C. F. Goodrich, accompanied

by his brother and others, went to Lower California, where they engaged in

reclamation work of about 62,000 acres below Calexico. They seeded 8,000 acres

to wheat and installed two steam pumps for irrigating the land. This concern

was composed of ranchers and sheep-men of Tulare, Kings and Fresno Counties,

and was known as the Chinn Gravell Company. They remained there one season and

it is now leased as fast as water can be supplied. 




In 1891, C. F. Goodrich was

united in marriage with Miss Mary Elizabeth Forsyth, a native of Scotland, who

came to California when a girl, with her parents. The ceremony was solemnized

at Caruthers, Fresno County and this happy union was blessed with five

children: Naomi, who is a graduate of the San Benito high school, lives with

her parents; Ralph, who served in the Seventieth Balloon Company, Aviation

Department, U. S. Army: Charles, who also served his country as a member of

Company A One Hundred First Engineers, Twenty-sixth Division, and was stationed

in France for one year, and saw service through all the battles, going over the

top twelve times; Fred, a student at the Caruthers high school and assisting

his father on the ranch; Ellsworth, a graduate of the Easton high school, also

attended the University of Southern California, and who is now employed by the

Standard Oil Company at San Joaquin. 




Mr. Goodrich is a very

progressive and public-spirited citizen and is especially interested in the

advancement of the educational interests of his community, being a trustee of

Tranquility School District, as well as a member of the board of trustees of

Tranquility Union High School. He is also a director of the Tranquility

Irrigation District which embraces over 11,000 acres of land. In national

politics he supports the Republican ticket and in early days served as a member

of the county central committee. He is one of the directors of the First

National Bank of Tranquility. 




 




WILLIAM FRANKLIN STRADER




 




-Many of Fresno County's citizens

have come from east of the Rockies, but there are others who are native to

California, and these have taken care that the reputation of the State has not

suffered. By their sterling qualities and progressive tendencies, they have but

added to the advancement of this section, and the county is noted for its

splendid citizenship. Among those who have given a good account of themselves,

is William F. Strader. 




He was born in San Francisco.

Cal., January 4, 1876. His father, William, was a native of Ohio, who crossed

the plains in the early sixties, locating in San Francisco. There he engaged in

teaming, contracting and grading with Charles 'Warren as a partner. They

followed this work for a number of years, and were vitally connected with the

growth of the Golden Gate city in the days when the people were living in

tents. In 1884 Mr. Strader came to Fresno County and was one of the founders of

the Pleasant Valley Stock Farm, located near Coalinga. At that time most of

this ranch was devoted to grain-raising. Following this. Mr. Strader

homesteaded eighty acres southeast of Coalinga, and engaged in grain-raising.

He was a man who made many friends, and was always loyal to California and to

Fresno County. He was married to Amelia Correll, who died in 1914, and he died

on the ranch in the spring of 1918. There were five children born to Mr. and

Mrs. Strader: Mrs. Lena Wallace, of Dinuba; William Franklin of this review;

Mrs. Lillian Kurtz of Lemoore; Mrs. Jessie Walker, deceased; and John J. of

Coalinga. Wm. F. Strader came to Fresno County in 1884 and received a good

education in the public schools. He started in when a very young man to farm,

and has continued in that same business ever since. For a while he engaged in

teaming to the oil fields between seasons in early days of oil development. He

has farmed from two to five hundred acres of rented land on the plains to

grain, and has also done a lot of contract work for other grain farmers. In

1918 he had 160 acres in Egyptian corn, which averaged one ton to the acre; and

forty acres in barley, which averaged sixteen sacks to the acre. He leases

about 1,000 acres which he devotes to grain farming and also owns 180 acres of

range land southeast of Coalinga. He makes his home on the old home ranch. He

is very loyal to Fresno County, where he has lived since a boy of eight years

of age, and is a successful farmer and a good citizen. 




 




WILLIAM S. STALEY.




 




A pioneer citizen whose life

story will ever be of peculiar and instructive interest, and in whom the

student of local lore will find additional attraction because of his

relationship to the owner of the land on which Selma was originally laid out,

is William S. Staley, the son of Stephen Staley, a Virginia farmer born in

1808. His father was Jacob Staley, and he moved from Pennsylvania to Virginia

in 1796. The Staleys originally came from Germany, and were among the sons of

the German Fatherland who, following Baron Von Steuben and others, came over to

help the Yankee colonists found a free republic. Stephen Staley came to

California in 1880, settled at Selma, and died here, at the age of

seventy-seven, and was buried in the Selma Cemetery. William's mother was Anna

Rebecca Metcalf before her marriage; she, too, came to California, and here she

ended her days. One of her daughters is Ellen R. Whitson, the widow of the late

J. E. Whitson, on whose 160 acres Selma had its beginnings. 




William was born on July 20,

1844, in what was then Jefferson County, Virginia, but has since become a part

of West Virginia, and growing up in that corner of the undeveloped country, he

had but meager educational advantages. At sixteen he quit school, and six

months later he went into the Confederate Army, serving under Lee for four and

a half years, and experiencing all the dangers and privations attending the

engagements at Bull Run, Chancellorsville, and Gettysburg, as well as numerous

minor battles and skirmishes. Though serving a lost cause, the experience

enabled him, as well as thousands of others, to display that fortitude of soul

and body that posterity has willingly accorded all honor to, as essentially

American. 




In 1872, Mr. Staley was married

to Miss Fannie Hursperger, of Jefferson, Md., after which, for three years,

they continued to farm in Virginia on the old Staley homestead. In that year

they came to California, bringing a baby boy two years old. Mr. Staley really

came to California first alone, leaving his home in Shepherdstown, W. Va., on

April 18, 1875, and making for Colusa County, where he remained until the third

week in December, 1876, when the party reached Selma. Mrs. Staley had joined

her husband in Colusa County, but in Selma she found her first California home.

When Mr. and Mrs. Staley and family first reached this section, they went to

Kingsburg and stopped there over night; and the next day Mr. Staley went out

and bought a claim of railway land, securing not only the original settler's

rights, but his house and barn. When this land was thrown open for settlement,

the eighty acres sold for five dollars an acre, and later Mr. Staley bought

twenty acres five miles west for five dollars an acre. In 1916, he sold this

for $13,000. 




The union of Mr. and Mrs. Staley

was blessed with six children: Robert T. is a miner at Barstow, Cal.; Edith

Harley is the efficient librarian at the Selma Carnegie Library; Harry B. and

Hattie V. are twins; Grace Anna is the fifth child, and William O., the Selma

grocer, is the youngest born. All have attended the Episcopal Church, Mr.

Staley having belonged to that church for the past forty years, during which

time he helped build the Episcopal Church at Selma. The faithful wife and

mother who so long watched over their welfare, was taken from this life on

October 20, 1914, in her sixty-second year, beloved by all who knew her. 




Mr. Staley has never failed to

show his interest in public affairs, particularly those of the community with

which he has been identified during so many years, and he has left an enviable

record for civic performance. For fourteen years he was a member of the Board

of School Trustees, and he served when the first two grammar school buildings

were erected, and had a part in creating the beautiful high school structure.

From 1892 to 1896, also, he was postmaster of Selma, and old-timers will recall

with pleasure his efficient and courteous service. For the past twenty years,

Mr. Staley has lived retired, residing at his Selma home, 1827 Sylvia Street,

with his two accomplished daughters, Edith H. and Grace A. Staley. There the

old-time hospitality, typical alike of California, early Selma and the Staley

family, is still a lode-stone to many. 




 




MORRIS B. HARRIS.




 




A citizen of whom any community

might well be proud, and a distinguished representative of the California Bar

to whom Fresno City and County have frequently looked for the performance of

difficult and responsible public service, is the Hon. Morris B. Harris, State

Senator of California, long identified with most important educational interests.

He was born at Albion, Edwards County, Ill., on September 10, 1866, the son of

Lucius Harris, also a native of Albion, who traced his ancestry back to old,

heroic English days, the founder of the family in America coming to

Massachusetts in 1620. Senator Harris's forebears were represented in every war

from the French and Indian to the Civil War; his grandparents came west to

Illinois from Connecticut in 1830, and Lucius Harris served as sergeant in an

Illinois regiment during the Civil War. When the war was over, he became a

merchant at Albion, but in 1887, during the great boom in California realty, he

located in Fresno County and purchased a ranch near Oleander, where he farmed

until his death. 




He had married Miss Constance B.

Thompson, a native of Illinois, and also a member of an old Massachusetts

family, of Scotch descent, an accomplished lady, who lived her life of

usefulness to a wide circle and passed away on the ranch. She was the mother of

three children: Morris B., the subject of our review, is the eldest'; Ronald is

farming at the old homestead; and E. M. is an attorney who is practicing law

with the Senator. 




Morris B. Harris was educated at

the public schools, after which he attended the University of Indiana at

Bloomington for two years. In 1887 he went to Springfield, Ohio, and spent a

year at Wittenberg College, where he became a leader in the Phi Kappa Psi

fraternity. After that he was employed on the "New Era" of that city

for another year. While at Springfield he met the lady who consented to be his

wife, and on Washington's Birthday, 1889, he was united in marriage with Miss

Jessie Boggs, a native of that city, by whom he has had two children: Marjorie

Muenter and Ronald B. The same year, Mr. and Mrs. Harris came to California:

and arriving in Fresno, he engaged in teaching school in the county, continuing

in that field of desirable endeavor for four years. 




At the same time, Mr. Harris

studied law; and upon examination in 1895, he was admitted to the bar. He

practiced law in Fresno, and was later a partner with Judge M. K. Harris, but

in 1907 they dissolved the partnership and then Mr. Harris made his brother, E.

M. Harris, his partner. The two gentlemen made an exceptionally good team, and

it is doubtful if any members of their profession in the county both merited

and received a more flattering patronage. One of the honors coming to Mr.

Harris at this time was the presidency of the Fresno County Bar Association. 




Mr. Harris has taken an active

and prominent part in politics, and has been privileged to serve his fellowmen

in manners and at times not accorded even all the ambitious, and as a

Progressive Republican in particular he has also been highly honored. In 1904

he was chosen a Republican elector on the Roosevelt ticket, and in 1912 he was

again selected a Progressive Republican on the same ticket. He was appointed by

Governor Johnson a member of the State Board of Education, but after holding

the post a year, he found that he had too much to do, and could not give the

duties the required attention, and he resigned. He was president of the Board

of Trustees of the Fresno State Normal from its inception until January, 1919,

and resigned only on taking his seat as State Senator. 




In 1918, Mr. Harris was a

candidate for State Senator from Fresno County, and at the primary he received

the nomination by the Republican, the Democratic and the Prohibition parties;

in consequence of which at the November election he had no opposition. He has

thus far served ably and conscientiously, and will no doubt continue to give

his best efforts to his office during the coming session. As evidence of what

he has done to justify the confidence of his constituency, it may be pointed

out that Senator Harris introduced what is called the Harris Enforcement Bill,

a measure to enforce the National Prohibition Amendment in California, which

was passed and signed by the Governor. He also introduced the California

Irrigation Act, which became a law and is now about to be used in the plans for

the Pine Flat Reservoir. He also introduced and secured the passage of other

needed legislation of a high character. He was a member of the Free Conference

Committee that framed the community property bill, which was passed and signed

by the Governor. He was a member and chairman of the Constitutional Committee

which passed out an amendment for calling a constitutional convention for

framing a new constitution for California. He is now a member of an educational

committee for the purpose of revising the educational laws of the State, and

reporting revised laws and an educational system to the next State legislature.

During the World War he was chairman of the Fresno County Four Minute Men, and

was associate State Director of the Four Minute Men of the State of California.
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