

  




  [image: Spiritual Warfare in Mission Cover]




  Spiritual Warfare in Mission




   





  Mary Anne and Jack Voelkel




  Series editors:


  Nikki A. Toyama-Szeto and Tom Lin




   




  [image: IVP Books Imprint]




  www.IVPress.com/books




  




  InterVarsity Press


  P.O. Box 1400


  Downers Grove, IL 60515-1426


  World Wide Web: www.ivpress.com


  E-mail: email@ivpress.com




  © 2012 by Mary Anne and Jack Voelkel




  All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form without written permission from InterVarsity Press.





  InterVarsity Press® is the book-publishing division of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship/USA®, a movement of students and faculty active on campus at hundreds of universities, colleges and schools of nursing in the United States of America, and a member movement of the International Fellowship of Evangelical Students. For information about local and regional activities, write Public Relations Dept. InterVarsity Christian Fellowship/USA, 6400 Schroeder Rd., P.O. Box 7895, Madison, WI 53707-7895, or visit the IVCF website at www.intervarsity.org.





  All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the  Holy Bible, Today’s New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.tm Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.





  While all stories in this book are true, some names and identifying information in this book have been changed to protect the privacy of the individuals involved.





  Cover design: Cindy Kiple





  Images: abstract background: © Matthew Hertel/iStockphoto


  Lightning bolt: © Matthew Hertel/iStockphoto





  ISBN 978-0-8308-6602-1





  To our three children


  Alan, Jon and Lisa




  Contents




  Spiritual Warfare in Mission




  What Is Spiritual Warfare?




  Who Is Our Enemy?




  A Fresh Look at Jesus




  Preparing to Advance the Kingdom




  Overcoming the Counterattacks of the Enemy




  Advancing the Kingdom, the True Goal of Spiritual Warfare




  Putting It All Together




  Suggested Reading




  Notes




  About the Authors




  

    Mary Anne Voelkel




    Jack Voelkel


  




  About Urbana




  Urbana Onward Series




  

    Spiritual Warfare in Mission




    Pursuing God's Call




    Partnering with the Global Church




    The Mission of Worship




    Your Mind's Mission




    Deepening the Soul for Justice


  




  

    

      Spiritual Warfare in Mission


    




    The crowd kept waiting, but nothing happened. An endless minute went by, and then another. Canadian evangelist T. V. Thomas stood at the podium trying to begin his talk about a controversial subject: Is Jesus Christ the Only Way to Find God?




    It was the 1996 Urbana Student Missions Conference and 19,621 delegates waited expectantly. Try as he might, T. V. could not say a single word. He couldn’t have been hoarse, for the intercession team had prayed with him only minutes before. Yet here he was, speechlessly clutching his throat and growing increasingly agitated. Something invisible seemed to be choking him.




    Urbana director Dan Harrison rushed forward to offer water. But many in the audience sensed that the problem was spiritual, not physical, and they cried out, “Pray! Pray!”




    As Dan Harrison prayed for the speaker, Mary Anne, leader of the Intercession Team, sensed she was to stand inconspicuously behind the platform and raise her arms in worship and prayer. Two intercessors slipped outside the Assembly Hall to ask God for protection and in the name of Jesus command the evil spirit that was choking T. V. to release his throat. Gradually, his voice returned. The longer we prayed the stronger and more powerful his words became. When he finished, the delegates exploded in a roar of applause not so much for T. V. but for the Lord himself, who had delivered his servant from a direct attack by the enemy.




    The delegates learned more than the uniqueness of Christ that day. They lived and breathed spiritual warfare in the context of mission.




    What Is Spiritual Warfare?




    Before reading on, stop for a moment and think: What do you know about spiritual warfare? Have you ever experienced it?




    We did a little survey to discover what some Christians in the United States and Canada think about the subject. We discovered that most don’t think much about it at all. A contemporary student worker writes:




    

      The reality of evil and its influence on daily life is fairly unfamiliar territory to those I work with. It’s a totally new idea that some kind of dynamic systemic evil could energize interpersonal conflict or temptations. A few may pray for protection now and then but most don’t even feel a need to do that.[1]


    




    The concepts we Christians do hold regarding spiritual warfare vary greatly, depending on our backgrounds and knowledge of Scripture. New believers may have a vague idea of evil, but it’s often shaped by fantasy movies (witches, vampires, avatars), television, fiction or social media.




    Christians involved in Bible study usually have a deeper appreciation of prayer and the power and authority of Jesus, along with some understanding of spiritual warfare. Many, however, say that they have little personal experience in these areas, nor do they know how to apply the authority of Jesus over evil to their own lives, intercession or outreach.




    This booklet offers a brief biblical perspective on spiritual warfare in the context of mission. It includes Scripture, practical suggestions and stories to illustrate each point, plus resources in the bibliography for further investigation. We give special thanks to our colleagues in the Colombian IFES movement,[2] Unidad Cristiana Universitaria (UCU), as well as to our prayer partners in InterVarsity Christian Fellowship/USA and Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship of Canada. So much of what we have learned grew out of our rich fellowship with them.




    Paul’s understanding of spiritual warfare. The apostle Paul often used the metaphor of spiritual warfare to help young Christians overcome the struggles they were facing. The fledgling church at Corinth, for instance, was riddled with moral failure, reeling from divisions and in danger of exchanging their solid foundation of faith for the lies of false apostles (2 Corinthians 11:2-4).




    To help them, Paul wrote:




    

      For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. (2 Corinthians 10:3-5)


    




    Although Paul uses military terms “wage war” and “weapons we fight with,” he is quick to distance this type of conflict from any kind of physical violence. The weapons he suggests throughout all his epistles are spiritual and come from God, not ourselves. In 2 Corinthians 10:3-5, Paul uses the weapon of truth to “demolish strongholds” in the minds of the Corinthians. English expositor Derek Prince underscores the importance of this mental battlefield:




    

      We absolutely must understand the battleground is in the realm of the mind. Satan is waging an all-out war to captivate the minds of the human race. He is building . . . fortresses in their minds and it is our responsibility as God’s representatives to use our spiritual weapons to break down these strongholds . . . and bring men and women . . . to the obedience of Christ. What a staggering assignment that is![3]


    




    Our first encounter with such mental and spiritual strongholds took place in Bogotá, Colombia, where we served with the Latin America Mission, helping to pioneer a student ministry. We moved in across the street from the National University and discovered that the prevailing ideology on campus was Marxism, replete with frequent, strident anti-American demonstrations. How could we become a part of such a university?




    Jack applied for a teaching position, but there were no vacancies. We prayer walked the campus each night, Joshua-style, and asked God for an opening. After seven days of prayer, the English department phoned. A colleague had resigned, and they offered his position to Jack. With great joy, he became an English professor and Mary Anne enrolled as a part-time student in social work. Both of us began befriending students.




    Tremendous mental and spiritual barriers, however, stood between the gospel and the first Colombians who accepted our invitation to Bible study lunches. As Americans we were considered exploitative capitalists and probable members of the CIA. We were evangélicos (Protestants), often considered a false sect in this Roman Catholic culture, and we followed a Jesus they could not yet comprehend.




    To bring down these strongholds we would need all the love, wisdom and spiritual weapons that the Lord could offer us.




    Paul’s conversion and call gave us clues about how to go forward. As a zealous Jewish Pharisee, he held strong mental and religious objections to Jews who believed that Jesus was divine. As he traveled to Damascus to imprison Christians, Paul met the living Christ, personally! His worldview crashed, and amid the broken pieces Jesus spoke to him and gave him a new vision and reason for living: “I am sending you to [Jews and Gentiles] to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me” (Acts 26:17-18).
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