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Legends of Tomorrow






Not to be confused with the unrelated DC Comics anthology series of the same name[image: External link].

DC's Legends of Tomorrow, or simply Legends of Tomorrow, is an American superhero action-adventure television series developed by Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim, Andrew Kreisberg, and Phil Klemmer, who are also executive producers along with Sarah Schechter and Chris Fedak; Klemmer and Fedak serve as showrunners. The series, based on the characters of DC Comics, airs on The CW and is a spin-off from Arrow and The Flash, existing in the same fictional universe. The first season premiered on January 21, 2016, with the second debuting on October 13, 2016. On January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the series for a third season,[1] which is scheduled to debut on October 10, 2017.[2]
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 Premise




Time Master Rip Hunter goes rogue after Vandal Savage murders Hunter's family. Intending to stop Savage, Hunter recruits a team consisting of Ray Palmer / The Atom, Sara Lance / White Canary, Martin Stein and Jefferson "Jax" Jackson, who together become the hero Firestorm, Kendra Saunders / Hawkgirl, Carter Hall / Hawkman, Leonard Snart / Captain Cold, and Mick Rory / Heat Wave. They discover that the Time Masters are backing Savage in his domination of the world in 2166 to facilitate a successful repulsion of a Thanagarian invasion. Due to Snart's sacrifice, the Time Masters are destroyed. Savage attempts to rewrite history with a temporal explosion, but is killed by the team when he is rendered mortal by the same meteor he used for his scheme. With Savage dead, Kendra and Carter leave the team.

Following the demise of the Time Masters, Rip decides to take their place guarding history with Ray, Sara, Stein, Jax, and Mick. However, they are warned by Rex Tyler / Hourman that they will die in 1942 New York City[image: External link]. They ignore the warning, landing Mick in stasis, and scattering themselves throughout time. Historian Nate Heywood / Steel, aided by Oliver Queen, finds Mick and rescues all of them but Rip, who remained lost for a short period of time, until found and rescued by his teammates. During their mission to protect the timeline, the team meets the Justice Society of America, led by Hourman. When Tyler is murdered by Eobard Thawne / Reverse-Flash, Amaya Jiwe / Vixen joins the Legends to find Tyler's killer. However, the Reverse-Flash gains allies throughout time, including Damien Darhk, Malcolm Merlyn, and Leonard Snart himself; their ultimate goal is finding the Spear of Destiny to rewrite their fates. After the Legion initially succeed, the Legends are forced to go back in time to obtain the Spear from their past selves, and eventually defeat the Legion, with Thawne being erased from existence, and Darhk, Merlyn, and Snart returned to their original times. Following the Legion's defeat, both Amaya and Nate decide to remain on the team. However, Rip decides that the team does not need him anymore and leaves, with Sara remaining its captain. Due to their interactions with their future selves, the Legends crash-land in a version of Los Angeles that has futuristic buildings and dinosaurs.



	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Average viewership

(in millions)



	
	1
	16
	January 21, 2016
	May 19, 2016
	135
	3.16[3]



	
	2
	17
	October 13, 2016
	April 4, 2017
	141
	2.57[4]
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 Cast and characters




See also: List of Legends of Tomorrow characters and List of Arrowverse cast members



	
Victor Garber as Martin Stein / Firestorm: A nuclear physicist focused on transmutation who is also half of the character Firestorm with Jefferson Jackson.[5][6][7] Graeme McComb portrays a young Stein in the 1970s and 1980s.[8] The character was first introduced on The Flash.

	
Brandon Routh as Ray Palmer / Atom: A scientist, inventor, businessman and former CEO of Palmer Technologies who developed a power-suit that is now capable of shrinking.[5][6] The character was first introduced on Arrow.

	
Arthur Darvill as Rip Hunter: A roguish time traveler and leader of the team, who hides the strains of being responsible for history itself behind a façade of charm and wit.[5][9] His goal is to defeat Vandal Savage in order to save the world and his family. He and Savage are archenemies throughout the timeline. Aiden Longworth portrays a young Rip Hunter.[10] In the second season, Rip disappears and gives command of the Waverider to the Legends. He later returns, first as a film student in the 60s who has no recollection of his past life, then as a brainwashed killer working for the Legion and later back to his original self. He remains with the team for a while, allowing Sara to remain captain. He later departs for good, as he realizes that the Legends no longer need him as their captain.

	
Caity Lotz as Sara Lance / White Canary: A Star City vigilante and former League of Assassins member suffering from rage issues after being resurrected by the mystical Lazarus Pit.[5][6][11] The character is partially based on the Black Canary and was first introduced on Arrow. In the second season, Sara becomes the leader of the Legends and captain of the Waverider.

	
Franz Drameh as Jefferson "Jax" Jackson / Firestorm[image: External link]: A former high school athlete whose pro career was derailed by an injury who now works as an auto mechanic.[5][12][13] He serves as the other half of the character Firestorm with Martin Stein.[7] The producers decided to create Jax as the other half of Firestorm to have him be someone in his early 20s and different from Ronnie's Firestorm, bringing comedy and camaraderie with Stein.[14] The character was first introduced on The Flash.

	
Ciara Renée as Kendra Saunders / Hawkgirl: A young woman who is just beginning to learn that she has been repeatedly reincarnated over the centuries. When provoked, her ancient warrior persona manifests itself along with wings that grow out of her back.[5][15][16] She chooses to leave the team at the end of the first season.[17] Saunders is also known by her Egyptian name Chay-Ara, and Edith Boardman in the series. The character was first introduced on The Flash. Anna Deavere Smith portrays an older Kendra in 1871,[18] known as Cinnamon.[19]


	
Falk Hentschel as Carter Hall / Hawkman: The latest reincarnation of the Egyptian prince Khufu who is fated to reincarnate throughout time along with his soulmate Kendra, with powers similar to hers.[16][20][21][22] A reincarnated version is recruited by Vandal Savage where he is known as Scythian Torvil before remembering his life as Carter Hall. He chooses to leave the team at the end of the first season.[17] Hall is also known by the name Joe Boardman in the series. The character was first introduced on The Flash. Hentschel received guest credit in his subsequent appearances in season one after the character's death in "Pilot, Part 2".[17][23]


	
Amy Pemberton voices Gideon: The artificial intelligence of the Waverider.[24] Pemberton portrayed a physical version of the character in the second season episode, "Land of the Lost".[25] An alternate version of Gideon was first introduced in The Flash.[24]


	
Dominic Purcell as Mick Rory / Heat Wave: An arsonist, career criminal, and accomplice of Leonard Snart who, in contrast to his partner, uses a heat gun capable of burning almost anything.[5][26] After being deserted in the past by Snart, he is recruited by the Time Masters and becomes the bounty hunter Chronos, who hunts the team, but he becomes again a member of the team. Mitchell Kummen portrays a young Rory.[27] The character was first introduced on The Flash.

	
Wentworth Miller as Leonard Snart / Captain Cold: The son of a career criminal who turns to the quick and easy life of crime, and uses a cryonic gun to freeze objects and people on contact.[5][6] Trestyn Zradicka portrays a young Leo. At the end of the first season, Snart sacrificed himself to save his team. In the second season, the Legion of Doom[28] recruits a past version of Snart from before he joined the team with the promise of averting his future death. Following the Legion's defeat, Mick returns Snart to the exact moment where he was recruited by the Legion, wiping his memories in the process and ensuring that Snart will eventually join the Legends. The character was first introduced on The Flash.

	
Matt Letscher as Eobard Thawne / Reverse Flash: A supervillain speedster from the future and the archenemy of The Flash. He is the leader of the Legion of Doom. In the season 2 finale, he is finally defeated by the Legends and the Black Flash, erasing him from existence. The character was first introduced on The Flash.[29]


	
Maisie Richardson-Sellers as Amaya Jiwe / Vixen: Able to magically channel the abilities of animal kingdom thanks to the mysterious Tantu Totem, Amaya is a member of the Justice Society of America in the 1940s, and grandmother of the Vixen Mari McCabe, who is portrayed by Megalyn Echikunwoke in other Arrowverse series.[30] It was originally intended for the McCabe version of Vixen to be used in Legends as well, but Echikunwoke was unable to reprise the role due to previous commitments.[31]


	
Nick Zano as Nate Heywood / Steel[image: External link]: A historian from Star City who has the ability to transform himself into a steel-like form, and is the grandson of Commander Steel, a member of the Justice Society of America.[32][33]




Tala Ashe will portray Zari Adrianna Tomaz in the third season, a Muslim-American computer hacker from the year 2030 who lives a double life with powers from a mystical source.[34]
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 Season 1 (2016)




The series premiere was prefaced with a special airing on January 19, 2016, titled "DC's Legends Of Tomorrow: Their Time Is Now". It featured the origin stories of the heroes and villains of the season, as well as show clips and interviews.[35]



	No.

overall
	No. in

season
	Title
	Directed by
	Written by
	Original air date
	Prod.

code
	U.S. viewers

(millions)



	1
	1
	"Pilot, Part 1"
	Glen Winter
	Greg Berlanti & Marc Guggenheim &

Andrew Kreisberg & Phil Klemmer
	January 21, 2016
	4X6351
	3.21[36]



	In 2166, Vandal Savage has successfully conquered the entire planet. In an effort to save humanity, Time Master Rip Hunter travels back to 2016 to assemble a group of superheroes and supervillains to team up and stop Savage's rise to power: Ray, Sara, Jefferson and Martin, Mick, Leonard, Carter, and Kendra. Hunter takes them to 1975 to talk to Professor Boardman, a leading expert on Savage. While providing information on Savage, Boardman also reveals that he is the son of Kendra and Carter from one of their past reincarnations. Meanwhile, a time-traveling bounty hunter named Chronos attacks Hunter's ship, the Waverider. The team is able to regroup and escape, but not before Boardman is wounded and dies. The attack forces Hunter to reveal that Chronos is after him for stealing the Waverider and going on the mission against the wishes of the Time Council and that part of his quest is based on his desire for revenge on Savage for murdering his wife and son in 2166. All members agree to aid Hunter, who warns that time will resist against the mission. In Norway[image: External link] 1975, Savage is shown in possession of weapons of mass destruction[image: External link].



	2
	2
	"Pilot, Part 2"
	Glen Winter
	Phil Klemmer & Marc Guggenheim and

Greg Berlanti & Andrew Kreisberg
	January 28, 2016
	4X6352
	2.89[37]



	Still in 1975, the team infiltrates a weapons auction, where Savage intends to sell the nuclear warhead. Savage becomes aware of their presence. They all escape, but not before a piece of Ray's suit is left behind. Angry at the recklessness, Hunter points out what happens and how the technology of Ray's suit will be used to create super weapons that lead to the destruction of Central City in 2016. The team splits up, with Stein, Jax, and Sara retrieving the missing piece of Ray's suit by the help of Stein's younger self while Ray, Leonard, and Mick go in search of the dagger that killed Kendra and Carter in their first life. The dagger turns out to be in the home of Savage, who imprisons them and calls the rest of the team. Kendra and Carter go after Savage while the rest take on Savage's men. During the fight, Savage kills Carter with the dagger, revealing that only Kendra can wield it to kill him. She becomes injured, and the team is forced to retreat and plan a new strategy, determined to stop Savage.



	3
	3
	"Blood Ties"
	Dermott Downs
	Marc Guggenheim & Chris Fedak
	February 4, 2016
	4X6353
	2.32[38]



	While still in 1975, Kendra's injury stops the team from traveling through time, and Sara convinces Rip that another way to stop Savage would be to take away his financial resources. Rip locates the bank where Savage keeps his money and he and Sara go there to steal the funds. They learn that Savage is using Carter's blood to give his own men longer lives. Rip and his team engage Savage and reclaim Carter's body, but Rip inadvertently gives Savage the names of his family members before critically wounding him. Meanwhile, Kendra's condition worsens, requiring Ray to shrink down and enter her bloodstream to save her. Snart attempts to change his own family's fate, but his efforts ultimately change nothing. It is revealed that Rip once traveled to ancient Egypt 4000 years ago to kill Savage, but hesitated and has been known as a nemesis called Gareeb. The team buries Carter and Rip charts a course for 1986, so that the team can intercept Savage again.



	4
	4
	"White Knights"
	Antonio Negret
	Sarah Nicole Jones & Phil Klemmer
	February 7, 2016[a]
	4X6354
	2.39[40]



	The team arrives in Washington, D.C, 1986 to stop Savage. They infiltrate the Pentagon and retrieve a file that points them toward scientist Valentina Vostok in the Soviet Union[image: External link]. Rip has Sara and Kendra work together to tame the feral nature that resides in each of them. Chronos tracks the team and Rip is forced to use Russian fighter jets to assist in taking down Chronos. While Ray and Snart go after Vostok, Rip tracks a time anomaly outside of Moscow. He finds his mentor, Zaman Druce, who offers to pardon Rip and return his new team to their time if Rip voluntarily surrenders. The pardon is revealed to be a trick and Druce attempts to kill Rip. With help from the team, Rip survives, but Chronos and Druce escape. Stein infiltrates a research lab and discovers Savage is trying to build an army with the same abilities as Firestorm. The former absorbs the energy in Savage's thermal core, which is returned to Rip by Snart; but Stein, Ray, and Mick are captured by the Soviets, with Vostok planning to use Stein for the project.



	5
	5
	"Fail-Safe"
	Dermott Downs
	Beth Schwartz[image: External link] & Grainne Godfree
	February 18, 2016
	4X6355
	2.25[41]



	The team brokers a deal with the Bratva to get into the gulag where Ray, Mick, and Stein are being held. Rip secretly tasks Sara with killing Stein, should they fail to rescue him. Savage has Ray and Mick tortured in front of Stein, forcing him to cooperate. Obtaining the formula, Valentina discovers that Stein is the other half of Firestorm. The team arrives at the gulag just as Valentina enters a reactor to start absorbing energy from a new thermal core. Snart rescues Mick and Ray, but Valentina merges with Stein to create a Soviet Firestorm. Jefferson is able to reach Stein's consciousness and force the two to separate. Without Stein or a quantum splicer, Valentina implodes. As the team moves into the time stream, they are attacked by Chronos, who forces them to crash land in a ruined Star City, 2046. They are confronted by a green-hooded archer whom they mistake for Oliver.



	6
	6
	"Star City 2046"
	Steve Shill[image: External link]
	Marc Guggenheim & Ray Utarnachitt
	February 25, 2016
	4X6356
	2.47[42]



	The archer attacks the team and they retreat back to the Waverider to make repairs and leave 2046. Rip, Sara, Snart, and Mick head to Smoak Industries, the new title of Palmer Tech, to find an essential part needed to repair the ship. Sara follows the vigilante, who turns out to be John Diggle, Jr. under the alias of Connor Hawke. It is revealed that 15 years prior, Grant Wilson, Slade's son, arrived in Star City with an army and took over. While searching through Oliver's old hideout, Sara and Rip find a 61 year old Oliver, who directs them to where they can find the part, but refuses to help in the struggle. In a fight with Grant's men, Connor is taken prisoner. Sara convinces Oliver to resume the Green Arrow mantle. With the rest of Rip's team as backup, Oliver is able to defeat Grant for good. With the ship repaired, the team re-enters the time stream. Meanwhile, Jefferson and Ray develop feelings for Kendra, but realized that she does not want anyone in her life. Mick tells Snart about his desire to see the world burn instead of saving it.



	7
	7
	"Marooned"
	Gregory Smith
	Anderson Mackenzie & Phil Klemmer
	March 3, 2016
	4X6357
	2.28[43]



	Savage's trail goes cold and Rip is unable to track it without an upgrade to Gideon's software. The team receives a distress call from another time ship, the Acheron, in deep space. Rip decides to steal the ship's A.I. software. The former, Stein, Jefferson, and Mick board the Acheron, where everyone but Stein is captured by time pirates who want the Waverider, on which the pirates fire, damaging the hull. Sara and Snart attempt to fix the hull, but get locked in the room, from which the air is slowly leaking out. As Stein rescues the others, Ray manages to repair the hull. Mick leads the pirates to the Waverider. Rip and the others retake the Acheron while Sara and Snart stop Mick and the pirates on the Waverider. The Acheron's captain provides Gideon's upgrade and a tip on Savage's location. Ray and Kendra develop a romantic relationship. Snart apparently kills Mick at an unknown place and time. In flashbacks to the alternate timeline, Rip's future wife is revealed to be a Time Master. The Time Council finds out about their relationship, which is forbidden for Time Masters; and she resigns in order to save Rip's career.



	8
	8
	"Night of the Hawk"
	Joe Dante
	Sarah Nicole Jones & Cortney Norris
	March 10, 2016
	4X6358
	2.01[44]



	The team arrives in Oregon, 1958 to investigate a series of murders tied to Savage. Infiltrating a mental institution, Sara discovers that Savage is a psychiatrist there under another name. Ray and Kendra pose as a married couple to investigate in the suburbs, but discover that Savage lives there as well. Elsewhere, Jefferson is attacked by humanoid bird-like creatures created by Savage from an Nth metal meteorite similar to the one that gave Kendra and Carter their powers. Jefferson is abducted by the local sheriff and delivered to Savage. The team decides to go after Savage at the institution, where he has already infected Jefferson with the Nth metal and transformed him into one of the creatures. Kendra fails to kill Savage, who escapes. The rest of the team manages to recapture Jefferson. Stein and Gideon create a serum that cures Jefferson and the other victims. Chronos then arrives and storms the ship, forcing the Waverider to quickly leave, stranding Ray, Sara, and Kendra in 1958.



	9
	9
	"Left Behind"
	John F. Showalter
	Beth Schwartz & Grainne Godfree
	March 31, 2016
	4X6359
	1.97[45]



	Chronos disables the Waverider and flees back into the timestream, taking Snart with him. Rip is forced to reset Gideon to undo Chronos' sabotage, leaving the ship temporarily stranded in the timestream. Meanwhile, two years pass for Ray, Sara, and Kendra. Ray and Kendra build a life together while Sara joins the League of Assassins. Rip and the rest of the team arrive in 1960 and get Ray and Kendra. They travel to Nanda Parbat to rescue Sara, but she is revealed to have fully committed to Ra's al Ghul's mission and turns the team over to him as trespassers to be executed. Rip invokes the trial-by-combat ritual to save the team, with Kendra and Sara named as the champions to fight. Elsewhere, Chronos reveals himself to Snart as Mick, having been found by the Time Masters and trained to be their bounty hunter. Kendra is able to get through to Sara just as Chronos arrives. Ra's frees the team, which successfully stops Chronos and discovers his real identity. Ra's releases Sara and the others. Imprisoning Mick on the Waverider, the team decides to try to reform him. They head to 2147, their last stand against Savage.



	10
	10
	"Progeny"
	David Geddes
	Phil Klemmer & Marc Guggenheim
	April 7, 2016
	4X6360
	1.88[46]



	The team arrives in Kasnia, 2147. They discover Savage is personally grooming Per Degaton, son of Tor, the ruler. Rip reveals that when Per rises to power, he will unleash a virus that decimates most of the planet and allows Savage to kill Per and conquer the world. The team decides to remove Per from the timeline and prevent Savage's rise to power. The kidnapping does not affect the timeline, so Rip releases Per and implores him not to let Savage influence his decisions. However, Per kills Tor on Savage's advice, accelerating the latter's rise. Meanwhile, Ray finds his suit's technology has been used to create autonomous policing robots that Savage will use to help conquer the world and that the family line of his brother, Sydney, founded the company that created them. After settling his differences with Snart for the moment, Mick reveals that the Time Masters have released a group called the "Hunters," whose sole purpose will be to track down the team and kill each of them, including Mick.



	11
	11
	"The Magnificent Eight"
	Thor Freudenthal
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim
	April 12, 2016[b]
	4X6361
	1.98[48]



	The team travels to Salvation, South Dakota in 1871 to hide out from the Hunters. While Rip decides their next move, the rest of the team goes into town, where they meet Jonah Hex, who knows they are time travelers and once fought alongside Rip in years past. Kendra gets flashbacks from one of her previous lives and goes to investigate, while Ray and the rest of the team head back to town to defend against the Stillwater gang. Kendra and Sara follow the former's visions to an old woman, who turns out to be the Kendra from that time period. The past Kendra warns her future incarnation not to love a different man, as it will always end in either heartbreak or tragedy. The team goes after the Stillwater gang and captures their leader, Jeb, but Jackson is apprehended as they escape. The team sets up a quick draw duel between Rip and Jeb to barter for Jackson's life. Rip wins, but the Hunters arrive before the team can leave. They defeat the Hunters, but not before they learn that the Time Masters have sent the "Pilgrim" to kill their younger selves, thus erasing the members from the timeline.



	12
	12
	"Last Refuge"
	Rachel Talalay[image: External link]
	Chris Fedak & Matthew Maala
	April 21, 2016
	4X6362
	1.78[49]



	Gideon uses the Pilgrim's temporal distortions to predict her next move. After they successfully rescue Mick and Sara's younger selves, Gideon loses track of the Pilgrim's movements, allowing her to take out any of the team members without them knowing. The Pilgrim goes after Ray in 2014, but the team arrives just in time to save his former self and prevent Ray's death. Rip decides to abduct the rest of the team's infant selves to prevent the Pilgrim from killing any selves of them. They are successful, bringing the infants to Rip's adoptive mother for her to look after until they can stop the Pilgrim. The Pilgrim kidnaps the team members' loved ones, threatening to kill them unless the members give themselves up. Rip agrees to give up his younger self from before he became a Time Master, thus preventing the team's formation, in exchange for everyone's safety. The Pilgrim agrees, but the team sets a trap for her, managing to kill her. Afterward, Ray and Kendra become engaged. Rip says that the only time to stop Savage is in 2166, at the peak of the latter's power.



	13
	13
	"Leviathan"
	Gregory Smith
	Sarah Nicole Jones & Ray Utarnachitt
	April 28, 2016
	4X6363
	1.86[50]



	The team travels to London[image: External link], 2166 to try to eliminate Savage just before he finally takes over the world. While investigating Savage, Kendra notices that one of his female officers is wearing a bracelet that she originally wore when she first died in ancient Egypt. The team plans to retrieve the bracelet, knowing that it will help them kill Savage. They also join forces with local rebels. The officer turns out to be Cassandra, Savage's daughter. Snart kidnaps her and manages to convince her to assist them. Rory helps Kendra melt the bracelet down and coat Carter's mace so that it can be used to kill Savage. Savage's giant robot called the Leviathan attacks the Waverider. While the others go after Savage, Ray reverses the polarity of his suit so that he can grow in size and takes out the Leviathan. The mace works, but Kendra refuses to kill Savage when she learns that he has brainwashed that generation's incarnation of Carter to be his soldier. To save Carter's mind, she and Rip imprison Savage on the Waverider.



	14
	14
	"River of Time"
	Alice Troughton
	Cortney Norris & Anderson Mackenzie
	May 5, 2016
	4X6364
	1.63[51]



	Upon the revelation that the Leviathan was technology from the distant future, proving Savage has manipulated time, Rip believes the Time Masters will finally ratify his mission and sets course for the Vanishing Point. Jefferson fixes the damaged time drive, but is exposed to time radiation which ages him prematurely. Stein is forced to send him back to 2016 in the jump ship to reverse the process. Carter, now named Scythian Torvil, is kept prisoner while Kendra tries to restore his memories, causing a rift between her and Ray which effectively ends their relationship. Savage tries to manipulate some of the team members, allowing him to escape his cell. Just as Savage is about to kill Kendra, Scythian regains his memories as Carter and saves her, but is stabbed by Savage before Kendra knocks the latter unconscious. The team arrives at the Vanishing Point, where the Time Masters reveal that they have been working with Savage, who is to be sent back to 2166 to carry on with his plan while Rip and his team are put under arrest.



	15
	15
	"Destiny"
	Olatunde Osunsanmi[image: External link]
	Story by : Marc Guggenheim

Teleplay by : Phil Klemmer & Chris Fedak
	May 12, 2016
	4X6365
	1.89[52]



	Kendra and Scythian are turned over to Savage as he returns to 2166, when he kills Rip's family again. Sara and Snart, who evaded capture, make plans to rescue the team with the help of Gideon. Druce explains to Rip that the Time Masters helped Savage because an alien race from the planet Thanagar will attack Earth in 2175 and only Savage is able to unite the world and stop them. Druce also reveals the Oculus, which the Time Masters used to manipulate Rip's team among various others to facilitate Savage's rise to power, including orchestrating the murder of Rip's family. Snart and Sara disable the other time ships and rescue the others. The team decides to destroy the Oculus, only to find Druce waiting for them with soldiers. Having recruited Martin's 2016 self to help him, Jefferson returns in the jump ship and evens the odds. But the success of the Oculus' self-destruct costs the life of Snart, who takes Druce out with him. Savage learns of the unpredictability of timeline due to the destruction of the Oculus and decides to make use of the time traveling technology at his disposal.



	16
	16
	"Legendary"
	Dermott Downs
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Chris Fedak

Teleplay by : Phil Klemmer & Marc Guggenheim
	May 19, 2016
	4X6366
	1.85[53]



	Kendra leaves a message for the team alerting them to Savage's presence in France[image: External link], 1944; but they are unable to stop him and only manage to rescue Scythian. Savage reveals that the Thanagarians sent three meteors to ancient Egypt; and he plans to use Kendra's and Scythian's blood to activate the meteors' alien technology and erase time back to 1700 BC, where he can rule. Stein deduces Savage's method, also concluding that radiation from all three meteors will render Savage mortal, so anyone can kill him. The team breaks up into pairs, traveling to 1958, 1975, and 2021. All three groups kill Savage. Ray and Firestorm destroy two of the meteors, and Rip uses the Waverider to send the last meteor into the sun before it can explode and destroy the Earth. Kendra and Scythian stay behind to defend in 2016 while the others decide to help Rip protect the timeline. Before they can leave 2016, however, Rex Tyler arrives in a future version of the Waverider and warns the team of their impending death.






	
^ "White Knights" premiered earlier in Canada as CTV's lead-out program for Super Bowl 50[image: External link] on February 7, 2016. CTV aired an encore of the episode in its regular time, 30 minutes after its premiere on The CW in its normal timeslot on February 11.[39]


	
^ "The Magnificent Eight" premiered earlier in Canada on CTV before it premiered April 14 on the CW.[47]
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	17
	1
	"Out of Time"
	Dermott Downs
	Story by : Greg Berlanti & Chris Fedak

Teleplay by : Marc Guggenheim & Phil Klemmer
	October 13, 2016
	T13.20001
	1.82[54]



	In 2016, historian Nate Heywood[image: External link] enlists Mayor Oliver Queen's help in locating the Waverider after it was caught in a nuclear blast in 1942. The pair find the sunken ship with only Mick aboard in stasis, who tells them what happened after being revived. Rip's team—Mick, Ray, Sara, Jax, and Martin—traveled through time dealing with "aberrations" in history. They learned that a nuclear bomb would be detonated in New York City[image: External link] in 1942. The team discovered Damien Darhk, working with the Nazis, was behind the attack. Sara attempted to kill Darhk to prevent Laurel's death, but Darhk escaped and launched his sole atomic bomb toward New York from a U-boat. Rip chose to scatter the team throughout time, except for the injured Mick, to save their lives while he intercepted the bomb with the Waverider and saved New York. In the present, Mick and Nate use the Waverider to travel through time and rescue everyone, but fail to find any trace of Rip. After fixing events in 1942 to prevent the Nazis from making a nuclear bomb, the team is confronted by the Justice Society of America (JSA). Meanwhile, Darhk is shown to be working with Eobard Thawne.



	18
	2
	"The Justice Society of America"
	Michael Grossman[image: External link]
	Chris Fedak & Sarah Nicole Jones
	October 20, 2016
	T13.20002
	1.80[55]



	


	This episode's plot summary may be too long[image: External link] or excessively detailed[image: External link]. Please help improve it[image: External link] by removing unnecessary details and making it more concise. (June 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




The Justice Society captures the team, believing them to be Nazi spies. Nate reveals that he is the grandson of JSA member Commander Steel. After the JSA is assigned a mission to obtain information on Nazi captain Baron Krieger[image: External link], they release the team and strongly advise them to leave 1942. The JSA learns that Krieger intends to trade away an amulet in Hitler's possession; his trade partner turns out to be Eobard, who has given him a sample of the serum with which he intends to barter. Nate soon discovers that the JSA dies on this mission, so the team travels back to rescue them. While the teams collect the amulet and fight the Nazis, Krieger uses the serum on himself and turns into a monstrous superhuman. He manages to capture Ray and JSA member Amaya. Ray offers to replicate the formula to save Amaya. The teams then attack the Nazi base, save Ray and Amaya, and take down Krieger. However, hemophiliac Nate is critically injured in the process. Ray saves him by using the modified serum he developed. After the team departs, Eobard appears at the JSA headquarters and stabs Rex Tyler with his vibrating hand to erase him from the timeline before stealing the amulet. A dying Rex whispers "time traveler" to Amaya.



	19
	3
	"Shogun"
	Kevin Tancharoen
	Phil Klemmer & Grainne Godfree
	October 27, 2016
	T13.20003
	1.75[56]



	Amaya stows away on the Waverider and attacks Mick, believing him responsible for Rex's death. Nate stops her using his newly-developed ability to convert his body to a steel-like form. Sara convinces Amaya that a rogue time traveller is likely to blame for the murder. An accident during Ray's testing of Nate's abilities throws both men into the time vortex and strands them in 17th-century feudal Japan. Nate is found and cared for by Masako Yamashiro, the betrothed of shogun Tokugawa Iemitsu whose samurai capture Ray. Sara, Amaya, and Mick rescue Ray from Tokugawa, who uses the Atom suit against them. They meet up with a recovered Nate, who does not want to leave Masako to Tokugawa's mercy. They defend Masako's village from the samurai, while Ray and Nate defeat Tokugawa by destroying the Atom suit. Nate and Amaya officially join the team. Meanwhile, Jefferson and Stein discover a hidden armory inside the ship and a secret message from Barry Allen from 2056 intended for Rip and forbidden from the crew.



	20
	4
	"Abominations"
	Michael Allowitz[image: External link]
	Marc Guggenheim & Ray Utarnachitt
	November 3, 2016
	T13.20004
	1.75[57]



	The team learns of a time pirate stranded in the American Civil War. Upon arriving, they encounter a black man, Henry Scott, being chased by Confederate soldiers that have been turned into zombies by a virus carried by the pirate. The team defeats the group of zombies, but Henry is killed. Before his death, Henry reveals he is a Union spy assigned to steal Confederate battle plans for General Grant and asks Jefferson to complete his mission. The team discovers that Mick is infected with the virus and returns him to the Waverider, where Ray and Martin ultimately manage to cure him. Sara and Nate go to warn Grant about the zombies while Jax and Amaya attempt to steal the plans. Jax runs afoul of a plantation owner and is locked up. Amaya frees him and the other black prisoners. They find the plans and burn down the mansion during a zombie attack. Meanwhile, Grant's camp is also attacked by zombies. Sara formulates a successful plan to kill them using Nate's powers. Jax, posing as Henry Scott, gives the plans to Grant, which will ensure a Union battle victory. A grateful Mick gives Leonard Snart's cold gun to Ray.



	21
	5
	"Compromised"
	David Geddes
	Keto Shimizu & Grainne Godfree
	November 10, 2016
	T13.20005
	1.77[58]



	In 1987, Eobard Thawne offers Damien Darhk an alliance, which Darhk declines. Aboard the Waverider, Nate discovers an aberration in 1987 involving the INF treaty signing. The team infiltrates the White House as tourists and finds Darhk there as one of the treaty negotiators. Sara again attempts to kill him, which alerts White House security and forces the team to make a very public escape. They soon learn that Darhk is making his own secret deal with the KGB. Returning to the White House during a State dinner, they discover him making an exchange with KGB agents for a box with an unknown item. The team defeats Darhk's men and the Russians. Sara confronts Darhk, but spares his life. Instead, she reveals his future to torture him: his master plan's failure, his wife's murder, and his own eventual death. Eobard whisks Darhk away, but not before Sara steals the box from him. She realizes the team is up against a time-travelling speedster. Unnerved by Sara's revelation, Darhk insists on teaming up with Eobard and the two enter the time stream.



	22
	6
	"Outlaw Country"
	Cherie Nowlan
	Matthew Maala & Chris Fedak
	November 17, 2016
	T13.20006
	1.85[59]



	The team learns of an aberration in Colorado, 1874, where they save Jonah Hex from execution. He reveals that he is fighting an outlaw boss named Quentin Turnbull. Nate reveals that the aberration is Turnbull leading the Western US in its secession to form the "Turnbull Country". The team learns that Turnbull is extracting dwarf star, which Ray used for his A.T.O.M. suit, and that Turnbull is planning to destroy a critical mountain pass connecting the Eastern US to the West, stopping the US Army[image: External link] from supplying the West. While Sara and Jonah engage Turnbull, Mick and Amaya destroy the mine and Nate uses his powers to stop the train. Instead of killing Turnbull, Jonah decides to deliver him to the authorities. With the dwarf star reappropriated, Ray plans to rebuild his suit and shows Nate the suit he has made for the latter. Amaya decides to teach Mick to control his anger. Martin and Jefferson deduce that, due to the former's interaction with his past self, he may have altered the past. Sara tells the team that they need to return to 2016 to help their friends.



	23
	7
	"Invasion!"
	Gregory Smith
	Story by : Greg Berlanti

Teleplay by : Phil Klemmer & Marc Guggenheim
	December 1, 2016
	T13.20007
	3.39[60]



	
Nate, Mick, Amaya, Felicity, and Cisco travel back to the first Dominator invasion of Earth in Oregon, 1951. The Legends successfully capture a Dominator for information, but are themselves captured by federal agents. While in custody, they learn from the Dominator that the aliens arrived to assess the threat humanity posed now that metahumans had appeared. Felicity and Cisco rescue the Legends and help set the Dominator free. Meanwhile in Central City 2016, the team learns that the Dominators know about Barry's manipulation of the timeline and that they demand his surrender in exchange for peace. After the Legends return, the team discovers that the Dominators' weapon is a bomb that will kill all metahumans on Earth with millions of collateral human casualties. The team dissuades Barry from surrendering and Cisco reconciles with him. They manage to destroy the bomb and force the Dominators to retreat using pain-inflicting nanotechnology. Cisco gives Supergirl a device to travel between their universes. Martin convinces Jefferson not to tell the others that his daughter, Lily, is an aberration of the timeline.



This episode concludes a crossover that begins on The Flash season 3 episode 8[image: External link] and continues on Arrow season 5 episode 8[image: External link].




	24
	8
	"The Chicago Way"
	Ralph Hemecker
	Sarah Nicole Jones & Ray Utarnachitt
	December 8, 2016
	T13.20008
	2.00[61]



	Eobard, Darhk and Malcolm Merlyn arrive in Chicago, 1927, and ally with Al Capone. Learning of the aberration, the Legends arrive and manage to keep Capone from murdering Eliot Ness. Ness is critically injured, so the team decides to obtain vital information on Capone's operation to secure history. Meanwhile, Mick begins having hallucinations of Snart, who belittles him for acting like his teammates. Sara and Martin are abducted by Eobard during their infiltration and raid on Capone's club. Malcolm offers Sara a chance to change her past in return for the amulet she took from Darhk in 1987, but she refuses. The team rescues the captives, but "Martin" turns out to be a disguised Eobard, who searches the Waverider at super-speed for the amulet while Malcolm attacks the ship directly. Eobard barely escapes revenge at Amaya's hand, but Sara surrenders the amulet for Martin's safety. The Legends succeed in correcting the timeline. Eobard later shows his partners that the completed amulet projects a holographic map that can locate the Spear of Destiny, which is able to "rewrite reality itself". They must next locate Rip Hunter, who is revealed to be working as a movie director in 1967 Los Angeles.



	25
	9
	"Raiders of the Lost Art"
	Dermott Downs
	Keto Shimizu & Chris Fedak
	January 24, 2017
	T13.20009
	1.74[62]



	During the New York attack, Rip recovered the Spear of Destiny from the Waverider and used the time drive to escape. In the present, the team learns about the spear and arrives in Los Angeles, 1967, where they find Darhk and Malcolm attempting to kidnap Rip, who has no memories of his previous adventures and is filming with George Lucas. Both parties escape and Rip is arrested by the police. The team springs him from custody and takes him to the Waverider. Nate and Ray are revealed to have lost their specialities and powers since the aberration caused Lucas to quit filmmaking. While Nate, Amaya, and Ray meet Lucas to dissuade him from dropping out of school, the others learn that Lucas had a fragment of the spear. Darhk and Malcolm overpower Amaya's party and force them to search for the fragment in a dumpster. The others arrive and a battle ensues during which they recover the fragment and the Medallion. Rip, however, is abducted by Eobard and threatened with torture by Malcolm and Darhk. Lucas returns to filmmaking and the team vows to rescue Rip. Meanwhile, Mick tells Stein about his hallucinations, but the latter eventually interprets them to be emotional, not neural.



	26
	10
	"The Legion of Doom"
	Eric Laneuville[image: External link]
	Phil Klemmer & Marc Guggenheim
	January 31, 2017
	T13.20010
	1.78[63]



	In Star City 2016, Eobard and Damien recruit Malcolm just hours after the 2016 Damien is killed by Oliver. The Legion's attempts to extract information from Rip fail repeatedly, exacerbating tensions within the group. Eobard disappears after insisting on his superiority, assigning Malcolm and Damien to access Rip's bank safe deposit box in Switzerland[image: External link] 2025, the number of which Damien found engraved on Rip's tooth. Meanwhile, Martin recruits Lily to help the team decode the amulet. She finds out that she is an aberration and gets angry with Martin. After a failed robbery, Malcolm and Damien decide to work together against Eobard. The Legends realize that the mystery speedster is Eobard and that he needs the spear to undo his removal from existence[image: External link]. Damien and Malcolm break into the bank vault, finding a record of Rip's memories. They force Eobard to tell the truth about his disappearances. He reveals that Hunter Zolomon, now the undead speedster Black Flash, has been chasing him since Flashpoint. They manage to trap the pursuing speedster in the vault and escape, with Eobard agreeing to treat the duo as his equals. Lily returns home after she and Martin reconcile, while the Legion restores Rip's memories, albeit with "adjustments". In New Jersey, 1776, Rip shoots George Washington.



	27
	11
	"Turncoat"
	Alice Troughton
	Grainne Godfree & Matthew Maala
	February 7, 2017
	T13.20011
	1.77[64]



	Rip has been brainwashed into working for the Legion. The Legends, who feel the subsequent timequake, head to Christmas Eve, 1776, to protect Washington. As Sara and Mick escort Washington to safety, Rip arrives with some British troops who have been armed with modern-day assault rifles. Rip disables the team's technology and shoots Sara in the chest, opting to take Mick and Washington prisoner. Rip then head to the Waverider to retrieve the Legends' piece of the spear. Jax holds off Rip while a shrunken Ray works to fix the Waverider. Amaya and Nate share a tender moment in the wilderness. After Mick hears that Washington will be executed in the morning, he formulates an escape plan and teaches the General what it means to be an American. Rip uses Sara as leverage to get Jax to give him the spear fragment before snapping her neck. The Waverider's power is restored and Sara is revived in time to stop an enraged Jax from murdering Rip. Nate and Amaya save Mick and Washington, who goes on to lead his soldiers to victory in the American Revolution. Amaya tells Nate they should remain friends and the team celebrates Christmas on the Waverider.



	28
	12
	"Camelot/3000"
	Antonio Negret
	Anderson Mackenzie
	February 21, 2017
	T13.20012
	1.64[65]



	Rip finds former JSA member Dr. Mid-Nite in Detroit, 3000, killing him and taking his spear fragment. Gideon locates the next fragment in Medieval England, 507 A.D, during the age of King Arthur. Amaya recognizes Merlin as Stargirl, her former comrade in the JSA. She explains that Hunter joined the JSA on their final mission to secure the spear. He divided it into four pieces for more safety. The Legion abducts Arthur and controls his mind using a device taken from 3000 in order to enter Camelot, threatening to destroy it unless the spear is brought to them. Sara persuades Guinevere to help them fight back while Amaya convinces Stargirl, who is in love with Arthur, to entrust her with the fragment. Upon learning that Ray has joined Guinevere's army, the team devises a plan to reverse the effect of the device, and Arthur subdues Rip. Ray engages Damien and gets shot, but survives due to his suit's armor. In the changed history, Ray is revealed to have been become a knight. Imprisoned in the brig, Rip contacts Gideon, who has been programmed to be loyal to him.



	29
	13
	"Land of the Lost"
	Ralph Hemecker
	Keto Shimizu & Ray Utarnachitt
	March 7, 2017
	T13.20013
	1.54[66]



	Rip issues an override order to Gideon to activate the Waverider's self-destruct sequence, but the team manages to reboot Gideon and stop it. They crash land in the Cretaceous[image: External link] period and Ray, Amaya and Nate venture out to recover a lost engine part. Mick suggests using a Time Master method of mental programming to travel inside Rip's mind and discover the location of Commander Steel and the final piece of the spear. Sara and Jax travel inside Rip's mind, encountering evils from Rip's past, evil versions of themselves, Gideon in human form, and a trapped Rip. Ray, Nate and Amaya retrieve the engine part, with Amaya using her abilities to stop a dinosaur from attacking them. Nate and Amaya start to develop mutual feelings, but Ray advises against this, reminding Nate that Amaya's granddaughter will eventually inherit her abilities. Sara, Jax and Gideon free Rip's consciousness before Sara and Jax return to reality. Rip shares a kiss with the human Gideon before returning to reality and resuming his role as Captain, informing the team that he does know the location of Commander Steel and the last piece of the spear. Meanwhile in 1970, Jack Swigert, Apollo 13's Command Module Pilot, has a meeting with a doctor, revealed to be Eobard Thawne.



	30
	14
	"Moonshot"
	Kevin Mock
	Grainne Godfree
	March 14, 2017
	T13.20014
	1.34[67]



	


	This episode's plot summary may be too long[image: External link] or excessively detailed[image: External link]. Please help improve it[image: External link] by removing unnecessary details and making it more concise. (June 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




The Legends head to NASA in 1970, where Henry Heywood is working as a consultant. Henry reveals that he hid his spear fragment in the flag left by Apollo 11 on the moon, but then reveals that the Apollo 13 mission is going exactly as planned, worrying the team. It is revealed that Thawne has taken the identity of Jack Swigert, as he incapacitates the other two. Ray flies aboard the Apollo command module, and manages to restrain Thawne before retrieving the spear fragment. However, the Waverider is damaged when Sara attempts to stop meteors from damaging the Apollo craft, leaving Ray stranded on the moon. Ray and Thawne eventually launch themselves off the moon and are caught by the Waverider. Thawne is restrained, but does calculate the angle the team needs to reenter the atmosphere. With no other way to save the Waverider from destruction, Henry sacrifices himself by opening one of the Waverider outer hatches, being sucked outside the ship. Nate, disappointed that he wasn't able to create a potentially better life for his family, passes on Henry's message to his teenage father. Sara and Rip seem to clash over who should Captain the ship, but eventually reach a mutual agreement to lead the team together. Amaya asks Gideon to show her the fate of her village and her family, revealing to Amaya the destruction of her village and knowledge of her granddaughter Mari, the present-day Vixen.



	31
	15
	"Fellowship of the Spear"
	Ben Bray
	Keto Shimizu & Matthew Maala
	March 21, 2017
	T13.20015
	1.72[68]



	


	This episode's plot summary may be too long[image: External link] or excessively detailed[image: External link]. Please help improve it[image: External link] by removing unnecessary details and making it more concise. (June 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




The Legends steal the remaining spear fragments from Thawne, making it whole again. Writings on the spear reveal that it can be destroyed by the blood of Jesus Christ. Sara orders Gideon to send the Waverider back to the Crucifixion, but Rip immediately countermands the order, warning that simply going back to any significant points in history will have dire consequences if altered. Nate reveals that J. R. R. Tolkien has done a lot of research on Sir Gawain, who possessed some of Christ's blood, as a solution. They find Tolkien in the Battle of the Somme, 1916 France. Mick is confronted by what he believes to be an illusion of Snart, who is disappointed with Mick's decision to side with the Legends. Tolkien takes the Legends to the grave, where they are attacked by Darhk and an alive Snart, whom the Legion recruited to steal the Spear for them before he joined the original Legends. Tolkien acquires a map before escaping with the others. Amaya, tempted by the Spear's power, offers using the spear to erase the Legion from reality, but the idea is opposed by the others. Using the map and the spear, they track the blood to the Somme battlefield, where Rip manages to convince both sides to a temporary ceasefire, during which the Legends acquire the blood. They are confronted by Darhk and Snart, who ultimately convinces Mick to join the Legion and give them the spear, with which they escape after Snart triggers a conflict, leading to the destruction of the blood. Malcolm returns to the Legion with the Kalebros Manuscript, which they use to activate the spear.



	32
	16
	"Doomworld"
	Mairzee Almas
	Ray Utarnachitt & Sarah Hernandez
	March 28, 2017
	T13.20016
	1.59[69]



	


	This episode's plot summary may be too long[image: External link] or excessively detailed[image: External link]. Please help improve it[image: External link] by removing unnecessary details and making it more concise. (June 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




In the new reality created by the Legion of Doom, Eobard Thawne is now the genius CEO of S.T.A.R. Labs and has captured the Black Flash, Damien Darhk is the mayor of Star City, Malcolm Merlyn's family is alive and has his hand restored, and Snart and Rory control Central City as Captain Cold and Heatwave, but they still answer to Thawne as their superior. Ray, Stein, and Jax work in S.T.A.R. Labs for Thawne, Sara and Amaya work as enforcers for Darhk, killing any vigilante who opposes him, and Nate is a conspiracy theorist. Rip, being the only member of the Legends who is aware of the changes in reality, has given up and now bakes cakes onboard the Waverider. Mick, who is unsatisfied with his easy life of crime, takes Nate to re-assemble the Legends, using Ray's new invention, the reality gun, to restore their memories. Stein, who is abused by Jax in this reality, breaks the gun after the latter attempts to use it on him. They resolve to reclaim the Spear from Thawne, before he can use an incinerator built by Stein powerful enough to destroy it, cementing the new reality. Darhk, Merlyn, and Snart also form an alliance against Thawne to reclaim the Spear for themselves. In a fight to retrieve the Spear, Amaya, who attempts to restore reality, is killed by Snart, thus enabling Thawne to destroy the Spear. Now trapped in this alternate reality forever, without their special powers, the defeated Legends make a risky plan to stop the Legion from ever getting the Spear in the first place, by travelling back to 1916 and preventing the Spear from being taken. Elsewhere, Rip and the Waverider are revealed to be miniaturized in Thawne's office.



	33
	17
	"Aruba"
	Rob Seidenglanz
	Phil Klemmer & Marc Guggenheim
	April 4, 2017
	T13.20017
	1.52[70]



	


	This episode's plot summary may be too long[image: External link] or excessively detailed[image: External link]. Please help improve it[image: External link] by removing unnecessary details and making it more concise. (June 2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message[image: External link])




The Legends regain contact with the Waverider and Ray de-miniaturizes both it and Rip. The Legends travel back to the Battle of the Somme to steal the Spear before the Legion can use it, while Thawne arrives from the altered reality, and destroys the blood of Christ, before killing future Ray, and informs the past Legion members about the future Legends. The Legends end up interacting with their past selves, creating a time storm that prevents them from using the past Legends' Waverider to escape when they are ambushed by Merlyn, Darhk, and Snart. During the subsequent battle, the future Legends, with the exception of Sara and Rip, are killed by the Legion, before they are in turn incapacitated by the past Legends. Thawne arrives with multiple past versions of himself to fight the team, while Sara begins to use the Spear to rewrite reality. After Sara speaks to a manifestation of Laurel, Eobard takes the spear and attempts to use it against the team, only for Sara to reveal that she made the Spear defunct and that she released the Black Flash, who kills Eobard and erases him, his past versions, and the Spear from existence. With the mission complete, the remaining future Legends fade out of existence too. Nate convinces Amaya to stay. The Legends drop off Merlyn at his apartment in 2016, and erase Darhk's and Snart's memories, dropping them off in 1987 and 2014, respectively, to live out their destinies and eventual deaths. Rip leaves the team, telling Sara that he has taught her everything. The Legends set off for Aruba, 2017, at Mick's request, but find themselves in Los Angeles, 2017, which, due to their meddling in time, now has buildings from different time periods and is swarming with dinosaurs.
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 Production
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In January 2015, co-creator Greg Berlanti stated that there were "very early" preliminary talks for an additional spin-off series centered on Ray Palmer / Atom (Brandon Routh), from Arrow and The Flash.[71] In February 2015, it was reported that a spin-off series, described as a superhero team-up show, was in discussion by The CW for a possible 2015–16 midseason release. Berlanti, Andrew Kreisberg, Marc Guggenheim, and Sarah Schechter would serve as executive producers. The potential series would be headlined by several recurring characters from both Arrow and The Flash, including Palmer, Leonard Snart (Wentworth Miller), and Dr. Martin Stein (Victor Garber). Caity Lotz was also mentioned to be among the main cast. There would be potential for other Arrow/Flash characters to cross over to the new series, and the series would be casting "three major DC Comics characters who have never appeared in a TV series".[6]

In March 2015, Stephen Amell, who portrays Oliver Queen / Green Arrow on Arrow, confirmed the series would air in the 2015–16 midseason. Additionally, Kreisberg stated more would be revealed about the nature of the series by the end of Arrow's third season, specifically why Lotz is slated to appear, given her previous character, Sara, was killed at the start of Arrow season three.[72] Berlanti also stated there was a particular reason for the other half of Firestorm—Ronnie Raymond (Robbie Amell), as seen on The Flash—not being mentioned in the initial cast announcement.[73] On the purpose of the series, Berlanti said it was designed to be "most similar to our crossover episodes, where you feel that 'event-iness', but all the time. For us, first and foremost, with all of [our shows], it's about 'how is it its own thing?' Because we don't just want to do it to do it." He also revealed the producers were focusing on "making sure that the villain that we have on [the] show is distinct too... another big character who hasn't been used yet."[74] Also in March, Dominic Purcell was revealed to be reprising his role as Heat Wave in the series,[26] and Blake Neely, composer of Arrow and The Flash, would serve as composer.[75] At the end of the month, Arthur Darvill was cast as Rip Hunter, one of the "new to TV" DC characters,[9] while Ciara Renée was cast as Kendra Saunders / Hawkgirl.[15] In April 2015, in a Variety article on the recent MipTV event, it noted the title for the series would be Legends of Tomorrow, despite it still being unconfirmed by those involved with the series.[76] Also in the month, Franz Drameh was cast as Jax Jackson.[12]

In May 2015, actor Victor Garber said that The CW was impressed with what was shown to them, giving the project a straight-to-series order.[77] The network officially confirmed the order for the series on May 7, 2015, as well as the official title, DC's Legends of Tomorrow.[5] Later in the month, it was confirmed that Lotz would reprise her role as Sara Lance, who would be taking the name White Canary,[11] as well as revealing the antagonist as Vandal Savage.[78] In June 2015, it was announced that Phil Klemmer had been made the series showrunner as well as executive producer;[79] Chris Fedak serves as executive producer and co-showrunner with Klemmer.[80] At the end of the month, Grant Gustin stated he would appear in the series as Barry Allen / Flash,[81] though he ultimately did not appear in the first season. In August 2015, Casper Crump was cast as Vandal Savage.[82]

On March 11, 2016, the series was renewed for a second season,[83] which debuted in October 2016.[84] The producers have considered adjusting the Legends team for additional seasons, with Joseph David-Jones' Connor Hawke and Megalyn Echikunwoke's Vixen potential additions.[85][86] For the second season, Klemmer revealed that Arrow writer Keto Shimizu and The Flash writer Grainne Godfree would be working on Legends in order to "make our stories work in concert" with Arrow and The Flash. Klemmer also noted the challenges of creating more crossover elements, since Amell and Gustin work full days for their respective shows. In terms of working within the Arrowverse, Klemmer said that the death of Laurel Lance on Arrow would "resonate into Season 2... [since] something that happens on Arrow can create ripples that appear on our show in a huge way. It fundamentally alters the DNA of our series."[87] The second season initially consisted of 13 episodes,[88] with four more ordered in November 2016 to bring the season total to 17.[89]

Teasing the premise of season two in April 2016, Klemmer stated, "We're coming at it from a completely different angle. We're determined to make every part of season two feel like its own show. [The first episode of season two] will very much be a new pilot with new good guys, new bad guys, new stakes, new dynamics, new goals. The team will basically have to find a new purpose. Once you save the world, what do you do then?... The fact that the world was in peril sort of forced our team to fall into its own dysfunctional version of lockstep. Season two, they're no longer going to be hunted by Time Masters. They're no longer going to be burdened with having to save the world. It's no longer going to be about saving Miranda and Jonas. The interesting thing about season two is I think it's going to have a much, much different tone because our Legends are going to have a totally different purpose. They're actually going to have a totally different constitution. There will be new faces and new everything."[87] The season also introduced members of the Justice Society of America.[90] The Society consisted of Hourman, Vixen, Commander Steel, Obsidian, Stargirl and Dr. Mid-Nite.[91] The season also featured a version of the Legion of Doom, composed of the Reverse-Flash, Malcolm Merlyn, Damien Darhk and Captain Cold.[28]
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 Filming




In May 2015, Garber revealed filming would begin in August 2015, for a January 2016 premiere.[77] The series shot a presentation for the network's upfront showcase, which was filmed over the course of one night, and directed by Arrow and The Flash veteran Dermott Downs.[7] Filming of the series began on September 9, 2015, in Vancouver, British Columbia.[92][93][94] Director/producer Glen Winter discussed in a January 2016 interview with Comic Book Resources the process of filming key elements of the series' Pilot,


The new facet for Legends was that there's no #1 [actor] on the call sheet. There are seven or eight leads. For me, that was the intimidating part. I wasn't as worried about the action and tone as I was with wrangling all these personalities and finding out how they all work together. Or, how to shoot a scene with eight people in the Waverider, day after day.[95]



He stated of the series style of shooting on location as opposed to predominantly shooting on a soundstage,


As is typical with any pilot, most of the time you are going to shoot more on location. Because you don't necessarily know if you are going to have a show that's been picked up, they don't want to invest a lot of money in the infrastructure, so you end up shooting more on location. The only set that was built was the Waverider. That being said, because we knew there was a pickup for the show, it wasn't a conventional pilot. All the resources of construction went into the Waverider. That's continuing into the series. I don't think they tend to build much. I think they tend to adapt locations because there's so much time travel and so many eras to create.[95]
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 Broadcast




Legends of Tomorrow premiered in the United States on January 21, 2016,[96] and the first season consisted of sixteen episodes.[97] The series premiere in Australia was originally announced as January 20, 2016,[98][99] however it was pushed back until January 22.[100] It started airing in the United Kingdom on March 3, 2016.[101]
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 Critical reception




The pilot was well-reviewed for its potential. Russ Burlingame from ComicBook.com praised it saying, "The series delivers a sharp, enjoyable pilot that's arguably the most attention-grabbing and entertaining from any of the current crop of superhero shows."[102] Jesse Schedeen of IGN gave the first part of the pilot episode a 7.7/10, praising the show's "epic scope", "fun character dynamics", and Arthur Darvill's performance;[103] and gave the second part of the pilot a 8.4/10, saying it "improved in its sophomore episode thanks to great character dynamics and superhero action".[104]

However, review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] gave the complete first season an only 58% approval rating, with an average rating of 6/10 based on 36 reviews. The website's consensus reads: "Fancy effects, comic-book nostalgia, and an alluring cast help keep it afloat, but DC's Legends of Tomorrow suffers from an overloaded cast of characters that contribute to a distractingly crowded canvas."[105] Metacritic, which uses a weighted average, assigned a score of 58 out of 100 based on reviews from 22 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[106]

Rotten Tomatoes gave the second season a 77% approval rating, with an average rating of 6.1/10 based on 13 reviews. The website's consensus reads: "Though the narrative remains too ambitious, DC's Legends of Tomorrow enjoys a freer creative arc with the removal of problem characters."[107]
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 Ratings






	Season
	Timeslot (ET)
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	TV season
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(millions)
	18–49 rating

(average)



	Date
	Viewers

(millions)
	Date
	Viewers

(millions)



	1
	Thursday 8:00pm
	16
	January 21, 2016
	3.21[36]
	May 19, 2016
	1.85[53]
	2015–16
	135
	3.16
	1.2[108]



	2
	Thursday 8:00pm (1–8)

Tuesday 9:00pm (9–16)

Tuesday 8:00pm (17)
	17
	October 13, 2016
	1.82[54]
	April 4, 2017
	1.52[70]
	2016–17
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD
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 Season 1 (2016)






	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Pilot, Part 1"
	January 21, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.21[36]
	0.9
	2.03
	2.1
	5.24[109]



	2
	"Pilot, Part 2"
	January 28, 2016
	1.1/3
	2.89[37]
	0.8
	1.64
	1.9
	4.54[110]



	3
	"Blood Ties"
	February 4, 2016
	0.9/3
	2.32[38]
	0.7
	1.63
	1.6
	3.95[111]



	4
	"White Knights"
	February 7, 2016
	0.9/3
	2.39[40]
	0.6
	1.40
	1.5
	3.80[112]



	5
	"Fail-Safe"
	February 18, 2016
	0.8/3
	2.25[41]
	0.7
	1.47
	1.5
	3.71[113]



	6
	"Star City 2046"
	February 25, 2016
	0.9/3
	2.47[42]
	0.7
	1.41
	1.6
	3.88[114]



	7
	"Marooned"
	March 3, 2016
	0.9/3
	2.28[43]
	N/A
	1.32
	N/A
	3.60[115]



	8
	"Night of the Hawk"
	March 10, 2016
	0.7/2
	2.01[44]
	0.6
	1.21
	1.3
	3.23[116]



	9
	"Left Behind"
	March 31, 2016
	0.7/2
	1.97[45]
	0.5
	1.17
	1.2
	3.14[117]



	10
	"Progeny"
	April 7, 2016
	0.7/3
	1.88[46]
	0.6
	1.23
	1.3
	3.23[118]



	11
	"The Magnificent Eight"
	April 14, 2016
	0.7/3
	1.98[48]
	0.5
	1.19
	1.2
	3.19[119]



	12
	"Last Refuge"
	April 21, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.78[49]
	0.6
	1.22
	1.2
	3.00[120]



	13
	"Leviathan"
	April 28, 2016
	0.7/2
	1.86[50]
	0.6
	1.33
	1.3
	3.19[121]



	14
	"River of Time"
	May 5, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.63[51]
	0.5
	1.15
	1.1
	2.78[122]



	15
	"Destiny"
	May 12, 2016
	0.7/3
	1.89[52]
	0.5
	1.18
	1.2
	3.08[123]



	16
	"Legendary"
	May 19, 2016
	0.7/3
	1.85[53]
	0.5
	1.28
	1.2
	3.13[124]
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 Season 2 (2016–17)






	No.
	Title
	Air date
	Rating/share

(18–49)
	Viewers

(millions)
	DVR

(18–49)
	DVR viewers

(millions)
	Total

(18–49)
	Total viewers

(millions)



	1
	"Out of Time"
	October 13, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.82[54]
	0.6
	1.19
	1.2
	3.01[125]



	2
	"The Justice Society of America"
	October 20, 2016
	0.7/2
	1.80[55]
	N/A
	1.03
	N/A
	2.83[126]



	3
	"Shogun"
	October 27, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.75[56]
	0.4
	0.96
	1.0
	2.71[127]



	4
	"Abominations"
	November 3, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.75[57]
	0.4
	0.99
	1.0
	2.74[128]



	5
	"Compromised"
	November 10, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.77[58]
	0.4
	0.98
	1.0
	2.75[129]



	6
	"Outlaw Country"
	November 17, 2016
	0.6/2
	1.85[59]
	0.5
	N/A
	1.1[130]
	N/A



	7
	"Invasion!"
	December 1, 2016
	1.2/4
	3.39[60]
	0.7
	1.84
	1.9
	5.24[131]



	8
	"The Chicago Way"
	December 8, 2016
	0.7/3
	2.00[61]
	0.5
	1.17
	1.2
	3.17[132]



	9
	"Raiders of the Lost Art"
	January 24, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.74[62]
	N/A
	1.14
	N/A
	2.94[133]



	10
	"The Legion of Doom"
	January 31, 2017
	0.7/3
	1.78[63]
	0.5
	1.19
	1.2
	2.96[134]



	11
	"Turncoat"
	February 7, 2017
	0.7/3
	1.77[64]
	N/A
	1.10
	N/A
	2.87[135]



	12
	"Camelot/3000"
	February 21, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.64[65]
	0.5
	1.06
	1.1
	2.70[136]



	13
	"Land of the Lost"
	March 7, 2017
	0.5/2
	1.54[66]
	0.5
	1.07
	1.0
	2.61[137]



	14
	"Moonshot"
	March 14, 2017
	0.5/2
	1.34[67]
	0.3
	1.01
	0.8
	2.35[138]



	15
	"Fellowship of the Spear"
	March 21, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.72[68]
	N/A
	0.98
	N/A
	2.70[139]



	16
	"Doomworld"
	March 28, 2017
	0.5/2
	1.59[69]
	0.5
	1.01
	1.0
	2.60[140]



	17
	"Aruba"
	April 4, 2017
	0.6/2
	1.52[70]
	N/A
	0.87
	N/A
	2.39[141]
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2016
	Saturn Awards
	Best Superhero Adaption Television Series
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Nominated
	[142]



	The Joey Awards
	Young Actor in a TV Series Featured Role 6–10 Years
	Glen Gordon
	Won
	[143]



	Young Actor in an Action TV Series Guest Starring/Principal Role
	Aiden Longworth
	Nominated



	Cory Gruter-Andrew
	Nominated



	Mitchell Kummen
	Won



	Young Actor in a TV Series Recurring Role 6–9 Years
	Kiefer O'Reilly
	Won



	2017
	Leo Awards
	Best Direction in a Dramatic Series
	David Geddes
	Nominated
	[144]



	Best Visual Effects in a Dramatic Series
	Armen V. Kevorkian, Meagan Condito, Rick Ramirez, Andranik Taranyan, James Rorick
	Nominated



	Best Sound in a Dramatic Series
	Kristian Bailey
	Won
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 Home release






	Complete Season
	DVD/Blu-ray Release dates
	Additional info



	Region 1/A
	Region 2/B
	Region 4/C



	1
	August 23, 2016[145]
	August 29, 2016[146]
	August 31, 2016[147]
	The Blu-ray/DVD box-sets include featurettes, deleted scenes, gag reels and highlights from Comic-Con.



	2
	TBA
	August 14, 2017[148]
	TBA
	TBA
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 Arrowverse




Main article: Arrowverse


In May 2015, Renée made a cameo in the final episode of The Flash's first season, "Fast Enough", and later made appearances in the show's second season in November 2015.[149][150][151] In July 2015, Guggenheim revealed that the resurrection of Sara Lance would be launched in the first few episodes of Arrow's fourth season, with the events of the eighth episodes of Arrow and The Flash—which were a crossover event—being used to set up the other characters of Legends of Tomorrow.[152] Franz Drameh was introduced as the new other half of Firestorm in the fourth episode of the second season of The Flash. Crump, Hentschel and James debut in the crossover episodes for the second season of The Flash and the fourth season of Arrow.[21][82][153] In November 2016, the cast of Legends of Tomorrow appeared on The Flash and Arrow as part of the three-part "Invasion!" crossover event; the crossover episodes also featured appearances by Melissa Benoist, reprising her role as Kara Danvers / Supergirl from the TV series Supergirl.
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Superhero fiction is a genre[image: External link] mainly originating in and most common to American comic books[image: External link], though it has expanded into other media[image: External link] through adaptations and original works.

The form is a type of speculative fiction[image: External link] examining the adventures of costumed crime fighters known as superheroes[image: External link], who often possess superhuman powers[image: External link] and battle similarly powered criminals[image: External link] known as supervillains[image: External link]. Occasionally, this type of fiction is referred to as superhuman or super-powered fiction rather than superhero fiction in order to reflect that broader scope of both heroes and villains, as well as cover those characters with enhanced abilities that fall outside the classic superhero/supervillain dichotomy.
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Main article: Superhero[image: External link]


A superhero[image: External link] is most often the protagonist[image: External link] of superhero fiction, although some titles, such as Marvels[image: External link] by Kurt Busiek[image: External link] and Alex Ross[image: External link], use superheroes as secondary characters[image: External link]. A superhero (sometimes rendered super-hero or super hero) is a type of stock character possessing "extraordinary or superhuman powers" and dedicated to protecting the public. Since the debut of the prototypical superhero Superman[image: External link] in 1938, stories of superheroes—ranging from brief episodic adventures to continuing years-long sagas—have dominated American comic books and crossed over into other media. The word itself dates to at least 1917. A female superhero is sometimes called a superheroine[image: External link] (also rendered super-heroine or super heroine). "SUPER HEROES" is a trademark co-owned by DC Comics and Marvel Comics.

By most definitions, characters do not strictly require actual superhuman powers to be deemed superheroes, although terms such as costumed crime fighters or masked vigilantes are sometimes used to refer to those such as Batman and Green Arrow without such powers who share other common superhero traits. Such characters were generally referred to as "mystery men" in the so-called Golden Age of Comic Books to distinguish them from characters with super-powers. Normally, superheroes use their powers to counter day-to-day crime while also combating threats against humanity by their criminal counterparts, supervillains. Long-running superheroes such as Superman, Batman, Spider-Man and Iron Man have a "rogues gallery[image: External link]" of such enemies. One of these supervillains might be the superhero's archenemy. Superheroes will sometimes combat other threats such as aliens, magical/fantasy entities, natural disasters, political ideologies such as Nazism or communism (and their proponents), and godlike or demonic creatures.
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Main article: Supervillain[image: External link]


A supervillain or supervillainess is a variant of the villain character type, commonly found in comic books, action movies and science fiction in various media. They are sometimes used as foils to superheroes and other heroes. Whereas superheroes often wield fantastic powers, the supervillain possesses commensurate powers and abilities so that he can present a daunting challenge to the hero. Even without actual physical, mystical, superhuman or superalien powers, the supervillain often possesses a genius intellect that allows him to draft complex schemes or create fantastic devices.

Another common trait is possession of considerable resources to help further his aims. Many supervillains share some typical characteristics of real world dictators, mobsters, and terrorists and often have aspirations of world domination or universal leadership. Superheroes and supervillains often mirror each other in their powers, abilities, or origins. In some cases, the only difference between the two is that the hero uses his extraordinary powers to help others, while the villain uses his powers for selfish, destructive or ruthless purposes.
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Main articles: Secret identity[image: External link] and Alter ego[image: External link]


Both superheroes and supervillains often use alter egos[image: External link] while in action. While sometimes the character's real name is publicly known, alter egos are most often used to hide the character's secret identity[image: External link] from their enemies and the public.

With superheroes, the duality of their identities is kept a secret and closely guarded to protect those close to them from being harmed and to prevent them from being called upon constantly, even for problems not serious enough to require their attention.

With supervillains, by contrast, the duality of their identities is kept a secret and closely guarded to conceal their crimes from the general public, so that they may inflict greater harm on the general public, and to enable them to act freely, and hence illegally, without risk of arrest by law-enforcement authorities.
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Main article: Comic book death[image: External link]


Death in superhero fiction is rarely permanent, as characters who die are often brought back to life through supernatural means or via retcons[image: External link] (retroactive continuity), the alteration of previously established facts in the continuity of a fictional work. Fans have termed the practice of bringing back dead characters "comic book death[image: External link]".

Another common trait of superhero fiction is the killing off of a superhero's significant other by a supervillain to advance the plot. Comic book writer Gail Simone[image: External link] has coined the term "Women in Refrigerators[image: External link]" (named after an incident in Green Lantern[image: External link] #54 where Kyle Rayner[image: External link]'s girlfriend Alex DeWitt[image: External link] is murdered by the supervillain Major Force[image: External link] and stuffed into Rayner's refrigerator[image: External link]) to refer to this practice.[1][2]
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Main articles: Continuity (fiction)[image: External link] and Canon (fiction)[image: External link]


Many works of superhero fiction occur in a shared[image: External link] fictional universe[image: External link], sometimes (as in the cases of the DC[image: External link] and Marvel Universes[image: External link]) establishing a fictional continuity[image: External link] of thousands of works spread over many decades.

Changes to continuity are also common, ranging from small changes to established continuity, commonly called retcons[image: External link], to full reboots[image: External link], erasing all previous continuity.

It is also common for stories works of superhero fiction to contain established characters and setting while occurring outside of the main canon[image: External link] for those characters.
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Main article: Fictional crossover[image: External link]


Crossovers[image: External link] often occur between characters of different works of superhero fiction. In comic books, highly publicized "events" are published featuring crossovers between many characters.

Intercompany crossovers[image: External link], between characters of different continuity, are also common.
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The mythologies of many ancient civilizations feature pantheons of gods and goddesses with superhuman powers, as well as heroes such as Gilgamesh[image: External link] and Perseus[image: External link] and demigods like Heracles[image: External link].[3][4] Antecedents of the superhero archetype include such folkloric[image: External link] heroes as Robin Hood[image: External link], who adventured in distinctive clothing,[5] Penny dreadfuls[image: External link], shilling shockers[image: External link], dime novels[image: External link], radio programs[image: External link], and other popular fiction of the late 19th and early 20th centuries featured mysterious, swashbuckling heroes with distinct costumes, unusual abilities and altruistic missions, with the 1903 play The Scarlet Pimpernel[image: External link] and its spinoffs popularizing the idea of a masked avenger and the superhero trope of a secret identity;[5] such characters as the Green Hornet[image: External link], the Scarecrow of Romney Marsh[image: External link], and Spring Heeled Jack[image: External link],[5] the last of whom first emerged as an urban legend[image: External link], would follow. Likewise, the science-fiction heroes John Carter of Mars[image: External link] and Flash Gordon[image: External link], with their futuristic weapons and gadgets; Tarzan[image: External link], with his high degree of athleticism and strength, and his ability to communicate with animals; Robert E. Howard[image: External link]'s Conan the Barbarian[image: External link] and the biologically modified Hugo Danner[image: External link] of the novel Gladiator[image: External link], were heroes with unusual abilities who fought sometimes larger-than-life foes. The word " superhero[image: External link]" itself dates to at least 1917.[6]

The most direct antecedents are pulp magazine[image: External link] crime fighters such as the masked and caped Zorro[image: External link] (introduced by Johnston M. McCulley[image: External link] in 1919 with The Curse of Capistrano[image: External link]) with his trademark "Z," the preternaturally mesmeric The Shadow[image: External link] (1930), the "peak human" Doc Savage[image: External link] (1933), and The Spider[image: External link] (1933), and comic strip[image: External link] characters such as Hugo Hercules[image: External link], Popeye[image: External link], and the Phantom[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The first masked crime-fighter created for comic books was writer-artist George Brenner[image: External link]'s non-superpowered detective the Clock[image: External link],[7][8] who debuted in Centaur Publications[image: External link]' Funny Pages #6 (Nov. 1936). Historians point to the first appearance of Superman[image: External link], created by Jerome "Jerry" Siegel[image: External link] and designed by Joseph "Joe" Shuster[image: External link], in Action Comics[image: External link] #1 (June 1938) as the debut of the comic-book archetype of the superhero.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Outside the American comics industry, superpowered, costumed heroes such as Ōgon Bat[image: External link] (1931) and the Prince of Gamma (ガンマ王子 ?[image: External link]) (year unknown), were visualized in painted panels used by kamishibai[image: External link] oral storytellers in Japan.[9][10]
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Main article: Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


In 1938, writer Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and artist Joe Shuster[image: External link], who had previously worked in pulp[image: External link] science fiction magazines, introduced Superman[image: External link]. (Siegel, as the writer, actually created the central and supporting characters; Shuster, as the artist, designed these characters, and gave Superman the first version of his now-iconic uniform.)

The character possessed many of the traits that have come to define the superhero: a secret identity[image: External link], superhuman powers and a colorful costume including a symbol and cape. His name is also the source of the term "superhero," although early comic book heroes were sometimes also called mystery men or masked heroes.

DC Comics, which published under the names National and All-American at the time, received an overwhelming response to Superman[image: External link] and, in the years that followed, introduced Batman[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link], The Green Lantern[image: External link], The Flash[image: External link], The Hawkman, Aquaman[image: External link], and The Green Arrow[image: External link]. The first team of superheroes was DC's Justice Society of America, featuring most of the aforementioned characters. Although DC dominated the superhero market at this time, companies large and small created hundreds of superheroes. The Human Torch of the Golden Age[image: External link] and the Sub-Mariner[image: External link], from Marvel Comics[image: External link] (then called Timely Comics[image: External link] and later re-branded Atlas Comics[image: External link]), and Plastic Man[image: External link] and Phantom Lady[image: External link] from Quality Comics[image: External link] were also hits. Will Eisner[image: External link]'s The Spirit[image: External link], featured in a comic strip[image: External link], would become a considerable artistic inspiration to later comic book creators. The era's most popular superhero, however, was Fawcett Comics[image: External link]'s Captain Marvel[image: External link], whose exploits regularly outsold those of Superman[image: External link] during the 1940s. When Fawcett Comics went out of business as such, DC Comics, which had been embroiled in a bitter copyright dispute with Fawcett Comics over Captain Marvel, bought out the copyright to not only the character but also his ancillary "Marvel Family" of heroes and villains.

During World War II[image: External link], superheroes grew in popularity, surviving paper rationing and the loss of many writers and illustrators to service in the armed forces. The need for simple tales of good triumphing over evil may explain the wartime popularity of superheroes. Publishers responded with stories in which superheroes battled the Axis Powers[image: External link] and the patriotically themed superheroes, most notably Marvel's Captain America[image: External link] as well as DC's Wonder Woman[image: External link].

Like other pop-culture figures of the time, Superheroes were used to promote domestic propaganda during wartime, ranging from the purchasing of war bonds[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]

Following superheroes's popularity during this time, those characters' appeal began to dwindle in the post-war era.[11] Comic-book publishers, casting about for new subjects and genres, found success in, particularly, crime fiction[image: External link], the most prominent comic of which was Lev Gleason Publications[image: External link]'s Crime Does Not Pay[image: External link],[12] and horror[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The lurid nature of these genres sparked a moral crusade in which comics were blamed for juvenile delinquency[image: External link] and the United States Senate Subcommittee on Juvenile Delinquency[image: External link] began. The movement was spearheaded by psychiatrist Fredric Wertham[image: External link], who famously (but falsely) argued, especially in his infamous book Seduction of the Innocent[image: External link], that "deviant" sexual undertones ran rampant in superhero comics.[13] In 2012, his methodology was reviewed and his results were found to be misleading if not falsified.[14][15]

In response, the comic book industry adopted the stringent Comics Code[image: External link]. By the mid-1950s, only Superman[image: External link], Batman[image: External link] and Wonder Woman[image: External link] retained a sliver of their prior popularity, although effort towards complete inoffensiveness led to stories that many consider silly, especially by modern standards. This ended what historians have called the Golden Age of comic books[image: External link].
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Main article: Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


In the 1950s, DC Comics, under the editorship of Julius Schwartz[image: External link], recreated many popular 1940s heroes, launching an era later deemed the Silver Age of comic books[image: External link]. The Flash[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], Hawkman and several others were recreated[image: External link] with new origin stories. While past superheroes resembled mythological[image: External link] heroes in their origins and abilities, these heroes were inspired by contemporary science fiction. In 1960, DC banded its most popular heroes together in the Justice League of America[image: External link], which became a sales phenomenon.

Empowered by the return of the superhero at DC, Marvel Comics[image: External link] editor/writer Stan Lee[image: External link] and the artists/co-writers Jack Kirby[image: External link], Steve Ditko[image: External link] and Bill Everett[image: External link] launched a new line of superhero comic books, beginning with The Fantastic Four[image: External link] in 1961 and continuing with the Incredible Hulk[image: External link], Spider-Man[image: External link], Iron Man[image: External link], Thor[image: External link], the X-Men[image: External link], and Daredevil[image: External link]. These comics continued DC’s use of science fiction concepts ( radiation[image: External link] was a common source of superpowers) but placed greater emphasis on personal conflict and character development. This led to many superheroes that differed from predecessors with more dramatic potential. For example, the Fantastic Four were a superhero family of sorts, who squabbled and even held some unresolved acrimony towards one another, and Spider-Man was a teenager who struggled to earn money and maintain his social life in addition to his costumed exploits.
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In the 1970s, DC Comics paired the Green Lantern[image: External link] with the Green Arrow[image: External link] in a team-up series, Green Lantern co-starring Green Arrow. Writer Dennis O'Neil[image: External link] portrayed the Green Arrow as an angry, street-smart populist[image: External link] and the Green Lantern as a good-natured, but short-sighted, authority figure. This is the first instance in which superheroes were classified into two distinct groups, the "classic" superhero and the more brazen anti-hero.

Likewise in Marvel Comics[image: External link], Captain America[image: External link] was revived in the Silver Age[image: External link], as a hero out of his time after spending decades in suspended animation[image: External link]. The character grew to question his patriotic ideals until he received a traumatizing shock at the end of an adventure that was the Marvel Universe[image: External link]'s analogy to the Watergate scandal[image: External link]. Disillusioned, the Captain gave up his persona in favor of Nomad[image: External link] until he came to a personal epiphany that he could champion America's ideals alone.

DC Comics also returned Batman[image: External link] to his roots as a dubious vigilante[image: External link], and Marvel Comics introduced several popular antiheroes[image: External link], including the Punisher[image: External link], Wolverine[image: External link], and writer/artist Frank Miller[image: External link]'s dark version of the longtime hero Daredevil[image: External link]. Batman, The Punisher, and Daredevil were driven by the crime-related deaths of their family members and continual exposure to slum[image: External link] life, while X-Men[image: External link]'s Wolverine was tormented by barely controllable savage instincts. Iron Man[image: External link], already a heart-transplant patient subject to occasional heart attacks, now also struggled with debilitating alcoholism[image: External link]. The trend was also seen in the 1986 miniseries[image: External link] Watchmen[image: External link] by writer Alan Moore[image: External link] and artist Dave Gibbons[image: External link], which was published by DC but took place outside the DC Universe[image: External link] with new characters. Some of the superheroes of Watchmen were emotionally unsatisfied, psychologically withdrawn, sexually confused, and even sociopathic[image: External link]. Watchmen also examined perceived flaws in the superhero mythos such as the inculpability of vigilantism[image: External link], and the supposed ultimate irrelevance of fighting crime in a world threatened by nuclear holocaust[image: External link].

Another story, The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] (1985–1986), continued Batman’s renovation/reinterpretation. This miniseries, written and illustrated by Frank Miller, featured a Batman from an alternate/non-continuity future returning from retirement. The series portrayed the hero as an obsessed vigilante, necessarily at odds with official social authority figures, illustrated both by the relationship between Batman and retiring police commissioner James Gordon[image: External link], and by the symbolic slugfest between the Dark Knight and Superman[image: External link], now an agent/secret weapon of the Federal government of the United States[image: External link].

Miller continued his treatment of the Batman character with 1987's Batman: Year One[image: External link] ( Batman[image: External link] issues #404-407) and 2001's The Dark Knight Strikes Again[image: External link] (also known as DK2). DK2, the long-awaited follow-up to The Dark Knight Returns, contrasts the traditional superhero-crimefighter character with the politicized characters that evolved during the 1990s; this was, perhaps, epitomized by The Authority[image: External link] and Planetary[image: External link], both written by British author Warren Ellis[image: External link]. In DK2, Superman's nemesis Lex Luthor[image: External link] is the power behind the throne[image: External link], controlling a tyrannical American government, as well as Superman himself. Superman's submission to Luthor's twisted power structure, in the name of saving lives, is contrasted with Batman's determined attack against corrupted institutions of government; the dual message has been interpreted to be that crime can occur at all levels of society, and that heroes are responsible for fighting both symptoms and causes of societal dysfunction and corruption.
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By the early 1990s, anti-heroes had become the rule rather than the exception, as The Punisher[image: External link], Wolverine[image: External link] and the grimmer Batman[image: External link] became popular and marketable characters. Anti-heroes such as the X-Men[image: External link]’s Gambit[image: External link] and Bishop[image: External link], X-Force[image: External link]'s Cable[image: External link] and the Spider-Man[image: External link] adversary Venom[image: External link] became some of the most popular new characters of the early 1990s. This was a financial boom time[image: External link] for the industry when a new character could become well known quickly and, according to many fans, stylistic flair eclipsed character development.

In 1992, Marvel illustrators Todd McFarlane[image: External link], Jim Lee[image: External link] and Rob Liefeld[image: External link]—all of whom helped popularize anti-heroes in the Spider-Man and X-Men franchises—left Marvel to form Image Comics[image: External link]. Image changed the comic book industry as a haven for creator-owned characters and the first significant challenger to Marvel and DC in thirty years. Image superhero teams, such as Lee’s WildC.A.Ts[image: External link] and Gen¹³[image: External link], and Liefeld’s Youngblood[image: External link], were instant hits but were criticized[citation needed[image: External link]] as over-muscled, over-sexualized, excessively violent, and lacking in unique personality. McFarlane's occult[image: External link] hero Spawn[image: External link] fared somewhat better in critical respect[citation needed[image: External link]] and long-term sales.

In this decade, Marvel and DC made drastic temporary changes to iconic characters. DC's "Death of Superman[image: External link]" story arc across numerous Superman[image: External link] titles found the hero killed and resurrected, while Batman[image: External link] was physically crippled in the " KnightFall[image: External link]" storyline. At Marvel, a clone of Spider-Man[image: External link] vied with the original for over a year of stories across several series. All eventually returned to the status quo.

Throughout the 1990s, several creators deviated from the trends of violent anti-heroes and sensational, large-scale storylines. Painter Alex Ross[image: External link], writer Kurt Busiek[image: External link] and Alan Moore himself tried to "reconstruct" the superhero form. Acclaimed titles such as Busiek's, Ross' and Brent Anderson[image: External link]'s Astro City[image: External link] and Moore's Tom Strong[image: External link] combined artistic sophistication and idealism into a super heroic version of retro-futurism[image: External link]. Ross also painted two widely acclaimed mini-series[image: External link], Marvels[image: External link] (written by Busiek) for Marvel Comics and Kingdom Come[image: External link] for DC, which examined the classic superhero in a more literary context, as well as satirizing antiheroes. Magog[image: External link], Superman[image: External link]’s rival in Kingdom Come, was partially modeled after Cable.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 In non-comics media





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film




Main article: Superhero film[image: External link]


Superhero films began as Saturday movie serials[image: External link] aimed at children during the 1940s. The decline of these serials meant the death of superhero films until the release of 1978's Superman[image: External link], a critical and commercial success. Several sequels[image: External link] followed in the 1980s. 1989's Batman[image: External link] was also highly successful and followed by several sequels in the 1990s. Yet while both franchises were initially successful, later sequels[image: External link] in both series fared poorly both artistically and financially, stunting the growth of superhero films for a time.

Hit films such as Blade[image: External link] (1998), X-Men[image: External link] (2000), and Spider-Man[image: External link] (2002) have led to sequel installments as well as encouraging the development of numerous superhero film franchises in the 21st century, both successful (such as the 2005 reboot[image: External link] of the Batman film franchise[image: External link]) and unsuccessful (such as 2004's Catwoman[image: External link]). Although the genre's commercial appeal has been relatively uneven, the subgenre have become a major element of mainstream film production with outstanding successes like The Dark Knight[image: External link] in 2008, The Avengers[image: External link] and The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] in 2012, Iron Man 3[image: External link] in 2013, and Avengers: Age of Ultron[image: External link] in 2015 attracting major revenue and critical plaudits. This trend was reinforced in 2016 with the outstanding success of the critically lauded Deadpool[image: External link], a film adaptation of a relatively minor Marvel Comics character[image: External link] that premiered at over $100 million in February, a time of year generally considered poor for movie audience interest[image: External link].[16]
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Main articles: Superhero live-action television series and List of superhero television series[image: External link]


Several live-action superhero programs aired from the early 1950s until the late 1970s. These included Adventures of Superman starring George Reeves[image: External link], the action-comedy Batman series of the 1960s (often interpreted as being campy[image: External link]) starring Adam West[image: External link] and Burt Ward[image: External link]. In the 1970s however, the genre would find a newfound credibility in the medium with the original series, The Six Million Dollar Man[image: External link] and its spinoff, The Bionic Woman[image: External link], being sustained successes. This led to direct adaptations of comic book superheroes such as ABC[image: External link]/ CBS[image: External link] drama series Wonder Woman of the 1970s starring Lynda Carter[image: External link]. The Incredible Hulk[image: External link] of the late 1970s and early 1980s, however, had a more somber tone. Superboy (TV Series)[image: External link] ran from 1988-1992 in syndication. In the 1990s, the syndicated[image: External link] Mighty Morphin Power Rangers[image: External link], adapted from the Japanese Super Sentai[image: External link], became popular.[citation needed[image: External link]] Other shows targeting teenage and young adult audiences that decade included Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman[image: External link]. In 2001, Smallville[image: External link] retooled Superman[image: External link]'s origin as a teen drama. The 2006 NBC[image: External link] series Heroes[image: External link] tells the story of several ordinary people who each suddenly find themselves with a superpower. The British series Misfits[image: External link] incorporates super-human abilities to undesirables in society. In this case, young offenders put on community service all have super powers and each use them to battle villains of sorts. (In the 1980s, an unsuccessful attempt was made to realize this last concept in the United States with the short-lived action comedy, Misfits of Science[image: External link].)
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Main article: Superheroes in animation[image: External link]


In the 1940s, Fleischer[image: External link]/Famous Studios[image: External link] produced a number of groundbreaking Superman[image: External link] cartoons, which became the first examples of superheroes in animation[image: External link]. Since the 1960s, superhero cartoons have been a staple of children’s television, particularly in the U.S.. However, by the early 1970s, US broadcasting restrictions on violence in children’s entertainment led to series that were extremely tame, a trend exemplified by the series Super Friends[image: External link]. Meanwhile, Japan's anime industry successfully contributed its own style of superhero series, such as Science Ninja Team Gatchaman.

In the 1980s, the Saturday morning cartoon[image: External link] Spider-Man and His Amazing Friends[image: External link] brought together Spider-Man[image: External link], Iceman[image: External link], and Firestar[image: External link]. The following decade, Batman: The Animated Series[image: External link] and X-Men[image: External link], aimed at somewhat older audiences, found critical success in mainstream publications.[17] Series that followed included Superman: The Animated Series[image: External link] (1996) and Cartoon Network[image: External link]'s adaptation of DC's Justice League[image: External link] (2001) and Teen Titans[image: External link].

Comics' superhero mythos itself received a nostalgic treatment in the 2004 Disney[image: External link]/ Pixar[image: External link] release The Incredibles[image: External link], which utilized computer animation[image: External link]. Original superheroes with basis in older trends have also been made for television, such as Cartoon Network's Ben 10[image: External link] franchise and Nickelodeon[image: External link]'s Danny Phantom[image: External link].
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Beginning 1940s, the radio[image: External link] serial Superman[image: External link] starred Bud Collyer[image: External link] as the titular hero. Fellow DC Comics stars Batman[image: External link] and Robin made occasional guest appearances. Other superhero radio programs starred characters including the costumed but not superpowered Blue Beetle[image: External link], and the non-costumed, superpowered Popeye[image: External link]. Also appearing on radio were such characters as the Green Hornet[image: External link], the Green Lama[image: External link], Doc Savage[image: External link], and the Lone Ranger[image: External link], a Western[image: External link] hero who relied on many conventions of the superhero archetype.
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 Novels, prose, poetry
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Superheroes occasionally have been adapted into prose fiction, starting with Random House[image: External link]'s 1942 novel[image: External link] The Adventures of Superman[image: External link] by George Lowther[image: External link]. In the 1970s, Elliot S! Maggin[image: External link] wrote the Superman[image: External link] novels, Last Son of Krypton[image: External link] (1978) and Miracle Monday[image: External link], coinciding with but not adapting the movie Superman[image: External link].[18] Other early adaptations include novels starring the comic-strip[image: External link] hero The Phantom[image: External link], starting with 1943's Son of the Phantom. The character likewise returned in 1970s books, with a 15-installment series from Avon Books[image: External link] beginning in 1972, written by Phantom creator Lee Falk[image: External link], Ron Goulart[image: External link], and others.

Also during the 1970s, Pocket Books[image: External link] published 11 novels based on Marvel Comics[image: External link] characters.[18] Juvenile novels featuring Marvel Comics[image: External link] and DC Comics characters including Batman[image: External link], Spider-Man[image: External link], the X-Men[image: External link], and the Justice League[image: External link], have been published, often marketed in association with TV series[image: External link], as have Big Little Books[image: External link] starring the Fantastic Four[image: External link] and others.

In the 1990s and 2000s, Marvel and DC released novels adapting such story arcs as "The Death of Superman[image: External link]" and Batman[image: External link]'s "No Man’s Land[image: External link]".


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Original




Original superhero or superhuman fiction has appeared in both novel[image: External link] and short-story[image: External link] print forms unrelated to adaptations from the major comic-book companies. It has also appeared in poetry.

Print magazines devoted to such stories include A Thousand Faces: A Quarterly Journal of Superhuman Fiction, published since 2007 in print and electronic form, and online only as of 2011[19] and This Mutant Life: Superhero Fiction, a bimonthly print publication from Australia[image: External link], published since 2010.[20] The latter magazine was one of the few to also publish superhero poetry, ceasing to do so as of 2011. Superhero poems there included Philip L. Tite's "Brittle Lives", Mark Floyd's "Nemeses", and Jay Macleod's "All Our Children".

Novels with original superhuman stories include Robert Mayer's Superfolks[image: External link] (St. Martin's Griffin[image: External link], March 9, 2005); James Maxey's Nobody Gets the Girl (Phobos Books, 2003); Rob Rogers's Devil's Cape (Wizards of the Coast[image: External link] Discoveries imprint, 2008); Austin Grossman's Soon I Will Be Invincible[image: External link] (Pantheon Books[image: External link], 2007); David J. Schwartz's Superpowers: A Novel (Three Rivers Press[image: External link], 2008); Matthew Cody's Powerless ( Knopf[image: External link], 2009); and Van Allen Plexico[image: External link]'s Sentinels[image: External link] series of superhero novels (Swarm/Permuted Press, beginning in 2008). Collections of superhuman short stories include Who Can Save Us Now?: Brand-New Superheroes and Their Amazing (Short) Stories, edited by Owen King and John McNally (Free Press, 2008), and Masked, edited by Lou Anders (Gallery, 2010). With the rise of e-book readers like Kindle and Nook, a host of superhero stories have been self-published, including Aleron Kong's The Land: Founding (2015), R. R. Haywood's Extracted (2017), and R. T. Leone's Invinciman (2017).
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See also: Category:Superhero video games[image: External link]


While many popular superheroes have been featured in licensed video games, up until recently there have been few that have revolved around heroes created specifically for the game. This has changed due to two popular franchises: The Silver Age[image: External link]-inspired Freedom Force[image: External link] (2002), City of Heroes[image: External link] (2004), and Champions Online[image: External link] (2009), a massively multiplayer online role-playing game[image: External link] (or MMORPG), all of which allow players to create their own superheroes and/or villains.
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In the 1980s and 1990s, the Internet[image: External link] allowed a worldwide community of fans[image: External link] and amateur writers to bring their own superhero creations to a global audience. The first[citation needed[image: External link]] original major shared[image: External link] superhero universe to develop on the Internet was Superguy[image: External link], which first appeared on a UMNEWS mailing list in 1989.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1992, a cascade on the USENET[image: External link] newsgroup[image: External link] rec.arts.comics would give birth to the Legion of Net. Heroes[image: External link] shared universe.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1994, LNH writers contributed to the creation of the newsgroup rec.arts.comics.creative[image: External link], which spawned a number of original superhero shared universes.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Magazine-style websites that publish superhero fiction include Metahuman Press, active since 2005,[21] and Freedom Fiction Journal.[22] Superhuman fiction has also appeared in general science fiction/speculative fiction[image: External link] web publications, such as the weekly Strange Horizons, a publication that pays its contributors.[23] Two examples there are Paul Melko's "Doctor Mighty and the Case of Ennui" and Saladin Ahmed's "Doctor Diablo Goes Through the Motions".
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 Outside the United States




There have been successful superhero works in other countries most of whom share the conventions of the American model. Examples include Cybersix[image: External link] from Argentina[image: External link], Captain Canuck[image: External link] from Canada, and the heroes of AK Comics[image: External link] from Egypt[image: External link]. Japan is the only country that nears the US in output of superheroes.[citation needed[image: External link]] The earlier of these wore scarves[image: External link] either in addition to or as a substitute for capes and many wear helmets[image: External link] instead of masks[image: External link].

Moonlight Mask[image: External link], Ultraman[image: External link], Kamen Rider[image: External link], Super Sentai[image: External link] (the basis for Power Rangers[image: External link]), Metal Hero Series[image: External link] and Kikaider[image: External link] have become popular in Japanese tokusatsu[image: External link] live-action shows, and Science Ninja Team Gatchaman[image: External link], Dragon Ball[image: External link], Casshern[image: External link], Devilman[image: External link], The Guyver[image: External link], and Sailor Moon[image: External link] are staples of Japanese anime[image: External link] and manga[image: External link]. However, most Japanese superhero series are shorter-lived. While American entertainment companies update and reinvent superheroes, hoping to keep them popular for decades, Japanese companies retire and introduce superheroes more quickly, usually on an annual basis, in order to shorten merchandise lines.[citation needed[image: External link]] In addition, Japanese manga often target female readers, unlike U.S. comics, and has created such varieties as "magical girl[image: External link]" (e.g. Cardcaptor Sakura) for this audience. .

In 1947, Filipino[image: External link] writer/cartoonist Mars Ravelo[image: External link] introduced the first Asian[image: External link] superheroine[citation needed[image: External link]], Darna[image: External link], a young Filipina country girl who found a mystic talisman-pebble from another planet that allows her to transform into an adult warrior-woman. She was the first solo superheroine in the world to get her own feature-length motion picture[citation needed[image: External link]] in 1951 and has become a cultural institution in the Philippines.

British superheroes began appearing in the Golden Age[image: External link] shortly after the first American heroes became popular in the UK.[24] Most original British heroes were confined to anthology[image: External link] comics magazines such as Lion[image: External link], Valiant[image: External link], Warrior[image: External link], and 2000 AD[image: External link]. Marvelman[image: External link], known as Miracleman in North America, is an original British superhero (although he was based heavily on Captain Marvel[image: External link]). Popular in the 1960s, British readers grew fond of him and contemporary UK comics writers Alan Moore[image: External link] and Neil Gaiman[image: External link] revived Marvelman in series that reinvented the characters in a more serious vein, an attitude prevalent in newer British heroes, such as Zenith[image: External link]. Judge Dredd[image: External link] is also a well known British comics character.

In France, where comics are known as bande dessinée[image: External link] (literally "drawn strip") and regarded as a proper art form, Editions Lug[image: External link] began translating and publishing Marvel comic books in anthology magazines in 1969. Soon, Lug started presenting its own heroes alongside Marvel stories. Some closely modeled their U.S. counterparts (such as the trio of Harvard entomologists-Olympic athletes—Mikros, Saltarella and Crabb—of the S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]-esque saga of C.L.A.S.H.[image: External link]), while others included the shape-changing[image: External link] alien[image: External link] Wampus[image: External link]. Many were short-lived, while others rivaled their inspirations in longevity and have been the subject of reprints and revivals.

In the late 1980s, Raj Comics[image: External link] introduced the superhero genre in India[image: External link] and in the process became one of the biggest comics publishing house in India. The Raj comics universe is home to many Indian superheroes, most notable among them being Nagraj[image: External link], Super Commando Dhruva[image: External link] and Doga[image: External link]. Indian superheroes have also made their presence felt in other media including television and movies over the years. Notable among these are Shaktimaan[image: External link], Mr. India[image: External link], Krrish[image: External link], Drona[image: External link] and G.One[image: External link].

Cat Claw[image: External link] is a superheroine co-created by a pair of Serbian comic artists and writers.

Malaysia also created a few notable superheroes, such as Keluang Man[image: External link] (who is very similar to Batman[image: External link] and appeared in his own animation series), and Cicak-Man[image: External link] (who has appeared in two successful comedic superhero films).

In Australia, the print magazine This Mutant Life: Superhero Fiction was launched by editor Ben Langdon as a bi-monthly to publish prose and some poetry (it discontinued accepting poetry in 2011) of original superhuman fiction.
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 Criticism




Almost since the inception of the superhero in comic books, the concept has come under fire from critics. Most famously, the psychiatrist Fredric Wertham[image: External link]’s Seduction of the Innocent[image: External link] (1954) alleged that sexual subtext existed in superhero comics, and included accusations that Batman[image: External link] and Robin[image: External link] were gay[image: External link] and Wonder Woman[image: External link] encouraged female dominance[image: External link] fetishes and lesbianism[image: External link].

Writer Ariel Dorfman[image: External link] has criticized alleged class biases in many superhero narratives in several of his books, including The Empire's Old Clothes: What the Lone Ranger, Babar, and Other Innocent Heroes Do to Our Mind (1980), and is not alone in doing so. Marxist critics, such as Matthew Wolf-Meyer ("The World Ozymandias Made") and Jason Dittmer ("The Tyranny of the Serial") often point out that not only do the superheroes arguably constitute a ruling class, but by simply defending the world as-is, they effectively keep it from changing, and thus lock it into status quo. Some contemporary critics are more focused on the history and evolving nature of the superhero concept, as in Peter Coogan[image: External link]'s Superhero: The Secret Origin of a Genre (2006).
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Science fiction (often shortened to SF, sci-fi or scifi) is a genre[image: External link] of speculative fiction[image: External link], typically dealing with imaginative[image: External link] concepts such as futuristic[image: External link] science[image: External link] and technology[image: External link], space travel[image: External link], time travel[image: External link], faster than light travel[image: External link], parallel universes[image: External link], and extraterrestrial life[image: External link]. Science fiction often explores the potential consequences of scientific and other innovations[image: External link], and has been called a "literature of ideas."[1] It usually avoids the supernatural[image: External link], and unlike the related genre of fantasy[image: External link], historically, science-fiction stories were intended to have a grounding in science-based fact or theory[image: External link] at the time the story was created, but this connection is now limited to hard science fiction[image: External link].[2]
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 Definitions




For more details on this topic, see Definitions of science fiction[image: External link].

Science fiction is difficult to define, as it includes a wide range of subgenres[image: External link] and themes[image: External link]. Author and editor Damon Knight[image: External link] summed up the difficulty, saying "science fiction is what we point to when we say it",[3] a definition echoed by author Mark C. Glassy, who argues that the definition of science fiction is like the definition of pornography[image: External link]: you do not know what it is, but you know it when you see it.[4]

Hugo Gernsback[image: External link], who was one of the first in using the term "science fiction", described his vision of the genre: "By 'scientifiction' I mean the Jules Verne[image: External link], H. G. Wells[image: External link] and Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link] type of story—a charming romance intermingled with scientific fact and prophetic vision."[5]

In 1970 or 1971, William Atheling Jr.[image: External link] (James Blish) wrote about the English term "science fiction": "Wells used the term originally to cover what we would today call ‘hard’ science fiction, in which a conscientious attempt to be faithful to already known facts (as of the date of writing) was the substrate on which the story was to be built, and if the story was also to contain a miracle, it ought at least not to contain a whole arsenal of them."[6]

According to science fiction writer Robert A. Heinlein[image: External link], "a handy short definition of almost all science fiction might read: realistic speculation about possible future events, based solidly on adequate knowledge of the real world, past and present, and on a thorough understanding of the nature and significance of the scientific method[image: External link]."[7] Rod Serling[image: External link]'s definition is "fantasy is the impossible made probable. Science fiction is the improbable made possible."[8] Lester del Rey[image: External link] wrote, "Even the devoted aficionado—or fan—has a hard time trying to explain what science fiction is", and that the reason for there not being a "full satisfactory definition" is that "there are no easily delineated limits to science fiction."[9]
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 Characteristics




Science fiction is largely based on writing rationally[image: External link] about alternative possible worlds or futures.[10] It is related to, but different from fantasy[image: External link] in that, within the context of the story[image: External link], its imaginary elements are largely possible within scientifically[image: External link] established or scientifically postulated physical laws[image: External link] (though some elements in a story might still be pure imaginative speculation).

The settings[image: External link] of science fiction are often contrary to those of consensus reality[image: External link], but most science fiction relies on a considerable degree of suspension of disbelief[image: External link], which is facilitated in the reader's mind by potential scientific explanations or solutions to various fictional elements. Science fiction elements include:


	A time setting in the future[image: External link], in alternative timelines[image: External link], or in a historical past that contradicts known facts of history[image: External link] or the archaeological[image: External link] record.

	A spatial setting or scenes in outer space[image: External link] (e.g. spaceflight[image: External link]), on other worlds, or on subterranean earth[image: External link].[11]


	Characters that include aliens[image: External link], mutants[image: External link], androids[image: External link], or humanoid[image: External link] robots[image: External link] and other types of characters arising from a future human evolution.

	Futuristic or plausible technology such as ray guns[image: External link], teleportation[image: External link] machines, and humanoid computers[image: External link].[12]


	Scientific principles that are new or that contradict accepted physical laws, for example time travel[image: External link], wormholes[image: External link], or faster-than-light[image: External link] travel or communication[image: External link].

	New and different political or social systems, e.g. utopian[image: External link], dystopian[image: External link], post-scarcity[image: External link], or post-apocalyptic[image: External link].[13]


	
Paranormal[image: External link] abilities such as mind control[image: External link], telepathy[image: External link], telekinesis[image: External link] (e.g. "The Force"[image: External link] in Star Wars[image: External link].[14])

	Other universes or dimensions[image: External link] and travel between them.
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 History




For more details on this topic, see History of science fiction[image: External link].

As a means of understanding the world through speculation and storytelling, science fiction has antecedents which go back to an era when the dividing line separating the mythological from the historical tended to become somewhat blurred. A True Story[image: External link], written in the 2nd century AD by the Hellenized Syrian satirist Lucian[image: External link], contains many themes and tropes that are characteristic of modern science fiction, including travel to other worlds, extraterrestrial lifeforms, interplanetary warfare, and artificial life, and is considered by some to be the first science fiction novel.[15] Some of the stories from The Arabian Nights[image: External link],[16][17] along with the 10th century The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter[image: External link][17] and Ibn al-Nafis[image: External link]'s 13th century Theologus Autodidactus[image: External link][18] also contain elements of science fiction.

A product of the budding Age of Reason[image: External link] and the development of modern science[image: External link] itself, Johannes Kepler[image: External link]'s Somnium[image: External link] (1620–1630). Francis Bacon' The New Atlantis (1627),[19] Cyrano de Bergerac[image: External link]'s Comical History of the States and Empires of the Moon[image: External link] (1657), his The States and Empires of the Sun (1662), Margaret Cavendish[image: External link]'s "The Blazing World[image: External link]" (1666),[20] Jonathan Swift[image: External link]'s Gulliver's Travels[image: External link] (1726), Ludvig Holberg[image: External link]'s novel Nicolai Klimii Iter Subterraneum[image: External link] (1741) and Voltaire[image: External link]'s Micromégas[image: External link] (1752) are some of the first true science fantasy works,[21][22] which often feature the adventures of the protagonist in fictional and fantastical places, or the moon. Isaac Asimov[image: External link] and Carl Sagan[image: External link] considered Kepler's work the first science fiction story.[23] It depicts a journey to the Moon and how the Earth's motion is seen from there.

Following the 18th-century development of the novel[image: External link] as a literary form, in the early 19th century, Mary Shelley[image: External link]'s books Frankenstein[image: External link] (1818) and The Last Man[image: External link] (1826) helped define the form of the science fiction novel, and Brian Aldiss[image: External link] has argued that Frankenstein was the first work of science fiction.[24] Later, Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link] wrote a story about a flight to the moon.[25] More examples appeared throughout the 19th century.

Then with the dawn of new technologies such as electricity[image: External link], the telegraph[image: External link], and new forms of powered transportation, writers including H. G. Wells[image: External link] and Jules Verne[image: External link] created a body of work that became popular across broad cross-sections of society.[26] Wells' The War of the Worlds[image: External link] (1898) describes an invasion of late Victorian England by Martians using tripod fighting machines equipped with advanced weaponry. It is a seminal depiction of an alien invasion[image: External link] of Earth.

In the late 19th century, the term "scientific romance[image: External link]" was used in Britain to describe much of this fiction. This produced additional offshoots, such as the 1884 novella Flatland: A Romance of Many Dimensions[image: External link] by Edwin Abbott Abbott[image: External link]. The term would continue to be used into the early 20th century for writers such as Olaf Stapledon[image: External link].

In the early 20th century, pulp magazines[image: External link] helped develop a new generation of mainly American SF writers, influenced by Hugo Gernsback[image: External link], the founder of Amazing Stories[image: External link] magazine.[27] In 1912 Edgar Rice Burroughs[image: External link] published A Princess of Mars[image: External link], the first of his three-decade-long series of Barsoom[image: External link] novels, situated on Mars and featuring John Carter[image: External link] as the hero. The 1928 publication of Philip Francis Nowlan[image: External link]'s original Buck Rogers[image: External link] story, Armageddon 2419, in Amazing Stories was a landmark event. This story led to comic strips featuring Buck Rogers (1929), Brick Bradford[image: External link] (1933), and Flash Gordon[image: External link] (1934). The comic strips and derivative movie serials greatly popularized science fiction.

In the late 1930s, John W. Campbell[image: External link] became editor of Astounding Science Fiction[image: External link], and a critical mass of new writers emerged in New York City in a group called the Futurians[image: External link], including Isaac Asimov[image: External link], Damon Knight[image: External link], Donald A. Wollheim[image: External link], Frederik Pohl[image: External link], James Blish[image: External link], Judith Merril[image: External link], and others.[28] Other important writers during this period include E.E. (Doc) Smith[image: External link], Robert A. Heinlein[image: External link], Arthur C. Clarke[image: External link], Olaf Stapledon[image: External link], and A. E. van Vogt[image: External link]. Working outside the Campbell influence were Ray Bradbury[image: External link] and Stanisław Lem[image: External link]. Campbell's tenure at Astounding is considered to be the beginning of the Golden Age of science fiction[image: External link], characterized by hard SF stories celebrating scientific achievement and progress.[27] This lasted until post-war technological advances, new magazines such as Galaxy[image: External link], edited by H. L. Gold, and a new generation of writers began writing stories with less emphasis on the hard sciences and more on the social sciences.

In the 1950s, the Beat generation[image: External link] included speculative writers such as William S. Burroughs[image: External link]. In the 1960s and early 1970s, writers like Frank Herbert[image: External link], Samuel R. Delany[image: External link], Roger Zelazny[image: External link], and Harlan Ellison[image: External link] explored new trends, ideas, and writing styles, while a group of writers, mainly in Britain, became known as the New Wave[image: External link] for their embrace of a high degree of experimentation, both in form and in content, and a highbrow and self-consciously "literary" or artistic sensibility.[21] In the 1970s, writers like Larry Niven[image: External link] brought new life to hard science fiction.[29] Ursula K. Le Guin[image: External link] and others pioneered soft science fiction.[30]

In the 1980s, cyberpunk[image: External link] authors like William Gibson[image: External link] turned away from the optimism[image: External link] and support for progress of traditional science fiction.[31] This dystopian vision of the near future is described in the work of Philip K. Dick[image: External link], such as Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?[image: External link] and We Can Remember It for You Wholesale[image: External link], which resulted in the films Blade Runner[image: External link] and Total Recall[image: External link]. The Star Wars[image: External link] franchise helped spark a new interest in space opera[image: External link].[32] C. J. Cherryh[image: External link]'s detailed explorations of alien[image: External link] life and complex scientific challenges influenced a generation of writers.[33]

Emerging themes in the 1990s included environmental issues[image: External link], the implications of the global Internet and the expanding information universe, questions about biotechnology[image: External link] and nanotechnology, as well as a post-Cold War[image: External link] interest in post-scarcity[image: External link] societies; Neal Stephenson[image: External link]'s The Diamond Age[image: External link] comprehensively explores these themes. Lois McMaster Bujold[image: External link]'s Vorkosigan[image: External link] novels brought the character-driven story back into prominence.[34] The television series Star Trek: The Next Generation[image: External link] (1987) began a torrent of new SF shows, including three further Star Trek[image: External link] continuation shows (Deep Space 9[image: External link], Voyager[image: External link], and Enterprise[image: External link]) and Babylon 5[image: External link].[35] Stargate[image: External link], a movie about an ancient portal to other gates across the galaxy, was released in 1994. Stargate SG-1[image: External link], a TV series, premiered on July 27, 1997 and lasted 10 seasons with 214 episodes. Spin-offs include the animated television series Stargate Infinity[image: External link], the TV series Stargate Atlantis[image: External link] and Stargate Universe[image: External link], and the direct-to-DVD[image: External link] films Stargate: The Ark of Truth[image: External link] and Stargate: Continuum[image: External link]. Stargate SG-1 surpassed The X-Files[image: External link] as the longest-running North American science fiction television series, a record later broken by Smallville.[36]

Concern about the rapid pace of technological change crystallized around the concept of the technological singularity[image: External link], popularized by Vernor Vinge[image: External link]'s novel Marooned in Realtime[image: External link] and then taken up by other authors.[37]
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 "sci-fi"




Forrest J Ackerman[image: External link] is credited with first using the term sci-fi (analogous to the then-trendy " hi-fi[image: External link]") in 1954.[38] As science fiction entered popular culture[image: External link], writers and fans active in the field came to associate the term with low-budget, low-tech " B-movies[image: External link]" and with low-quality pulp science fiction[image: External link].[39] By the 1970s, critics within the field such as Terry Carr[image: External link] and Damon Knight[image: External link] were using sci-fi to distinguish hack-work from serious science fiction.[40]

Around 1978 critic Susan Wood[image: External link] and others introduced the use of the odd pronunciation " skiffy[image: External link]" which is intended to be self-deprecating humor but is inconsistent with the documented genesis of the term "sci-fi" (i.e., one would not pronounce "hi-fi" as "hiffy") and Ackerman's own words engraved on his crypt plaque which read "Sci-Fi was My High".[41]

Peter Nicholls writes that "SF" (or "sf") is "the preferred abbreviation within the community of sf writers and readers."[42] David Langford[image: External link]'s monthly fanzine Ansible[image: External link] includes a regular section "As Others See Us" which offers numerous examples of "sci-fi" being used in a pejorative sense by people outside the genre.[43]
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 Innovation




Science fiction has criticized developing and future technologies, but also initiates innovation[image: External link] and new technology. This topic has been more often discussed in literary and sociological than in scientific forums. Cinema and media theorist Vivian Sobchack[image: External link] examines the dialogue between science fiction films and the technological imagination. Technology impacts artists and how they portray their fictionalized subjects, but the fictional world gives back to science by broadening imagination. How William Shatner Changed the World[image: External link] is a documentary that gave a number of real-world examples of actualized technological imaginations. While more prevalent in the early years of science fiction with writers like Arthur C. Clarke[image: External link], new authors still find ways to make currently impossible technologies seem closer to being realized.[44]
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Main article: Hard science fiction[image: External link]


Hard science fiction, or "hard SF", is characterized by rigorous attention to accurate detail in the natural sciences, especially physics[image: External link], astrophysics[image: External link], and chemistry[image: External link], or on accurately depicting worlds that more advanced technology may make possible. Some accurate predictions of the future come from the hard science fiction[image: External link] subgenre, but numerous inaccurate predictions have emerged as well.[citation needed[image: External link]] Some hard SF authors have distinguished themselves as working scientists, including Gregory Benford[image: External link], Fred Hoyle[image: External link], Geoffrey A. Landis[image: External link], David Brin[image: External link],[45] and Robert L. Forward[image: External link], while mathematician authors include Rudy Rucker[image: External link] and Vernor Vinge[image: External link]. Other noteworthy hard SF authors include Isaac Asimov[image: External link], Arthur C. Clarke[image: External link], Hal Clement[image: External link], Greg Bear[image: External link], Larry Niven[image: External link], Robert J. Sawyer[image: External link], Stephen Baxter[image: External link], Alastair Reynolds[image: External link], Charles Sheffield[image: External link], Ben Bova[image: External link], Kim Stanley Robinson[image: External link], Anne McCaffrey[image: External link], Andy Weir[image: External link] and Greg Egan[image: External link].
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Main article: Soft science fiction[image: External link]


The description "soft" science fiction may describe works based on social sciences[image: External link] such as psychology[image: External link], economics[image: External link], political science[image: External link], sociology[image: External link], and anthropology[image: External link]. Noteworthy writers in this category include Ursula K. Le Guin[image: External link] and Philip K. Dick[image: External link].[27][46] The term can describe stories focused primarily on character and emotion; SFWA Grand Master Ray Bradbury[image: External link] was an acknowledged master of this art.[47] The Eastern Bloc[image: External link] produced a large quantity of social science fiction, including works by Polish[image: External link] authors Stanislaw Lem[image: External link] and Janusz Zajdel[image: External link], as well as Soviet[image: External link] authors such as the Strugatsky brothers[image: External link], Kir Bulychov[image: External link], Yevgeny Zamyatin[image: External link] and Ivan Yefremov[image: External link].[48] Some writers blur the boundary between hard and soft science fiction.

Related to social SF and soft SF are utopian[image: External link] and dystopian[image: External link] stories; George Orwell[image: External link]'s Nineteen Eighty-Four[image: External link], Aldous Huxley[image: External link]'s Brave New World[image: External link], and Margaret Atwood[image: External link]'s The Handmaid's Tale[image: External link] and Oryx and Crake[image: External link] are examples.
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Main article: Cyberpunk[image: External link]


See also: Cyberpunk derivatives[image: External link]


The cyberpunk genre emerged in the early 1980s; combining cybernetics[image: External link] and punk[image: External link],[49] the term was coined by author Bruce Bethke[image: External link] for his 1980 short story[image: External link] Cyberpunk.[50] The time frame is usually near-future and the settings are often dystopian[image: External link] in nature and characterized by misery. Common themes in cyberpunk include advances in information technology[image: External link] and especially the Internet[image: External link], visually abstracted as cyberspace[image: External link], artificial intelligence, and cybernetics[image: External link] and post-democratic societal control where corporations have more influence than governments. Nihilism[image: External link], post-modernism[image: External link], and film noir[image: External link] techniques are common elements, and the protagonists may be disaffected or reluctant anti-heroes[image: External link]. Noteworthy authors in this genre are William Gibson[image: External link], Bruce Sterling[image: External link], Neal Stephenson[image: External link], and Pat Cadigan[image: External link]. James O'Ehley has called the 1982 film Blade Runner[image: External link] a definitive example of the cyberpunk visual style.[51]
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Main article: Time travel in fiction[image: External link]


Time-travel stories have antecedents in the 18th and 19th centuries. The first major time-travel novel was Mark Twain[image: External link]'s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court[image: External link]. The most famous is H. G. Wells[image: External link]' 1895 novel The Time Machine[image: External link], which uses a vehicle that allows an operator to travel purposefully and selectively, while Twain's time traveler is struck in the head. The term time machine, coined by Wells, is now universally used to refer to such a vehicle. Back to the Future[image: External link] is one of the most popular movie franchises in this category; Doctor Who[image: External link] is a similarly popular long-running television franchise. Stories of this type are complicated by logical problems such as the grandfather paradox[image: External link],[52] as exemplified in the classic Robert Heinlein[image: External link] story "—All You Zombies—[image: External link]" and the Futurama[image: External link] episode "Roswell That Ends Well[image: External link]." Time travel continues to be a popular subject in modern science fiction, in print, movies, and television.
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Main article: Alternate history[image: External link]


Alternative history stories are based on the premise that historical events might have turned out differently. These stories may use time travel to change the past, or may simply set a story in a universe with a different history from our own. Classics in the genre include Bring the Jubilee[image: External link] by Ward Moore[image: External link], in which the South wins the American Civil War, and The Man in the High Castle[image: External link] by Philip K. Dick[image: External link], in which Germany and Japan win World War II[image: External link]. The Sidewise Award[image: External link] acknowledges the best works in this subgenre; the name is taken from Murray Leinster[image: External link]'s 1934 story Sidewise in Time[image: External link]. Harry Turtledove[image: External link] is one of the most prominent authors in the subgenre and is sometimes called the "master of alternate history".[53]
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Main article: Military science fiction[image: External link]


Military science fiction is set in the context of conflict between national, interplanetary, or interstellar armed forces[image: External link]; the primary viewpoint characters are usually soldiers. Stories include detail about military technology, procedure, ritual, and history; military stories may use parallels with historical conflicts. Heinlein's Starship Troopers[image: External link] is an early example, along with the Dorsai[image: External link] novels of Gordon Dickson[image: External link]. Joe Haldeman[image: External link]'s The Forever War[image: External link] is a critique of the genre, a Vietnam[image: External link]-era response to the World War II–style stories of earlier authors.[54] Other military science fiction authors include John Scalzi[image: External link], John Ringo[image: External link], David Drake[image: External link], David Weber[image: External link], Tom Kratman[image: External link], Michael Z. Williamson[image: External link], S. M. Stirling[image: External link], and John Carr[image: External link]. The publishing company Baen Books[image: External link] is known for cultivating several of these military science fiction authors.[55]
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Superhuman stories deal with the emergence of humans who have abilities beyond the normal. This can stem either from natural causes such as in Olaf Stapledon[image: External link]'s novel Odd John[image: External link], Theodore Sturgeon[image: External link]'s More Than Human[image: External link], and Philip Wylie[image: External link]'s Gladiator, or be the result of scientific advances, such as the intentional augmentation in A. E. van Vogt[image: External link]'s novel Slan[image: External link]. These stories usually focus on the alienation that these beings feel as well as society's reaction to them. These stories have played a role in the real life discussion of human enhancement[image: External link]. Frederik Pohl[image: External link]'s Man Plus[image: External link] also belongs to this category.
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Main article: Apocalyptic and post-apocalyptic fiction[image: External link]


Apocalyptic fiction is concerned with the end of civilization[image: External link] through war (On the Beach[image: External link]), pandemic (The Last Man[image: External link]), astronomic impact (When Worlds Collide[image: External link]), ecological disaster (The Wind from Nowhere[image: External link]), or some other general disaster[image: External link] or with a world or civilization after such a disaster. Typical of the genre are George R. Stewart[image: External link]'s novel Earth Abides[image: External link] and Pat Frank[image: External link]'s novel Alas, Babylon[image: External link]. Apocalyptic fiction generally concerns the disaster itself and the direct aftermath, while post-apocalyptic fiction can deal with anything from the near aftermath (as in Cormac McCarthy[image: External link]'s The Road[image: External link]) and Margaret Atwood[image: External link]'s Oryx and Crake[image: External link] to centuries in the future (as in Stephen Vincent Benét[image: External link]'s By The Waters of Babylon and Octavia Butler[image: External link]'s Lilith's Brood[image: External link]) to hundreds or thousands of years in the future, as in Russell Hoban[image: External link]'s novel Riddley Walker[image: External link] and Walter M. Miller, Jr.[image: External link]'s A Canticle for Leibowitz[image: External link]. Apocalyptic science-fiction is a popular genre in video games. The critically acclaimed, role-playing, action-adventure, video-game series Fallout[image: External link] is set on a post-apocalyptic Earth, where civilization is recovering from a nuclear war as survivors struggle to survive and seek to rebuild society.
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Main article: Space opera[image: External link]


Space opera[image: External link] is adventure science fiction set mainly or entirely in outer space or on sometimes distant planets. The conflict is heroic, and typically on a large scale. It is also used nostalgically, and modern space opera may be an attempt to recapture the sense of wonder[image: External link] of the golden age of science fiction[image: External link]. The pioneer of this subgenre is generally recognized[by whom?[image: External link]] to be Edward E. (Doc) Smith[image: External link], with his Skylark[image: External link] and Lensman[image: External link] series. George Lucas's Star Wars[image: External link] series is among the most popular and famous franchises in cinematic space opera. It covers epic battles between good and evil throughout an entire galaxy. Alastair Reynolds[image: External link]'s Revelation Space[image: External link] series, Peter F. Hamilton[image: External link]'s Void[image: External link], Night's Dawn[image: External link], Pandora's Star[image: External link] series, Stephen Hunt's[image: External link] Sliding Void series, Vernor Vinge[image: External link]'s A Fire Upon the Deep[image: External link], A Deepness in the Sky[image: External link] are newer examples of this genre.
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Main article: Space Western[image: External link]


The space Western transposes themes of American Western[image: External link] books and films to a backdrop of futuristic space frontiers. These stories typically involve colony worlds that have only recently been terraformed[image: External link] and/or settled, serving as stand-ins for the backdrop of lawlessness and economic expansion that were predominant in the American west. Examples include the Sean Connery film Outland[image: External link], Heinlein's Farmer in the Sky[image: External link], Sparks Nevada: Marshall on Mars from the Thrilling Adventure Hour[image: External link], the Firefly[image: External link] television series, and the film sequel Serenity[image: External link] by Joss Whedon[image: External link], the videogame series Borderlands[image: External link] as well as the manga[image: External link] and anime[image: External link] series Cowboy Bebop[image: External link], Outlaw Star[image: External link], and Trigun[image: External link].
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Main article: Social science fiction[image: External link]


Social science fiction focuses on themes of society and human nature in a science-fiction setting. Since it usually focuses more on speculation about humanity and less on scientific accuracy, it is usually placed within soft science fiction[image: External link].
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Main article: Climate fiction[image: External link]


Climate fiction is a genre based around themes of reaction to major climate change. It is sometimes called "cli-fi", much as "science fiction" is often shortened to "sci-fi". Cli-fi novels and films are often set in either the present or the near or distant future, but they can also be set in the past. Many cli-fi works raise awareness about the major threats that global warming[image: External link] and climate change[image: External link] present to life on Earth.
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Main article: Mundane science fiction[image: External link]


Mundane science fiction is a subgenre that is set on Earth and does not include outer space adventures or alien life. Because it focuses on modern day aspects, it is typically associated with hard science fiction[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Biopunk




Main article: Biopunk[image: External link]


Biopunk focuses on biotechnology[image: External link] and subversives[image: External link]. The main underlying theme within these stories is the attempt to change the human body and engineer humans for specific purposes through enhancements in genetic and molecular makeups. Many examples of this subgenre include subjects such as human experimentation, the misuse of biotechnology and synthetic biotechnology. This subgenre also includes works involving human cloning and how clones might exist within human society in the future.
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Anthropological science fiction[image: External link] is a subgenre that absorbs and discusses anthropology and the study of human kind. Examples include Hominids by Robert J. Sawyer[image: External link], and Neanderthal[image: External link] by John Darnton.

	
Kaiju[image: External link] is a Japanese word that literally translates to "strange beast." The word has been translated and defined in English as "monster" and is used to refer to a genre of tokusatsu[image: External link] entertainment. Kaiju films feature large creatures of any form, usually attacking a major city or engaging another (or multiple) monster(s) in battle. The subgenre began in 1954 with Godzilla[image: External link].

	
Libertarian science fiction[image: External link] is a subgenre focuses on the politics and social order implied by libertarian philosophies with an emphasis on individualism.

	
Comic science fiction[image: External link] is a subgenre that exploits the genre's conventions for comic effect.

	
Feminist science fiction[image: External link] poses questions about social issues such as how society constructs gender roles, the role reproduction plays in defining gender and the unequal political and personal power of men over women. Some of the most notable feminist science fiction works have illustrated these themes using utopias[image: External link] to explore a society in which gender differences or gender power imbalances do not exist, or dystopias[image: External link] to explore worlds in which gender inequalities are intensified, thus asserting a need for feminist work to continue.[56] Joanna Russ[image: External link]'s work, and some of Ursula K. Le Guin[image: External link]'s work can be thus categorized. Magical feminism[image: External link] is a subgenre of feminist science fiction.

	
Steampunk[image: External link] is based on the idea of futuristic technology existing in the past, usually the 19th century, and often set in Victorian era[image: External link] England—but with prominent elements of either science fiction or fantasy[image: External link], such as fictional technological inventions like those found in the works of H. G. Wells[image: External link] and Jules Verne[image: External link], or real technological developments like the computer occurring at an earlier date. Popular examples include The Difference Engine[image: External link] by William Gibson[image: External link] and Bruce Sterling[image: External link], Leviathan[image: External link] series by Scott Westerfeld[image: External link], Bas-Lag[image: External link] series by China Miéville[image: External link], as well as Girl Genius[image: External link] web comic by Phil and Kaja Foglio[image: External link], although seeds of the subgenre may be seen in certain works of Michael Moorcock[image: External link], Philip José Farmer[image: External link] and Steve Stiles[image: External link], and in such games as Space: 1889[image: External link] and Marcus Rowland's[image: External link] Forgotten Futures[image: External link]. Machines are most often powered by steam in this genre (hence the name). Terry Gilliam[image: External link]'s 1985 film Brazil[image: External link] is seen as inspiration for writers and artists of the steampunk sub-culture.[57]


	
Science fiction opera[image: External link] is an opera in a science fiction setting without an outer space or multi-planetary setting, thereby distinguishing it from Space opera.

	
Sci-fi action - Sharing many of the conventions of a science fiction film[image: External link], sci-fi action films emphasizes gun-play, space battles, invented weaponry, and other sci-fi elements weaved into action film premises. Examples include G.I. Samurai[image: External link], Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link], The Matrix[image: External link], Total Recall[image: External link], Minority Report[image: External link], The Island[image: External link], Star Wars[image: External link], Aliens[image: External link], I Robot[image: External link], Transformers[image: External link], The Hunger Games[image: External link], The Maze Runner[image: External link], Equilibrium[image: External link], District 9[image: External link], Serenity[image: External link], Akira[image: External link], Paycheck[image: External link], Predator[image: External link], Robocop[image: External link], Avatar[image: External link], Mad Max 2[image: External link], Divergent[image: External link], They Live[image: External link], Escape From New York[image: External link],The Fifth Element[image: External link] and Super 8[image: External link].[58]


	
Science fiction horror[image: External link] – Often revolves around subjects that include but are not limited to killer aliens, mad scientists, and/or experiments gone wrong.

	
Dieselpunk[image: External link] takes over where Steampunk leaves off. These are stories that take over as we usher in the machine-heavy eras of WWI and WWII. The use of diesel-powered machines plays heavily. In this (like its steam counterpart), the focus is on the technology.

	
Science-fiction poetry[image: External link] is poetry that has the characteristics or subject matter of science fiction. Science fiction poetry's main sources are the sciences and the literary movement of science fiction prose. An extended discussion of the field is given in Suzette Haden Elgin[image: External link]'s The Science Fiction Poetry Handbook, where she compares and contrasts it to both mainstream poetry and to prose science fiction. The former, she maintains, uses figures of speech unencumbered by noncompliant details, whereas these details can be key elements in science-fiction poetry. Prose in science fiction has the time to develop a setting and a story, whereas a poem in the field is normally constrained by its short length to rely on some device to get a point across quickly. Elgin says that the effectiveness of this kind of poetry pivots around the correct use of presupposition.[59] The Science Fiction Association is an international organization of speculative poets,[60] which gives the annual Rhysling Awards[image: External link] for speculative poetry. An early example of science fiction in poetry is in Alfred, Lord Tennyson[image: External link]'s Locksley Hall[image: External link], where he introduces a picture of the future with "When I dipt into the future far as human eye could see...." This poem was written in 1835, near the end of the first Industrial Revolution[image: External link]. Poetry was only sparingly published in traditional science-fiction outlets such as pulp magazines until the New Wave.[61] By the 1980s there were magazines specifically devoted to science-fiction poetry.[61]
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 Other speculative fiction, fantasy, and horror




For more details on this topic, see Speculative fiction[image: External link].

The broader category of speculative fiction[image: External link][62] includes science fiction, fantasy, alternate histories[image: External link] (which may have no particular scientific or futuristic component), and even literary stories that contain fantastic elements, such as the work of Jorge Luis Borges[image: External link] or John Barth[image: External link]. For some editors, magic realism[image: External link] is considered to be within the broad definition of speculative fiction.[63]
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Afrofuturism[image: External link] is a genre of science fiction and speculative fiction which consists largely of the work produced by members of the African diaspora in the Americas[image: External link]. The term "afrofuturism" was coined in 1993 by Mark Dery[image: External link] in his essay "Black to the Future."[64] Afrofuturism largely concerns itself with the social positioning of African Americans[image: External link] in the United States, in the shadow of the legacy left by Slavery in the United States[image: External link], the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link], and forms of institutionalized racism which extend into the twenty-first century. Afrofuturism's critiques of European colonization and the epistemological frameworks to have come therefrom link it to other pieces of literature to have emerged from the thoughts of Postcolonialism[image: External link].

The topics which Afrofuturistic works concern themselves include, but are not limited to: the understanding of and resistance to political systems; the importance of scientific and technological advancement to a civilization; and the redefinition of African and African-American histories (especially African-American claims of historical racial ties to the civilization developed in Ancient Egypt[image: External link]). The alienation of individuals (such as women) and non-humans (such as cyborgs) are also of particular interest.

Afrofuturistic works encompass a variety of media and a timespan longer than the coining of the term in 1993. "For better or worse, I am often spoken of as the first African-American science fiction writer," Samuel R. Delany[image: External link] said in an interview with Dark Matter (prose anthologies)[image: External link],[65] recognizing, too, writers of "proto-science fiction" such as black nationalist Martin Delany[image: External link] and M. P. Shiel[image: External link], a British writer of Creole descent. The musical albums of Sun Ra[image: External link] display a particularly afrofuturist bend, as does his 1972 science fiction film Space Is the Place[image: External link], an 85-minute chronicle of his attempts to settle the world's black population on his planet. The music of Janelle Monáe[image: External link] has been compared to Sun Ra's and that of George Clinton (musician)[image: External link].
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Main article: Fantasy[image: External link]


Fantasy[image: External link] is commonly associated with science fiction, and a number of writers have worked in both genres, while writers such as Anne McCaffrey[image: External link], Ursula K. Le Guin[image: External link], and Marion Zimmer Bradley[image: External link] have written works that appear to blur the boundary between the two related genres.[66] The authors' professional organization is called the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America[image: External link] (SFWA).[67] SF conventions routinely have programming on fantasy topics,[68] and fantasy authors[image: External link] such as J. K. Rowling[image: External link] have won the highest honor within the science fiction field, the Hugo Award[image: External link].[69]

In general, science fiction differs from fantasy in that the former concerns things that might someday be possible or that at least embody the pretense of realism. Supernaturalism, usually absent in science fiction, is the distinctive characteristic of fantasy literature. A dictionary definition referring to fantasy literature is "fiction characterized by highly fanciful or supernatural elements." [70] Examples of fantasy supernaturalism include magic (spells, harm to opponents), magical places (Narnia, Oz, Middle Earth, Hogwarts), supernatural creatures (witches, vampires, orcs, trolls), supernatural transportation (flying broomsticks, ruby slippers, windows between worlds), and shapeshifting (beast into man, man into wolf or bear, lion into sheep). Such things are basic themes in fantasy[image: External link].[71]

Literary critic Fredric Jameson[image: External link] has characterized the difference between the two genres by describing science fiction as turning "on a formal framework determined by concepts of the mode of production[image: External link] rather than those of religion" – that is, science fiction texts are bound by an inner logic based more on historical materialism[image: External link] than on magic or the forces of good and evil.[72] Some narratives are described as being essentially science fiction but "with fantasy elements." The term "science fantasy[image: External link]" is sometimes used to describe such material.[73]
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Main article: Science fantasy[image: External link]


Science fantasy is a genre where elements of science fiction and fantasy co-exist or combine. Stories and franchises that display fictional science as well as supernatural elements, sorcery or/and "magical technology" are considered science fantasy.
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Main article: Horror fiction[image: External link]


Horror fiction is the literature of the unnatural and supernatural[image: External link], with the aim of unsettling or frightening the reader, sometimes with graphic violence[image: External link]. Historically it has also been known as weird fiction[image: External link]. Although horror is not per se a branch of science fiction, some works of horror literature incorporates science fictional elements. One of the defining classical works of horror, Mary Shelley[image: External link]'s novel Frankenstein[image: External link], is the first fully realized work of science fiction, where the manufacture of the monster is given a rigorous science-fictional grounding. The works of Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link] also helped define both the science fiction and the horror genres.[74] Today horror is one of the most popular categories of films[image: External link].[75] Horror is often mistakenly categorized as science fiction at the point of distribution by libraries, video rental outlets, etc.
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Main article: Supernatural fiction[image: External link]


Supernatural fiction is a genre that features supernatural[image: External link] and other paranormal[image: External link] phenomenon in stories and settings.
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Main article: Spy-Fi (subgenre)[image: External link]


A subgenre[image: External link] of spy fiction[image: External link] that includes significant elements of science fiction.
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Main article: Mystery fiction[image: External link]


Works in which science and technology are a dominant theme, but based on current reality, may be considered mainstream fiction. Much of the thriller genre[image: External link] would be included, such as the novels of Tom Clancy[image: External link] or Michael Crichton[image: External link], or the James Bond[image: External link] films.[76] Modernist[image: External link] works from writers like Kurt Vonnegut[image: External link], Philip K. Dick[image: External link], and Stanisław Lem[image: External link] have focused on speculative or existential[image: External link] perspectives on contemporary reality and are on the borderline between SF and the mainstream.[77] According to Robert J. Sawyer[image: External link], "Science fiction and mystery have a great deal in common. Both prize the intellectual process of puzzle solving, and both require stories to be plausible and hinge on the way things really do work."[78] Isaac Asimov[image: External link], Walter Mosley[image: External link], and other writers incorporate mystery elements in their science fiction, and vice versa.

Distinct from the above, a full-fledged Science Fiction Mystery is one which is set in a completely different world from ours, in which the circumstances and motives of the crime committed and the identity of the detective(s) seeking to solve it are of an essentially science fictional character. An example is Isaac Asimov[image: External link]'s The Caves of Steel[image: External link] and its sequels, set in a world thousands of years in the future and presenting the Robot[image: External link] detective R. Daneel Olivaw[image: External link]. An allied genre is the Fantasy Mystery, a detective mystery set in a world of fantasy - such as the Lord Darcy[image: External link] mysteries taking place in a world where magic works, or The Idylls of the Queen[image: External link] set in the mythical King Arthur's court.
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Main article: Superhero fiction


Superhero fiction is a genre characterized by beings with much higher than usual capability and prowess, generally with a desire or need to help the citizens of their chosen country or world by using their powers to defeat natural or superpowered threats. A number of superhero fiction characters involve themselves (either intentionally or accidentally) with science fiction and fact, including advanced technologies, alien worlds, time travel, and interdimensional travel; but the standards of scientific plausibility are lower than with actual science fiction. Authors of this genre include Stan Lee[image: External link] (co-creator of Spider-Man[image: External link], the Fantastic Four[image: External link], the Iron Man[image: External link], the X-Men[image: External link], and the Hulk[image: External link]); Marv Wolfman[image: External link], the creator of Blade[image: External link] for Marvel Comics, and The New Teen Titans[image: External link] for DC Comics; Dean Wesley Smith[image: External link] (Smallville, Spider-Man[image: External link], and X-Men[image: External link] novels) and Superman[image: External link] writers Roger Stern[image: External link] and Elliot S! Maggin[image: External link].
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 Fandom and community




For more details on this topic, see Science fiction fandom[image: External link].

Science fiction fandom[image: External link] is the "community of the literature of ideas... the culture in which new ideas emerge and grow before being released into society at large."[79] Members of this community, " fans[image: External link]", are in contact with each other at conventions[image: External link] or clubs, through print or online fanzines[image: External link], or on the Internet using web sites, mailing lists[image: External link], and other resources.

SF fandom emerged from the letters column in Amazing Stories[image: External link] magazine. Soon fans began writing letters to each other, and then grouping their comments together in informal publications that became known as fanzines.[80] Once they were in regular contact, fans wanted to meet each other, and they organized local clubs. In the 1930s, the first science fiction conventions[image: External link] gathered fans from a wider area.[81] Conventions, clubs, and fanzines were the dominant form of fan activity, or "fanac", for decades, until the Internet facilitated communication among a much larger population of interested people.
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 Authors




Science fiction is being written worldwide by a diverse population of authors. According to 2013 statistics by the science fiction publisher Tor Books[image: External link], men outnumber women by 78% to 22% among submissions to the publisher.[82] A controversy about voting slates[image: External link] in the 2015 Hugo Awards[image: External link] highlighted tensions in the science fiction community between a trend of increasingly diverse works and authors being honored by awards, and a backlash by groups of authors and fans who preferred what they considered more traditional science fiction.[83]
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 Awards




For more details on this topic, see List of science fiction awards[image: External link].

Among the most respected awards for science fiction are the Hugo Award[image: External link], presented by the World Science Fiction Society[image: External link] at Worldcon; the Nebula Award[image: External link], presented by SFWA and voted on by the community of authors; and the John W. Campbell Memorial Award for Best Science Fiction Novel[image: External link] and Theodore Sturgeon Memorial Award[image: External link] for short fiction. One notable award for science fiction films is the Saturn Award. It is presented annually by The Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror Films.

There are national awards, like Canada's Prix Aurora Awards[image: External link], regional awards, like the Endeavour Award[image: External link] presented at Orycon for works from the Pacific Northwest[image: External link], special interest or subgenre awards like the Chesley Award[image: External link] for art or the World Fantasy Award[image: External link] for fantasy. Magazines may organize reader polls, notably the Locus Award[image: External link].
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 Conventions, clubs, and organizations




For more details on this topic, see Science fiction convention[image: External link].

Conventions (in fandom, shortened as "cons"), are held in cities around the world, catering to a local, regional, national, or international membership. General-interest conventions cover all aspects of science fiction, while others focus on a particular interest like media fandom[image: External link], filking[image: External link], etc. Most are organized by volunteers in non-profit groups[image: External link], though most media-oriented events are organized by commercial promoters. The convention's activities are called the "program", which may include panel discussions, readings, autograph sessions, costume masquerades, and other events. Activities that occur throughout the convention are not part of the program; these commonly include a dealer's room, art show, and hospitality lounge (or "con suites").[84]

Conventions may host award ceremonies; Worldcons[image: External link] present the Hugo Awards[image: External link] each year. SF societies, referred to as "clubs" except in formal contexts, form a year-round base of activities for science fiction fans. They may be associated with an ongoing science fiction convention, or have regular club meetings, or both. Most groups meet in libraries, schools and universities, community centers, pubs or restaurants, or the homes of individual members. Long-established groups like the New England Science Fiction Association[image: External link] and the Los Angeles Science Fantasy Society[image: External link] have clubhouses for meetings and storage of convention supplies and research materials.[85] The Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America[image: External link] (SFWA) was founded by Damon Knight[image: External link] in 1965 as a non-profit organization to serve the community of professional science fiction authors,[67] 24 years after his essay "Unite or Fie!" had led to the organization of the National Fantasy Fan Federation[image: External link]. Fandom has helped incubate related groups, including media fandom[image: External link],[86] the Society for Creative Anachronism[image: External link],[87] gaming[image: External link],[88] filking[image: External link], and furry fandom[image: External link].[89]
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 Fanzines and online fandom













For more details on this topic, see Science fiction fanzine[image: External link].

The first science fiction fanzine, The Comet, was published in 1930.[90] Fanzine printing methods have changed over the decades, from the hectograph[image: External link], the mimeograph[image: External link], and the ditto machine[image: External link], to modern photocopying[image: External link]. Distribution volumes rarely justify the cost of commercial printing. Modern fanzines are printed on computer printers[image: External link] or at local copy shops, or they may only be sent as email[image: External link]. The best known fanzine (or "' zine[image: External link]") today is Ansible[image: External link], edited by David Langford[image: External link], winner of numerous Hugo awards. Other fanzines to win awards in recent years include File 770[image: External link], Mimosa[image: External link], and Plokta[image: External link].[91] Artists working for fanzines have risen to prominence in the field, including Brad W. Foster, Teddy Harvia, and Joe Mayhew; the Hugos include a category for Best Fan Artists[image: External link].[91] The earliest organized fandom online was the SF Lovers[image: External link] community, originally a mailing list in the late 1970s with a text archive file[image: External link] that was updated regularly.[92] In the 1980s, Usenet[image: External link] groups greatly expanded the circle of fans online. In the 1990s, the development of the World-Wide Web[image: External link] exploded the community of online fandom by orders of magnitude, with thousands and then literally millions of web sites devoted to science fiction and related genres for all media.[85] Most such sites are small, ephemeral[image: External link], and/or very narrowly focused, though sites like SF Site[image: External link] and SFcrowsnest[image: External link] offer a broad range of references and reviews about science fiction.
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 Fan fiction




For more details on this topic, see Fan fiction[image: External link].

Fan fiction, known to aficionados as "fanfic", is non-commercial[image: External link] fiction created by fans in the setting of an established book, film[image: External link], video game[image: External link], or television series.[93] This modern meaning of the term should not be confused with the traditional (pre-1970s) meaning of "fan fiction" within the community of fandom[image: External link], where the term meant original or parody fiction written by fans and published in fanzines[image: External link], often with members of fandom as characters therein. Examples of this would include the Goon Defective Agency stories, written starting in 1956 by Irish fan John Berry and published in his and Arthur Thomson[image: External link]'s fanzine Retribution. In the last few years, sites have appeared such as Orion's Arm[image: External link] and Galaxiki[image: External link], which encourage collaborative development of science fiction universes. In some cases, the copyright owners of the books, films, or television series have instructed their lawyers to issue "cease and desist" letters to fans.
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 Science fiction studies




For more details on this topic, see Science fiction studies[image: External link].

The study of science fiction, or science fiction studies[image: External link], is the critical assessment, interpretation, and discussion of science fiction literature, film, new media, fandom, and fan fiction. Science fiction scholars take science fiction as an object of study in order to better understand it and its relationship to science, technology, politics, and culture-at-large. Science fiction studies has a long history dating back to the turn of the 20th century, but it was not until later that science fiction studies solidified as a discipline with the publication of the academic journals Extrapolation[image: External link] (1959), Foundation: The International Review of Science Fiction[image: External link] (1972), and Science Fiction Studies[image: External link] (1973), and the establishment of the oldest organizations devoted to the study of science fiction, the Science Fiction Research Association[image: External link] and the Science Fiction Foundation[image: External link], in 1970. The field has grown considerably since the 1970s with the establishment of more journals, organizations, and conferences with ties to the science fiction scholarship community, and science fiction degree-granting programs such as those offered by the University of Liverpool and Kansas University.

The National Science Foundation[image: External link] has conducted surveys of "Public Attitudes and Public Understanding" of "Science Fiction and Pseudoscience."[95] They write that "Interest in science fiction may affect the way people think about or relate to science....one study found a strong relationship between preference for science fiction novels and support for the space program...The same study also found that students who read science fiction are much more likely than other students to believe that contacting extraterrestrial civilizations is both possible and desirable (Bainbridge 1982).[96]
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 As serious literature




Mary Shelley wrote a number of science fiction novels including Frankenstein[image: External link], and is treated as a major Romantic writer.[97] A number of science fiction works have received critical acclaim including Childhood's End[image: External link] and Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?[image: External link] (the inspiration for the movie Blade Runner[image: External link]). A number of respected writers of mainstream literature have written science fiction, including Aldous Huxley[image: External link]'s Brave New World[image: External link], George Orwell[image: External link]'s Nineteen Eighty-Four[image: External link], Anthony Burgess[image: External link]' A Clockwork Orange[image: External link] and Margaret Atwood[image: External link]'s The Handmaid's Tale[image: External link]. Nobel Laureate[image: External link] Doris Lessing[image: External link] wrote a series of SF novels, Canopus in Argos[image: External link], and nearly all of Kurt Vonnegut[image: External link]'s works contain science fiction premises or themes.

The scholar Tom Shippey[image: External link] asks a perennial question of science fiction: "What is its relationship to fantasy fiction, is its readership still dominated by male adolescents, is it a taste which will appeal to the mature but non-eccentric literary mind?"[98] In her much reprinted essay "Science Fiction and Mrs Brown,"[99] the science fiction writer Ursula K. Le Guin[image: External link] has approached an answer by first citing the essay written by the English author Virginia Woolf[image: External link] entitled Mr Bennett and Mrs Brown in which she states:


I believe that all novels, ... deal with character, and that it is to express character – not to preach doctrines, sing songs, or celebrate the glories of the British Empire, that the form of the novel, so clumsy, verbose, and undramatic, so rich, elastic, and alive, has been evolved ... The great novelists have brought us to see whatever they wish us to see through some character. Otherwise they would not be novelists, but poets, historians, or pamphleteers.



Le Guin argues that these criteria may be successfully applied to works of science fiction and so answers in the affirmative her rhetorical question posed at the beginning of her essay: "Can a science fiction writer write a novel?"

Tom Shippey[98] in his essay does not dispute this answer but identifies and discusses the essential differences that exists between a science fiction novel and one written outside the field. To this end, he compares George Orwell's Coming Up for Air[image: External link] with Frederik Pohl[image: External link] and C. M. Kornbluth[image: External link]'s The Space Merchants[image: External link] and concludes that the basic building block and distinguishing feature of a science fiction novel is the presence of the novum, a term Darko Suvin[image: External link] adapts from Ernst Bloch[image: External link] and defines as "a discrete piece of information recognizable as not-true, but also as not-unlike-true, not-flatly- (and in the current state of knowledge) impossible."[100]

In science fiction the style of writing is often relatively clear and straightforward compared to classical literature. Orson Scott Card[image: External link], an author of both science fiction and non-SF fiction, has postulated that in science fiction the message and intellectual significance of the work is contained within the story itself and, therefore, there need not be stylistic gimmicks or literary games; but that some writers and critics confuse clarity of language with lack of artistic merit. In Card's words:


...a great many writers and critics have based their entire careers on the premise that anything that the general public can understand without mediation is worthless drivel. [...] If everybody came to agree that stories should be told this clearly, the professors of literature would be out of a job, and the writers of obscure, encoded fiction would be, not honored, but pitied for their impenetrability.[101]



Science fiction author and physicist Gregory Benford[image: External link] has declared that: "SF is perhaps the defining genre of the twentieth century, although its conquering armies are still camped outside the Rome of the literary citadels."[102] This sense of exclusion was articulated by Jonathan Lethem[image: External link] in an essay published in the Village Voice[image: External link] entitled "Close Encounters: The Squandered Promise of Science Fiction."[103] Lethem suggests that the point in 1973 when Thomas Pynchon[image: External link]'s Gravity's Rainbow[image: External link] was nominated for the Nebula Award[image: External link], and was passed over in favor of Arthur C. Clarke[image: External link]'s Rendezvous with Rama[image: External link], stands as "a hidden tombstone marking the death of the hope that SF was about to merge with the mainstream." Among the responses to Lethem was one from the editor of the Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction[image: External link] who asked: "When is it [the SF genre] ever going to realize it can't win the game of trying to impress the mainstream?"[104] On this point the journalist and author David Barnett[image: External link] has remarked:[105]


The ongoing, endless war between "literary" fiction and "genre" fiction has well-defined lines in the sand. Genre's foot soldiers think that literary fiction is a collection of meaningless but prettily drawn pictures of the human condition. The literary guard consider genre fiction to be crass, commercial, whizz-bang potboilers. Or so it goes.



Barnett, in an earlier essay had pointed to a new development in this "endless war":[106]


What do novels about a journey across post-apocalyptic America, a clone waitress rebelling against a future society, a world-girdling pipe of special gas keeping mutant creatures at bay, a plan to rid a colonizable new world of dinosaurs, and genetic engineering in a collapsed civilization have in common?


They are all most definitely not science fiction.

Literary readers will probably recognize The Road[image: External link] by Cormac McCarthy[image: External link], one of the sections of Cloud Atlas[image: External link] by David Mitchell[image: External link], The Gone-Away World[image: External link] by Nick Harkaway[image: External link], The Stone Gods[image: External link] by Jeanette Winterson[image: External link] and Oryx and Crake[image: External link] by Margaret Atwood[image: External link] from their descriptions above. All of these novels use the tropes of what most people recognize as science fiction, but their authors or publishers have taken great pains to ensure that they are not categorized as such.
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 World-wide examples




Although perhaps most developed as a genre and community in the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom, science fiction is a worldwide phenomenon. Organisations devoted to promotion and even translation in particular countries are commonplace, as are country- or language-specific genre awards.
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 Africa




Mohammed Dib[image: External link], an Algerian writer, wrote a science fiction allegory[image: External link] about his nation's politics, Qui se souvient de la mer (Who Remembers the Sea?) in 1962.[107] Masimba Musodza[image: External link], a Zimbabwean author, published MunaHacha Maive Nei? the first science-fiction novel in the Shona language,[108] which also holds the distinction of being the first novel in the Shona language to appear as an ebook first before it came out in print. In South Africa[image: External link], a movie titled District 9[image: External link] came out in 2009, an apartheid[image: External link] allegory featuring extraterrestrial life[image: External link] forms, produced by Peter Jackson[image: External link].

Science fiction examines society through shifting power structures (such as the shift of power from humanity to alien overlords). African science fiction often uses this genre norm to situate slavery and the slave trade as an alien abduction. Commonalities in experiences with unknown languages, customs, and culture lend themselves well to this comparison. The subgenre also commonly employs the mechanism of time travel to examine the effects of slavery and forced emigration on the individual and the family.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Asia




Main articles: Bengali science fiction[image: External link], Chinese science fiction[image: External link], and Japanese science fiction[image: External link]
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 India




Indian science fiction, defined loosely as science fiction by writers of Indian descent, began with the English-language publication of Kylas Chundar Dutt's A Journal of Forty-Eight Hours of the Year 1945 in the Calcutta Literary Gazette (June 6, 1835). Since this story was intended as a political polemic, credit for the first science fiction story is often given to later Bengali authors such as Jagadananda Roy[image: External link], Hemlal Dutta and the polymath Jagadish Chandra Bose[image: External link]. Eminent film maker and writer Satyajit Ray[image: External link] also enriched Bengali science fiction by writing many short stories as well as science fiction series, Professor Shonku[image: External link] (see Bengali science fiction[image: External link]). Similar traditions exist in Hindi, Marathi, Tamil and English.[109] In English, the modern era of Indian speculative fiction began with the works of authors such as Samit Basu[image: External link], Payal Dhar, Vandana Singh[image: External link] and Anil Menon[image: External link]. Works such as Amitav Ghosh[image: External link]'s The Calcutta Chromosome[image: External link], Salman Rushdie[image: External link]'s Grimus[image: External link], and Boman Desai's The Memory of Elephants are generally classified as magic realist works but make essential use of SF tropes and techniques. In recent years authors in some other Indian languages have begun telling stories in this genre; for example in Punjabi IP Singh and Roop Dhillon[image: External link] have written stories that can clearly be defined as Punjabi science fiction. The latter has coined the term Vachitarvaad to describe such literature.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Bangladesh




Bangladesh[image: External link] has a strong Science fiction[image: External link] literature in South Asia[image: External link]. After Qazi Abdul Halim's Mohasunner Kanna (Tears of the Cosmos) (1970), Humayun Ahmed[image: External link] wrote the first modern Bengali[image: External link] SF novel, Tomader Jonno Valobasa (Love For You All).[citation needed[image: External link]] It was published in 1973. This book is treated as the first full-fledged Bangladeshi science fiction novel.[citation needed[image: External link]] Then he wrote Tara Tinjon (They were Three), Irina, Anonto Nakshatra Bithi (Endless Galaxy), Fiha Somikoron (Fiha Equation) etc.[citation needed[image: External link]]

But Bengali science fiction leaves its cocoon phase holding the hands of Muhammed Zafar Iqbal[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Mr. Iqbal wrote a story named Copotronic Sukh Dukho (Copotronic Emotions) when he was a student of Dhaka University.[citation needed[image: External link]] This story was later included in a compilation of Iqbal's work in a book by the same name. Muktodhara[image: External link], a famous publishing house of Dhaka[image: External link] was the publisher of this book. This collection of science fiction stories gained huge popularity and the new trend of science fiction emerged among Bengali writers and readers. After his first collection, Mr. Iqbal transformed his own science fiction cartoon strip Mohakashe Mohatrash (Terror in the Cosmos) into a novel. All told, Muhammed Zafar Iqbal has written the greatest number of science fiction works in Bengali science fiction.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Following the footsteps of the ancestors, more and more writers, especially young writers started writing science fiction and a new era started in Bengali literature.
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 China




Modern science fiction in China[image: External link] mainly depends on the magazine Science Fiction World[image: External link]. A number of works were originally published in it in installments, including the highly successful novel The Three-Body Problem[image: External link], written by Liu Cixin[image: External link].
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 Korea




Until recently, there has been little domestic science fiction literature in Korea.[110] Within the small field, the author and critic writing under the nom de plume Djuna has been credited with being the major force.[111] Kim Boyoung, Bae Myunghoon and Kwak Jaesik[image: External link] are also often mentioned as the new generation of Korean science fiction writers of 2010s.[112] The upswing that began in 2009 has been attributed by Shin Junebong to a combination of factors.[113] Shin quotes Djuna as saying, "'It looks like the various literary awards established by one newspaper after another, with hefty sums of prize money, had a big impact.'" [113] Another factor cited was the active use of Web bulletin boards among the then-young writers brought up on translations of Western SF.[114] In spite of the increase, there were still no more than sixty or so authors writing in the field at that time.[113]
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 Middle East




Chalomot Be'aspamia is an Israeli[image: External link] magazine of short science fiction and fantasy stories. The Prophecies Of Karma, published in 2011, is advertised as the first work of science fiction by an Arabic[image: External link] author, the Lebanese[image: External link] writer Nael Gharzeddine.
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 Europe




Main articles: Croatian science fiction[image: External link], Czech science fiction and fantasy[image: External link], French science fiction[image: External link], Norwegian science fiction[image: External link], Science fiction in Poland[image: External link], Romanian science fiction[image: External link], Science fiction in Russia[image: External link], Science fiction in Serbia[image: External link], and Spanish science fiction[image: External link]
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 France and Belgium




Jules Verne[image: External link], a 19th-century French novelist known for his pioneering science fiction works (Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea[image: External link], Journey to the Center of the Earth[image: External link], From the Earth to the Moon[image: External link]) is the prime representative of the French legacy of science fiction. French science fiction of the 19th century was also represented with such artists as Albert Robida[image: External link] and Isidore Grandville[image: External link]. In the 20th century, traditions of French science fiction were carried on by writers like Pierre Boulle[image: External link] (best known for his Planet of the Apes[image: External link]), Serge Brussolo[image: External link], Bernard Werber[image: External link], René Barjavel[image: External link] and Robert Merle[image: External link], among others.

In Franco-Belgian comics[image: External link], bande dessinée[image: External link] ("BD") science-fiction is a well established genre.[citation needed[image: External link]] Notable French science fiction comics include Valerian et Laureline[image: External link] by Pierre Christin[image: External link] and Jean-Claude Mézières[image: External link], a space opera franchise that has lasted since 1967. Metal Hurlant[image: External link] magazine (known in US as Heavy Metal[image: External link]) was one of the largest contributors to francophone[image: External link] science-fiction comics. Its major authors include Jean "Moebius" Giraud[image: External link], creator of Arzach[image: External link]; Chilean Alejandro Jodorowsky[image: External link], who created a series of comics, including L'Incal[image: External link] and Les Metabarons[image: External link], set in Jodoverse[image: External link]; and Enki Bilal[image: External link] with The Nikopol Trilogy[image: External link]. Giraud also contributed to French SF animation, collaborating with René Laloux[image: External link] on several animated features. A number of artists from neighboring countries, such as Spain and Italy, create science fiction and fantasy comics in French aimed at a Franco-Belgian market.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In French cinema[image: External link], science fiction began with silent film director and visual effects pioneer George Méliès[image: External link], whose most famous film was Voyage to the Moon[image: External link], loosely based on books by Verne and Wells. In the 20th and 21st centuries, French science fiction films were represented by René Laloux[image: External link]'s animated features, as well as Enki Bilal's adaptation of the Nikopol Trilogy, Immortal[image: External link]. Luc Besson[image: External link] filmed The Fifth Element[image: External link] as a joint Franco-American production.

In the French-speaking world, the colloquial use of the term sci-fi is an accepted Anglicism[image: External link] for the term science fiction.[115] This probably stems from the fact that science fiction writing never expanded there to the extent it did in the English-speaking world, particularly with the dominance of the United States. Nevertheless, France has made a tremendous contribution to science fiction in its seminal stages of development. Although the term "science fiction" is understood in France, their penchant for the "weird and wacky" has a long tradition and is sometimes called "le culte du merveilleux." This uniquely French tradition certainly encompasses what the anglophone world would call French science fiction[image: External link] but also ranges across fairies[image: External link], Dadaism[image: External link], and surrealism[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Italy




Italy[image: External link] has a vivid history in science fiction, though almost unknown outside its borders. The history of Italian science fiction recognizes a varied roadmap of this genre which spread to a popular level after World War Two, and in particular in the second half of the 1950s, on the wave of American and British literature.[116]

The earliest pioneers may be found in the literature of the fantastic voyage and of the Renaissance Utopia, even in previous masterpieces such as "The Million" of Marco Polo[image: External link]. In the second half of the 19th century stories and short novels of "scientific fantasies" (also known as "incredible stories" or "fantastic" or "adventuristic", "novels of the future times" or "utopic", "of the tomorrow") appeared in Sunday newspaper supplements, in literary magazines, and as booklets published in installments. Added to these, at the beginning of the 20th century, were the most futuristic masterpieces of the great Emilio Salgari[image: External link], considered by most the father of Italian science fiction, and Yambo and Luigi Motta, well known authors of popular novels of the time, with extraordinary adventures in remote and exotic places, and even works of authors representing known figures of the "top" literature, among them Massimo Bontempelli[image: External link], Luigi Capuana[image: External link], Guido Gozzano[image: External link], Ercole Luigi Morselli[image: External link].[117]

The true birth of Italian science fiction is placed in 1952, with the publishing of the first specialized magazines, Scienza Fantastica (Fantastic Science) and Urania, and with the appearance of the term "fantascienza" which has become the usual translation of the English term "science fiction." The "Golden Years" span the period 1957-1960.

From the end of the 1950s science fiction became in Italy one of the most popular genres, although its popular success was not followed by critical success. In spite of an active and organized fandom there hasn't been an authentic sustained interest on the part of the Italian cultural élite towards science fiction.[118]

Popular Italian science fiction writers include Gianluigi Zuddas[image: External link], Giampietro Stocco[image: External link], Lino Aldani[image: External link],[119] as well as comic artists, such as Milo Manara[image: External link]. Valerio Evangelisti[image: External link] is the best known modern author of Italian science fiction and fantasy.[120] Also, popular Italian children's writer Gianni Rodari[image: External link] often turned to science fiction aimed at children, most notably, in Gip in the Television.
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 Germany




The main German science fiction writer in the 19th century was Kurd Laßwitz[image: External link].[121] According to Austrian SF critic Franz Rottensteiner[image: External link], though significant German novels of a science-fiction nature were published in the first half of the 20th century, SF did not exist as a genre in the country until after World War II and the heavy importing and translation of American works. In the 20th century, during the years of divided Germany, both East and West spawned a number of successful writers. Top East German writers included Angela[image: External link] and Karlheinz Steinmüller[image: External link], as well as Günther Krupkat[image: External link]. West German authors included Carl Amery[image: External link], Gudrun Pausewang[image: External link], Wolfgang Jeschke[image: External link] and Frank Schätzing[image: External link], among others. A well known science fiction book series in the German language is Perry Rhodan[image: External link], which started in 1961. Having sold over two billion copies (in pulp[image: External link], paperback and hardcover formats), it is the most successful science fiction book series ever written, worldwide.[122] Current well-known SF authors from Germany are five-time Kurd-Laßwitz-Award[image: External link] winner Andreas Eschbach[image: External link], whose books The Carpet Makers[image: External link] and Eine Billion Dollar[image: External link] are big successes, and Frank Schätzing[image: External link], who in his book The Swarm[image: External link] mixes elements of the science thriller with SF elements to an apocalyptic scenario. The most prominent German-speaking author, according to Die Zeit[image: External link], is[ when?[image: External link]] Austrian[image: External link] Herbert W. Franke[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the 1920s Germany produced a number of critically acclaimed high-budget science fiction and horror films. Metropolis[image: External link] by director Fritz Lang[image: External link] is credited as one of the most influential science fiction films ever made.[123] Other films of the era included Woman in the Moon[image: External link], Alraune[image: External link], Algol[image: External link], Gold[image: External link], Master of the World[image: External link], among others. In the second half of the 20th century, East Germany also became a major science fiction film producer, often in a collaboration with fellow Eastern Bloc countries. Films of this era include Eolomea[image: External link], First Spaceship on Venus[image: External link] and Hard to Be a God[image: External link].
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 Russia and ex-Soviet countries




Main article: Russian science fiction and fantasy[image: External link]


Russians made their first steps to science fiction in the mid-19th century, with utopias[image: External link] by Faddei Bulgarin[image: External link] and Vladimir Odoevsky[image: External link].[124] However, it was the Soviet era that became the genre's golden age. Soviet writers were prolific,[125] despite limitations set up by state censorship. Early Soviet writers, such as Alexander Belayev[image: External link], Alexey N. Tolstoy[image: External link] and Vladimir Obruchev[image: External link], employed Vernian/Wellsian hard science fiction[image: External link] based on scientific predictions.[126] The most notable books of the era include Belayev's Amphibian Man[image: External link], The Air Seller[image: External link] and Professor Dowell's Head[image: External link]; Tolstoy's Aelita[image: External link] and Engineer Garin's Death Ray[image: External link]. Early Soviet science fiction was influenced by communist ideology[image: External link] and often featured a leftist[image: External link] agenda or anti-capitalist[image: External link] satire. [127] Those few early Soviet books that challenged the communist worldview and satirized the Soviets, such as Yevgeny Zamyatin[image: External link]'s dystopia We[image: External link] or Mikhail Bulgakov[image: External link]'s Heart of a Dog[image: External link] and Fatal Eggs[image: External link], were banned from publishing until the 1980s, although they still circulated in fan-made[image: External link] copies.

In the second half of the 20th century, a new generation of writers developed a more complex approach. Social science fiction[image: External link], concerned with philosophy, ethics[image: External link], utopian[image: External link] and dystopian[image: External link] ideas, became the prevalent subgenre.[128] The breakthrough was started by Ivan Yefremov[image: External link]'s utopian novel Andromeda Nebula[image: External link] (1957). He was soon followed by brothers Arkady and Boris Strugatsky[image: External link], who explored darker themes and social satire in their Noon Universe[image: External link] novels, such as Hard to be a God[image: External link] (1964) and Prisoners of Power[image: External link] (1969), as well as in their science fantasy[image: External link] trilogy Monday Begins on Saturday[image: External link] (1964). A good share of Soviet science fiction was aimed at children. Probably the best known[126][129] was Kir Bulychov[image: External link], who created Alisa Selezneva[image: External link] (1965-2003), a children's space adventure series about a teenage girl from the future.

The Soviet film industry also contributed to the genre, starting from the 1924 film Aelita[image: External link]. Some of early Soviet films, namely Planet of the Storms[image: External link] (1962) and Battle Beyond the Sun[image: External link] (1959), were pirated, re-edited and released in the West under new titles.[130] Late Soviet science fiction films include Mystery of the Third Planet[image: External link] (1981), Ivan Vasilyevich[image: External link] (1973) and Kin-dza-dza![image: External link] (1986), as well as Andrey Tarkovsky[image: External link]'s Solaris[image: External link] and Stalker[image: External link], among others.

After the fall of the Soviet Union, science fiction in the former Soviet republics is still written mostly in Russian[image: External link], which allows an appeal to a broader audience. Aside from Russians themselves, especially notable are Ukrainian writers[image: External link], who have greatly contributed to science fiction and fantasy in Russian language.[131] Among the most notable post-Soviet authors are H. L. Oldie[image: External link], Sergey Lukyanenko[image: External link], Alexander Zorich[image: External link] and Vadim Panov[image: External link]. Russia's film industry, however, has been less successful recently, producing only a few science fiction films, most of them are adaptations of books by the Strugatskys (The Inhabited Island[image: External link], The Ugly Swans[image: External link]) or Bulychov (Alice's Birthday[image: External link]). Science fiction media in Russia is represented with such magazines as Mir Fantastiki[image: External link] and Esli[image: External link].
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Spanish science fiction starts mid 19th century; depending on how it is defined, Lunigrafía (1855) from M. Krotse or Una temporada en el más bello de los planetas from Tirso Aguimana de Veca — a trip to Saturn published in 1870-1871, but written in the 1840s — is the first science fiction novel.[132][133][134] As such, science fiction was very popular in the second half of the 19th century, but mainly produced alternate history[image: External link] and post-apocalyptic futures[image: External link], written by some of the most important authors of the generations of '98[image: External link] and '14.[135] The influence of Verne[image: External link] also produced some singular works, like Enrique Gaspar y Rimbau[image: External link]'s El anacronópete[image: External link] (1887), a story about time travel that predates the publication of The Chronic Argonauts[image: External link] by H. G. Wells[image: External link]; Rafael Zamora y Pérez de Urría's Crímenes literarios (1906), that describes robots and a "brain machine" very similar to our modern laptops[image: External link]; or Frederich Pujulà i Vallès' Homes artificials (1912), the first in Spain about "artificial people".[135][136] But the most prolific were Coronel Ignotus, and Coronel Sirius, who published their adventures in the magazine Biblioteca Novelesco-Científica. The 19th century up to the Spanish Civil War[image: External link] saw no less than four fictional trips to the Moon, one to Venus, five to Mars, one to Jupiter, and one to Saturn.[135][137]

The Spanish Civil War[image: External link] devastated this rich literary landscape. With few exceptions, only the arrival of pulp science fiction[image: External link] in the 1950s would reintroduce the genre in Spanish literature.[138][135] The space opera[image: External link] series La Saga de los Aznar[image: External link] (1953-1958 and 1973-1978) by Pascual Enguídanos[image: External link] won the Hugo Award in 1978.[139] Also in the 1950s started the radio serial[image: External link] for children Diego Valor; inspired by Dan Dare[image: External link], the serial produced 1200 episodes of 15 min., and spinned a comic (1954-1964), three theater plays (1956-1959) and the first Spanish sf TV series (1958), that has been lost[image: External link].[140]

Modern, prospective, self-aware science fiction crystallized in the 1970s around the magazine Nueva Dimensión (1968-1983), and its editor Domingo Santos[image: External link], one of the most important Spanish sf authors of the time.[137][135] Other important authors of the 70s and 80s are Manuel de Pedrolo[image: External link] (Mecanoscrit del segon origen, 1974), Carlos Saiz Cidoncha (La caída del Imperio galáctico, 1978), Rafael Marín[image: External link] (Lágrimas de luz, 1984), and Juan Miguel Aguilera[image: External link] (the Akasa-Puspa saga, 1988-2005).[135] In the 1990s the genre exploded with the creation many small dedicated fanzines, important SF prizes, and the convention HispaCon; Elia Barceló[image: External link] (El mundo de Yarek, 1992), became the most prolific.[135] Other recent authors are Eduardo Vaquerizo (Danza de tinieblas, 2005), Félix J. Palma[image: External link] (The Victorian trilogy, 2008-2014), and Carlos Sisí (Panteón, 2013).[141]

Spain has been continuously producing sf films since the 1960s, at a rate of 5 to 10 per decade. The 1970s was specially prolific; the director, and sreenwriter Juan Piquer Simón[image: External link] is the most important figure of fantaterror, producing some low budget sf films. La cabina[image: External link] (1972) is the most awarded Spanish TV production in history. In the 90s Acción mutante[image: External link] (1992), by Álex de la Iglesia[image: External link], and Abre los ojos[image: External link] (1997), by Alejandro Amenábar[image: External link], represent a watershed in Spanish sf filming, with a quality that would only be reached again by Los cronocrímenes (2007), by Nacho Vigalondo[image: External link].[142][143] The most important sf TV series produced in Spain is El ministerio del tiempo[image: External link] (2015-), even though Mañana puede ser verdad (1964-1964) by Chicho Ibáñez Serrador[image: External link], and Plutón BRB Nero (2008-2009), should also be mentioned.
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 Other European countries




Poland[image: External link] is a traditional producer of science fiction and fantasy. The country's most influential science fiction writer of all time is Stanisław Lem[image: External link], who is probably best known for his science fiction books, such as Solaris[image: External link] and the stories involving Ijon Tichy[image: External link], but who also wrote very successful hard sci-fi such as The Invincible[image: External link] and the stories involving Pilot Pirx[image: External link]. A number of Lem's books were adapted for screen, both in Poland and abroad. Other notable Polish writers of the genre include Jerzy Żuławski[image: External link], Janusz A. Zajdel[image: External link], Konrad Fiałkowski[image: External link], Jacek Dukaj[image: External link] and Rafał A. Ziemkiewicz[image: External link].

Czech[image: External link] writer and playwright Karel Čapek[image: External link] in his play R.U.R.[image: External link] (1920) introduced the word robot[image: External link] into science fiction. Čapek is also known for his satirical science fiction novels and plays, such as War with the Newts[image: External link] and The Absolute at Large[image: External link]. Traditions of Czech science fiction were carried on despite the general political climate by writers like Ludvík Souček[image: External link], Josef Nesvadba[image: External link], Ondřej Neff[image: External link] and Jaroslav Velinský[image: External link]. In the years 1980 - 2000 a new vawe of young writers appeared (J. W. Procházka, F. Novotný, E. Hauserová, V. Kadlečková, J. Rečková, E. Dufková).

Early writers of Yugoslav[image: External link] science fiction were mid-19th century Slovene[image: External link] writer Simon Jenko[image: External link], late 19th century Slovene writers Josip Stritar[image: External link], Janez Trdina[image: External link] and Janez Mencinger (who, in 1893, published a notable dystopian novel Abadon[image: External link]) and late 19th century Serbian[image: External link] writers Dragutin Ilić and Lazar Komarčić. Since the beginning of the 20th century, a large number of authors incorporated science fiction elements into their work. Scientist Milutin Milanković[image: External link] wrote the book Through Distant Worlds and Times[image: External link] (1928), which mixes elements of autobiography[image: External link], scientific discussion and science fiction. In the 1930s, Vladimir Bartol[image: External link] wrote a series of science fiction novels. The period after World War II brought the appearance of a large number of writers, most notably the duo Zvonimir Furtinger and Mladen Bjažić, Vid Pečjak[image: External link] and Miha Remec[image: External link], with some academically acclaimed writers, like Dobrica Ćosić[image: External link], Erih Koš[image: External link] and Ivan Ivanji[image: External link], occasionally turning towards science fiction.[144] Serbian writer Borislav Pekić[image: External link] published several science fiction works: Rabies (1983), 1999 (1984), The New Jerusalem (1988) and Atlantis (1988). Zoran Živković[image: External link] wrote a large number of essays on science fiction and one of the first encyclopedias of science fiction in the world. His early novels and stories featured elements of the genre. The films The Rat Savior[image: External link] (1977) by Krsto Papić[image: External link] and Visitors from the Galaxy[image: External link] (1981) by Dušan Vukotić[image: External link] won awards at international festivals. In the first half of the 20th century comic book authors such as Andrija Maurović[image: External link] and Đorđe Lobačev[image: External link] published a number of science fiction works, and since the 1980s comic book artists like Željko Pahek[image: External link], Igor Kordej[image: External link] and Zoran Janjetov[image: External link] became internationally well known.[145]
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 Oceania




Main article: Science fiction in Australia[image: External link]


Australia: American David G. Hartwell[image: External link] noted there is "nothing essentially Australian about Australian science-fiction." A number of Australian science-fiction (and fantasy and horror) writers are in fact international English language writers, and their work is published worldwide. This is further explainable by the fact that the Australian inner market is small (with Australian population being around 24 million), and sales abroad are crucial to most Australian writers.[146]
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 North America




Main article: Canadian science fiction[image: External link]


In Canadian Francophone province Québec[image: External link], Élisabeth Vonarburg[image: External link] and other authors developed a tradition of French-Canadian SF, related to the European French literature. The Prix Boreal was established in 1979 to honor Canadian science fiction works in French. The Prix Aurora Awards[image: External link] (briefly preceded by the Casper Award) were founded in 1980 to recognize and promote the best works of Canadian science fiction in both French and English. Also, due to Canada's bilingualism and the US publishing almost exclusively in English, translation of science fiction prose into French thrives and runs nearly parallel upon a book's publishing in the original English. A sizeable market also exists within Québec for European-written Francophone science fiction literature.
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 Latin America




See also: Brazilian science fiction[image: External link]


Although there is still some controversy as to when science fiction began in Latin America, the earliest works date from the late 19th century. All published in 1875, O Doutor Benignus by the Portuguese Brazilian Augusto Emílio Zaluar, El Maravilloso Viaje del Sr. Nic-Nac by the Argentinian Eduardo Holmberg, and Historia de un Muerto by the Cuban Francisco Calcagno are three of the earliest novels which appeared in the region.[147]

Up to the 1960s, science fiction was the work of isolated writers who did not identify themselves with the genre, but rather used its elements to criticize society, promote their own agendas or tap into the public's interest in pseudo-sciences. It received a boost of respectability after authors such as Horacio Quiroga[image: External link] and Jorge Luis Borges[image: External link] used its elements in their writings. This, in turn, led to the permanent emergence of science fiction in the 1960s and mid-1970s, notably in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, and Cuba. Magic realism[image: External link] enjoyed parallel growth in Latin America, with a strong regional emphasis on using the form to comment on social issues, similar to social science fiction and speculative fiction in the English world.

Economic turmoil and the suspicious eye of the dictatorial regimes in place reduced the genre's dynamism for the following decade. In the mid-1980s, it became increasingly popular once more. Although led by Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, Latin America now hosts dedicated communities and writers with an increasing use of regional elements to set them apart from English-language science-fiction.[148]
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DC Comics






This article is about the US publisher of comics. For the Scottish publisher of comics and newspapers, see DC Thomson[image: External link].

DC Comics, Inc. is an American comic book[image: External link] publisher. It is the publishing unit of DC Entertainment,[4][5] a subsidiary of Warner Bros. Entertainment, Inc.[image: External link], a division of Time Warner[image: External link]. DC Comics is one of the largest and oldest American comic book companies, and produces material featuring numerous well-known heroic characters[image: External link] including Superman[image: External link], Batman[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], The Flash[image: External link], Aquaman[image: External link], Black Canary, Hawkman, Supergirl[image: External link], Hawkgirl, Green Arrow[image: External link], Martian Manhunter[image: External link], Cyborg[image: External link], Static[image: External link], Zatanna[image: External link], and Shazam[image: External link]. Most of their material takes place in the fictional[image: External link] DC Universe[image: External link], which also features teams such as the Justice League[image: External link], the Justice Society of America, the Suicide Squad[image: External link], and the Teen Titans[image: External link], and well-known villains such as the Joker[image: External link], Lex Luthor[image: External link], The Cheetah[image: External link], Darkseid[image: External link], Catwoman[image: External link], Ra's al Ghul, Deathstroke, Reverse-Flash, Sinestro[image: External link], Black Adam[image: External link], and Brainiac[image: External link]. The company has also published non-DC Universe-related material, including Watchmen[image: External link], V for Vendetta[image: External link], and many titles under their alternative imprint Vertigo[image: External link].

The initials "DC" came from the company's popular series Detective Comics[image: External link], which featured Batman's debut and subsequently became part of the company's name.[6] Originally in Manhattan at 432 Fourth Avenue, the DC Comics offices have been located at 480 and later 575 Lexington Avenue; 909 Third Avenue; 75 Rockefeller Plaza; 666 Fifth Avenue; and 1325 Avenue of the Americas. DC had its headquarters at 1700 Broadway, Midtown Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], but it was announced in October 2013 that DC Entertainment would relocate its headquarters from New York to Burbank, California[image: External link] in 2015.[7]

Random House[image: External link] distributes DC Comics' books to the bookstore market,[citation needed[image: External link]] while Diamond Comic Distributors[image: External link] supplies the comics shop specialty market[image: External link].[7][citation needed[image: External link]] DC Comics and its major, longtime competitor Marvel Comics[image: External link] (acquired in 2009 by The Walt Disney Company[image: External link], Time Warner's main competitor) together shared 70% of the American comic book market in 2016.[8]
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Entrepreneur Major Malcolm Wheeler-Nicholson[image: External link] founded National Allied Publications in autumn 1934.[1][9][10] The company debuted with the tabloid[image: External link]-sized New Fun: The Big Comic Magazine[image: External link] #1 with a cover date[image: External link] of February 1935.[11][12] The company's second title, New Comics[image: External link] #1 (Dec. 1935), appeared in a size close to what would become comic books' standard during the period fans and historians call the Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link], with slightly larger dimensions than today's.[13] That title evolved into Adventure Comics[image: External link], which continued through issue #503 in 1983, becoming one of the longest-running comic-book series. In 2009 DC revived Adventure Comics with its original numbering.[14] In 1935, Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and Joe Shuster[image: External link], the future creators of Superman[image: External link], created Doctor Occult[image: External link], who is the earliest DC Comics character to still be in the DC Universe[image: External link].

Wheeler-Nicholson's third and final title, Detective Comics[image: External link], advertised with a cover illustration dated December 1936, eventually premiered three months late with a March 1937 cover date. The themed anthology series would become a sensation with the introduction of Batman[image: External link] in issue #27 (May 1939). By then, however, Wheeler-Nicholson had gone. In 1937, in debt to printing-plant owner and magazine distributor Harry Donenfeld[image: External link]—who also published pulp magazines and operated as a principal in the magazine distributorship Independent News[image: External link]—Wheeler-Nicholson had to take Donenfeld on as a partner in order to publish Detective Comics #1. Detective Comics, Inc. was formed, with Wheeler-Nicholson and Jack S. Liebowitz[image: External link], Donenfeld's accountant, listed as owners. Major Wheeler-Nicholson remained for a year, but cash-flow problems continued, and he was forced out. Shortly afterward, Detective Comics, Inc. purchased the remains of National Allied, also known as Nicholson Publishing, at a bankruptcy auction.[15]

Detective Comics, Inc. soon launched a fourth title, Action Comics[image: External link], the premiere of which introduced Superman[image: External link]. Action Comics #1 (June 1938), the first comic book to feature the new character archetype—soon known as " superheroes[image: External link]"—proved a sales hit. The company quickly introduced such other popular characters as the Sandman[image: External link] and Batman[image: External link].

On February 22, 2010, a copy of Action Comics #1 (June 1938) sold at an auction[image: External link] from an anonymous seller to an anonymous buyer for $1 million, besting the $317,000 record for a comic book set by a different copy, in lesser condition, the previous year.[16]
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Main article: Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


National Allied Publications soon merged with Detective Comics, Inc. to form National Comics Publications[image: External link] on September 30, 1946,[17] which absorbed an affiliated concern, Max Gaines[image: External link]' and Liebowitz' All-American Publications[image: External link]. That year, Gaines let Liebowitz buy him out, and kept only Picture Stories from the Bible as the foundation of his own new company, EC Comics[image: External link]. At that point, "Liebowitz promptly orchestrated the merger of All-American and Detective Comics into National Comics... Next he took charge of organizing National Comics, [the self-distributorship] Independent News, and their affiliated firms into a single corporate entity, National Periodical Publications".[18] National Periodical Publications became publicly traded on the stock market in 1961.[19][20]

Despite the official names "National Comics" and "National Periodical Publications", the company began branding itself as "Superman-DC" as early as 1940, and the company became known colloquially as DC Comics for years before the official adoption of that name in 1977.[21]

The company began to move aggressively against what it saw as copyright-violating[image: External link] imitations from other companies, such as Fox Comics[image: External link]' Wonder Man[image: External link], which (according to court testimony) Fox started as a copy of Superman. This extended to DC suing Fawcett Comics[image: External link] over Captain Marvel[image: External link], at the time comics' top-selling character (see National Comics Publications, Inc. v. Fawcett Publications, Inc.[image: External link]). Despite the fact that parallels between Captain Marvel and Superman seemed more tenuous (Captain Marvel's powers came from magic[image: External link], unlike Superman's), the courts ruled that substantial and deliberate copying of copyrighted material had occurred. Faced with declining sales and the prospect of bankruptcy if it lost, Fawcett capitulated in 1953 and ceased comics publication. Years later, Fawcett sold the rights for Captain Marvel to DC—which in 1972 revived Captain Marvel in the new title Shazam! featuring artwork by his creator, C. C. Beck[image: External link]. In the meantime, the abandoned trademark had been seized by Marvel Comics[image: External link] in 1967, with the creation of their Captain Marvel[image: External link], disallowing the DC comic itself to be called that. While Captain Marvel did not recapture his old popularity, he later appeared in a Saturday morning live action TV adaptation and gained a prominent place in the mainstream continuity DC calls the DC Universe[image: External link].

When the popularity of superheroes faded in the late 1940s, the company focused on such genres as science fiction, Westerns[image: External link], humor[image: External link], and romance[image: External link]. DC also published crime[image: External link] and horror[image: External link] titles, but relatively tame ones, and thus avoided the mid-1950s backlash against such comics. A handful of the most popular superhero-titles, including Action Comics and Detective Comics, the medium's two longest-running titles, continued publication.
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Main article: Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


In the mid-1950s, editorial director Irwin Donenfeld[image: External link] and publisher Liebowitz directed editor Julius Schwartz[image: External link] (whose roots lay in the science-fiction[image: External link] book market) to produce a one-shot[image: External link] Flash[image: External link] story in the try-out title Showcase[image: External link]. Instead of reviving the old character, Schwartz had writers Robert Kanigher[image: External link] and John Broome[image: External link], penciler[image: External link] Carmine Infantino[image: External link], and inker[image: External link] Joe Kubert[image: External link] create an entirely new super-speedster, updating and modernizing the Flash's civilian[image: External link] identity, costume, and origin with a science-fiction bent. The Flash's reimagining in Showcase #4 (October 1956) proved sufficiently popular that it soon led to a similar revamping of the Green Lantern[image: External link] character, the introduction of the modern all-star team Justice League of America[image: External link] (JLA), and many more superheroes, heralding what historians and fans call the Silver Age of comic books[image: External link].

National did not reimagine its continuing characters (primarily Superman, Batman, and Wonder Woman), but radically overhauled them. The Superman family of titles, under editor Mort Weisinger[image: External link], introduced such enduring characters as Supergirl[image: External link], Bizarro[image: External link], and Brainiac[image: External link]. The Batman titles, under editor Jack Schiff, introduced the successful Batwoman[image: External link], Bat-Girl[image: External link], Ace the Bat-Hound[image: External link], and Bat-Mite[image: External link] in an attempt to modernize the strip with non-science-fiction elements. Schwartz, together with artist Infantino, then revitalized Batman in what the company promoted as the "New Look", re-emphasizing Batman as a detective. Meanwhile, editor Kanigher successfully introduced a whole family of Wonder Woman characters having fantastic adventures in a mythological context.

DC's introduction of the reimagined superheroes did not go unnoticed by other comics companies. In 1961, with DC's JLA as the specific spur,[n 1] Marvel Comics[image: External link] writer-editor Stan Lee[image: External link] and legendary creator Jack Kirby[image: External link] ushered in the sub-Silver Age "Marvel Age" of comics with the debut issue of The Fantastic Four[image: External link].[22]

Since the 1940s, when Superman, Batman, and many of the company's other heroes began appearing in stories together, DC's characters inhabited a shared continuity[image: External link] that, decades later, was dubbed the "DC Universe[image: External link]" by fans. With the story "Flash of Two Worlds[image: External link]", in Flash #123 (September 1961), editor Schwartz (with writer Gardner Fox[image: External link] and artists Infantino and Joe Giella[image: External link]) introduced a concept that allowed slotting the 1930s and 1940s Golden Age[image: External link] heroes into this continuity via the explanation that they lived on an other-dimensional "Earth 2", as opposed to the modern heroes' "Earth 1"—in the process creating the foundation for what would later be called the DC Multiverse[image: External link].

A 1966 Batman TV show[image: External link] on the ABC[image: External link] network sparked a temporary spike in comic book sales, and a brief fad for superheroes in Saturday morning animation[image: External link] ( Filmation[image: External link] created most of DC's initial cartoons) and other media. DC significantly lightened the tone[image: External link] of many DC comics—particularly Batman[image: External link] and Detective Comics[image: External link]—to better complement the "camp" tone of the TV series. This tone coincided with the famous "Go-Go Checks" checkerboard[image: External link] cover-dress which featured a black-and-white checkerboard strip (all DC books cover dated February 1966 until August 1967) at the top of each comic, a misguided attempt by then-managing editor Irwin Donenfeld to make DC's output "stand out on the newsracks".[23]

In 1967, Batman artist Infantino (who had designed popular Silver Age characters Batgirl and the Phantom Stranger) rose from art director to become DC's editorial director. With the growing popularity of upstart rival Marvel Comics[image: External link] threatening to topple DC from its longtime number-one position in the comics industry, he attempted to infuse the company with more focus towards marketing new and existing titles and characters with more adult sensibilities towards an emerging older age group of superhero comic book fans that grew out of Marvel's efforts to market their superhero line to college-aged adults. This push for more mature content reached its peak with the 1986 DC Universe relaunch. He also recruited major talents such as ex-Marvel artist and Spider-Man[image: External link] co-creator Steve Ditko[image: External link] and promising newcomers Neal Adams[image: External link] and Denny O'Neil[image: External link] and replaced some existing DC editors with artist-editors, including Joe Kubert[image: External link] and Dick Giordano[image: External link], to give DC's output a more artistic critical eye.
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In 1967, National Periodical Publications was purchased by Kinney National Company[image: External link], which later purchased Warner Bros.-Seven Arts[image: External link] and became Warner Communications[image: External link].[24][not in citation given[image: External link]]

In 1970, Jack Kirby[image: External link] moved from Marvel Comics to DC, at the end of the Silver Age of Comics[image: External link], in which Kirby's contributions to Marvel played a large, integral role. Given carte blanche to write and illustrate his own stories, he created a handful of thematically linked series he called collectively The Fourth World[image: External link]. In the existing series Superman's Pal Jimmy Olsen[image: External link] and in his own, newly launched series New Gods[image: External link], Mister Miracle[image: External link], and The Forever People[image: External link], Kirby introduced such enduring characters and concepts as archvillain Darkseid[image: External link] and the otherdimensional realm Apokolips[image: External link]. While sales were respectable, they did not meet DC management's initially high expectations, and also suffered from a lack of comprehension and internal support from Infantino. By 1973 the "Fourth World" was all cancelled, although Kirby's conceptions would soon become integral to the broadening of the DC Universe. Kirby created other series for DC, including Kamandi[image: External link], about a teenaged boy in a post-apocalyptic[image: External link] world of anthropomorphic talking animals.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 The Bronze Age




Main article: Bronze Age of Comic Books[image: External link]


Following the science-fiction innovations of the Silver Age[image: External link], the comics of the 1970s and 1980s would become known as the Bronze Age, as fantasy gave way to more naturalistic[image: External link] and sometimes darker themes. Illegal drug use, banned by the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], explicitly appeared in comics for the first time in Marvel Comics' The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] in early 1971, and after the Code's updating in response, DC offered a drug-fueled storyline in writer Dennis O'Neil[image: External link] and artist Neal Adams[image: External link]' Green Lantern[image: External link], beginning with the story "Snowbirds Don't Fly" in the retitled Green Lantern / Green Arrow #85 (Sept. 1971), which depicted Speedy[image: External link], the teen sidekick of superhero archer Green Arrow[image: External link], as having become a heroin[image: External link] addict.

Jenette Kahn[image: External link], a former children's magazine publisher, replaced Infantino as editorial director in January 1976. DC had attempted to compete with the now-surging Marvel by dramatically increasing its output and attempting to win the market by flooding it. This included launching series featuring such new characters as Firestorm and Shade, the Changing Man[image: External link], as well as an increasing array of non-superhero titles, in an attempt to recapture the pre- Wertham[image: External link] days of post-War comicdom. In June 1978, five months before the release of the first Superman movie[image: External link], Kahn expanded the line further, increasing the number of titles and story pages, and raising the price from 35 cents to 50 cents. Most series received eight-page back-up features while some had full-length twenty-five page stories. This was a move the company called the "DC Explosion".[25] The move was not successful, however, and corporate parent Warner dramatically cut back on these largely unsuccessful titles, firing many staffers in what industry watchers dubbed "the DC Implosion[image: External link]".[26] In September 1978, the line was dramatically reduced and standard-size books returned to 17 story pages but for a still-increased 40 cents.[27] By 1980, the books returned to 50 cents with a 25-page story count but the story pages replaced house ads in the books.

Seeking new ways to boost market share[image: External link], the new team of publisher Kahn, vice president Paul Levitz[image: External link], and managing editor Giordano addressed the issue of talent instability. To that end—and following the example of Atlas/Seaboard Comics[image: External link][28] and such independent companies as Eclipse Comics[image: External link]—DC began to offer royalties[image: External link] in place of the industry-standard work-for-hire[image: External link] agreement in which creators worked for a flat fee and signed away all rights, giving talent a financial incentive tied to the success of their work. In addition, emulating the era's new television form, the miniseries[image: External link] while addressing the matter of an excessive number of ongoing titles fizzling out within a few issues of their start, DC created the industry concept of the comic book limited series[image: External link]. This publishing format allowed for the deliberate creation of finite storylines within a more flexible publishing format that could showcase creations without forcing the talent into unsustainable openended commitments.

These changes in policy shaped the future of the medium as a whole, and in the short term allowed DC to entice creators away from rival Marvel, and encourage stability on individual titles. In November 1980 DC launched the ongoing series The New Teen Titans[image: External link], by writer Marv Wolfman[image: External link] and artist George Pérez[image: External link], two popular talents with a history of success. Their superhero-team comic, superficially similar to Marvel's ensemble series X-Men[image: External link], but rooted in DC history, earned significant sales[29] in part due to the stability of the creative team, who both continued with the title for six full years. In addition, Wolfman and Pérez took advantage of the limited-series option to create a spin-off[image: External link] title, Tales of the New Teen Titans, to present origin stories of their original characters without having to break the narrative flow of the main series or oblige them to double their work load with another ongoing title.
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This successful revitalization of the Silver Age Teen Titans led DC's editors[citation needed[image: External link]] to seek the same for the wider DC Universe[image: External link]. The result, the Wolfman/Pérez 12-issue limited series Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], gave the company an opportunity to realign and jettison some of the characters' complicated backstory and continuity discrepancies. A companion publication, two volumes entitled The History of the DC Universe, set out the revised history of the major DC characters. Crisis featured many key deaths that would shape the DC Universe for the following decades, and separate the timeline of DC publications into pre- and post-"Crisis".

Meanwhile, a parallel update had started in the non-superhero and horror titles. Since early 1984, the work of British[image: External link] writer Alan Moore[image: External link] had revitalized the horror series The Saga of the Swamp Thing[image: External link], and soon numerous British writers, including Neil Gaiman[image: External link] and Grant Morrison[image: External link], began freelancing for the company. The resulting influx of sophisticated horror-fantasy material led to DC in 1993 establishing the Vertigo[image: External link] mature-readers imprint, which did not subscribe to the Comics Code Authority[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Two DC limited series, Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link] by Frank Miller[image: External link] and Watchmen[image: External link] by Moore and artist Dave Gibbons[image: External link], drew attention in the mainstream press for their dark psychological complexity and promotion of the antihero.[citation needed[image: External link]] These titles helped pave the way for comics to be more widely accepted in literary-criticism circles and to make inroads into the book industry, with collected editions of these series as commercially successful trade paperbacks[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The mid-1980s also saw the end of many long-running DC war comics[image: External link], including series that had been in print since the 1960s. These titles, all with over 100 issues, included Sgt. Rock[image: External link], G.I. Combat[image: External link], The Unknown Soldier[image: External link], and Weird War Tales[image: External link].
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In March 1989, Warner Communications merged with Time Inc.[image: External link], making DC Comics a subsidiary of Time Warner. In June, the first Tim Burton directed Batman movie[image: External link] was released, and DC began publishing its hardcover series of DC Archive Editions[image: External link], collections of many of their early, key comics series, featuring rare and expensive stories unseen by many modern fans. Restoration for many of the Archive Editions was handled by Rick Keene with colour restoration by DC's long-time resident colourist, Bob LeRose[image: External link]. These collections attempted to retroactively credit many of the writers and artists who had worked without much recognition for DC during the early period of comics, when individual credits were few and far between.

The comics industry experienced a brief boom in the early 1990s, thanks to a combination of speculative purchasing (mass purchase of the books as collectible items, with intent to resell at a higher value as the rising value of older issues was thought to imply that all comics would rise dramatically in price) and several storylines which gained attention from the mainstream media. DC's extended storylines in which Superman was killed[image: External link], Batman was crippled[image: External link] and superhero Green Lantern turned into the supervillain Parallax[image: External link] resulted in dramatically increased sales, but the increases were as temporary as the hero's replacements. Sales dropped off as the industry went into a major slump, while manufactured "collectibles" numbering in the millions replaced quality with quantity until fans and speculators alike deserted the medium in droves.

DC's Piranha Press[image: External link] and other imprints (including the mature readers line Vertigo[image: External link], and Helix[image: External link], a short-lived science fiction imprint) were introduced to facilitate compartmentalized diversification and allow for specialized marketing of individual product lines. They increased the use of non-traditional contractual arrangements, including the dramatic rise of creator-owned projects, leading to a significant increase in critically lauded work (much of it for Vertigo) and the licensing of material from other companies. DC also increased publication of book-store friendly formats, including trade paperback[image: External link] collections of individual serial comics, as well as original graphic novels[image: External link].

One of the other imprints was Impact Comics[image: External link] from 1991 to 1992 in which the Archie Comics[image: External link] superheroes were licensed and revamped.[30][31] The stories in the line were part of its own shared universe.[32]

DC entered into a publishing agreement with Milestone Media[image: External link] that gave DC a line of comics featuring a culturally and racially diverse range of superhero characters. Although the Milestone line ceased publication after a few years, it yielded the popular animated series Static Shock[image: External link]. DC established Paradox Press[image: External link] to publish material such as the large-format Big Book of... series of multi-artist interpretations on individual themes, and such crime fiction as the graphic novel Road to Perdition[image: External link]. In 1998, DC purchased Wildstorm[image: External link] Comics, Jim Lee[image: External link]'s imprint under the Image Comics[image: External link] banner, continuing it for many years as a wholly separate imprint – and fictional universe[image: External link] – with its own style and audience. As part of this purchase, DC also began to publish titles under the fledgling WildStorm sub-imprint America's Best Comics[image: External link] (ABC), a series of titles created by Alan Moore[image: External link], including The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen[image: External link], Tom Strong[image: External link], and Promethea[image: External link]. Moore strongly contested this situation, and DC eventually stopped publishing ABC.
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In March 2003 DC acquired publishing and merchandising rights to the long-running fantasy series Elfquest[image: External link], previously self-published by creators Wendy and Richard Pini[image: External link] under their WaRP Graphics[image: External link] publication banner. This series then followed another non-DC title, Tower Comics[image: External link]' series T.H.U.N.D.E.R. Agents[image: External link], in collection into DC Archive Editions. In 2004 DC temporarily acquired the North American publishing rights to graphic novels from European publishers 2000 AD[image: External link] and Humanoids[image: External link]. It also rebranded its younger-audience titles with the mascot Johnny DC[image: External link], and established the CMX[image: External link] imprint to reprint translated manga[image: External link]. In 2006, CMX took over from Dark Horse Comics[image: External link] publication of the webcomic Megatokyo[image: External link] in print form. DC also took advantage of the demise of Kitchen Sink Press[image: External link] and acquired the rights to much of the work of Will Eisner[image: External link], such as his The Spirit[image: External link] series and his graphic novels.

In 2004, DC began laying the groundwork for a full continuity-reshuffling sequel to Crisis on Infinite Earths, promising substantial changes to the DC Universe (and side-stepping the 1994 Zero Hour[image: External link] event which similarly tried to ret-con[image: External link] the history of the DCU). In 2005, the critically lauded Batman Begins[image: External link] film was released; also, the company published several limited series establishing increasingly escalated conflicts among DC's heroes, with events climaxing in the Infinite Crisis[image: External link] limited series. Immediately after this event, DC's ongoing series jumped forward a full year[image: External link] in their in-story continuity, as DC launched a weekly series, 52[image: External link], to gradually fill in the missing time. Concurrently, DC lost the copyright to "Superboy" (while retaining the trademark) when the heirs of Jerry Siegel[image: External link] used a provision of the 1976 revision to the copyright law to regain ownership.

In 2005, DC launched its " All-Star[image: External link]" line (evoking the title of the 1940s publication[image: External link]), designed to feature some of the company's best-known characters in stories that eschewed the long and convoluted continuity of the DC Universe. The line began with All-Star Batman & Robin the Boy Wonder and All-Star Superman, with All Star Wonder Woman and All Star Batgirl announced in 2006 but neither being released nor scheduled as of the end of 2009.[33]

DC licensed characters from the Archie Comics[image: External link] imprint Red Circle Comics[image: External link] by 2007.[34] They appeared in the Red Circle line, based in the DC Universe, with a series of one-shots[image: External link] followed by a miniseries that lead into two ongoing titles, each lasting 10 issues.[32][35]
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In 2011, DC rebooted all of its running titles following the Flashpoint[image: External link] story line. The reboot, called The New 52[image: External link], gave new origin stories and costume designs to all of DC's characters.

In 2014, DC announced an eight-issue miniseries titled "Convergence"[image: External link] which began in April 2015.[36][37][38][39]

On October 22, 2016, AT&T[image: External link] reached a deal to buy Time Warner for over $80 billion. If approved by federal regulators, the merger would bring Time Warner's properties, including DC Comics, under the same umbrella as AT&T's telecommunication holdings, including satellite provider DirecTV[image: External link].
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In September 2009, Warner Bros. announced that DC Comics would become a subsidiary of DC Entertainment, Inc., with Diane Nelson[image: External link], President of Warner Premiere[image: External link], becoming president of the newly formed holding company and DC Comics President and Publisher Paul Levitz moving to the position of Contributing Editor and Overall Consultant there.[40]

On February 18, 2010, DC Entertainment named Jim Lee[image: External link] and Dan DiDio[image: External link] as Co-Publishers of DC Comics, Geoff Johns[image: External link] as Chief Creative Officer, John Rood as EVP (Executive Vice President) of Sales, Marketing and Business Development, and Patrick Caldon as EVP of Finance and Administration.[41][42]

DC licensed pulp characters including Doc Savage[image: External link] and the Spirit[image: External link] which it then used, along with some DC heroes, as part the First Wave[image: External link] comics line launched in 2010 and lasting through fall 2011.[43][44][45]

In May 2011, DC announced it would begin releasing digital versions of their comics on the same day as paper versions.[46]

On June 1, 2011, DC announced that it would end all ongoing series set in the DC Universe in August and relaunch[image: External link] its comic line with 52 issue #1s, starting with Justice League[image: External link] on August 31 (written by Geoff Johns and drawn by Jim Lee), with the rest to follow later on in September.[47][48]

On June 4, 2013, DC unveiled two new digital comic innovations to enhance interactivity: DC2 and DC2 Multiverse. DC2 layers dynamic artwork onto digital comic panels, adding a new level of dimension to digital storytelling, while DC2 Multiverse allows readers to determine a specific story outcome by selecting individual characters, storylines and plot developments while reading the comic, meaning one digital comic has multiple outcomes. DC2 will first appear in the upcoming digital-first title, Batman '66[image: External link], based on the 1960s television series and DC2 Multiverse will first appear in Batman: Arkham Origins[image: External link], a digital-first title based on the video game of the same name[image: External link].[49]

In October 2013, DC Entertainment (DCE) announced that the DC Comics offices would be moved from New York City to Warner Bros. Burbank, California, headquarters in 2015. The other DCE units - animation, movie, TV and portfolio planning - had preceded DC Comics by moving there in 2010.[50]
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Warner Bros. Pictures reorganized in May 2016 to have genre responsible film executives, thus DC Entertainment franchise films under Warner Bros. were placed under a newly created division, DC Films, under Warner Bros. executive vice president Jon Berg[image: External link] and DC chief content officer Geoff Johns. This was done in the same vein as Marvel Studios[image: External link] in unifying DC film making under a single vision and clarify green lighting process. Johns also kept his existing role at DC Comics.[51]
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DC's first logo[image: External link] appeared on the April 1940 issues of its titles. The letters "DC" stood for Detective Comics, the name of Batman's flagship title. The small logo, with no background, read simply, "A DC Publication".

The November 1941 DC titles introduced an updated logo. This version was almost twice the size of the previous one, and was the first version with a white background. The name "Superman" was added to "A DC Publication", effectively acknowledging both Superman and Batman. This logo was the first to occupy the top-left corner of the cover, where the logo has usually resided since. The company now referred to itself in its advertising as "Superman-DC".

In November 1949, the logo was modified to incorporate the company's formal name, National Comics Publications. This logo would also serve as the round body of Johnny DC, DC's mascot[image: External link] in the 1960s.

In October 1970, DC briefly retired the circular logo in favor of a simple "DC" in a rectangle with the name of the title, or the star of the book; the logo on many issues of Action Comics, for example, read "DC Superman". An image of the lead character either appeared above or below the rectangle. For books that did not have a single star, such as anthologies[image: External link] like House of Mystery[image: External link] or team series such as Justice League of America, the title and "DC" appeared in a stylized logo, such as a bat[image: External link] for "House of Mystery". This use of characters as logos helped to establish the likenesses as trademarks[image: External link], and was similar to Marvel's contemporaneous use of characters as part of its cover branding.

DC's "100 Page Super-Spectacular"[image: External link] titles and later 100-page and "Giant" issues published from 1972 to 1974 featured a logo exclusive to these editions: the letters "DC" in a simple sans-serif[image: External link] typeface[image: External link] within a circle. A variant had the letters in a square.

The July 1972 DC titles featured a new circular logo. The letters "DC" were rendered in a block-like typeface that would remain through later logo revisions until 2005. The title of the book usually appeared inside the circle, either above or below the letters.

In December 1973, this logo was modified with the addition of the words "The Line of DC Super-Stars" and the star motif that would continue in later logos. This logo was placed in the top center of the cover from August 1975 to October 1976.

When Jenette Kahn became DC's publisher[image: External link] in late 1976, she commissioned graphic designer Milton Glaser[image: External link] to design a new logo. Popularly referred to as the "DC bullet", this logo premiered on the February 1977 titles. Although it varied in size and color and was at times cropped by the edges of the cover, or briefly rotated 4 degrees, it remained essentially unchanged for nearly three decades. Despite logo changes since 2005, the old "DC bullet" continues to be used only on the DC Archive Editions[image: External link] series.

In July 1987, DC released variant editions of Justice League #3 and The Fury of Firestorm #61 with a new DC logo. It featured a picture of Superman in a circle surrounded by the words "SUPERMAN COMICS". The company released these variants to newsstands in certain markets as a marketing test.[52]

On May 8, 2005, a new logo[image: External link] (dubbed the "DC spin") was unveiled, debuting on DC titles in June 2005 with DC Special: The Return of Donna Troy[image: External link] #1 and the rest of the titles the following week. In addition to comics, it was designed for DC properties in other media, which was used for movies since Batman Begins[image: External link], with Superman Returns[image: External link] showing the logo's normal variant, and the TV series Smallville, the animated series Justice League Unlimited[image: External link] and others, as well as for collectibles[image: External link] and other merchandise. The logo was designed by Josh Beatman of Brainchild Studios[53] and DC executive[image: External link] Richard Bruning[image: External link].[54]

In March 2012, DC unveiled a new logo consisting of the letter “D” flipping back to reveal the letter “C” and "DC ENTERTAINMENT".[55] The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] was the first film to use the new logo, while the TV series Arrow was the first series to feature the new logo.

DC Entertainment announced a new identity and logo for another iconic DC Comics universe brand on May 17, 2016. The new logo was first used on May 25, 2016, in conjunction with the release of DC Universe: Rebirth Special #1 by Geoff Johns[image: External link].[56]
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 Active as of 2017





	
DC[image: External link] (1937–present)

	
Young Animal[image: External link] (2016–present)

	
Wildstorm[image: External link] (1999–2010, 2017–present)





	
Vertigo[image: External link] (1993–present)[57]


	
Mad[image: External link] (1953-present)
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 Defunct





	
All Star[image: External link] (2005–2008)

	
Amalgam Comics[image: External link] (1996–1997; jointly with Marvel Comics[image: External link])

	
DC Focus[image: External link] (2004–2005; merged with main DC[image: External link] line)

	
Elseworlds[image: External link] (1989–2004)

	
First Wave[image: External link] (2010–2011; licensed from Condé Nast Publications[image: External link] and Will Eisner[image: External link] Library)

	
Helix[image: External link] (1996–1998; merged with Vertigo[image: External link])

	
Impact Comics[image: External link] (1991–1993; licensed from Archie Comics[image: External link])

	
Johnny DC[image: External link] (2004–2012)

	
Milestone Media[image: External link] (1993–1997)

	
Minx[image: External link] (2007–2008)

	
Paradox Press[image: External link] (1998–2003)

	
Piranha Press[image: External link] (1989–1993; renamed Paradox Press[image: External link])

	
Tangent Comics[image: External link] (1997–1998)

	
WildStorm[image: External link] Productions (1999–2010)

	
America's Best Comics[image: External link] (1999–2005)

	
Cliffhanger[image: External link] (1999–2004; merged to form WildStorm Signature[image: External link])

	
CMX Manga[image: External link] (2004–2010)

	
Homage Comics[image: External link] (1999–2004; merged to form WildStorm Signature[image: External link])

	
WildStorm Signature[image: External link] (2004–2006; merged with main WildStorm[image: External link] line)





	
Zuda Comics[image: External link] (2007–2010)
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 Licensing partnerships, acquired companies, and studios





	
2000 AD[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1994 to 1996 and 2004 to 2005)

	
20th Century Fox[image: External link] (some properties licensed from 1966 to 1968)

	
All-American Publications[image: External link] (merged 1944)

	
Archie Comics[image: External link] (superhero properties licensed 1991 to 1993 as part of Impact Comics[image: External link], properties licensed again in 2008 to 2011)[58][59]


	
Bad Robot Productions[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2008 to 2010)

	
Charlton Comics[image: External link] (some properties acquired 1983)

	
Columbia Pictures[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1945 to 1968)

	
Condé Nast Publications[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1973 to 1975, 1986 to 1990, and 2010 to 2011)

	
Edgar Rice Burroughs[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1972 to 1977)

	
Epic Games[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2008 to present)

	
Fawcett Comics[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1972, acquired 1991)[60]


	
Filmation[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1976 to 1978)

	
Flex Comix[image: External link] (made investment in 2007; jointly owned with other companies)

	
Hanna-Barbera[image: External link] (merged 1996)

	
Harmony Gold USA[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2002 to 2006)

	
Kenner[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1985 to 1987)

	
Humanoids Publishing[image: External link] (distribution rights for English-language reproductions in America 2004 to 2005)

	
King Features Syndicate[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1988 to 1990)

	
Larry Harmon Pictures[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1972)

	
Lego[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2001 to 2008, 2010 to present)

	
Leisure Concepts[image: External link]/Ideal Toy Corp.[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1968 to 1969)

	
Mad Magazine[image: External link] (legally owned by EC Publications[image: External link], but assigned to DC's corporate control in 1994. Both companies are part of Warner Bros. Entertainment)[61]


	
Martin Manulis[image: External link] Productions (some properties licensed 1960 to 1964)

	
Mattel[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1982 to 1983 and 2012 to present)[62]


	
May Company[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1950 to 1961)

	
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1975)

	
Milestone Media[image: External link] (partnered in 2009)

	
NBC[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1947 to 1960 and 2006 to 2010)

	
Paramount Pictures[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1949 to 1971, 1984 to 1996, and 2000 to 2001)

	
Quality Comics[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1956, later acquired)

	
Revell[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1983 to 1984)

	
Ruby-Spears[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1987, some properties acquired 1996)

	
Tatsunoko Production[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1999)

	
Tower Comics[image: External link] (some properties licensed 2002 to 2012)

	
TSR, Inc.[image: External link] (some properties licensed 1988 to 1991)

	
Warner Bros.[image: External link] (merged 1969)

	
WaRP Graphics[image: External link] (properties licensed from 2003 to 2007)

	
WildStorm Productions[image: External link] (properties acquired 1999)

	
Will Eisner[image: External link] Library (some properties licensed 2000 to 2012)
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 Films




See also: List of films based on DC Comics[image: External link]




	Year
	Film
	Directed by
	Written by
	Based on
	Production by
	Budget
	Gross



	2005
	Batman Begins[image: External link]
	Christopher Nolan[image: External link]
	Story by David S. Goyer[image: External link]

Screenplay by Christopher Nolan[image: External link] and David S. Goyer
	Batman[image: External link]

by Bob Kane[image: External link] with Bill Finger[image: External link]
	Warner Bros.[image: External link] / Legendary Pictures[image: External link] / Patalex III Productions / Syncopy[image: External link]
	$150 million
	$374.2 million



	2006
	Superman Returns[image: External link]
	Bryan Singer[image: External link]
	Story by Bryan Singer, Michael Dougherty[image: External link] and Dan Harris[image: External link]

Screenplay by Michael Dougherty and Dan Harris
	Superman[image: External link]

by Jerry Siegel[image: External link] and Joe Shuster[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Bad Hat Harry Productions[image: External link] / Peters Entertainment[image: External link]
	$204 million
	$391.1 million



	2008
	The Dark Knight[image: External link]
	Christopher Nolan[image: External link]
	Story by Christopher Nolan and David S. Goyer

Screenplay by Jonathan Nolan[image: External link] and Christopher Nolan
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Syncopy
	$185 million
	$1.005 billion



	2009
	Watchmen[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder[image: External link]
	David Hayter[image: External link] and Alex Tse[image: External link]
	Watchmen[image: External link]

by Alan Moore[image: External link] and Dave Gibbons[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / Paramount Pictures[image: External link] / Legendary Pictures / Lawrence Gordon Productions
	$130 million
	$185.3 million



	2010
	Jonah Hex[image: External link]
	Jimmy Hayward[image: External link]
	Story by Neveldine/Taylor[image: External link] and William Farmer

Screenplay by Neveldine/Taylor
	Jonah Hex

by John Albano[image: External link] and Tony Dezuniga[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Weed Road Pictures[image: External link]
	$47 million
	$10.9 million



	2011
	Green Lantern
	Martin Campbell[image: External link]
	Story by Greg Berlanti, Michael Green[image: External link] and Marc Guggenheim

Screenplay by Greg Berlanti, Michael Green, Marc Guggenheim and Michael Goldenberg[image: External link]
	Green Lantern[image: External link]

by John Broome[image: External link] and Gil Kane[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / De Line Pictures[image: External link]
	$200 million
	$219.9 million



	2012
	The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link]
	Christopher Nolan
	Story by Christopher Nolan[image: External link] and David S. Goyer

Screenplay by Jonathan Nolan and Christopher Nolan
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Syncopy
	$230 million
	$1.085 billion



	2013
	Man of Steel[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder
	Story by Christopher Nolan and David S. Goyer

Screenplay by David S. Goyer
	Superman

by Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster
	Warner Bros. / Legendary Pictures / Syncopy
	$225 million
	$668 million



	2016
	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder
	Chris Terrio[image: External link] and David S. Goyer
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger

Superman

by Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment[image: External link] / Atlas Entertainment[image: External link] / Cruel and Unusual Films[image: External link]
	$250 million
	$873.3 million



	Suicide Squad[image: External link]
	David Ayer[image: External link]
	Suicide Squad[image: External link]

by John Ostrander[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / Atlas Entertainment
	$175 million
	$745.6 million[63]



	2017
	The Lego Batman Movie[image: External link]
	Chris McKay[image: External link]
	Story by Seth Grahame-Smith[image: External link]

Screenplay by Seth Grahame-Smith[image: External link], Chris McKenna[image: External link] & Erik Sommers, Jared Stern & John Whittington
	Batman

by Bob Kane with Bill Finger
	Warner Bros. / LEGO System A/S[image: External link] / Warner Animation Group[image: External link]
	$80 million[64]
	$310.7 million[65]



	Wonder Woman[image: External link]
	Patty Jenkins[image: External link]
	Story by Zack Snyder & Allan Heinberg[image: External link] and Jason Fuchs[image: External link]

Screenplay by Allan Heinberg
	Wonder Woman[image: External link]

by William Moulton Marston[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / Atlas Entertainment / Cruel and Unusual Films
	$149 million[66]
	$300 million[67]



	Upcoming films
	Status



	2017
	Justice League[image: External link]
	Zack Snyder
	Story by Zack Snyder and Chris Terrio

Screenplay by Chris Terrio
	Justice League[image: External link]

by Gardner Fox[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / Atlas Entertainment / Cruel and Unusual Films
	
	Post-production



	2018
	Aquaman[image: External link]
	James Wan[image: External link]
	Story by James Wan[image: External link] and Geoff Johns[image: External link]

Screenplay by Will Beall[image: External link]
	Aquaman[image: External link] by Mort Weisinger[image: External link] & Paul Norris[image: External link]
	Warner Bros. / RatPac Entertainment / The Safran Company
	$160 Million[68]
	Filming[69]
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 Critical and public reception






	Film
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic
	CinemaScore[image: External link]



	Batman Begins
	84% (268 reviews)[70]
	70 (41 reviews)[71]
	A



	Superman Returns
	76% (258 reviews)[72]
	72 (40 reviews)[73]
	B+



	The Dark Knight
	94% (317 reviews)[74]
	82 (39 reviews)[75]
	A



	Watchmen
	65% (294 reviews)[76]
	56 (39 reviews)[77]
	B



	Jonah Hex
	12% (145 reviews)[78]
	33 (32 reviews)[79]
	C+



	Green Lantern
	26% (226 reviews)[80]
	39 (39 reviews)[81]
	B



	The Dark Knight Rises
	87% (333 reviews)[82]
	78 (45 reviews)[83]
	A



	Man of Steel
	55% (300 reviews)[84]
	55 (47 reviews)[85]
	A-



	Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice
	27% (353 reviews)[86]
	44 (51 reviews)[87]
	B



	Suicide Squad
	25% (310 reviews)[88]
	40 (53 reviews)[89]
	B+



	The Lego Batman Movie
	90% (247 reviews)[90]
	75 (48 reviews)[91]
	A-



	Wonder Woman
	92% (296 reviews)[92]
	76 (36 reviews)[93]
	A



	Average
	61.1%
	60
	B+



	
List indicator(s)

	A dark grey cell indicates information is not available for the film.
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 Digital distribution




DC Comics are available in digital form through several sources.

Free Services: In 2015, Hoopla Digital[image: External link] became the first library-based digital system to distribute DC Comics.[94]

Paid Services: Google Play[image: External link], Comixology[image: External link][95]
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 See also





	
Batman Day[image: External link] (September 17)

	DC Cosmic Cards[image: External link]

	DC Direct[image: External link]

	List of current DC Comics publications[image: External link]

	List of television series based on DC Comics

	List of video games based on DC Comics[image: External link]

	Publication history of DC Comics crossover events[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ Apocryphal legend has it that in 1961, either Jack Liebowitz[image: External link] or Irwin Donenfeld[image: External link] of DC Comics (then known as National Periodical Publications) bragged about DC's success with the Justice League (which had debuted in The Brave and the Bold #28 [February 1960] before going on to its own title) to publisher[image: External link] Martin Goodman[image: External link] (whose holdings included the nascent Marvel Comics[image: External link]) during a game of golf.



However, film producer and comics historian Michael Uslan[image: External link] partly debunked the story in a letter published in Alter Ego #43 (December 2004), pp. 43–44

Irwin said he never played golf with Goodman, so the story is untrue. I heard this story more than a couple of times while sitting in the lunchroom at DC's 909 Third Avenue and 75 Rockefeller Plaza office as Sol Harrison[image: External link] and [production chief] Jack Adler[image: External link] were schmoozing with some of us … who worked for DC during our college summers.... [T]he way I heard the story from Sol was that Goodman was playing with one of the heads of Independent News, not DC Comics (though DC owned Independent News). … As the distributor of DC Comics, this man certainly knew all the sales figures and was in the best position to tell this tidbit to Goodman. … Of course, Goodman would want to be playing golf with this fellow and be in his good graces. … Sol worked closely with Independent News' top management over the decades and would have gotten this story straight from the horse's mouth.



Goodman, a publishing trend-follower aware of the JLA's strong sales, confirmably directed his comics editor, Stan Lee[image: External link], to create a comic-book series about a team of superheroes. According to Lee in Origins of Marvel Comics (Simon and Schuster/Fireside Books[image: External link], 1974), p. 16: "Martin mentioned that he had noticed one of the titles published by National Comics seemed to be selling better than most. It was a book called The [ sic[image: External link]] Justice League of America and it was composed of a team of superheroes. … ' If the Justice League is selling ', spoke he, 'why don't we put out a comic book that features a team of superheroes?'"
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Greg Berlanti






Greg Berlanti (born May 24, 1972) is an American film and television writer and producer. He is known for his work on the television series Dawson's Creek[image: External link], Everwood, Political Animals[image: External link]; and for his contributions to DC Comics on film and television, including The CW's Arrowverse. In 2017 Berlanti set the record in having 10 different scripted television series planned to air in the 2017–18 television season[image: External link] on various networks and digital platforms.[1]
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Berlanti got his start in television as a writer and executive producer on Dawson's Creek[image: External link] before going on to create two of The WB[image: External link]'s drama series, 2002's Everwood and 2004's Jack & Bobby[image: External link]. He created and produced the 2008 ABC[image: External link] legal drama Eli Stone and the 2012 USA[image: External link] family drama Political Animals[image: External link]. For NBC, he has produced The Mysteries of Laura, an American adaptation of the Spanish television series[image: External link], that premiered September 17, 2014, and Blindspot[image: External link] which premiered on September 21, 2015.[2]

Berlanti directed the 2010 film Life As We Know It, starring Katherine Heigl[image: External link] and Josh Duhamel[image: External link]. He produced the film Pan[image: External link] for Warner Brothers under his Berlanti Productions banner; the film was released October 9, 2015.

In January 2016 The CW ordered the Berlanti-produced television pilot Riverdale based on the characters from Archie Comics[image: External link],[3] which was picked up to series in May 2016.[4] Riverdale premiered on January 26, 2017, and was renewed for a second season on March 7, 2017.[5]
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Berlanti co-wrote and co-produced the DC Comics film Green Lantern, starring Ryan Reynolds[image: External link] as the titular character. As the film was not critically nor financially successful,[citation needed[image: External link]] further planned releases were cancelled. It has since been announced that a rebooted version of the character is in development as a part of the DC Extended Universe[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In May 2016, Berlanti discussed his involvement in a Booster Gold[image: External link] feature film that is currently in development, as producer and possibly as director as well. Zack Stentz[image: External link] is signed to the project as screenwriter.[6]
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In December 2011, it was announced that, along with Andrew Kreisberg and Marc Guggenheim, Berlanti would create, write, and produce a series for The CW based on Green Arrow[image: External link], called Arrow. In May 2012, it was picked up to series and premiered on October 10, of that year. On July 30, 2013, it was announced at the summer TCA tour[image: External link] that Berlanti, Kreisberg, and DC Comics CCO Geoff Johns[image: External link] would be introducing Barry Allen in the second season of Arrow, with the possibility of the character being spun off to his own series. Actor Grant Gustin was cast and made his debut in episode 8, "The Scientist". In November 2013, The CW officially ordered a pilot for The Flash,[7] and in May 2014 the network picked the project up to series with a premiere scheduled for autumn of that year.[8] The Flash premiered on October 7, 2014.

On February 26, 2015, it was announced that Berlanti, along with Guggenheim and Kreisberg, would write/executive produce a spin-off series featuring The Atom (Brandon Routh), Captain Cold (Wentworth Miller), Martin Stein (Victor Garber), and The White Canary (Caity Lotz), for a potential 2016 premiere.[9] The series was ultimately titled Legends of Tomorrow, and it follows the ragtag team of heroes and villains as they travel through time and space on a mission to stop the devious immortal Vandal Savage. The series premiered on January 21, 2016, and was renewed for a second season on March 11, 2016.[10]
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On September 4, 2014, it was reported that Berlanti would executive produce a re-imagining of the origin of Supergirl[image: External link], to be written by The New Normal[image: External link] and Chuck[image: External link] alum Ali Adler[image: External link]. Flash co-creator Johns is also involved with development.[11] On September 19, 2014, it was reported that CBS[image: External link] had made a series commitment to Supergirl. It was also announced that Berlanti would co-write the first episode.[12]

After its first season, the show moved from being shown on CBS to being shown on The CW (the same network where other DC shows The Flash, Arrow, and Legends of Tomorrow air).
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He was born in Rye, New York[image: External link]. His parents are Barbara Moller Berlanti and Eugene Berlanti. Greg has one sister, Dina, and is the uncle of two nieces.[citation needed[image: External link]] He has Italian and Irish ancestry.[13] He described his early life in an August 2004 interview with Entertainment Weekly: "We were Italians in a town of WASPs[image: External link]" and his family was not "doing as well as 90% of the community."[citation needed[image: External link]] The Berlanti Television production logo, which follows each episode of shows he produces, features a family with their backs to the audience and the spoken quote, "Greg, move your head!" This is an homage to Berlanti's father, Gene, who would yell at Greg when he was blocking the television screen. Berlanti graduated from Northwestern University[image: External link] in 1994.[14]

Berlanti has been in a relationship with LA Galaxy[image: External link] soccer player Robbie Rogers[image: External link] since mid-2013.[15][16] On February 18, 2016, Berlanti, and Rogers, welcomed their first son via surrogacy[image: External link], Caleb Berlanti.[17] On December 31, 2016, Rogers and Berlanti announced they had become engaged.[18]
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	Year
	Series
	Director
	Writer
	Producer
	Notes



	1998–2003
	Dawson's Creek[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2000
	Young Americans[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	No
	



	2002–2006
	Everwood
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2004–2005
	Jack & Bobby[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2006–2008
	Brothers & Sisters[image: External link]
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2007–2009
	Dirty Sexy Money[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2008–2009
	Eli Stone
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2010–2011
	No Ordinary Family
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2012
	Political Animals[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2012–present
	Arrow
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2013
	Golden Boy[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2013–2014
	The Tomorrow People
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2014–present
	The Flash
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2014–2016
	The Mysteries of Laura[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2015–present
	Blindspot[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	Supergirl
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	



	2017–present
	Riverdale
	No
	No
	Yes
	



	2017
	Black Lightning
	No
	No
	Yes
	Pilot ordered by The CW
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	Year
	Film
	Director
	Writer
	Producer
	Critical Reception



	Rotten Tomatoes
	Metacritic



	2000
	The Broken Hearts Club: A Romantic Comedy
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	63%[19]
	51 out of 100[20]



	2010
	Life As We Know It
	Yes
	No
	No
	28%[21]
	



	2011
	Green Lantern
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	26%[22]
	39 out of 100[23]



	2012
	Wrath of the Titans
	No
	Yes
	No
	25%[24]
	37 out of 100[25]



	2015
	Pan[image: External link]
	No
	No
	Yes
	26%[26]
	36 out of 100[27]



	2018
	Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda
	Yes
	No
	No
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Marc Guggenheim






Marc Guggenheim (born September 24, 1970)[1] is an American screenwriter, television producer, comic book writer, and novelist. He is best known as the creator of the television series Eli Stone (2008–2009), Arrow (2012–present), and Legends of Tomorrow (2016–present), as well as the writer of the feature films Green Lantern (2011), and Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters[image: External link] (2013).
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Marc Guggenheim was born and raised on Long Island[image: External link], New York.[citation needed[image: External link]] He attended the University at Albany, State University of New York[image: External link]. His brothers are screenwriters Eric Guggenheim[image: External link] and David Guggenheim[image: External link].[2]
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Guggenheim worked in Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], as a lawyer and part-time writer for five years.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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After a romantic comedy[image: External link] script led to a few meetings with producers, he moved to California to pursue a career as a screenwriter. A script for The Practice[image: External link] was his first produced work. He eventually served as a producer for Law & Order[image: External link], Jack and Bobby[image: External link], CSI: Miami[image: External link], and In Justice[image: External link].

With Greg Berlanti, Guggenheim is the co-creator of the ABC[image: External link] show Eli Stone. He later became executive producer of ABC's No Ordinary Family. Guggenheim, together with Berlanti and Andrew Kreisberg, adapted the Green Arrow[image: External link] comics into the television series Arrow, where Guggenheim serves as co-showrunner.
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He served as an intern at Marvel[image: External link] for a time in 1990 for editor Terry Kavanagh[image: External link], and was the colorist[image: External link] for an eight-page Iceman[image: External link]/Human Torch[image: External link] story while there. His writing experiences also include the comic books Aquaman[image: External link] for DC Comics, Wolverine[image: External link] and The Punisher[image: External link] for Marvel, and scripts for the Rare Game Perfect Dark Zero[image: External link]. He wrote Blade[image: External link] for 12 issues with artist Howard Chaykin[image: External link].

In 2006, Guggenheim took over the writing of The Flash[image: External link].[3] Guggenheim's run concluded with the death of the fourth Flash, Bart Allen[image: External link].

In 2007, Guggenheim became one of the rotating team of writers on The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link]. His first story appeared in Amazing Spider-Man #549. He also launched a creator-owned comic, Resurrection, for Oni Press[image: External link].

He wrote the comic book Young X-Men[image: External link] for Marvel[image: External link] which was launched in April 2008, and in 2008 was working on a comic with Hugh Jackman[image: External link] and Virgin Comics[image: External link], Nowhere Man[image: External link],[4] and on Super Zombies for Dynamite Entertainment[image: External link][5] and Stephen King[image: External link].[6]

He wrote the script for the 2009 video game X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link], developed by Raven Software[image: External link], a video game based on the film[image: External link] of the same name.

Guggenheim was intended to take over Action Comics[image: External link] after the War of the Supermen[image: External link] limited series,[7] but was replaced by Paul Cornell[image: External link]. Guggenheim instead worked on Justice Society of America.[8][9]

Guggenheim is Jewish[image: External link].[10]
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	Year
	Title
	Credited as
	Notes



	Writer
	Producer
	Executive producer



	2001
	The Practice[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode), staff writer



	2003
	Dragnet
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2001–2004
	Law & Order[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (8 episodes), executive story editor; co-producer, producer



	2004–2005
	Jack & Bobby[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (4 episodes); supervising producer



	2005
	CSI: Miami[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (3 episodes); supervising producer



	2006
	In Justice[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (1 episode); supervising producer



	2006–2007
	Brothers & Sisters[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (2 episodes); consulting producer



	2008–2009
	Eli Stone
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-creator; writer (5 episodes)



	2009–2010
	Flashforward[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Writer (4 episodes)



	2010–2011
	No Ordinary Family
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (3 episodes); consulting producer



	2012–present
	Arrow
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (27 episodes)



	2015–present
	Vixen
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Writer (1 episode)



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (8 episodes)



	2016
	Trollhunters[image: External link][11]
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Executive Producer; writer
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	Year
	Title
	Credit
	Notes



	2011
	Green Lantern
	Screen story by, screenplay by
	With Greg Berlanti & Michael Green and Michael Goldberg



	2013
	Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters[image: External link]
	Screenplay by
	Based on the novel[image: External link] by Rick Riordan[image: External link]
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	Year
	Title
	Credit
	Notes



	2005
	Perfect Dark Zero[image: External link]
	Writer
	With Dale Murchie



	2006
	Call of Duty 3[image: External link]
	Writer
	With Richard Farrelly and Adam Gascoine



	2009
	Join the Mosaic
	Writer
	



	2009
	X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link]
	Writer
	Based on the film[image: External link] directed by Gavin Hood[image: External link]



	2010
	Singularity[image: External link]
	Written by
	With Lindsey Allen and Emily Silver
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Overwatch (2014)
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X-Men[image: External link] vol 4 #18–22 (with Harvey Tolibao, August–December 2014)

	
Volume 4: Exogenous (tpb, 112 pages, 2015)





	
Squadron Sinister[image: External link] #1–4 (4-issue limited series, June–November 2015)

	
Squadron Sinister (tpb, 141 pages, 2015) collects:

	"No Honor Among Thieves" (with Carlos Pacheco[image: External link], in #1, 2015)

	"The War To End All Warriors" (with Carlos Pacheco, in #2, 2015)

	"New Universal Destruction" (with Carlos Pacheco, in #3, 2015)

	"The Night Falls" (with Carlos Pacheco, in #4, 2015)









	
X-Tinction Agenda #1–4 (4-issue limited series, with Carmine Di Giandomenico[image: External link], June–September 2015, collected in X-Tinction Agenda: Warzones!, tpb, 112 pages, 2016)

	
Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D[image: External link] #1–... (with Germán Peralta, January 2016–ongoing)

	
X-Men: Gold #1-... (April 2017-ongoing)
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 Oni Press





	
Stringers #1–5 (5-issue limited series, with Justin Greenwood, August–December 2015, collected in Stringers Volume 1, tpb, 141 pages, 2016)
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The Infinite Adventures of Jonas Quantum#1–6 (with Freddie E. Williams III, September 2015–February 2016)
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	THE PULSE: Marc Guggenheim at SDCC '06 on Marvel's Civil War[image: External link]
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Wolverine[image: External link] writer

2006
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Andrew Kreisberg






Andrew Kreisberg (born April 23, 1971) is an American television writer[image: External link] and producer[image: External link], and comic book writer. He is best known as the creator of the television series Arrow (2012–present), The Flash (2014–present), Supergirl (2015–present), and Legends of Tomorrow (2016–present).
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Kreisberg graduated from the Boston University[image: External link] College of Communication[image: External link] in 1993.[1]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Career
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 Television




His first job was on the short-lived animated sitcom[image: External link] Mission Hill[image: External link]. He has written for several other series including: Justice League[image: External link], The Simpsons[image: External link], Hope & Faith[image: External link], Boston Legal[image: External link], Lipstick Jungle[image: External link], Eli Stone, The Vampire Diaries, Star Wars: The Clone Wars[image: External link], My Family[image: External link], and Warehouse 13[image: External link].

In November 2015, Kreisberg signed a multi-year deal with Warner Bros. Television, in which he will continue to develop new projects as well as remain the sole showrunner of The Flash, co-showrunner of Supergirl (along with Ali Adler[image: External link]), and executive producer on Arrow and Legends of Tomorrow.[2]
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 Fringe




In 2009, he joined the FOX[image: External link] science-fiction[image: External link]/ horror[image: External link] series Fringe[image: External link] as a co-executive producer and writer. At the end of season one[image: External link], Kreisberg left the show. He co-wrote the following episodes:


	" Midnight[image: External link]" (01.18) (co-written with co-executive producer J.H. Wyman[image: External link])


	" Unearthed[image: External link]" (02.11) (co-written with co-executive producer David H. Goodman[image: External link])
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 Booster Gold




In 2011, Kreisberg was hired to write a pilot based on DC Comics hero Booster Gold[image: External link], for Syfy[image: External link].[3] The script has gone through many iterations and is said to still be in consideration at the network.[4][5]
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 Arrow & The Flash




In 2011, Kreisberg, Marc Guggenheim, and Greg Berlanti began developing Arrow, a re-imagining of the DC Comics comic book character, Green Arrow[image: External link], for The CW. In January 2012, The CW picked the project up to pilot[image: External link].[6] On January 31, 2012, actor Stephen Amell was cast in the title role of Oliver Queen/Arrow.[7] On May 11, 2012, The CW officially picked Arrow up to series. It premiered on October 10, 2012.

In July 2013, it was announced that Kreisberg, fellow Arrow co-creator Berlanti and DC Comics CCO Geoff Johns[image: External link] would be introducing Barry Allen during the shows sophomore year, with the 20th episode serving as a backdoor pilot[image: External link]. Actor Grant Gustin was cast and first appeared in episode 208, "The Scientist".[8] CW brass were so pleased with the handling of the character that they greenlit a full-fledged pilot, foregoing the backdoor version.[9] In May 2014, The Flash was officially ordered to series.[10] It premiered October 7, 2014, to critical and public acclaim.

On February 26, 2015, it was announced that Kreisberg, along with Guggenheim and Berlanti, would write/executive produce a spin-off series featuring The Atom/Brandon Routh, Captain Cold/Wentworth Miller, Martin Stein/Victor Garber, and Caity Lotz, for a potential 2016 premiere.[11]
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 Comics




Kreisberg has written the comic book series Green Arrow and Black Canary[image: External link], Batman Confidential[image: External link]

In 2008, Arcana Comics began publishing Helen Killer, a comic book by Kreisberg with art by Matthew Rice. In it, a college-aged Helen Keller[image: External link] is given a device which allows her to see and hear and which increases her physical abilities, at which point she is hired to protect the President of the United States.

It was announced in July 2014, that Kreisberg and Arrow executive story editor Ben Sokolowski[image: External link] would be taking over the Green Arrow[image: External link] title in October of that year, beginning with issue #35.[12]
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	Year
	Title
	Credited as
	Notes



	Writer
	Producer
	Executive producer



	1998
	Malcolm & Eddie[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2000–2002
	Mission Hill[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2001
	Cousin Skeeter[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2002–2003
	The Simpsons[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (2 episodes), story editor, executive story editor



	2002–2004
	Justice League[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (3 episodes)



	2003–2004
	Hope & Faith[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (2 episodes); co-producer



	2005–2007
	Boston Legal[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (9 episodes); producer



	2007
	The Wedding Bells[image: External link]
	
	Yes
	
	Supervising producer



	2008
	Lipstick Jungle[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2008–2009
	Eli Stone
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (7 episodes); supervising producer, co-executive producer



	2009
	The Vampire Diaries
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (2 episodes); co-executive producer



	2009
	Star Wars: The Clone Wars[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (1 episode)



	2009–2010
	Fringe[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (2 episodes); co-executive producer



	2009–2011
	My Family[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	Writer (2 episodes)



	2010–2011
	Warehouse 13[image: External link]
	Yes
	Yes
	
	Writer (4 episodes); co-executive producer



	2011
	Red Faction: Origins[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	TV movie; with Paul de Meo and Danny Bilson, based on the video game[image: External link] developed by Volition



	2012–present
	Arrow
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (17 episodes)



	2014–present
	The Flash
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (10 episodes)



	2015
	The Oscars[image: External link]
	Yes
	
	
	TV special; with Greg Berlanti & Seth Grahame-Smith & Michael Green



	2015–present
	Supergirl
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (5 episodes)



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Yes
	
	Yes
	Co-developer; writer (2 episodes)
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Phil Klemmer






Phil Klemmer is an American television writer[image: External link] and producer[image: External link].

He is well known for his work on UPN[image: External link]'s Veronica Mars, and for the NBC[image: External link] series Chuck[image: External link].
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 Life and career




Klemmer grew up being kept from media outlets, including most television, saying, "...at a certain point my parents tried to brainwash me into thinking that television was evil. So then I didn't really watch television for the rest of my childhood. I read books and it was terrible. It wasn't until I really was working in entertainment that I actually bought a television and started watching things, so I had a lot of catching up to do." He majored in Classics[image: External link] in college; stating Indiana Jones[image: External link] as being influential in that decision.[1]
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 Early career




He began his career as an assistant to director Michel Gondry[image: External link], on his 2001 comedy Human Nature[image: External link]; as well as serving as cinematographer on Gondry's The Work of Director Michel Gondry. In 2005, he was hired as a story editor on the Kristen Bell[image: External link] fronted series Veronica Mars. He would later go on to serve as executive story editor, writing for fifteen episodes over the course of the shows run.

In 2007, he joined the new NBC[image: External link] series Chuck[image: External link], as producer and writer. It revolved around a hapless computer nerd that inadvertently downloads top-secret info into his brain, and is then exploited by the government. Klemmer rose to be supervising producer, then co-executive producer for the series' last two seasons. He contributed to a total of 14 episodes.[2] While simultaneously holding his position on Chuck, Klemmer also became a co-executive producer and writer for the short lived J.J. Abrams[image: External link] produced espionage drama Undercovers[image: External link]. Writing episodes "Jailbreak" and "The Key to It All".
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 2012-2015




After Chuck's conclusion, Klemmer joined the writing staff of Greg Berlanti's USA[image: External link] miniseries Political Animals[image: External link]; as well as serving as consulting producer. He contributed to installments "The Woman Problem" and "16 Hours". In 2013, he continued his relationship with producer Berlanti, co-executive producing, showrunning, and writing for CBS[image: External link]'s Golden Boy[image: External link]. The series was canceled after one season. Next, he developed a reboot of the British series The Tomorrow People for Berlanti and The CW.[3] And the next season, joined the ABC[image: External link] drama Forever[image: External link], created by Matt Miller, as showrunner and consulting producer.[4] Both shows were cancelled by their respective networks after one season.
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 Legends of Tomorrow




In 2015, Klemmer was brought on the Arrow and The Flash spin-off, Legends of Tomorrow, by creator Berlanti. He will serve as executive producer and showrunner.[5] The series will follow a ragtag crew of heroes and villains that travel through time attempting to foil the maniacal Vandal Savage. When speaking about running the series Klemmer stated, "I really think that seeing Clash of the Titans when I was a little kid...I think that the reason I became a Classics major was because of Indiana Jones. And doing this show, which has that intersection of Vandal Savage...that is my sweet spot, where it's history mixed up with the mystical, mixed up with...time?"[1]
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Victor Garber






For the American politician, see Victor Garber (politician)[image: External link].

Victor Joseph Garber (born March 16, 1949)[1] is a Canadian[image: External link] film, stage, and television actor[image: External link] and singer[image: External link]. He is known for playing Jesus[image: External link] in Godspell[image: External link], Anthony Hope in Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet Street[image: External link], John Wilkes Booth[image: External link] in Assassins[image: External link], Jack Bristow[image: External link] in the television series Alias[image: External link], Max in Lend Me a Tenor[image: External link], Thomas Andrews[image: External link] in James Cameron[image: External link]'s Titanic[image: External link], and Ken Taylor[image: External link], Canadian Ambassador to Iran, in Argo[image: External link]. He is currently a series regular on Legends of Tomorrow as Dr. Martin Stein, playing the same role as a guest star on The Flash and the web series Vixen.
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 Early life




Garber was born in London, Ontario[image: External link], and is of Russian-Jewish[image: External link] descent. His parents were father Joseph "Joe" Garber (died 1995), and mother, Hope Garber[image: External link] (née Bessie Hope Wolf; died 2005), an actress, singer, and the host of At Home with Hope Garber.[2] He has a brother, Nathan, and a sister, Alisa.

Garber began acting at the age of nine, and studied at the University of Toronto[image: External link]'s Hart House[image: External link] at age 16.[3]

When Garber was twelve, he was diagnosed with type 1 diabetes[image: External link]. He attended Ryerson Elementary School. He also was enrolled in the children's program of the Grand Theatre; and, at age 16, he was accepted at a six-week summer theatre training program at the University of Toronto[image: External link] taught by Robert Gill.[3]
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 Career
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 Music




In 1967, after a period working as a solo folk singer[image: External link], he formed a folk[image: External link] group called The Sugar Shoppe[image: External link] with Peter Mann, Laurie Hood and Lee Harris. The group enjoyed moderate success, breaking into the Canadian Top 40[image: External link] with a version of Bobby Gimby[image: External link]'s song "Canada" (1967).[4] Three other Sugar Shoppe songs made the lower reaches of the Canadian Top 100 in 1967 and '68, and the band even performed on The Ed Sullivan Show[image: External link] and The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson[image: External link] before breaking up.[5]
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 Theatre




He played Jesus in Toronto's 1972 production of Godspell[image: External link].[6] In 1985 he appeared in a supporting role in Noises Off[image: External link] at the Aldwych Theatre[image: External link] on London's West End[image: External link].

He appeared on Broadway[image: External link] in the original productions of Deathtrap[image: External link], Sweeney Todd[image: External link] and Noises Off[image: External link], and in the original Off Broadway[image: External link] cast of Assassins[image: External link], as well as the 1990s revival of Damn Yankees[image: External link]. He has been nominated for four Tony Awards[image: External link] and opened the Tony Awards program in 1994 (the year he was nominated for the Tony Award for Damn Yankees).[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1998, he co-starred on Broadway in the Tony Award[image: External link]–winning play Art with Alan Alda[image: External link] and Alfred Molina[image: External link]. In 2005, he played the role of Frederic in the Los Angeles Opera[image: External link] production of A Little Night Music[image: External link]. He played the male lead in a critically hailed Encores presentation of Follies (2007), opposite Donna Murphy[image: External link]. In mid-2007, he played Garry Essendine in a production of Noël Coward[image: External link]'s Present Laughter[image: External link] at Boston's Huntington Theatre[image: External link].[7] He reprised the role in the Roundabout Theatre[image: External link]'s New York production, which opened in January 2010 to generally favourable reviews.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Film




His film work includes James Cameron[image: External link]'s Titanic[image: External link] (1997), in which he essayed a Mid-Ulster[image: External link] accent to play the shipbuilder Thomas Andrews[image: External link]. Other movie appearances include Godspell[image: External link] (1973) as Jesus[image: External link] (the part he originally played in the 1972 Canadian stage production), Sleepless in Seattle[image: External link] (1993), Annie[image: External link] (1999), Legally Blonde[image: External link] (2001), and Tuck Everlasting[image: External link] (2002).[3] In 2009, he took on the role of the DC Comics supervillain[image: External link] Sinestro[image: External link] in the direct-to-video[image: External link] animated film[image: External link], Green Lantern: First Flight[image: External link]. The same year, Garber played a Klingon[image: External link] interrogator in J. J. Abrams[image: External link]' Star Trek[image: External link] film; however, his scenes were deleted from the finished film.[8]

In 2010, Garber had an uncredited cameo in The Town[image: External link] as a bank manager. The film was directed by Alias[image: External link] co-star Jennifer Garner[image: External link]'s husband, Ben Affleck[image: External link]. Also Garber had a credited role in the Ice Quake[image: External link] at the end of 2010. In late 2012, he appeared in Affleck's film Argo[image: External link], about the Iran hostage crisis[image: External link]; Garber portrayed Canadian Ambassador[image: External link] to Iran[image: External link] Kenneth D. Taylor[image: External link]. He also co-starred in 2014 Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link] and Felicity Huffman[image: External link] in the Finnish-British Action Thriller Big Game[image: External link].[9]
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 Television




On television, he has had roles on American and Canadian[image: External link] shows. He had a recurring guest role on CTV's E.N.G.[image: External link] (1991–93). He portrayed Jack Bristow on ABC's show, Alias[image: External link], earning three Emmy nominations. He next starred on the television series Justice[image: External link] (2006) on Fox[image: External link] and ABC's Eli Stone. He appeared as Olivier Roth in four episodes of the Canadian science drama ReGenesis[image: External link]. He appeared in Episode 3 of the Fox series Glee[image: External link] as Will's father. He currently guest stars as Dr. Martin Stein on The Flash and appears as a regular on Legends of Tomorrow. He appeared once on Frasier[image: External link] as Frasier Crane's butler.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Awards and honours




In December 2010, for their annual birthday celebration to "The Master", The Noël Coward Society[image: External link] invited Garber as the guest celebrity to lay flowers in front of Coward's statue at New York's Gershwin Theatre[image: External link], thereby commemorating what would have been Coward's 111th birthday.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2013, he was inducted into Canada's Walk of Fame[image: External link].
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 Personal life




Garber prefers to keep his personal life private and has largely stayed out of the tabloids[image: External link].[2] He referred publicly[image: External link] to his homosexuality[image: External link] in 2012.[10] In 2013, he said "I don't really talk about it, but everybody knows."[11] Garber has been in a relationship with Canadian artist and model Rainer Andreesen since 2000.[10] On October 10, 2015, Andreesen announced on his Instagram page that he and Garber were married in Canada.[12]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1973
	Godspell[image: External link]
	Jesus Christ[image: External link]
	



	1974
	Monkeys in the Attic
	Eric
	



	1981
	In the Research of Path of Life
	Benjamin Lonergan
	



	1988
	Legendary Life of Ernest Hemingway, TheThe Legendary Life of Ernest Hemingway
	Ernest Hemingway[image: External link]
	



	1992
	Singles[image: External link]
	Child's Father
	Uncredited



	I'll Never Get to Heaven
	Eric Hoskins
	



	Light Sleeper[image: External link]
	Tis Brooke
	



	1993
	Sleepless in Seattle[image: External link]
	Greg
	



	Life with Mikey[image: External link]
	Brian Spiro
	



	1994
	Exotica[image: External link]
	Harold Brown
	



	Mixed Nuts[image: External link]
	Irate Neighbour
	Voice role



	1995
	Jeffrey[image: External link]
	Tim
	



	Kleptomania
	Morgan Allen
	



	1996
	First Wives Club, TheThe First Wives Club[image: External link]
	Bill Atchison
	National Board of Review Award for Best Acting by an Ensemble[image: External link]



	1997
	Titanic[image: External link]
	Thomas Andrews[image: External link]
	Nominated—Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]



	Absolution of Anthony, TheThe Absolution of Anthony
	Father Carson
	Short



	1998
	How Stella Got Her Groove Back[image: External link]
	Isaac
	Uncredited



	1999
	External Affairs
	Harry Raymond
	



	2001
	Legally Blonde[image: External link]
	Professor Callahan
	



	Call Me Claus[image: External link]
	Taylor
	



	2002
	Tuck Everlasting[image: External link]
	Robert Foster
	



	Home Room[image: External link]
	Det. Martin Van Zandt
	



	2008
	Milk[image: External link]
	Mayor George Moscone[image: External link]
	Critics Choice Award for Best Acting Ensemble[image: External link]

Nominated—Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]



	2009
	Green Lantern: First Flight[image: External link]
	Sinestro[image: External link]
	Voice role



	Star Trek[image: External link]
	Klingon Interrogator
	Deleted scene



	2010
	You Again[image: External link]
	Mark
	



	Town, TheThe Town[image: External link]
	Assistant Bank Manager
	Uncredited



	2011
	Kung Fu Panda 2[image: External link]
	Master Thundering Rhino
	Voice role



	Entitled, TheThe Entitled[image: External link]
	Bob Vincent
	



	Take Me Home[image: External link]
	Arnold
	



	2012
	Argo[image: External link]
	Ken Taylor[image: External link]
	Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture[image: External link]

Hollywood Film Award[image: External link] for Ensemble of the Year

Palm Springs International Film Festival[image: External link] for Best Ensemble

Nominated—Central Ohio Film Critics Association for Best Ensemble

Nominated—Phoenix Film Critics Society Awards for Best Ensemble Acting

Nominated—San Diego Film Critics Society Awards[image: External link] for Best Ensemble Performance



	Moving Day[image: External link]
	Wilf Redmond
	



	2013
	I'll Follow You Down[image: External link]
	Sal
	



	2014
	Big Game[image: External link]
	Vice President
	



	2015
	Self/less[image: External link]
	Martin O´Neill
	



	Sicario[image: External link]
	Dave Jennings
	



	2017
	Rebel in the Rye[image: External link]
	Sol Salinger
	



	The Gettysburg Address[image: External link]
	William L. Saunders[image: External link]
	Voice role; post-production
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1974
	Jack: A Flash Fantasy
	Jack of Hearts
	Television film



	ABC Afterschool Special[image: External link]
	Christian de Neuvillette
	Voice role, Episode: "Cyrano"



	1975
	Hallmark Hall of Fame[image: External link]
	Marquis de Lafayette[image: External link]
	Episode: "Valley Forge"



	1977
	Best of Families, TheThe Best of Families
	Teddy Wheeler
	Miniseries



	1978
	Tartuffe
	Valere
	Television film



	1983
	Charley's Aunt
	Jack Chesney
	Television film



	1985
	I Had Three Wives
	Jackson Beaudine
	5 episodes



	Tales from the Darkside[image: External link]
	Ambrose Cavender
	Episode: "The Tear Collector"



	Private Sessions[image: External link]
	Jerry Sharma
	Television film



	1986
	The Twilight Zone[image: External link]
	Dr. Kevin Carlson
	Episode: "A Day in Beaumont[image: External link] / The Last Defender of Camelot"



	Roanoak
	John White[image: External link]
	Television film



	Guiding Light[image: External link]
	Det. Frank Minnelli
	Unknown episodes



	1987–91
	Days and Nights of Molly Dodd, TheThe Days and Nights of Molly Dodd[image: External link]
	Dennis Widmer
	10 episodes



	1988
	Liberace: Behind the Music[image: External link]
	Liberace[image: External link]
	Television film



	1991
	Grand Larceny
	Judge Keeler
	Television film



	E.N.G.[image: External link]
	Adam Hirsch
	10 episodes (1991–1993)



	1992
	First Circle, TheThe First Circle[image: External link]
	Lew Rubin
	Television film

Nominated—Gemini Award for Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]



	I'll Fly Away[image: External link]
	Warren
	Episode: "Fragile Truths"



	Powers That Be, TheThe Powers That Be[image: External link]
	Mack Novitz
	Episode: "Oh, Mack"



	1993
	Alex Haley's Queen[image: External link]
	Digby
	Miniseries



	Dieppe[image: External link]
	Lord Louis Mountbatten[image: External link]
	Television film

Nominated—Gemini Award for Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]



	Woman on the Run: The Lawrencia Bembenek Story
	Frank Marrocco
	Television film



	1994
	Kung Fu: The Legend Continues[image: External link]
	Blackwell
	Episode: "The Innocent"



	1995
	Law & Order[image: External link]
	Paul Sandig
	Episode: "Savages"



	Almost Perfect[image: External link]
	Howard Guthrie
	Episode: "You Like Me, You Really Like Me"



	1996
	Hostile Advances[image: External link]
	Jack Gilcrest
	Television film



	F/X: The Series[image: External link]
	Andrew Price
	Episode: "The Brotherhood"



	Outer Limits, TheThe Outer Limits[image: External link]
	Dr. Ben McCormick
	Episode: "Out of Body[image: External link]"



	1997
	Cinderella[image: External link]
	King Maximillian
	Television film



	Liberty! The American Revolution[image: External link]
	John Dickinson
	6 episodes



	1999
	Summer's End
	Narrator
	Voice role, television film



	Invisible Child[image: External link]
	Tim Beeman
	Television film



	Annie[image: External link]
	Oliver "Daddy" Warbucks[image: External link]
	Television film



	External Affairs[image: External link]
	Harry Raymond
	Nominated—Gemini Award for Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role in a Dramatic Program or Mini-Series[image: External link]



	2000
	Love and Murder
	Inspector Philip Millard
	Television film



	Frasier[image: External link]
	Ferguson
	Episode: "Taking Liberties"

Nominated—Emmy Award for Outstanding Guest Actor in a Comedy Series[image: External link]



	Outer Limits, TheThe Outer Limits[image: External link]
	Dr. Edward Normandy
	Episode: "Glitch"



	2001
	Life with Judy Garland: Me and My Shadows[image: External link]
	Sidney Luft[image: External link]
	Television film

Nominated—Emmy Award for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Miniseries or a Movie[image: External link]



	Wandering Soul Murders, TheThe Wandering Soul Murders
	Inspector Philip Millard
	Television film



	Colder Kind of Death, AA Colder Kind of Death
	Inspector Philip Millard
	Television film



	Laughter on the 23rd Floor
	Kenny Franks
	Television film



	Call Me Claus[image: External link]
	Taylor
	Television film



	2001–2006
	Alias[image: External link]
	Jack Bristow[image: External link]
	Main cast (Season 1–5): 105 episodes

Satellite Award for Best Supporting Actor – Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link] (2003)

Saturn Award for Best Supporting Actor on Television[image: External link] (2003)

Nominated—Saturn Award for Best Supporting Actor on Television[image: External link] (2004)

Nominated—Emmy Award for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link] (2002–04)

Nominated—Teen Choice Award for Choice TV Parental Units[image: External link] (2005)



	2002
	Torso: The Evelyn Dick Story
	J.J. Robinette
	Television film



	2003
	Music Man, TheThe Music Man[image: External link]
	Mayor Shinn
	Television film



	It's All Relative[image: External link]
	Jerry / Joffrey
	Episode: "The Doctor Is Out"



	2004
	Will & Grace[image: External link]
	Peter Bovington
	Episode: "Saving Grace, Again: Part 2"

Nominated—Emmy Award for Outstanding Guest Actor in a Comedy Series[image: External link]



	2006
	Justice[image: External link]
	Ron Trott
	13 episodes



	2007
	American Masters[image: External link]
	Narrator
	Episode: "Novel Reflections: The American Dream"



	Ugly Betty[image: External link]
	Professor Barrett
	Episode: "Grin and Bear It"



	ReGenesis[image: External link]
	Oliver Roth
	5 episodes (2007–2008)



	2008
	Eli Stone
	Jordan Wethersby
	26 episodes



	2009
	Last Templar, TheThe Last Templar[image: External link]
	Monsignor De Angelis
	Miniseries



	Everything She Ever Wanted
	Walter Allanson
	Miniseries



	Glee[image: External link]
	Will's Father
	Episode: " Acafellas[image: External link]"



	Nurse Jackie[image: External link]
	Neil Nutterman
	2 episodes



	Rex
	Paul
	Television film



	Web Therapy[image: External link]
	Kip Wallice
	Web series, 8 episodes (2009, 2013–2014)



	National Geographic: America Before Columbus
	Narrator
	



	2010
	Ice Quake[image: External link]
	Colonel Bill Hughes
	Television film



	Republic of Doyle[image: External link]
	Garrison Steel
	3 episodes (2010–2012)



	2011
	Stargate Universe[image: External link]
	Ambassador Ovirda
	Episode: "Seizure"



	Suits[image: External link]
	Phillip Hardman
	Pilot (scenes cut in US release)



	Murdoch Mysteries[image: External link]
	Detective Malcolm Lamb
	Episode: "Tattered and Torn"



	Flashpoint[image: External link]
	Dr. Larry Toth
	Episode: "Fault Lines"

Episode:"Personal Effects" / Episode: "Priority of Life"



	30 Rock[image: External link]
	Eugene Gremby
	Episode: " Respawn[image: External link]"



	Law & Order: LA[image: External link]
	Walter Calvin
	Episode: "Angel's Knoll"



	William & Catherine: A Royal Romance[image: External link]
	Charles, Prince of Wales[image: External link]
	Television film



	Charlie's Angels[image: External link]
	Charles Townsend
	Voice role



	Web Therapy[image: External link]
	Kip Wallice
	Main role, 19 episodes (2011–2015)



	2012
	Big C, TheThe Big C[image: External link]
	Willie Wanker
	Episode: "Family Matters"



	Damages[image: External link]
	Bennett Herreshoff
	3 episodes



	The Firm[image: External link]
	Judge Walter A. Dominic
	Episode: "Chapter 6"



	2013
	Deception[image: External link]
	Robert Bowers
	Main role (11 episodes)



	The Hunters[image: External link]
	Mason Fuller
	Television film



	2014
	The Good Wife[image: External link]
	Judge Loudon Spencer
	Episode: "We, the Juries"



	Sleepy Hollow[image: External link]
	Mr. Crane
	Episode: "Bad Blood"



	Louie[image: External link]
	Louie's Lawyer
	Episode: "Model"



	Blue Bloods[image: External link]
	Donald Stein
	Episode: "Under the Gun[image: External link]"[13]



	2014–2015
	Power[image: External link]
	Simon Stern
	7 episodes



	2015
	Motive[image: External link]
	Neville Montgomery
	Episode: "6 Months Later"



	The Slap[image: External link]
	Narrator
	Miniseries, 8 episodes



	2015–2017
	The Flash
	Martin Stein / Firestorm / Digsy's Husband
	10 episodes

Nominated—Saturn Award for Best Guest Starring Role on Television[image: External link]



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Martin Stein / Firestorm
	Main role



	2016
	Vixen
	Martin Stein / Firestorm
	Voice role, web series, Episode: "Episode #2.1"



	2017
	Modern Family[image: External link]
	Charles Dumont
	Episode: "Do It Yourself"



	The Orville[image: External link]
	
	Recurring role[14]
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 Broadway





	
The Shadow Box[image: External link] – 1977

	
Tartuffe[image: External link] – 1977

	
Deathtrap[image: External link] – 1978 (Tony Nomination)[15]


	
Sweeney Todd[image: External link] – 1979 – as Anthony Hope

	
They're Playing Our Song[image: External link] – 1981

	
Little Me[image: External link] – 1982 (Tony Nomination)

	
Noises Off[image: External link] – 1983

	
You Never Can Tell[image: External link] – 1986

	
The Devil's Disciple[image: External link] – 1988

	
Lend Me a Tenor[image: External link] – 1989 (Tony Nomination)

	
Two Shakespearean Actors – 1992

	
Damn Yankees[image: External link] – 1994 (Tony Nomination)

	
Arcadia[image: External link] – 1995

	
'Art'[image: External link] – 1998

	
Present Laughter[image: External link] – 2010
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 Off Broadway





	
Godspell[image: External link] – 1972

	
Ghosts[image: External link] – 1973

	
Joe's Opera − 1975

	
Cracks – 1976

	
Wenceslas Square[image: External link] – 1988

	
Love Letters[image: External link] – 1989

	
Assassins[image: External link] – 1990 as John Wilkes Booth[image: External link]
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Brandon Routh






Brandon James Routh (born October 9, 1979) is an American actor and former fashion model. He grew up in Iowa[image: External link] before moving to Los Angeles to pursue an acting career, and subsequently appeared on multiple television series throughout the early 2000s. In 2006, he gained greater recognition for his role as the titular superhero[image: External link] of the 2006 film Superman Returns[image: External link]. He also had a recurring role in the TV series Chuck[image: External link], as Daniel Shaw[image: External link]. Following this, he had notable supporting roles in the films Zack and Miri Make a Porno[image: External link] and Scott Pilgrim vs. the World[image: External link]. In 2014, he began a recurring role on Arrow as Ray Palmer/Atom which spun off into a guest role on The Flash and a starring role on Legends of Tomorrow.



TOP
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 Early life




Routh, the third of four children, was born on October 9, 1979 in Norwalk[image: External link], Iowa, the son of Catherine LaVonne (née Lear), a teacher, and Ronald Wayne Routh, a carpenter.[1][2] Routh was raised in a Methodist[image: External link] family,[3] and has English, Scottish, German, and distant Dutch, ancestry.[4][5] Routh grew up in Norwalk, approximately 100 miles (160 km) south of Woolstock[image: External link], the birthplace of George Reeves[image: External link], the first actor to play Superman[image: External link] on television.[1] During his childhood, Routh thought a full-time acting career was unrealistic, citing his small-town background.[1] In his spare time, he played the trumpet and the piano.[1] Routh attended Norwalk High School,[6] where he played sports and participated in music and theatre. He has described himself as a "momma's boy" and not "the most popular kid" during his school years.[7] Routh has also noted that during his younger years, he was fond of the Superman films and comic books.[8]

Routh attended the University of Iowa[image: External link] for a year, aspiring to be a writer.[1] During this time, he modelled and acted in order to earn his tuition fee.[1] Routh has said he was often told that he bore a physical resemblance to Christopher Reeve[image: External link], who had previously portrayed Superman in a film series.[1] His former manager signed him on because of the resemblance, telling him that he thought Routh would be cast as Superman if there was another film in the series.[7]
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 Career
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 Early career




In 1999, Routh left the University and moved to Manhattan[image: External link] and then Los Angeles, where he pursued a full-time acting career, first appearing as an extra in Christina Aguilera[image: External link]'s music video for "What a Girl Wants[image: External link]".[6] He was cast in his first acting role in 1999, in an episode of the short-lived ABC[image: External link] television series, Odd Man Out[image: External link]. In 2000, he had a four-episode role on the third season of MTV's nighttime soap opera, Undressed[image: External link]. Routh subsequently appeared on the WB[image: External link]'s Gilmore Girls (in a February 2001 episode, "Concert Interupptus", playing an attendee of a Bangles[image: External link] concert), and earned steady work on the soap opera One Life to Live[image: External link], playing Seth Anderson from May 23, 2001 until April 17, 2002.
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 Superman




Prior to Routh's casting as Superman[image: External link] in the film Superman Returns[image: External link], Warner Bros.[image: External link] had spent over a decade developing a plan to relaunch the franchise[image: External link] entitled Superman Flyby, with possible stars including name actors Nicolas Cage[image: External link], Josh Hartnett[image: External link], Brendan Fraser[image: External link], Tom Welling[image: External link], Paul Walker[image: External link], Henry Cavill[image: External link] (who eventually became Superman in 2013's Man of Steel[image: External link] and in 2016's Batman v. Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link]), James Marsden[image: External link], Ashton Kutcher[image: External link], Keanu Reeves[image: External link], Will Smith[image: External link] and James Caviezel[image: External link][9] and planned directors including Tim Burton[image: External link], Wolfgang Petersen[image: External link], McG[image: External link], Brett Ratner[image: External link] and Shekhar Kapur[image: External link]. When director Bryan Singer[image: External link] came aboard the project, however, he insisted an unknown actor be cast in the part, in the tradition of the casting of the best-known film Superman, Christopher Reeve[image: External link].

Routh, then 24, had previously already auditioned for director McG[1] and was spotted by Singer after he viewed Routh's videotaped audition.[9] Singer, who since noted Routh as being the embodiment of "our collective memory of Superman,"[10] was impressed by his resemblance to the comic book icon and found the actor's humble Mid-western[image: External link] roots perfect for the role, as well as his "combination of vulnerability and confidence" Singer said reminded him of Christopher Reeve.[6] Singer decided to cast Routh after the two met on August 13, 2004, but did not tell Routh until two months later, when Routh's casting was announced in October 2004,[9] making him an "instant celebrity".[1] Before filming began, Routh bulked up for the role, gaining 22 pounds to reach a high of 218 pounds. Filming for Superman Returns began in Sydney in February 2005. The film was released in the U.S. on June 28, 2006 and impressed most critics, but was a box office disappointment[image: External link], grossing only $200 million in the US compared to its estimated budget of $270 million.[11] Routh was signed on to appear in two potential sequels to the film, but due to mediocre box office results it never happened.

Routh has commented he feared his performance would too closely resemble that of Christopher Reeve. Routh has said that he hopes to "remind people of Christopher while at the same time making them feel like they're seeing a totally new Superman."[12] Reviews of Routh's performance were generally positive, with Newsweek[image: External link] noting he "effortlessly lays claim to the iconic role."[13] On the other hand, film critic Roger Ebert[image: External link] noted that he thinks "Routh lacks charisma as Superman, and I suppose as Clark Kent[image: External link], he isn't supposed to have any."[14]

At the 2006 Spike TV[image: External link] Awards, Routh won the award of "Best Superhero" as Superman in Superman Returns, beating out among others, Hugh Jackman[image: External link] as Wolverine[image: External link].

In August 2008, Warner Bros. officially announced they intended to reboot the Superman franchise. Routh was still set to reprise the role, according to DC Comics president Paul Levitz[image: External link]. In 2009, however, Routh's contract to play Superman in another film expired, but he said at the time that he would like to return if given the chance.[15] However, British actor Henry Cavill[image: External link] was cast to play Superman in the reboot of the series, Man of Steel[image: External link].
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 Subsequent projects




After the release of Superman Returns, Routh signed on to play CIA agent John Clark[image: External link] in Without Remorse[image: External link] under the direction of John Singleton[image: External link] with a screenplay by Stuart Beattie[image: External link]. Routh would be the third actor to portray the character after Willem Dafoe[image: External link] and Liev Schreiber[image: External link]. The film was intended for a late-2007/early-2008 release. However, Paramount Pictures[image: External link] recently put the film into turnaround[image: External link]. Routh's future participation on the project is unknown.

Routh appeared in the ensemble film Life is Hot in Cracktown[image: External link] and the independent drama Fling[image: External link] (formerly titled Lie to Me), co-starring his wife Courtney Ford[image: External link].

Routh was signed to star in The Informers[image: External link], a film based on the Bret Easton Ellis[image: External link] novel of the same name[image: External link]. He joins Kim Basinger[image: External link], Amber Heard[image: External link], and Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link],[16] but his scenes ended up scrapped with the decision to excise the "vampire" subplot from the film entirely.[17]

At Comic Con 2008, it was revealed Routh was to have a cameo in the Kevin Smith[image: External link] comedy Zack and Miri Make a Porno[image: External link] - he instead appeared as a minor character, Bobby Long - and would serve as a judge on Platinum Studios[image: External link]' 2008 Comic Book Challenge[image: External link]. In addition, he has a cameo where he plays himself in the Bollywood[image: External link] film Kambakkht Ishq[image: External link].

In January 2009, Routh was officially cast to play Todd Ingram in Scott Pilgrim vs. the World[image: External link], based on the Scott Pilgrim[image: External link] series by Canadian artist Bryan Lee O'Malley[image: External link]. His character is an arrogant, narcissistic bass player who derives psychic[image: External link] powers from his vegan[image: External link] lifestyle, and is the third of the seven Evil Exes the title character must fight.

Routh plays Daniel Shaw[image: External link] in season 3 of spy series Chuck[image: External link], in a recurring, supporting role. He again played this character in the shows fifth season.

He portrayed Dylan Dog[image: External link] in the 2011 film Dylan Dog - Dead of Night[image: External link].[18] The movie is based on the Italian comic series created by Tiziano Sclavi[image: External link].[19]

On February 22, 2012, it was announced that Routh had been cast in David Kohan[image: External link] and Max Mutchnick's (the creators of Will & Grace[image: External link]), new CBS[image: External link] half-hour, multicamera comedy pilot, Partners[image: External link]. He played Michael Urie[image: External link]'s character's steady partner, alongside David Krumholtz[image: External link] and his Table for Three[image: External link] co-star Sophia Bush[image: External link].[20]

In 2013, Routh voiced David "Hesh" Walker in the video game Call of Duty: Ghosts[image: External link]. Routh has since been appeared in one episode of The Millers[image: External link] and multiple episodes of Chosen[image: External link] and Enlisted[image: External link] in 2014.
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 Arrowverse




On July 7, 2014, it was reported that Routh would once again play a superhero for DC Comics as Ray Palmer/The Atom on The CW's Arrow. He was a recurring character throughout the show's third season, which premiered October 8, 2014.[21]

In January 2015, Arrow's co-creator and executive producer Greg Berlanti stated that they were in the midst of "very early" preliminary talks for an additional spin-off series centered around Ray Palmer/The Atom.[22][23]

In February 2015, it was announced that a spin-off was in development that would co-star Routh as The Atom; along with Wentworth Miller, Victor Garber and Caity Lotz.[24] The show, DC's Legends of Tomorrow[image: External link] premiered in January 2016.
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 Personal life




On August 23, 2006, Brandon became engaged to his girlfriend of three years, actress Courtney Ford[image: External link];[25] the couple married on November 24, 2007, at the El Capitan Ranch in Santa Barbara[image: External link].[26] In March 2012, Routh and Ford announced that they were expecting their first child in the summer of 2012.[27] On August 10, 2012, the couple welcomed a son, Leo James.[28]

Routh knew actor Kal Penn[image: External link], a co-star in Superman Returns, for several years during the time he lived in Los Angeles.[29] Routh and Penn were both also featured in The Lonely Island[image: External link]'s Awesometown[image: External link] MTV pilot music video "The Avon Lady".

Routh's sister, Sara, has a musical track entitled "You're Never Gone" on Sound of Superman[image: External link], the companion soundtrack of the film. Routh is a fan and player of the video game World of Warcraft[image: External link].[30] During the 2008 Presidential Election, Routh spoke at an Iowa rally in support of Democratic candidate Barack Obama[image: External link].[31]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	Karla[image: External link]
	Tim Peters
	



	2006
	Denial
	Man
	Short film



	2006
	Superman Returns[image: External link]
	Clark Kent[image: External link]/ Superman[image: External link]
	Empire Award for Best Male Newcomer[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Best Actor[image: External link]

Saturn Award for Rising Star

Scream Award for Best Superhero[image: External link]

ShoWest Award for Male Star of Tomorrow[image: External link]

Nominated–Scream Award for Breakout Performance[image: External link]

Nominated–Teen Choice Award for Choice Male Breakout Star[image: External link]

Nominated–Teen Choice Award for Choice Movie Chemistry[image: External link] (Shared w/ Kate Bosworth[image: External link])

Nominated–Teen Choice Award for Choice Movie Rumble[image: External link]



	2008
	Fling[image: External link]
	James
	Also co-producer



	2008
	Zack and Miri Make a Porno[image: External link]
	Bobby Long
	



	2009
	Life Is Hot in Cracktown[image: External link]
	Sizemore
	



	2009
	Stuntmen
	Kirby Popoff
	



	2009
	Table for Three[image: External link]
	Scott Teller
	



	2009
	Kambakkht Ishq[image: External link]
	Himself
	Cameo



	2009
	Miss Nobody[image: External link]
	Milo Beeber
	



	2009
	The Informers[image: External link]
	Bruce
	Deleted scenes



	2010
	Unthinkable[image: External link]
	Agent Jackson
	



	2010
	Scott Pilgrim vs. the World[image: External link]
	Todd Ingram
	Nominated–Detroit Film Critics Society Award for Best Ensemble[image: External link]

Nominated–Scream Award for Best Villain[image: External link]



	2011
	Dylan Dog: Dead of Night[image: External link]
	Dylan Dog
	



	2011
	Cost of Living
	Silus
	Short film



	2011
	Number Nine
	John
	Short film



	2012
	Crooked Arrows[image: External link]
	Joe Logan
	



	2014
	Missing William
	James Anderson
	



	2015
	400 Days[image: External link]
	Captain Theo Cooper
	



	2016
	Lost in the Pacific[image: External link]
	Mike
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1999
	Odd Man Out[image: External link]
	Connor Williams
	Episode: "You've Got Female"



	2000
	Undressed[image: External link]
	Wade
	4 episodes



	2000
	Gilmore Girls
	Jess
	Episode: "Concert Interruptus"



	2001–2002
	One Life to Live[image: External link]
	Seth Anderson
	Recurring role



	2003
	Cold Case[image: External link]
	Young Henry Phillips
	Episode: "A Time to Hate"



	2004
	Will & Grace[image: External link]
	Sebastian
	Episode: "A Gay/December Romance"



	2004
	Oliver Beene[image: External link]
	Brian
	Episode: "Dibs"



	2005
	Awesometown[image: External link]
	Officer Dino Wong
	Television short



	2006
	The Batman[image: External link]
	John Marlowe/Everywhere Man[image: External link]
	Voice role; episode: "The Everywhere Man"



	2008
	Fear Itself[image: External link]
	Bobby
	Episode: " Community[image: External link]"



	2010–2011
	Chuck[image: External link]
	Daniel Shaw[image: External link]
	Recurring role, 12 episodes

IGN Award for Best Villain (2010)



	2012–2013
	Partners[image: External link]
	Wyatt Plank
	Main role, 13 episodes



	2013–2014
	Chosen[image: External link]
	Max Gregory
	Recurring role (seasons 2–3), 6 episodes



	2013
	Newsreaders[image: External link]
	Miles Van Cleef
	Episode: "Hedge Fun"



	2014
	The Exes[image: External link]
	Steve
	2 episodes



	2014
	Enlisted[image: External link]
	Brandon Stone
	2 episodes



	2014
	The Millers[image: External link]
	Officer Dixon
	Episode: "Carol's Surprise"



	2014
	The Nine Lives of Christmas
	Zachary Stone
	Television film



	2014–2016
	Arrow
	Ray Palmer/The Atom
	Recurring role, 20 episodes



	2015–2016
	The Flash
	2 episodes



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Main role



	2016
	Lady Dynamite[image: External link]
	Jack Tripper
	Episode: "Jack and Diane"
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	Year
	Title
	Role



	2006
	Superman Returns[image: External link]
	
Clark Kent[image: External link]/ Superman[image: External link] (voice)



	2013
	Call of Duty: Ghosts[image: External link]
	David "Hesh" Walker (voice)
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 Music videos





	
Christina Aguilera[image: External link]'s "What a Girl Wants[image: External link]" (1999)

	
The Lonely Island[image: External link]'s "Part 1: The Avon Lady" (2006)
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Arthur Darvill






Thomas Arthur Darvill (born 17 June 1982), known professionally as Arthur Darvill, is an English actor and musician.[1] He is known for playing Rory Williams[image: External link], one of the Eleventh Doctor[image: External link]'s companions in the television series Doctor Who[image: External link], and as Rev. Paul Coates in Broadchurch[image: External link] (2013–2017).[2] From 2013 to 2014, he appeared in the lead role in the theatre musical Once[image: External link] in the West End[image: External link] and on Broadway[image: External link]. He portrays Rip Hunter in Legends of Tomorrow.



TOP
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 Early life




Darvill's mother Ellie is an actress and during Arthur's early childhood she worked with masks, puppets and live acting as a member of Cannon Hill Theatre, which was based at Midlands Arts Centre[image: External link], and toured Britain[image: External link] and the world. She is also known as the puppeteer and voice behind Why Bird from Playdays[image: External link]. Prior to the birth of his sister, Darvill went on some of the tours, helping with the setting up of the shows. His father Nigel played the Hammond organ[image: External link] for artists including Edwin Starr[image: External link], Ruby Turner[image: External link], Fine Young Cannibals[image: External link] and UB40[image: External link].[3] Darvill attended Bromsgrove School[image: External link] in Worcestershire[image: External link] from 1993 to 2000.[1]
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Darvill joined Stage2 Youth Theatre Company at the age of 10.[3] He was a member from 1991 to 2000 and had an early job on CITV[image: External link] in 2000, presenting the continuity links between the shows; during this time he was billed as Tom Darvill.[4] He left in 2001, founded his own theatre company (called Fuego's Men), and performed in the Midlands.[citation needed[image: External link]] At the age of 21, Darvill moved to London[image: External link] with four friends from youth theatre, each having secured a place at a drama school[image: External link]. They moved into a house in White City[image: External link] together. Darvill trained in acting at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art[image: External link], and is trained in stage combat[image: External link].[3][5]

Darvill made his professional stage debut playing condemned criminal Harrison in Edmund White[image: External link]'s Terre Haute[image: External link], which ran at the Assembly Rooms[image: External link] during the Edinburgh Festival Fringe[image: External link]. His performance was praised by Nicholas de Jongh[image: External link] of the Evening Standard[image: External link] and Susannah Clap of The Observer[image: External link].[6][7] Darvill appeared in Terra Haute's transfer to Trafalgar Studios[image: External link] in 2007.[8] His performance gained him a Best Newcomer nomination at the 2007 Evening Standard Theatre Awards[image: External link].[9]

Darvill played Rob in the 2007 monologue Stacy, in a performance The Times[image: External link] described as "compelling".[10] Later that year, he appeared in the Vaudeville Theatre[image: External link]'s production of Swimming with Sharks[image: External link] with Christian Slater[image: External link], Helen Baxendale[image: External link] and Matt Smith[image: External link] (which gained him a London Newcomer Award nomination).[11]
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 Television and film




In 2008, Darvill made his television debut in the ITV[image: External link] crime drama He Kills Coppers. The same year, he played Edward "Tip" Dorrit in the BBC serial Little Dorrit[image: External link].[12]

Darvill began playing Rory Williams[image: External link], companion[image: External link] to the Eleventh Doctor[image: External link], in the fifth series[image: External link] of the BBC[image: External link]'s science fiction show Doctor Who[image: External link] (reuniting with his Swimming with Sharks[image: External link] co-star Matt Smith). He became a regular character in the sixth series[image: External link], and confirmed that he would be appearing in the seventh series[image: External link];[13] before he and his co-star Karen Gillan[image: External link] (on-screen wife Amy Pond[image: External link]) left in the fifth episode.[14]

Darvill had a minor role as a stable groom in Ridley Scott[image: External link]'s Robin Hood[image: External link], and played Mick Gallagher[image: External link] in Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll[image: External link]. In summer 2011, he appeared in Doctor Faustus[image: External link] at Shakespeare's Globe Theatre[image: External link] in London.[3][5] After his departure from Doctor Who he was cast in the crime drama Broadchurch[image: External link] as vicar Paul Coates, alongside former Doctor Who stars David Tennant[image: External link] and Olivia Colman[image: External link].[15]

In March 2015, it was announced that Darvill had been cast as the time-traveller Rip Hunter in the series Legends of Tomorrow.[16]
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 Other work




Darvill is also a musician and a composer; he has written songs and music for the Bush Theatre[image: External link],[citation needed[image: External link]] and composed the score for Che Walker[image: External link]'s 2008 play The Frontline[image: External link] at Shakespeare's Globe[image: External link].[3] In June 2009, the musical Been So Long[image: External link], based on Ché Walker[image: External link]'s 1998 play, opened at the Young Vic[image: External link] and in September 2013 another collaboration, The Lightning Child[image: External link], opened at the Globe. Darvill had worked with Walker for a number of years since they had first met at RADA, developing the songs and music for the show. The musical was performed at the Latitude Festival[image: External link] in July and had a run at the Traverse Theatre[image: External link] in August. Darvill received a Judge's Discretionary Award from MTM for his music.[17][18] In 2010, Darvill helped promote the solo album of Fyfe Dangerfield[image: External link], playing with him on sessions for Graham Norton[image: External link]'s show and on Xfm[image: External link].[3]

Darvill has undertaken a number of radio and voice projects, including Doctor Who audiobooks[image: External link]. In December 2011, he played Keith Moon[image: External link] for BBC Radio 4[image: External link]'s Burning Both Ends. In 2012, he voiced Gulliver in Radio 4's Gulliver's Travels and Sam in the short film Penguin.[19]

On 19 April 2013 he took over the lead male role of Guy from the musical Once[image: External link], on Broadway, New York opposite new co-star Joanna Christie[image: External link]. The two also made an appearance on the 2013 Tony Awards[image: External link] to perform a number and to present the award for best scenery[20][21][22] Darvill continued the role in the West End production from 17 March 2014 until 10 May 2014.[23]

He collaborated with playwright Sam Holcroft[image: External link] on a musical adaptation of Roald Dahl[image: External link]'s Fantastic Mr. Fox[image: External link] which premiered at the Nuffield Theatre, Southampton, in November 2016.
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 Personal life




Darvill plays the guitar[image: External link] and keyboard[image: External link] and formed an indie band called Edmund in his teenage years, named after Edmund Pevensie[image: External link], his favourite character in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe[image: External link].[3] He enjoys cooking[image: External link] and attending the theatre and music concerts[image: External link]. He collects taxidermy[image: External link].[3] He is close friends with his Doctor Who[image: External link] co-stars Karen Gillan[image: External link] and Matt Smith[image: External link].[24]

Darvill was one of the celebrities, along with Tom Hiddleston[image: External link], Jo Brand[image: External link], E. L. James[image: External link] and Rachel Riley[image: External link], to design and sign his own card for the UK-based charity Thomas Coram Foundation for Children[image: External link]. The campaign was launched by crafting company Stampin' Up! UK and the cards were auctioned off on eBay[image: External link] during May 2014.[25]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2001
	Sooty[image: External link]
	Tom
	



	2008
	He Kills Coppers
	Police constable
	



	2008
	Little Dorrit[image: External link]
	Edward "Tip" Dorrit
	7 episodes



	2010–2012
	Doctor Who[image: External link]
	Rory Williams[image: External link]
	Recurring Role Series 5, Main Role Series 6-7A (27 episodes)



	2012
	The Paradise[image: External link]
	Bradley Burroughs
	1 episode



	2013–2017
	Broadchurch[image: External link]
	Reverend Paul Coates
	Series 1 (2013), Series 2 (2015) and Series 3 (2017)



	2013
	The White Queen[image: External link]
	Henry Stafford[image: External link]
	2 episodes



	2016-present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Rip Hunter
	Main role
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2009
	Pelican Blood
	Cameron
	



	2010
	Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll[image: External link]
	Mick Gallagher[image: External link]
	



	2010
	Robin Hood[image: External link]
	Groom
	



	2014
	Penguin
	Sam
	Short film

Voice
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 Theatre






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1996
	Little Shop of Horrors[image: External link]
	Seymour Krelborn
	Midlands Arts Centre[image: External link][26]



	2006
	Terre Haute[image: External link]
	Harrison
	Wildman Room, Assembly Rooms

Trafalgar Studios[image: External link]



	2007
	Stacy
	Rob
	Arcola Theatre



	2007
	Swimming with Sharks[image: External link]
	Rex
	Vaudeville Theatre



	2010
	Marine Parade
	
	Old Market, Hove, East Sussex



	2011
	Doctor Faustus[image: External link]
	Mephistopheles
	Shakespeare's Globe[image: External link]



	2012
	Our Boys
	Parry
	Duchess Theatre[image: External link]



	2013-2014
	Once[image: External link]
	Guy
	Bernard B. Jacobs Theatre[image: External link]

Phoenix Theatre[image: External link]



	2014-2015
	Treasure Island
	Long John Silver
	Royal National Theatre[image: External link]

National Theatre Live[image: External link]



	2017
	Honeymoon in Vegas[image: External link]
	Jack Singer
	London Palladium[image: External link]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2011
	Doctor Who: The Gunpowder Plot[image: External link]
	Rory Williams[image: External link]
	Voice and likeness
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Caity Lotz






Caity Marie Lotz (born December 30, 1986, San Diego, California[image: External link]) is an American actress, dancer, martial artist practitioner, singer, and model. She is known for her roles as Officer Kirsten Landry in the MTV[image: External link] mockumentary[image: External link] series Death Valley[image: External link] (2011), as Annie in The Pact[image: External link] (2012), and as Sara Lance/White Canary in The CW's series Arrow (2013–present) and DC's Legends of Tomorrow[image: External link] (2016–present).
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Lotz started her career as a dancer, touring with Avril Lavigne[image: External link] and Lady Gaga[image: External link],[1] starring in music videos including Lady Gaga's " Paparazzi[image: External link]" and " LoveGame[image: External link]",[2] David Guetta[image: External link] and Estelle[image: External link]'s "One Love[image: External link]", Selena Gomez[image: External link]'s "Tell Me Something I Don't Know[image: External link]", Faith Evans[image: External link]' " Mesmerized[image: External link]", T-Pain[image: External link]'s " Freeze[image: External link]", JoJo[image: External link]'s "Baby It's You[image: External link]", Cascada[image: External link]'s "Evacuate the Dancefloor[image: External link]", Kaci Brown[image: External link]'s " Instigator (album)"[image: External link] and Wang Leehom[image: External link] "Gai Shi Ying Xiong. Also she was on Dancing with the Stars (U.S. season 8)[image: External link] as Lady Gaga[image: External link]'s back dancer for " LoveGame[image: External link]". The Avril Lavigne[image: External link] tour that she was one was called "The Best Damn Tour: Live in Toronto[image: External link]"

She appeared in adverts for Reebok[image: External link], Jack in the Box[image: External link], and T-Mobile[image: External link], danced in the web series[image: External link] The Legion of Extraordinary Dancers[image: External link], toured with the hip hop[image: External link] theatre production Groovaloo, and stunt-doubled[image: External link] in films including Step Up 3D[image: External link].[3] Lotz is a martial artist[image: External link], with some training in Taekwondo[image: External link], Wushu[image: External link] , Krav Maga[image: External link] , Kali martial arts[image: External link] and Muay Thai[image: External link]. She is also a practitioner of Parkour[image: External link] and Tricking[image: External link].[4]

In 2005, Lotz joined the girl group[image: External link] Soccx. In 2006, the group released their debut single "From Dusk Till Dawn (Get the Party Started)", which was followed up in 2007 by the single "Scream Out Loud", both of which reached the top 10[image: External link] in Germany. Their début album, Hold On, was also released in 2007 and their third single, "Can't Take My Eyes Off You", was released in 2008.[2]

Lotz has modelled for Men's Health[image: External link],[5] Esquire[image: External link], the latter in conjunction with the website Me in My Place.[6]

Lotz did her acting training at Sanford Meisner[image: External link] for 2 years. Lotz began her acting career in 2006 with a small role in the cheerleading[image: External link] film Bring It On: All or Nothing[image: External link]. She followed that up in 2010 with a part in the third episode of Law & Order: LA[image: External link] and a recurring role in the fourth season[image: External link] of the AMC[image: External link] drama Mad Men[image: External link] as Stephanie, Anna Draper[image: External link]'s niece. In 2011, Lotz starred as Officer Kirsten Landry, one of the main characters in the MTV[image: External link] horror[image: External link], black comedy[image: External link] mockumentary[image: External link] series Death Valley[image: External link]. Lotz performs all her own stunts on the show.[3]

In 2012, Lotz had roles in Live at the Foxes Den[image: External link], Battle of the Year: The Dream Team[image: External link] alongside Josh Holloway[image: External link][7] and alongside Casper Van Dien[image: External link] and Agnes Bruckner[image: External link] in the supernatural thriller The Pact,[8] which débuted at the 2012 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link][9] and has been picked up for distribution.[10] Lotz also appears starting in season 2 of Arrow as Sara Lance, a character believed dead who returns as a costumed vigilante known as Canary[image: External link].[11][12]

She is currently starring as Sara Lance/White Canary in Legends of Tomorrow, an Arrow spin-off. She had the lead role in the science fiction film The Machine[image: External link], which had its UK release on March 21, 2014 and had its US release on April 25, 2014.[13][14] In May 2014, she reprised her role as Stephanie in the seventh season[image: External link] of Mad Men. She reprised her role in the highly anticipated series finale of the show, aired on May 17, 2015.
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	Film



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	Bring It On: All or Nothing[image: External link]
	Pacific Vista Cheerleader
	



	2012
	Pact, TheThe Pact[image: External link]
	Annie Barlow
	



	2012
	Cold & Ugly
	Tanya Pavelovna
	Short film



	2013
	Machine, TheThe Machine[image: External link]
	Ava / The Machine
	Toronto After Dark Film Festival Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated – British Independent Film Award for Most Promising Newcomer[image: External link]



	2013
	Battle of the Year[image: External link]
	Stacy
	



	2013
	Out of the Blue
	Dominique
	Short film



	2013
	Live at the Foxes Den[image: External link]
	Susan Hudson
	



	2014
	Pact 2, TheThe Pact 2[image: External link]
	Annie Barlow
	



	2014
	Missed Call
	Kirsten
	Short film



	2015
	400 Days[image: External link]
	Dr. Emily McTier
	



	2017
	Small Town Crime[image: External link]
	Heidi
	






	Television



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2010
	Law & Order: LA[image: External link]
	Amy Reynolds
	Episode: "Harbor City"



	2011
	Death Valley[image: External link]
	Officer Kirsten Landry
	11 episodes



	2012
	NTSF:SD:SUV::[image: External link]
	Mary
	Episode: "Lights, Camera, Assassination"



	2013–2016
	Arrow
	Sara Lance / The Canary
	Recurring (Seasons 2–5; 31 episodes)



	2014
	Stalker[image: External link]
	Melissa Barnes
	Episode: "Love Is a Battlefield"



	2010–15
	Mad Men[image: External link]
	Stephanie Horton
	5 episodes



	2016
	Robot Chicken[image: External link]
	Voice role
	Episode: "Fridge Smell[image: External link]"



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Sara Lance / White Canary
	Main role



	2016
	The Flash
	Episode: "Invasion!"






	Web



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2013
	Burning Love[image: External link]
	Hathwell's date
	Episode: "Burn Baby Burn"






	Video games



	Year
	Title
	Role



	2017
	Injustice 2[image: External link]
	Doctor Randall
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Franz Drameh






Franz Alhusaine Drameh (born 5 January 1993) is an English[image: External link] actor. His film debut was in Clint Eastwood[image: External link]'s fantasy drama, Hereafter[image: External link]. He also appeared in British film Attack the Block[image: External link][1] and the 2014 blockbuster Edge of Tomorrow[image: External link]. He appeared in The Flash, a television series on The CW,[2] and stars in its spinoff, Legends of Tomorrow,[3] playing Jefferson "Jax" Jackson.
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	Year
	Title
	Character
	Notes



	2009
	"Be Good"
	Older Brother
	Short film



	2010
	Hereafter[image: External link]
	Teenager
	



	2011
	"Painkiller"
	Dominic
	Short film



	2011
	Attack the Block[image: External link]
	Dennis
	



	2012
	My Murder
	Marcus
	



	2012
	Now Is Good[image: External link]
	Tommy
	



	2014
	Edge of Tomorrow[image: External link]
	Ford
	



	2015
	Legacy
	Sean
	



	2016
	100 Streets[image: External link]
	Kingsley
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	Year
	Programme
	Character
	Notes



	2007
	Casualty[image: External link]
	Casey Hughes
	Guest star (Episode: "Lost in the Rough")



	2008–09
	Parents of the Band[image: External link]
	Granville
	All episodes



	2012
	Casualty[image: External link]
	Stevie Kingsley
	3 episodes



	2012–13
	Some Girls[image: External link]
	Brandon Taylor
	9 episodes



	2015
	Residue[image: External link]
	Willy G
	3 episodes



	2015
	River[image: External link]
	Bruno
	2 episodes



	2015–16
	The Flash
	Jefferson "Jax" Jackson[image: External link] / Firestorm
	2 episodes



	2016—
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Main role
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Ciara Renée






Ciara Renée Harper (born October 19, 1990), better known as Ciara Renée is an American actress, singer, and musician. She is best known for her roles on Broadway as The Witch in Big Fish[image: External link] and the Leading Player in Pippin[image: External link], as well as portraying Esmeralda of The Hunchback of Notre Dame at Paper Mill Playhouse[image: External link] and La Jolla Playhouse[image: External link]. She starred as Kendra Saunders / Hawkgirl in the CW series DC's Legends of Tomorrow, a spin-off of Arrow and The Flash. Her vocal type is mezzo-soprano[image: External link].
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Renée was born and raised in Harrisburg[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link].[1] She attended Central Dauphin East High School[image: External link] and graduated with a degree in Music Theatre from Baldwin Wallace University[image: External link] in 2013.[1]
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 Career




In September 2013,[2] Renée made her Broadway debut at the Neil Simon Theatre as The Witch in Big Fish[3] after working in a pre-Broadway workshop of Bull Durham.[1] In February of the following year, she was cast in a revival of the musical Pippin, replacing Patina Miller as the Leading Player.[1] Renée guest-starred on Law & Order: SVU[image: External link] in the fall of 2014 on NBC[image: External link].[4] Based on the Victor Hugo[image: External link] novel[image: External link] and animated Disney film[image: External link] of the same name, Renée took on the role of Esmeralda in a musical adaptation of The Hunchback of Notre Dame[image: External link] at the Paper Mill Playhouse in association with the La Jolla Playhouse from March 15 to April 5 of 2015,[5] a performance the NY Daily News described as "earthy and lovely[6]". In March of 2015, it was announced[4] that Renée had been cast as Kendra Saunders / Hawkgirl in The CW's spin-off series DC's Legends of Tomorrow, an expansion of the network's existing universe of DC Comics adaptations. She joins co-stars Caity Lotz, Brandon Routh, Franz Drameh, Dominic Purcell, Victor Garber, Wentworth Miller, and Arthur Darvill. Renée made a special guest appearance as Kendra Saunders on the first season finale of The Flash on May 20, 2015.

In 2016, Renée played Susan in the Off-Broadway revival of Jonathan Larson's autobiographical musical Tick, Tick... Boom![image: External link].[7] The production ran from October 20th to December 18th.[8]
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Ciara is close friends with Big Brother[image: External link] houseguest Meg Maley[image: External link][9] and Survivor[image: External link] castaway and now People[image: External link] Now host Andrea Boehlke[image: External link].[10]
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 Filmography






	Television



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2014
	Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link]
	Señora Perez
	Episode: "Girls Disappeared"



	2015
	The Flash
	Kendra Saunders / Hawkgirl
	4 episodes



	2015
	Arrow
	1 episode



	2016
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Main Role, Season 1



	2017
	Master of None[image: External link]
	Ellen
	Episode: "Le Nozze"
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	Musicals



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2013
	Big Fish[image: External link]
	Witch
	September 5, 2013 - December 29, 2013



	2014
	Pippin[image: External link]
	Leading Player
	April 1, 2014 - September 14, 2014



	2014
	The Hunchback of Notre Dame[image: External link]
	Esmeralda[image: External link]
	October 28, 2014 - April 5, 2015



	2016
	Tick, Tick...Boom![image: External link]
	Susan
	October 20, 2016 - December 18, 2016





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b c d Dunkle, David D. (February 28, 2014). "CD East graduate Ciara Renee gains starring role in Broadway[…]"[image: External link]. PennLive.com §.


	
^ Gioia, Michael (September 5, 2013). "Andrew Lippa and John August's Big Fish Swims Onto Broad[…]"[image: External link]. Playbill.com §.


	
^ "Andrew Lippa and John August's Big Fish Swims Onto Broad[…]"[image: External link]. PlaybillVault.com §.


	
^ a b Andreeva, Nellie (March 30, 2015). "The Arrow/Flash Spinoff Casts Ciara Renée As Hawkgirl"[image: External link]. Deadline.com §.


	
^ Playbill Staff (March 16, 2015). "The Verdict: Read Reviews of The Hunchback of Notre Dame"[image: External link]. Playbill.com §.


	
^ Dziemianowicz, Joe (March 16, 2015). "'Hunchback of Notre Dame' review: Disney's dark […]"[image: External link]. NYDailyNews.com §.


	
^ Clement, Olivia. "Tick, Tick…Boom! Opens Tonight"[image: External link]. Playbill.


	
^ "Tick, Tick...BOOM!"[image: External link]. Keen Company.


	
^ CiaraRenee8 (July 1, 2015). "NBD just watching my GORGEOUS friend Meg on #BigBrother"[image: External link] (Tweet). Retrieved February 9, 2016 – via Twitter.


	
^ murtzjaffer (June 5, 2015). "With the wonderful @caitylotz & @CiaraRenee8 who apparently also knows @andreaboehlke #LegendsOfTomorrow"[image: External link] (Tweet). Retrieved February 9, 2016 – via Twitter.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Ciara Renée[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database






Categories[image: External link]:

	Living people[image: External link]

	1990 births[image: External link]

	Musicians from Pennsylvania[image: External link]

	American television actresses[image: External link]

	American musical theatre actresses[image: External link]

	American mezzo-sopranos[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 29 May 2017, at 04:23.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Ciara Renée: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ciara_Ren%C3%A9e [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Ciara_Ren%C3%A9e [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Early life

	2 Career

	3 Filmography

	4 References

	5 External links





Falk Hentschel






Falk Hentschel (born April 26, 1985)[1] is a German actor, dancer and choreographer. He is mostly involved in American productions and has had supporting roles in movies such as White House Down[image: External link] and Transcendence[image: External link]. His highest profile role to date was the superhero Hawkman, which he portrayed in the Arrowverse shows The Flash, Arrow and Legends of Tomorrow.
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With his parents, Jörg and Martina, and his brother Uwe, he escaped East Germany[image: External link] seven months before the Berlin Wall[image: External link] came down. He was raised bilingually, English and German, and moved around the world all his life.[1]
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 Career




Hentschel worked in London as a professional backup dancer[image: External link] for artists such as Mariah Carey[image: External link], Britney Spears[image: External link], Paulina Rubio[image: External link], Jamelia[image: External link] and others. Later he was hired as a choreographer and worked on many music videos and tours in Canada and Asia.[1]

In 2003, Falk decided to stay in Los Angeles for good and pursue his dream of becoming an actor. He made his acting debut in the Emmy Award[image: External link]-winning show Arrested Development[image: External link] in 2005. Small parts in Journeyman[image: External link] and numerous low-budget films followed.

In 2008, Hentschel decided to create his own projects and wrote the short film Who is Bobby Domino, where he met his production partner Jesse Grace. The two of them went on to write and produce more short films, of which many entered some of the most prestigious film festivals in the world and won numerous accolades.

In 2009, Hentschel worked as a go-go dancer in the piece "Untitled (Go-Go Dancing Platform)" by the artist Felix Gonzalez-Torres in the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles.[2]

In 2009, Falk landed his first big-budget feature film role as Bernhard the assassin, co-starring next to Tom Cruise[image: External link] and Cameron Diaz[image: External link] in Knight and Day[image: External link]. The following year, Falk played the role of drug addict Richard Conway on TNT’s The Closer[image: External link], starring Kyra Sedgwick[image: External link].

In 2011, Hentschel played opposite singer Justin Bieber[image: External link] in the CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link] episode "Targets of Obsession".[3] He also starred in the NCIS: Los Angeles[image: External link] episode "Archangel".[4]

In StreetDance 2[image: External link] (2012), he played a major role as Ash, the leader of a street dance crew that performed at a championship in Paris against a rival crew called Invincible.[5]

In 2014 Hentschel Guest starred in the episode "A Fractured House[image: External link]" of the second season of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] as Hydra mercenary Marcus Scarlotti aka Whiplash[image: External link].[6]

In 2015, Hentschel portrayed the Carter Hall version of Hawkman in the 2016 show DC's Legends of Tomorrow, and also Arrow and The Flash.[7]
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	Television and film roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2005
	Arrested Development[image: External link]
	Hot Cops "Jay"
	Episode: "Queen for a Day"



	2010
	Knight & Day[image: External link]
	Bernhard
	Film; supporting role



	The Closer[image: External link]
	Richard Conway
	Episode: "Off the Hook[image: External link]"



	2011
	NCIS: Los Angeles[image: External link]
	Bradford Harris Elgin
	Episode: "Archangels"



	CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link]
	Timothy Johnson
	Episode: "Targets of Obsession"



	2012
	StreetDance 2[image: External link]
	Ash
	Film; main role



	2013
	Revenge[image: External link]
	Gregor Hoffman
	Episode: "Truth, Part 1[image: External link]"



	White House Down[image: External link]
	Motts
	Film; supporting role



	2014
	Transcendence[image: External link]
	Bob
	Film; supporting role



	Reckless[image: External link]
	Arliss Fulton
	Recurring role, 7 episodes



	Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link]
	Marcus Scarlotti / Blacklash[image: External link]
	Episode: "A Fractured House[image: External link]"



	2015
	The Flash
	Carter Hall / Hawkman
	Episode: "Legends of Today"



	Arrow
	Episode: "Legends of Yesterday"



	2016
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Recurring role; 8 episodes



	Jack the Ripper – Eine Frau jagt einen Mörder
	Frederick Abberline
	Film; supporting role
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Amy Pemberton (British actress)






Amy Pemberton is a British actress, singer, and producer. She is known for voicing Gideon in the television series Legends of Tomorrow[1] and Elaena Glenmore in the Game of Thrones video game[image: External link].[2] She also voiced Slone from Titanfall 2[image: External link] (2016). She also played Private Sally Morgan[image: External link], a companion of the Seventh Doctor[image: External link], in Big Finish Productions[image: External link]' Doctor Who[image: External link] audio plays[image: External link].
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Pemberton is from Stowmarket[image: External link], Suffolk[image: External link].[3] Her father died in 2009.[4]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2005
	Anomaly
	Tea Kelly
	Short film



	2006
	What are the Chances
	Lara
	Short film



	2012
	Storage 24[image: External link]
	Lucy
	



	2015
	Doomsday
	Cassie
	



	2016
	Tom and Jerry: Back to Oz[image: External link]
	Dorothy, The Mouse Queen
	Singing voice (Dorothy)



	2016
	Azure
	Nancy Cole
	Short film



	2016
	Kaufman's Game
	The Girl
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2004
	The Mysti Show[image: External link]
	Snowdrop
	



	2004
	Woolamaloo
	Bonnie
	



	2005
	The Basil Brush Show[image: External link]
	Hollywood Molly
	



	2005
	My Parents Are Aliens[image: External link]
	Louise
	Episode: "Lights, Camera, Assassination"



	2006
	The Commander: Blacklight
	Sadie Carr
	TV movie



	2006
	Grownups[image: External link]
	Alison
	Episode: "Reflectomoz"



	2007
	Casualty[image: External link]
	Jodie Daley
	Episode: "Strangers When We Meet"



	2008
	Doctors[image: External link]
	Gemma Steedman
	Episode: "Family Ties"



	2011
	Odd One In[image: External link]
	Fake Australian
	Episode: #2.2



	2014–2016
	Doc McStuffins[image: External link]
	Fiona / Florence Nightingale
	Episodes: "St. Patrick's Day Dilemma/A Giant Save" & "Let The Nightingale Sing"



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Gideon
	33 episodes



	2016
	Arrow
	Episode: "Invasion!"



	2016
	Suspense
	The Lady
	Episode: "The Smallest Mercy"
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2013
	Marvel Heroes[image: External link]
	Lady Loki / Sif
	Voice, uncredited



	2014
	Game of Thrones[image: External link]
	Elaena Glenmore
	Voice



	2016
	Uncharted 4: A Thief's End[image: External link]
	Additional Voices
	Voice



	2016
	Titanfall 2[image: External link]
	Slone
	Voice
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 Theatre






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	Footloose[image: External link]
	Ariel
	Novello Theatre[image: External link]



	2008-2009
	Jersey Boys[image: External link]
	Lorraine
	Prince Edward Theatre[image: External link]



	2011
	Rock of Ages[image: External link]
	Sherrie
	Shaftesbury Theatre[image: External link]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2011
	House of Blue Fire[image: External link]
	Sally Morgan
	Doctor Who: The Monthly Range[image: External link]



	2012
	Black and White[image: External link]
	Sally Morgan
	Doctor Who: The Monthly Range



	2012
	Project: Nirvana[image: External link]
	Sally Morgan
	Doctor Who: The Companion Chronicles[image: External link]



	2012
	Gods and Monsters[image: External link]
	Sally Morgan
	Doctor Who: The Monthly Range



	2013
	Afterlife
	Sally Morgan
	Doctor Who: The Monthly Range



	2014
	Signs and Wonders
	Sally Morgan
	Doctor Who: The Monthly Range
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Dominic Purcell






Dominic Haakon Myrtvedt Purcell[1] (born 17 February 1970) is an Irish-born Australian actor. He is known for his portrayals of Lincoln Burrows[image: External link] in Fox[image: External link]'s Prison Break[image: External link] and Mick Rory / Heat Wave in CW's The Flash and Legends of Tomorrow.
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 Early life




Purcell was born in Louth village[image: External link], Co. Louth[image: External link], the son of Phil Myrtvedt and Mary T. "Maureen" (née Hassett) Purcell. His mother was of Irish[image: External link] descent and his father was a Norwegian[image: External link] of French descent. In 1972, he and his family moved to Bondi, New South Wales[image: External link], and later to Western Sydney[image: External link].[2] He attended Blaxland East Public School and Blaxland High School, as well as St Dominic's College[image: External link] and McCarthy Catholic College, Emu Plains.[3] He later attended the Australian Theatre for Young People[image: External link] and then enrolled at the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts[image: External link], where he studied with Hugh Jackman[image: External link].[4]
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 Personal life




He has been dating former 90210 star AnnaLynne McCord[image: External link] since 2011. In 2014, the couple announced an amicable split, but rekindled their romance a year later. McCord told People Magazine she came back into his life as a friend when the actor was diagnosed with skin cancer, but the relationship soon turned romantic again.[5] Dominic & AnnaLynne separated again in 2016.

On June 1, 2016, Purcell suffered severe injuries on set in Morocco[image: External link], after a misplaced iron[image: External link] bar used as a Prison Break season 5[image: External link] set piece had fallen onto his head. The actor was immediately airlifted from Marrakesh[image: External link] to Casablanca[image: External link], where he received emergency treatment for nasal fractures and various other injuries. As of June 7, Purcell is recovering, and the filming schedule has been adjusted to minimise disruption.[6][7][8]

He has 4 children from first marriage.
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	Film performances



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2000
	Mission: Impossible 2[image: External link]
	Ulrich
	



	2001
	Scenes of the Crime[image: External link]
	Mark
	



	2002
	Equilibrium[image: External link]
	Seamus
	



	2003
	Visitors[image: External link]
	Luke
	



	2004
	Three Way[image: External link]
	Lewis 'Lew' Brookbank
	



	2004
	Blade: Trinity[image: External link]
	Drake[image: External link]
	



	2006
	Gravedancers, TheThe Gravedancers[image: External link]
	Harris McKay
	



	2007
	Primeval[image: External link]
	Tim Manfrey
	



	2009
	Blood Creek[image: External link]
	Victor Alan Marshall
	



	2011
	Escapee[image: External link]
	Harmon Jaxon
	



	2011
	Straw Dogs[image: External link]
	Jeremy Niles
	



	2011
	Killer Elite[image: External link]
	Davies
	



	2011
	House of the Rising Sun[image: External link]
	Tony
	



	2012
	Bad Karma
	Mack
	



	2012
	Hijacked
	Otto Southwell
	



	2013
	Officer Down[image: External link]
	Royce Walker
	



	2013
	Assault on Wall Street[image: External link]
	Jim Baxford
	



	2013
	Vikingdom[image: External link]
	Eirick
	



	2013
	Breakout
	Tommy Baxter
	



	2013
	Suddenly[image: External link]
	Baron
	



	2013
	Ice Soldiers[image: External link]
	Malraux
	



	2014
	Ganzfeld Haunting, TheThe Ganzfeld Haunting
	Detective Malone
	



	2014
	In the Name of the King 3: The Last Mission[image: External link]
	Hazen Kaine
	



	2014
	Bag Man, TheThe Bag Man[image: External link]
	Larson
	



	2014
	Fighting Man, AA Fighting Man[image: External link]
	Sailor O'Connor
	



	2014
	I Choose
	—
	Short



	2014
	Turkey Shoot[image: External link]
	Rick Tyler
	



	2015
	Abandoned
	Jim
	



	2015
	Gridlocked[image: External link]
	David Hendrix
	



	2015
	Isolation
	Max






	As producer



	Year
	Title
	Notes



	2004
	Three Way[image: External link]
	Associate producer



	2009
	Balibo[image: External link]
	Producer



	2014
	I Choose
	Producer



	2015
	Isolation
	Executive producer



	2017
	Untitled Sunny Garcia Documentary
	Producer



	2017
	Prison Break
	Producer






	Television performances



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1991
	Home and Away[image: External link]
	Constable Rogers[image: External link]
	3 episodes



	1997–98
	Raw FM[image: External link]
	Granger Hutton
	Main role, 13 episodes



	1998
	Moby Dick[image: External link]
	Bulkington
	2 episodes



	1998
	Water Rats[image: External link]
	Alex
	2 episodes



	1999
	Heartbreak High[image: External link]
	Todd Gillespie
	Recurring role, 6 episodes



	1999
	Silent Predators
	Truck driver
	Television film



	1999
	First Daughter[image: External link]
	Troy Nelson
	Television film



	2001
	BeastMaster[image: External link]
	Kelb
	Recurring role, 5 episodes



	2001
	Lost World, TheThe Lost World[image: External link]
	Condillac
	Episode: "The Travelers"



	2001
	Invincible[image: External link]
	Keith Grady
	Television film



	2002–03
	John Doe[image: External link]
	John Doe
	Main role, 21 episodes



	2004–05
	North Shore[image: External link]
	Tommy Ravetto
	Recurring role, 5 episodes



	2004
	House[image: External link]
	Ed Snow
	Episode: "Fidelity"



	2005–09, 2017
	Prison Break[image: External link]
	Lincoln Burrows[image: External link]
	Main role, 90 episodes



	2009
	Prison Break: The Final Break[image: External link]
	Television film



	2011
	Castle[image: External link]
	Russell Ganz
	Episode: "To Love and Die in L.A."



	2012
	Common Law[image: External link]
	John Crowl
	Episode: "Gun!"



	2014–16
	Flash, TheThe Flash
	Mick Rory/Heat Wave
	Recurring role, 5 episodes



	2015
	Superhero Fight Club[image: External link]
	Television short promo video



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Main role






	Video games



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2010
	Prison Break: The Conspiracy[image: External link]
	Lincoln Burrows[image: External link]
	Voice
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result
	Refs



	2007
	AACTA Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Prison Break[image: External link]
	Won
	



	2009
	Inside Film Awards[image: External link]
	Best Feature Film
	Balibo[image: External link]
	Nominated
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Wentworth Miller






Wentworth Earl Miller III (born June 2, 1972)[1] is a British-American actor, model, and screenwriter. He rose to prominence following his role as Michael Scofield[image: External link] in the five seasons of the Fox[image: External link] series Prison Break[image: External link], for which he received a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Actor in a Leading Role. He made his screenwriting debut with the 2013 thriller film Stoker[image: External link]. In 2014, he began playing Leonard Snart/Captain Cold in a recurring role on The CW series The Flash before becoming a series regular on the spin-off Legends of Tomorrow. Miller reprised his role as Michael Scofield for the fifth season[image: External link] of the limited-run Prison Break[image: External link] revival, airing in spring 2017.
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 Early life




Miller was born in Chipping Norton[image: External link], Oxfordshire[image: External link], the son of American parents,[2] Roxann (née Palm), a special education teacher, and Wentworth E. Miller II, a lawyer and teacher.[3][1] His father, a Rhodes Scholar[image: External link], was studying at Oxford[image: External link] at the time of Miller's birth.[4] Miller said in 2003 that his father is black and his mother is white.[5] His father is of African-American, Jamaican, German, and English ancestry; his mother is of Russian, French, Dutch, Syrian, and Lebanese ancestry.[6][7][8]

Miller's family moved to Park Slope, Brooklyn[image: External link] when he was a year old.[4][9] He graduated from Princeton University[image: External link] in 1995 with a bachelor's degree[image: External link] in English literature[image: External link]. While at Princeton, he performed with the a cappella[image: External link] group the Princeton Tigertones[image: External link], and was a member of the Quadrangle Club[image: External link] and the Colonial Club[image: External link].[10]
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 Career




In 1995, Miller relocated to Los Angeles to pursue an acting career.[11] He has stated that his rocky road to stardom "was a long time in the coming and there were a lot of upsets and a lot of failures and roadblocks, but I couldn't walk away from it. I needed it like I needed air, it was just something I had to do."[12] Miller's first TV appearance was as student-turned-sea monster Gage Petronzi on Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link] ("Go Fish[image: External link]", 1998).

Miller's first starring role was in 2002 as the sensitive, introverted David Scott in ABC's[image: External link] mini-series[image: External link] Dinotopia[image: External link]. After appearing in a few minor television roles, he moved on to co-star in the 2003 film The Human Stain[image: External link], playing the younger version of the Anthony Hopkins[image: External link] character, Coleman Silk. He identified strongly with the core dilemma of the movie, about a black man who chooses to "pass" as white. Miller worked extensively on the role, not only in researching Anthony Hopkins, but by embarking on a four-month regimen to accurately portray Silk as a boxer. Also in 2003, he had a minor role in the film Underworld[image: External link], playing a doctor and friend of the character Michael Corvin[image: External link].

In 2005, Miller was cast as Michael Scofield in Fox Network's[image: External link] television[image: External link] drama Prison Break. He played the role of a caring brother who created an elaborate scheme to help his brother, Lincoln Burrows[image: External link] (Dominic Purcell) escape death row after being found guilty of a crime he did not commit. His character had a full upper body (front and back) tattoo[image: External link]. Covering both the front of Miller's torso and his back, along with both arms from shoulders to wrists, the special effects for the tattoo took over four hours to apply. His performance in the show earned him a 2005 Golden Globe Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Actor in a Dramatic Series[image: External link].[13] The show was finished in 2009 after four seasons, but a new nine-episode fifth season[image: External link] was released April 4, 2017 with Miller reprising his role.

Miller appeared in two Mariah Carey[image: External link] music videos[image: External link], "It's Like That[image: External link]" as a party guest and "We Belong Together[image: External link]" as her love interest. Director Brett Ratner[image: External link], who directed the pilot episode of Prison Break, was also signed on to direct the two Carey videos. Ratner decided to use Miller in the videos as well.[14]

In addition, Miller guest-starred in the Season 11 premiere of Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link] as Detective Nate Kendall, a detective from Precinct 24 of the New York City Police Department[image: External link].[15][16] He also featured in Resident Evil: Afterlife[image: External link], the fourth film in the commercially successful Resident Evil film series[image: External link] based on the video game series of the same name[image: External link]; Miller plays Chris Redfield[image: External link], one of the protagonists of the video game series.

Miller wrote the screenplay for the film Stoker[image: External link], as well as a prequel[image: External link] to Stoker, Uncle Charlie.[17] He used the pseudonym[image: External link] Ted Foulke, later explaining, "I just wanted the scripts to sink or swim on their own."[18] Miller's script was voted to the 2010 "Black List" of the 10 best unproduced screenplays then making the rounds in Hollywood.[19] The film is about a teenage girl who must deal with a mysterious uncle following the death of her father. Miller described it as a "horror film, a family drama and a psychological thriller".[20] Although influenced by Bram Stoker[image: External link]'s Dracula[image: External link], Miller has clarified that Stoker is not a vampire story.[20][21] Hitchcock's Shadow of a Doubt[image: External link] also influenced the film but only as a jumping-off point, from which the story takes a different direction.[20] Park Chan-wook[image: External link] directed, with stars Mia Wasikowska[image: External link] as the teenager, Nicole Kidman[image: External link] as the mother, and Matthew Goode[image: External link] as the uncle.[22] The film was released in 2013, and received generally positive reviews from critics.[23]

In July 2014, it was announced that Miller had joined the cast of The CW superhero[image: External link] series The Flash in a recurring role as Leonard Snart / Captain Cold.[24] He made his first appearance in the fourth episode of the first season, and reprised his role on Legends of Tomorrow.[25] These shows reunited him with his Prison Break co-star Dominic Purcell, who portrayed Mick Rory / Heat Wave. Miller exited Legends of Tomorrow as a series regular at the end of season one, but signed a contract with Warner Bros. TV[image: External link] to continue portraying Snart simultaneously on multiple shows in the Arrowverse.[26]

Miller wrote the screenplay for the 2016 horror film The Disappointments Room[image: External link], produced by Voltage Pictures[image: External link] and Killer Films.[27] The film received negative reviews from critics.[28] He is reportedly in negotiations to write the screenplay adaptation of the novel The Story of Edgar Sawtelle[image: External link] by David Wroblewski[image: External link] which is set to be produced by Oprah Winfrey[image: External link] and Tom Hanks[image: External link] among others.[29]
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 Personal life




Miller lives in Vancouver, British Columbia[image: External link], Canada[image: External link]. He has two sisters, Leigh and Gillian. He holds dual British and US citizenship by virtue of his birth in the United Kingdom to American parents.[21]

In 2007, Miller denied to InStyle[image: External link] magazine that he was gay[image: External link].[30] However, he came out[image: External link] as gay in August 2013, when he posted a letter on GLAAD[image: External link]'s website declining an invitation to attend the Saint Petersburg International Film Festival[image: External link] because he felt "deeply troubled" by the Russian government's treatment of its gay citizens (referring to Russian LGBT propaganda law[image: External link] enacted the previous June which banned "propaganda of nontraditional sexual relations").[31][32] Miller wrote that he "cannot in good conscience participate in a celebratory occasion hosted by a country where people like myself are being systematically denied their basic right to live and love openly".[31]

At the 2013 Human Rights Campaign[image: External link] Dinner in Seattle, Washington[image: External link], Miller said he had attempted suicide multiple times as a teenager before coming out as gay.[33] He said: "When someone asked me if that was a cry for help, I said no, because I told no one. You only cry for help if you believe there's help to cry for."[33] He discussed struggling in Hollywood as a closeted actor, and talked about how his involvement in the ManKind Project[image: External link] helped him learn about brotherhood, sisterhood, and being part of a community.[34]

In a 2016 Facebook post, he revealed that he "[had] struggled with depression since childhood. It's a battle that's cost [him] time, opportunities, relationships, and a thousand sleepless nights." He made this emotional post in reaction to a meme of himself which poked fun at his weight gain in 2010. Miller said that his weight gain was due to him finding comfort in food as he was suicidal.[35]

On October 17, 2016, Active Minds[image: External link], a mental health charity, announced that Miller will be Ambassador for the organization.[36]
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	Film performances



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2000
	Romeo and Juliet
	Paris[image: External link]
	Direct-to-video



	2001
	Room 302
	Server #1
	Short film



	2003
	Human Stain, TheThe Human Stain[image: External link]
	Young Coleman Silk
	



	2003
	Underworld[image: External link]
	Dr. Adam Lockwood
	



	2005
	Confession, TheThe Confession
	The Prisoner/Tom
	Short film



	2005
	Stealth[image: External link]
	EDI
	Voice



	2009
	Blood Creek[image: External link]
	German soldier
	Uncredited



	2010
	Resident Evil: Afterlife[image: External link]
	Chris Redfield[image: External link]
	



	2014
	Loft, TheThe Loft[image: External link]
	Luke Seacord
	



	2015
	2 Hours 2 Vegas
	Guy in rally car
	Short film






	As screenwriter and producer



	Year
	Title
	Notes



	2013
	Stoker[image: External link]
	Writer and co-producer



	2016
	Disappointments Room, TheThe Disappointments Room[image: External link]
	Writer






	Television performances



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1998
	Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link]
	Gage Petronzi
	Episode: "Go Fish[image: External link]"



	1999–2000
	Time of Your Life[image: External link]
	Nelson
	3 episodes



	2000
	Popular[image: External link]
	Adam Rothschild-Ryan
	2 episodes



	2000
	ER[image: External link]
	Mike Palmieri
	Episode: " Homecoming[image: External link]"



	2002
	Dinotopia[image: External link]
	David Scott
	Lead role, 3 episodes



	2005
	Joan of Arcadia[image: External link]
	Ryan Hunter
	2 episodes



	2005–09, 2017
	Prison Break[image: External link]
	Michael Scofield[image: External link]
	Lead role



	2005
	Ghost Whisperer[image: External link]
	Sgt. Paul Adams
	Episode: " Pilot[image: External link]"



	2009
	Family Guy[image: External link]
	Jock #4/Popular Kid #2
	Voice, Episode: " Stew-Roids[image: External link]"



	2009
	Prison Break: The Final Break[image: External link]
	Michael Scofield[image: External link]
	Television film



	2009
	Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link]
	Detective Nate Kendall
	Episode: " Unstable[image: External link]"



	2011
	House[image: External link]
	Benjamin Byrd
	Episode: "Charity Case[image: External link]"



	2013
	Young Justice[image: External link]
	Slade Wilson/Deathstroke
	Voice, Episode: "The Fix[image: External link]"



	2014–present
	Flash, TheThe Flash
	Leonard Snart/Captain Cold
	Recurring role, 11 episodes



	2015
	Superhero Fight Club[image: External link]
	Short promo video



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Main role (season 1, 16 episodes)

Special guest (season 2, 4 episodes)






	Music video appearances



	Year
	Song title
	Artist



	2005
	"It's Like That[image: External link]"
	Mariah Carey[image: External link]



	2005
	"We Belong Together[image: External link]"






	Video games



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2010
	Prison Break: The Conspiracy[image: External link]
	Michael Scofield[image: External link]
	Voice
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Result
	Work



	2004[image: External link]
	Black Reel Award[image: External link]
	Best Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	The Human Stain[image: External link]



	2004
	Black Reel Award
	Best Breakthrough Performance[image: External link]
	Nominated
	The Human Stain



	2005[image: External link]
	Golden Globe Award[image: External link]
	Best Performance by an Actor in a TV Series – Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Prison Break[image: External link]



	2005[image: External link]
	Saturn Award
	Best Actor on Television[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Prison Break



	2006
	Gold Derby Award
	Breakthrough Performer of the Year
	Nominated
	Prison Break



	2006[image: External link]
	Teen Choice Award[image: External link]
	Choice TV Actor[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Prison Break



	2006
	Teen Choice Award
	Choice TV Breakout Star
	Nominated
	Prison Break



	2007
	Bravo Otto[image: External link]
	Best Male TV Star
	2nd place
	Prison Break



	2007[image: External link]
	Teen Choice Award
	Choice TV Actor: Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Prison Break



	2008[image: External link]
	Teen Choice Award
	Choice TV Actor: Action Adventure[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Prison Break



	2013
	Fright Meter Award
	Best Screenplay
	Nominated
	Stoker[image: External link]



	2013
	International Online Cinema Awards
	Best Original Screenplay
	Nominated
	Stoker



	2014
	Fangoria Chainsaw Award[image: External link]
	Best Screenplay
	2nd place
	Stoker



	2015[image: External link]
	Saturn Award
	Best Guest Starring Role on Television[image: External link]
	Won
	The Flash
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Matt Letscher






Matthew "Matt" Letscher (born June 26, 1970) is an American actor and playwright, known for his roles as Captain Harrison Love[image: External link] in the 1998 American swashbuckler film The Mask of Zorro[image: External link] and as Colonel Adelbert Ames[image: External link] in the 2003 American film Gods and Generals[image: External link]. He co-starred in the 2016 Michael Bay film 13 Hours: The Secret Soldiers of Benghazi[image: External link], playing Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens[image: External link]. He has also portrayed Eobard Thawne/Reverse-Flash in The Flash and Legends of Tomorrow.



TOP
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 Personal life




Letscher was born in Grosse Pointe, Michigan[image: External link], the older brother to actor Brian Letscher[image: External link]. He attended college at the University of Michigan[image: External link] in Ann Arbor, Michigan[image: External link], where he was a member of the Sigma Nu[image: External link] fraternity and a drama major.[1] He is married[2] with two children.[3]
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 Acting




Letscher got his first professional acting job with a role in Jeff Daniels' The Tropic Pickle, during the second season of Jeff Daniels[image: External link]' Purple Rose Theatre Company[image: External link] in Chelsea, Michigan[image: External link]. Letscher impressed Daniels enough that the veteran arranged a meeting for Letscher with Ron Maxwell[image: External link], the director of Gettysburg[image: External link]. After appearing in a small role, Letscher took advice from Jeff Daniels and moved to Los Angeles. He quickly found work in guest roles on television.[3]

In 1995, Letscher was cast as the naive television writer in the Nancy Travis[image: External link] sitcom Almost Perfect[image: External link], which lasted for a season and a half. He went on to appear as series regular in Living in Captivity[image: External link] in 1998. The same year, he appeared in the film The Mask of Zorro[image: External link] as Captain Harrison Love[image: External link]. He appeared in the miniseries Jackie, Ethel, Joan: Women of Camelot and in the television films King of Texas[image: External link], The Beach Boys: An American Family[image: External link], When Billie Beat Bobby[image: External link], and Stolen Innocence. He also reunited with Daniels in Gods and Generals[image: External link] (the prequel of Gettysburg) and Daniels' directorial effort Super Sucker[image: External link]. Letscher also returned to The Purple Rose Theater in the world premiere of Landford Wilson's play Rain Dance[image: External link].

In 2002, the comedy pilot Good Morning, Miami[image: External link] was picked up by NBC[image: External link] as part of Must See TV[image: External link] Thursday comedy block, but Burke Moses[image: External link] was replaced by Letscher and a second pilot had to be filmed. The romantic comedy sitcom featured Letscher as a smarmy former network anchor who was the primary romantic rival to main character Jake Silver (Mark Feuerstein[image: External link]) for the affection of Dylan (Ashley Williams[image: External link]).[4] Despite the series receiving negative reviews, Letscher and Constance Zimmer[image: External link] were standouts in the series and eventually paired up as a combative couple in the second season. The show was canceled midway though its second season due to low ratings.

His performance in Good Morning, Miami led to him being cast in the lead in the film Straight-Jacket[image: External link], opposite Carrie Preston[image: External link], about a gay Hollywood actor forced to marry a beard in the 1950s.[5] His flair for classical farce also led to him being cast in the leading role of Capt. Jack Absolute in the Lincoln Center theater production of Richard Brinsley Sheridan[image: External link]'s The Rivals[image: External link]. Letscher was praised for his spirited performance and his costar Robert Easton[image: External link] referred to Letscher as "a perfect classical actor."[3]

Letscher was in the cast of Joey[image: External link], and had a recurring role on The New Adventures of Old Christine[image: External link] and numerous guest starring roles. After appearing as a kind neighbor in Alan Ball[image: External link]'s Towelhead[image: External link], Letscher was cast in Eli Stone, as prophet Nathan Stone's kind-hearted older brother. Despite low ratings, the dramedy series had loyal fans and critical acclaim, earning it a second season which included a larger role for Letscher. His work on Greg Berlanti's Eli Stone lead to his arc on Berlanti's Brothers & Sisters[image: External link] as a love interest for the married Kitty Walker[image: External link].

In 2012, Letscher starred in the series Bent[image: External link] and Scandal[image: External link], and was cast in the series The Carrie Diaries[image: External link] as Tom Bradshaw, Carrie Bradshaw[image: External link]'s widowed father, which premiered in 2013.[6][7] He appeared in the 2013 films, Atom Egoyan[image: External link]'s Devil's Knot[image: External link] (about The West Memphis Three[image: External link]) and Spike Jonze[image: External link]'s comedy Her[image: External link], opposite Amy Adams[image: External link].[8] Since 2015, Letscher has been portraying Professor Eobard Thawne/Reverse-Flash, initially in a recurring role during seasons one, two and three of The Flash and reprised his role as a series regular in season two of Legends of Tomorrow.[9]
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 Writing




In June 2007, Jeff Daniels[image: External link]' Purple Rose Theatre Company[image: External link] in Chelsea, Michigan[image: External link], staged the world premiere of Letscher's original play Sea of Fools, a farce set in Joseph McCarthy[image: External link]-era Hollywood[image: External link]. Film director (and infamous HUAC[image: External link] name-giver) Elia Kazan[image: External link] is a character in the play. Daniels initially planned to direct the play but pulled out, allowing Letscher to also direct the play.

In 2009, his play Gaps in the Fossil Record was staged at the Pacific Resident Theater.

In 2010, he co-wrote (with Nipper Knapp and Andrew Newberg) and starred in the comedy pilot Gentrification, which won best writing at the Comedy Central New York Television Festival.
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 Filmography






	Film roles



	Year
	Film
	Role
	Notes



	1993
	Gettysburg[image: External link]
	Young 2nd Maine man
	



	1994
	Not This Part of the World
	N/A
	



	1995
	Prehysteria! 3[image: External link]
	Needlemeyer
	Direct-to-video



	1996
	Power 98[image: External link]
	Eddie
	Voice



	1997
	Lovelife[image: External link]
	Danny
	



	1998
	Mask of Zorro, TheThe Mask of Zorro[image: External link]
	Captain Harrison Love[image: External link]
	Nominated—Blockbuster Entertainment Award[image: External link] for Best Villain



	2000
	John John in the Sky
	John Clairborne
	



	2002
	Super Sucker[image: External link]
	Howard Butterworth
	



	2003
	Gods and Generals[image: External link]
	Colonel Adelbert Ames[image: External link]
	



	2003
	Identity[image: External link]
	Greg
	



	2004
	Straight-Jacket[image: External link]
	Guy Stone
	



	2005
	Madison[image: External link]
	Owen
	



	2005
	Heart of the Beholder[image: External link]
	Mike Howard
	



	2007
	Towelhead[image: External link]
	Gil Hines
	



	2010
	Radio Free Albemuth[image: External link]
	Mr. Brady
	



	2013
	Devil's Knot[image: External link]
	Paul Ford
	



	2013
	Her[image: External link]
	Charles
	



	2014
	Teacher of the Year[image: External link]
	Mitch Carter
	



	2015
	Day Out of Days[image: External link]
	Jason
	



	2016
	13 Hours: The Secret Soldiers of Benghazi[image: External link]
	Ambassador Chris Stevens[image: External link]
	






	Television roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1993
	Saved by the Bell: The College Years[image: External link]
	Rick
	Episode: "Rush Week"



	1994
	Silk Stalkings[image: External link]
	Harley Eastlake
	Episode: "Head 'N' Tail"



	1994
	Dr. Quinn, Medicine Woman[image: External link]
	Tom Jennings
	Episode: "Life and Death"



	1994
	Larry Sanders Show, TheThe Larry Sanders Show[image: External link]
	Daniel Palmer
	Episode: "The Fourteenth Floor"



	1994
	Ellen[image: External link]
	Steve Morgan
	Episode: "The Toast"



	1994
	Long Shadows
	Nathan
	Television film



	1995
	Vanishing Son[image: External link]
	N/A
	Episode: "Holy Ghosts"



	1995
	Watcher, TheThe Watcher[image: External link]
	N/A
	Episode: "Heartburned"



	1995
	Silk Stalkings
	Jeff Chadwick
	Episode: "I Know What Scares You"



	1995
	Stolen Innocence
	Eddie
	Television film



	1995–1997
	Almost Perfect[image: External link]
	Rob Paley
	Main role; 34 episodes



	1998
	Living in Captivity[image: External link]
	Will Marek
	Main role; 7 episodes



	1999
	NYPD Blue[image: External link]
	Witness
	Episode: "What's Up, Chuck?"



	1999
	Love, American Style[image: External link]
	Ned
	Episode: "Love in the Old South"



	2000
	Beach Boys: An American Family, TheThe Beach Boys: An American Family[image: External link]
	Mike Love[image: External link]
	Television film



	2001
	Jackie, Ethel, Joan: The Women of Camelot
	Ted Kennedy
	Miniseries; 2 episodes



	2001
	When Billie Beat Bobby[image: External link]
	Larry King
	Television film



	2002
	Providence[image: External link]
	Kevin Norris
	3 episodes



	2002
	King of Texas[image: External link]
	Emmett Westover
	Television film



	2002–2003
	Good Morning, Miami[image: External link]
	Gavin Stone
	Main role; 31 episodes



	2004–2005
	Joey[image: External link]
	Eric Garrett
	5 episodes



	2005
	Criminal Minds[image: External link]
	Vincent Shyer
	Episode: "Broken Mirror"



	2006–2007
	New Adventures of Old Christine, TheThe New Adventures of Old Christine[image: External link]
	Burton Schaefer
	5 episodes



	2006
	West Wing, TheThe West Wing[image: External link]
	Peter Blake
	Episode: "Welcome to Wherever You Are[image: External link]"



	2006
	Saved[image: External link]
	Robbie Cole
	Episode: "Family"



	2006
	Justice[image: External link]
	Will Bechtel
	Episode: "Shark Week"



	2007
	Boston Legal[image: External link]
	A.D.A Adam Mersel
	Episode: "Angel of Death"



	2007
	CSI: Miami[image: External link]
	Dr. Mike Lasker
	Episode: "Broken Home[image: External link]"



	2008–2009
	Eli Stone
	Nathan Stone
	Main role; 21 episodes



	2009–2010
	Brothers & Sisters[image: External link]
	Alec Tyler
	5 episodes



	2009
	Entourage[image: External link]
	Dan Coakley
	3 episodes



	2009
	Medium[image: External link]
	Dr. Erik Westphal
	Episode: "You Give Me Fever"



	2010
	Drop Dead Diva[image: External link]
	A.J. Fowler
	Episode: "Good Grief"



	2010
	Amish Grace[image: External link]
	Gideon Graber
	Television film



	2011
	Good Wife, TheThe Good Wife[image: External link]
	Adam Boras
	Episode: "Two Courts"



	2011
	Pound Puppies[image: External link]
	Hunky man, ticket seller, Ref
	Voice; episode: "Quintuplets"



	2012
	Bent[image: External link]
	Ben
	5 episodes



	2012–2013
	Scandal[image: External link]
	Billy Chambers
	8 episodes



	2013–2014
	Carrie Diaries, TheThe Carrie Diaries
	Tom Bradshaw
	Main role; 26 episodes



	2014
	Boardwalk Empire[image: External link]
	Joseph P. Kennedy
	4 episodes



	2014–2015
	Castle[image: External link]
	Henry Jenkins
	3 episodes



	2014
	CSI: Crime Scene Investigation[image: External link]
	Major Bernard Mills
	Episode: "Angle of Attack"



	2015
	Exes, TheThe Exes[image: External link]
	Charles Hayward
	2 episodes



	2015–2016
	Flash, TheThe Flash
	Eobard Thawne/Reverse-Flash
	Recurring role; 5 episodes



	2016–2017
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Eobard Thawne/Reverse-Flash
	Main role (season 2)



	2017
	Hell's Kitchen[image: External link]
	Himself
	Dining room guest; Episode: "Tequila Shots?"






	Web series roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2009
	Hustler, TheThe Hustler
	Dad
	Episode: "Piñata Hustler"



	2014–2016
	One & Done
	Matthew
	Main role; 7 episodes

Also co-creator, writer, director, and producer






	Video game roles



	Year
	Title
	Role



	2010
	BioShock 2[image: External link]
	Additional voices – Minerva's Den[image: External link]
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 Theater






	As an actor



	Year
	Play
	Role
	Theater/Company



	1992
	Tropical Pickle, TheThe Tropical Pickle
	Birmingham
	Purple Rose Theatre (regional)



	1993
	Seagull, TheThe Seagull
	
	Fountain Theater (regional)



	1995
	Sisters, TheThe Sisters
	David Turzin
	Fountain Theater (regional)



	1997–1998
	Proposals[image: External link]
	Ray
	Broadhurst Theater[image: External link] ( Broadway[image: External link])



	1999
	Absolution
	David
	Los Angeles Court Theater (regional)



	2000
	Love's Labour's Lost[image: External link]
	Berowne
	Old Globe Theater (regional)



	2000
	Tonight at 8:30[image: External link]
	Toby Cartwright
	Pacific Resident Theater (regional)



	2001
	Rain Dance
	Hank
	Purple Rose Theatre (regional)



	2002
	On Approval[image: External link]
	George
	Pacific Resident Theater (regional)



	2004–2005
	Rivals, TheThe Rivals[image: External link]
	Captain Jack Absolute
	Lincoln Center (Broadway)



	2006
	Double Double
	Duncan
	Williamson Theater Festival (regional)



	2006
	Ridiculous Fraud
	Kap
	South Coast Repatory (regional)



	2007
	Anatol
	Anatol
	Pacific Resident Theater (regional), Los Angeles Drama Desk Award-Lead Performance



	2008
	What We Have
	Jonas
	South Coast Repatory (regional)



	2010
	In a Garden
	Hacket
	South Coast Repertory (regional)



	2010
	Language Archive, TheThe Language Archive
	George
	Roundabout Theater Company (Off-Broadway)






	As a playwright



	Year
	Play
	Theater/Company



	2007
	Sea of Fools
	Purple Rose Theater (regional)



	2009
	Gaps in the Fossil Record
	Pacific Resident Theatre (regional)
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Maisie Richardson-Sellers






Maisie Richardson-Sellers (born 2 March 1992[citation needed[image: External link]]) is an English[image: External link] actress. She is known for her recurring role as Rebekah Mikaelson/Eva Sinclair in the second season of the CW series The Originals, and for her starring roles as Michal[image: External link] the daughter of King Saul of Israel[image: External link] in the 2016 ABC[image: External link] Biblical television series Of Kings and Prophets[image: External link] and as Amaya on the CW television superhero series Legends of Tomorrow.
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Coming from a family of stage actors, Richardson-Sellers started acting from a young age.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 2013, Richardson-Sellers graduated, with degrees in Archaeology and Anthropology, from University of Oxford[image: External link], where she participated in and directed several plays, including Mephisto, Chatroom, and There Will Be Red.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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After graduating university, she started auditioning and landed her very first role in the highly anticipated Star Wars sequel Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link],[1][2] in the cameo role of Korr Sella.[3]

After wrapping filming for her The Force Awakens role, Richardson-Sellers booked her second role as Rebekah Mikaelson[image: External link] in the CW series The Originals in 2014, where the character of Rebekah inhabits a different body after a spell gone wrong.[4] Executive Producer Michael Narducci described her performance as having "an incredibly strong sparkle” and “there’s a great beauty – not only with physical beauty but there’s a great inner beauty – that comes up in her performance. There’s also just this incredible strength."[5]

In early March 2015, it was announced that Richardson-Sellers would play a starring role in Of Kings and Prophets[image: External link], an ABC drama series that would be filmed in South Africa[image: External link].[6] In June 2016, it was reported that Richardson-Sellers would be playing Amaya Jiwe/Vixen on the second season of the CW series Legends of Tomorrow, who is the grandmother of the titular character in the CW Seed[image: External link] animated series Vixen.[7]
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	Film roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2012
	Our First World
	N/A
	Short film



	2013
	Americano and Rum
	Ellie
	Short film



	2015
	Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link]
	Korr Sella
	Cameo[3]






	Television roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2014–2015, 2017
	The Originals[image: External link]
	Rebekah Mikaelson / Eva Sinclair
	Recurring role, 14 episodes



	2016
	Of Kings and Prophets[image: External link]
	Michal[image: External link]
	Main role



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Amaya Jiwe (Vixen)
	Main role (season 2)
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Nick Zano






Nick Zano (born March 8, 1978) is an American actor and producer. He is best known for having played Vince[image: External link] in The WB[image: External link]'s sitcom What I Like About You[image: External link]. He got his big break on MTV[image: External link], where he hosted that network's former infotainment[image: External link] program about the film industry, Movie House, and briefly worked as an MTV News[image: External link] correspondent before he began an acting career. His recurring roles on television include Drew Pragin on Melrose Place, Josh on Cougar Town[image: External link], Pete on Happy Endings[image: External link], P.J. Hillingsbrook on 90210, and Johnny on 2 Broke Girls[image: External link]. He also starred as a lead on the NBC[image: External link] sitcom One Big Happy[image: External link] and as Arthur in the TV series Minority Report[image: External link]. He currently stars as Dr. Nate Heywood/Steel[image: External link] on The CW show Legends of Tomorrow.[1]
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Zano was born in Nutley, New Jersey[image: External link].[2] He lived in Florida[image: External link] as a child. While attending Wellington High School[image: External link] he was active in the drama and television departments. Throughout his junior and senior years, he and his classmates produced a weekly off-beat skit comedy show that aired on the school's television station. While working on the show, Zano also wrote, starred in and directed student films that made their way to the JVC[image: External link] Universal Film Competition, a festival in which over 800 local high schools participate.[3]
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Shortly after graduating from high school, Zano moved to Hanover, Pennsylvania[image: External link], and landed a job developing films and television projects for a small production company.[4] During that time, he also was the associate producer for Living Position, a World AIDS Day[image: External link] television special hosted by Lou Diamond Phillips[image: External link]. While selling shoes in a trendy Los Angeles boutique, a customer went back to her office and told her supervisors she'd just met a man who would be a wonderful on-air personality. The woman was an employee at MTV, which led to Zano's hosting job of MTV's Movie House.[5] In 2003, he landed the role of Vince in The WB[image: External link]'s sitcom What I Like About You[image: External link], starring Amanda Bynes[image: External link] and Jennie Garth[image: External link].[6] Zano made his first appearance in the second season and remained until the fourth and final season, which ended April 24, 2006. Afterwards, he went on to host and executive produce his MTV reality show Why Can't I Be You?[image: External link].[7]

The following year, Zano appeared alongside Haylie Duff[image: External link] and Frankie Muniz[image: External link] in the independent romantic comedy My Sexiest Year[image: External link].[8] The film, which received mixed reviews, had its world premiere at the 2007 Hamptons International Film Festival[image: External link]. In 2008 he appeared in a supporting role opposite Drake Bell[image: External link] in MGM[image: External link]'s teen comedy film College[image: External link].[9] Zano also appeared in Beverly Hills Chihuahua[image: External link] and Joy Ride 2: Dead Ahead[image: External link] later that year.[10][11] In 2009, Zano co-starred in The Final Destination[image: External link], the fourth installment of the Final Destination film series[image: External link].[12] He also guest starred on the ABC[image: External link] sitcom Cougar Town[image: External link], starring Courteney Cox[image: External link].[13] In 2010, he had a recurring role on The CW's Melrose Place.[14]

In 2011 he started a recurring role on 2 Broke Girls[image: External link] as Johnny, a graffiti[image: External link] artist who regularly flirts with Max (Kat Dennings[image: External link]).[15] In 2011 he also co-starred in the romantic comedy Scents and Sensibility[image: External link] as Brandon.[16] In 2012, Zano scored a recurring role on another CW show, 90210, in which he played a billionaire who goes into business with Annie[image: External link] (Shenae Grimes[image: External link]).[17] In November 27, 2011, Zano starred as David Morretti in the ABC family[image: External link] Christmas themed movie Desperately Seeking Santa[image: External link] opposite Laura Vandervoort[image: External link].[18] Beginning in December 2012, Zano began a recurring role in season three of the ABC[image: External link] sitcom Happy Endings[image: External link] as Pete, Penny's new love interest.[19]

In February 2014, Zano signed on to play the male lead in Liz Feldman[image: External link] and Ellen DeGeneres[image: External link]' NBC comedy pilot One Big Happy[image: External link]. The show centers on Lizzy (played by Elisha Cuthbert[image: External link]), a lesbian who gets pregnant just as her straight male best friend Luke (the father of the child), played by Zano, meets and marries the love of his life, Prudence.[20] The show was ordered to series on May 9, 2014, and will debut mid-season in early 2015. In 2015, Zano starred as Arthur, described as having a hard shell, borne of years of difficult experience in the outside world that Dash avoided, in the Fox[image: External link] show Minority Report[image: External link], based on the 2002 Steven Spielberg[image: External link] film of the same name.[21]

In 2016, Zano was cast as Dr. Nate Heywood/Citizen Steel[image: External link], a historian whose grandfather was the hero known as Commander Steel, a member of the Justice Society of America on The CW show Legends of Tomorrow.[22]
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Zano is in a relationship with actress Leah Renee Cudmore[image: External link]. In July 2016, she gave birth to their son.[23][24]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2002
	Catch Me If You Can[image: External link]
	James
	Uncredited



	2004
	Fat Albert[image: External link]
	Camera salesman
	



	2007
	My Sexiest Year[image: External link]
	Pierce
	



	2008
	College[image: External link]
	Tony "Teague" Garrison
	



	2008
	Beverly Hills Chihuahua[image: External link]
	Bryan
	



	2008
	Joy Ride 2: Dead Ahead[image: External link]
	Bobby
	Direct to video



	2009
	The Final Destination[image: External link]
	Hunt Wynorski
	



	2011
	Scents and Sensibility[image: External link]
	Brandon
	



	2011
	10 Years[image: External link]
	Nick Vanillo
	



	2013
	Lost Luck
	James
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2003–06
	What I Like About You[image: External link]
	Vince
	Main role (seasons 2–4); 54 episodes (Not in every episode)



	2005
	One Tree Hill
	Himself
	Episode: "Somewhere a Clock Is Ticking"



	2005
	Everything You Want[image: External link]
	Quinn Andrews
	Television film



	2007
	7th Heaven
	Dr. Jonathan Sanderson
	3 episodes



	2009
	Cougar Town[image: External link]
	Josh
	Recurring role; 5 episodes



	2010
	Melrose Place
	Drew Pragin
	Recurring role; 5 episodes



	2010–11
	Secret Life of the American Teenager, TheThe Secret Life of the American Teenager[image: External link]
	Dr. Miller
	2 episodes



	2011
	Drop Dead Diva[image: External link]
	Tim Klein
	Episode: "Hit and Run"



	2011
	Desperately Seeking Santa[image: External link]
	David Morretti
	Television film



	2011–12
	2 Broke Girls[image: External link]
	Johnny
	Recurring role; 11 episodes



	2012
	90210
	Preston Hillingsbrook
	Recurring role; 6 episodes



	2012–13
	Happy Endings[image: External link]
	Pete
	Recurring role; 8 episodes



	2014
	Mom[image: External link]
	David
	2 episodes



	2014
	Friends with Better Lives[image: External link]
	Handy Randy
	Episode: "Pros and Cons"



	2015
	One Big Happy[image: External link]
	Luke
	Main role; 6 episodes



	2015
	Minority Report[image: External link]
	Arthur
	Main role; 10 episodes



	2016–present
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Dr. Nathan Heywood/Steel[image: External link]
	Main role; 17 episodes



	2016
	Arrow
	Dr. Nathan Heywood[image: External link]
	1 episode
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Blake Neely






Blake Neely (born April 28, 1969) is an American composer[image: External link], arranger[image: External link], orchestrator[image: External link], conductor[image: External link], and author[image: External link].

Blake Neely was born in Paris, Texas[image: External link]. His father was a rancher and professor, his mother a journalist and author.

He studied Linguistics at the University of Texas[image: External link].
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Neely has contributed to and been credited on dozens of film and TV projects over the years such as: Everwood (which earned him a 2003 Emmy Award[image: External link] nomination for the theme), on the first three Pirates of the Caribbean[image: External link] films, King Kong[image: External link], The Last Samurai[image: External link], The Great Buck Howard[image: External link] and many more. Other film projects in which he is the sole composer are Elvis and Anabelle[image: External link], Starter for 10[image: External link], and The Wedding Date[image: External link].

In addition, Neely has composed the music for over twenty television series, including CBS[image: External link]'s The Mentalist[image: External link].

He has frequently collaborated with writer[image: External link]/director/ producer[image: External link] Greg Berlanti, including Everwood, Jack & Bobby[image: External link], Brothers & Sisters[image: External link], Eli Stone, Dirty Sexy Money[image: External link], Political Animals[image: External link] and currently Blindspot[image: External link], Arrow, The Flash, Supergirl and Legends of Tomorrow.

He has also been credited alongside several well known composers such as Michael Kamen[image: External link], James Newton Howard[image: External link], Vangelis[image: External link] (worked on the Mythodea[image: External link] project as arranger and conductor), and Hans Zimmer[image: External link].

As an author, he has written over 25 instrumental method books such as the best-selling piano method Piano For Dummies.[1]

He recorded his score for a HBO documentary on David McCullough[image: External link] at the Conway Studios[image: External link] in Hollywood[image: External link] on February 23, 2008.[2]
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	Year(s)
	Title
	Notes



	2017
	
Riverdale (TV Series)
	Original Music Composer



	2016-2017
	
Legends of Tomorrow (TV Series)
	Original Music Composer



	2015-2016
	
Supergirl (TV Series)
	Original Music Composer



	2015-2016
	
Blindspot[image: External link] (TV Series)
	Original Music Composer



	2014
	
The Mentalist[image: External link] (TV Series) (133 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2012-2014
	
Arrow (TV Series) (39 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2013-2014
	
The Mindy Project[image: External link] (TV Series) (6 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2014
	
Resurrection[image: External link] (TV Series) (6 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2014
	
The Flash (TV Series)
	Original Music Composer



	2013
	
The Assassination of President Kennedy[image: External link] (TV Movie documentary)
	Original Music Composer



	2013
	
The Sixties[image: External link] (TV Series documentary) (1 episode)
	Original Music Composer



	2013
	
Arrow: Year One[image: External link] (TV Movie)
	Original Music Composer



	2013
	
Golden Boy[image: External link] (TV Series) (13 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2012-2013
	
Wedding Band[image: External link] (TV Series) (3 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2012
	
Political Animals (TV Mini-Series) (1 episode)
	Original Music Composer



	2011-2012
	
Pan Am[image: External link] (TV Series) (10 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2011
	
Mister Handsome[image: External link] (Short)
	Original Music Composer



	2011
	Love, Wedding, Marriage[image: External link]
	Original Music Composer



	2011
	
Royal Reunion[image: External link] (Short)
	Original Music Composer



	2011
	
An Article of Hope[image: External link] (Documentary)
	Original Music Composer



	2010-2011
	
No Ordinary Family (TV Series) (15 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2006-2011
	Brothers & Sisters[image: External link]



	2010
	Life as We Know it
	Original Music Composer



	2010
	
The Pacific[image: External link] (TV Mini-Series) (10 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2010
	
Think Tank[image: External link] (Short)
	Original Music Composer



	2009-2010
	
Eastwick[image: External link] (TV Series) (11 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2008-2009
	
Eli Stone (TV Series) (26 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2008
	Surfer, Dude[image: External link]
	Original Music Composer



	2008
	
Recruited[image: External link] (Short)
	Original Music Composer



	2008
	
David McCullough: Painting with Words[image: External link] (TV Movie documentary)
	Original Music Composer



	2008
	The Great Buck Howard[image: External link]
	Original Music Composer



	2007-2008
	
Notes from the Underbelly[image: External link] (TV Series) (16 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2007
	
Masters of the Heist[image: External link] (Video documentary short)
	Original Music Composer



	2007
	
Brothers & Sisters: Family Album[image: External link] (TV Movie)
	Original Music Composer



	2007
	
Traveler[image: External link] (TV Series) (8 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2007
	
Brothers & Sisters: A Family Matter[image: External link] (TV Movie)
	Original Music Composer



	2007
	Elvis and Anabelle[image: External link]
	Original Music Composer



	2007
	
Pushing Daisies[image: External link] (TV Series) (composer - 1 episode)
	Original Music Composer



	2006-2007
	
What About Brian[image: External link] (TV Series) (8 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2006
	Starter for 10[image: External link]
	Original Music Composer



	2006
	The Da Vinci Code[image: External link]
	Additional Music Composer



	2006
	RV[image: External link]
	Additional Music Composer



	2004-2006
	
Dr. Vegas[image: External link] (TV Series) (6 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2002-2006
	
Everwood (TV Series) (89 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2005
	
Related[image: External link] (TV Series) (5 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2005
	
Magnificent Desolation: Walking on the Moon 3D[image: External link] (Documentary short)
	Original Music Composer



	2005
	
A Date with Debra[image: External link] (Video documentary short)
	Original Music Composer



	2005
	
Get Froggged!: Behind the Scenes of Frog-g-g![image: External link] (Documentary short)
	Original Music Composer



	2005
	The Wedding Date[image: External link]
	Original Music Composer



	2005
	King Kong[image: External link]
	Additional Music Composer



	2005
	The Island[image: External link]
	Additional Music Composer



	2005
	
Into the West[image: External link] (TV Mini-Series)
	Additional Music Composer



	2005
	
Revelations[image: External link] (TV Mini-Series) (2 episodes)
	Additional Music Composer



	2004-2005
	
Jack & Bobby[image: External link] (TV Series) (22 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2004
	First Daughter[image: External link]
	Original Music Composer



	2004
	
Brother, Can You Spare a Job?[image: External link] (Short)
	Original Music Composer



	2004
	Frog-g-g!
	Original Music Composer



	2004
	
Kat Plus One[image: External link] (TV Movie)
	Original Music Composer



	2004
	
Oedipus[image: External link] (Short)
	Original Music Composer



	2004
	Catwoman[image: External link]
	Additional Music Composer



	2004
	King Arthur[image: External link]
	Additional Music Composer



	2003-2004
	
Wild West Tech[image: External link] (TV Series documentary) (10 episodes)
	Original Music Composer



	2003
	
The True Story of Seabiscuit[image: External link] (TV Movie documentary)
	Original Music Composer



	2003
	
It's the Cheese[image: External link] (Short)
	Original Music Composer



	2003
	
The Samurai[image: External link] (TV Movie documentary)
	Original Music Composer



	2003
	The Last Samurai[image: External link]
	Additional Music Composer



	2003
	Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl[image: External link]
	Additional Music Composer



	2003
	Something's Gotta Give[image: External link]
	Additional Music Composer



	2002
	
Conquest[image: External link] (TV Series documentary)
	Original Music Composer
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Christopher Scott "Chris" Fedak[1] (born August 20, 1975)[2] is a writer and producer, known for Chuck[image: External link] (2007), Untitled Houdini Project and Morgan's Vlog (2008). He is a close collaborator of Josh Schwartz[image: External link]. Chuck is Fedak's first television credit.

Schwartz says that the idea for Chuck originally came from Fedak:


"A guy named Chris Fedak, who I went to college with, pitched me the initial concept. I thought there was a real opportunity there for a really funny show, while he was thinking thriller. We started talking back and forth and it evolved from there. We came up with something that's a fusion of both of our sensibilities—it's been a really fun collaboration".[3]
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Grainne Godfree






Grainne Godfree is an American television writer[image: External link].

She is well known for her significant work on The CW and Greg Berlanti's Arrowverse.
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 Life and career




She attended Harvard University[image: External link], graduating with a degree in History. She later entered the Columbia University[image: External link] film program, and spent three years as the assistant director of the schools film festival.[1]

Her first foray into show business was with the 2008 short film[image: External link] Anjali. Which she wrote for director Maya Anand. It follows a rebellious Indian-American who is faced with the betrayal of her father.
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 The Tomorrow People




In 2013, she joined the American remake of the science-fiction[image: External link] series The Tomorrow People, as a writer. She contributed to four episodes of the series ("All Tomorrow's Parties", "The Citedel", "Brother's Keeper", "Modus Vivendi").[2]
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 Arrowverse




In summer 2014, Godfree was hired as a writer and story editor on The CW superhero[image: External link] series The Flash. She first co-wrote, with Alison Schapker[image: External link], the series' third episode, "Things You Can't Outrun"; which introduced Ronnie Raymond. She co-wrote, again with Schapker, the seventh episode, "Power Outage".[3]

She and executive producer Marc Guggenheim co-wrote a teleplay, based on a story by co-creators Andrew Kreisberg and Greg Berlanti, for Arrow's 8th episode, of its third season, "The Brave and the Bold". It featured a crossover with sister-series The Flash; and served as an introduction tale for DC Comics supervillain Captain Boomerang[image: External link].[4][5]

Next on The Flash, Kai Yu Wu[image: External link] and Brooke Eikmeier[image: External link] co-penned a teleplay, based on a story by Godfree, for episode 16, "Rogue Time". She and Wu then co-scripted the eighteenth installment, "All Star Team Up"; which featured another crossover with Arrow, and the first teaming of the Flash and The Atom/Ray Palmer[image: External link]. The pair also wrote the twenty-first episode, "Grodd Lives", which featured the first full appearance of one of the Flash's foremost enemies, Gorilla Grodd[image: External link].

At the star of the series' second season Godfree became executive story editor. Her first writing credit of the season came with the fifth episode, "The Darkness and the Light", which she co-wrote with consulting producer Ben Sokolowski[image: External link]. The episode introduced Doctor Light[image: External link]. She guest co-wrote the 10th episode of season 3, "Borrowing Problems from the Future", with story editor David Kob.

After the second season of The Flash completed, Godfree departed to focus fully on spin-off DC's Legends of Tomorrow[image: External link], as writer/consulting producer. During its first season, Godfree wrote exclusively with Arrow's Beth Schwartz[image: External link], for episodes "Fail-Safe" and "Left Behind". At the start of season two, Godfree was promoted to producer, as Schwartz departed. Godfree first co-wrote the third episode of the season with showrunner Phil Klemmer, "Shogun", which featured the ancestral Yamashiro family[image: External link] and the origin of the Soul-Takers Sword. She and former Arrow writer Keto Shimizu co-wrote the fifth episode "Compromised", featuring a return to the 1980s Reagan Administration[image: External link]. She and story editor Matthew Maala write "Turncoat", the upcoming 11th installment of the season, revolving around the Legends turning to 1776 to assist General George Washington[image: External link] during the American Revolutionary War[image: External link].[6] Godfree will script her first solo outing in her career with episode 14, "Moonshot".[7]
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Glen Winter






Glen Winter is a Canadian television director[image: External link], cinematographer[image: External link], and producer[image: External link].

He is well known for his work on The WB[image: External link]/The CW's Smallville[image: External link]; as well as for his significant contributions to the Arrowverse.
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 Career




Winter began his career as a filmloader on Mark Rydell[image: External link]'s Intersection[image: External link]. He worked on several films as a camera operator such as; The Crow: Stairway To Heaven, MVP: Most Vertical Primate[image: External link], and Air Bud: Seventh Inning Fetch[image: External link]. As a cinematographer his work included: Stone of Destiny[image: External link], Rags, and Dead Heat[image: External link].

He serves as the director of the pilot episode of CBS[image: External link]' Supergirl, which premiered in late 2015.[1] The series was developed by The New Normal[image: External link] co-creator Ali Adler[image: External link], Arrow and The Flash executive producers Andrew Kreisberg and Greg Berlanti. Now in its second season on The CW, Winter has directed 7 episodes, in total, of the series.
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 Smallville




Winter had a mainstay position on the Superman[image: External link] prequel series Smallville[image: External link], on which he first served as second unit director of photography, and then series cinematographer. He later went on to direct 12 episodes, including "Cyborg", introducing the titular hero[image: External link], "Fallout", "Crimson", "Blue", "Traveler", "Committed", "Legion", first collaboration with DC Comics' Geoff Johns[image: External link] and introduces the titular group of heroes from the future[image: External link]; "Infamous", "Idol", featuring the Wonder Twins[image: External link], the first part of the TV movie "Absolute Justice[image: External link]", "Hostage", and "Shield", showcasing the supervillain Deadshot[image: External link].[2]
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 Arrow, The Flash and Legends of Tomorrow




In spring 2012, Winter signed on to another DC Comics produced series, Arrow. After starting as series cinematographer, he segued to episode directing. His first effort was written by frequent collaborator, and DC Comics CCO, Geoff Johns[image: External link]. Entitled "Dead to Rights", the installment was met with fan and critical acclaim.[4] He went on to direct second season episodes "Broken Dolls", "Blind Spot", and "The Promise".[2]

He helmed Arrow's third season premiere, "The Calm".[5] He then directed the first episode of 2015, "Left Behind".[6]

Starting with the fourth season premiere, "Green Arrow", Winter was named a producer on Arrow.

He served as the director of photography on the pilot of Arrow's sister-series The Flash. He went on to direct the fourth episode, "Going Rogue", in which the supervillain Captain Cold is introduced. He next helmed the series' 8th installment, which features a crossover event with Arrow, "Flash vs. Arrow"; and the 13th "The Nuclear Man", featuring the exploration of the titular hero.[7][8][9] During the latter portion of the season, he was named as producer.

In September 2015, it was confirmed that Winter would helm the pilot for the Arrow/Flash spin-off Legends of Tomorrow. The series focuses on a band of tag-team heroes and villains made up from the Arrowverse, traveling through space and time to stop the maniacal Vandal Savage. It was later confirmed that Winter would also serve as a producer on the series. Winter said of directing the 2-part pilot episode, he was most proud of a technically challenging battle involving The Atom. "He flies out of [Martin] Stein's pocket. [The creators] write, "Atom basically comes in and shoots up the place." I'm like, "Oh, my god. How am I going to do that? What is that? What does that even look like?" I decided I didn't want to do it in a bunch of cuts. I wanted it to feel like one flowing, big piece. I shot it on the camera car. I shot it on high-res at 6k. We did it in one take."[3][10]



Credits



Arrow / 1.16: Dead to Rights, 2.3: Broken Dolls, 2.11: Blind Spot, 2.15: The Promise, 3.1: The Calm, 3.10: Left Behind & 4.22: Lost in the Flood

The Flash / 1.4: Going Rouge, 1.8: Flash Vs. Arrow, 1.13: The Nuclear Man & 2.16: Trajectory

Supergirl / 1.1: Pilot, 1.2: Stronger Together, 1.11: Strange Vistor from Another Planet, 2.1: The Adventures of Supergirl, 2.2: The Last Children of Kyrpton, 2.5: Crossfire, 2.7: The Darkest Place & 2.22: Neverless, She Persisted

Legends of Tomorrow / 1.1: Pilot Part 1 & 1.2: Pilot Part 2
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David Geddes (cinematographer)






David A. Geddes (born 1949 in Vancouver, British Columbia[image: External link]) is Canadian cinematographer.

Life

David Geddes studied at Banff School of Fine Arts[image: External link], the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology[image: External link] and the Simon Fraser University[image: External link].

He started his career with documentaries and independent short films. In the late 1980s he turned to TV and worked on series such as 21 Jump Street[image: External link] and Beverly Hills, 90210[image: External link].

Geddes is a member of the Canadian Society of Cinematographers[image: External link] (CSC) and the American Society of Cinematographers[image: External link] (ASC).

His son Shane Geddes also works as a cinematographer.

Selected filmography



	1976: Post Partum Depression (documentary short)

	1978: Family Down the Fraser (documentary short)

	1979: What the Hell's Going on Up There? (documentary short)

	1979: Horse Drawn Magic (documentary short)

	1979: Bill Reid (documentary short)

	1980: Big and the Blues (documentary short)

	1980: A Visit from Captain Cook (documentary short)

	1983: Jacks or Better (documentary short)

	1984: Chemanius Blues

	1985: Vancouver: The World in a City (documentary short)

	1986: Coquihalla - Highway 5: 20 Months Through the Mountains (documentary short)

	1986: British Columbia: The Rockies to the Pacific (documentary short)

	1987: World Drums

	1987: At the Crossroads (documentary short)

	1988–1990: 21 Jump Street[image: External link] (TV series, 41 episodes)

	1989: The Beachcombers[image: External link] (TV series, 2 episodes)

	1990–1991: Beverly Hills, 90210[image: External link] (TV series, 10 episodes)

	1991: John Wyre: Drawing on Sound (documentary short)

	1992: In the Eyes of a Stranger (TV movie)

	1992: Dirty Work (TV movie)

	1992: Black Ice[image: External link]


	1993: When a Stranger Calls Back[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1993: Call of the Wild (TV movie)

	1993: Blind Spot (TV movie)

	1993: Ernest Rides Again[image: External link]


	1994: I Know My Son Is Alive (TV movie)

	1994: Ernest Goes to School[image: External link]


	1994: MacGyver: Lost Treasure of Atlantis[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1994: Tears and Laughter: The Joan and Melissa Rivers Story (TV movie)

	1994: Incident at Deception Ridge (TV movie)

	1994: Moment of Truth: Cult Rescue (TV movie)

	1994: MacGyver: Trail to Doomsday[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1995: Fighting for My Daughter (TV movie)

	1995: Falling from the Sky: Flight 174[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1995: Deadlocked: Escape from Zone 14 (TV movie)

	1995: Slam Dunk Ernest[image: External link]


	1995: The Colony[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1996: Harvey[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1996: Have You Seen My Son (TV movie)

	1996: Deadly Web (TV movie)

	1996: Kidz in the Wild (TV movie)

	1996: Sweet Dreams[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1996: Sudden Terror: The Hijacking of School Bus #17 (TV movie)

	1996: The Angel of Pennsylvania Avenue[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1997: Bridge of Time (TV movie)

	1997: Killing Mr. Griffin[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1997: A Call to Remember (TV movie)

	1997: Married to a Stranger[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1998: Baby Monitor: Sound of Fear (TV movie)

	1998: My Husband's Secret Life (TV movie)

	1998: Every Mother's Worst Fear[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1998: CHiPs '99[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1998: Don't Look Down[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1999: Fatal Error[image: External link] (TV movie)

	1999: Dying to Live (TV movie)

	1999: Shadow Warriors II: Hunt for the Death Merchant (TV movie)

	1999: Y2K (TV movie)

	2000: Here's to Life!

	2000: Frankie & Hazel (TV movie)

	2000: Rocky Times (TV movie)

	2001: Inside the Osmonds[image: External link] (TV movie)

	2001: Ladies and the Champ (TV movie)

	2001: Kevin of the North[image: External link]


	2001–2002: Dark Angel[image: External link] (TV series, 31 episodes)

	2002: Halloween: Resurrection[image: External link]


	2002–2003: John Doe[image: External link] (TV series, 2 episodes)

	2003–2004: Jake 2.0[image: External link] (TV series, 4 episodes)

	2004: Sudbury[image: External link] (TV movie)

	2005: Point Pleasant[image: External link] (TV series)

	2005: Nearing Grace[image: External link]


	2005: A Simple Curve

	2006: The Evidence[image: External link] (TV series, 8 episodes)

	2006–2008: Men in Trees[image: External link] (TV series, 35 episodes)

	2007: The Messengers[image: External link]


	2008–2009: Sanctuary[image: External link] (TV series, 7 episodes)

	2010: Night and Day (TV movie)

	2010: Smokin' Aces 2: Assassins' Ball[image: External link]


	2010: Tucker & Dale vs. Evil[image: External link]


	2010: Life Unexpected (TV series, 12 episodes)

	2010–2011: Lie to Me[image: External link] (TV series, 5 episodes)

	2011: Red Riding Hood: The Tale Begins (short)

	2011–2013: Fringe[image: External link] (TV series, 13 episodes)

	2013–2014: Almost Human[image: External link] (TV series, 7 episodes)

	2014: Under the Dome[image: External link] (TV series, 12 episodes)

	2015: The Last Ship[image: External link] (TV series, 6 episodes)

	2016: Legends of Tomorrow (TV series, 2 episodes)
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David Geddes[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database
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Kevin Mock is an American television director[image: External link], editor[image: External link], and producer[image: External link].

He is well known for his work on The WB[image: External link]/CW's America's Next Top Model[image: External link].

Career

Mock got his start as a production assistant on Art Camacho's The Power Within in 1995. He first worked in editing on the Anna Nicole Smith[image: External link] starrer To the Limit[image: External link], as an assistant. His first edited feature was 1996s Tiger Heart[image: External link], directed by George Chamchoum. He then went on to join television with TNT[image: External link]'s L.A. Heat[image: External link]. He served as associate producer, and eventually co-producer, and editor until the series' conclusion in 1999.

In 2003, he joined the crew of Tyra Banks[image: External link]' reality competition series America's Next Top Model[image: External link]. Mock would go on to serve in the capacities of creative consultant, editor, co-producer and segment director. He was an integral part of the show until his departure after the 13th cycle[image: External link]. He ultimately edited 24 episodes and co-produced 94.

He has edited for such series as Stylista, Breaking In[image: External link], Cult, Forever[image: External link] and Teen Wolf[image: External link]. In recent years, he has segued to directing and helming three episodes of The CW's Hart of Dixie.[1] Mock has only edited and directed two series in his career, the first being NBC[image: External link]'s spy comedy Chuck[image: External link], and the second being The CW's superhero team-up series DC's Legends of Tomorrow[image: External link]. Both series are showrunned/executive produced by Phil Klemmer and Chris Fedak, who brought Mock on board.[2][3]
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Andrew Kasch






Andrew Kasch is an American film director and editor.
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 Life and career




Born and raised in the South, Kasch had a lifelong obsession with sci-fi, horror and fantasy and went on to study film at the Savannah College of Art & Design[image: External link] where he graduated in 2013.

After moving to Los Angeles to pursue a career, he started working in film journalism and became one of the founding members of Dread Central[image: External link]. His work has been published in Fangoria[image: External link], Asian Cult Cinema and Girls and Corpses[image: External link].

Shortly after his arrival in Los Angeles, he directed and edited the short horror-comedy Thirsty, starring Joe Lynch and Tiffany Shepis[image: External link]. The film became a cult hit on the festival circuit for several years before it was acquired by Fearnet[image: External link].[1]

In 2009, Kasch was hired to edit bonus content for the horror franchise documentary His Name Was Jason: 30 Years of Friday the 13th[image: External link]. After a turbulent production, Kasch and director Daniel Farrands broke off and worked for several years making documentaries for DVD/Blu-ray releases of several horror films, including the Friday the 13th[image: External link] series for Paramount and The Haunting in Connecticut[image: External link] for Lionsgate.[2] In 2010, the duo independently directed the 4-hour Freddy Krueger[image: External link]/New Line Cinema[image: External link] documentary Never Sleep Again: The Elm Street Legacy[image: External link] which won several awards and is widely regarded as one of the best film documentaries ever made.[3][4]

Following the release of Never Sleep Again[image: External link], Kasch formed a directing team with horror writer and filmmaker John Skipp[image: External link]. Their first project was the award-winning festival short Stay At Home Dad.[5]

Kasch also worked as an editor for Mike Judge's 2012 revival of Beavis & Butthead[image: External link] as well as several other television shows. He has also continued to work on bonus material for home video releases, including catalog titles from Scream Factory[image: External link]. He has edited and/or produced documentaries for over 30 genre films, including the Halloween[image: External link] and Star Trek[image: External link] franchises, Scream[image: External link], Evil Dead 2[image: External link], Day of the Dead[image: External link], and Phantasm II[image: External link].[6] He directed 2014 along with John Skipp[image: External link] the segment "This Means War", of the horror anthology film Tales of Halloween[image: External link],[7] which stars Dana Gould[image: External link] and James Duval[image: External link] in the leading roles.[8]
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Hot Rod Worm - The Slow Poisoner (2014) (Music video)

	
Stay At Home Dad (2012) (Short film)

	
Never Sleep Again: The Elm Street Legacy[image: External link] (2010) - Won — Saturn Award for Best DVD Release[image: External link]


	
Thirsty (2009)

	"Tales of Halloween[image: External link]" (2015)
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Single-camera Setup






The single-camera setup, or single-camera mode of production, also known as Portable Single Camera, is a method of filmmaking[image: External link] and video production[image: External link].

The single-camera setup originally developed during the birth of the classical Hollywood cinema[image: External link] in the 1910s and has remained the standard mode of production for cinema; in television, both single cameras and multiple-camera[image: External link] productions are common.
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In this setup, each of the various shots and camera angles is taken using the same camera, which is moved and reset to get each shot or new angle. If a scene cuts back and forth between actor A and actor B, the director will first point the camera towards A and run part or all of the scene from this angle, then move the camera to point at B, relight, and then run the scene through from this angle. Choices can then be made during the post-production[image: External link] editing process for when in the scene to use each shot, and when to cut back and forth between the two (or usually more than two) angles. This also then allows parts of the scene to be removed if it is felt that the scene is too long. In practice, sometimes two cameras shooting from the same angle are used: one to capture a medium shot, the other a close-up during the same take.

By contrast, a multiple-camera setup[image: External link] consists of multiple cameras arranged to capture all of the different camera angles of the scene simultaneously, and the set must be lit to accommodate all camera setups concurrently. Multi-camera production generally results in faster but less versatile photography, whereas the single-camera setup is more time-consuming and expensive but gives the director more control over each shot.
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Unlike film producers, who almost always opt for single-camera shooting, television producers need to make a distinct decision to shoot in either single-camera or multiple-camera mode.

Single-camera is mostly reserved for prime-time dramas[image: External link], made-for-TV movies[image: External link], music videos[image: External link] and commercial advertisements[image: External link]. Soap operas[image: External link], talk shows[image: External link], game shows[image: External link], most reality television[image: External link] series, and some sitcoms[image: External link] more frequently use the multiple-camera setup[image: External link].[1]

Multiple-camera shooting is the only way that an ensemble of actors presenting a single performance before a live audience can be recorded from multiple perspectives. Also for standard, dialogue-driven domestic situation comedies, the multi-camera technique, which is cheaper and takes less production time, is typically used. Situation comedies may potentially be shot in either multiple- or single-camera modes. It may be deemed preferable to use the single-camera technique especially if specific camera angles and camera movements for a feature film-like visual style are considered crucial to the success of the production, and if visual effects are to be frequently used.

Though multi-camera was the norm for sitcoms during the 1950s (beginning with I Love Lucy[image: External link]), the 1960s saw increased technical standards in situation comedies which came to have larger casts and used a greater number of different locations in episodes. Several comedy series of the era also made use of feature film techniques. To this end, many comedies of this period, including Leave It to Beaver[image: External link],[1] Mister Ed[image: External link], The Andy Griffith Show[image: External link], My Three Sons[image: External link], The Addams Family[image: External link], The Munsters[image: External link], Bewitched[image: External link], I Dream of Jeannie[image: External link], Gilligan's Island[image: External link], Get Smart[image: External link], Hogan's Heroes[image: External link], Family Affair[image: External link], and The Brady Bunch[image: External link], used the single-camera technique. Apart from giving the shows a feature film style, this technique was better suited to the visual effects frequently used in these shows, such as magical appearances and disappearances and lookalike doubles in which the regular actors played a dual role. These effects were created using editing and optical printing[image: External link] techniques, and would not have been possible had the shows been shot using a multi-camera setup.

In the case of Get Smart, the single-camera technique also allowed the series to present fast-paced and tightly-edited fight and action sequences reminiscent of the spy dramas that it parodied. Single-camera comedies were also prevalent into the early 1970s. With its large cast, varied locations, and seriocomic tone, the TV series M*A*S*H[image: External link] was shot using single-camera style. Happy Days[image: External link] began in 1974 as a single-camera series, before switching to the multi-camera setup in its second season. However, the success of All in the Family[image: External link] (which was taped with multiple cameras live in front of a studio audience, very much like a stage play) and Norman Lear[image: External link]'s subsequent sitcom productions led to a renewed interest by sitcom producers in the multi-camera technique; by the latter part of the 1970s, most sitcoms again employed the multi-camera format.

By the mid-1970s, with domestic situation comedies in vogue, the multi-camera shooting style for sitcoms came to dominate and would continue to do so through the 1980s and 1990s, although the single-camera format was still seen in television series classified as comedy-drama[image: External link] or "dramedy".

In the 2000s, television saw a resurgence in the use of single-camera in sitcoms, such as Spaced[image: External link] (1999–2001), Malcolm in the Middle[image: External link] (2000–06) Curb Your Enthusiasm[image: External link] (2000–), The Office[image: External link] (UK) (2001–03), Scrubs[image: External link] (2001–10), Peep Show[image: External link] (2003–15), Arrested Development[image: External link] (2003–06, 2013–), Corner Gas[image: External link] (2004–09), Zoey 101[image: External link] (2005–08), The Office[image: External link] (US) (2005–13), My Name is Earl[image: External link] (2005–09), It's Always Sunny In Philadelphia[image: External link] (2005–), Extras[image: External link] (2005–07), 30 Rock[image: External link] (2006–13), Samantha Who?[image: External link] (2007–09), Community[image: External link] (2009–15), The Middle[image: External link] (2009–), Modern Family[image: External link] (2009–), Glee[image: External link] (2009-15), Parks and Recreation[image: External link] (2009–15), Cougar Town[image: External link] (2009–15), Louie[image: External link] (2010–), Happy Endings[image: External link] (2011–13), New Girl[image: External link] (2011–), The Mindy Project[image: External link] (2012–), Veep[image: External link] (2012–), Brooklyn Nine-Nine[image: External link] (2013–), The Goldbergs[image: External link] (2013-), About a Boy[image: External link] (2014–15), Fresh Off the Boat[image: External link] (2015-) and Santa Clarita Diet[image: External link] (2017). Unlike single-camera sitcoms of the past, nearly all contemporary comedies shot in this manner are produced without a laugh track[image: External link].
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Warner Bros. Television






For the 1995–2006 Warner Brothers television network, see The WB[image: External link].

For the international television production arm, see Warner Bros. International Television Production[image: External link].

For other uses, see WBTV (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Warner Bros. Television (WBTV) is the television production[image: External link] arm of Warner Bros. Entertainment[image: External link], itself part of Time Warner[image: External link]. Alongside CBS Television Studios[image: External link], it serves as a television production arm of The CW (in which Time Warner has a 50% ownership stake), though it also produces shows for other networks, such as Shameless[image: External link] on Showtime[image: External link], The Leftovers[image: External link] and Westworld[image: External link] on HBO[image: External link] (though Time Warner also owns HBO). As of 2015, it is the world's largest television production company measured by revenue and library (along with Sony[image: External link]'s Sony Pictures Television[image: External link]).[4][5] Its most notable TV shows include Friends[image: External link], ER[image: External link], The West Wing[image: External link], Smallville, Supernatural, The Big Bang Theory[image: External link], The Wire[image: External link] and Full House[image: External link].
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The division was started on March 21, 1955[1] with its first and most successful head being Jack L. Warner[image: External link]'s son-in-law William T. Orr[image: External link]. ABC[image: External link] had major success against its competition with Walt Disney[image: External link]'s Disneyland TV series[image: External link] and approached Warner Bros.[image: External link] initially with the idea of purchasing the studio's film library (WB eventually sold the rights to the negatives of pre-1950 films and pre-1948 cartoons and shorts to Associated Artists Productions[image: External link], or a.a.p., in 1956[6][7]). WB formally entered television production with the premiere of its self-titled anthology series Warner Bros. Presents[image: External link] on ABC. The one-hour weekly show featured rotating episodes of television series based on the WB films, Casablanca[image: External link] and Kings Row[image: External link], as well as an original series titled Cheyenne[image: External link] with Clint Walker[image: External link]. The first one-hour television western, Cheyenne became a big hit for the network and the studio with the added advantage of featuring promotions for upcoming Warner Bros. cinema releases in the show's last ten minutes. One such segment for Rebel Without a Cause[image: External link] featured Gig Young[image: External link] notably talking about road safety with James Dean[image: External link].

With only Cheyenne being a success, Warner Bros. ended the ten-minute promotions of new films and replaced Warner Bros. Presents with an anthology series[image: External link] titled Conflict[image: External link]. It was felt that "Conflict" was what the previous series lacked. Conflict showed the pilots for Maverick[image: External link] and 77 Sunset Strip[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]].

The success of Cheyenne led WBTV to produce many series for ABC such as Westerns ( Maverick[image: External link], Lawman[image: External link], Colt .45[image: External link], Bronco[image: External link], a spin off[image: External link] of Cheyenne, Sugarfoot[image: External link], and The Alaskans[image: External link]), crime dramas[image: External link] (77 Sunset Strip[image: External link], Hawaiian Eye[image: External link], Bourbon Street Beat[image: External link], and Surfside 6[image: External link]), and other shows such as The Gallant Men[image: External link] and The Roaring Twenties[image: External link] using stock footage from WB war films[image: External link] and gangster films respectively. The company also produced Jack Webb[image: External link]'s Red Nightmare[image: External link] for the U.S. Department of Defense[image: External link] that was later shown on American television on Jack Webb[image: External link]'s General Electric True[image: External link].

All shows were made in the manner of WB's B pictures[image: External link] in the 1930s and 1940s;[8] fast paced, lots of stock footage[image: External link] from other films, stock music from the Warners music library and contracted stars working long hours for comparatively small salaries with restrictions on their career.

During a Hollywood television writers strike, Warner Bros. reused many plots from its films and other television shows under the nom de plume of "W. Hermanos".[9] This was another example of imitating Warner Bros' B Pictures who would remake an "A" film and switch the setting.[10]

Two of the most popular stars, James Garner[image: External link] and Clint Walker[image: External link], quit over their conditions. Garner never returned to the Warner's fold during this period. Successful Warner's television stars found themselves in leading roles of many of the studio's films with no increase in salary. Efrem Zimbalist, Jr.[image: External link] was simultaneously the lead of 77 Sunset Strip, in a recurring role on Maverick, and also headlined several films until exhaustion forced the studio to give him a rest. Many other actors under contract to Warner's at the time, who despite their work conditions, did see their stars rise over time, albeit for most only briefly, included Jack Kelly[image: External link], Will Hutchins[image: External link], Peter Brown[image: External link], Ty Hardin[image: External link], Wayde Preston[image: External link], John Russell[image: External link], Donald May[image: External link], Rex Reason[image: External link], Richard Long[image: External link], Van Williams[image: External link], Roger Smith[image: External link], Mike Road[image: External link], Anthony Eisley[image: External link], Robert Conrad[image: External link], Robert McQueeney[image: External link], Dorothy Provine[image: External link], Diane McBain[image: External link], and Connie Stevens[image: External link]. Edd Byrnes[image: External link] and Troy Donahue[image: External link] would go on to become teen heartthrobs. Another contract player, Englishman Roger Moore[image: External link] (Maverick and The Alaskans), was growing displeased with Warner as his contract was expiring and would relocate to Europe from Hollywood, becoming an international star on TV, and eventually, in films. Warners also contracted established stars such as Ray Danton[image: External link], Peter Breck[image: External link], Jeanne Cooper[image: External link] and Grant Williams[image: External link]. These stars often appeared as guest stars, sometimes reprising their series role in another TV series.

The stars appeared in Warner Bros. cinema releases with no additional salary, with some such as Zimbalist, Walker, Garner (replacing Charlton Heston[image: External link] in Darby's Rangers[image: External link]), and Danton (replacing Robert Evans[image: External link] in The Rise and Fall of Legs Diamond[image: External link][11]) playing the lead roles; many of the stars appeared in ensemble casts in such films as The Chapman Report[image: External link] and Merill's Marauders[image: External link]. Some stars such as Connie Stevens, Edd Byrnes, Robert Conrad and Roger Smith made albums for Warner Bros. Records[image: External link].

It was during this period, that shows, particularly Westerns like Cheyenne and Maverick; and the crime dramas like 77 Sunset Strip[image: External link], Hawaiian Eye[image: External link] and Surfside 6[image: External link] featured catchy theme songs, that became just as much a part of the American pop culture landscape, as the shows themselves. Depending on the particular show (in this case, the Westerns), William Lava[image: External link] or David Buttolph[image: External link] would compose the music, with lyrics by Stan Jones[image: External link] or Paul Francis Webster[image: External link], among others. For the crime shows, it was up to the songwriting team of Jerry Livingston[image: External link] and Mack David[image: External link], who also scored the themes for the sitcom Room for One More[image: External link], and The Bugs Bunny Show[image: External link].

In 1960, WBTV turned its attentions to the younger viewer, for one program, anyway, as they brought Bugs Bunny[image: External link] and the other WB cartoon characters to prime time, with The Bugs Bunny Show[image: External link], which featured cartoons released after July 31, 1948 (which had not been sold to a.a.p.), combined with newly animated introductory material. Also, that year saw the debut of The Roaring Twenties[image: External link] (which was thought to be a more benign alternative to Desilu[image: External link]'s The Untouchables[image: External link]. Whether or not that was the actual case, it was, in fact, much less successful).

WBTV expanded on its existing genre of Westerns and crime dramas, and in January, 1962, produced its first sitcom, Room For One More[image: External link]. Based on the memoirs of Anna Rose[image: External link], which in 1952 WB made into a movie starring Cary Grant[image: External link] and his then wife Betsy Drake[image: External link] (the only movie that they worked together in) about a married couple with two children of their own, who went on to adopt at least two more, the TV series starred Andrew Duggan[image: External link] and Peggy McKay as George and Anna Rose. Acting legend Mickey Rooney[image: External link]'s son Tim[image: External link], and Ahna Capri[image: External link], who would continue to do episodic TV roles and feature films (arguably, her best-known movie was Enter the Dragon[image: External link] starring Bruce Lee[image: External link]) were cast as the Rose's natural children. The show only lasted for half a season. In the fall of that year, a WWII drama The Gallant Men[image: External link] debuted, but lasted for only one season.

WBTV exclusively produced shows for the ABC network until 1963, when Temple Houston[image: External link] premiered on NBC[image: External link].

In 1964, WBTV once again tried to turn a classic film comedy of its own into a sitcom, with No Time for Sergeants[image: External link]. Both the sitcom and the 1958 movie were based on the 1955 Broadway play, which starred Andy Griffith[image: External link] (TV's U.S. Steel Hour[image: External link] also adapted the stage play for TV in 1956). The sitcom starred Sammy Jackson[image: External link] as Will Stockdale, a naive Georgia farm boy drafted into the military. 1965 saw the debut of F-Troop[image: External link], a Western spoof taking place at a U.S. Army post after the Civil War. Despite lasting two seasons, it is still considered a classic. Forrest Tucker[image: External link], Larry Storch[image: External link], and Ken Berry[image: External link] led an ensemble cast featuring military misfits, and an Indian tribe, who, among other things, forgot how to do a rain dance.

The streak of identifiable series subsided in 1963 with a halt of using stock company (acting)[image: External link] contract players and Jack Webb[image: External link] taking over WBTV and not being particularly successful. However, many series were still filmed at Warner Bros. such as F-Troop[image: External link] and The F.B.I.[image: External link][12]
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In 1976, the company acquired The Wolper Organization, most notably for Chico and the Man[image: External link] and Welcome Back, Kotter[image: External link]. In 1989, it acquired Lorimar-Telepictures[image: External link]. Telepictures[image: External link] was later folded into WBTV's distribution unit, and in 1990, came back as a television production company. In 1993, Lorimar Television[image: External link] was folded into WBTV.

In 2006, WBTV made its vast library of programs available for free viewing on the Internet (through sister company AOL[image: External link]'s IN2TV[image: External link] service), with Welcome Back, Kotter as its marquee offering. Some of these programs have not been seen publicly since their last syndicated release in the 1980s.

WBTV has had a number of affiliated production houses that have co-produced many of their shows with WBTV. These include but are not limited to: Bruce Helford[image: External link]'s Mohawk Productions (The Drew Carey Show[image: External link], The Norm Show[image: External link], The Oblongs[image: External link], George Lopez[image: External link]), John Wells Productions[image: External link] ( ER[image: External link], The West Wing[image: External link], Third Watch[image: External link]), Chuck Lorre Productions[image: External link] (Two and a Half Men[image: External link], The Big Bang Theory[image: External link], Mike & Molly[image: External link], Mom[image: External link]), Jerry Bruckheimer Television[image: External link] (Without a Trace[image: External link], Cold Case[image: External link]), Bad Robot Productions[image: External link] ( Fringe[image: External link], Person of Interest[image: External link], Revolution[image: External link]), Rockne S. O'Bannon Television, Miller-Boyett Productions[image: External link] – which was inherited from Lorimar (Full House[image: External link], Family Matters[image: External link]) and in 2010, Conan O'Brien[image: External link]'s production company Conaco[image: External link] switched its affiliation to WBTV from Universal Media Studios[image: External link], coinciding with O'Brien's move to his new talk show, Conan[image: External link] at Time Warner-owned TBS[image: External link].[13]

In August 2009 in Australia, The Nine Network and Warner Bros. Television launched digital free-to-air channel GO! with Warner Bros. Television holding a 33% stake in the new joint venture with Sony Pictures (titles were later picked up by rival Seven[image: External link] in 2011). During that, the network signed 4 more years with the output between 2011 and 2015.

On June 11, 2012, Warner Bros. Television acquired Alloy Entertainment[image: External link].[14][15] On June 2, 2014, Warner Bros. Television Group purchased all of Eyeworks[image: External link]' companies outside of the United States, rebranding as Warner Bros. International Television Production[image: External link]. Eyeworks USA however, will remain independent.[16]
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The CW






This article is about the American television network. For the University of Alabama newspaper, see The Crimson White[image: External link]. For other uses, see CW (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The CW Television Network (commonly referred to as just The CW) is an American English language[image: External link] broadcast[image: External link] television network that is operated by The CW Network, LLC, a limited liability[image: External link] joint venture[1] between CBS Corporation[image: External link], the former owners of the United Paramount Network ( UPN[image: External link]), and the Warner Bros. Entertainment[image: External link] division of Time Warner[image: External link], former majority owner of The WB Television Network[image: External link]. The "CW" name is an acronym[image: External link] derived from the first letters of the names of its two parent corporations (CBS and Warner Bros.).

The network made its debut on September 18, 2006, after its two predecessors, UPN and The WB, respectively ceased independent operations on September 15 and 17 of that year. The CW's first two nights of programming – on September 18 and 19, 2006 – consisted of reruns and launch-related specials[image: External link]. The CW marked its formal launch date on September 20, 2006, with the two-hour premiere of the seventh cycle[image: External link] of America's Next Top Model[image: External link]. As of 2008, the network's programming lineup was intended to appeal mainly to women between the ages of 18 and 34,[4] although starting in 2011 the network increased in programming that appeal to men.[5] The network currently runs programming six days a week: airing Monday through Fridays in the afternoon and in prime time, along with a Saturday morning live-action educational programming[image: External link] block produced by Litton Entertainment[image: External link] called One Magnificent Morning[image: External link].

The CW is also available in Canada on cable[image: External link], satellite[image: External link] and IPTV[image: External link] providers through stations owned-and-operated[image: External link] by CBS Corporation and affiliates[image: External link] that are located within proximity to the Canada–United States border[image: External link] (whose broadcasts of CW shows are subject to simultaneous substitution[image: External link] laws imposed by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link], if a Canadian network holds the broadcast rights); it is also available through two affiliates owned by Tribune Media[image: External link] that are classified in that country as superstations[image: External link] – New York City affiliate WPIX[image: External link] and Los Angeles affiliate KTLA[image: External link].

The CW is also available in Mexico through affiliates located near the Mexico–U.S. border[image: External link] (such as KFMB-DT2[image: External link]/San Diego[image: External link]- Tijuana[image: External link], KECY-DT3[image: External link] in El Centro, California[image: External link], KVIA-DT2[image: External link] in El Paso[image: External link], and KCWT-CD[image: External link] with simulcasters KFXV-LD2[image: External link] and KNVO-DT4[image: External link] in McAllen[image: External link]–Brownsville, Texas[image: External link]) on pay television providers. In both countries, some CW affiliates are receivable over-the-air in border areas depending on the station's signal coverage[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1993–2006: Origins




Main articles: The WB[image: External link] and UPN[image: External link]


The CW Television Network is a successor to The WB[image: External link] and the United Paramount Network ( UPN[image: External link]), both of which launched within one week of each other in January 1995, with the former making its debut first on January 11 and the latter premiering five days later on January 16.[6]

UPN and The WB both began just as the Fox[image: External link] network had started to secure a foothold with American television audiences. The two networks launched to limited fanfare and generally mediocre to poor results. However, over the subsequent 11 1⁄2 seasons, both were able to air several series that became quite popular (such as Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link], Star Trek: Voyager[image: External link], 7th Heaven, Dawson's Creek[image: External link] and Charmed). Towards the end of their first decade on the air, The WB and UPN were in decline, unable to reach the audience share or have the effect that Fox had gained within its first decade, much less that of the Big Three[image: External link] networks ( ABC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link] and NBC[image: External link]). In the eleven years that UPN and The WB were in operation, the two networks lost a combined $2 billion.[7] Incidentally, Chris-Craft Industries, Viacom and Time Warner officials had discussed a possible merger of UPN and The WB as early as September 1995, only nine months after their respective launches; however, discussions ultimately broke down over issues on how to combine Chris-Craft and Tribune Broadcasting[image: External link]'s station interests in the proposal to merge the networks, since the two companies' station portfolios overlapped with one another in several major markets[8] than facing questionable futures as separate networks.

Executives from CBS and Time Warner announced on January 24, 2006,[9] that they would respectively shut down UPN and The WB, and combine resources to form a new broadcast network, to be known as The CW Television Network, that would – at the outset – feature programming from both of its predecessors-to-be as well as new content developed specifically for the new network.[10][11] CBS chairman Leslie Moonves[image: External link] explained that the name of the new network was formed from the first letters of CBS and Warner Bros, joking, "We couldn't call it the WC[image: External link] for obvious reasons." Although some executives reportedly disliked the new name, Moonves stated in March 2006[12] that there was "zero chance" the name would change, citing research claiming 48% of the target demographic were already aware of the CW name.

In May 2006, The CW announced that it would pick up a combined thirteen programs from its two predecessors to air as part of the network's inaugural fall schedule: seven series held over from The WB (7th Heaven, Beauty and the Geek[image: External link], Gilmore Girls, One Tree Hill, Reba[image: External link], Smallville and Supernatural) and six held over from UPN (America's Next Top Model[image: External link], Veronica Mars, Everybody Hates Chris, Girlfriends[image: External link], All of Us and WWE SmackDown). Upon the network's launch, The CW chose to use the scheduling model utilized by The WB due in part to the fact that it had a more extensive base programming schedule than UPN, allowing for a larger total of weekly programming hours for the new network to fill. (The WB carried 30 hours of programming each week because of its having a children's program block and a daytime lineup that UPN did not offer; UPN was primarily a prime time-only network with 12 weekly hours of network programming at the time of the network's shutdown).[13]
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 2006–2011: Beginnings




Like both UPN and The WB, The CW targets its programming towards younger audiences. CBS and Time Warner hoped that combining their networks' schedules and affiliate lineups would strengthen The CW into a fifth "major" broadcast network. One week before the network's official launch, on September 11, 2006, a new, full version of the network website, www.cwtv.com[image: External link], was launched[image: External link]; the website began to feature more in-depth information about The CW's shows.

The CW launched with a premiere special/launch party from the CBS[image: External link]-produced Entertainment Tonight[image: External link] at Warner Bros. Studios[image: External link] in Burbank[image: External link], California on September 18, 2006, after a repeat of the tenth-season finale of 7th Heaven;[14] the same schedule was repeated on September 19, with the sixth-season finale of Gilmore Girls airing in the second hour of prime time.[15] The network continued to air season finales from the previous season through the remainder of the first week, except for America's Next Top Model and WWE SmackDown, which respectively began their new seasons on September 20 and 22, with two-hour premieres. When Top Model made its network premiere on September 20, 2006, The CW scored a 3.4 rating/5 share (with hourly ratings of 3.1/5 and 3.6/6; The CW placed fifth overall) in the Nielsen household ratings. It scored a 2.6 rating among Adults 18–49, finishing fourth in that age demographic and beating the 2.2 rating earned by Fox on that night. The network's second week consisted of season and series premieres for all of its other series from September 25 to October 1, with the exception of Veronica Mars, which debuted its third season on October 3.[16]

Despite having several of the most popular programs carried over from UPN and The WB as part of its schedule, The CW – even though it experienced some success with newer programs that launched in subsequent seasons which became modest hits – largely struggled to gain an audience foothold throughout its first five years on the air. Because of declining viewership for the network during the 2007–08 season and effects from the Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link], the network announced on March 4, 2008, that it would eliminate its comedy department (dismissing executive vice president of comedy Kim Fleary, and senior vice president of comedy Steve Veisel), while also combining its drama and current programming departments into a single scripted programming unit. The corporate restructuring – which also included the elimination of certain positions, other newly opened positions being left unfilled, layoffs from the Kids' WB unit (as the block was set to be replaced by The CW4Kids[image: External link] on May 24), and the elimination and transfer of marketing positions at The CW Plus[image: External link] to the network's marketing department – resulted in the layoffs of around 25 to 30 employees.[17][18]

On May 9, 2008, The CW announced that it would lease its Sunday lineup (then running from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time[image: External link])[19][20] to production company Media Rights Capital (MRC). As Sundays have historically been a low-rated night for the network during its first two seasons on the air (due to stiff competition from CBS, ABC and Fox's strong Sunday lineups, and complicated further by NBC's acquisition of Sunday Night Football[image: External link] in September 2006, shortly before The CW debuted), the move allowed The CW to concentrate on its Monday through Saturday prime time schedule, while giving MRC the right to develop and schedule programs of its own choosing and reap advertising revenue generated by the lineup. The Sunday series that were scheduled – two reality series (4Real and In Harm's Way) and two scripted series (romantic dramedy Valentine and drama Easy Money) – performed poorly in the ratings (averaging only 1.04 million viewers[21]), prompting The CW to scrap its agreement with MRC and program Sunday nights on its own starting on November 30, 2008. With no first-run programming available to run on Sundays as a backup, the network added reruns of The Drew Carey Show[image: External link] and Jericho[image: External link], and movies to replace the MRC-produced programs.[22]

One of the shows carried over to the network from UPN, WWE Friday Night SmackDown, ended its run on The CW after the September 26, 2008, episode due to negotiations ending between the WWE[image: External link] and The CW on renewing the program. Representatives for The CW later confirmed that it had chosen not to continue carrying SmackDown because the network had redefined its target audience as exclusively females 18 to 34 years old,[7] whereas Smackdown targeted a predominately male audience – although it continued to air some shows that targeted male viewers afterward, such as Smallville and Supernatural. Following Smackdown's move to MyNetworkTV[image: External link] that same season, the Fox[image: External link]-owned network (which launched the same month as The CW's debut, albeit two weeks earlier, on September 5, 2006) began beating The CW in the Friday ratings every week from that program's debut on the network, though The CW continued to beat MyNetworkTV overall.[23] SmackDown would eventually leave broadcast television altogether in October 2010, when the program moved to the Syfy[image: External link] cable channel before moving to USA Network[image: External link] in 2016 as part of WWE[image: External link]'s plan to consolidate all of its programming airing on NBCUniversal[image: External link] networks to USA Network.

The CW has generally struggled in the Nielsen ratings since its inception, primarily placing fifth in all statistics tabulated by Nielsen[image: External link] (total audience viewership and demographic ratings). On several occasions, The CW has even been outrated by Spanish language network Univision[image: External link]. This had led to speculation within the industry (including a May 16, 2008 article in The Wall Street Journal[image: External link][7]) that CBS, Time Warner or both companies could abandon the venture if ratings did not improve. However, The CW's fortunes were buoyed in the 2008–09 and 2009–10 television seasons thanks to increased ratings among females in the 18–34 demographic and the buzz that some of its newer series (such as Gossip Girl, 90210 and The Vampire Diaries) had generated with audiences. Executives with CBS Corporation and Time Warner also emphasized their commitment to the network.[24]

On May 5, 2009, The CW announced that it would give the five hours of network time on Sundays back to its affiliated stations that fall, effectively becoming a weeknight-only network in prime time, in addition to The CW Daytime and The CW4Kids blocks (the latter block, airing on Saturday mornings, would remain the only weekend programming supplied by the network).[25][26] This, in turn, resulted in the discontinuance of the Sunday late afternoon repeat block that The CW inherited from The WB (formerly branded by that network as "EasyView") through its use of the predecessor network's scheduling model. Subsequently, in mid-May, 65% of The CW's affiliates, including those carrying The CW Plus, signed agreements to continue to air the replacement MGM[image: External link] Showcase movie package on Sundays, which was offered as a traditional syndicated film package meant for The CW's former prime time slot on that night.[27]
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 2011–2012: New leadership




On April 28, 2011, Mark Pedowitz[image: External link] was appointed by the network to succeed original president of entertainment Dawn Ostroff[image: External link]; Pedowitz assumed broader responsibilities in The CW's business operations than Ostroff had, as the network's first president.[28] As president of entertainment, Ostroff oversaw entertainment operations while John Maatta, the network's chief operating officer, handled business affairs; both reported to a board composed of CBS and Warner Bros. executives. Maatta began reporting to Pedowitz as a result of the latter's appointment as network president.[28]

Pedowitz revealed that the core target demographic of the network would not change, though The CW would attempt to lure new viewers. Pedowitz began looking to bring comedies back to The CW after former president, Dawn Ostroff, publicly declared that the difficulty of developing comedies for its target demographic as the reason for their removal from the network following the 2008–09 season[image: External link] (with Everybody Hates Chris, and The Game – a spin-off of Girlfriends – becoming the last comedies to be cancelled).[29] The network also ordered more episodes of its original series and ran them consecutively through the first week of December, starting on September 12, without repeats.[30] In July 2012, Pedowitz no longer referred to the target demographic of The CW as women 18-34, but rather that it would now be an "18-34 adult network".[5]
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 2012–present: Breakthrough




The CW began to experience more success with the introduction of action-superhero series Arrow (based on DC Comics' Green Arrow[image: External link] franchise), which received favorable reviews from critics and became a hit with audiences when it premiered in September 2012. As evidence of the network's refocusing toward a more inclusive audience, Arrow not only premiered to some of the highest viewership totals in the network's history (the third highest overall as of 2015, behind the series premieres of The Vampire Diaries and The Flash), it also gave the network its strongest performance in the demographic of males 18-34 since Smallville ended its run in May 2011. Around this time, the network introduced an image campaign under the "TV Now" slogan, in part to emphasize the availability of CW content across television, computer and mobile platforms.[31]

The CW continued to build momentum in subsequent seasons. The network finally found success with its summer programming in 2013, with the revival of the U.S. version of the improv comedy series Whose Line Is It Anyway?, which later became part of the network's fall-to-spring schedule; this was subsequently followed in 2014 by the strong performance of midseason[image: External link] sci-fi drama The 100. On November 21, 2013, The CW beat NBC for the first time in the key demographic of Adults 18-49 for a single calendar night.[32]

On April 28, 2014, CBS and The CW announced that they would begin jointly coordinating advertising sales.[33] The two networks will continue to set pricing for commercials independently of one another, but the sales teams now coordinate and share resources in research and other areas to develop strategies that bring value to advertising. Rob Tuck, executive vice president of sales for The CW, would continue to report to Mark Pedowitz, but with added direction from CBS' president of sales, Jo Ann Ross.

On October 14, 2014, The CW announced that John Maatta would step down as its executive vice president.[34] Maatta is the longest serving executive of The CW, having transitioned from his post as Chief Operating Officer at The WB; Maatta also holds the distinction of being the first employee hired by The WB, after that network's co-founder Jamie Kellner[image: External link]. Company-wide cutbacks at Time Warner resulted in the Warner Bros. Entertainment division instituting several layoffs and the elimination of executive positions at The CW in November 2014. One of these positions belonged to senior vice president of alternative programming Kristen Connolly Vadas,[35] one of two alternative programming executives at The CW, who had been in charge of the network's unscripted projects since 2008.

The 2014–15 season saw the premieres of three critically acclaimed shows that also earned strong ratings: Arrow spin-off The Flash, the freshman comedy-drama Jane the Virgin (loosely adapted from the Venezuelan telenovela Juana la Virgen[image: External link]), and freshman offbeat crime dramedy iZombie (a loose adaptation based on DC's Vertigo[image: External link] comic book series of the same name[image: External link]). The Flash surpassed The Vampire Dairies as the highest-rated premiere in the network's history and became the most watched show on the network. Jane the Virgin, meanwhile, earned some of the highest critical praise of any series during the 2014–15 television season, and during its first season, became the first CW series ever to have been nominated for and win a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] (with lead actress Gina Rodriguez[image: External link] winning the Golden Globe for "Best Actress in a Comedy or Variety Series"). iZombie, which premiered as a mid-season replacement[image: External link], earned both strong ratings (at one point becoming the third highest-rated show on The CW) and critical acclaim. Overall, the network ended the 2014–15 season posting its highest average total viewership in a single television season since 2007–08 with 2.15 million viewers, a 12% increase in total viewership year-to-year; The CW also posted its highest seasonal demographic ratings among males ages 18–49 with a 0.8 share.[36] The network's Summer 2015 schedule also saw the debut of Significant Mother, the first original half-hour sitcom to air on The CW since 2009 (other scripted half-hour comedies have aired on the network since that time, consisting of imported series acquired by The CW through distribution deals with Canadian and British producers).

The 2015–16 season saw two shows that receive similar success: the freshman musical comedy-drama Crazy Ex-Girlfriend and the Arrow/Flash spin-off DC's Legends of Tomorrow. Crazy Ex-Girlfriend became one of the most critically acclaimed shows of the season and became the second show on the network to be nominated and win a Golden Globe Award (with actress Rachel Bloom[image: External link] win a Golden Globe Award for Best Actress in a Comedy or Variety Series); DC's Legends of Tomorrow, meanwhile, earned high ratings for the network and became the most watched show on the network's Thursday night block in two years. On the other hand, Containment was cancelled following mixed reviews and falling ratings (although the series had been promoted as being a limited series).[37]

The 2016–17 season saw mixed fortunes with CBS transplant Supergirl providing a boost to the lineup, while freshmen series Frequency and No Tomorrow failed to live up to ratings expectations and were canceled.[38][39] Critically acclaimed freshman series Riverdale fared better, securing a renewal despite modest ratings.[40]
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 Programming




Main article: List of programs broadcast by The CW


As of September 2015, The CW currently provides 20 hours of regularly scheduled network programming each week, over the course of six days. The network provides ten hours of prime time programming to its owned-and-operated and affiliated stations on Monday through Fridays from 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time. Outside of prime time, an hour of daytime programming is also offered Monday through Fridays from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. in all time zones, in the form of talk show The Robert Irvine Show (though a few affiliates – such as WPIX[image: External link] in New York City, WPWR-TV[image: External link] in Chicago, KDAF[image: External link] in Dallas[image: External link]-Fort Worth[image: External link], KPXJ[image: External link] in Shreveport[image: External link] and WCCB[image: External link] in Charlotte[image: External link] – carry the show earlier in the afternoon); while weekend programming consists solely of a five-hour educational programming[image: External link] block called "One Magnificent Morning[image: External link]" (which airs as part of the CW schedule through a time-lease agreement with Litton Entertainment[image: External link]) on Saturday mornings from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in all time zones.

The weekday daytime hour provided by the network and the Litton-produced Saturday morning block (the latter of which is subject to scheduling variances similar to the weekday hour in some markets, such as in Atlanta[image: External link] and San Diego[image: External link]) are designed to be tape delayed[image: External link] and are therefore recommended to air in the same time slot in all time zones, though both are broadcast one hour earlier on affiliates of The CW Plus in the Central[image: External link], Mountain[image: External link] and Alaska Time Zones[image: External link]. In Guam[image: External link], CW Plus affiliate KTKB-LD[image: External link] in Hagåtña[image: External link] airs the CW schedule day and date on a one-day tape delay from its initial broadcast because of the time difference between Guam and the continental United States[image: External link] as the island is on the west side of the International Date Line[image: External link]. As of 2017, Supernatural (which originally aired on The WB) is the only CW series carried over from either of the network's respective predecessors that continues to be broadcast on the network.

The CW formerly aired short segments during commercial breaks within certain episodes of its programs known as "Content Wraps" – a play on the network's name – in order to advertise one company's product during part or the entirety of a commercial break. The entertainment magazine series CW Now was inspired in part by the success of the Content Wraps as it was intended to be a series with product placement[image: External link];[41] the program was cancelled in 2008, after a single 23-episode season. For the 2006–07 season, The CW reached an agreement with American Eagle Outfitters[image: External link] to incorporate tie-ins with the company's aerie[image: External link] clothing line as part of the Content Wrap concept within the network's Tuesday night schedule, which included subjects in the commercials commenting on plot points in each of the shows.[42] The agreement was cut down to regular advertising in February 2007, after a fan backlash by viewers of both shows and general criticism of the campaign.[43]
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 Children's programming




Main articles: Kids' WB[image: External link], Toonzai[image: External link], Vortexx[image: External link], and One Magnificent Morning[image: External link]


On September 23, 2006, the Kids' WB[image: External link] children's programming block – which originated on The WB in September 1995 and continued to be produced by Warner Bros. Television – was carried over to The CW as part of its inaugural programming lineup; although the network on which it originated ceased operations the week before, the "Kids' WB" branding was retained for the block. On October 2, 2007, through a joint decision between corporate parents Warner Bros. Television and CBS Corporation, The CW announced that it would discontinue the Kids' WB block due to competition from cable channels aimed at the demographic (such as Cartoon Network[image: External link], which carried many series shared with the block and vice versa, Nickelodeon[image: External link] and Disney Channel[image: External link]), as well as the effects of children's advertising limits, and would sell the programming rights to the network's Saturday morning block to 4Kids Entertainment[image: External link] (which at the time of the announcement, had produced a competing children's programming block, 4Kids TV[image: External link], for Fox[image: External link]).[44] Kids' WB ended its run on May 17, 2008 (though some CW affiliates that delayed the block to Sundays, such as Atlanta[image: External link] O&O WUPA[image: External link], aired the block for the last time on May 18).

The following week on May 24, 2008, 4Kids took over responsibility for The CW's Saturday morning children's lineup, with the debut of a new block called The CW4Kids[image: External link]. The block's lineup initially consisted mostly of programs carried over from Kids' WB, before eventually adding 4Kids-produced shows such as Chaotic[image: External link] as well as new seasons of Yu-Gi-Oh![image: External link] and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles[image: External link].[45] The block was rebranded into Toonzai[image: External link] on August 14, 2010 (though The CW4Kids name was retained as a sub-brand to fulfill branding obligations that the network had to comply with per 4Kids Entertainment's contract to lease The CW's Saturday morning timeslots); Toonzai ended its run on August 18, 2012.

On July 3, 2012, Saban Brands[image: External link] and Kidsco Media Ventures, affiliates of Saban Capital Group[image: External link], entered into an agreement to program the five-hour Saturday morning time slot with a new action-adventure and comedy programming block for The CW.[46][47] TheCW4Kids/Toonzai was replaced by Vortexx[image: External link] on August 25, 2012, featuring programs such as Power Rangers Lost Galaxy[image: External link] and WWE Saturday Morning Slam[image: External link], the latter of which marked the return of WWE programming to the network since WWE Smackdown moved to MyNetworkTV in 2008.[48]

On June 5, 2014, The CW announced an agreement with Litton Entertainment[image: External link] to program a block of live-action series designed to comply with the FCC's educational programming[image: External link] guidelines. Vortexx (which was the last remaining non-educational children's block on the major U.S. broadcast networks) was replaced by One Magnificent Morning[image: External link] on October 4, 2014, effectively ending forever the nearly 60-year history of cartoons on Saturday morning television.[49][50] The block features a mix of wildlife and lifestyle-themed programs, similar in vein to those featured on the Litton-produced blocks aired by ABC[image: External link] and CW sister network CBS[image: External link] (one of its initial programs, Expedition Wild, was moved over to "One Magnificent Morning" from the ABC block; while one of the CW block's early entries, Rock the Park, moved to "Litton's Weekend Adventure" after one season).[51][52] On January 7, 2016, The CW and Litton announced a five-year renewal for the block, extending it through the 2020–21 broadcast season.[53]
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 Differences between The CW and the "Big Four" networks
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 Network programming and scheduling




The CW airs its prime time programming for only two hours on Monday through Friday evenings, compared to the three hours on Monday through Saturdays and four hours on Sunday nights programmed by the three longest-established networks, ABC, CBS and NBC. This "common prime" scheduling (which was originated by Fox when it launched its prime time schedule in April 1987, and later adopted by CW predecessors The WB and UPN when they launched in January 1995) allows the option for affiliates to air either a local newscast, syndicated programming or both during the 10:00–11:00 p.m. (Eastern and Pacific Time) time period. As with The WB and UPN, The CW does not run network programming on Saturday nights – even though it maintains a syndicated children's program block on Saturday mornings – allowing affiliates to run syndicated programs, sports, movies or network programs that were preempted from earlier in the week because of special programming carried by the station, in the 8:00–10:00 p.m. (Eastern and Pacific) time period (MyNetworkTV also does not carry any weekend prime time programming, having turned network time on Saturday evenings over to its affiliates in March 2007[54]).

The CW is also tied with NBC (if its morning news program Today[image: External link] is not counted) for the fewest daytime hours programmed by any of the major broadcast networks, running only one hour of programming each weekday afternoon (compared to 4 1⁄2 daytime hours on CBS and three hours on ABC). The CW, unlike the "Big Four" broadcast networks, also does not air any national newscasts[image: External link], network-supplied sports or late-night programming[image: External link].

Because of these factors, The CW's affiliates handle the responsibility of programming non-network time periods, with the majority of its stations filling those slots mainly with syndicated programming. However, some of the network's affiliates broadcast their own local news and/or sports programs (either produced by the station itself or through outsourcing agreements with an affiliate of another network). Many affiliates also carry telecasts of basketball[image: External link], football[image: External link] and in some cases, other collegiate sporting events (such as baseball[image: External link] or hockey[image: External link]) that are produced by syndicators such as American Sports Network[image: External link] and Raycom Sports[image: External link], while a few (mainly those owned by Tribune Broadcasting, such as former Chicago affiliate WGN-TV) carry games from local teams of major professional sports leagues such as Major League Baseball[image: External link] and the NBA[image: External link].
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 Affiliate distribution




Like its predecessors UPN and by technicality, The WB (as none of Tribune Broadcasting's WB stations were considered to be O&Os since Time Warner held majority ownership of that network), The CW does not have owned-and-operated stations[image: External link] in any of the three largest U.S. television markets – New York City, Los Angeles and Chicago. The network's largest owned-and-operated station is CBS-owned WPSG[image: External link] in Philadelphia[image: External link], which also became UPN's largest O&O after Chris-Craft Industries (which sold most of its UPN stations, including its affiliates in New York City[image: External link] and Los Angeles[image: External link], to Fox Television Stations[image: External link] in 2001[55]) had its ownership stake in that network acquired by Viacom in March 2000[56][57] (neither UPN nor the DuMont Television Network[image: External link] had an O&O in Chicago at all; a similar situation arose with DuMont's O&O in Los Angeles, present-day CW affiliate KTLA[image: External link] – which had disaffiliated from the network in 1948 shortly after the FCC ruled that it and WDTV in Pittsburgh[image: External link] (now KDKA-TV[image: External link], a CW corporate cousin through CBS Corporation), to be O&Os through their then-owner Paramount Pictures[image: External link]' voting stock interest in DuMont).

Because Tribune Broadcasting does not maintain an ownership stake in The CW, its stations in the two respective top markets (WPIX and KTLA) are actually affiliates[image: External link] of the network; CBS Corporation owns secondary stations – both independents[image: External link] – in two of the three markets, KCAL-TV[image: External link] in Los Angeles and WLNY-TV[image: External link] in the New York City market (however, while KCAL was owned by CBS at the network's launch, WLNY was not acquired by CBS until 2011; neither station carries CW programming, though, because of the network's affiliation deals with Tribune-owned stations in those markets, and in the latter case, WLNY's over-the-air signal does not serve the entire New York City market – resulting in most residents in the metropolitan area receiving the station mainly through cable or satellite – due to being licensed to the Long Island[image: External link] community of Riverhead[image: External link], restricting its transmitter from being located more than 15 miles (24 km) from its city of license[image: External link] under FCC[image: External link] regulations). Unlike with The WB and UPN (the latter network's founding owners, Chris-Craft and Viacom, both had their own station groups that formed UPN's core stations at its launch), only one of The CW's co-owners – CBS Corporation – maintains ownership of the network's owned-and-operated stations (Time Warner does not have a station group of its own, although its Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] division does own Atlanta independent station WPCH-TV[image: External link], which does not carry CW programming because of the network's affiliation with CBS-owned WUPA).
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 Digital multicasting and cable television




Unlike the other major networks, The CW distributes its programming in small and certain mid-sized markets throughout the United States (generally those ranked among the bottom 110 Nielsen[image: External link] media markets[image: External link]) through The CW Plus[image: External link], a separate national feed that is carried on a mixture of full-power and low-power stations[image: External link] in some markets, and cable-only outlets and digital subchannel[image: External link] affiliations on major network stations in markets that do not have enough commercial stations to support a standalone CW affiliate (several of The CW Plus's digital subchannel outlets originally operated as cable-only affiliates at the network's launch). The service offers its own master schedule of syndicated and brokered programming[image: External link] acquired by the network (including some feature films and infomercials[image: External link]) during non-network programming hours, although some CW Plus affiliates may also run local newscasts produced by a major network affiliate.

CW predecessor The WB previously had two cable-only affiliate outlets: WGN America[image: External link], the national superstation[image: External link] feed of WGN-TV at the time, from January 1995 to October 1999[58][59] and network-operated The WB 100+ Station Group[image: External link] (the direct predecessor to The CW Plus), which was formed in September 1998 and had several of its cable-only outlets join The CW Plus at the CW network's launch. Not all of the network's cable-only affiliates were CW Plus outlets, WT05[image: External link] in Toledo, Ohio[image: External link] offered its own schedule of syndicated programs during non-network hours that was programmed by its then-owner Block Communications[image: External link], which also operates that market's major cable provider Buckeye CableSystem[image: External link] (WT05 now exists as "CW13," having been converted into a digital subchannel of Gray Television[image: External link]-owned ABC affiliate WTVG[image: External link] in October 2014). Though The CW is the only network with a station group that includes cable-only outlets, it is actually one of only three networks that have had cable-only stations within its affiliate body (MyNetworkTV currently has WNFM-TV[image: External link] in Fort Myers, Florida[image: External link], while ABC formerly had a cable-only affiliate in Winchester, Virginia[image: External link]-based TV3 Winchester[image: External link] until Gray shut the channel down in December 2013).
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 News programming




The CW does not produce any national news content, while the majority of its affiliates do not have their own news operations. As of April 2017, the network currently has only seven affiliates that produce their own local news programming, most of which were carry-overs from previous affiliations: WPIX in New York City and KTLA in Los Angeles started their news departments as independent stations and/or during early affiliations with other networks including DuMont; WCCB[image: External link] in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link][60] started its news operation as a Fox affiliate; WISH-TV[image: External link] in Indianapolis[image: External link][61] (which became a CW affiliate on January 1, 2015) started its news operation as an ABC affiliate before affiliating with CBS in 1956; and KDAF[image: External link] in Dallas[image: External link], KIAH[image: External link] in Houston[image: External link] and WSFL-TV[image: External link] in Miami use non-traditional formats (in the form of a newsreel[image: External link]-style program known as NewsFix). KTLA has the largest number of weekly hours devoted to local news programming of any CW affiliate with 66½ hours each week.

Four other CW-affiliated stations maintained in-house news operations, but have since disaffiliated from the network or discontinued in-house production:


	WGN-TV in Chicago has maintained a news department since it launched as a CBS affiliate in 1948; the station – which, along with sister stations KTLA and WPIX, transitioned into a news-intensive outlet during its tenure with The CW – retains a news-heavy format after disaffiliating from the network in September 2016;

	Under Tribune Broadcasting ownership, WLVI[image: External link] in Boston[image: External link] produced an in-house 10:00 p.m. newscast, which was replaced in December 2006 with one produced by then-NBC affiliate (now independent) WHDH[image: External link], after Tribune sold WLVI to that station's longtime owner Sunbeam Television[image: External link];

	
XETV-TDT[image: External link] in Tijuana[image: External link], Baja California[image: External link], Mexico (serving the San Diego[image: External link] market) retained the news department it launched in 1999 as a Fox affiliate when it joined The CW in August 2008; XETV's news department shut down on March 31, 2017, following the earlier announcement that the CW affiliation in San Diego would move to a subchannel of CBS affiliate KFMB-TV[image: External link];[62]


	In April 2012, KCWI-TV[image: External link] in Des Moines, Iowa[image: External link] broadcast a morning news and talk program, which transitioned from an in-house production to a production of ABC affiliate WOI-DT[image: External link] on April 11, 2016, as a result of Nexstar Broadcasting's acquisition of KCWI.[63]




News programming on CW affiliates – if the station carries any – is often outsourced to another major network affiliate in the market, especially if they are operated as part of a duopoly[image: External link] or management agreement[image: External link], such as Tribune's respective CW-Fox duopolies of KWGN-TV[image: External link]/ KDVR[image: External link] in Denver[image: External link] and KPLR-TV[image: External link]/ KTVI[image: External link] in St. Louis[image: External link] (the Fox stations in both duopolies – KDVR and KTVI – were formerly owned by Local TV[image: External link], with Tribune-owned KWGN and KPLR respectively consolidating with those stations through local marketing agreements formed as part of a wider partnership involving Local TV, which Tribune bought outright in 2013);[64] Evansville[image: External link], Indiana affiliate WTVW[image: External link] (which joined The CW in January 2013) and ABC affiliate WEHT[image: External link] (a virtual duopoly formed through Nexstar Broadcasting Group[image: External link]'s 2011 purchase of WEHT and trade of WTVW to partner group Mission Broadcasting[image: External link]);[65] and the CW-CBS O&O duopoly of KMAX-TV[image: External link]/ KOVR[image: External link] in Sacramento[image: External link] (the former of which has produced a morning newscast since it was a UPN station, and – despite the two becoming a duopoly in 2005 – has remained separate from a competing program on KOVR, which produces a late-evening newscast for KMAX).

The scheduling of news programming on The CW's affiliates often mirrors that of Fox stations, with morning newscasts (designed to compete with the national morning shows on ABC, CBS and NBC within the 7:00–9:00 a.m. timeslot; in duopolies, these are typically an extension of a sister station's morning newscast) and a prime time newscast within the 10:00–11:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific (9:00–10:00 p.m. Central/Mountain) time slot. Rarely (but more common on the few major-market CW affiliates with in-house news departments), they may also include midday and/or early evening newscasts.
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 Stations




Main articles: List of The CW Television Network affiliates (table)[image: External link], List of The CW Television Network affiliates (by U.S. state)[image: External link], The CW Plus[image: External link], and CBS Television Stations[image: External link]


As of March 2015, The CW has eight owned-and-operated stations, and current and pending affiliation agreements with 201 additional television stations encompassing 46 states, the District of Columbia and three U.S. possessions.[66][67][68] Counting only conventional CW affiliates and over-the-air affiliates of The CW Plus, the network has a combined national reach of 98.83% of all households in the United States (or 308,824,309 Americans with at least one television set); this makes The CW the largest U.S. broadcast network by population reach percentage. As of January 2016, four U.S. states (Delaware, New Hampshire, New Jersey and Vermont) lack a locally licensed CW affiliate, largely due to a lack of a need for a local affiliate as those states are located within the broadcast ranges of stations in nearby states. Delaware is served by Philadelphia O&O WPSG and Salisbury, Maryland[image: External link] affiliate WMDT-DT2[image: External link], while New Hampshire and Vermont are each served by four CW stations based in surrounding states (including Boston affiliate WLVI[image: External link]). New Jersey is served by WPSG and New York City affiliate WPIX.

As a newer broadcast network, The CW maintains affiliations with low-power stations (broadcasting either in analog[image: External link] or digital[image: External link]) in a few markets, such as Reno, Nevada[image: External link] ( KRNS-CD[image: External link]) and Boise, Idaho[image: External link] ( KYUU-LD[image: External link]). In some markets, including both of those mentioned, these stations also maintain digital simulcasts on a subchannel of a co-owned/co-managed full-power television station. The CW also maintains a sizeable number of subchannel-only affiliations, the majority of which are with stations in cities located outside of the 50 largest Nielsen-designated markets and receive the network's programming via The CW Plus; the largest subchannel-only CW affiliate by market size, as of May 31, 2017, is KFMB-TV DT2[image: External link] in San Diego, California[image: External link].

Currently, the Sinclair Broadcast Group[image: External link] is the largest operator of CW stations by numerical total, owning or providing services to 24 CW-affiliated stations, nine subchannel-only affiliates and one cable-only affiliate, covering 17% of all U.S. television markets; Tribune Broadcasting is the largest operator of CW stations in terms of overall market reach, owning or providing services to thirteen CW stations (including its three largest affiliates in New York City, Los Angeles and Chicago), covering 28% of the U.S.[69]
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 Overview




On the day of the network launch announcement, The CW immediately announced it had reached ten-year affiliation agreements with Tribune Broadcasting and CBS Television Stations. Tribune originally committed 16 stations that were previously affiliated with The WB (including its flagship[image: External link] broadcast stations WGN-TV in Chicago, KTLA in Los Angeles and WPIX in New York City; another committed station, KSWB-TV[image: External link] in San Diego[image: External link], joined Fox in August 2008, and two others, WLVI-TV[image: External link] in Boston and WCWN[image: External link] in Albany, New York[image: External link] were respectively sold by Tribune to Sunbeam Television and Freedom Communications[image: External link] shortly after the network launched), while CBS committed 11 of its UPN stations (including WKBD[image: External link] in Detroit, WPSG in Philadelphia, KBHK-TV (now KBCW[image: External link]) in San Francisco and WUPA in Atlanta). These stations combined to reach 48% of all television households in the United States. Both companies also owned several UPN and WB-affiliated stations that did not join The CW in overlapping markets (such as Seattle[image: External link], Philadelphia and Dallas[image: External link]). As part of its affiliation agreement with the network, the Tribune Company agreed to divest its ownership interest in The WB (a move it made partly to avoid shouldering shutdown costs for The WB)[70] and did not acquire an equity stake in The CW.

The network stated that it would eventually reach 95% of all U.S. television households. In markets where separate affiliates of both UPN and The WB operated, only one station became a CW affiliate. Executives were on record as preferring the "strongest" stations among The WB and UPN's existing affiliates. As one example, the new network's first affiliate outside the core group of Tribune and CBS-owned stations, WJZY[image: External link] in Charlotte[image: External link] (which was later acquired by Fox Television Stations and converted into a Fox O&O in July 2013), was tied with Atlanta O&O WUPA as UPN's fifth highest-rated station. In most cases, it was obvious where the new network would affiliate; there were only a few markets (such as Philadelphia, Miami–Fort Lauderdale[image: External link], Boston, Charlotte and Atlanta) where the WB and UPN affiliates were both relatively strong in terms of local overall viewership. For example, one of the earliest affiliates to be announced outside the core group, WKCF[image: External link] in Orlando, Florida[image: External link], had not only been The WB's highest-rated affiliate for the virtual entirety of that network's run, but had also been the fourth highest-rated television station in Central Florida[image: External link].

Nearly all of The CW's affiliates were formerly affiliated with UPN or The WB, with very few having been independent stations or affiliates of other networks prior to joining the network; a notable exception was Las Vegas[image: External link] affiliate KVCW[image: External link], which had been a fairly successful independent before joining The CW. Although it was generally understood that The CW was a merger of UPN and The WB, the new network's creation was not structured as a merger in the legal sense. Rather, it was one new network launching at the same time that two others shut down, although it did assume certain programming content, operations and management from its predecessors. As such, The CW was not obligated by existing affiliations with The WB and UPN; it had to negotiate from scratch with individual stations. As a result, in several markets, the CW affiliation is on a local station different from either the former WB and UPN stations (for example, the CW affiliation in Las Vegas ended up on KVCW, instead of former WB affiliate KVMY[image: External link] or now-defunct former UPN affiliate KTUD-CA[image: External link]). The network has also affiliated with some digital subchannels[image: External link], usually those launched by a local Big Four[image: External link] affiliate as a new service, in several other markets – especially if fewer than six commercial television stations existed at the time of affiliation, requiring The CW to carry its programming on a subchannel by default (for example, The CW opted to affiliate with a subchannel of WKRC-TV in Cincinnati – which has only five commercial full-power stations – instead of former WB affiliate WSTR-TV[image: External link], which instead became an affiliate of MyNetworkTV).

Because of the availability of "instant duopoly" digital subchannels that will likely be easily available on cable and satellite, and the overall lack of a need to settle for a secondary affiliation with shows aired in problematic timeslots that would subject the timeshifted programs to lower average viewership in certain markets, both The CW and MyNetworkTV launched with far greater national coverage than that enjoyed by UPN and The WB when they both launched in January 1995. UPN, for several years, had affiliation gaps in the top 30 markets, and by 2005 managed to cover only 86% of the country. This resulted in secondary affiliations with other networks and the resulting diluted ratings when programs were shown out of their intended timeslots, or the lack of the program airing at all (a problem experienced by many fans of the Star Trek[image: External link] franchise with Star Trek: Voyager[image: External link] and Star Trek: Enterprise[image: External link]).
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 Launch repercussions




Further information: 2006 United States broadcast TV realignment[image: External link]


The announcement of The CW caused the largest single shakeup in U.S. broadcast television since the affiliation alliance between Fox and New World Communications[image: External link] in 1994 (as well as a separate alliance with Burnham Broadcasting that began a year later) and the subsequent launches of UPN and The WB the following year. While The CW's debut affected more markets, it likely did not cause the same degree of viewer confusion, as no affiliates of the four major networks dropped those affiliations to join The CW (some "Big Four" affiliations did change at this time, but for unrelated reasons). The WB and UPN were the first major television networks to shut down since the collapse of the DuMont Television Network in August 1955, although other small broadcast television networks have also ceased operations over the years.

It became clear that Fox Television Stations, which purchased several UPN-affiliated stations from that network's former co-owner Chris-Craft Industries in 2002, would be affected. Its UPN affiliates in five major markets (New York City[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Houston[image: External link]) did not receive affiliations with The CW, due to the agreement with Tribune, and Fox made it clear it would not even seek carriage of the network for its UPN stations in four other markets. All network logos and references were quickly removed from Fox's UPN stations. Shortly thereafter, Fox parent News Corporation[image: External link] (which spun off its American media and entertainment properties into 21st Century Fox[image: External link] as part of the company's July 2013 corporate separation) announced that it would launch MyNetworkTV, a programming service meant to fill the two nightly prime time hours that UPN would vacate on the network's Fox-owned affiliates after The CW launched. Fox also offered the service to stations owned by other broadcasting groups.[71][72][73]

In markets where The WB and UPN were carried on separate stations, one of the two local outlets was left out in the merger; most of the stations that did not join The CW had signed affiliation agreements with MyNetworkTV instead, while others elected to become independent stations. Some stations (mainly digital subchannels, some cable channels that were formerly part of The WB 100+ Station Group, and struggling low-power stations) which did not affiliate with either network opted instead to shut down permanently.
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 Affiliate issues





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Problems with Time Warner Cable




Some Time Warner Cable[image: External link] subscribers around the country were unable to watch CW programming when the network debuted, as stations in several markets were not able to reach carriage deals with the provider to distribute the local affiliates. In markets like Charleston[image: External link], South Carolina; El Paso[image: External link], Texas; Honolulu[image: External link], Hawaii; Palm Springs[image: External link], California; Beaumont[image: External link]; Waco[image: External link] and Corpus Christi[image: External link], Texas, where The CW is broadcast on a digital subchannel of one of the market's major network affiliates, there were unsuccessful attempts in getting Time Warner Cable to carry the subchannel affiliates[74] (CW co-parent Time Warner had owned Time Warner Cable until it spun off[image: External link] the provider into a separate company in 2009).

Some affiliates eventually signed carriage deals with Time Warner Cable, but not all of the CW affiliates received carriage on the provider's basic cable tiers (for example, Syracuse, New York[image: External link] affiliate WSTQ-LP[image: External link] can only be viewed on digital cable[image: External link] channel 266 in the Ithaca[image: External link] market).[75] Currently, the largest market without a known affiliate is the Johnstown[image: External link]– Altoona[image: External link] market, whose closest CW station is CBS-owned WPCW-TV[image: External link]/ Pittsburgh[image: External link], which is carried on TWC's Johnstown and Altoona area systems; WPCW was originally targeted to serve that area before it refocused its programming toward the Pittsburgh market in the late 1990s.

On February 2, 2007, Beaumont, Texas[image: External link] CBS station KFDM[image: External link] made its CW-affiliated subchannel available to Time Warner Cable customers in the market on channel 10. On April 20, 2007, ABC affiliate KVIA-TV[image: External link] in El Paso, Texas began broadcasting its CW-affiliated subchannel on Time Warner Cable channel 13.[76] On April 21, 2007, KCWQ-LP[image: External link] made its broadcast debut on channel 5 on Time Warner Cable in the Palm Springs area.[77]
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 Pappas Telecasting bankruptcy




One of the network's major affiliate groups, Pappas Telecasting Companies[image: External link], filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy[image: External link] for thirteen of its television stations on May 10, 2008. Within the petition, Pappas specifically cited the network's low ratings and lackluster performance as one of many complications that had forced it to make the filing.[78] Several of the stations have since been sold either in business transactions with representatives involved in Pappas's bankruptcy proceedings or via station auction processes as the company winds down operations.

Although Pappas had originally stated that none of its stations would be affected at all by the closing, two stations owned by the company that were formerly affiliated with The CW have ceased operations. On May 29, 2008, Yakima, Washington[image: External link] affiliate KCWK[image: External link] (which served the south-central portion of that state) shut down and the station's offices were closed, leaving that area without locally based CW programming and forcing cable and satellite providers to carry Los Angeles affiliate KTLA in order to provide the network's programming to their subscribers. The situation was resolved in April 2009, when Fisher Communications[image: External link] announced that its CBS affiliates in the area, KIMA-TV[image: External link] and satellite station KEPR-TV[image: External link], would carry the network through digital subchannel affiliations.

Subsequently, WLGA[image: External link] in Columbus, Georgia[image: External link] lost its CW affiliation in April 2009 to a subchannel of NBC affiliate WLTZ[image: External link] because of the network's concerns about Pappas' financial state;[79] WLGA ultimately ceased operations in June 2010 as it was unable to compete in the market as an independent station; it later resumed operations in August 2012, as an affiliate of WeatherNation TV[image: External link] (it is now an Antenna TV[image: External link] affiliate).
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 Marianas Media bankruptcy




Marianas Media signed on KTKB-LD in Hagåtña, Guam[image: External link] as a CW affiliate on April 20, 2009, becoming the U.S. territory's fifth commercial television outlet. However, competition from other stations in the island combined with financial problems at Marianas, which was running the station under a local marketing agreement with the troubled KM Communications Inc.[image: External link],[80] forced the station off the air on March 31, 2011. The station resumed operations the following year.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Tribune's relations with The CW and their de-emphasis of the network's brand




While Tribune Media[image: External link] has solid affiliation deals with The CW on several of its stations, it also maintains a strong affiliation alliance with Fox. But with new management and ownership taking over Tribune in 2008, it was apparent that the company would switch one of its CW-affiliated stations to Fox (at least those in markets without a Fox owned-and-operated station or a former O&O that was acquired by Local TV, which Tribune later acquired in 2013[81]), adding to more questions surrounding The CW's future. In a March 2008 seminar by Tribune's then-chairman and CEO Sam Zell[image: External link], it was revealed that the company's San Diego outlet KSWB-TV would switch its affiliation from The CW to Fox that August, with KSWB assuming the Fox affiliation from XETV-TV[image: External link], which had been a Fox charter affiliate since that network's October 1986 inception. XETV (which is licensed to Tijuana[image: External link], Baja California[image: External link], Mexico under the ownership of Grupo Televisa[image: External link] but whose U.S. operations are programmed by Bay City Television[image: External link]) was not informed of Zell's deal until it was made public.[82]

After the news broke, XETV planned on suing to prevent the switch on the grounds that it would violate an affiliation contract that XETV had with Fox that was not set to expire until 2010. However, on July 2, 2008, XETV announced that it would join The CW on August 1 (the same day that KSWB became a Fox affiliate) and rebrand as "San Diego 6".[83] Though twelve of Tribune's thirteen other CW-affiliated stations have remained with the network, all of them began to de-emphasize the network from their branding (e.g., "CW 11") in favor of one with a stronger local identity. On-air branding that excised the CW name began being implemented by the stations in July 2008, either on-air (in the case of KWGN-TV) or through their websites (as part of a redesign for all of the Tribune stations' websites).[84] Some of these stations eventually began reincorporating the CW branding starting in 2011, such as KDAF/Dallas, KIAH/Houston and KRCW-TV[image: External link]/Portland, Oregon[image: External link].

Tribune Company president and CEO Peter Liguori[image: External link] said in a May 2014 discussion at the MoffettNathanson Media & Communications Summit that he was "not pleased with where the CW is [in regards to its ratings performance]," stating that the network "should not program to [young] people who don't watch [conventional] television." Liguori also stated that he would consider collaborating with the network in regards to improving its programming slate, possibly by incorporating programs from the company's Tribune Studios unit (a production division which launched shortly after Liguori was appointed president of Tribune in November 2013) onto the network, as well as having Tribune play a larger role in The CW's management.[85]

Speaking at Goldman Sachs[image: External link]' 23rd Annual Communacopia Conference in September 2014, Les Moonves acknowledged that Tribune had been looking for more input in how the network is programmed and noted that Liguori is a former programmer (having previously served in executive roles at Fox, FX[image: External link] and Discovery Communications[image: External link]), saying that "[Liguori] would like to participate. He has some good ideas. He's part of our team. Will there be some change in how the CW is structured going forward? I don't know." Moonves went on to reiterate that Tribune is "a very important part of [CBS'] future" (considering that Tribune had recently acquired the CBS affiliation for its Indianapolis station and then-CW affiliate WTTV[image: External link], following disagreements between CBS and longtime affiliate WISH-TV, which would eventually take over the CW affiliation in January 2015, over reverse compensation[image: External link] demands by the network).[86]

In an October 2014 interview with Broadcasting & Cable[image: External link], Liguori appeared to reverse course on his previous statements and spoke of Tribune's support of the network. Liguori said in a statement, "We are very encouraged by the recent uptick in The CW['s] ratings and the positive critical response to the new primetime lineup. In particular, [CW CEO Mark Pedowitz] has put in place a programming strategy that will help the network appeal to a wider, more inclusive audience, which is important for our stations across the country. We were glad to support the launch of the new shows through editorial and promotional initiatives, and we look forward to more continued collaboration to build upon this momentum."[87]

In January 2016, The CW and Tribune began negotiations on a new affiliation deal, as the original 10-year agreement signed at the network's inception was approaching its end. Complicating matters was the desire by The CW's parent companies, CBS and Warner Bros., to stream the network's programming as a standalone pay OTT[image: External link] service. The impasse in negotiations resulted in a months-long standoff between the two groups.[88]

On May 23, 2016, The CW and Tribune announced they had come to a new affiliation agreement. As part of the deal, Tribune's Chicago flagship WGN-TV[image: External link] would leave the network and revert to being an independent station after nearly 21 years of being affiliated with The CW and its predecessor network, The WB. A major factor in this decision is WGN-TV's large use of local sports programming, which led to many pre-emptions of the CW while WGN-TV has had to move as many as 30 games a year to another local station in Chicago.[89] The CW affiliation moved to WPWR-TV[image: External link], a Fox Television Stations[image: External link]-owned MyNetworkTV[image: External link] station.[90]
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 Roberts Broadcasting bankruptcy




Roberts Broadcasting[image: External link] filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection[image: External link] on October 7, 2011; the company cited the loss of the UPN affiliations on its stations in St. Louis ( WRBU[image: External link]), Columbia, South Carolina[image: External link] ( WZRB[image: External link]) and Jackson, Mississippi[image: External link] ( WRBJ-TV[image: External link]) when that network shut down in favor of The CW in 2006, as much of UPN's programming consisted of minority-targeted programs that Roberts felt were compatible with their stations' target audiences (though the stations have since recovered from this setback; additionally, its station in Evansville, Indiana[image: External link], WAZE-TV[image: External link], had instead affiliated with The WB prior to 2006, as it was owned by South Central Communications[image: External link] until February 2007). The company had also been hit with lawsuits from Warner Bros. Television, Twentieth Television[image: External link] and CBS Television Distribution[image: External link] over its failure to pay fees for syndicated programming; Roberts eventually settled with Twentieth but lost the Warner Bros. and CBS cases.[91][92]

On March 24, 2011, the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) canceled WAZE's license for Roberts' failure to construct its digital transmitter facilities.[93] However, the station continued to broadcast via its three-station analog translator[image: External link] network.

On February 20, 2012, Roberts Broadcasting announced that it was exploring the possibility of selling one or all four of its television stations in order to raise enough cash to pay off its creditors.[94] On October 22, 2012, Roberts announced that it had sold WRBJ to the Trinity Broadcasting Network[image: External link];[95] the deal was approved by a bankruptcy court on January 17, 2013,[96] with TBN officially taking over operational control of WRBJ five months later on May 24[97] (The CW would return to the Jackson market on the second digital subchannel of CBS affiliate WJTV[image: External link] in September 2013). On January 3, 2013, the repeater network of WAZE ceased operations; later that month on January 28, independent station WTVW hurriedly joined The CW, in order to maintain the network in the Evansville area.[98]

On December 2, 2013, Roberts filed to sell WZRB to Radiant Light Ministries, a subsidiary of Tri-State Christian Television[image: External link], for $2 million.[99] On December 4, Roberts also filed to sell WRBU to TCT for $5.5 million.[100] However, on December 11, the United States bankruptcy court[image: External link] gave initial approval for a plan by Roberts's creditors to instead transfer WRBU, WZRB and the WAZE repeaters to a trust with Ion Media Networks[image: External link] (a creditor in Roberts's chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings) as its beneficiary, with Roberts' attorney subsequently stating that Ion would purchase the stations for $7.75 million.[101][102] Roberts had earlier proposed an alternate plan that would have had only the WAZE repeaters be transferred to the trust, which would have allowed the sale of WRBU and WZRB to TCT.[101] The CW affiliation in Columbia moved to WKTC[image: External link] (with MyNetworkTV, which the station had already been affiliated with, being relegated to a secondary affiliation) in March 2014,[103] after temporarily remaining on WZRB after its conversion into an Ion Television O&O the previous month.
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 Station standardization




When The CW launched in September 2006, the network began branding most of its affiliates using a combination of "CW" or "The CW", and at the affiliate's choice, either the station's channel number (for example, Nashville[image: External link] affiliate WNAB[image: External link] is branded as "CW58" and Seattle O&O KSTW[image: External link] brands as "CW11") or the name of the city or region it serves. Examples of the latter include Philadelphia O&O WPSG (known as "The CW Philly 57" as an homage to its prior branding as an independent station), WLVI (known at launch as "Boston's CW", though it rebranded to "CW56" after being sold to Sunbeam Television), WUPA (known as "CW Atlanta" at launch, but is now known as "CW69"), Waco, Texas[image: External link] subchannel affiliate KWTX-DT2[image: External link] (known as "CW Texas") and KVCW (branded as "CW Las Vegas"). Some stations also use the call sign/either within the station logo, in on-air identification or both; examples include WNLO[image: External link]/Buffalo, New York[image: External link], WWHO[image: External link]/Columbus, Ohio[image: External link] and WBNX[image: External link]/ Cleveland[image: External link].

In Omaha, Nebraska[image: External link], KXVO[image: External link] uses the dual brandings of "CW15" and "Omaha's CW". In Honolulu, Hawaii[image: External link], KHON-DT2[image: External link] was originally branded as "Hawaii's CW 93" (the "93" refers to the subchannel's cable channel position on Oceanic Time Warner Cable), before it was shortened to "Hawaii's CW" in September 2014. The branding once used by WKRC-DT2/Cincinnati, Ohio was "CinCW", a portmanteau[image: External link] with the common nickname for the city, "Cincy" (it now brands as "The CW Cincinnati"). With the exceptions of WXCW[image: External link]/Fort Myers and (to a somewhat lesser extent) XETV/San Diego, all CW affiliates not owned by Tribune usually brand themselves using a version of the network logo. Mobile, Alabama[image: External link] CW affiliate WBPG, then known as "The Gulf Coast's CW" changed its call letters to WFNA[image: External link] in December 2009 and used a similar approach around their new call letters, before becoming known as "CW 55" in September 2012 and adopting a style reflective of The CW's branding techniques once again. WISH-TV in Indianapolis, as it had during its CBS affiliation, continues to brand solely with its channel number and calls as "WISH-TV 8".
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 Video-on-demand services




The CW provides video on demand[image: External link] access for delayed viewing of full episodes of the network's programming through various means, including via its website at CWTV.com and its mobile app[image: External link] for iOS[image: External link] and Android[image: External link] devices (with programs streamable over 3G[image: External link] and WiFi[image: External link] networks), a traditional VOD service – called The CW on Demand – that is available on most traditional cable and IPTV providers, and through content deals with Hulu[image: External link], iTunes[image: External link] and Netflix[image: External link].[104][105]

The most recent episodes of the network's shows are usually made available on The CW app and The CW on Demand the day after their original broadcast. However, due to restrictions imposed through its deal with the streaming service, streaming of the most recent episode of any CW program on Hulu is restricted until eight days after their initial broadcast, in order to encourage live or same-week (via both DVR and cable on demand) viewing, with day-after-air streaming on either service limited to subscribers of Hulu's subscription service. The CW previously imposed a three-day delay after an episode's original airdate before making its programs available on its website and through the Hulu subscription service (then known as Hulu Plus). However, changes implemented by the network on March 15, 2012 in an effort to reduce copyright infringement[image: External link] of its programming content through illegal streaming and downloading internet platforms resulted in that delay being reduced to eight hours after a program's original airing through both services.[104][105][106] Like the video-on-demand television services provided by the other U.S. broadcast networks, The CW on Demand disables fast forwarding[image: External link] for content provided through the service.

On October 13, 2011, the network entered into digital distribution deals with streaming services Netflix and Hulu. The four-year Netflix agreement allows its customers to instantly watch more than 700 hours of previous seasons of The CW's current scripted series, while Hulu inked a five-year deal, giving the streaming site access to next-day content from four of the five major networks (with the exception of CW sister network CBS).[104][105]

On October 24, 2012, The CW entered into its first video-on-demand distribution deal with a pay television provider through an agreement with Comcast[image: External link] that allows customers to watch the four most-recent episodes of the network's primetime shows on the cable provider[image: External link]'s Xfinity On Demand service, along with next-day episode content. The CW On Demand, which is accessible to subscribers at no additional charge, debuted on Comcast Xfinity[image: External link] systems nationwide on October 25.[107]
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 The CW HD




The CW's master feed is transmitted in 1080i high definition, with all transmission of the network's programming moving to the format in June 2012. All of the network's prime time programming has been presented in HD since March 2012 (when America's Next Top Model became the final CW program to convert to the format), with the exception of certain specials produced prior to that point (such as Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer[image: External link], a holiday[image: External link] special carried over to the network from The WB) and select movie presentations. The network's Saturday morning E/I block, One Magnificent Morning[image: External link], is also broadcast in HD; however, it carries the daytime talk show The Robert Irvine Show in enhanced definition[image: External link] widescreen[image: External link] because of producer preference.

The network is available in HD on most of its full-power affiliates, while availability of high definition content on subchannel-only or cable-exclusive affiliates varies by market; in some of these cases, the over-the-air signal is available only in standard definition[image: External link] (a 16:9[image: External link] widescreen feed transmitted in 480i[image: External link] SD is presented on some over-the-air affiliates to meet minimum requirements for presentation), with the station offering an exclusive high definition feed to cable and satellite providers. Some affiliates transmit CW programming in 720p[image: External link] HD due to technical considerations if the network is carried on a digital subchannel of a station affiliated with another major network or if a primary feed CW affiliate carries more than one subchannel. Since June 2012, The CW Plus feed is also transmitted in HD, and the network has asked those affiliates to carry it in high definition wherever possible.

With ABC[image: External link] beginning to use 16:9[image: External link] framing for all of their graphics on September 1, 2016, The CW, along with CBS[image: External link] are currently the last two major networks that continues to use 4:3 framing for all graphics (except for Sports programs on CBS[image: External link] and some CW affiliates that offer sports coverage).
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The CW Television Network is involved in both linear broadcast and digital media, in various forms:


	On January 14, 2007, The CW began streaming full-length episodes of several of its programs on the CWTV.com website.

	On December 15, 2006, CBS Corporation revived its record label, CBS Records[image: External link], whose artists' music is featured during CW programs; as with music from other labels, albums and individual songs from CBS Records artists are also made available for purchase on the network's website.[108]


	In addition to the network's dedicated streaming application available via the iTunes App Store[image: External link] and Google Play[image: External link], The CW previously maintained a separate first-person shooter[image: External link] app called Nikita Spy Training Module that was used to promote the 2010–13 drama series Nikita[image: External link]. The network also previously marketed CW City Wize, a mobile app that has since been discontinued, which was sponsored by Target[image: External link], highlighting businesses and video highlights of the network's Monday and Tuesday night programming during the 2009–10 season.

	On December 1, 2011, The CW began offering "CWingo", an interactive game resembling Bingo[image: External link], that is accessed by using Facebook to sign into the CW community. Starting with an episode of The Vampire Diaries, viewers could click on tiles showing a scene from an episode as that scene appeared, with the matching of five tiles in a row meant CWingo if revealed by the user. Winners could become eligible for prizes, and advertisers sponsored the games.[109]


	CW Seed (originally called CWD or the CW Digital Studio) is a production arm that provides original content and reruns created exclusively for digital platforms focused in the areas of animation, game shows, comedy and digital personalities. It exists as a sub-site on CWTV.com, but the network is adding more interactivity to the service, opening up for feedback from viewers and adding more social engagement.[110] In 2014, a separate website for CW Seed was launched at cwseed.com. Web content produced by CW Seed includes Vixen, Stupid Hype, I Ship It, How to Be a Vampire, JoJoHead, Prom Queen[image: External link] and Husbands[image: External link] (the latter of which was picked up by The CW Television Network for its summer 2013 schedule). Reruns on CW Seed includes short lived shows such as Constantine, Birds of Prey[image: External link], Hellcats, and Forever[image: External link], and syndicated shows such as The O.C.[image: External link] and Everybody Hates Chris.
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	CBS[image: External link]

	Warner Bros.[image: External link]

	Warner Bros. Television
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High-definition Television






High-definition television (HDTV) is a television system providing an image resolution[image: External link] that is of substantially higher resolution than that of standard-definition television[image: External link]. HDTV is the current standard video format used in most broadcasts: terrestrial broadcast television[image: External link], cable television[image: External link], satellite television[image: External link], DVDs[image: External link], and streaming video[image: External link].

HDTV may be transmitted in various formats:


	
1080p[image: External link]: 1920×1080p: 2,073,600 pixels (~2.07 megapixels[image: External link]) per frame[image: External link]


	
1080i: 1920×1080i: 1,036,800 pixels (~1.04 MP) per field[image: External link] or 2,073,600 pixels (~2.07 MP) per frame

	Some countries also use a non-standard CEA resolution, such as 1440×1080i: 777,600 pixels (~0.78 MP) per field or 1,555,200 pixels (~1.56 MP) per frame





	
720p[image: External link]: 1280×720p: 921,600 pixels (~0.92 MP) per frame



The letter "p" here stands for progressive scan[image: External link], while "i" indicates interlaced[image: External link]. The term, "Full HD" refers to 1080p.[1]

When transmitted at two megapixels per frame, HDTV provides about five times as many pixels as SD (standard-definition television). The increased resolution provides for a clearer, more detailed picture. In addition, progressive scan swaps the entire image out 60 times per second, as compared to SD's 30 times per second, resulting in a picture without perceptible flicker.[2]



TOP
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 History




Further information: Analog high-definition television system[image: External link] and History of television[image: External link]


The term high definition once described a series of television systems originating from August 1936; however, these systems were only high definition when compared to earlier systems that were based on mechanical systems with as few as 30 lines of resolution. The ongoing competition between companies and nations to create true "HDTV" spanned the entire 20th century, as each new system became more HD than the last. In the beginning of the 21st century, this race has continued with 4k, 5k and current 8K systems.

The British high-definition TV service started trials in August 1936 and a regular service on 2 November 1936 using both, the (mechanical) Baird 240 line sequential scan (later to be inaccurately rechristened 'progressive') and the (electronic) Marconi-EMI 405 line[image: External link] interlaced systems. The Baird system was discontinued in February 1937.[3] In 1938 France followed with their own 441-line[image: External link] system, variants of which were also used by a number of other countries. The US NTSC[image: External link] 525-line system joined in 1941. In 1949 France introduced an even higher-resolution standard at 819 lines[image: External link], a system that should have been high definition even by today's standards, but was monochrome only and the technical limitations of the time prevented it from achieving the definition of which it should have been capable. All of these systems used interlacing[image: External link] and a 4:3 aspect ratio[image: External link] except the 240-line system which was progressive (actually described at the time by the technically correct term "sequential") and the 405-line system which started as 5:4 and later changed to 4:3. The 405-line system adopted the (at that time) revolutionary idea of interlaced scanning to overcome the flicker problem of the 240-line with its 25 Hz frame rate. The 240-line system could have doubled its frame rate but this would have meant that the transmitted signal would have doubled in bandwidth, an unacceptable option as the video baseband bandwidth was required to be not more than 3 MHz.

Color broadcasts started at similarly higher resolutions, first with the US NTSC color system in 1953, which was compatible with the earlier monochrome systems and therefore had the same 525 lines of resolution. European standards did not follow until the 1960s, when the PAL[image: External link] and SECAM[image: External link] color systems were added to the monochrome 625 line broadcasts.

The Nippon Hōsō Kyōkai[image: External link] (NHK, the Japan Broadcasting Corporation) began conducting research to "unlock the fundamental mechanism of video and sound interactions with the five human senses" in 1964, after the Tokyo Olympics. NHK set out to create an HDTV system that ended up scoring much higher in subjective tests than NTSC's previously dubbed "HDTV". This new system, NHK Color, created in 1972, included 1125 lines, a 5:3 aspect ratio and 60 Hz refresh rate. The Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers (SMPTE), headed by Charles Ginsburg, became the testing and study authority for HDTV technology in the international theater. SMPTE would test HDTV systems from different companies from every conceivable perspective, but the problem of combining the different formats plagued the technology for many years.

There were four major HDTV systems tested by SMPTE in the late 1970s, and in 1979 an SMPTE study group released A Study of High Definition Television Systems:


	EIA monochrome: 4:3 aspect ratio, 1023 lines, 60 Hz

	NHK color: 5:3 aspect ratio, 1125 lines, 60 Hz

	NHK monochrome: 4:3 aspect ratio, 2125 lines, 50 Hz

	BBC colour: 8:3 aspect ratio, 1501 lines, 60 Hz[4]




Since the formal adoption of digital video broadcasting[image: External link]'s (DVB) widescreen HDTV transmission modes in the mid to late 2000s; the 525-line NTSC[image: External link] (and PAL-M[image: External link]) systems, as well as the European 625-line PAL[image: External link] and SECAM[image: External link] systems, are now regarded as standard definition television systems.
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 Analog systems




Main article: analog high-definition television system[image: External link]


Early HDTV broadcasting used analog[image: External link] technology, but today it is transmitted digitally[image: External link] and uses video compression[image: External link].

In 1949, France started its transmissions with an 819 lines system (with 737 active lines). The system was monochrome only, and was used only on VHF for the first French TV channel. It was discontinued in 1983.

In 1958, the Soviet Union[image: External link] developed Тransformator ( Russian[image: External link]: Трансформатор, meaning Transformer), the first high-resolution (definition) television system capable of producing an image composed of 1,125 lines of resolution aimed at providing teleconferencing for military command. It was a research project and the system was never deployed by either the military or consumer broadcasting.[5]

In 1979, the Japanese public broadcaster NHK[image: External link] first developed consumer high-definition television with a 5:3 display aspect ratio.[6] The system, known as Hi-Vision or MUSE after its Multiple sub-Nyquist sampling encoding[image: External link] for encoding the signal, required about twice the bandwidth of the existing NTSC system but provided about four times the resolution (1080i/1125 lines). Satellite test broadcasts started in 1989, with regular testing starting in 1991 and regular broadcasting of BS[image: External link]-9ch commencing on November 25, 1994, which featured commercial and NHK programming.

In 1981, the MUSE system was demonstrated for the first time in the United States, using the same 5:3 aspect ratio as the Japanese system.[7] Upon visiting a demonstration of MUSE in Washington, US President Ronald Reagan[image: External link] was impressed and officially declared it "a matter of national interest" to introduce HDTV to the US.[8]

Several systems were proposed as the new standard for the US, including the Japanese MUSE system, but all were rejected by the FCC because of their higher bandwidth requirements. At this time, the number of television channels was growing rapidly and bandwidth was already a problem. A new standard had to be more efficient, needing less bandwidth for HDTV than the existing NTSC.
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 Demise of analog HD systems




The limited standardization of analog HDTV in the 1990s did not lead to global HDTV adoption as technical and economic constraints at the time did not permit HDTV to use bandwidths greater than normal television.

Early HDTV commercial experiments, such as NHK's MUSE, required over four times the bandwidth of a standard-definition broadcast. Despite efforts made to reduce analog HDTV to about twice the bandwidth of SDTV, these television formats were still distributable only by satellite.

In addition, recording and reproducing an HDTV signal was a significant technical challenge in the early years of HDTV (Sony HDVS[image: External link]). Japan remained the only country with successful public broadcasting[image: External link] of analog HDTV, with seven broadcasters sharing a single channel.
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 Rise of digital compression




Since 1972, International Telecommunication Union[image: External link]'s radio telecommunications sector ( ITU-R[image: External link]) had been working on creating a global recommendation for Analog HDTV. These recommendations, however, did not fit in the broadcasting bands which could reach home users. The standardization of MPEG-1[image: External link] in 1993 also led to the acceptance of recommendations ITU-R BT.709[image: External link].[9] In anticipation of these standards the Digital Video Broadcasting (DVB) organisation was formed, an alliance of broadcasters, consumer electronics manufacturers and regulatory bodies. The DVB develops and agrees upon specifications which are formally standardised by ETSI.[10]

DVB created first the standard for DVB-S[image: External link] digital satellite TV, DVB-C[image: External link] digital cable TV and DVB-T[image: External link] digital terrestrial TV. These broadcasting systems can be used for both SDTV and HDTV. In the US the Grand Alliance proposed ATSC[image: External link] as the new standard for SDTV and HDTV. Both ATSC and DVB were based on the MPEG-2 standard, although DVB systems may also be used to transmit video using the newer and more efficient H.264/MPEG-4 AVC[image: External link] compression standards. Common for all DVB standards is the use of highly efficient modulation techniques for further reducing bandwidth, and foremost for reducing receiver-hardware and antenna requirements.

In 1983, the International Telecommunication Union's radio telecommunications sector (ITU-R) set up a working party (IWP11/6) with the aim of setting a single international HDTV standard. One of the thornier issues concerned a suitable frame/field refresh rate, the world already having split into two camps, 25/50 Hz and 30/60 Hz, largely due to the differences in mains[image: External link] frequency. The IWP11/6 working party considered many views and throughout the 1980s served to encourage development in a number of video digital processing areas, not least conversion between the two main frame/field rates using motion vectors[image: External link], which led to further developments in other areas. While a comprehensive HDTV standard was not in the end established, agreement on the aspect ratio was achieved.

Initially the existing 5:3 aspect ratio had been the main candidate but, due to the influence of widescreen cinema, the aspect ratio 16:9[image: External link] (1.78) eventually emerged as being a reasonable compromise between 5:3 (1.67) and the common 1.85 widescreen cinema format. An aspect ratio of 16:9 was duly agreed upon at the first meeting of the IWP11/6 working party at the BBC's Research and Development[image: External link] establishment in Kingswood Warren. The resulting ITU-R Recommendation ITU-R BT.709-2 ("Rec. 709[image: External link]") includes the 16:9 aspect ratio, a specified colorimetry[image: External link], and the scan modes 1080i (1,080 actively interlaced[image: External link] lines of resolution) and 1080p[image: External link] (1,080 progressively scanned[image: External link] lines). The British Freeview HD[image: External link] trials used MBAFF, which contains both progressive and interlaced content in the same encoding.

It also includes the alternative 1440×1152 HDMAC[image: External link] scan format. (According to some reports, a mooted 750-line (720p) format (720 progressively scanned lines) was viewed by some at the ITU as an enhanced television format rather than a true HDTV format,[11] and so was not included, although 1920×1080i and 1280×720p systems for a range of frame and field rates were defined by several US SMPTE[image: External link] standards.)
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 Inaugural HDTV broadcast in the United States




HDTV technology was introduced in the United States in the late 1980s and made official in 1993 by the Digital HDTV Grand Alliance[image: External link], a group of television, electronic equipment, communications companies consisting of AT&T Bell Labs[image: External link], General Instrument[image: External link], Philips[image: External link], Sarnoff[image: External link], Thomson[image: External link], Zenith[image: External link] and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link]. Field testing of HDTV at 199 sites in the United States was completed August 14, 1994.[12] The first public HDTV broadcast in the United States occurred on July 23, 1996 when the Raleigh, North Carolina[image: External link] television station WRAL-HD[image: External link] began broadcasting from the existing tower of WRAL-TV[image: External link] southeast of Raleigh, winning a race to be first with the HD Model Station in Washington, D.C., which began broadcasting July 31, 1996 with the callsign WHD-TV, based out of the facilities of NBC[image: External link] owned and operated station WRC-TV[image: External link].[13][14][15] The American Advanced Television Systems Committee[image: External link] (ATSC) HDTV system had its public launch on October 29, 1998, during the live coverage of astronaut John Glenn[image: External link]'s return mission to space on board the Space Shuttle[image: External link] Discovery[image: External link].[16] The signal was transmitted coast-to-coast, and was seen by the public in science centers, and other public theaters specially equipped to receive and display the broadcast.[16][17]
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 European HDTV broadcasts




The first HDTV transmissions in Europe, albeit not direct-to-home, began in 1990, when the Italian broadcaster RAI[image: External link] used the HD-MAC and MUSE HDTV technologies to broadcast the 1990 FIFA World Cup[image: External link]. The matches were shown in 8 cinemas in Italy[image: External link], where the tournament was played, and 2 in Spain. The connection with Spain was made via the Olympus satellite link from Rome[image: External link] to Barcelona[image: External link] and then with a fiber optic[image: External link] connection from Barcelona to Madrid[image: External link].[18] After some HDTV transmissions in Europe the standard was abandoned in the mid-1990s.

The first regular broadcasts started on January 1, 2004 when the Belgian company Euro1080[image: External link] launched the HD1 channel with the traditional Vienna New Year's Concert[image: External link]. Test transmissions had been active since the IBC exhibition in September 2003, but the New Year's Day broadcast marked the official launch of the HD1 channel, and the official start of direct-to-home HDTV in Europe.[19]

Euro1080, a division of the former and now bankrupt Belgian TV services company Alfacam, broadcast HDTV channels to break the pan-European stalemate of "no HD broadcasts mean no HD TVs bought means no HD broadcasts ..." and kick-start HDTV interest in Europe.[20] The HD1 channel was initially free-to-air[image: External link] and mainly comprised sporting, dramatic, musical and other cultural events broadcast with a multi-lingual soundtrack on a rolling schedule of 4 or 5 hours per day.

These first European HDTV broadcasts used the 1080i format with MPEG-2 compression on a DVB-S signal from SES[image: External link]'s Astra 1H[image: External link] satellite. Euro1080 transmissions later changed to MPEG-4/AVC compression on a DVB-S2 signal in line with subsequent broadcast channels in Europe.

Despite delays in some countries,[21] the number of European HD channels and viewers has risen steadily since the first HDTV broadcasts, with SES's annual Satellite Monitor market survey for 2010 reporting more than 200 commercial channels broadcasting in HD from Astra satellites, 185 million HD capable TVs sold in Europe (£60 million in 2010 alone), and 20 million households (27% of all European digital satellite TV homes) watching HD satellite broadcasts (16 million via Astra satellites).[22]

In December 2009 the United Kingdom[image: External link] became the first European country to deploy high definition content using the new DVB-T2[image: External link] transmission standard, as specified in the Digital TV Group[image: External link] (DTG) D-book[image: External link], on digital terrestrial television.

The Freeview HD[image: External link] service currently contains 13 HD channels (as of April 2016) and was rolled out region by region across the UK in accordance with the digital switchover[image: External link] process, finally being completed in October 2012. However, Freeview HD is not the first HDTV service over digital terrestrial television in Europe; Italy[image: External link]'s Rai HD[image: External link] channel started broadcasting in 1080i on April 24, 2008 using the DVB-T[image: External link] transmission standard.

In October 2008 France[image: External link] deployed five high definition channels using DVB-T[image: External link] transmission standard on digital terrestrial distribution.
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 Notation




HDTV broadcast systems are identified with three major parameters:


	
Frame size in pixels is defined as number of horizontal pixels × number of vertical pixels, for example 1280 × 720 or 1920 × 1080. Often the number of horizontal pixels is implied from context and is omitted, as in the case of 720p and 1080p.

	
Scanning system is identified with the letter p for progressive scanning[image: External link] or i for interlaced scanning[image: External link].

	
Frame rate is identified as number of video frames per second. For interlaced systems, the number of frames per second should be specified, but it is not uncommon to see the field rate incorrectly used instead.



If all three parameters are used, they are specified in the following form: [frame size][scanning system][frame or field rate] or [frame size]/[frame or field rate][scanning system].[citation needed[image: External link]] Often, frame size or frame rate can be dropped if its value is implied from context. In this case, the remaining numeric parameter is specified first, followed by the scanning system.

For example, 1920×1080p25 identifies progressive scanning format with 25 frames per second, each frame being 1,920 pixels[image: External link] wide and 1,080 pixels high. The 1080i25 or 1080i50 notation identifies interlaced scanning format with 25 frames (50 fields) per second, each frame being 1,920 pixels wide and 1,080 pixels high. The 1080i30 or 1080i60 notation identifies interlaced scanning format with 30 frames (60 fields) per second, each frame being 1,920 pixels wide and 1,080 pixels high. The 720p60 notation identifies progressive scanning format with 60 frames per second, each frame being 720 pixels high; 1,280 pixels horizontally are implied.

50 Hz systems support three scanning rates: 50i, 25p and 50p. 60 Hz systems support a much wider set of frame rates: 59.94i, 60i, 23.976p, 24p, 29.97p, 30p, 59.94p and 60p. In the days of standard definition television, the fractional rates were often rounded up to whole numbers, e.g. 23.976p was often called 24p, or 59.94i was often called 60i. 60 Hz high definition television supports both fractional and slightly different integer rates, therefore strict usage of notation is required to avoid ambiguity. Nevertheless, 29.97p/59.94i is almost universally called 60i, likewise 23.976p is called 24p.

For the commercial naming of a product, the frame rate is often dropped and is implied from context (e.g., a 1080i television set). A frame rate can also be specified without a resolution. For example, 24p means 24 progressive scan frames per second, and 50i means 25 interlaced frames per second.[23]

There is no single standard for HDTV color support. Colors are typically broadcast using a (10-bits per channel) YUV[image: External link] color space but, depending on the underlying image generating technologies of the receiver, are then subsequently converted to a RGB[image: External link] color space using standardized algorithms. When transmitted directly through the Internet, the colors are typically pre-converted to 8-bit RGB channels for additional storage savings with the assumption that it will only be viewed only on a ( sRGB[image: External link]) computer screen. As an added benefit to the original broadcasters, the losses of the pre-conversion essentially make these files unsuitable for professional TV re-broadcasting.

Most HDTV systems support resolutions and frame rates defined either in the ATSC table 3, or in EBU specification. The most common are noted below.
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 Display resolutions






	Video format supported [image resolution]
	Native resolution [inherent resolution] (W×H)
	Pixels
	Aspect ratio (W:H)
	Description



	Actual
	Advertised (Megapixels)
	Image[image: External link]
	Pixel[image: External link]



	720p[image: External link]

1280×720
	1024×768

XGA[image: External link]
	786,432
	0.8
	4:3
	1:1
	Typically a PC resolution ( XGA[image: External link]); also a native resolution on many entry-level plasma displays with non-square pixels.



	1280×720

	921,600
	0.9
	16:9
	1:1
	Standard HDTV resolution and a typical PC resolution ( WXGA[image: External link]), frequently used by high-end video projectors[image: External link]; also used for 750-line video, as defined in SMPTE 296M, ATSC A/53, ITU-R BT.1543.



	1366×768

WXGA[image: External link]
	1,049,088
	1.0
	683:384

(approx. 16:9)
	1:1
	A typical PC resolution ( WXGA[image: External link]); also used by many HD ready[image: External link] TV displays based on LCD[image: External link] technology.



	1080p[image: External link]/i

1920×1080
	1920×1080

	2,073,600
	2.1
	16:9
	1:1
	Standard HDTV resolution, used by Full HD[image: External link] and HD ready[image: External link] 1080p TV displays such as high-end LCD, plasma and rear projection[image: External link] TVs, and a typical PC resolution (lower than WUXGA[image: External link]); also used for 1125-line video, as defined in SMPTE 274M, ATSC A/53, ITU-R BT.709;






	Video format supported
	Screen resolution (W×H)
	Pixels
	Aspect ratio (W:H)
	Description



	Actual
	Advertised (Megapixels)
	Image
	Pixel



	720p

1280×720
	1248×702

Clean Aperture
	876,096
	0.9
	16:9
	1:1
	Used for 750-line video with faster artifact/overscan compensation, as defined in SMPTE 296M.



	1080p

1920×1080
	1888×1062

Clean aperture
	2,005,056
	2.0
	16:9
	1:1
	Used for 1124-line video with faster artifact/overscan compensation, as defined in SMPTE 274M.



	1080i

1920×1080
	1440×1080

HDCAM[image: External link]/ HDV[image: External link]
	1,555,200
	1.6
	16:9
	4:3
	Used for anamorphic 1125-line video in the HDCAM and HDV formats introduced by Sony[image: External link] and defined (also as a luminance subsampling matrix) in SMPTE D11[image: External link].




At a minimum, HDTV has twice the linear resolution of standard-definition television[image: External link] (SDTV), thus showing greater detail than either analog television or regular DVD[image: External link]. The technical standards for broadcasting HDTV also handle the 16:9 aspect ratio[image: External link] images without using letterboxing[image: External link] or anamorphic[image: External link] stretching, thus increasing the effective image resolution.

A very high resolution source may require more bandwidth than available in order to be transmitted without loss of fidelity. The lossy compression[image: External link] that is used in all digital HDTV storage and transmission systems will distort the received picture, when compared to the uncompressed source.
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 Standard frame or field rates




ATSC[image: External link] and DVB[image: External link] define the following frame rates for use with the various broadcast standards:[24][25]


	23.976 Hz (film-looking frame rate compatible with NTSC[image: External link] clock speed standards)

	24 Hz (international film and ATSC high-definition material)

	25 Hz (PAL film, DVB standard-definition and high-definition material)

	29.97 Hz (NTSC film and standard-definition material)

	30 Hz (NTSC film, ATSC high-definition material)

	50 Hz (DVB high-definition material)

	59.94 Hz (ATSC high-definition material)

	60 Hz (ATSC high-definition material)



The optimum format for a broadcast depends upon the type of videographic recording medium used and the image's characteristics. For best fidelity to the source the transmitted field ratio, lines, and frame rate should match those of the source.

PAL, SECAM and NTSC frame rates technically apply only to analogue standard definition television, not to digital or high definition broadcasts. However, with the roll out of digital broadcasting, and later HDTV broadcasting, countries retained their heritage systems. HDTV in former PAL and SECAM countries operates at a frame rate of 25/50 Hz, while HDTV in former NTSC countries operates at 30/60 Hz.[26]
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 Types of media




Standard 35mm photographic film[image: External link] used for cinema projection has a much higher image resolution[image: External link] than HDTV systems, and is exposed and projected at a rate of 24 frames per second[image: External link] (frame/s). To be shown on standard television, in PAL-system countries, cinema film is scanned at the TV rate of 25 frame/s, causing a speedup of 4.1 percent, which is generally considered acceptable. In NTSC-system countries, the TV scan rate of 30 frame/s would cause a perceptible speedup if the same were attempted, and the necessary correction is performed by a technique called 3:2 Pulldown[image: External link]: Over each successive pair of film frames, one is held for three video fields (1/20 of a second) and the next is held for two video fields (1/30 of a second), giving a total time for the two frames of 1/12 of a second and thus achieving the correct average film frame rate.

See also: Telecine[image: External link]


Non-cinematic HDTV video recordings intended for broadcast are typically recorded either in 720p[image: External link] or 1080i format as determined by the broadcaster. 720p is commonly used for Internet distribution of high-definition video, because most computer monitors operate in progressive-scan mode. 720p also imposes less strenuous storage and decoding requirements compared to both 1080i and 1080p. 1080p/24, 1080i/30, 1080i/25, and 720p/30 is most often used on Blu-ray Disc[image: External link].
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 Modern systems




Main article: Large-screen television technology[image: External link]


In the US, residents in the line of sight of television station broadcast antennas can receive free, over the air programming with a television set with an ATSC tuner[image: External link] (most sets sold since 2009 have this). This is achieved with a TV aerial[image: External link], just as it has been since the 1940s except now the major network signals are broadcast in high definition (ABC, Fox, and Ion Television broadcast at 720p resolution; CBS, My Network TV, NBC, PBS at 1080i; and The CW at either resolution depending on the local affiliate). As their digital signals more efficiently use the broadcast channel, many broadcasters are adding multiple channels to their signals. Laws about antennas were updated before the change to digital terrestrial broadcasts. These new laws prohibit home owners' associations and city government from banning the installation of antennas.

Additionally, cable-ready[image: External link] TV sets can display HD content without using an external box. They have a QAM tuner[image: External link] built-in and/or a card slot for inserting a CableCARD[image: External link].[27]

High-definition image sources include terrestrial broadcast[image: External link], direct broadcast satellite, digital cable, IPTV[image: External link] (including GoogleTV, Roku boxes and AppleTV or built into "Smart Televisions"), Blu-ray[image: External link] video disc (BD), and internet downloads.

Sony's PlayStation 3[image: External link] has extensive HD compatibility because of its built in Blu-ray[image: External link] disc based player, so does Microsoft's Xbox 360[image: External link] with the addition of Netflix[image: External link] and Windows Media Center[image: External link] HTPC[image: External link] streaming capabilities. On November 18, 2012, Nintendo released a next generation high definition gaming platform, The Wii U, which includes TV remote control features in addition to IPTV streaming features like Netflix. The HD capabilities of the consoles has influenced some developers to port games from past consoles onto the PS3, Xbox 360 and Wii U, often with remastered or upscaled graphics.
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 Recording and compression




Main article: High-definition pre-recorded media and compression[image: External link]


HDTV can be recorded to D-VHS[image: External link] (Digital-VHS or Data-VHS), W-VHS[image: External link] (analog only), to an HDTV-capable digital video recorder (for example DirecTV[image: External link]'s high-definition Digital video recorder, Sky HD[image: External link]'s set-top box, Dish Network[image: External link]'s VIP 622 or VIP 722 high-definition Digital video recorder receivers, or TiVo[image: External link]'s Series 3 or HD recorders), or an HDTV-ready HTPC[image: External link]. Some cable boxes are capable of receiving or recording two or more broadcasts at a time in HDTV format, and HDTV programming, some included in the monthly cable service subscription price, some for an additional fee, can be played back with the cable company's on-demand feature.

The massive amount of data storage required to archive uncompressed streams meant that inexpensive uncompressed storage options were not available to the consumer. In 2008, the Hauppauge 1212 Personal Video Recorder was introduced. This device accepts HD content through component video inputs and stores the content in MPEG-2 format in a .ts file or in a Blu-ray[image: External link] compatible format .m2ts[image: External link] file on the hard drive or DVD burner of a computer connected to the PVR through a USB 2.0 interface. More recent systems are able to record a broadcast high definition program in its 'as broadcast' format or transcode to a format more compatible with Blu-ray.

Analog tape recorders with bandwidth capable of recording analog HD signals, such as W-VHS recorders, are no longer produced for the consumer market and are both expensive and scarce in the secondary market.

In the United States, as part of the FCC's plug and play agreement, cable companies are required to provide customers who rent HD set-top boxes with a set-top box with "functional" FireWire[image: External link] (IEEE 1394) on request. None of the direct broadcast satellite[image: External link] providers have offered this feature on any of their supported boxes, but some cable TV[image: External link] companies have. As of July 2004, boxes are not included in the FCC mandate. This content is protected by encryption known as 5C.[28] This encryption can prevent duplication of content or simply limit the number of copies permitted, thus effectively denying most if not all fair use[image: External link] of the content.
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 See also





	Display motion blur[image: External link]

	Glossary of video terms[image: External link]

	High Efficiency Video Coding[image: External link]

	List of digital television deployments by country[image: External link]

	Optimum HDTV viewing distance[image: External link]

	Ultra-high-definition television[image: External link]
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1080I






1080i (a.k.a. FHD[image: External link] and BT.709[image: External link]) is an abbreviation referring to a combination of frame[image: External link] resolution[image: External link] and scan type, used in high-definition television (HDTV) and high-definition video[image: External link]. The number "1080" refers to the number of horizontal lines on the screen. The "i" is an abbreviation for "interlaced"[image: External link]; this indicates that only the odd lines, then the even lines of each frame (each image called a video field) are drawn alternately, so that only half the number of actual image frames are used to produce video. A related display resolution is 1080p[image: External link], which also has 1080 lines of resolution; the "p" refers to progressive scan[image: External link], which indicates that the lines of resolution for each frame are "drawn" in on the screen sequence.

The term assumes a widescreen[image: External link] aspect ratio[image: External link] of 16:9[image: External link] (a rectangular TV that is wider than it is tall), so the 1080 lines of vertical resolution implies 1920 columns of horizontal resolution, or 1920 pixels × 1080 lines. A 1920 pixels × 1080 lines screen has a total of 2.1 megapixels[image: External link] (2.1 million pixels) and a temporal resolution of 50 or 60 interlaced[image: External link] fields per second. This format is used in the SMPTE 292M[image: External link] standard.

The choice of 1080 lines originates with Charles Poynton[image: External link], who in the early 1990s pushed for "square pixels" to be used in HD video formats.[1]
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 Broadcast standard




Within the designation "1080i", the i stands for interlaced scan[image: External link]. A frame of 1080i video consists of two sequential fields[image: External link] of 1920 horizontal and 540 vertical pixels[image: External link]. The first field consists of all odd-numbered TV lines and the second all even numbered lines. Consequently, the horizontal lines of pixels in each field are captured and displayed with a one-line vertical gap between them, so the lines of the next field can be interlaced between them, resulting in 1080 total lines. 1080i differs from 1080p[image: External link], where the p stands for progressive scan[image: External link], where all lines in a frame are captured at the same time. In native or pure 1080i, the two fields of a frame correspond to different instants (points in time), so motion portrayal is good (50 or 60 motion phases/second). This is true for interlaced video[image: External link] in general and can be easily observed in still images taken of fast motion scenes. However, when 1080p material is captured at 25 or 30 frames/second, it is converted to 1080i at 50 or 60 fields/second, respectively, for processing or broadcasting. In this situation both fields in a frame do correspond to the same instant. The field-to-instant relation is somewhat more complex for the case of 1080p at 24 frames/second converted to 1080i at 60 fields/second.

The field rate[image: External link] of 1080i is typically 60 Hz (i.e., 60 fields per second) for countries that use or used System M[image: External link] ( NTSC[image: External link] and Brazilian PAL-M[image: External link]) as analog television system with 60 fields/sec (such as United States, Canada, Mexico, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan and Philippines), or 50 Hz for regions that use or used 625-lines[image: External link] ( PAL[image: External link] or SECAM[image: External link]) television system with 50 fields/sec (such as most of Europe, most of Africa, China, India, Australia, New Zealand, Middle East, and others). Both field rates can be carried by major digital television broadcast formats such as ATSC, DVB, and ISDB-T International. The frame rate can be implied by the context, while the field rate is generally specified after the letter i, such as "1080i60". In this case 1080i60 refers to 60 fields per second. The European Broadcasting Union[image: External link] (EBU) prefers to use the resolution and frame rate (not field rate) separated by a slash[image: External link], as in 1080i/30 and 1080i/25, likewise 480i/30 and 576i/25.[2] Resolutions of 1080i60 or 1080i50 often refers to 1080i/30 or 1080i/25 in EBU notation.

1080i is directly compatible with some CRT[image: External link] HDTVs on which it can be displayed natively in interlaced form, but for display on progressive-scan[image: External link]—e.g., most new LCD and plasma TVs[image: External link], it must be deinterlaced. Depending on the television's video processing capabilities, the resulting video quality may vary, but may not necessarily suffer. For example, film material at 25fps may be deinterlaced from 1080i50 to restore a full 1080p resolution at the original frame rate without any loss. Preferably video material with 50 or 60 motion phases/second is to be converted to 50p or 60p before display.

Worldwide, most HD channels on satellite and cable broadcast in 1080i. In the United States, 1080i is the preferred format for most broadcasters, with Discovery Communications[image: External link], Viacom[image: External link], Time Warner[image: External link], Comcast[image: External link] owned networks broadcasting in the format; along with most smaller broadcasters. Only 21st Century Fox[image: External link]-owned television networks and Disney[image: External link]-owned television networks, along with MLB Network[image: External link] and a few other cable networks use 720p[image: External link] as the preferred format for their networks; A+E Networks[image: External link] channels converted from 720p to 1080i sometime in 2013 due to acquired networks already transmitting in the 1080i format. Many ABC affiliates owned by Hearst Television[image: External link] and former Belo Corporation[image: External link] stations owned by TEGNA[image: External link], along with some individual affiliates of those three networks, air their signals in 1080i and upscale network programming for master control and transmission purposes, as most syndicated programming and advertising is produced and distributed in 1080i, removing a downscaling step to 720p. This also allows local newscasts on these ABC affiliates to be produced in the higher resolution (especially for weather forecasting[image: External link] presentation purposes for map clarity) to match the picture quality of their 1080i competitors.

Some cameras and broadcast systems that use 1080 vertical lines per frame do not actually use the full 1920 pixels of a nominal 1080i picture for image capture and encoding. Common subsampling ratios include 3/4 (resulting in 1440x1080i frame resolution) and 1/2 (resulting in 960x1080i frame resolution). Where used, the lower horizontal resolution is scaled to capture and/or display a full-sized picture. Using half horizontal resolution and only one field of each frame (possibly with added anti-alias filtering or progressive capture) results in the format known as qHD, which has frame resolution 960x540 and 30 or 25 frames per second. Due to the chosen 16x16 pixel size for a compressed video packet known as a macroblock as used in ITU H.261 to H.264 video standards, a 1080 line video must be encoded as 1088 lines and cropped to 1080 by the de-compressor. The 720 line video format divides perfectly by 16 and therefore does not require any lines to be wasted.
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	Telecine[image: External link]
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Dolby Digital






Dolby Digital is the name for audio compression technologies developed by Dolby Laboratories[image: External link]. It was originally named Dolby Stereo[image: External link] Digital until 1994[image: External link]. Except for Dolby TrueHD, the audio compression is lossy[image: External link]. The first use of Dolby Digital was to provide digital sound in cinemas from 35mm film prints. It is now also used for other applications such as TV broadcast, radio broadcast via satellite, DVDs[image: External link], Blu-ray Discs[image: External link] and game consoles.
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 In the cinema




Batman Returns[image: External link] was the first film to use Dolby Digital technology when it premiered in theaters in the summer of 1992.[1] Dolby Digital cinema soundtracks are optically recorded on a 35 mm[image: External link] release print[image: External link] using sequential data blocks placed between every perforation hole on the sound track side of the film. A constant bit rate of 320 kbit/s is used. A charge-coupled device[image: External link] (CCD) scanner in the image projector[image: External link] picks up a scanned video image of this area, and a processor correlates the image area and extracts the digital data as an AC-3 bitstream[image: External link]. The data is then decoded into a 5.1 channel audio source. All film prints with Dolby Digital data also have Dolby Stereo[image: External link] analogue soundtracks using Dolby SR noise reduction and such prints are known as Dolby SR-D prints. The analogue soundtrack provides a fall-back option in case of damage to the data area or failure of the digital decoding; it also provides compatibility with projectors not equipped with digital soundheads. Almost all current release cinema prints are of this type and may also include SDDS[image: External link] data and a timecode track to synchronize CD-ROMs carrying DTS[image: External link] soundtracks.

The simplest way of converting existing projectors is to add a so-called penthouse digital soundhead above the projector head. However, for new projectors it made sense to use dual analogue/digital soundheads in the normal optical soundhead position under the projector head. To allow for the dual-soundhead arrangement the data is recorded 26 frames ahead of the picture. If a penthouse soundhead is used, the data must be delayed in the processor for the required amount of time, around 2 seconds. This delay can be adjusted in steps of the time between perforations, (approximately 10.4 ms).

As of 2015, Dolby Digital in the cinema is being gradually replaced with Dolby Surround 7.1[image: External link], a process that may take up to 2018 to complete.
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 Versions




Dolby Digital[2] has similar technologies, included in Dolby Digital EX,[3] Dolby Digital Live,[4] Dolby Digital Plus,[5] Dolby Digital Surround EX,[6] Dolby Digital Recording,[7] Dolby Digital Cinema,[8] Dolby Digital Stereo Creator[9] and Dolby Digital 5.1 Creator.[10]
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 Dolby Digital




Dolby Digital is the common version containing up to six discrete channels of sound. The most elaborate mode in common use involves five channels for normal-range speakers (20 Hz – 20,000 Hz) (right, center, left, right surround, left surround) and one channel (20 Hz – 120 Hz allotted audio) for the subwoofer[image: External link] driven low-frequency effects[image: External link].[11] Mono[image: External link] and stereo[image: External link] modes are also supported. AC-3 supports audio sample-rates up to 48 kHz.

This format has different names:


	Dolby Digital

	DD (an abbreviation for Dolby Digital, often combined with channel count; for instance, DD 2.0, DD 5.1)

	AC-3 (Audio Codec 3, Advanced Codec 3, Acoustic Coder 3. [These are backronyms[image: External link]. Adaptive Transform Acoustic Coding 3[image: External link] is a separate format developed by Sony[image: External link].])[12]


	
ATSC[image: External link] A/52 (name of the standard)[13]


	Before 1996, was marketed as Dolby Surround AC-3, Dolby Stereo Digital, and Dolby SRD.[14]  



In 1991, a limited experimental release of 'Star Trek 6' in Dolby Digital played in 3 US theatres.[14] In 1992, Batman Returns is the first movie to be released in Dolby Digital.[15][16] In 1995, the LaserDisc[image: External link] version of Clear and Present Danger[image: External link] featured the first home theater[image: External link] Dolby Digital mix, quickly followed by True Lies, Stargate, Forest Gump, and Interview with the Vampire among others.[17][18]
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 Dolby Digital EX




Dolby Digital EX is similar in practice to Dolby's earlier Pro-Logic[image: External link] format, which utilized matrix[image: External link] technology to add a center surround channel[image: External link] and single rear surround channel to stereo soundtracks. EX adds an extension to the standard 5.1[image: External link] channel Dolby Digital codec in the form of matrixed rear channels, creating 6.1[image: External link] or 7.1 channel output.
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 Dolby Digital Surround EX




It provides an economical and backwards-compatible means for 5.1 soundtracks to carry a sixth, center back surround channel for improved localization of effects. The extra surround channel[image: External link] is matrix encoded onto the discrete left surround and right surround channels of the 5.1 mix, much like the front center channel[image: External link] on Dolby Pro Logic encoded stereo soundtracks. The result can be played without loss of information on standard 5.1 systems, or played in 6.1 or 7.1 on systems with Surround EX decoding and added speakers. Dolby Digital Surround EX has since been used for the Star Wars[image: External link] prequels on the DVD versions and also the remastered original Star Wars trilogy. A number of DVDs have a Dolby Digital Surround EX audio option.

The cinema version of Dolby Digital EX was introduced in 1999, when Dolby and Skywalker Sound[image: External link], a division of Lucasfilm Ltd.[image: External link], codeveloped Dolby Digital Surround EX™ for the release of Star Wars: Episode I – The Phantom Menace[image: External link].[15][19] Dolby Digital Surround EX has since been used for the Star Wars[image: External link] prequels on the DVD versions and also the remastered original Star Wars trilogy.[19]
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 Dolby Digital Live




Dolby Digital Live (DDL) is a real-time encoding technology for interactive media such as video games. It converts any audio signals on a PC or game console into a 5.1-channel 16-bit/48 kHz Dolby Digital format at 640 kbit/s and transports it via a single S/PDIF[image: External link] cable.[20] A similar technology known as DTS Connect[image: External link] is available from competitor DTS[image: External link]. An important benefit of this technology is that it enables the use of digital multichannel sound with consumer sound cards, which are otherwise limited to digital PCM[image: External link] stereo or analog multichannel sound because S/PDIF over RCA, BNC, and TOSLINK can only support two-channel PCM, Dolby Digital multichannel audio, and DTS multichannel audio. HDMI[image: External link] was later introduced, and it can carry uncompressed multichannel PCM, lossless compressed multichannel audio, and lossy compressed digital audio. However, Dolby Digital Live is still useful with HDMI to allow transport of multichannel audio over HDMI to devices that are unable to handle uncompressed multichannel PCM.

Dolby Digital Live is available in sound cards using various manufacturers' audio chipsets. The SoundStorm[image: External link], used for the Xbox[image: External link] game console and certain nForce2[image: External link] motherboards, used an early form of this technology. DDL is available on motherboards with codecs such as Realtek[image: External link]'s ALC882D,[21] ALC888DD and ALC888H. Other examples include some C-Media[image: External link] PCI sound cards and Creative Labs' X-Fi and Z series sound cards, whose drivers have enabled support for DDL.

NVIDIA later decided to drop DDL support in their motherboards due to the cost of involved royalties, leaving an empty space in this regard in the sound cards market. Then in June 2005 came Auzentech[image: External link], which with its X-Mystique PCI card, provided the first consumer sound card with Dolby Digital Live support.

Initially no Creative X-Fi based sound cards supported DDL (2005~2007) but a collaboration of Creative and Auzentech[image: External link] resulted in the development of the Auzentech Prelude, the first X-Fi card to support DDL. Originally planned to extend DDL support to all X-Fi based sound cards (except the 'Xtreme Audio' line which is incapable of DDL hardware implementation), the plan was dropped because Dolby licensing would have required a royalty payment for all X-Fi cards and, problematically, those already sold.[22] In 2008, Creative released the X-Fi Titanium series of sound cards which fully supports Dolby Digital Live while leaving all PCI versions of Creative X-Fi still lacking support for DDL.

Since September 2008, all Creative X-Fi based sound cards support DDL (except the 'Xtreme Audio' and its based line such as Prodigy 7.1e, which is incapable of DDL in hardware). X-Fi[image: External link]'s case differs.

While they forgot about the plan, programmer Daniel Kawakami made a hot issue by applying Auzentech Prelude DDL module back to Creative X-Fi cards by disguising the hardware identity as Auzentech Prelude.[23]

Creative Labs alleged Kawakami violated their intellectual property and demanded he cease distributing his modified drivers. [24][25][26]

Eventually Creative struck an agreement with Dolby Laboratories regarding the Dolby license royalty by arranging that the licensing cost be folded into the purchase price of the Creative X-Fi PCI cards rather than as a royalty paid by Creative themselves.[22] Based on the agreement, in September 2008 Creative began selling the Dolby Digital Live packs enabling Dolby Digital Live on Creative's X-Fi PCI series of sound cards. It can be purchased and downloaded from Creative. Subsequently Creative added their DTS Connect pack to the DDL pack at no added cost.[27]
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 Dolby Digital Plus




Main article: Dolby Digital Plus[image: External link]


E-AC-3 (Dolby Digital Plus) is an enhanced coding system based on the AC-3 codec[image: External link]. It offers increased bitrates[image: External link] (up to 6.144 Mbit/s), support for more audio channels[image: External link] (up to 15.1 discrete channels[28] in the future), and improved coding techniques (only at low data rates) to reduce compression artifacts[image: External link], enabling lower data rates than those supported by AC-3 (e.g. 5.1-channel audio at 256 kbit/s). It is not backward compatible with existing AC-3 hardware, though E-AC-3 codecs[image: External link] generally are capable of transcoding[image: External link] to AC-3 for equipment connected via S/PDIF[image: External link]. E-AC-3 decoders can also decode AC-3 bitstreams. The fourth generation Apple TV supports E-AC-3.[29] The discontinued HD DVD[image: External link] system directly supported E-AC-3. Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] offers E-AC-3 as an option to graft[image: External link] added channels onto an otherwise 5.1[image: External link] AC-3 stream, as well as for delivery of secondary audio content (e.g. director's commentary) that is intended to be mixed with the primary audio soundtrack in the Blu-ray Disc player.
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 Dolby AC-4




Main article: Dolby AC-4[image: External link]


Dolby AC-4 is an audio compression standard supporting multiple audio channels and/or audio objects. Support for 5.1 channel audio is mandatory and additional channels up to 7.1.4 are optional. [30]AC-4 provides a 50% reduction in bit rate over AC-3/Dolby Digital Plus[image: External link].[30]
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 Dolby TrueHD




Main article: Dolby TrueHD[image: External link]


Dolby TrueHD, developed by Dolby Laboratories, is an advanced lossless audio codec based on Meridian Lossless Packing[image: External link]. Support for the codec was mandatory for HD DVD and is optional for Blu-ray Disc[image: External link] hardware. Dolby TrueHD supports 24-bit, 96 kHz audio channels at up to 18 Mbit/s over 14 channels (HD DVD and Blu-ray Disc standards currently limit the maximum number of audio channels to eight). It supports metadata, including dialog normalization and Dynamic Range Control.
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 Channel configurations




Although commonly associated with the 5.1 channel configuration, Dolby Digital allows a number of different channel selections. The options are:


	Dolby Digital 1/0 - Mono (center only)

	Dolby Digital 2/0 - 2-channel stereo (left + right), optionally carrying matrixed Dolby Surround

	Dolby Digital 3/0 - 3-channel stereo (left, center, right)

	Dolby Digital 2/1 - 2-channel stereo with mono surround (left, right, surround)

	Dolby Digital 3/1 - 3-channel stereo with mono surround (left, center, right, surround)

	Dolby Digital 2/2 - 4-channel quadraphonic (left, right, left surround, right surround)

	Dolby Digital 3/2 - 5-channel surround[image: External link] (left, center, right, left surround, right surround)



These configurations optionally include the extra low-frequency effects[image: External link] (LFE) channel. The last two with stereo surrounds optionally use Dolby Digital EX matrix encoding to add an extra Rear Surround channel.

Many Dolby Digital decoders are equipped with downmixing[image: External link] to distribute encoded channels to speakers. This includes such functions as playing surround information through the front speakers if surround speakers are unavailable, and distributing the center channel[image: External link] to left and right if no center speaker is available. When outputting to separate equipment over a 2-channel connection, a Dolby Digital decoder can optionally encode the output using Dolby Surround to preserve surround information.

The '.1' in 5.1, 7.1 etc. refers to the LFE channel, which is also a discrete channel.
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 Applications




Dolby Digital audio is used on DVD-Video and other purely digital media, like home cinema. In this format, the AC-3 bitstream is interleaved with the video and control bitstreams.

The system is used in bandwidth-limited applications other than DVD-Video, such as digital TV. The AC-3 standard allows a maximum coded bit rate of 640 kbit/s. 35mm film prints use a fixed rate of 320 kbit/s, which is the same as the maximum bit rate for 2-channel MP3[image: External link]. DVD-Video discs are limited to 448 kbit/s, although many players can successfully play higher-rate bitstreams (which are non-compliant with the DVD specification). HD DVD limits AC-3 to 448 kbit/s. ATSC[image: External link] and digital cable standards limit AC-3 to 448 kbit/s. Blu-ray Disc, the PlayStation 3 and the Xbox game console can output an AC-3 signal at a full 640 kbit/s. Some Sony PlayStation 2 console games are able to output AC-3 standard audio as well, primarily during pre-rendered cutscenes.

Dolby is part of a group of organizations involved in the development of AAC[image: External link] (Advanced Audio Coding), part of MPEG specifications, and considered the successor to MP3.

Dolby Digital Plus (DD-Plus) and TrueHD are supported in HD DVD, as mandatory codecs, and in Blu-ray Disc, as optional codecs.
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 Dolby technologies in packaged media formats






	
	HD DVD[image: External link]
	Blu-ray Disc[image: External link]
	DVD-Video[image: External link]
	DVD-Audio[image: External link]
	LaserDisc[image: External link]



	Codec
	Player support
	Channels (max)
	Max bit rate
	Player support
	Channels (max)
	Max bit rate
	Player support
	Channels (max)
	Max bit rate
	Player support
	Channels (max)
	Max bit rate
	Player support
	Channels (max)
	Max bit rate



	Dolby Digital
	Mandatory
	5.1
	504 kbit/s
	Mandatory
	5.1
	640 kbit/s
	Mandatory
	5.1
	448 kbit/s
	Optional in video zone for playback compatibility on DVD-Video players
	5.1
	448 kbit/s
	Optional
	5.1
	384 kbit/s



	Dolby Digital Plus[image: External link]
	7.1
	3 Mbit/s
	Optional
	7.1
	1.7 Mbit/s
	
N/A





	Dolby TrueHD[image: External link]
	7.1
	18 Mbit/s
	7.1
	18 Mbit/s





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Technical details




The data layout of AC-3 is described by simplified " C[image: External link]-like" language in official specifications. An AC-3 stream is a series of frames; The frame size code is used along with the sample rate code to determine the number of (2-byte) words before the next syncword. Channel blocks can be either long, in which case the entire block is processed as single modified discrete cosine transform[image: External link] or short, in which case two half length transforms are performed on the block. Below is a simplified AC-3 header. A detailed description is in the ATSC "Digital Audio Compression (AC-3) (E-AC-3) Standard"[image: External link], section 5.4.



	Field Name
	# of bits
	Description



	Syncword[image: External link]
	16
	0x0B77, data transmission is left bit first: big endian[image: External link]




	Cyclic redundancy check[image: External link]
	16
	



	Sampling frequency[image: External link]
	2
	'11'=reserved '10'=32 kHz '01'=44.1 '00'=48



	Frame size code
	6
	



	Bit stream identification
	5
	



	Bit stream mode
	3
	'000'=main audio service



	Audio coding mode
	3
	'010'=left, right channel ordering



	Center mix level
	2
	



	Surround mix level
	2
	



	Dolby Surround mode
	2
	'00'=not indicated '01'= Not surround encoded '10'= Yes, surround encoded
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 liba52




A free ATSC A/52 stream decoder, liba52[image: External link], is available under the GPL license[image: External link].
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 License




Audio codec AC3 is covered by patents (though these are now expired[31]). Patents are used to ask to pay a commercial license to publish an application that decodes AC3. This leads some audio app developers to ban AC3 from their apps, although the open source VLC media player[image: External link] supports AC-3 audio without having paid for any kind of patent license.[32]

In Dolby's 2005 original and amended S-1 filings with the SEC, Dolby acknowledged that "Patents relating to our Dolby Digital technologies expire between 2008 and 2017."[33][34][35]

The last patent covering AC-3 expired March 20, 2017, so nowadays this audio codec is free to use.[36]
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 See also





	
C-Media[image: External link] – producer of DDL audio chipsets used in many sound cards and motherboards

	
Dialnorm[image: External link] – Dolby Digital metadata parameter controlling decoder gain

	
Dolby Laboratories[image: External link] – company history and technology development

	
Dolby noise-reduction system[image: External link] – analogue recorded magnetic compact cassette[image: External link] tape

	
Dolby Stereo[image: External link] – first cinema analogue surround sound system

	Dolby SR[image: External link]

	
Dolby Surround[image: External link] - renamed Pro Logic in 1987

	
Dolby Pro Logic[image: External link] – consumer version of the Dolby Stereo analogue surround sound system

	
Dolby TrueHD[image: External link] – lossless codec for HD DVD and Blu-ray Disc

	
Dolby E[image: External link] - allows 6 to 8 channels of audio to be compressed into an AES-EBU[image: External link] digital audio stream

	
DTS (sound system)[image: External link] – formerly Digital Theater Systems

	Home cinema[image: External link]

	Loudspeaker[image: External link]

	
SoundStorm[image: External link] – a real-time AC-3 encoder included in certain nForce2[image: External link] motherboards

	THX[image: External link]
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Arrowverse






The Arrowverse is a shared[image: External link] fictional universe[image: External link] that is centered on television series[image: External link] airing on The CW, developed by Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim, Andrew Kreisberg, Phil Klemmer and Geoff Johns[image: External link], based on characters appearing in publications by DC Comics. The shared universe, much like the DC Universe[image: External link] in comic books or the cinematic DC Extended Universe[image: External link], was established by crossing over[image: External link] common plot elements, settings, cast, and characters. The Arrowverse stars Stephen Amell as Oliver Queen / Green Arrow, Grant Gustin as Barry Allen / Flash, Megalyn Echikunwoke as Mari Jiwe McCabe / Vixen, with an ensemble cast leading Legends of Tomorrow, including Arthur Darvill as Rip Hunter, Caity Lotz as Sara Lance / White Canary, Victor Garber as Martin Stein / Firestorm and Brandon Routh as Ray Palmer / Atom.

The first television series was Arrow, based on the character Green Arrow[image: External link], which debuted in October 2012. The universe was expanded with the series The Flash in October 2014, which is based on Barry Allen / Flash. The universe expanded further in August 2015 with the animated series Vixen on The CW Seed, and again with the live-action team up series Legends of Tomorrow in January 2016. The franchise has also crossed over with DC Comics television shows which air on other networks; Arrow crossed over with the short-lived NBC[image: External link] series Constantine in the former's fourth season, while there have been multiple crossovers with the Supergirl TV series, primarily following its move from CBS[image: External link] to The CW.

Many actors and characters have appeared across each of the series, with Wentworth Miller, John Barrowman[image: External link] and Katie Cassidy[image: External link] signing deals to become series regulars across Arrow, The Flash and Legends of Tomorrow as Leonard Snart / Captain Cold, Malcolm Merlyn / Dark Archer and Laurel Lance / Black Canary & Black Siren[image: External link], respectively.



TOP
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 Development




In January 2012, The CW ordered a pilot[image: External link] for Arrow, centered around the character Green Arrow[image: External link] and developed by Andrew Kreisberg, Greg Berlanti and Marc Guggenheim.[1][2] Stephen Amell was cast in the titular role.[3] When developing the series, Guggenheim expressed that the creative team wanted to "chart [their] own course, [their] own destiny", and avoid any direct connections to the series Smallville, which featured its own Green Arrow (Justin Hartley[image: External link]).[4] In July 2013, it was announced that Berlanti, Kreisberg, and Geoff Johns[image: External link] would be creating a spin-off television series based on The Flash[image: External link].[5] The character, played by actor Grant Gustin, was set to appear in three episodes of Arrow's second season, with the third acting as a backdoor pilot[image: External link] for the new series,[6] though a traditional pilot was eventually ordered instead.[7]

In January 2015, the CW announced that an animated web-series featuring the DC heroine Vixen would be debuting on CW Seed[image: External link] in late 2015 and be set in the same universe as both Arrow and The Flash.[8] Amell and Gustin reprise their respective roles in the series,[9] and the character of Vixen was expected to make a live-action appearance on The Flash and/or Arrow as well.[10] The next month, it was reported that another spin-off series, described as a superhero team-up show, was being discussed by The CW for a possible 2015–16 midseason release. Berlanti, Kreisberg, Guggenheim, and Sarah Schechter[image: External link] would executive produce the potential series, which would be headlined by several recurring characters from both Arrow and The Flash. That May, the CW officially confirmed DC's Legends of Tomorrow for a January 2016 premiere.[11][12] Pedowitz later stated, "There is no intention, at this point, to spin anything else off" to add to the universe,[13] though after Vixen was renewed for a second season he said that, "Hopefully, that character could actually spin itself out, if not, maybe join as one of the Legends" in Legends of Tomorrow.[14]

In August 2015, in a video about the production of Vixen's first season, Guggenheim referred to the series' shared universe[image: External link] as the "Arrowverse",[15] which Kreisberg confirmed was the name the producers use for it.[16] The universe has also been referred to by the media as the "Flarrowverse", "Berlanti-verse" and "DC TV-verse".[17][18][19] In October, additional Arrow showrunner Wendy Mericle revealed that the producers had begun having someone track all the characters and plots used by each series, in order to make sure everything lines up,[20] though The Flash executive producer Aaron Helbing[image: External link] noted in April 2016 that "sometimes the schedules don’t line up exactly...and that stuff is out of our control", such as when the Flash is shown using his abilities on Arrow that month, while not having them the same week on The Flash.[21]

In August 2016, the CW announced the animated web-series Freedom Fighters: The Ray for CW Seed, with the intent of the actor cast as Raymond "Ray" Terrill[image: External link] to appear in the live-action series, much like Mari McCabe / Vixen.[22] The following January, the animated web-series Constantine was announced, also for CW Seed. Matt Ryan[image: External link] was revealed to be reprising his role as John Constantine[image: External link], after making a guest appearing in Arrow's fourth season, as well as in the short-lived live-action series. Pedowitz stated there were no plans "at this point in time" for Ryan to appear in any of the Arrowverse live-action series and noted there had yet to be discussions regarding if any other characters that appeared in the cancelled live-action series to appear in the web series, nor if this version of the character would "connect back to the live action storylines he's been a part of."[23] Berlanti, Schechter and David S. Goyer[image: External link] will serve as executive producers, with Goyer having been one of the creators of the live-action series.[24]
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 Main series






	Series
	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Showrunner(s)
	Status



	First aired
	Last aired



	Live-action series



	Arrow
	
	1
	23
	October 10, 2012
	May 15, 2013
	Greg Berlanti, Andrew Kreisberg and Marc Guggenheim[25][26][27][28][29]
	Released



	
	2
	October 9, 2013
	May 14, 2014



	
	3[image: External link]
	October 8, 2014
	May 13, 2015
	Marc Guggenheim[30]



	
	4[image: External link]
	October 7, 2015
	May 25, 2016
	Wendy Mericle[image: External link] and Marc Guggenheim[31][32][33][34]



	
	5[image: External link]
	October 5, 2016
	May 24, 2017



	
	6[35]
	TBA
	October 12, 2017[36]
	TBA
	TBA
	Pre-production



	The Flash
	
	1[image: External link]
	23
	October 7, 2014
	May 19, 2015
	Andrew Kreisberg[37]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	October 6, 2015
	May 24, 2016
	Andrew Kreisberg,[38] Gabrielle Stanton[image: External link],[39] and Aaron and Todd Helbing[image: External link][40]



	
	3[image: External link]
	October 4, 2016
	May 23, 2017
	Todd and Aaron Helbing,[41] and Andrew Kreisberg[42]



	
	4[35]
	TBA
	October 10, 2017[36]
	TBA
	TBA
	Pre-production



	Legends of Tomorrow
	
	1[image: External link]
	16
	January 21, 2016
	May 19, 2016
	Phil Klemmer[43] and Chris Fedak[44]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	17
	October 13, 2016
	April 4, 2017



	
	3[35]
	TBA
	October 10, 2017[36]
	TBA
	TBA
	Pre-production



	Animated series



	Vixen
	
	1[image: External link]
	6
	August 25, 2015
	September 29, 2015
	Marc Guggenheim and Keto Shimizu[citation needed[image: External link]]
	Released



	
	2[image: External link]
	October 13, 2016
	November 18, 2016



	Freedom Fighters: The Ray
	
	1
	TBD
	2017
	TBA
	Greg Berlanti and Marc Guggenheim[45]
	Pre-production



	Constantine
	
	1
	5–6
	2017–18 season[24]
	TBA
	Greg Berlanti and David S. Goyer[image: External link][24]
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 Arrow (2012–present)




Main article: Arrow (TV series)


The series follows Oliver Queen[image: External link] (Stephen Amell), billionaire playboy of Starling City, who spends five years shipwrecked on a mysterious island. Upon his return to Starling City, he is reunited with his mother, Moira Queen (Susanna Thompson[image: External link]), his sister, Thea Queen (Willa Holland[image: External link]), and his friend, Tommy Merlyn (Colin Donnell[image: External link]). The first season focuses on Oliver rekindling his relationships and spending his nights hunting down and sometimes killing wealthy criminals as a hooded vigilante. He uncovers a conspiracy to destroy "The Glades", a poorer section of the city that has become overridden with crime. John Diggle (David Ramsey[image: External link]) and Felicity Smoak (Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link]) assist Oliver in his crusade. Oliver also reconnects with ex-girlfriend, Laurel Lance[image: External link] (Katie Cassidy[image: External link]), who is still angry over his role in her sister's presumed death and the fact that he was at the time cheating on her with said sister. The first season also features flashbacks to Oliver's time on the island, and how it changed him; this continues in subsequent seasons, with each season's worth of flashbacks corresponding roughly to a year.

In season two, Oliver has vowed to stop crime without killing criminals, and comes under attack from Slade Wilson (Manu Bennett[image: External link]), a man from Oliver's time on the island who resurfaces with a vendetta against him. Oliver must also contend with outside forces attempting to take over Queen Consolidated, guilt from decisions he made in the past, and secrets harbored by his family and friends. Oliver grows to accept aspiring vigilante Roy Harper[image: External link] (Colton Haynes[image: External link]) as his protégé, and begins to receive assistance from Laurel's father, Officer Quentin Lance (Paul Blackthorne[image: External link]). Oliver also gains another ally; a mysterious woman in black, who is eventually revealed to be Laurel's sister, Sara Lance (Caity Lotz), who had survived her ordeal at sea years prior.

In season three, Arrow has become a public hero in Starling City following Slade Wilson's defeat. Queen Consolidated is sold to wealthy businessman, scientist, and aspiring hero Ray Palmer (Brandon Routh). Oliver struggles to bring his family back together, an old enemy returns, and Oliver becomes embroiled into a conflict with Ra's al Ghul (Matthew Nable[image: External link]). After a rocky start, Laurel sets out to follow in Sara's footsteps as the Black Canary. John Diggle struggles with his new role as a family man, as Oliver no longer wants him in the field after the birth of John's daughter, while Felicity Smoak begins a new career as Vice President of Palmer Technologies (formerly Queen Consolidated).

In season four, Oliver takes on a refined persona as "Green Arrow[image: External link]". He and his allies fight against the terrorist organization H.I.V.E.[image: External link], headed by Damien Darhk (Neal McDonough[image: External link]), who plans to destroy Star City (formerly Starling City). John Diggle is concerned with finding H.I.V.E. and learning the reason for the murder of his brother, Andy. Thea joins the team under the alias "Speedy", but must learn to control herself while fighting, as she now has a blood-lust that may never be fully quenched as a side effect of the Lazarus Pit. Laurel struggles to bring Sara back after learning of Thea's resurrection from the Pit. Oliver decides to run for mayor. Despite having found happiness with Felicity (now CEO of Palmer Technologies) and planning to propose to her, Oliver discovers that he is the biological father to a boy he unknowingly conceived ten years previously with a former girlfriend, Samantha Clayton (Anna Hopkins[image: External link]), whose discovery threatens to destabilize his relationship with Felicity, his life as the Green Arrow, and his mayoral campaign. Oliver ultimately discovers that Damien plans on detonating nuclear weapons and ruling a new world over the Earth's ashes. In flashbacks, Oliver returns to Lian Yu to infiltrate the organization known as Shadowspire on behalf of Amanda Waller, and has his first encounter with the mystical idol used by Darhk in the present-day narrative.

In season five, Oliver trains up young heroes Wild Dog[image: External link] (Rick Gonzalez[image: External link]), Mister Terrific[image: External link] (Echo Kellum[image: External link]), Artemis[image: External link] (Madison McLaughlin) and Ragman[image: External link] (Joe Dinicol[image: External link]) to join him in his war on crime following Laurel's death and Thea and Diggle's resignations, while he tries his best to balance his vigilantism with his new role as mayor.Oliver also faces the threat of a dark and shadowy enemy named Prometheus[image: External link] , who has a deep-rooted vendetta against him. In flashbacks, Oliver is living in Russia, where he joins the Bratva[image: External link] as part of an assassination ploy.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 The Flash (2014–present)




Main article: The Flash (2014 TV series)


After witnessing his mother's mysterious murder and his father's wrongful conviction for the crime, Barry Allen (Grant Gustin) is taken in by Detective Joe West (Jesse L. Martin[image: External link]) and his daughter, Iris (Candice Patton[image: External link]). Allen becomes a brilliant but socially awkward crime scene investigator for the Central City Police Department[image: External link]. His obsession with his tragic past causes him to become an outcast among his peers; he investigates cold cases[image: External link], paranormal[image: External link] occurrences, and cutting-edge scientific advancements that may shed light on his mother's murder. No one believes his description of the crime—that a ball of lightning with the face of a man invaded their home that night—and Allen is fiercely driven to vindicate himself and to clear his father's name. Fourteen years after his mother's death, an advanced particle accelerator at S.T.A.R. Labs malfunctions during its public unveiling, bathing the city center with a previously unknown form of radiation and creating a severe thunderstorm. Allen is struck by lightning from the storm and doused with chemicals in his lab. Awakening after a nine-month coma, he discovers he has the ability to move at superhuman speeds. Dr. Harrison Wells (Tom Cavanagh[image: External link]), the disgraced designer of the failed particle accelerator, describes Barry's special nature as "metahuman"; Allen soon discovers that he is not the only one who was changed by the radiation. Allen vows to use his gifts to protect Central City from the escalating violence of metahuman criminals. He is aided by a few close friends and associates who guard his secrets, including S.T.A.R. Labs team members Cisco Ramon (Carlos Valdes[image: External link]) and Caitlin Snow[image: External link] (Danielle Panabaker[image: External link]).

Six months after the events of the first season, after a singularity[image: External link] event, the Flash is recognized as Central City's hero. Jay Garrick[image: External link] (Teddy Sears[image: External link]), the Flash from Earth-Two[image: External link], in a parallel universe[image: External link], visits Barry and warns him another speedster named Zoom[image: External link] (voiced by Tony Todd[image: External link]) is trying to eliminate everyone connected to the Speed Force[image: External link] throughout the multiverse[image: External link]. Jay, and later Harrison Wells' Earth-Two counterpart, work to help Barry and his friends stop Zoom. Joe and Iris struggle with their shared painful past related to their family, especially after the arrival of Iris's brother Wally West[image: External link] (Keiynan Lonsdale[image: External link]), whom her mother Francine West (Vanessa A. Williams[image: External link]) gave birth to shortly after abandoning her family. Cisco initially begins having visions or "vibes" of other times, places, and dimensions upon touching certain objects, he is given the nickname Vibe. He later finds his metahuman powers can also be used to open portals to other worlds and create sonic vibrations. After Zoom kills Barry's father, the season concludes with Barry travelling back in time to save his mother's life from the Reverse-Flash.

After changing all of history, Barry inadvertently alters the entire timeline, resulting in 'Flashpoint' timeline. Despite Barry's attempt to repair the damages he had caused, a new threat emerges from Flashpoint in the form of a powerful speedster, Savitar[image: External link] , who wishes to kill Barry and make him suffer, due to Barry's "Flashpoint" excursion inadvertently led to Savitar's birth and sufferings.
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 Vixen (2015–present)




Main article: Vixen (web series)


After her parents were killed in Africa by local corruption, Mari McCabe (Megalyn Echikunwoke) inherits her family's Tantu Totem, gaining the powers of animals, using them to fight as Vixen to stop threats like those that claimed her family.[46]
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 DC's Legends of Tomorrow (2016–present)




Main article: Legends of Tomorrow


When Vandal Savage (Casper Crump) murders his family, Time Master Rip Hunter (Arthur Darvill) goes rogue, deciding to bring him down with a team consisting of Ray Palmer (who has taken the mantle of "the Atom"), Sara Lance (who has become the hero White Canary), Martin Stein (Victor Garber) and Jefferson "Jax" Jackson (Franz Drameh), who together become the hero Firestorm, Kendra Saunders/Hawkgirl (Ciara Renee[image: External link]), Carter Hall/Hawkman (Falk Hentschel), Leonard Snart/Captain Cold (Wentworth Miller), and Mick Rory/Heat Wave (Dominic Purcell).[47][48] However, the Time Masters actually backed Savage in his domination of the world in 2166, intending to repel a Thanagarian invasion. However, due to Snart's sacrifice, the Time Masters are destroyed. Savage attempts to rewrite history with a temporal explosion, but is killed by the team when he is rendered mortal by the same meteor he used for his scheme. With Savage dead, Kendra and Carter leave the team.

Following the demise of the Time Masters, Rip decides to take their place guarding history with Ray, Sara, Stein, Jax and Mick. However, they are warned by Rex Tyler (Patrick J. Adams[image: External link]) that they will die in 1942 New York City[image: External link]. They proceed to ignore the warning, resulting in Mick being put in stasis, Rip missing, and the rest of the team scattered in time. However, historian Nate Heywood (Nick Zano), aided by Oliver Queen, find Mick and the rest of the team. Sara replaces Rip as leader of the team. The pair rescues the rest of the team and proceed to locate the time criminals trying to alter history. Along the way, the team encounters the Justice Society of America, and following Tyler's death at the hands of the Reverse-Flash, Amaya Jiwe (Maisie Richardson-Sellers), Mari McCabe's grandmother, joins the team to locate Tyler's killer. Heywood also joins the team, taking on the identity of Steel as he gains the power to turn to steel. The threat of the Legion of Doom begins to take shape as the season goes on, with the Reverse-Flash, Damien Darhk, Malcolm Merlyn, and later Captain Cold joining forces against the team and changing reality for their own nefarious purposes.
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 Freedom Fighters: The Ray




Centered on the character Raymond "Ray" Terrill[image: External link] who is a reporter who gains light-based powers after being exposed to a genetic light bomb. Ray discovers the bomb in his investigation of a secret government project attempting to harness the power of light and weaponize it. The series was inspired by Grant Morrison[image: External link]'s Multiversity[image: External link].[22]
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 Web series
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 Blood Rush (2013)




Further information: Arrow (TV series) § Promotional tie-in[image: External link]


On November 6, 2013, a six-episode series of shorts, titled Blood Rush, premiered alongside the broadcast of Arrow, as well as online. The series, which was presented by Bose[image: External link], and features product placement[image: External link] for Bose products, was shot on location in Vancouver, similarly to the main show. The miniseries features Emily Bett Rickards, Colton Haynes and Paul Blackthorne reprising their roles of Felicity Smoak, Roy Harper[image: External link] and Quentin Lance[image: External link], respectively. The episodes set during the course of the second season of the television series, show Roy coming to Queen Consolidated to have a meeting with Oliver. As he is out, Felicity tells Roy to go wait in the lobby. As Roy leaves, Officer Lance calls Felicity, telling her that the blood sample the Starling City police found on the vigilante, which Felicity destroyed, has resurfaced. Felicity then calls Roy, using Oliver's voice encoder, asking him to break into the lab to retrieve the sample. Felicity guides Roy through the lab, where he is able to recover the sample. As Roy is leaving, doctors enter the room, seemingly trapping him. He notifies Felicity, who then hacks into the building's PA system, and issues an evacuation notice, giving Roy a chance to escape. Roy gets out of the room before it enters into lock down, and is able to avoid two guards with the help of Felicity and exit the lab. Roy returns to Queen Consolidated, and Felicity offers to mail the acquired sample for Roy as he goes in to meet with Oliver.[49]
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 Chronicles of Cisco (2016)




Further information: The Flash (2014 TV series) § Web series[image: External link]


On April 19, 2016, a web series titled Chronicles of Cisco, premiered. The series, which was presented by AT&T[image: External link], features Valdes and Britne Oldford[image: External link] reprising their roles as Cisco Ramon and Shawna Baez[image: External link] respectively. Set in the second season of the television series, the series sees Cisco attempting to make the Flash suit bulletproof and body-odor proof. While working on these, he receives a late-night Meta-Human Alert within S.T.A.R. Labs, and learns that Peek-a-Boo triggered the alert. She has come to S.T.A.R. Labs to make Cisco create a weapon for her, as he did for Golden Glider, Captain Cold, and Heatwave. When he does not cooperate, she shoots him. Cisco survives being shot, realizing that the orange soda he spilt on his shirt was the missing catalyst to his bulletproof formula. Cisco tries to bring Peek-a-Boo back to the pipeline, but she locks him in the cell instead. Cisco is then seen being woken up due to a call from Barry. He believes he dreamt the whole experience, until he finds the bullet that shot him on the ground.[50]
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 Comic books




Further information: Arrow (TV series) § Digital comics[image: External link], and The Flash (2014 TV series) § Digital comic[image: External link]




	Title
	Issue(s)
	Publication date(s)
	Writer(s)
	Artist(s)



	First published
	Last published



	Arrow Volume 1
	7
	October 10, 2012
	April 24, 2013
	Andrew Kreisberg (#1–8) and Marc Guggenheim (#1–12, 0)
	Sergio Sandoval (#1–3, 5–6, 8, 10); Jorge Jimenez (#1 – 3); Mike Grell (#1–4, 6, 9–10)

Eric Nguyen (#4, 9); Julian Totino Tedesco (#4); Xermanico (#5–7, 10–11)

Omar Francia (#5, 8, 11); Pol C Gas (#6; 8); Victor Drujiniu (#6–8, 12)

Le Beau Underwood (#7, 9); Allan Jefferson (#7, 9–12); Juan Castro (#7–8, 12)

Victor Drujiniu (#8; 12); Pol C Gas (#8); Omar Francia (#8; 11); Jonas Trindade (#11–12)



	Arrow Volume 2
	6
	May 22, 2013
	October 23, 2013
	Andrew Kreisberg (#1–8) and Marc Guggenheim (#1–12, 0)
	Sergio Sandoval (#1–3, 5–6, 8, 10); Jorge Jimenez (#1 – 3); Mike Grell (#1–4, 6, 9–10)

Eric Nguyen (#4, 9); Julian Totino Tedesco (#4); Xermanico (#5–7, 10–11)

Omar Francia (#5, 8, 11); Pol C Gas (#6; 8); Victor Drujiniu (#6–8, 12)

Le Beau Underwood (#7, 9); Allan Jefferson (#7, 9–12); Juan Castro (#7–8, 12)

Victor Drujiniu (#8; 12); Pol C Gas (#8); Omar Francia (#8; 11); Jonas Trindade (#11–12)



	Arrow: Season 2.5
	12
	October 8, 2014
	September 9, 2015
	Marc Guggenheim (#1–12); Yuko Shimizu (#4); Keto Shimizu (#5)
	Joe Bennett (#1–5; 7–12); Jack Jadson (#2); Craig Yeung (#3–5; 7–12); Szymon Kudranski (#4–7)



	The Flash: Season Zero
	12
	October 1, 2014
	September 2, 2015
	Andrew Kreisberg (#1–10); Katherine Walczak (#4); Brooke Eikmeier (#4)

Lauren Certo (#7–9); Kai Wu (#7–9); Phil Hester (#10); Ben Sokolowski (#11); Sterling Gates (#12)
	Eric Gapstur and Phil Hester (#1–4; 6–11); Marcus To (#5; 10); Ibrahim Mustafa (#12)



	Arrow: The Dark Archer[51]
	12
	January 13, 2016
	June 15, 2016
	John Barrowman; Carol Barrowman; Marc Guggenheim; Andrew Kreisberg
	Daniel Sampere
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 Novels




On February 23, 2016, Titan Books[image: External link] released Arrow: Vengeance, a tie-in novel by Oscar Balderrama and Lauren Certo, which is set before and during Arrow's second season, which details the origins of Slade Wilson, Isabel Rochev[image: External link], and Sebastian Blood[image: External link], and how they would all eventually meet and collaborate with each other to battle Oliver Queen/The Arrow as seen in the TV series. On November 29, 2016, Titan Books[image: External link] released Flash: The Haunting of Barry Allen, a tie-in novel by Susan and Clay Griffith, which is set during The Flash's second season and Arrow's fourth season, which detailed that after he closed the temporal anomaly that nearly destroyed Central City, Barry an older version of himself, beaten, injured, and batter, but before he can speak, his doppelganger disappears. Barry then starts experiencing glitches in his powers, moments that leave him immobile and ghostly during missions. When a group of his worst villains, including Pied Piper[image: External link], Weather Wizard[image: External link], and Peek-a-Boo[image: External link], decide to launch an assault on him, so Barry decides to seek help from his most trusted ally, Oliver Queen/Green Arrow. The story continues in Arrow: A Generation of Vipers, by Susan and Clay Griffith, which was released by Titan Books[image: External link] on March 28, 2017, which detailed Team Flash and Team Arrow working together to eliminate the bizarre energy that threatens to kill the Flash. When their quest leads them to Markovia[image: External link], they must get past an army of mercenaries and assassins to face the mysterious Count Wallenstein.
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 Shared cast and characters




Main article: List of Arrowverse cast members





	
Key:


	
     = Does not appear / is not yet confirmed to appear










	Character
	Actor
	First

appearance
	Series
	Other series
	Ref(s)



	Arrow
	The Flash
	Vixen
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Constantine (animated)
	Supergirl



	Oliver Queen / Green Arrow
	Stephen Amell
	Arrow
	Main[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	[9][52][53]



	Laurel Lance / Black Canary[image: External link][a]
	Katie Cassidy[image: External link]
	Main[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[54][55]



	John Diggle / Spartan[image: External link]
	David Ramsey[image: External link]
	Main[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[56][57]



	Thea Queen / Speedy[image: External link]
	Willa Holland[image: External link]
	Main[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[58]



	Quentin Lance[image: External link]
	Paul Blackthorne[image: External link]
	Main[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	[59][60]



	Felicity Smoak / Overwatch[image: External link]
	Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link]
	Main[image: External link][b]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[60][63][64]



	Malcolm Merlyn[image: External link]
	John Barrowman[image: External link]
	Main[image: External link][b]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	[58]



	Sara Lance / White Canary
	Caity Lotz
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link]
	
	[65]



	Lyla Michaels[image: External link]
	Audrey Marie Anderson[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[66][67]



	Floyd Lawton / Deadshot[image: External link]
	Michael Rowe
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link][c]
	
	[68][69]



	Barry Allen / Flash
	Grant Gustin
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Main[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	[6][9][70]



	Nyssa al Ghul[image: External link]
	Katrina Law[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[60]



	Cisco Ramon / Vibe
	Carlos Valdés[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Main[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	[64][71][72]



	Caitlin Snow / Killer Frost[image: External link]
	Danielle Panabaker[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Main[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[71]



	Samantha Clayton
	Anna Hopkins[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[73]



	Ray Palmer / Atom
	Brandon Routh
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Main[image: External link]
	
	[74][75]



	Ra's al Ghul
	Matthew Nable[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[76]



	Damien Darhk
	Neal McDonough[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	[74][77]



	Linda Park / Doctor Light[image: External link]
	Olivia Cheng[image: External link] / Malese Jow[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	[78][79][80]



	William Tockman / Clock King[image: External link]
	Robert Knepper[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[81]



	Royal Flush Gang[image: External link]
	Various
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[82]



	Jake Simmons / Deathbolt[image: External link]
	Doug Jones[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[83]



	John Constantine[image: External link]
	Matt Ryan[image: External link][d]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link]
	
	[84][23]



	Aldus Boardman
	Peter Francis James[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[85]



	Eobard Thawne / Reverse-Flash
	Matt Letscher
	The Flash
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link]
	
	[77]



	Leonard Snart / Captain Cold
	Wentworth Miller
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link]
	
	[86][87]



	Mick Rory / Heat Wave
	Dominic Purcell
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link]
	
	[87][88]



	Gideon
	Morena Baccarin[image: External link] / Amy Pemberton
	Guest[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link]
	
	[89][90][91]



	Martin Stein / Firestorm
	Victor Garber
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	Main[image: External link]
	
	[87][92][93]



	Clarissa Stein
	Isabella Hofmann[image: External link]
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	[94]



	David Singh[image: External link]
	Patrick Sabongui[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	[95][96]



	Brie Larvan / Bug-Eyed Bandit[image: External link]
	Emily Kinney[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[97]



	Kendra Saunders / Hawkgirl
	Ciara Renée
	Guest[image: External link]
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link]
	
	[98]



	Lewis Snart
	Michael Ironside[image: External link] / Jason Beaudoin
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[99][100]



	Jefferson "Jax" Jackson / Firestorm[image: External link]
	Franz Drameh
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	Main[image: External link]
	
	[75][101][102]



	Carter Hall / Hawkman
	Falk Hentschel
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link][e]
	
	[103][104]



	Vandal Savage
	Casper Crump
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	[105][106]



	Black Flash
	Special effect
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	[107][108]



	"Glasses"
	Donnelly Rhodes[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[109][110]



	Laurel Lance / Black Siren[image: External link][a]
	Katie Cassidy[image: External link]
	Main[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[111]



	Mari McCabe / Vixen
	Megalyn Echikunwoke
	Vixen
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link]
	
	[112][113]



	John Diggle Jr. / Connor Hawke / Green Arrow[image: External link]
	Joseph David-Jones / Keon Boateng
	Legends of Tomorrow
	Recurring[image: External link]
	Guest[image: External link][f]
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	[114]



	Talia al Ghul[image: External link]
	Lexa Doig[image: External link] / Milli Wilkinson
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	[60][115][116]



	Nate Heywood / Steel[image: External link]
	Nick Zano
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link]
	
	[117][118]



	Lily Stein
	Christina Brucato
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Recurring[image: External link]
	
	[114]



	Kara Danvers / Supergirl
	Melissa Benoist
	Supergirl
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link]
	[119][120]



	Winslow "Winn" Schott, Jr.[image: External link]
	Jeremy Jordan[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link]
	[121]



	J'onn J'onzz / Martian Manhunter[image: External link]
	David Harewood[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link]
	[121]



	Mon-El / Mike Matthews[image: External link]
	Chris Wood[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Main[image: External link]
	[121]



	Eve Teschmacher
	Andrea Brooks
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	[122][123]



	Music Meister[image: External link]
	Darren Criss[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	
	Guest[image: External link]
	[124]






	
^ a b Katie Cassidy, who portrays Laurel Lance / Black Canary, also portrays the Earth-Two[image: External link] version of Lance, the villainous "Black Siren", introduced on The Flash in a guest role before taking on a main role on Arrow.


	
^ a b Emily Bett Rickards and John Barrowman were promoted to series regulars on Arrow in season 2 and season 3, respectively, after portraying their characters in a recurring capacity for the previous seasons.[61][62]


	
^ Rowe portrays the Earth-Two[image: External link] version of Lawton.


	
^ Ryan previously appeared as the character in the NBC live-action series, Constantine. The Arrowverse version of the character would be the same that had appeared in the NBC series.[84]


	
^ After serving as a series regular for the first two episodes of the first season, Hentschel received guest credit for his subsequent appearances.


	
^ In The Flash, as a result of Barry Allen's alteration of history, creating and then trying to revert the Flashpoint timeline, Sara Diggle was erased from existence; in the current timeline, John and Lyla instead have a son, John Diggle, Jr., as mentioned in The Flash episode "Paradox", who previously appeared as an adult on Legends of Tomorrow, and appeared as an infant in the Arrow episode "Vigilante".






After Miller's exit as a series regular during Legend of Tomorrow's first season, it was revealed he signed a deal with Warner Bros. to become a series regular across any of the shows in the Arrowverse. The deal was initially focused on Miller and his character Leonard Snart appearing on The Flash and Legends of Tomorrow. Berlanti stated that Miller's deal was "the first contract not applicable to just one show," adding "In success we hope to continue with other characters finding their way across all the shows."[125] Barrowman signed a similar deal to Miller in July 2016, allowing him to continue being a series regular on Arrow as well as The Flash and Legends of Tomorrow,[126] followed by Cassidy.[127]
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 Crossovers






List indicator(s)


	A dark grey cell indicates the series was not a part of the crossover event.

	The number in parentheses next to the episode title indicates which part of the crossover it is.









	Official crossover events



	TV season
	Crossover title
	Episodes
	Ref(s)



	Supergirl
	The Flash
	Arrow
	Legends of Tomorrow



	2014–15[image: External link]
	"Flash vs. Arrow"
	
	Season 1, Episode 8

"Flash vs. Arrow[image: External link]" (1)
	Season 3, Episode 8

"The Brave and the Bold[image: External link]" (2)
	
	[63]



	In Central City, a metahuman who uses people's emotions to rob banks turns the Flash against the Arrow. Then, in Starling City, the two heroes face off against Captain Boomerang.



	2015–16
	"Heroes Join Forces"
	
	Season 2, Episode 8

"Legends of Today[image: External link]" (1)
	Season 4, Episode 8

"Legends of Yesterday[image: External link]" (2)
	[a]
	[129][128]



	The Flash and the Green Arrow team up to take on Vandal Savage, who is looking for Kendra Saunders and Carter Hall, the reincarnations of Hawkgirl and Hawkman.



	"Worlds Finest"
	Season 1, Episode 18

"Worlds Finest[image: External link]"
	[b]
	
	[130][131][132][133]



	The Flash passes through an extradimensional breach while testing a tachyon accelerator, entering the universe of Supergirl and Superman.  He teams up with Supergirl in order to take down Livewire and Silver Banshee, after which Supergirl assists him in returning to his universe.



	2016–17
	"Invasion!"
	[c]
	Season 3, Episode 8

" Invasion![image: External link]" (1)
	Season 5, Episode 8

" Invasion![image: External link]" (2)
	Season 2, Episode 7

" Invasion![image: External link]" (3)
	[134][72][135]



	The Flash brings Supergirl from another universe to help him, the Green Arrow, and the Legends of Tomorrow face off against a race of alien invaders called the Dominators.



	"Dynamic Duet"
	[d]
	Season 3, Episode 17

" Duet[image: External link]"
	
	[121][136]



	A musical crossover between The Flash and Supergirl, where the Flash and Supergirl face the Music Meister[image: External link].



	2017–18[image: External link]
	TBA
	(1)
	(2)
	(4)
	(3)
	[137]



	Planning for the crossover began in December 2016, with Mericle saying, "We actually sort of do, believe it or not, have a concept for what we want to do for next year’s crossover. It’s crazy."[138]






	
^ Though Legends of Tomorrow did not have an episode as part of the 2015–16 crossover, the Arrow and The Flash episodes from this event did set up a number of characters who star and recur in that series.[105][128]


	
^ While not officially part of the crossover, "Versus Zoom[image: External link]", the eighteenth episode of the second season of The Flash, featured Barry entering and exiting the breach to Earth-38 between two moments.


	
^ Though Supergirl does not have an episode as part of the 2016–17 crossover, the end of the Supergirl episode " Medusa[image: External link]", with Barry and Cisco recruiting her from her universe, is considered the beginning of the crossover, resulting in her appearing in the other series' episodes.[72]


	
^ The end of the Supergirl episode " Star-Crossed[image: External link]" began the musical crossover that primarily occurs during "Duet".[121]
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 Constantine (live-action)




Main article: Constantine (TV series)


By May 2015, Amell had had discussions with DC Entertainment about portraying Queen on NBC[image: External link]'s Constantine, starring Matt Ryan[image: External link]; saying, "The reason that I was going to guest star on Constantine...was [Constantine's] an expert when it comes to the Lazarus Pit, which is now something that is a part of and will continue to be a part of Arrow." Amell stated that, even though Constantine was not renewed for a second season, a crossover "was and is still on the table".[139] Guggenheim revealed a desire to integrate John Constantine[image: External link] into the Arrowverse, saying, "A lot of the pieces are in place, except for that one final piece, which is what’s the fate of Constantine? That’s the tricky thing. But it comes up in the writers’ room constantly — we have a number of ideas, one idea that’s particularly exciting to me. We’re in a little bit of a wait-and-see mode".[140] In July 2015, Mericle added on the subject, "It's something we've been talking to DC about and it's just a question of some political things, but also [Ryan]'s schedule."[141]

In August 2015, it was confirmed that Ryan would appear in Arrow's fourth-season episode " Haunted[image: External link]" for a "one-time-only-deal". Guggenheim said, "This is something the fans were clamoring for," praising DC for being so "magnanimous and generous in giving us this one-time dispensation." Due to Arrow and Constantine sharing the same studio, the producers of Arrow were able to use Ryan's original outfits: "The trench coat, the tie, the shirt...the whole wardrobe is being taken out for [ sic[image: External link]] storage and shipped up to Vancouver [where Arrow shoots]." John Badham[image: External link], a director on Constantine, directed the episode that Constantine appears in.[142] Mericle confirmed that this version of Constantine would be the same character that had appeared in Constantine.[84] On filming the episode, Guggenheim referred to it as "a Constantine/Arrow crossover" and felt that "we got the chance to extend Matt Ryan’s run as Constantine by at least one more hour of television. I think you’ll see he fits very neatly into our universe. It never feels forced".[143] In August 2016, Berlanti spoke to why Constantine was not used more in Arrow or the other Arrowverse series after the positive reception to Ryan's performance, saying, "Constantine exists in a certain place in the DC world and universe" and that he felt DC was "internally examining what they want to do with that character next."[144] In January 2017, Constantine was revived as an animated web series, set to air on the CW Seed, with Ryan once again voicing the character.[23]
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 Supergirl




Main article: Supergirl (TV series)


In November 2014, Berlanti expressed interest in his CBS[image: External link] series Supergirl existing in the same universe as Arrow and The Flash,[145] and in January 2015, The CW president Mark Pedowitz revealed that he was also open to a crossover between the series and networks. However, CBS president Nina Tassler stated that month that, "those two shows are on a different network. So I think we'll keep Supergirl to ourselves for awhile."[146] In August 2015, Tassler revealed that while there were no plans at the time to do story crossovers, the three series would have crossover promotions.[147] In January 2016, Tassler's successor Glenn Geller said "I have to be really careful what I say here" in regards to a potential Supergirl/Arrowverse crossover, so "Watch and wait and see what happens."[148]

In February 2016, it was announced that Gustin would appear on the Supergirl episode "Worlds Finest", with Berlanti and Kreisberg, also Supergirl executive producers, thanking "the fans and journalists who have kept asking for this to happen. It is our pleasure and hope to create an episode worthy of everyone’s enthusiasm and support."[70] In "Worlds Finest", Supergirl is established as being in an alternate universe where the Flash helps Kara fight the Silver Banshee and Livewire in exchange for her help in returning home.[149] The events of the episode intersect with the events of the eighteenth episode of The Flash season two, "Versus Zoom".[150] The crossover required "a lot more logistical trickery" than the usual Arrowverse crossovers due to Gustin filming The Flash in Vancouver alongside Arrow and Legends of Tomorrow, while Supergirl is produced in Los Angeles.[151] The producers chose to use the Flash as the character to crossover, due to his ability to travel between various Earths, and because it was "a little more fun at first to bring the veteran from that show to the chemistry of a new show." Berlanti stated that "in a perfect world", the crossover would have featured both Gustin and Amell's Green Arrow, "but logistically that would have been a nightmare to try and do both shows. We had to facilitate one."[152] Gustin was optimistic that the crossover in 2016 would allow another crossover the following year with the rest of the Arrowverse shows.[150]

In May 2016, it was announced that Supergirl would move from CBS to The CW for its second season, as well as moving production from Los Angeles to Vancouver, where the CW Arrowverse series film.[153] The second season premiered on October 10, 2016.[154] It was also announced that Supergirl would appear on Arrow, The Flash, and Legends of Tomorrow during the 2016–17 season crossover episodes, though Guggenheim cautioned that "She is going to be coming over but we’re not going to do a full on Supergirl crossover".[120] Kreisberg also confirmed that, despite the series moving to The CW, the title character's universe would not be integrated into the Arrowverse.[155] The Earth the series inhabits is Earth-38 in the Arrowverse multiverse,[156] and has been informally referred to as "Earth-CBS" by Guggenheim, named for the network where Supergirl first aired.[72]
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 Marketing




In April 2015, to celebrate the season three finale of Arrow and season one finale of The Flash, The CW released a short promo titled "Superhero Fight Club".[157] The short features characters from Arrow and The Flash battling each other in a hero vs. villain showdown. Characters include The Arrow, Flash, Arsenal[image: External link], Black Canary, Malcolm Merlyn, Captain Cold, Heat Wave, Firestorm, Ra’s al Ghul[image: External link], Reverse-Flash, and Atom in a cage match[image: External link] fight, with Black Canary and Arsenal vs. Malcolm Merlyn, Arrow vs. Ra's al Ghul, Flash vs. Captain Cold and Heat Wave, which is interrupted by Reverse-Flash, until Firestorm interrupts them, and the Atom appears at the end.[158] In September 2016, The CW released the promo "Superhero Fight Club 2.0" to promote the start of the 2016-17 season with the addition of Supergirl to their lineup, as well as their new mobile app, where the promo could exclusively be viewed initially. The new Superhero Fight Club sees Green Arrow[image: External link], Flash[image: External link], Atom[image: External link], Firestorm, White Canary and Supergirl go up against a new fight simulator created by Cisco Ramon and Felicity Smoak, while John Diggle[image: External link] and Martian Manhunter[image: External link] observe. After defeating the simulator, Cisco releases Gorilla Grodd[image: External link] into the arena for the heroes to face.[159][160]
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 Reception




For more details on the reception of each series, see the "Reception" section on each series' article.
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 Ratings






	Series
	Season
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Viewers

(in millions)
	Last aired
	Viewers

(in millions)
	Average viewers

(in millions)
	Rank
	18–49 rating (rank)



	Arrow
	
	1[image: External link]
	October 10, 2012
	4.14[161]
	May 15, 2013
	2.77[162]
	3.68
	130[163]
	1.2 (125)[164]



	
	2[image: External link]
	October 9, 2013
	2.74[165]
	May 14, 2014
	2.37[166]
	3.28
	128
	(119)[167]



	
	3[image: External link]
	October 8, 2014
	2.83[168]
	May 13, 2015
	2.83[169]
	3.52
	135
	1.3 (111)[170]



	
	4[image: External link]
	October 7, 2015
	2.67[171]
	May 25, 2016
	2.19[172]
	2.90
	145
	1.1 (110)[173]



	
	5[image: External link]
	October 5, 2016
	1.87[174]
	May 24, 2017
	1.72[175]
	2.21
	147
	0.8 (133)[176]



	The Flash
	
	1[image: External link]
	October 7, 2014
	4.83[177]
	May 19, 2015
	3.87[178]
	4.62
	118
	1.7 (90)[170]



	
	2[image: External link]
	October 6, 2015
	3.58[179]
	May 24, 2016
	3.35[180]
	4.25
	112
	1.7 (69)[173]



	
	3[image: External link]
	October 4, 2016
	3.17[181]
	May 23, 2017
	3.04[182]
	3.50
	120
	1.4 (78)[176]



	Legends of Tomorrow
	
	1[image: External link]
	January 21, 2016
	3.21[183]
	May 19, 2016
	1.85[184]
	3.16
	135
	1.2 (104)[173]



	
	2[image: External link]
	October 13, 2016
	1.82[185]
	April 4, 2017
	1.52[186]
	2.57
	141
	0.9 (127)[176]
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 Critical response






	Series
	Season
	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic



	Arrow
	
	1[image: External link]
	86% (35 reviews)[187]
	73 (25 reviews)[188]



	
	2[image: External link]
	100% (11 reviews)[189]
	N/A



	
	3[image: External link]
	100% (10 reviews)[190]
	N/A



	
	4[image: External link]
	100% (13 reviews)[191]
	N/A



	
	5[image: External link]
	100% (10 reviews)[192]
	N/A



	The Flash
	
	1[image: External link]
	97% (58 reviews)[193]
	73 (27 reviews)[194]



	
	2[image: External link]
	100% (20 reviews)[195]
	81 (4 reviews)[196]



	
	3[image: External link]
	87% (15 reviews)[197]
	80 (4 reviews)[198]



	Legends of Tomorrow
	
	1[image: External link]
	58% (36 reviews)[199]
	58 (22 reviews)[200]



	
	2[image: External link]
	77% (13 reviews)[201]
	N/A
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 Commentary




After the first Arrow/Flash crossover, Brian Lowry of Variety talked about the spin-off series and the crossover, applauding the producers for replicating the success of Arrow but with "a lighter tone" and "a hero with genuine super powers" in The Flash, and calling the crossover an appropriate moment for everyone concerned to take a short but well-deserved victory lap." Lowry also said that the crossover "does a nifty job of bringing the two series together, although probably not in a manner likely to boost the shared audience between them much more than already exists."[202] Meredith Borders at Birth.Movies.Death. called the crossover episodes "fun" and said positively that "too much happened that was unrelated to one show or the other – and that's a good thing. While the crossover episodes were definitely open to new viewers of either The Flash or Arrow (or both, presumably), with each episode wrapped up tidily by the end of its hour, plenty of show-specific plot stuff was advanced without spelling it out for newbies. New viewers to either show could follow along and have a good time, but veteran viewers were rewarded with major storyline motion."[203]

Following the release of the first trailer for Supergirl, Paul Tassi wrote for Forbes[image: External link] about why he felt that series should be kept separate from the Arrowverse: He called the moment in the Arrow third-season finale where Barry Allen appears briefly, but abruptly leaves since "Arrow needs to let its own characters solve its problems", a "weird moment" that shows "the cracks [that] form when it’s just two shows that have to work together on the regular." Tassi then noted the further complications of adding Supergirl, saying, "The more shows you have, the more heroes you introduce, the harder it is to keep explaining away why they’re not constantly around to help each other. Supergirl already has that problem built-in with Superman, who it seems will not be a regular fixture on the show, and I’m sure there will be many excuses as to why he’s too busy to help Supergirl fight her latest battle. Add in Arrow, The Flash and Legends of Tomorrow mythology, and it’s probably too much to juggle....I think Supergirl deserves to launch without Arrow and The Flash on its shoulders, and be allowed to find itself before being assimilated into an existing universe."[204]

With the premiere of Legends of Tomorrow, ScreenRant's Alice Walker discussed how the series "has hurt Arrow and The Flash", noting that the latter required minimal setup when it was spun-off from the former and had an element of mystery surrounding its quality with "a "wait and see" attitude" from audiences, while Legends was instead met with much excitement long before its release leading to each piece of news concerning it being "publicized and met with fanfare – to the detriment of the other shows involved." Walker felt that audiences knowing which characters would appear in Legends, and how, took "the thrill out of the story" of the other series as such information spoiled some of their upcoming plot twists, including the resurrection of Sara Lance or the fact that Ray Palmer "could never really pose a threat to Oliver [Queen] and Felicity [Smoak]’s relationship, or run Palmer Technologies long term, since it was widely known that he would be a huge part of Legends." Additionally, the annual Arrow/The Flash crossover suffered from also trying to set up Legends, which was "too much to ask from the already crowded storylines and ended up feeling like an exercise in synchronicity, with producers planting more seeds than they could reap. The crossover event was no longer a fun way to contrast the two shows; it now had to serve the much larger purpose of setting up an entirely new world." Walker stated that the premiere of Legends "means that Arrow and The Flash can finally stop dedicating so much time and plot to laying the groundwork for the spin-off, and start focusing on the fundamentals of their own shows again."[205]
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 Multiverse




Further information: List of DC Multiverse worlds § Arrowverse[image: External link]


In October 2014, Johns explained that DC's approach to their films and television series would be different to Marvel Studios[image: External link]' cinematic universe[image: External link], stating that their film universe[image: External link] and TV universes would be kept separate within a multiverse[image: External link] to allow "everyone to make the best possible product, to tell the best story, to do the best world."[206] The second season of The Flash began to explore this concept of the multiverse, by introducing Earth-2, which features doppelgängers[image: External link] of the inhabitants in the Arrowverse (or Earth-1).[207] In the episode "Welcome to Earth-2[image: External link]" of The Flash, glimpses of the multiverse are seen, including an image of Supergirl star Melissa Benoist as Supergirl and an image of John Wesley Shipp[image: External link] as the Flash from the 1990 television series, implying that those two television series exist on alternate Earths to the Arrowverse;[208][209] Supergirl was confirmed as an alternate Earth with The Flash crossover episode "Worlds Finest",[210] and is designated as Earth-38.[156]
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Adventure Fiction






"Adventure story" redirects here. For the play, see Adventure Story (play)[image: External link].

Adventure fiction is fiction that usually presents danger, or gives the reader a sense of excitement.
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Critic Don D'Ammassa, in the Introduction to the Encyclopedia of Adventure Fiction defines the genre as follows:


.. An adventure is an event or series of events that happens outside the course of the protagonist's ordinary life, usually accompanied by danger, often by physical action. Adventure stories almost always move quickly, and the pace of the plot is at least as important as characterization, setting and other elements of a creative work.[1]



D'Ammassa argues that adventure stories make the element of danger the focus; hence he argues that Charles Dickens[image: External link]' novel A Tale of Two Cities[image: External link] is an adventure novel because the protagonists are in constant danger of being imprisoned or killed, whereas Dickens' Great Expectations[image: External link] is not because "Pip's encounter with the convict is an adventure, but that scene is only a device to advance the main plot, which is not truly an adventure."[1]

Adventure has been a common theme[image: External link] since the earliest days of written fiction. Indeed, the standard plot of Medieval romances[image: External link] was a series of adventures. Following a plot framework as old as Heliodorus[image: External link], and so durable as to be still alive in Hollywood movies[image: External link], a hero[image: External link] would undergo a first set of adventures before he met his lady. A separation would follow, with a second set of adventures leading to a final reunion.

Variations kept the genre alive. From the mid-19th century onwards, when mass literacy grew, adventure became a popular subgenre of fiction. Although not exploited to its fullest, adventure has seen many changes over the years - from being constrained to stories of knights in armor to stories of high-tech espionages.

Examples of that period include Sir Walter Scott[image: External link], Alexandre Dumas, père[image: External link],[2] Jules Verne[image: External link], Brontë Sisters[image: External link], H. Rider Haggard[image: External link], Victor Hugo[image: External link],[3] Emilio Salgari[image: External link], Louis Henri Boussenard[image: External link], Thomas Mayne Reid[image: External link], Sax Rohmer[image: External link], Edgar Wallace[image: External link], and Robert Louis Stevenson[image: External link].

Adventure novels[image: External link] and short stories[image: External link] were popular subjects for American pulp magazines[image: External link], which dominated American popular fiction between the Progressive Era[image: External link] and the 1950s.[4] Several pulp magazines such as Adventure[image: External link], Argosy[image: External link], Blue Book[image: External link], Top-Notch[image: External link], and Short Stories[image: External link] specialized in this genre. Notable pulp adventure writers included Edgar Rice Burroughs[image: External link], Talbot Mundy[image: External link], Theodore Roscoe[image: External link], Johnston McCulley[image: External link], Arthur O. Friel[image: External link], Harold Lamb[image: External link], Carl Jacobi[image: External link], George F. Worts,[4] Georges Surdez[image: External link], H. Bedford-Jones[image: External link], and J. Allan Dunn[image: External link].[5]

Adventure fiction often overlaps with other genres, notably war novels[image: External link], crime novels[image: External link], sea stories[image: External link], Robinsonades[image: External link], spy stories[image: External link] (as in the works of John Buchan[image: External link], Eric Ambler[image: External link] and Ian Fleming[image: External link]), science fiction, fantasy[image: External link], (Robert E. Howard[image: External link] and J.R.R. Tolkien[image: External link] both combined the secondary world[image: External link] story with the adventure novel)[6] and Westerns[image: External link]. Not all books within these genres are adventures. Adventure fiction takes the setting and premise of these other genres, but the fast-paced plot of an adventure focuses on the actions of the hero within the setting.[according to whom?[image: External link]] With a few notable exceptions (such as Baroness Orczy[image: External link], Leigh Brackett[image: External link] and Marion Zimmer Bradley[image: External link])[7] adventure fiction as a genre has been largely dominated by male writers, though female writers are now becoming common.
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Adventure stories written specifically for children began in the 19th century. Early examples include Johann David Wyss[image: External link]' The Swiss Family Robinson[image: External link] (1812), Frederick Marryat's[image: External link] The Children of the New Forest[image: External link] (1847), and Harriet Martineau's[image: External link] The Peasant and the Prince (1856).[8] The Victorian era saw the development of the genre, with W.H.G. Kingston[image: External link], R. M. Ballantyne[image: External link], and G. A. Henty[image: External link] specializing in the production of adventure fiction for boys.[9] This inspired writers who normally catered to adult audiences to essay such works, such as Robert Louis Stevenson[image: External link] writing Treasure Island[image: External link] for a child readership.[9] In the years after the First World War, writers such as Arthur Ransome[image: External link] developed the adventure genre by setting the adventure in Britain rather than distant countries, while Geoffrey Trease[image: External link], Rosemary Sutcliff[image: External link][10] and Esther Forbes[image: External link] brought a new sophistication to the historical adventure novel.[9] Modern writers such as Mildred D. Taylor[image: External link] (Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry[image: External link]) and Philip Pullman[image: External link] (the Sally Lockhart[image: External link] novels) have continued the tradition of the historical adventure.[9] The modern children's adventure novel sometimes deals with controversial issues like terrorism[image: External link] (Robert Cormier[image: External link], After the First Death[image: External link], (1979)) [9] and warfare in the Third World[image: External link] (Peter Dickinson[image: External link], AK, (1990)).[9]
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Showrunner






In the parlance of the Hollywood television industry, a showrunner is a television series' leading executive producer[image: External link].[1]

A showrunner's duties often combine those traditionally assigned to the head writer[image: External link], executive producer[image: External link], and script editor[image: External link]. In films, directors typically have creative control of a production — but in television, the showrunner outranks the director[image: External link].[2] The showrunner is at the opposite end of the staff hierarchy from runners[image: External link], who are the most junior members of a production team, though showrunners are sometimes (often humorously) called runners for short.
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Traditionally, the executive producer of a television program was the chief executive, responsible for the show's creative direction and production. Over time, the title of executive producer was applied to a wider range of roles — from someone who arranges financing to someone who holds the title as an honorific[image: External link] with no management duties. The term showrunner was created to identify the producer who held ultimate management and creative authority for the program. The blog and book Crafty Screenwriting defines a showrunner as "the person responsible for all creative aspects of the show and responsible only to the network (and production company, if it's not [their] production company). The boss. Usually a writer."[3]

Los Angeles Times[image: External link] columnist Scott Collins describes showrunners as:[4]


"Hyphenates", a curious hybrid of starry-eyed artists and tough-as-nails operational managers[image: External link]. They're not just writers; they're not just producers. They hire and fire writers and crew members, develop story lines[image: External link], write scripts, cast actors, mind budgets and run interference with studio and network bosses. It's one of the most unusual and demanding, right-brain/left-brain[image: External link] job descriptions in the entertainment world....[S]howrunners make – and often create – the show and now more than ever, shows are the only things that matter. In the "long tail[image: External link]" entertainment economy, viewers don't watch networks. They don't even care about networks. They watch shows. And they don't care how they get them.[5]



An interview with Shane Brennan[image: External link], the showrunner for NCIS[image: External link] and NCIS: Los Angeles[image: External link], states that:


... the moniker was created to identify the producer who actually held ultimate management and creative authority for the program, given the way the honorific "executive producer" was applied to a wider range of roles. There's also the fact that anyone with any power wanted a producer's credit, including the leading actors, who often did no more than say the writers' lines. "It had got to the stage where it was incredibly confusing; there were so many production credits no one knew who was responsible."[6]



Typically, the showrunner is the creator or co-creator of the series, but this is not always the case. In long-running shows, often the creator of the show moves on, and day-to-day responsibilities of showrunning fall to other writers or writing teams. Law & Order[image: External link], ER[image: External link], The Simpsons[image: External link], The West Wing[image: External link], Star Trek: The Next Generation[image: External link], NYPD Blue[image: External link], and Supernatural are all examples of long-running shows that went through multiple showrunners.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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In 2007 The Writers Guild of Canada[image: External link], the union representing screenwriters in Canada, established the Showrunner Award at the annual Canadian Screenwriting Awards[image: External link]. The first Showrunner Award was presented to Brad Wright[image: External link], Executive Producer of Stargate Atlantis[image: External link], and Stargate SG-1[image: External link], in April 2007.[7]
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The concept of a showrunner, specifically interpreted as a writer or presenter with overall responsibility for a television production, began to spread to the British television industry[image: External link] in the first decade of the 21st century.[8]

The first British comedy series to use the term was My Family[image: External link] (2000-11), which had several showrunners in succession. Initially, the show was overseen by creator Fred Barron from series 1–4. Ian Brown and James Hendrie took over for series 5, followed by American writer Tom Leopold[image: External link] for series 6. Former Cheers[image: External link] showrunner Tom Anderson was in charge from series 7 to the final series, series 11.[9]

The first writer given the role of showrunner on a British primetime drama was Tony McHale[image: External link], creator of Holby City[image: External link], in 2005,[10] although Jed Mercurio[image: External link] fulfilled a similar role on the less conspicuous medical drama Bodies[image: External link] (2004–2006).[11] However, it was Russell T Davies[image: External link]' work on the 2005 revival of Doctor Who[image: External link] that brought the term to prominence in British television[image: External link] (to the extent that in 2009 a writer for The Guardian wrote that "Over here, the concept of 'showrunner' has only made it as far as Doctor Who").[12]

Davies explained to Mark Lawson[image: External link] that he felt the role of the showrunner was to establish and maintain a consistent tone in a drama.[13] Doctor Who remains the most prominent example of a British television programme with a showrunner, with Steven Moffat[image: External link] having taken over the post from Davies.[14][15] However, the term has also been used in reference to other writer-producers, such as Tony Jordan[image: External link] on Moving Wallpaper[image: External link] and Echo Beach[image: External link], Ann McManus on Waterloo Road[image: External link], Adrian Hodges[image: External link] on Primeval[image: External link][16] and Jed Mercurio[image: External link] on Bodies[image: External link],[11] Line of Duty[image: External link],[17] and Critical[image: External link].[11]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Television program creators[image: External link]
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Arrow (TV series)






Not to be confused with the television series Arrows (TV series)[image: External link] or The Arrow[image: External link]. For other uses of "Arrow", see Arrow (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Arrow is an American action[image: External link] crime[image: External link] television series developed by writer/producers Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim, and Andrew Kreisberg. It is based on the DC Comics character Green Arrow[image: External link], a costumed crime-fighter created by Mort Weisinger[image: External link] and George Papp[image: External link]. It premiered in North America on The CW on October 10, 2012, with international broadcasting taking place in late 2012. Primarily filmed in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, the series follows billionaire playboy Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell), who, five years after being stranded on a hostile island, returns home to fight crime and corruption as a secret vigilante whose weapon of choice is a bow and arrow.

The series takes a new look at the Green Arrow character, as well as other characters from the DC Comics universe. Although Oliver Queen/Green Arrow had been featured in the television series Smallville from 2006 to 2011, on the CW, the producers decided to start clean and find a new actor to portray the character. Arrow focuses on the humanity of Oliver Queen, and how he was changed by time spent shipwrecked on an island. Most episodes in the first five seasons have flashback scenes to the five years in which Oliver was missing.[1]

Arrow has received generally positive reviews from critics. The series averaged about 3.68 million viewers over the course of the first season and received several awards and multiple nominations. To promote it, a preview comic book was released before the television series began, while webisodes[image: External link] featuring a product tie-in with Bose[image: External link] were developed for the second season. The first four seasons are available on DVD and Blu-ray in regions 1, 2 and 4[image: External link]; a soundtrack was also released for the first two seasons. In October 2014, a spin-off[image: External link] series set in the same universe, titled The Flash, premiered.[2] In August 2015, an animated spin-off, Vixen, was released, while a second live-action spin-off, Legends of Tomorrow, premiered in January 2016, featuring a number of characters from Arrow and The Flash. On January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the show for a sixth season,[3] which is scheduled to debut on October 12, 2017.[4]
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Main article: List of Arrow episodes




	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Average viewers

(in millions)



	
	1[image: External link]
	23
	October 10, 2012
	May 15, 2013
	130
	3.68[5]



	
	2[image: External link]
	23
	October 9, 2013
	May 14, 2014
	128
	3.28[6]



	
	3[image: External link]
	23
	October 8, 2014
	May 13, 2015
	135
	3.52[7]



	
	4[image: External link]
	23
	October 7, 2015
	May 25, 2016
	145
	2.90[8]



	
	5[image: External link]
	23
	October 5, 2016
	May 24, 2017
	147
	2.21[9]




The series follows Oliver Queen (Stephen Amell), billionaire playboy of Starling City, who is discovered on the mysterious island of Lian Yu five years after he and his father were shipwrecked. Upon his return to Starling City, he is reunited with his mother, Moira Queen[image: External link] (Susanna Thompson[image: External link]), his sister, Thea Queen[image: External link] (Willa Holland[image: External link]), and his friend, Tommy Merlyn[image: External link] (Colin Donnell[image: External link]). The first season focuses on Oliver rekindling his relationships and spending his nights hunting down and sometimes killing wealthy criminals as a hooded vigilante, following a list of names he discovered in a notebook belonging to his father. He uncovers Malcolm Merlyn's[image: External link] (John Barrowman[image: External link]) conspiracy to destroy "The Glades", a poorer section of the city that has become overridden with crime. John Diggle[image: External link] (David Ramsey[image: External link]) and Felicity Smoak[image: External link] (Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link]) assist Oliver in his crusade. Oliver also reconnects with ex-girlfriend, Laurel Lance[image: External link] (Katie Cassidy[image: External link]), who is still angry over his role in her sister's presumed death. The first season features flashbacks to Oliver's time on the island, and how it changed him; flashbacks in subsequent seasons continue to show how Oliver spent his time and gains the skill-set that shapes him into the vigilante he is.[10]

In season two, Oliver has vowed to stop crime without killing criminals. His family and allies come under attack from Slade Wilson (Manu Bennett[image: External link]), a man from Oliver's time on the island who returns to destroy everything important to Oliver. Oliver accepts aspiring vigilante Roy Harper[image: External link] (Colton Haynes[image: External link]) as his protégé, and begins to receive assistance from Laurel's father, Detective Quentin Lance[image: External link] (Paul Blackthorne[image: External link]). Oliver also gains another ally; a mysterious woman in black, who is eventually revealed to be Laurel's sister, Sara Lance (Caity Lotz), who like Oliver survived her ordeal at sea after the yacht sank years ago. Flashbacks depict Oliver's continued time on the island with Slade, Sara, and the archer Shado[image: External link] (Celina Jade[image: External link]), as well as the origins of his feud with Slade.

In season three, Arrow has become a public hero in Starling City following Slade Wilson's defeat. Queen Consolidated is sold to wealthy businessman, scientist and aspiring hero Ray Palmer (Brandon Routh). Oliver struggles to bring his family back together, an old enemy returns, and Oliver becomes embroiled in a conflict with Ra's al Ghul (Matthew Nable[image: External link]). After a tragic event and a rocky start, Laurel sets out to follow in Sara's footsteps as the Black Canary. Diggle struggles with his new role as a family man, as Oliver no longer wants John in the field after the birth of his child. Meanwhile, Felicity starts a new career as Vice President of Palmer Technologies (formerly Queen Consolidated). In flashbacks, Oliver is forced to work for A.R.G.U.S.[image: External link] leader Amanda Waller[image: External link] (Cynthia Addai-Robinson[image: External link]) in Hong Kong; he and Tatsu Yamashiro[image: External link] (Rila Fukushima[image: External link]) work together to stop corrupt general Matthew Shrieve[image: External link] (Marc Singer[image: External link]) from unleashing a deadly pathogen, which Ra's al Ghul eventually acquires in the present.

In season four, Oliver becomes "Green Arrow[image: External link]". He and his allies fight against the terrorist organization H.I.V.E.[image: External link], headed by the mystically enhanced Damien Darhk (Neal McDonough[image: External link]), who is attacking Star City (formerly Starling City). Over the season, John Diggle discovers that his brother Andy (Eugene Byrd[image: External link]) is alive and a H.I.V.E. soldier; Thea works alongside Oliver under the alias "Speedy", but struggles to control her violent temper; and learning of the existence of the mystical Lazarus Pit, Laurel hatches a plan to resurrect her sister Sara. Oliver's life as Green Arrow and his relationship with Felicity are complicated by both his mayoral run and the revelation that he is father to a nine-year-old son. Oliver ultimately discovers that Damien plans on detonating nuclear weapons and ruling a new world over the Earth's ashes. In flashbacks, Oliver returns to Lian Yu to infiltrate the organization Shadowspire[image: External link] on behalf of Waller, and has his first encounter with the mystical idol used by Darhk in the present-day narrative.

In season five, Oliver trains up young heroes Wild Dog[image: External link] (Rick Gonzalez[image: External link]), Mister Terrific[image: External link] (Echo Kellum[image: External link]), Artemis[image: External link] (Madison McLaughlin), and Ragman[image: External link] (Joe Dinicol[image: External link]) to join him in his war on crime following Laurel's death and Thea's resignation. He subsequently recruits a new Black Canary as well: metahuman vigilante and former police detective Dinah Drake (Juliana Harkavy[image: External link]). Supported by new allies, Oliver tries to balance vigilantism with his new role as mayor. He is also threatened by the mysterious and deadly villain Prometheus[image: External link] (Josh Segarra[image: External link]), who has a connection to Oliver's past. In flashbacks, Oliver joins the Bratva[image: External link] in Russia as part of an plot to assassinate Konstantin Kovar (Dolph Lundgren[image: External link]). There, he meets and is trained by one of Ra's al Ghul's daughters, Talia al Ghul[image: External link] (Lexa Doig[image: External link]), as a hooded archer, before eventually returning to Lian Yu.
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 Cast and characters




Main articles: List of Arrow characters and List of Arrowverse cast members



	
Stephen Amell portrays Oliver Queen / The Arrow / Green Arrow, a billionaire playboy turned hooded vigilante-hero who is initially known as the "Hood", "Vigilante", and simply "Arrow". He is based on the DC Comics character Green Arrow. He survives on an isolated island for five years after the sinking of his father's yacht. Oliver returns to his home city with a mission—to right the wrongs of his father and save the city from the crime that has grown in his absence. Amell was one of the first actors to audition for the role, and Kreisberg felt that he "hit the target from the outset" and "everyone else just paled in comparison".[1] The actor, who was already in shape from Rent-a-Goalie[image: External link], did physical fitness training at Tempest Freerunning Academy in Reseda, California. Amell received archery training as well, which included watching a video on how archery has been displayed inaccurately or poorly in television and film before learning the basics of shooting a bow.[1][11] For Amell, the appeal of portraying Queen was that he saw multiple roles tied to the same character: "There's Queen the casual playboy; Queen the wounded hero; Queen the brooding Hamlet; Queen the lover; Queen the man of action, and so on".[1]


	
Katie Cassidy[image: External link] portrays Dinah Laurel Lance / Black Canary[image: External link] / Black Siren[image: External link], based on the DC Comics character of the same name,[12][13] an attorney turned vigilante and former girlfriend of Oliver Queen. Like Oliver, Laurel fights for the people of Starling City. In the first season, she works for a non-profit legal office that helps people in need. In the second season, she became assistant district attorney, but in the second half of the third season, she became a vigilante taking her late sister's place as Black Canary. Cassidy said she was drawn to the show by Berlanti, Nutter, Kreisberg, and Guggenheim, whom she called smart, creative, and edgy.[14] Cassidy sees her character as a "caregiver" to her family, which led her to become an attorney. She said, "I think that she's very, very driven, and she has a huge heart [...] she's sensitive. She has really strong morals and values, and she expects everybody to live up to them the way that she does".[15] She dies near the end of the fourth season, leaving Oliver to blame himself. Oliver reveals her identity to the people of Star City to honor her memory. Cassidy makes subsesquent guest appearances in flashbacks, a dream sequence, and as Black Siren, her doppelganger from the parallel world of Earth-2[image: External link], first introduced on The Flash. Cassidy was promoted back to series regular for the sixth season and will appear as the Earth-2 version of the character.[16][17]


	
Colin Donnell[image: External link] portrays Tommy Merlyn, Oliver's best friend,[18] who eventually learns of Oliver's secret life as a vigilante. Like Oliver, Tommy has romantic feelings for Laurel. His father is Malcolm Merlyn[image: External link]. Tommy dies saving Laurel at the end of the first season's finale, leaving Oliver and Laurel to cope with his loss.

	
David Ramsey[image: External link] portrays John Diggle / Spartan[image: External link],[19] Oliver's partner, confidant, and bodyguard, who becomes a vigilante superhero with armor and hi-tech gear.[20] Diggle is ex-military, and works to have Oliver channel his abilities into helping others in the city, and not just taking down the wealthy, corrupt businessmen that worked with Oliver's father. Named after comic book writer Andy Diggle, and created specifically for the show, Diggle was designed to be Oliver's "equal in many respects". Guggenheim further explained that Diggle's mutual abilities are a means of setting him up early in the series as a confidant for Oliver's vigilante persona.[21]


	
Willa Holland[image: External link] portrays Thea Queen / Speedy, Oliver's younger sister; based on a DC Comics character with similar traits.[22] Thea develops a drug habit early in season one, but gets clean after criminal charges are brought against her for driving while under the influence. In season two, she learns that Malcolm Merlyn is her biological father, and begins training with him at the start of season three. In the third season, Thea learns Oliver's secret and eventually joins his team. In the fourth season, Thea uses Oliver's nickname for her, Speedy, as her hero identity, which is based on the DC Comics character Mia Dearden[image: External link].[23] In season 5, Thea becomes Oliver's chief of staff as in the Star City mayor's office.[24]


	
Susanna Thompson[image: External link] portrays Moira Queen, Oliver and Thea's mother.[25] Moira is revealed to also be part of the secret organization her late husband was involved with, which is making plans to bring down the city as a means of rebuilding it in the image of the organization's leader. She is murdered at the end of season two.

	
Paul Blackthorne[image: External link] portrays Detective Quentin Lance, Laurel and Sara's father, and Starling City police detective.[26] The character is based on the DC Comics character, Larry Lance[image: External link], who was also a detective, and husband to Dinah Drake Lance and father to Dinah Laurel Lance. Detective Lance blames Oliver for the presumed death of his daughter, Sara, as she was with him on his family yacht when it sank. In season one, Lance is also out to capture the vigilante, who he sees as a menace to the city for the vigilante's willingness to break the law and kill in the pursuit of stopping crime. In season 2, Lance is demoted to beat cop and is now more accepting of the vigilante's actions to the point of teaming up with him when needed. In season 3, Lance is promoted to police captain but can no longer be active in the field due to his heart condition.

	
Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link] portrays Felicity Smoak / Overwatch,[27][28] the IT technician at Queen Consolidated who has become part of Oliver's vigilante team. Like Diggle, Felicity also serves as Oliver's friend and confidante. Rickards was promoted to a series regular for season two, after being a recurring character throughout season one. In the third season, she and Oliver admit their attraction to each other, but he feels they can not be together for her safety. By the fourth season, they are in a relationship, and become engaged, but later break up due to Oliver's pattern of lying to her.[29]


	
Colton Haynes[image: External link] portrays Roy Harper / Arsenal[image: External link], a character based on the DC Comics character of the same name.[30] Initially a petty thief, Roy was befriended by Thea, and subsequently dated her for a period of time. Roy is fascinated by the hooded vigilante, and eventually becomes his protégé. Haynes was moved to series regular status at the beginning of season two, following his recurring appearance in the first season.[31] Haynes left the series at the end of season three after his contract ended, and later appears in the fourth season as a guest star.[32] He later attributed his departure from the series to his mental and physical health at that time.[33]


	
Manu Bennett[image: External link] portrays Slade Wilson / Deathstroke, an assassin and terrorist who serves as the archenemy of Oliver Queen. He is based on the DC Comics character of the same name.[34] Slade is an ASIS[image: External link] agent who teamed up with Oliver during his time on the island. In season two, Slade arrives in Starling City to kill Oliver and his family to avenge events that occurred on the island. Bennett was initially cast as a recurring character for season one,[34] before receiving series regular status during season two.[35]


	
John Barrowman[image: External link] portrays Malcolm Merlyn / Dark Archer[image: External link],[36] a wealthy businessman who is the father of Tommy Merlyn and Thea Queen. Fueled by his sorrow and anger at the murder of his wife, Rebecca during a mugging in the crime-infested area of Starling City called "the Glades", Malcolm left his then eight-year-old son Tommy, and departed Starling City to "forge his pain and anger into something more". For two years, he was trained in Nanda Parbat by Al-Owal of the League of Assassins. Merlyn took the name "The Magician" ( Arabic[image: External link]: الساحر Al Sa-Her). He was the first person to receive permission from Ra's al Ghul to leave the organization, on the condition that he obey the League's codes. Upon returning to Starling City, Malcolm forms an organization called the Tempest and plots to completely destroy the Glades. Events eventually lead to Merlyn leading the League of Assassins and taking on the mantel of "Ra's al Ghul". Malcolm sabotaged Oliver's family yacht, and is thus responsible for Robert Queen's death and indirectly the creation of Oliver's and Sara Lance's vigilante alter egos. Malcolm is apparently killed by Oliver in the first season finale, but his plan to destroy the Glades still succeeds.[37] He is based on the DC Comics character Merlyn. After being a recurring guest star for the first two seasons, Barrowman became a series regular in season three.[38]


	
Echo Kellum[image: External link] portrays Curtis Holt / Mister Terrific, based on the DC Comics character Michael Holt / Mister Terrific[image: External link]. Holt is a technological savant, inventor and medal-winning Olympic decathlete, who works with Felicity at Palmer Technologies.[39] He helps her rescue Ray Palmer from Damien Darhk. Kellum was upgraded to series regular in the fifth season.[40]


	
Josh Segarra[image: External link] portrays Adrian Chase / Prometheus, based on the DC Comics characters Adrian Chase[image: External link] and Prometheus[image: External link]. Chase is the new Star City district attorney who helps Oliver Queen as mayor clean up the streets through the legal system.[41] As Prometheus, he is a ruthless hooded archer who kills, and has a grudge against the Green Arrow and is aware of his identity.[42] It is later revealed that Chase's given name is Simon Morrison.
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 Production
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 Development




On January 12, 2012, The CW was preparing a new series centered around the character Green Arrow, developed by Andrew Kreisberg, Greg Berlanti and Marc Guggenheim.[43] A week later, the series, now known as Arrow, was ordered to pilot[image: External link], which was directed by David Nutter[image: External link], who also directed the pilot[image: External link] for Smallville, a series following Clark Kent[image: External link] on his journey to become Superman[image: External link].[44] At the end of the month, Stephen Amell was cast in the titular role of Oliver Queen.[45] When developing the series, producer Marc Guggenheim expressed that the creative team wanted to "chart [their] own course, [their] own destiny", and avoid any direct connections to Smallville, which featured its own Green Arrow/Oliver Queen (Justin Hartley[image: External link]), opting to cast a new actor in the role of Oliver Queen.[1] Unlike Smallville, the series does not initially feature super-powered heroes and villains. Instead, the team took inspiration from Smallville, as one of the main themes of Arrow was to "look at the humanity" of Oliver Queen, as Smallville had done with Clark Kent. The decision not to include superpowers was, in part, based on the executives' desire to take a realistic look at the characters in this universe.[46] Production on the pilot began in March 2012 in Vancouver,[47] which would continue to act as the primary filming location for the series.[1] The series' skyline shots use a combination of footage from Frankfurt[image: External link], Germany, Center City, Philadelphia[image: External link], Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland, Back Bay, Boston[image: External link], and Tokyo[image: External link], Japan.[48] The series was given a full season pick up on October 22, 2012.[49]

Arrow features two storylines: one in the present, and the other, shown in flashback, during Oliver's time on the island five years before his rescue. These flashbacks are used to illustrate how Oliver transformed into the man that returns to Starling City.[46] Filming for the island flashbacks takes place in Vancouver's Whytecliff Park area, near beachfront homes. Much planning is required to keep the buildings out of camera frame.[50] Guggenheim said, "Stephen [Amell] has to wear a wig, and his look has to be changed... there's a lot. It's actually incredibly ambitious to do these flashbacks every week, every single episode. Because like Andrew [Kreisberg] said, it's almost like it's its own show."[50] Regarding the flashbacks after the fifth season, Guggenheim and Mericle stated that the series would explore flashbacks from other character's perspectives, such as Curtis Holt, along with the possibility of flashfowards. Guggenheim said, "We still want to make [flashbacks] part of our storytelling, because we do like them. We like when those non-island flashbacks sort of illuminate what's going on in the present day. That'll always be a part of the show and a part of the show's storytelling structure. It just won't be telling a serialized story."[51]

The series develops relationship triangles: some love triangles, others designed to catch characters in "philosophical debates".[52] Kreisberg provides one such example: "Every week, Oliver will be facing a bad guy, but the truth is, his real nemesis is Detective Lance, who's trying to bring him into justice.[...] His daughter is going to be caught in the middle, because she loves and respects her father, and she's always believed in what he believed, but at the same time, she's going to see this dark urban legend out there that's actually doing a lot of good; the kind of good that she wants to be doing in her role as a legal aid attorney."[52] Learning from previous experiences working in television, the producers worked early on identifying the major story arcs for the series, specifically the first season, including "mapping out" how to accomplish them. Taking inspiration from Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s Batman film series[image: External link], the creative team decided to "put it all out there" and "not hold back" from episode to episode.[52]

The team strives to include various DC Comics characters and aspects of the DC universe. Guggenheim cited Big Belly Burger[image: External link], a restaurant franchise introduced in the Superman comics, which appears in Arrow's third episode and onward. Kreisberg said, "There are so many characters in the DC Universe who haven't gotten their due in TV and film. We're so excited to reach into [the DC comics] roster and take some of these lesser-known characters that are beloved by fans, and do our spin on the characters."[50]

Ahead of the 100th episode, Guggenheim talked about the commitment to quality the series strived for, stating, "We never skimped on the writing, the production or in the post-process going, 'This is going to be one of those stinkers, we might as well cut our losses and move on.' We worked as hard as we possibly can on the scripts. If episodes have come in bad, we reshoot... Even in season 5, we have no problems with doing reshoots, or pickups, or anything we need to do to make each episode as successful as it can possibly be." He also noted his biggest regret in the series was "I wish we had allowed the Oliver-Felicity storyline in season 4 to unfold at a more natural pace. We had set these tentpoles at the beginning of the season, and we were a bit too rigorous on how we hit them. That was a case where the planning overtook the storytelling. We didn't do things as naturally and as elegantly as we should have."[53]
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 Costume design




The realistic approach to the series included the costume design for Oliver's vigilante persona, created by Colleen Atwood[image: External link].[54] According to Amell, it was important for the suit to be functional, and the best way that he knew for that was if he could put the costume on by himself: "If I can put it on by myself, I think that people will buy it. And that was our idea. That's our world."[46]

In the second half of season two, Oliver replaces his "paint" mask with a domino mask[image: External link], similar to one worn by the character in the comics. The change is addressed on-screen, with Kreisberg saying, "He doesn't just put on a mask. It's actually a big plot point in an episode, and there really is a story behind, not only the need for the mask but also who provides him with it."[55] On adding the mask now, Kreisberg stated that, "Conceptually, it was something we wanted to do because Oliver himself is evolving as the Arrow—from vigilante to hero, sort of from Arrow to Green Arrow—and we wanted to see that progression in his costume as well. As Oliver is embracing being a hero, being a hero means stepping out of the dark and being more of a symbol, so he has to take steps to conceal his identity more."[55] He added that it will "allow the Arrow to interact with people who don't know his identity in a much more organic way than having him constantly keep his head down."[55]

Costume designer Maya Mani put together roughly 50 mask options for the producers. Kreisberg said, "What's so wonderful about the design that Maya came up with is that it really is very simple, and it feels as if it's been part of his costume since the beginning...once we finally had this mask and put it on Stephen [Amell], even Stephen was like, 'This is the right one.'"[55] In the episode "Three Ghosts", Oliver receives the mask from Barry Allen, who is able to create a mask that will help conceal his identity, while still being functional and allowing Oliver to see clearly.[56]
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 Music




To compose the score for Arrow, executive producer Greg Berlanti invited Blake Neely, with whom he had first worked on Everwood. Neely created a score that combined electronic and orchestral cues, varying between action themes and romantic ones.[57] Berlanti told Neely the series would be dark, and the music should be as well. After reading the pilot script, Neely went away to start composing on his own.[58] According to Neely, "Of course, Oliver has his main theme but also sub-themes for the many layers of his character. He and Laurel have a love theme. Mom had a theme for the Undertaking. The bad guys all have themes, which makes it sad for me when one of them dies. So I try not to become attached to bad guy themes. Diggle has a theme. Even the Island itself has a theme."[57] A soundtrack for season one was released on September 17, 2013 by WaterTower Music[image: External link].[59][60] Two versions of a soundtrack for season two were released on September 16, 2014 by WaterTower Music and La La Land Records[image: External link]; the compact disc release includes two exclusive tracks not available on the digital release.[61][62] On December 18, 2014, WaterTower Music and La La Records released a selection of music from The Flash / Arrow crossover episodes, as well as two bonus tracks from their respective 2014 midseason finales.[63] The Season 3 soundtrack was released in December 2015, consisting of 2 discs for the first time (previous albums consisted on one CD).[64]
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 Broadcast




Arrow premiered on The CW network from October 10, 2012, during the 2012–13 television season[image: External link].[65][66] In Canada, the show is broadcast simultaneously[image: External link] on the same day as the United States.[67] The show premiered outside North America throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland[image: External link],[68] on October 22, 2012.[69] In Australia, the series premiered on May 1, 2013,[70] on the Nine Network[image: External link], before moving to Foxtel[image: External link] for the fourth season.[71]
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 Reception
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 Critical response




Season one received favorable reviews, with a Metacritic score of 73 out of 100, based on reviews from 25 critics, making it the highest rated CW show in five years.[72][73] Review aggregation website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] calculated an approval rating of 86%, based on 35 reviews, for the first season. The site's consensus reads: "The CW nails the target with Arrow, a comic book-inspired series that benefits from cinematic action sequences, strong plotting, and intriguing characters."[74]

Mary McNamara of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] called the series an interesting setup with a quality look, describing Amell as "a poster boy (no doubt literally) for the Katniss Everdeen[image: External link] set."[75] Brian Lowry at Variety described the series as a "handsome but stiff surrogate for Batman[image: External link] that could benefit from sharper execution."[76] In reviewing the final episode of season one, Alasdair Wilkins of The A.V. Club[image: External link] gave the season as a whole a rating of B+, noting that the show "hasn't quite figured everything out yet, but it's had some standout episodes."[77]

Jeff Jensen[image: External link] of Entertainment Weekly gave the first half of season two a rating of B+, saying, "Arrow possesses an intelligence that shines through its TV-budget production values, which aren't too shabby. The writing is adult and witty, the action is exciting, and Amell holds the center with well-cultivated ease."[78] The A.V. Club's Carrie Raisler gave the first half of season two a rating of A-. She said, "Arrow [has] officially established itself as one of the most satisfying shows on television. The most satisfying thing of all is that it did so by respecting its characters... [Arrow respects] the character's comic-book roots in its overarching plotlines, all while using the network-appropriate soap-opera stories to do the heavy character lifting."[79] Season two received critical acclaim from critics and fans alike, for the action sequences, storytelling, performances of the cast, drama, and the portrayal of Slade Wilson.[80]

Despite a strong critical start for the season three premiere,[81] the second half of season three has met with criticism, particularly for its preoccupation with romance, leading to accusations of the show "devolving into a CW fever dream" and "turning Star City into Dawson's Creek[image: External link]"[82] and becoming a 'soap opera'.[83] After the conclusion of Oliver Queen and Felicity Smoak's longterm romance, the flashback sequences were characterized sporadic and "superfluous", with Ra's al Ghul described as a "shallow" and "underutilized" villain "absent of clear antagonism",[84] although Matt Nable was generally praised for his portrayal of the character. Furthermore, while parallels to Batman[image: External link] had always existed in the show, the use of such a major character from Batman's rogues gallery and the essential application of the "Daughter of the Demon" and several other Batman and Ra's al Ghul storylines applied to Oliver Queen came under particular fire from viewers, who accused the show of "ripping off" Batman.[85] The season finale was described as "dull", "lacking scope", and "underwhelming" by IGN's Jesse Schedeen in light of the "high standard" the show had previously established for its finales. He cemented the mixed reception of season three as being "haphazardly paced" and "struggling to develop a clear sense of direction".[86]

The fourth season received mixed reviews. The season earned a strong critical start, with praise given to the action scenes and Neal McDonough's performance as Damien Darhk. However, the second half of the season received increasingly negative reviews for its mundane flashbacks, lack of narrative focus, and formulaic season finale.[87] Ryan Fleming, of Deadbeatspanel.com noted that Arrow was "honoring the comics, but it isn't beholden to them. Characters... have been introduced, but they aren't exact replicas of their comic counterparts. Instead, the characters tend to be loosely connected."[88] Lesley Goldberg of The Hollywood Reporter noted the presence of the character Thea "Speedy" Queen as one of the larger departures from the comics in the series, as well as the character's early willingness to kill.[89] Comic Book Resources[image: External link]'s Kevin Melrose has also noted the series tendency to have loose connections to the source material.[90]

The fifth season has received critical acclaim from fans and critics alike, giving praise for the performances of Stephen Amell and Josh Segerra, action sequences, storytelling, season finale, and overall improvements from Seasons 3 and 4. IGN gave Season 5 a score of 8.7 out of 10, stating that the it "managed to overcome them and recapture a lot of what made the show so memorable in its first two seasons".[91]
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 Ratings






	Season
	Timeslot (ET)
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	TV season
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(millions)
	18–49 rating

(average)



	Date
	Viewers

(millions)
	Date
	Viewers

(millions)



	1
	Wednesday 8:00 pm
	23
	October 10, 2012
	4.14[92]
	May 15, 2013
	2.77[93]
	2012–13[image: External link]
	130
	3.68[94]
	1.2[95]



	2
	23
	October 9, 2013
	2.74[96]
	May 14, 2014
	2.37[97]
	2013–14[image: External link]
	128
	3.28[98]
	TBD



	3[image: External link]
	23
	October 8, 2014
	2.83[99]
	May 13, 2015
	2.83[100]
	2014–15[image: External link]
	135
	3.52
	1.3[101]



	4[image: External link]
	23
	October 7, 2015
	2.67[102]
	May 25, 2016
	2.19[103]
	2015–16
	145
	2.90
	1.1[104]



	5[image: External link]
	23
	October 5, 2016
	1.87[105]
	May 24, 2017
	1.72[106]
	2016–17
	TBD
	TBD
	TBD




Arrow's premiere episode drew 4.14 million viewers, making it The CW's most-watched telecast of any show on any night in three years, and The CW's most-watched series premiere since The Vampire Diaries in 2009. In its second episode, Arrow became the only new network drama in the 2012–13 season to hold its ratings in both adults 18–34 and adults 18–49 from its premiere to its second week.[49] In Australia, the premiere received 1.32 million viewers, making it the third most-watched broadcast on the network that night.[107] The UK broadcast was the highest-rated telecast of the week on Sky 1[image: External link], with 1.85 million viewers.[108] In Canada, the first episode got 1.32 million viewers, making it the fourth most-watched airing of the night and the twenty-third of the week.[109]
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 Accolades






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipients
	Outcome



	2012
	Satellite Awards[image: External link][110]
	Satellite Award for Best Television Series – Genre[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	IGN Awards[111]
	Best TV Hero
	Stephen Amell/Arrow
	Nominated



	2013
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][112]
	Favorite New TV Drama
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[113][114]
	Best Dramatic Series
	Joseph Patrick Finn, Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim, Andrew Kreisberg, Melissa Kellner Berman, Drew Greenberg, Jennifer Lence, Wendy Mericle, Carl Ogawa
	Nominated



	Cinematography
	Glen Winter ("Pilot")
	Won



	Gordon Verheul ("Lone Gunman")
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects
	Jean-Luc Dinsdale, Pauline Burns, Andrew Orloff, Dave Gauthier ("Burned")
	Won



	Best Production Design
	Richard Hudolin ("Pilot")
	Won



	Best Casting
	Coreen Mayrs, Heike Brandstatter ("An Innocent Man")
	Nominated



	Best Stunt Coordination
	J.J. Makaro ("Pilot")
	Won



	J.J. Makaro ("Vertigo")
	Nominated



	NewNowNext Awards[image: External link][115]
	Best New Indulgence
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Cause You're Hot
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][116]
	Best Youth-Oriented Series on Television
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][117]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Breakout Show[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actor: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Choice TV Breakout Star
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Katie Cassidy
	Nominated



	Canadian Society of Cinematography Awards[118]
	Cinematographer Awards for TV Drama Cinematography
	Glen Winter csc, Arrow ("Pilot")
	Won



	Broadcast Music, Inc.[image: External link][119]
	BMI Television Music Awards[image: External link]
	Blake Neely
	Won



	2014
	IGN Awards[120]
	Best TV Hero
	Stephen Amell/Arrow
	2nd Place



	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][121]
	Favorite Sci-Fi/Fantasy TV Actor
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Satellite Awards[image: External link][122]
	Satellite Award for Best Television Series – Genre[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][123]
	Best Youth-Oriented Series on Television
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[124]
	Program
	Greg Berlanti, Joseph P. Finn, Marc Guggenheim, Andrew Kreisberg, Wendy Mericle[125]
	Nominated



	Cinematography
	Gordon Verheul ("Sacrifice")
	Nominated



	Make-Up
	Danielle Fowler ("Keep Your Enemies Closer")
	Nominated



	Stunt Coordination
	J. J. Makaro ("The Scientist")
	Nominated



	Lead Performance – Male
	Stephen Amell ("Crucible")
	Nominated



	Lead Performance – Female
	Emily Bett Rickards ("Three Ghosts")
	Nominated



	Constellation Awards[image: External link][126]
	Best Male Performance in a 2013 Science Fiction Television Episode
	Stephen Amell ("The Odyssey")
	Nominated



	Best Science Fiction Television Series of 2013
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][127]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi[image: External link]
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Female Breakout Star[128]
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Young Hollywood Awards[image: External link][129]
	Super Superhero
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	2015
	Saturn Awards[image: External link][130]
	Best Superhero Adaption Television Series
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[131]



	Cinematography
	C. Kim Miles ("Blind Spot")
	Nominated



	Costume Design
	Maya Mani ("Suicide Squad")
	Nominated



	Lead Performance – Female
	Emily Bett Rickards ("Left Behind")
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link][132]
	Choice TV Show: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actor: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Choice TV Liplock
	Stephen Amell & Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Choice TV Villain
	Matt Nable
	Nominated



	PRISM Awards[133]
	Performance in a Drama Multi-Episode Storyline
	Katie Cassidy[image: External link]
	Won



	2016
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][134]
	Favorite Network TV Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][135]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Choice TV: Liplock
	Stephen Amell & Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	2017
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link][136]
	Favorite Network TV Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	Arrow
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards[image: External link][137]
	Best Superhero Adaptation Television Series
	Arrow
	Pending



	MTV Movie & TV Awards[image: External link][138]
	Best Hero
	Stephen Amell
	Nominated



	Leo Awards[139]
	Best Lead Performance by a Female in a Dramatic Series
	Emily Bett Rickards
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography in a Dramatic Series
	Shamus Whiting-Hewlett
	Nominated



	Best Stunt Coordination in a Dramatic Series
	Curtis Braconnier, Eli Zagoudakis
	Won
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 Other media




Arrow has generated other media and spinoffs, including digital comic books and Internet-based mini-episodes with characters from the series.
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 Digital comics




To promote the series, DC Comics produced a 10-page preview comic for the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con[image: External link], written by Kreisberg, illustrated by Omar Francia, and featuring a cover by artist Mike Grell[image: External link]. The comic was regarded by the production crew as sharing the same canon as the series, with Kreisberg commenting, "[For] anyone who grabs a copy: Hold onto it and as the series progresses, you'll appreciate it more and more."[140] It was later released free online.[141] On October 10, 2012, DC Comics debuted a weekly digital comic tie-in written by Kreisberg and Guggenheim and drawn by various artists, including Mike Grell, which remained in continuity with the television series.[142] The series lasted for 36 chapters, running until June 2013. These were collected, together with the initial preview comic, into Arrow: Volume 1, released in October 2013.[143][144] Titan Magazines[image: External link] published the comics in a physical format in the UK. The first issue was published on October 17, 2013 and contained the first four chapters of the series, with the complete series lasting 6 issues.[143][145]

A follow up to the original digital title, Arrow: Season 2.5, is written by Guggenheim and Keto Shimizu, one of the show's executive story editors and writers, with art by Joe Bennett[image: External link] and Jack Jadson. Arrow 2.5 is intended to tell one continuous story across two arcs, that fits within the television narrative. Guggenheim stated, "We've tried to put in all the elements that people like about the show... We're going to see what's happened to Detective Lance after he collapsed in the season [two] finale. A good chunk of the burning questions left over will get answered in the tie-in comic. Particularly towards the latter half of the series, we're going to start introducing characters [in the comic] who you'll see in Season 3... before they show up on TV."[146] On the comic's relationship to season three of the show, Guggenheim said, "Season three is designed to stand on its own feet without requiring anyone to do any outside reading. But what the comic book will give is a deeper appreciation for some of the moments [in the show] and a more complete narrative experience. If you want to go deeper into the story, that's what Season 2.5 is for." Shimizu added that the comic also allows the writers to "accomplish things on the page that are nearly impossible to do with our production schedule and our budget", including bigger action sequences, as well as visits to locations such as Kahndaq[image: External link] that cannot be recreated on the show. Additionally, the series has one to two pages each issue dedicated to the Suicide Squad, leading up to their own issue later in the run.[147] The character Caleb Green, who has ties to Robert Queen, will be created specifically for the comic.[148] Guggenheim said "The goal is to end Season 2.5 basically five minutes before Season 3 begins."[149] The comic launched digitally biweekly on September 1, 2014, with its first physical release featuring a collection of the digital releases releasing on October 8.[146] The series featured 24 digital issues, which comprised 12 physical issues.[148]

A third series, Arrow: The Dark Archer, is written by Barrowman with his sister Carole, and with an art team led by Daniel Sampere. The comic, initially set between season three and four of the show before flashing back, explores a younger Malcolm Merlyn and his past, with Corto Maltese and Nanda Parbat featured. Barrowman, who initially pitched the series to DC Comics as another with the ability to tell Merlyn's backstory, said he "had a backstory in my head for Malcolm from the beginning and a lot of it has made its way into our comic and onto the screen. I think it's always been my job to help the audience relate to Malcolm in some way despite his questionable morals and evil ways." Executive producers Guggenheim and Kreisberg helped the Barrowmans ensure the story would fit within the continuity of the series. The 12 chapter series will be released digitally bi-weekly starting January 13, 2016, before the entire story is collected in a single print edition at a later date.[150]
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 Promotional tie-in




On November 6, 2013, a six-episode series of shorts, titled Blood Rush, premiered alongside the broadcast of the show, as well as online. The series, which was presented by Bose[image: External link], and features product placement[image: External link] for Bose products, was shot on location in Vancouver, similarly to the main show. The miniseries features Emily Bett Rickards, Colton Haynes and Paul Blackthorne reprising their roles of Felicity Smoak, Roy Harper[image: External link] and Quentin Lance[image: External link], respectively.[151]

The episodes set during the course of the second season of the television series, show Roy coming to Queen Consolidated to have a meeting with Oliver. As he is out, Felicity tells Roy to go wait in the lobby.[152] As Roy leaves, Officer Lance calls Felicity, telling her that the blood sample the Starling City police found on the vigilante, which Felicity destroyed, has resurfaced. Felicity then calls Roy, using Oliver's voice encoder, asking him to break into the lab to retrieve the sample.[153] Felicity guides Roy through the lab, where he is able to recover the sample. As Roy is leaving, doctors enter the room, seemingly trapping him.[154] He notifies Felicity, who then hacks into the building's PA system, and issues an evacuation notice, giving Roy a chance to escape.[155] Roy gets out of the room before it enters into lock down, and is able to avoid two guards with the help of Felicity and exit the lab.[156] Roy returns to Queen Consolidated, and Felicity offers to mail the acquired sample for Roy as he goes in to meet with Oliver.[157]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Video games




A Green Arrow skin based on Oliver Queen's appearance in Arrow appears in the 2013 video game Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link] as downloadable content. The playable skin was given as a bonus reward to the first 5,000 voters of Injustice's promotional Battle Arena competition, but was later released as a free download. Stephen Amell lends his voice and likeness to the skin.[158]

Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link] features an Arrow downloadable content pack that adds multiple playable characters, including Arrow, John Diggle, Felicity Smoak, Huntress, Slade Wilson, Roy Harper, Canary, and Malcolm Merlyn as well as vehicles and an exclusive level set during Oliver's time in Lian Yu. Amell reprised his role in addition to voicing the traditional Green Arrow in the game, while Cynthia Addai-Robinson[image: External link] reprised her role as Amanda Waller[image: External link].[159][160]
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 Novels




On February 23, 2016, Titan Books[image: External link] released Arrow: Vengeance, a tie-in novelization written by Oscar Balderrama and Lauren Certo, which is set before and during the second season, detailing the origins of Slade Wilson, Sebastian Blood, and Isabel Rochev, and how they eventually meet and collaborate with each other to battle Oliver's alter-ego as seen in the television series.[161] On November 29, 2016, Titan Books released The Flash: The Haunting of Barry Allen, a tie-in novelization written by Susan and Clay Griffith, set during the second season of The Flash and the fourth season of Arrow, which features characters from both shows;[162] the story continued in Arrow: A Generation of Vipers, released on March 28, 2017, again written by the Griffiths.[163]
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 Home release






	Complete Season
	DVD/Blu-ray Release dates
	Additional info



	Region 1/A
	Region 2/B
	Region 4/B



	1
	September 17, 2013[164]
	September 23, 2013[165]
	October 2, 2013[166]
	Each season release contains additional features, which include: making-of featurettes, episode commentaries, deleted scenes, gag reels, ComicCon panels, and highlights from the Paley Fest. Season four also includes The Flash crossover episode "Legends of Today".



	2
	September 16, 2014[167]
	September 15, 2014[168]
	December 3, 2014[169]



	3
	September 22, 2015[170]
	September 28, 2015[171]
	September 23, 2015[172]



	4
	August 30, 2016[173]
	September 5, 2016[174]
	September 7, 2016[175][176]
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 Crossover with Constantine




Further information: Constantine (TV series)


In May 2015, Amell revealed he had had discussions with DC Entertainment to portray Oliver Queen on Constantine because Constantine is an expert on the Lazarus Pit, a concept used on Arrow.[177] In August 2015, it was confirmed that Matt Ryan[image: External link] would appear on Arrow in the fourth season episode "Haunted", per a "one-time-only-deal" that would involve his character being "brought in to deal with the fallout of the resurrection of Sara Lance (Caity Lotz) via Ra's al Ghul's Lazarus Pit."[178][179][180] Due to Arrow and Constantine sharing the same studio, the producers of Arrow were also able to acquire Ryan's original outfits. John Badham[image: External link], who was a director on Constantine, directed "Haunted".[179] On filming the episode, Guggenheim stated it felt like the production team was "doing a Constantine/Arrow crossover, and it's so exciting... we're just really glad we got the chance to extend Matt Ryan's run as Constantine by at least one more hour of television. I think you'll see he fits very neatly into our universe. It never feels forced, it feels right."[181] In August 2016, Berlanti spoke to why Constantine was not used more in Arrow or the other Arrowverse series after the positive reception to Ryan's performance, saying, "Constantine exists in a certain place in the DC world and universe" and that he felt DC was "internally examining what they want to do with that character next."[182]
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 Arrowverse




Main article: Arrowverse


In July 2013, it was announced that Berlanti and Kreisberg, along with Nutter and Geoff Johns[image: External link], would be creating a television series, The Flash, based on the character of the same name[image: External link], with an origin story for Barry Allen.[183] The character, played by actor Grant Gustin, was set to appear in three episodes of season two of Arrow, with the final one acting as a backdoor pilot[image: External link] for the new series.[184] However, it was announced in November 2013 that the backdoor pilot would not be happening, with a traditional pilot being made instead.[185] In January 2015, The CW president Mark Pedowitz announced the intention to do a Flash/Arrow crossover every season,[186] and The CW announced that an animated web-series, Vixen, featuring the DC heroine of the same name and set in the universe of Arrow and The Flash, would be debuting on CW Seed[image: External link] in late 2015.[187] The character later made a live-action appearance on Arrow in the fourth season episode "Taken". The next month, it was reported that a spin-off series, which is described as a superhero team-up show, was in discussion by The CW for a possible 2015–16 midseason release. Berlanti and Kreisberg would executive produce alongside Guggenheim and Sarah Schechter[image: External link]. The potential series would be headlined by several recurring characters from both Arrow and The Flash, with the potential for other Arrow/Flash characters to cross over to the new series as well.[188][189] In May 2015, The CW officially picked up the series, titled DC's Legends of Tomorrow.[190]

During the 100th episode of Arrow season 5, some returning characters from previous seasons make an appearance in "Invasion!", a crossover episode of Supergirl, The Flash, Arrow and Legends of Tomorrow,[191] where Thea, Diggle, Sara, Ray and Oliver are abducted by the Dominators and were put in dream stasis to gather intel while they are shown what would their lives be like if Oliver never got on the boat. In an interview with Variety, Guggenheim said that a 2017 crossover event between the four shows is possible, but it's "something that is more up to the network and the audience".[192]
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The Flash (2014 TV series)






The Flash is an American television series developed by Greg Berlanti, Andrew Kreisberg and Geoff Johns[image: External link], airing on The CW. It is based on the DC Comics character Barry Allen / Flash, a costumed superhero crime-fighter with the power to move at superhuman speeds. It is a spin-off[image: External link] from Arrow, existing in the same fictional universe. The series follows Allen, portrayed by Grant Gustin, a crime scene investigator who gains super-human speed, which he uses to fight criminals, including others who have also gained superhuman abilities.

Initially envisioned as a backdoor pilot[image: External link], the positive reception Gustin received during two appearances as Barry on Arrow led to executives choosing to develop a full pilot to make use of a larger budget and help flesh out Barry's world in more detail. Colleen Atwood[image: External link], costume designer for Arrow, was brought in to design the Flash's suit. The creative team wanted to make sure that the Flash would resemble his comic book counterpart, and not simply be a poor imitation. The series is primarily filmed in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.

The Flash premiered in North America on October 7, 2014, where the pilot became the second-most watched premiere in the history of The CW, after The Vampire Diaries[image: External link] in 2009. It has been well received by critics and audiences, and won the People's Choice Award[image: External link] for "Favorite New TV Drama" in 2014. The series, together with Arrow, has spun characters out to their own show, Legends of Tomorrow, which premiered on January 21, 2016. On January 8, 2017, The CW renewed the show for a fourth season,[1] which is scheduled to debut on October 10, 2017.[2]





TOP
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Main article: List of The Flash episodes




	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired
	Nielsen ratings



	First aired
	Last aired
	Rank
	Average viewership

(in millions)



	
	1[image: External link]
	23
	October 7, 2014
	May 19, 2015
	118
	4.62[3]



	
	2[image: External link]
	23
	October 6, 2015
	May 24, 2016
	112
	4.25[4]



	
	3[image: External link]
	23
	October 4, 2016
	May 23, 2017
	120
	3.50[5]




After witnessing his mother's (Michelle Harrison) supernatural murder and his father's (John Wesley Shipp[image: External link]) wrongful conviction for the crime, Barry Allen (Grant Gustin) is taken in by Detective Joe West (Jesse L. Martin[image: External link]) and his family. Allen becomes a brilliant but socially awkward crime scene investigator for the Central City Police Department[image: External link]. His obsession with his tragic past causes him to become an outcast among his peers; he investigates cold cases[image: External link], paranormal[image: External link] occurrences, and cutting-edge scientific advancements that may shed light on his mother's murder. No one believes his description of the crime—that a ball of lightning with the face of a man invaded their home that night—and Allen is fiercely driven to vindicate himself and to clear his father's name. Fourteen years after his mother's death, an advanced particle accelerator malfunctions during its public unveiling, bathing the city center with a previously unknown form of radiation during a severe thunderstorm. Allen is struck by lightning from the storm and doused with chemicals in his lab. Awakening after a nine-month coma, he discovers he has the ability to move at superhuman speeds. Dr. Harrison Wells (Tom Cavanagh[image: External link]), the disgraced designer of the failed particle accelerator, describes Barry's special nature as "metahuman"; Allen soon discovers that he is not the only one who was changed by the radiation. Allen vows to use his gifts to protect Central City from the escalating violence of metahuman and other criminals. As the Flash[image: External link], a costumed superhero, Allen accumulates a number of recurring enemies known as the Rogues[image: External link], whilst pursuing his mother's superhuman murderer the Reverse-Flash (Matt Letscher; played by Cavanagh while disguised as Wells). He is aided by a few close friends and associates who guard his secrets.[6]

Six months after the events of the first season, after a singularity[image: External link] event, the Flash is recognized as Central City's hero. However, the event brings a new threat to Central City from a parallel earth[image: External link] in the form of Zoom[image: External link] (Teddy Sears[image: External link]; voiced by Tony Todd[image: External link]), a demonic speedster who seeks to eliminate all metahumans connected to the Speed Force[image: External link] throughout the multiverse[image: External link]. Harrison Wells' parallel universe counterpart (nicknamed "Harry"), and his daughter Jesse[image: External link] (Violett Beane), work to help Barry and his friends stop Zoom. Their presences motivate the Team Flash to explore the multiverse. Joe and his daughter, Iris (Candice Patton[image: External link]), struggle with their shared painful past related to their family, especially after the arrival of Iris's brother Wally West[image: External link] (Keiynan Lonsdale[image: External link]), whom Francine West (Vanessa A. Williams[image: External link]) gave birth to shortly after abandoning her family. After Zoom kills Barry's father, the season concludes with Barry travelling back in time to save his mother's life from the Reverse-Flash.

By changing his past, Barry drastically alters the entire timeline, resulting in the so-called "Flashpoint" timeline. Though he is able to restore the timeline to something resembling its usual state, this inadvertently creates new threats as well, including the emergence of Savitar[image: External link] (also played by Gustin; voiced by Tobin Bell[image: External link]), who somehow linked to Barry. After Harry and Jesse return to Earth-2, the gang recruits another Wells doppelgänger[image: External link] from Earth-19, although "H.R." Wells aspires to be a novelist and not a scientific genius. Meanwhile, both Wally and S.T.A.R. Labs scientist Caitlin Snow[image: External link] (Danielle Panabaker[image: External link]) begin to manifest metahuman abilities as a result of Barry's "Flashpoint" excursion. Wally suits up as Barry's speedster partner, Kid Flash[image: External link], while Caitlin is forced to suppress her powers for fear of becoming evil like her Earth-2 counterpart, the ice-powered[image: External link] Killer Frost. When Barry accidentally travels to the future and sees Iris killed by Savitar, he is desperate to change the future to prevent that from happening, ultimately discovering that Savitar is a twisted time remnant variant of the Flash. The season concludes with Barry going into the Speed Force to accept his punishment for creating Flashpoint.
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Main articles: List of The Flash characters and List of Arrowverse actors[image: External link]



	
Grant Gustin as Barry Allen / Flash:
A Central City assistant police forensic investigator. Moments after an explosion at the S.T.A.R. Labs particle accelerator, Barry is struck by lightning in his laboratory and doused by chemicals affected by the accident. When he awakens from a nine-month coma, he has superhuman speed.[7] In September 2013, Grant Gustin was cast in the titular role.[7] Andy Mientus[image: External link], who would eventually be cast as Hartley Rathaway[image: External link], also auditioned for the role.[8] Gustin began researching the character during the audition process, and reading as many comics as possible. Gustin primarily focused on The New 52[image: External link] series of comics, because he knew it would be difficult to read everything and he felt the New 52 was the closest to the show's "look and feel".[9] Gustin also portrays the Earth-2[image: External link] version of the character, Barry Allen, who is not the Flash on this Earth.[10] In season 3, Gustin portrays Savitar[image: External link], the proclaimed god of speed and the Flash's corrupted time remnant counterpart.[11]




	
Candice Patton[image: External link] as Iris West[image: External link]: The daughter of Detective West and Barry Allen's fiancée.[12] She works at Central City Picture News as a journalist.[13] Patton also portrays the Earth-2 version of the character, Iris West-Allen, who is a detective at the Central City Police Department.[14]


	
Danielle Panabaker[image: External link] as Dr. Caitlin Snow / Killer Frost[image: External link]:[15]
A highly intelligent bioengineering expert, Caitlin believed her fiancé, Ronnie Raymond,[15] was killed during the particle accelerator explosion at S.T.A.R. Labs,[16] until he returned part way through first season. Ronnie and Caitlin get married in the first season finale, "Fast Enough".[17] Panabaker also portrays the Earth-2 version of the character, Caitlin Snow / Killer Frost.[14][18] In season 3 after the Flashpoint timeline Caitlin is now a metahuman with the same powers as Killer Frost. Her emotions are heightened especially her anger when she is in her Killer Frost personality. After suffering a clinical death from a seizure and being revived by her regenerative powers, her biochemistry was altered, culminating in her becoming fully consumed by her anger as Killer Frost, later encountering and allying with Savitar after the proclaimed speedster god reveals his true identity.



	
Rick Cosnett[image: External link] as Eddie Thawne: A recent transfer to the Central City Police Department, Eddie's past is a mystery and he harbored a dark secret.[16] He was partner to Detective Joe West and Iris West's love interest. Cosnett left the series after the first season, following his character's sacrifice to wipe Eobard Thawne, his distant descendant, from history.[17]


	
Carlos Valdes[image: External link] as Cisco Ramon / Vibe: A mechanical engineering genius, Cisco is the youngest member of the team of scientists at S.T.A.R. Labs and a metahuman.[19] Valdes also portrays the Earth-2 version of the character, Cisco Ramon / Reverb, a metahuman who worked for Hunter Zolomon / Zoom.[14]


	
Tom Cavanagh[image: External link] as Harrison Wells[image: External link]:
The mind and money behind Central City's S.T.A.R. Labs Particle Accelerator[image: External link], Wells becomes a pariah after the lab explodes.[20] Mentoring Barry to get faster, he is eventually revealed to be the Reverse-Flash[image: External link], Eobard Thawne (Matt Letscher), a descendant of Eddie from the future with a grudge against the Flash. Thawne killed the real Wells and stole his identity.[21] In subsequent seasons, Cavanagh portrays various alternate reality[image: External link] doppelgängers of Wells. These include the sarcastic but brilliant "Harry", who along with his daughter Jesse[image: External link] hails from Earth-2[image: External link], and his Earth-19[image: External link] counterpart, the sci-fi novelist "H.R.".



	
Jesse L. Martin[image: External link] as Joe West: A police detective who acts as a surrogate father to Barry, after his mother's death and father's imprisonment, and who is the father of Iris[6][22] and Wally.[23] Martin also portrays the Earth-2 version of the character, a singer.[14]


	
Keiynan Lonsdale[image: External link] as Wally West / Kid Flash[image: External link]:
The son of Joe and brother of Iris, born without their knowledge after his mother left Central City.[23] The producers disliked the introduction of relatives of characters that were never previously mentioned, feeling it was "weird", and opted instead to introduce Wally as unknown even to his relatives. They also chose to make him Iris' brother, a departure from the comics where he was her nephew.[23] Speaking on Lonsdale's casting, Kreisberg explained that “Just like when we met Grant [Gustin] for the first time, we instantly knew Keiynan embodied all the heart and courage of a hero."[24] After Flashpoint, Wally eventually gets speed powers from Doctor Alchemy[image: External link] and becomes Kid Flash.[25]
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 Production
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 Development




On July 30, 2013, it was announced that Arrow co-creators Greg Berlanti and Andrew Kreisberg, Arrow pilot director David Nutter[image: External link], and DC Comics CCO Geoff Johns[image: External link] would develop a television series based on the Flash for The CW, and it would detail Barry Allen's origin.[26] Kreisberg revealed after the announcement that Allen would first appear as a recurring character on Arrow in three episodes of season two—all written by Berlanti, Kreisberg and Johns—and the last of the episodes would act as a backdoor pilot[image: External link] for the new show. Kreisberg added that Allen would be a forensic scientist and the introduction of his superpowers, as well as the reactions to this, will be very human and grounded. Johns stated that the character of the Flash in the show would resemble his comic book counterpart, complete with his trademark red costume, and not be a poor imitation. Kreisberg elaborated: "No sweat suits or strange code names; he will be The Flash." While researching the best way to depict the Flash's lightning speed, Johns stated it would not just be the standard "blurring around".[27]

Barry ultimately appeared twice in Arrow's second season, with the planned backdoor pilot cancelled in favor of a traditional pilot by The CW executives, who had been impressed by early cuts of Barry's first two episodes on Arrow. This allowed the creative team to flesh out Barry's story and his world on a bigger budget, as opposed to a backdoor pilot's constraint of incorporating characters from the parent show. The pilot was officially ordered on January 29, 2014, and was written by Berlanti, Kreisberg, and Johns, and directed by Nutter.[28][29] On May 8, 2014, The Flash was officially picked up as a series, with an initial order of 13 episodes.[30] Three more scripts were ordered in September 2014 following a positive response to newly completed episodes by executives,[31] while a back ten was ordered the next month for a full 23-episode season.[32]

With the commencement of production on the series' second season, former Arrow and Ugly Betty[image: External link] writer Gabrielle Stanton[image: External link] was promoted to executive producer and showrunner; after having served as consulting producer and writer on the first season's finale "Fast Enough".[33] However, it was later reported that Kreisberg would be returning to sole showrunner duties at an unspecified time.[34] That time was later proved to be at the start of 2016, "Potential Energy", when Stanton was no longer credited as being involved with the show.
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 Design




The costume was designed by Colleen Atwood[image: External link], who also designed the costumes for Arrow.[35] It features a burgundy color scheme, a masked helmet, and gold accents throughout,[36] and went through multiple adjustments from the moment it was placed in computer renderings to the day of filming the pilot.[9] Primarily made of leather, the suit contains areas with a stretchable material to allow Gustin room to bend. According to Atwood "It was all about a costume that could sell speed, Grant [Gustin] was continually moving in the suit, so it had to be designed to make that all happen visually and functionally."[37] It initially took Gustin approximately 40 minutes to get into his costume, as the first cowl was prosthetic and had to be zipped and glued to his face. This was cut down to approximately 15 minutes by episode eight, when designers were able to develop a new cowl that easily slid over Gustin's face and locked into place.[9] Maya Mani replaced Atwood as the costume designer for the second season and made slight changes to the Flash costume, such as changing the color of his crest from yellow to white, being faithful to the Flash costume from the comics.[38]
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 Filming




Production on the pilot began in March 2014, with filming taking place in Vancouver, British Columbia[image: External link];[39] additional filming for the series takes place in Portland, Oregon[image: External link].[40] On how action sequences are shot for the series, compared to Arrow, Gustin said, "When [Arrow] shoot[s] action sequences, pretty much what you see is what you get and they're really doing everything. We do a lot of plate shots that are empty shots of the area we’re going to be in and then they’re putting us in later in post[image: External link]. I do a lot of the fighting. I don’t have to do it full speed and then they ramp it up and a lot of people have to freeze and I keep moving. Then I have to clear frame and step back into frame. It’s really tedious stuff that we have to do. On theirs, they learn fight choreography and they shoot it from the perfect angles and what you see is what you get."[41] Production on the third season began in early July 2016.[42]
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 Music




Arrow composer Blake Neely is the primary composer of the series, and was first hired in April 2014 to score the pilot.[43][44] He had previously composed a theme for Barry Allen which was featured in Arrow's season two[image: External link] episodes "The Scientist" and "Three Ghosts". The theme was titled "The Scientist" when it was released on the Arrow: Season 2 soundtrack[image: External link]. According to Neely, "It had to be different [from Arrow] ... but it also couldn't be so different that it couldn't fit in the Arrow universe, ... it had to be in a style that could hold hands with Arrow."[45] On December 18, 2014, WaterTower Music released a selection of music from The Flash/Arrow crossover episodes, as well as two bonus tracks from their respective 2014 midseason finales.[46] The first season, two-disc soundtrack was released on October 16, 2015.[47] The second season's soundtrack was released digitally on July 22, 2016,[48] and in CD format on July 26, 2016.[49]
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 Sound design




The sound design for the show is handled by Mark Camperell. The sound effect for Barry is made up of elements of thunder, electricity, jets, fireballs, and various custom whooshes and impacts. Speaking about designing the sound for The Flash's ability, Mark says: "My approach for the sounds of The Flash’s ability was to editorially treat him like a really aggressively driven hot rod. This doesn’t mean that I used car sounds for him, though. What I mean is that when thinking about how to edit his sounds, I thought about it like cutting a car chase."[50]
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 Broadcast




The Flash was screened at the Warner Bros. Television and DC Entertainment panel at San Diego Comic-Con International[image: External link] in July 2014.[51] The series officially premiered on The CW on October 7, 2014, during the 2014–15 television season[image: External link][52] and also premiered in Canada[image: External link] on the same night.[53] The second episode was screened at New York Comic Con[image: External link] on October 9, 2014, as a way to repay the viewers that watched the series' premiere episode.[54] The series premiered in the United Kingdom and Ireland on October 28, 2014,[55] and in Australia on December 3, 2014.[56]
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 Reception
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 Critical reception






	Season
	Critical response



	Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link]
	Metacritic



	
	1
	97% (58 reviews)
	73 (27 reviews)



	
	2
	100% (20 reviews)
	81 (4 reviews)



	
	3
	87% (15 reviews)
	80 (4 reviews)




Regarding Gustin's debut as Barry Allen in Arrow and the potential for a series, IGN's Jesse Schedeen stated his concern: "Gustin doesn't come across as leading man material. His awkward bumbling intertwining with Felicity's was cute, but rarely did I get the impression that this character could or should be given his own spinoff series."[57] Schedeen eventually warmed up to the character, however, once the "dorkiness and social awkwardness" were downplayed a bit and the emphasis was placed on "his keen scientific mind".[58]

The review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] reported a 97% approval rating with an average rating of 7.5/10 based on 58 reviews. The website's consensus reads, "The Flash benefits from its purposefully light atmosphere, making it a superhero show uniquely geared toward genre fans as well as novices."[59] Metacritic, which uses a weighted average, assigned a score of 73 out of 100, based on 27 reviews, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[60] IGN's Eric Goldman and Joshua Yehl praised the show's premise and cast after viewing a press screening copy of the pilot. Goldman and Yehl favorably compared it to Arrow, stating that The Flash progresses with a confidence that Arrow did not get until later in the series.[61] Reviews for the series became increasingly positive as the season progressed, with the finale receiving critical acclaim. Noel Murray of The A.V. Club[image: External link] gave the season a B+ overall, giving praise to the pacing of the plot, the performances of the cast and the special effects, and also pointing out the series' boldness to embrace its comic book influences, something that conventional superhero shows tend not to do.[62] Weekly episode reviewer Scott Von Doviak gave consistently high ratings to the season and awarded the season finale a perfect A grade, calling the episode "richly satisfying" and also commending the show for "[capturing] the essence of its source material in a fun, light-on-its-feet way that few other comic book adaptations have managed." He also gave high praise to the emotional value and performances of the cast, as well as the cliffhanger and multiple easter eggs found in the episode.[63] The second season of The Flash scored a Metacritic rating of 81 out of 100 indicating "universal acclaim".[64]

In 2016, Rolling Stone[image: External link] ranked the show #23 on its list of the "40 Best Science Fiction TV Shows of All Time".[65]
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 Critics' top ten lists







	


	2014[66]




	

	No. 7 NPR[image: External link]


	No. 7 Omaha World-Herald[image: External link]


	No. 10 Film School Rejects[image: External link]



















	


	2015[67]




	

	No. 4 The Salt Lake Tribune[image: External link]


	No. 7 Omaha World-Herald[image: External link]


	No. 10 Indiewire[image: External link]


	 – Criticwire[image: External link]


	 – Variety



















	


	2016[68]




	

	No. 8 The Salt Lake Tribune[image: External link]
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 Ratings




The first episode of The Flash was watched by 4.8 million viewers and had a 1.9 18–49 demographic rating, making it The CW's most watched and highest rated series premiere since The Vampire Diaries in 2009. It also became The CW's second-most watched series premiere ever, behind 90210, and the third-highest rated in the 18–49 demographic.[69] Factoring Live + 7 day ratings, the pilot was watched by a total of 6.8 million viewers, becoming The CW's most-watched telecast and the highest-rated premiere among men 18–34 (2.5 rating). It broke the previous record for the most-watched telecast held by the cycle 8 finale of America's Next Top Model[image: External link] in 2007 (6.69 million). Additionally, across all platforms, including initiated streams on digital platforms and total unduplicated viewers on-air over two airings the week of October 7, 2014, the premiere was seen more than 13 million times.[70]

The Canadian premiere was watched by 3.11 million viewers, making it the most-watched broadcast that night and the second for that week.[71] In the United Kingdom, the premiere was the fourth highest-rated broadcast of the week and the eleventh of that month, with 1.53 million viewers.[72][73] The timeshifted version got 82,000 viewers.[74] The premiere in Australia was the most-watched broadcast on pay television, with 129,000 viewers tuning in.[75]

In 2016, according to an analysis from Parrot Analytics, which used ratings data (where available), peer-to-peer sharing, social media chatter, and other factors to estimate viewer demand for various shows, The Flash was the 5th most popular show in the world with 3.1 million demand expressions per day, behind Game of Thrones[image: External link], The Walking Dead[image: External link], Pretty Little Liars[image: External link], and Westworld[image: External link].[76] TorrentFreak[image: External link] also gauged The Flash as the fourth most- torrented[image: External link] television show of 2016.[77]



	Season
	Timeslot (ET)
	Episodes
	First aired
	Last aired
	TV season
	Rank
	Avg. viewers

(millions)
	18–49 rating

(average)



	Date
	Viewers

(millions)
	Date
	Viewers

(millions)



	1[image: External link]
	Tuesday 8:00 pm
	23
	October 7, 2014
	4.83[78]
	May 19, 2015
	3.87[79]
	2014–15[image: External link]
	118
	4.62
	1.7[3]



	2[image: External link]
	23
	October 6, 2015
	3.58[80]
	May 24, 2016
	3.35[81]
	2015–16
	112
	4.25
	1.7[4]



	3[image: External link]
	23
	October 4, 2016
	3.17[82]
	May 23, 2017
	3.04[83]
	2016–17
	120
	3.50
	1.4[5]
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 Other media
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 Digital comic




The Flash: Season Zero, written by Kreisberg, Brooke Eikmeier[image: External link] and Katherine Walczak[image: External link], with art by Phil Hester[image: External link] and Eric Gapstur, is intended to take place between the pilot episode and episode 2. Kreisberg stated, "Barry will [already] be the Flash, he will have his team, everyone will be in that world, and we'll [ sic[image: External link]] introducing a new set of villains that we won't be seeing on the TV show. It'll feel like the same heart, humor and spectacle that you get watching Flash." The comic will showcase the entire TV cast, plus new rogues, a group of circus performers who gained super powers as a result of the S.T.A.R. Labs particle accelerator explosion. The group is led by Mr. Bliss[image: External link], a character who first appeared in Starman[image: External link]. The comic launched digitally biweekly on September 8, 2014, with its first physical release featuring a collection of the digital releases, releasing on October 1.[84]
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 Web series




On April 19, 2016, a four-part web series titled Chronicles of Cisco, premiered. The series, which was presented by AT&T[image: External link], features Valdes and Britne Oldford[image: External link] reprise their role as Cisco Ramon and Shawna Baez / Peek-a-Boo[image: External link], respectively. Set in the second season of the television series, the series sees Cisco attempting to make the Flash suit bulletproof and body-odor proof. While working on these, he receives a late-night Meta-Human Alert within S.T.A.R. Labs,[85] and learns that Peek-a-Boo triggered the alert.[86] She has come to S.T.A.R. Labs to make Cisco create a weapon for her, as he did for Golden Glider, Captain Cold, and Heatwave. When he does not cooperate, she shoots him.[87] Cisco survives being shot, realizing that the orange soda he spilt on his shirt was the missing catalyst to his bulletproof formula. Cisco tries to bring Peek-a-Boo back to the pipeline, but she locks him in the cell instead. Cisco is then seen being woken up due to a call from Barry. He believes he dreamt the whole experience, until he finds the bullet that shot him on the ground.[88]
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 Video games




The series has also been featured in other video games based off DC Comics property. In the mobile version of Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link], the show's versions of the Flash and Reverse-Flash appear as alternate costumes for the Flash.[89] The show's version of S.T.A.R. Labs also appears as a hidden area in Lego Dimensions[image: External link].[90]
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 Books
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 Novels




On November 29, 2016, Titan Books[image: External link] released Flash: The Haunting of Barry Allen, a tie-in novelization written by Susan and Clay Griffith, set during the course of the second season, after Barry has closed the temporal anomaly that nearly destroyed Central City. Barry must seek help from Oliver Queen, due to his own abilities beginning to break down, in order to deal with five members of his Rogues Gallery—including Pied Piper, Weather Wizard, and Peekaboo.[91] The story continued in Arrow — A Generation of Vipers, released on March 28, 2017.[92]
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 Behind-the-scenes




On October 21, 2016, "The Art and Making of The Flash" by Abbie Bernstein was released. This is a 160-page behind-the-scenes book with production art and behind-the-scenes photography. The book also includes interviews with the cast and crew from the show.[93]
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref.



	2014
	Visual Effects Society Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding Visual Effects in a Visual Effects-Driven Photoreal/Live Action Broadcast Program
	Armen V. Kevorkian[image: External link], James Baldanzi, Jeremy Jozwick, Andranik Taranyan
	Nominated
	[94]



	Behind the Voice Actors Awards
	Best Female Vocal Performance in a Television Series in a Guest Role – Action/Drama
	Morena Baccarin[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[95]



	TV Guide Award[image: External link]
	Favorite New Show
	The Flash
	Won
	[96]



	2015
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite New TV Drama
	The Flash
	Won
	[97]



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Family TV Show
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[98]



	Favorite TV Actor
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards
	Best Superhero Adaption Television Series
	The Flash
	Won
	[99][100]



	Breakthrough Performance
	Grant Gustin
	Won



	Best Actor on Television[image: External link]
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated



	Best Guest Star on Television
	Wentworth Miller
	Won



	Leo Awards
	Best Dramatic Series
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[101]



	Best Direction in a Dramatic Series
	Glen Winter
	Nominated



	Best Cinematography in a Dramatic Series
	C. Kim Miles
	Nominated



	Best Visual Effects in a Dramatic Series
	For episode "Going Rogue"
	Won



	Best Production Design in a Dramatic Series
	Tyler Bishop Harron
	Nominated



	Best Make-Up in a Dramatic Series
	Tina Louise Teoli
	Nominated



	Best Hairstyling in a Dramatic Series
	Sarah Koppes
	Nominated



	Best Guest Performance by a Female in a Dramatic Series
	Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Publicists Awards
	Maxwell Weinberg Award – Television
	Bonanza Productions, Berlanti Productions and Warner Bros. Television
	Nominated
	[102]



	TCA Awards[image: External link]
	Outstanding New Program[image: External link]
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[103]



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Actress – Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Danielle Panabaker[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[104]



	Choice TV – Breakout Star
	Grant Gustin
	Won
	[105]



	Candice Patton[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Choice TV – Chemistry
	Grant Gustin and Candice Patton
	Nominated



	Choice TV – Liplock
	Grant Gustin and Candice Patton
	Nominated



	Choice TV – Villain
	Tom Cavanagh[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Hugo Awards[image: External link]
	Best Dramatic Presentation – Short Form
	For the episode "Pilot"
	Nominated
	[106]



	Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link]
	Outstanding Special Visual Effects[image: External link]
	For episode "Grodd Lives"
	Nominated
	[107]



	IGN Awards
	Best TV Series
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[108]



	Best Comic Book Adaptation TV
	The Flash
	Won
	[109]



	Poppy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Actor, Drama
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated
	[110]



	The Joey Awards
	Best Actor in a TV Drama Recurring Role 8–12 Years
	Logan Williams
	Won
	[111]



	Best Actress in a TV Drama Featured Role 4–9 Years
	Laiken Laverock
	Nominated



	Online Film & Television Association Award
	Best Visual Effects In a Series
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[112]



	Best New Theme Song In a Series
	The Flash
	Nominated



	2016
	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Family TV Show
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[113]



	Favorite Male TV Star – Family Show
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated



	Leo Awards
	Best Direction in a Dramatic Series
	J. J. Makaro ("Enter Zoom")
	Nominated
	[114][115]



	Best Visual Effects in a Dramatic Series
	For episode "Gorilla Warfare"
	Won



	Best Stunt Coordination in a Dramatic Series
	J. J. Makaro, Jon Kralt ("Legends Of Today")
	Nominated



	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice TV Show: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[116][117]



	Choice TV Actor: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Grant Gustin
	Won



	Choice TV: Chemistry
	Candice Patton and Grant Gustin
	Nominated



	Choice TV: Liplock
	Candice Patton and Grant Gustin
	Nominated



	Choice TV Actress: Fantasy/Sci-Fi
	Danielle Panabaker
	Nominated



	Choice TV: Villain
	Teddy Sears
	Nominated



	Saturn Awards
	Best Superhero Adaption Television Series
	The Flash
	Won
	[118]



	Best Actor on Television
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated



	Best Guest Star on Television
	Victor Garber
	Nominated



	IGN Awards
	Best Comic Book TV Series
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[119]



	Best TV Hero
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated
	[120]



	Best TV Villain
	Tom Cavanagh[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[121]



	IGN People's Choice Award
	Best TV Hero
	Grant Gustin
	Won
	[120]



	Poppy Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor, Drama
	Jesse L. Martin[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[122]



	The Joey Awards
	Young Actor in a TV Series Featured Role 11–16 Years
	Octavian Kaul
	Won
	[123]



	2017
	People's Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite Network TV Sci-Fi/Fantasy
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[124]



	IGN Awards
	Best Action Series
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[125]



	Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favorite TV Show – Family Show
	The Flash
	Nominated
	[126]



	MTV Movie & TV Awards[image: External link]
	Best Hero[image: External link]
	Grant Gustin
	Nominated
	[127]



	Saturn Awards
	Best Superhero Adaption Television Series
	The Flash
	Pending
	[128]



	Best Actor on Television
	Grant Gustin
	Pending



	Best Supporting Actress on Television[image: External link]
	Candice Patton
	Pending
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 Home release






	Complete Season
	DVD/Blu-ray Release dates
	Additional info



	Region 1/A
	Region 2/B
	Region 4/C



	1
	September 22, 2015[129]
	September 21, 2015[130]
	September 23, 2015[131]
	The Blu-ray/DVD box-sets include featurettes, deleted scenes, gag reels and highlights from Comic-Con. Season 2 includes the Arrow crossover episode "Legends of Yesterday".



	2
	September 6, 2016[132]
	September 12, 2016[133]
	September 7, 2016[134][135]



	3
	September 5, 2017[136]
	September 11, 2017[137]
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 Arrowverse and the DC multiverse




Main article: Arrowverse


In January 2015, The CW president Mark Pedowitz announced the intention to do a Flash/Arrow crossover every season,[138] and The CW announced that an animated web-series, Vixen, featuring the DC heroine of the same name and set in the universe of Arrow and The Flash, would be debuting on CW Seed[image: External link] in late 2015.[139] The character is expected to make a live-action appearance on Arrow and/or The Flash as well.[140] The next month, it was reported that a spin-off series, which is described as a superhero team-up show, was in discussion by The CW for a possible 2015–16 midseason release. Berlanti and Kreisberg would executive produce alongside Guggenheim and Sarah Schechter[image: External link]. The potential series would be headlined by several recurring characters from both Arrow and The Flash, with the potential for other Arrow/Flash characters to cross over to the new series as well.[141][142] In May 2015, The CW officially picked up the series, titled DC's Legends of Tomorrow.[143]

The second season begins to explore the concept of the multiverse, by introducing Earth-2, which features doppelgängers of the inhabitants in the Arrowverse (or Earth-1), along with Jay Garrick[image: External link], the Flash of Earth-2, and Zoom[image: External link].[144] In the episode "Welcome to Earth-2[image: External link]", as Barry, Cisco and Harrison Wells of Earth-2 travel to Earth-2, glimpses of the multiverse are seen, including an image of Supergirl star Melissa Benoist as Supergirl and an image of John Wesley Shipp[image: External link] as the Flash from the 1990 television series, implying the two characters and their respective television series exist on alternate Earths to the Arrowverse;[145][146] Supergirl's world is later designated Earth-38 in the Arrowverse multiverse.[147] Gustin as Barry appeared on the eighteenth episode of Supergirl, "Worlds Finest", which aired on CBS on March 28, 2016. Intersecting with the events of the eighteenth episode of The Flash, which aired on April 19, 2016, Barry accidentally arrives on Earth-38 and helps Kara battle two of her enemies, Silver Banshee[image: External link] (Italia Ricci[image: External link]) and Livewire[image: External link] (Brit Morgan[image: External link]), before returning home.[148][149]
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 See also





	The Flash (1990 TV series)
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Rip Hunter






Rip Hunter is a fictional superhero[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by DC Comics. Created by writer Jack Miller and artist Ruben Moreira[image: External link], the character first appeared in Showcase[image: External link] #20 (May 1959). Following three more appearances in Showcase (#21, 25, 26), Rip Hunter was given his own series which ran for 29 issues (1961–65). He later starred in the eight-issue Time Masters series (1990), written by Bob Wayne and Lewis Shiner[image: External link]. After numerous revisions and following the events of Infinite Crisis[image: External link], Hunter is established as the son of Booster Gold[image: External link].
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The Challengers of the Unknown[image: External link] is a quartet of science fiction adventurers created by Jack Kirby[image: External link]. They debuted in 1957, and their commercial success spawned two other science fiction characters: Cave Carson[image: External link] and Rip Hunter. Hunter was the more successful of the two, with art in his early appearances by Joe Kubert[image: External link], Mike Sekowsky[image: External link], and Nick Cardy[image: External link]. Hunter was the leader of a gang of time travelers who were featured in brisk and historically accurate adventures in various eras. DC editor Jack Schiff[image: External link] reported that he and writer Jack Miller had "lots of fun" creating the comics.[1]

Rip Hunter has had a number of revisions within the fictional DC Universe. Those changes are generally connected to larger events and story lines. The writing and editorial staff often use a narrative device within the comics, known as a crisis event, to explain dramatic changes to the appearance or personality of characters. Rip Hunter has undergone a number of different developments within this fictional universe.
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In his original incarnation, Rip Hunter is portrayed as an ordinary man who uses his invention, the Time Sphere[image: External link], to travel through time. Aided by his friend Jeff Smith, girlfriend Bonnie Baxter, and Bonnie's kid brother Corky, they have adventures in time. These stories were told in the series Rip Hunter...Time Master which ran for 29 issues between 1961 and 1965.

Rip is next seen in the series Challengers of the Unknown, where, in the year 12,000,000 AD[image: External link], he assists the Challengers of the Unknown[image: External link], Swamp Thing[image: External link], and Deadman[image: External link] in defeating the dictatorial Sun Lords.[2] The character's next major appearance is in Action Comics[image: External link] #552–554. With the aid of Superman[image: External link] and the team known as the Forgotten Heroes[image: External link], an alien invasion of Earth is prevented.[3]

The Forgotten Heroes are then seen in the 1985 series Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], a mini-series intended to change the fictional universe shared by DC characters. During this story, Hunter serves as a plot device to enable the superheroes of the Multiverse[image: External link] to travel to the dawn of time[image: External link] where they face off against the Anti-Monitor[image: External link]. The battle that ensues effectively destroys the Multiverse. Hunter then reunites with some of his Forgotten Heroes teammates, as well as cosmic heroes Adam Strange[image: External link] and Captain Comet[image: External link] in a quest to defeat the Anti-Monitor once and for all. With the help of Brainiac[image: External link], they journey to Apokolips[image: External link], where the tyrant Darkseid[image: External link] uses his advanced science to peer into the Anti-Matter universe and aid Alex Luthor[image: External link], Superman[image: External link], and Superboy-Prime[image: External link] in the ultimate destruction of the Anti-Monitor.[4] This narrative event allowed the writing staff of DC Comics to alter many of their heroes and fictional situations.

The Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link] series was used as a plot device to dramatically alter the fictional histories of many characters. Unlike most other characters, Hunter continues with the same personality and memories that preceded this event. This event was used as a literary device to portray him as a man out of time and without a home. No one remembers that he existed. The writers further expanded on this by having their new fictional universe contain an alternative version of Rip, one who was native to this timeline, and also a master of time travel.

The original version of Rip is then depicted as attracting the attention of the Linear Men[image: External link] with his attempts to reach his original universe.[5] Impressed by Hunter, the Linear Men[image: External link] recruit him into their ranks and the writers altered the appearance of Rip, using the stress of time travel as an explanation for those changes. Now, with white hair and bionic implants, he is seen in a number of series that involve time, or the manipulation of time as an element of the narrative—most notably during the Zero Hour[image: External link] mini-series and event.

In The Kingdom[image: External link], Hunter turns on the other Linear Men, who believe that time follows a single course of events, and joins forces with Superman, Batman[image: External link], and Wonder Woman[image: External link]. Rip also joins forces with young heroes from the future, to stop the time-traveling villain Gog[image: External link] in his efforts to destroy Kansas twenty years ahead of schedule. As a result of this battle, Hunter finally breaks down the barrier to Hypertime[image: External link], revealing that the Linear Men are wrong about the non-existence of alternate timelines in the post-Crisis universe. Rip also reveals that the timeline of the Kingdom can exist, regardless of what happens in the present.[6]

Shortly thereafter, the Linear Men, including the original character of Hunter, are destroyed during the Imperiex[image: External link] onslaught.[7] Although their consciousnesses survive, and they eventually construct new bodies for themselves, they have been driven insane by the experience. The Quintessence, a group of cosmic beings who counsel one another, disband the Linear Men, and Hunter vanishes in a whirlwind.[8]

Running parallel to those stories, another version of Rip has adventures; as the inventor of time travel technology in the Post-Crisis universe.[9] In this universe, Hunter aids heroes Booster Gold[image: External link] and Animal Man[image: External link] in their own time-traveling adventures, before taking on the vast Illuminati conspiracy during the eight issue series Time Masters. This more gritty and realistic (symbolized by jeans and a T-shirt rather than a costume) take on the character attempts to change the past to prevent the Illuminati, led by Vandal Savage, from coming into existence. During the series, a relative of the character known as Dan Hunter decides to stay in the past at the time of the Revolutionary War[image: External link]. This is used to create a link between Rip Hunter and the pre-existing western themed Dan Hunter, a character associated with Tomahawk[image: External link]. This series concludes with Hunter being stranded in the prehistoric past.[10]

In the Chronos series, starring Walker Gabriel, an alternate version of Gabriel, experimenting with time travel to avert World War III, mentions a horrible accident suffered by a Commander Hunter, who apparently scattered himself across time, with only "bits of flesh and bone" which kept resynchronizing in the lab.

Rip's next major appearance is within the page of 2004's Justice Society of America, where he takes members of the modern day Justice Society of America back in time to fight the villainous Per Degaton.[11] Once again, Rip serves as a device that allows for time-travel, and for other heroes to travel forwards and backwards in time. This version of the character returns to a sci-fi influenced costume and the use of a time bubble. The ramifications of being a time-traveler are explored by the writer Geoff Johns[image: External link], who turns the name Rip Hunter into an alias. This is explained as being part of an attempt by the character to hide all of the details of his history, lest an enemy travel back in time and kill him as a child.
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The themes of time and changes to the timeline are next explored in the weekly series 52[image: External link]. Following up from events in the Infinite Crisis[image: External link] mini-series, Booster Gold[image: External link] tries to contact Hunter. Booster discovers his base of operations in a time-locked concrete bunker in the Arizona[image: External link] desert, but when he finally manages to enter the bunker, he finds only a blackboard[image: External link], a globe[image: External link], and some pieces of paper filled with writings about the future. These papers had references to facts and events like the mortality of Vandal Savage, the last Lazarus Pit of Nyssa Raatko[image: External link], and the appearances of the mysterious Supernova[image: External link]. The purpose of the blackboard was to provide clues for the readers of upcoming storylines within that series and other DC Universe titles.

As this series progresses, more and more time-traveling characters, such as Waverider[image: External link] are killed by a mysterious figure who is later revealed to be Skeets[image: External link].[12][13]

Hunter finally emerges in the Bottle City of Kandor[image: External link]. Working with Supernova, Hunter has been trying to put together a machine that will "fix" time before Skeets can find him.[14] When Skeets attacks Kandor, Supernova turns back into Booster Gold and battles Skeets using special items gathered from the planet. Rip Hunter and Booster then teleport away, angering Skeets even more.[15] Upon discovering Mr. Mind[image: External link] burrowing into Skeets' shell, Rip Hunter uses T.O. Morrow[image: External link] and the severed head of Red Tornado[image: External link] as bait for the Venusian[image: External link] worm[image: External link].[16] Mr. Mind metamorphoses into a nigh-omnipotent imago[image: External link] form, a hyperfly feeding on universes. Hunter then reveals to Booster Gold[image: External link] and Booster's ancestor Daniel Carter that the Multiverse[image: External link] is restored as 52 individual universes as a result of Alex Luthor's actions after he escaped his "paradise dimension". Mr. Mind seeks to devour every parallel universe. Sealing Mr. Mind in a time-rift, the multiverse is saved.[17] Hunter warns the others to keep the Multiverse a secret for the time being as he eagerly prepares to explore it.
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Rip is next seen as an integral part of the cast of the Booster Gold[image: External link] series. Rip acts as a companion and boss to Booster Gold. His identity is revealed to be that of Booster Gold's yet-to-be-born son and that most, if not all, of Rip's exploits committed were actually committed by Booster.

To protect himself and his own history, Rip convinces Booster to turn down membership in the recently reformed Justice League and to continue to act like a self-absorbed goof in order to make sure that his father's legacy is one of failure and is ultimately forgotten by history. This is done to ensure rogue time travelers have no motivation to kill Booster in the past, erasing Rip in the process and the various works he and Booster will engage in to protect the timestream. Rip and an older Booster occasionally would interact during the present version's mission, as they discuss the need to manipulate Booster (in particular, taunting him with the chance to change history and prevent the death of Ted Kord and the crippling of Kord's one-time girlfriend Barbara Gordon).[18]

In Carl Draper[image: External link]'s Checkmate[image: External link] blog, a reference is made to the Smith-Baxter Group, a time-travel consultancy whose founders were trained by Hunter.

This new version of Rip Hunter is much crueler and darker than previously portrayed: besides his casual manipulations of Booster Gold, he imprisoned the surviving members of the Linear Men[image: External link] and engages in torture against those who seek to alter history for their own selfish good.[19]
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Rip, along with Booster Gold[image: External link], Superman[image: External link], and Hal Jordan[image: External link] starred in Time Masters: Vanishing Point, a limited series[image: External link] that is a companion piece to Batman: The Return of Bruce Wayne[image: External link]. The series followed the heroes' journey to find Batman who was lost in time following Final Crisis[image: External link].[20]
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Though Rip Hunter was shown blinking out of existence following the end of the 2011 storyline " Flashpoint[image: External link]", it is revealed in the 2015 storyline " Convergence[image: External link]", that he survived and may have turned against his own father, Booster Gold (who survived the continuity reboot of the DC Universe that occurred in the aftermath of "Flashpoint" with The New 52[image: External link]). Through means which are yet to be revealed, Rip Hunter almost managed to prevent his father from frantically warning his newly created counterpart that the romance between Wonder Woman and Superman will erase the past of his future from existence.[21]
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A Rip Hunter story by writer Damon Lindelof[image: External link] and artist Jeff Lemire[image: External link] appeared in Time Warp[image: External link] #1 published by Vertigo[image: External link] in May 2013.[22][23]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Rebirth




When the Green Lantern Corps began investigating strange temporal anomalies, one such anomaly was detected inside the Citadel of the Corps. As the Green Lanterns stay on guard, from the anomaly emerges Rip Hunter who introduces himself and delivers a cryptic message before he passes out: "The Green Lantern Corps has been erased from the future...". More strange is when Hal Jordan[image: External link] notices that Hunter is wearing a Green Lantern power ring.[24]
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	Rip Hunter appears in Batman: The Brave and the Bold[image: External link] episode "Time Out for Vengeance!" voiced by Brian Bloom[image: External link]. He helps Batman[image: External link] and the Justice League International[image: External link] travel in time to save other versions of Batman from the minions of Equinox[image: External link].

	Rip Hunter is mentioned in the first season finale of The Flash episode "Fast Enough" by Eobard Thawne as the original creator of the 'time sphere' he attempts to create as a means of returning to his own time.

	
Arthur Darvill portrays Rip Hunter in the CW[image: External link]'s spin-off of Arrow and The Flash titled Legends of Tomorrow as a protagonist of the first season.[25] He is portrayed as a Time Master who has come to the present to assemble a team of heroes and villains (consisting of Atom, White Canary, Firestorm, Hawkman, Hawkgirl, Captain Cold and Heat Wave) to oppose the powerful immortal Vandal Savage.
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Vandal Savage






Vandal Savage is a fictional[image: External link] supervillain[image: External link] published by DC Comics.

In 2009, Vandal Savage was ranked as IGN's 36th Greatest Comic Book Villain of All Time.[3]

Vandal Savage, under the name "Curtis Knox" made his live-action debut in Smallville[image: External link], portrayed by Dean Cain[image: External link]. The character was later introduced into The CW's Arrowverse, where he was portrayed by Casper Crump. He was the primary antagonist in the crossover episodes of season two of The Flash and season four of Arrow, and during the first season of DC's Legends of Tomorrow[image: External link].
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Vandal Savage first appeared in Green Lantern[image: External link] vol. 1 #10 (December 1943), and was created by Alfred Bester[image: External link] and Martin Nodell[image: External link]. Savage is immortal[image: External link],[4] and he has plagued the earth with crime and violence since before the beginning of recorded human history. He is a brilliant tactician with immense technological prowess. He is one of DC's most persistent villains and has fought hundreds of heroes throughout history.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Fictional character biography




In the days of prehistory[image: External link], 50,000 BC[image: External link], Savage was a caveman[image: External link] named Vandar Adg, leader of the Cro-Magnon[image: External link] Blood Tribe. He was bathed in the radiation[image: External link] of a mysterious meteorite[image: External link], which gave him incredible intellect and immortality. An observer from the Bear Tribe would later approach that same meteorite and become Savage's eternal nemesis, the Immortal Man[image: External link], possessing the power to resurrect[image: External link] as a new persona every time he is killed. According to Lex Luthor[image: External link], there may be evidence to suggest that Savage was the first cannibal on record. Though the Calculator[image: External link] took this to be a joke, Luthor was apparently serious, and Savage has not shown much regard for human life.

In the pre-" Crisis[image: External link]" universe, Savage was native to Earth-Two, but as seen in Action Comics #516, thousands of years in the past a sorcerer revealed to him both the future existence of the Justice Society[image: External link] (even showing him a battle he would have with them, with Hourman in their ranks), and the existence of Earth-One.

Savage's first mark in the history came when he and a select group of people successfully undermined and destroyed the lost city of Atlantis[image: External link]. That group of people became known as the Illuminati[image: External link], with Savage serving as its leader.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

He claims to have ruled hundreds of civilizations under hundreds of names: Khafre[image: External link], Cheops[image: External link] (builder of the pyramids), Alexander the Great[image: External link], Julius Caesar[image: External link] (though he has also claimed to have participated in the murder of Julius Caesar, but Pre-Crisis he claimed history was inaccurate and Brutus failed), Genghis Khan[image: External link], Blackbeard[image: External link], and Vlad the Impaler[image: External link], to name a few. He also terrorized Victorian era London as Jack the Ripper[image: External link]. He realized that his prominence could cause him to be killed accidentally, so he decided to work behind the scenes. He has also worked as close friends and advisers to the likes of Erik the Red[image: External link], William the Conqueror[image: External link] (whom he advised to invade England under the name Sir Von Savage), Napoleon Bonaparte[image: External link] as Marshal Savage, Otto von Bismarck[image: External link] (whom he helped to invade France as Baron Von Savage), and Adolf Hitler. He also led the Spanish Armada[image: External link] in its attempted invasion of England (suggesting he may have actually been Alonso Pérez de Guzmán[image: External link]). He was the court physician in France and even used the royal family for syphilis experiments.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Following DC's 2011 reboot of its continuity, The New 52[image: External link], Vandal Savage is revealed to have been a part of the Demon Knights[image: External link], an informal band of medieval-based characters operating in the Middle Ages of the DCU, opposing Mordru[image: External link] after the Fall of Camelot[image: External link]. This incarnation of Vandal Savage was less of a threatening, scheming villain and more a likeable, roguish thug. Savage was still a force to be reckoned with, but nonetheless bound to a deep-seated respect for "his fellow immortals" Etrigan[image: External link] and Madame Xanadu[image: External link], even taking a place among the assembled heroes.[5] He is eventually thought to be a traitor.[6] Savage ends up betraying Mordru in turn in order to pillage the supplies of the Horde.[7] He rejoins the rest of the Demon Knights saying that he planned this all along. It is unknown whether or not he is telling the truth. This behavior is more in line with the present-day Vandal Savage.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

During the Golden Age[image: External link], Savage battled the Justice Society of America after first meeting Green Lantern. He attempted to capture the members of the Justice Society out of revenge and place them in suspended animation using technology developed by the ISW member Brainwave[image: External link], but was thwarted by the Golden and Silver Age Flashes (Jay Garrick[image: External link] and Barry Allen), Barry travelling to Earth-2 after mysterious blackouts[image: External link] happened in cities where JSA members lived. He used a weapon to make them fight each other, captured Jay after the younger Barry beat him, and tried to capture Barry, trying to use an illusion to trap Barry in a suspended animation container. But Barry realised his trick and freed the heroes. This caused the JSA to revive.[8] Savage would continue to make various attacks on the Justice Society in later stories. He was also one of the founding members of the Injustice Society[image: External link], who were each assigned to capture or kill a JSA member and engineer five jailbreaks to each attack a location in an attempt to conquer the United States. While leading an army of prison escapees from Gartmoor prison whom he had incited to riot by dropping leaflets about the ISW from a plane, he attacked an airport where Federal planes were about to land, and captured Hawkman, before Green Lantern impersonated the Thinker during the 'trial' of the JSA and freed the JSA, who jailed the villains. He briefly formed a group of villains called Tartarus[image: External link].[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

After the events of the 2008 "Final Crisis[image: External link]" storyline, Savage found himself hardly affected by the event, aside from gaining more enemies. Knowing his developed hatred for the Justice Society, the re-installation of a new team consisting superheroes within the modern time known as the Justice League, quickly gained Savage’s attention to where he didn’t hesitate on forming a group of villains to make an attack on this new team so that they wouldn’t pose any threat towards Savage’s future goals. Yet, none would gain any more hatred from Savage than the supposed new Immortal Man, which was the mysterious Resurrection Man. Over time, Savage forgot many of his special powers, and never exhibited them to Barry Allen. After his recent fallout with the Justice League, Vandal Savage decided to take care of each member individually, starting with the newest Flash (Wally West). During this time, he operated the Villers Gallery, an antique salon on Fifth Avenue in New York City. A private investigator by the name of Harold Halston from Thermopolis, Wyoming had been investigating one Varney Sack at the request of a local realtor. Sack turned out to be Savage, and the immortal man killed Halston once he figured the private eye knew too much. In a showdown at the Club Neon, Wally, with the help of Frances Kane, fought Savage. He fell out of a window, but he disappeared before he hit the ground.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Savage surfaced again later, this time selling Velocity 9, a highly addictive super-speed drug of his own creation, which interfered with much of the existing drug trade in New York. He put an ad in the paper that attracted successful yuppies, whom he used to do his bidding by giving them Velocity 9 so they could perform high speed crimes. However, these junkies aged at magnificent rates and suffered strokes very easily.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Savage wished to use the heroin distribution network of mob boss Nick Bassaglia to distribute Velocity 9 to lawyers and stockbrokers, hoping to gain financial control of New York. However, Flash, who had gone looking for Bassaglia after he was kidnapped by Savage, was injected with Velocity 9. After giving him a short spurt of incredible speed, it took away his powers. Hoping that a second dose would make him another one of his junkies, Savage told Dr. Conrad Bortz to inject the Flash, who instead injected Savage, who ran away.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

He reappeared later, wanting money to leave the country. This money he attempted to acquire by kidnapping Rosie, the daughter of Wally's landlord, Mr. Gilchrist, with a ransom of five million dollars. He set many traps for the Flash, who was looking for Rosie, that led him to Barry Allen's grave, where Rosie was being kept. However, throughout all of this, Savage never showed his face.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

He is one of the main villains in the JLA: Year One storyline, working against the recently formed JLA, and harboring a deep hatred towards superheroes and the invading alien Appellaxians[image: External link]. During one confrontation with the aliens, Savage claims to have designed Stonehenge[image: External link] itself, which the aliens have just partially demolished. Savage also mentions that he shut down the Justice Society with "a few well-placed senators."[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 Immortal Man




Ultimately, Savage's enemy the Immortal Man erased himself from existence to save the world during the Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], and Mitch Shelley, the Resurrection Man[image: External link], an amnesiac with similar powers which actually came from nanobots, took over as Savage's nemesis. However, Savage's list of foes is not limited to those two characters. Having lived so long, Savage has butted heads with possibly every single hero[image: External link] featured in the DC Universe, most notably the Justice Society of America and the Justice League of America[image: External link]. Original Green Lantern Alan Scott (in comics, his very first opponent) has been portrayed as one of Savage's main enemies, as well as the original Flash, Jay Garrick. It has been revealed that Savage refers to Hawkman – who has been reincarnated for a few millennia – as "the cockroach". At present, in DC universe, Savage is about 54,001 years old, although different numbers have been given in the past, from two million years in his first depiction, to 31,637 years in recent issues of JSA: Classified.
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 DC One Million




Main article: DC One Million[image: External link]


In this series, it is learned Savage has a base deep inside the Egyptian Sphinx[image: External link]. A confrontation with Martian Manhunter[image: External link] leaves him with a burnt out eye, which seemingly afflicts him far into the future.

Savage will possibly meet his end after he has lived to the year A.D. 85,271 (as seen in the DC One Million[image: External link] storyline), when he is sent back in time to 20th century Montevideo[image: External link], Uruguay[image: External link], by a pair of doctored time traveling gauntlets, seconds before it is obliterated by a Rocket Red[image: External link] armorsuit carrying a huge nuclear payload, an action that was, ironically, ordered by Savage himself (Savage was hoping to use the gauntlets to move only through space and arrive at the 853rd century Metropolis[image: External link]). At this point, the time traveling hero Chronos is heard in the background, gloating about having conned Savage in retaliation for a previous adventure when Savage had him stranded in time.
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 Tartarus




After being foiled or after defeating some thugs, Savage is known to return for bloodthirsty revenge. This time he had his eyes set on the Titans, a team he had nearly defeated before they ruined his plans for a nuclear assault. This time, Savage decided to form a team of his own. To do this, Savage kidnapped the Titans member known as Omen[image: External link] and forced her to recruit the perfect team for him using her mental powers. Though Omen did what Savage commanded, she secretly selected a team that would quickly fall apart. Recruiting Gorilla Grodd[image: External link], Lady Vic[image: External link], Cheshire[image: External link], Siren[image: External link], and Red Panzer[image: External link], Savage formed the group Tartarus. Their first mission was to find the H.I.V.E. Mistress known as Adeline Wilson so that Savage could use her blood in an immortality serum. After slitting her throat, Savage and his team were confronted by the Titans. Red Panzer died in the fight, but Savage and his remaining team managed to escape by shooting Cheshire and using her as a distraction, leaving her to be captured by the Titans. After learning the location of Omen, the Titans found her and engaged in another fight with Tartarus that quickly ended after Siren switched sides.
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 Villains United




Main article: Villains United[image: External link]


Vandal Savage was seen in the final two issues of Villains United[image: External link]. Originally Savage was a member of Lex Luthor[image: External link]'s Society[image: External link], but he quit the Society and told Lex not to contact him for any reason after Luthor blew him off to welcome some less than competent new recruits. It is also plausible that Vandal quit because his daughter Scandal Savage[image: External link] was working against the Society as part of the Secret Six[image: External link].[9] When the Society lodged a final ambush against the Six, Savage threatened to kill Luthor if he didn't call off the attack, saying that he couldn't allow anyone to harm his daughter. This was shown to be due more to ulterior motives than fatherly love, as in issue three of the Secret Six miniseries it was revealed Savage wants his daughter to produce an heir with Catman[image: External link], and he's been putting bounties on the Secret Six's heads as a warning of what will happen to her lover, Knockout[image: External link], if she refuses him.[10] He has, however, been seen as a member of the Society's second incarnation underneath Libra during the Final Crisis. He actually even serves as one of its inner cabinet members.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Flash and JSA




Main article: One Year Later[image: External link]


Savage was seen as leader of a doomsday cult[image: External link]. He attempted to use a device to pull an asteroid into the Earth, but was thrown into space with the asteroid itself when the Flash[image: External link] reversed the polarity of the device.[11] Eventually the asteroid fell back on Earth with Savage, who found his power greatly diminished and having lived through what he called the worst year of his life. His immortality completely drained, he is still able to survive otherwise fatal wounds, but a brain tumor and a strong decay of his biological function are leading him to a fast death, with an estimated life span of eleven days. Savage tries to capture Alan Scott[image: External link] by baiting him with a grotesque (and disguised) Wesley Dodds[image: External link] clone, who, in fact, is his own clone. After a failed attempt to steal Scott's DNA, Savage is left alone in the rubble of his former secret base. Realizing that his clone could be considered his own offspring, and that the blood of his descendants has always renewed his strength, Savage cooks and eats his clone, renewing his energies at least for another year.[12]

Savage returns in the first story arc of the new Justice Society of America, the mastermind behind a group of Neo-Nazi[image: External link] superpowered villains called the Fourth Reich[image: External link] targeting the heirs of several Golden Age[image: External link] superhero bloodlines, in the belief that eliminating the bloodlines will eliminate the heroes' legacies and allow him to continue his goal of reshaping the world according to his own desires. He kills Minute Man[image: External link], General Glory[image: External link] and Mister America[image: External link], along with their families. The Fourth Reich kills nearly all Commander Steel's Family. In issue #4, after a battle with Wildcat[image: External link] and his newly discovered son, who is revealed to have the ability to turn into a cat-like creature at which Savage is surprised which he claims to have not been in 116 years, Savage is defeated when hit by a fire truck. He later reappears in Atlantis where he is revealed to have been behind the atrocities in Sub Diego[image: External link] and Black Manta[image: External link]'s occupation of the city.[13]
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 Salvation Run




Vandal Savage was one of the villains imprisoned on the "Hell Planet" of Salvation Run[image: External link]. He claims to have puzzled out the mechanical workings of the planet and used this knowledge to locate a "safe zone" without any of the predators that roam the rest of the world.[14] He intends to mate with the female supervillains in his group, and produce an immortal progeny. He has placated some of the more willful of the females (like Phobia[image: External link] and Cheetah[image: External link]) by promising each of them that they will be his queen when he rules the planet. Ultimately, Savage escapes back to Earth along with the rest of the imprisoned villains following an attack by Parademons[image: External link] sent by Desaad[image: External link] (who used the planet as a training ground).
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 Final Crisis




After returning to Earth, in Final Crisis[image: External link] Vandal Savage is placed on the new Society's inner circle by Libra[image: External link]. As he says to Lex Luthor, Vandal is willing to follow Libra in exchange for his heart's desire, an end to his boredom.

In Final Crisis: Revelations[image: External link], the Order of the Stone (the followers of Cain[image: External link]) comes in possession of the Spear of Destiny. Later, a group of followers led by Sister Wrack enter Vandal Savage's tent. They plunge the Spear of Destiny into Vandal's body. Thus Cain is reborn in him, and agrees to lead the Followers into punishing the Spectre[image: External link] for branding him[image: External link] because of his ancient crime[image: External link].[15] Using the Spear, Cain is able to separate the Spectre from his human host, and make him his slave.[16] Cain's plans are undone by Renee Montoya[image: External link], who manages to steal the Spear and reunite the Spectre with his host. The Spectre, forbidden by God to kill Cain, instead sentences him to walk the Earth, unable to disguise himself, being forever reviled and persecuted by the rest of the human race and denied rest until God says otherwise (the Mark of Cain[image: External link]).[17]

The superhero team known as the Outsiders[image: External link] come into conflict with a mysterious group calling themselves the Insiders, who are tracking down the fragments of the meteorite that granted Savage his immortality. It is ultimately revealed that the Insiders were members of Savage's tribe who were also exposed to the meteorite and gained immortality. Savage (still possessing the Mark of Cain) forms a temporary alliance with fellow immortal and cult leader (as well as at times Mass Murderer) Ra's al Ghul to thwart the group's plan.

Whether true or not, Vandal Savage has come to believe he literally is the Biblical Cain. The mark he still bears hampers his ability to do his business and thus he attempts to pass it off - to either the Question or the Huntress. He succeeds, imparting the mark to the Question, who accepts to be branded to spare the Huntress from the disfigurement and the pain[18] (despite the fact that The Question later proves how the brand could be suppressed by acknowledging the flaws, the shortcomings and the guilt of the bearer, a feat made seemingly impossible by Vandal Savage's mindset).[19]
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 Batman: The Return of Bruce Wayne




In the distant past, Bruce Wayne, an apparent amnesiac, walks out of the cave where Anthro died in the prehistoric times and is discovered by a tribe of primitives led by Vandal Savage, who attempts to kill Wayne in the belief that he is a member of the "Sky People." Savage held Wayne hostage until a younger member of the tribe freed him and aided in his subsequent fight against Savage's mob.[20]

In the 1800s, Vandal Savage, under the name of "Monsewer Sauvage" and currently weak from a cancer in his intestines, wants Jonah Hex to eliminate the man who has been attacking his men, while Savage attempts to torture a woman whose family have been entrusted with a box, marked with the symbol of the bat, that they are to keep sealed until its owner comes to claim it. When he finds from the "doctor" torturing the girl how to open the box; Savage and the doctor escape in a carriage, with the girl and the box, while Batman is busy with Vandal's thugs. Batman catches up with the carriage which eventually falls into a nearby river. The doctor and Savage fall in but when they get out they come face to face with the Batman. Vandal, in an opium fueled delusion (due to the amount of opium he had consumed for the cancer), sees Batman as an actual bat, compared to the girl and Alan Wayne (who had been on the way to kill himself when the carriage had careened into the river) whom he sees as skeletons, and remembers that night thousands of years ago when a bat-man had appeared. He is then knocked out by Batman.[21]
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 The New 52




In The New 52[image: External link] (a reboot of the DC Comics universe), Vandal Savage is a supporting character in Demon Knights[image: External link], a story based on Arthurian[image: External link] Lore, co-starring with characters like Etrigan the Demon[image: External link], Madame Xanadu[image: External link], and Shining Knight[image: External link].[22] This story taking place in the Middle Ages, Savage is, at this point, traveling the world content to simply enjoy life, living for wine, women, and war.[23] He is a master tactician and incredibly strong, and uses his many skills that he's picked up over his long lifetime to aid his teammates.[24]

An older Savage appears in DC Universe Presents[image: External link], fashioned as a serial killer. He claims to be of ancient origin, his crimes sacrifices to forgotten gods. He has a daughter named Kassandra (aka Kass Sage), who is a police officer.[25]

During the Trinity War[image: External link] storyline, Vandal Savage appears as a member of the Secret Society of Super Villains. He assists Giganta[image: External link] and Signalman[image: External link] into tracking Pandora[image: External link]. After Giganta was subdued, Vandal Savage steps in and the two fight, until Pandora seemingly kills him. However, Vandal Savage gets up and demands that Pandora give him the box, or else he will continue to try to find a way to kill her. To his surprise, Pandora willingly gives him the box as she thinks she needs him to open it. Vandal Savage takes the box and fails to open it, with Pandora noting that he must have some good on his conscience.[26]

A recent storyline where Superman loses his powers is revealed to be part of a complex plan by Vandal Savage to undermine the world's heroes before abducting several members of the Justice League, using them to power a machine that will draw in the asteroid that gave him his immortality while triggering that power in various modern descendants of his. Although Superman is able to regain his powers by subjecting himself to a dangerous form of 'chemotherapy' where he deliberately exposes himself to kryptonite to burn away what radiation was preventing his cells from absorbing sunlight,[27] analysis reveals that Superman is now absorbing power from kryptonite that will soon kill him. Despite this, Superman refuses to give in, as various minor heroes assist him in confronting Savage's descendants before he takes Metallo's kryptonite heart (willingly donated) and charges into Savage's base.[28] Although Savage is able to use the asteroid and the drained Justice League to charge his children's powers, the energy exposure burns away the last of the radiation contaminating Superman's cells, allowing him to literally fall into the Fortress of Solitude[image: External link]- 'stolen' by Vandal as part of his plans- and regain the last of his powers.[29] Using his enhanced abilities, Savage attempts to win Superman's loyalty by revealing that the asteroid that empowered him could have hit Krypton before it was redirected to Earth, suggesting that a Kryptonian with his powers would have saved the planet, and then showing him a vision of a future where Savage rules the world with Superman as his general against enemy threats, but Superman rejects both of these visions as he genuinely doesn't believe that strength alone solves anything, working with Savage's son the Puzzler to push the asteroid back out of Earth orbit.[30]
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 Powers and abilities




Since exposure to an unusual radiation generated by a crashed meteor, Savage has been functionally immortal, remaining unaged for over fifty thousand years and possessing a degree of enhanced healing and conditioning, although this ability is intermittently portrayed between allowing him to recover from any injuries sustained to just allowing him to survive anything that might kill him; he is even capable of getting drunk like any normal human. The radiation also gave Savage slightly increased strength, stamina, and speed, and enhanced his intellect. Savage is still vulnerable to external damage; the stories have shown him healing almost instantaneously to taking as long as a normal human. Savage still feels pain, but over time he has developed great endurance to it. His long life span has allowed him to gain a broad range of knowledge in a variety of fields, as well as granting him a great deal of influence over the world in general and the villain community in particular. Since a recent experience when he was trapped on an asteroid, Savage's immortality has been weakened, forcing him to cannibalize his own children and clones to try and replenish his energy.

Recent stories have revealed that Savage was suffering from cancer when he acquired his immortality. As a result, while the cancerous cells in his body naturally cannot kill him, they cause him intermittent pain throughout his life, Savage being unable to have them removed as they are considered to be as much a part of his body as his healthy tissue.

Vandal Savage is stated to be Cain[image: External link], the first murderer himself, and as such he may be as old as the entire human race. He briefly wore the Mark of Cain, a metaphysical scarring with a cross pattern disfiguring his face, until he passed it to Renee Montoya[image: External link]. Though the mark can be suppressed by willpower and by the recognition of one's shortcomings and flaws, Vandal Savage never realized it, instead trying to force the mark on other people.

In the DCnU story line it was revealed the irradiated meteor which gave Savage his Immortality and augmented physicality was Kryptonian in origin. Im-El, an ancestor of Kal-El's, managed to avert a cataclysmic impact event instead by sending it hurtling towards prehistoric earth. A meteor fragment of said asteroid was what gave Savage his bolstered physique and immortality, it also had the effect of bestowing the progeny of his family line with odd powers and abilities as well as augmenting them, his own included. The closer Savage's comet came to the planet, the more these powers bestowed by them would intensify, to the point that Savage can batter and wound a weakened Superman long before the astral body would pass. When in full view of the celestial element, not only were all of his powers vastly augmented, to the point he could stalemate a re-powered Superman, but he could fly and emit energy as a form of comet tail. The extent of all these new abilities bestowed to him was not fully explored, as the comet was forced away before it could be explored in greater depth.
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 Other versions
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 Batman: Dark Knight Dynasty




Vandal Savage is the villain in the 1997 Elseworlds[image: External link] limited series[image: External link] Batman: Dark Knight Dynasty[image: External link]. In this story, Savage is obsessed with recovering the meteor that gave him his immortality, believing that it will reveal why he became what he has. Over the centuries, he finds himself opposing the members of the Wayne family, starting with medieval knight Sir Joshua of Wainwright, to contemporary Bruce Wayne (Vandal saved Bruce's parents from the mugging that killed them otherwise, but killed them when Bruce was an adult to ensure they did not stop him from reacquiring the meteor, only for him and Bruce to perish when they fell to Earth after a battle in space), to futuristic Vice President Brenda Wayne, admiring their spirit and strength of character even as he refuses to allow them to stop his efforts. At the conclusion of this last battle, Vandal is left drifting through space on the meteor, determined to learn the purpose of his life.
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 Kingdom Come




In the limited series Kingdom Come[image: External link], Vandal Savage is a member of Lex Luthor[image: External link]'s Mankind Liberation Front, but is captured by Batman[image: External link] and his allies when he is mauled by that timeline's version of Wildcat.
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 Star Trek/Legion of Super-Heroes




Savage appears in the Star Trek[image: External link]/Legion of Super-Heroes[image: External link] crossover[image: External link], co-published by DC Comics and IDW Publishing[image: External link] in 2011. In the 6 issue miniseries, the crew of the USS Enterprise[image: External link] join forces with the Legion of Super-Heroes after they are both accidentally thrown into an alternate timeline. In this timeline, Earth rules a galactic empire and is led by Vandal Savage. Kirk[image: External link] realizes Savage is also the mysterious immortal Flint[image: External link]. Savage/Flint had captured Q[image: External link] during a visit to the distant past and used his power to accelerate Earth's development and create an empire. While half of the group go back in time to discover when history diverged, the rest confront "Emperor Vandar the First" in the future, with Kirk denouncing Vandar as nothing but the stupid caveman he was at the beginning, incapable of seeing beyond the idea that violence is the only way forward. The alternate timeline is undone when Spock[image: External link] and Brainiac 5[image: External link] release Q in the past; Q's escape undoes Vandar's changes and splits Vandal and Flint back into separate entities, Flint being a Vandal Savage who turned his life towards art and science rather than conquest.
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 Flashpoint




In the 1999 Elseworlds story "Flashpoint" (not to be confused with the 2011 crossover story arc of the same name[image: External link]), Savage runs a space-exploration corporation with the help of the crippled Barry Allen. He tries to use technology stolen from J'onn J'onzz[image: External link] to kill humanity (he wants to commit suicide in the grandest manner possible), but is killed by Barry Allen, who sacrifices his life to stop the alien device.[31]
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 The Multiversity




Another version of Savage, this one an interdimensional pirate, features in The Society of Superheroes #1, part of the Grant Morrison[image: External link]-written 2014 limited series The Multiversity[image: External link]. This Vandal Savage is a native of Earth-40, a world dominated by pulp fiction[image: External link] villains. With a crew that includes versions of Lady Shiva[image: External link] and Blockbuster[image: External link], he invades Earth-20, another pulp-inspired world with a cadre of heroes led by Doc Fate[image: External link]. Savage sets his sights on Immortal Man[image: External link], needing to spill immortal blood to raise the demon Niczhuotan. Immortal Man overpowers Savage and it is Savage's own blood that is spilled. Although he dies, Savage's purpose has been fulfilled.
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 Children




Being immortal has not stopped Vandal Savage from procreating. Scandal Savage[image: External link] is his daughter and the only one of his children he considers his heir. He has trained her in combat since she was a young child. Scandal is a member of the Secret Six[image: External link] and by her own admission is "damned hard to kill". The demon Grendel[image: External link] (from Beowulf[image: External link]) is also one of Vandal Savage's children[32] claiming that Vandal Savage "mounted the cave beast of my mother[image: External link]". He refers to Vandal as Cain, the first murderer. Within the New 52 he has another daughter named Kassandra Sage, an FBI agent who reluctantly consults her imprisoned father on a case.
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 In other media
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 Television
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 Animation





	Vandal Savage is seen in several episodes of the animated series[image: External link] Justice League[image: External link] voiced by Phil Morris[image: External link]. In this version, in addition to being an ageless immortal, Savage also has superhuman regenerative powers; allowing him to heal and regenerate any injuries instantly to leave no trace of damage. His origin is the same as that of his comic book counterpart, except it is revealed in the episode "Maid of Honor" his age is half of that in the comics - 25,000 years. He first appears in "The Savage Time," where Vandal's future self goes back in time and gives his past self technology to help the Germans win World War II. His plans are thwarted by the Justice League[image: External link], along with the help of the Blackhawks[image: External link] and Easy Company[image: External link]. He next appears in "Maid of Honor," where he claims to be his own grandson and is betrothed to Princess Audrey in order to become the ruler of Kasnia, seeking command of a satellite rail gun before it is destroyed by the Justice League. The two part episode "Hereafter", features a version of Savage from an alternate future, in which he succeeded in destroying all life on Earth. Having lived alone for 30,000 years, he regrets his earlier actions. Working with a time displaced Superman[image: External link]- who had been seemingly killed by the Superman Revenge Squad a few months before Vandal destroyed humanity but had really been sent to the future- Vandal is able to reset the timeline by sending the Man of Steel back to the 20th century via his new time machine (something that he couldn't do himself as the machine prevented him going back to a time where he already existed). As a result of the timeline being reset and his destruction of life on Earth undone, the alternate future Vandal Savage quietly thanked his friend, Superman, before peacefully being erased from existence, finally at peace with his newfound redemption. What has happened with his 20th century counterpart after he was stopped by the League, however, is not known.

	Vandal Savage appears in Young Justice[image: External link] voiced by Miguel Ferrer[image: External link] as the main antagonist of the series and the leader of "The Light[image: External link]" (Project Cadmus[image: External link]' Board of Directors). In the show, Vandal has 3 facial scars, which he got after he was mauled by a giant bear.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Live action





	During the season 7 episode of Smallville called "Cure", the character of Dr. Curtis Knox (portrayed by Dean Cain[image: External link]) is an immortal who has lived for centuries under various names, and has actually been historical figures such as Napoleon Bonaparte[image: External link] and Jack the Ripper[image: External link], as well as being an apparent member of the Nazi party. The character was originally referred to as Vandal Savage in the script, but the producers were told by the studio that they couldn't use that name. However, it is still implied that the character of Knox is just Vandal Savage using an alias. This notion is reinforced years later when the Vandal Savage character uses the alias Curtis Knox in an episode of Legends of Tomorrow.[33]


	Vandal Savage appears on episode eight of the second season of The Flash and the corresponding episode of the fourth season of Arrow, portrayed by Casper Crump. This version of the villain has had his origin story combined with that of the character Hath-Set[image: External link].[34] Hath-Set is an Egyptian priest who kills Prince Khufu and Priestess Chay-Ara. The three are exposed to dark matter from meteorites, later revealed to originate from Thanagar, which grants Hath-Set immortality and Khufu and Chay-Ara the ability to reincarnate.[35] For 4,000 years, as Vandal Savage, he kills each of Khufu and Chay-Ara's incarnations throughout history to retain his immortality. He serves as mentor to some of history's greatest conquerors, including Julius Caesar and Genghis Khan, and amasses a wealth of knowledge on many subjects, training both Robin Hood[image: External link] and Harry Houdini[image: External link]. He caused the 1887 Yellow River flood[image: External link] simply to kill Khufu and Shiera; 2,000,000 people died in the disaster. He attempts to force the Flash and Green Arrow to betray Carter Hall and Kendra Saunders by threatening to destroy Star City and Central City with the Staff of Horus. He succeeds, and most of the heroes and their teams die, but the Flash survives, travels back in time and warns Green Arrow. When the events play out the second time, the heroes defeat Savage, and he is reduced to ashes by the Staff. His ashes are later collected by Malcolm Merlyn, who claims that Savage now owes him a debt.

	Vandal Savage returns as the main antagonist of the first season of Legends of Tomorrow, reprised by Casper Crump.[36] Destined to conquer the world by around 2166, Rip Hunter reveals that Vandal Savage cannot be killed for good unless Hawkgirl delivers the killing blow with a dagger that Shiera was holding at the moment of her first death, but will otherwise be brought back to life from a single cell. The subsequent series focuses on Rip Hunter and his assembled team tracking Savage through various points in history, ranging between the past and the future, attempting to limit his allies and eliminate his resources, such as attempting to infiltrate the bank where he kept his finances in 1975 or thwarting his attempt to create a Soviet Firestorm in 1986. In the pilot, it is shown that Savage was responsible for the deaths of Rip's wife and son. By 2166, as he is a dictator, he is also the father of a young woman who goes by Cassandra.[37] In the episode, "Night of the Hawk", Vandal uses the name, Dr. Curtis Knox, as an alias, a reference to Smallville.[38] After the team have been chasing him around various periods of history trying to limit his powers, they learn that Savage is actually working with the Time Masters who see him as the only one who can avert a Thanagarian invasion to occur after 2166. But once the Time Masters lost their ability to influence time, Savage uses the time machine they provided to enact his own plan. This involved Savage contacing two past versions of himself to conduct a ritual with the meteorites to wipe all out time after ancient Egypt by causing a complex temporal paradox detonating three Thanagarian meteorites in three different times. However, the radiation exposure rendered Savage mortal, leaving him and his past selves opened to be killed by Rip and the team in the season finale, the team identifying the three time periods where Earth and Thanagar are in a rare moment of alignment after Savage will have acquired the three meteors, with Rory, Sara, Kendra and Rip killing Savage in the three time periods while Ray and Firestorm dispose of the meteors in their time periods, leaving Rip to use the Waverider to drop the third into the sun.
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 Film





	Vandal Savage appears as the main antagonist in the animated film Justice League: Doom[image: External link] with Phil Morris[image: External link] reprising his role from the Justice League animated series.[39]


	Vandal Savage appears in the animated film Lego DC Comics Super Heroes: Justice League: Cosmic Clash[image: External link], voiced again by Phil Morris. After Brainiac[image: External link] scatters the Justice League across time, Batman and Flash use the Cosmic treadmill[image: External link] to travel to the Stone Age to find Wonder Woman. That timeline's Vandal (who has not yet experienced the Meteorite that gave him his intellect and immortality) enslaved several cavewomen in hopes of forming an empire with them, until Wonder Woman (who had her memories warped to stabilize the timeline) arrived to banish him and his male warriors. Vandal is then seen by Batman holding a cavewoman hostage. When Batman frees the hostage, she captures Vandal and Batman and takes them to Wonder Woman to be roasted in a pit of lava. Batman manages to free him and Vandal from the restraints and Vandal gets away. The present day Vandal can be seen at the beginning of the film being arrested by the Justice League and forced into a police car.
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 Video games





	Vandal Savage appears in DC Universe Online[image: External link], voiced by Brian Talbot.
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Atom (Ray Palmer)






This article is about the superhero who can shrink his body. For the superhero with atomic absorption and superhuman strength, see Captain Atom[image: External link].

The Atom[image: External link] (Dr. Ray Palmer) is a fictional superhero[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by DC Comics. The character was created by editor and co-plotter Julius Schwartz[image: External link], writer Gardner Fox[image: External link] and penciler[image: External link] Gil Kane[image: External link]. The Atom was one of the first superheroes of the Silver Age of comic books[image: External link] and debuted in Showcase[image: External link] #34 (October 1961).





TOP
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 Publication history




The Atom debuted in Showcase[image: External link] #34 ( cover-dated[image: External link] Oct. 1961) from the DC Comics precursor, National Comics.[1] Early comics-fandom pioneer, Jerry Bails[image: External link], corresponded the National Comics editor Julius Schwartz[image: External link] in December 1960 outlining an updated version of Al Pratt[image: External link], the company's 1940s Golden Age[image: External link] Atom.[2] Bails, and future Marvel Comics[image: External link] editor-in-chief, Roy Thomas[image: External link] collaborated on a suggested version that incorporated elements of the Golden Age hero, Quality Comics[image: External link]' Doll Man[image: External link].[3] Eventual Atom writer Gardner Fox[image: External link] wrote Bails on January 1, 1961, stating that Schwartz passed along Bails' letter to him.


...so that I might write and let you know that okay okay okay (this is hush-hush) an Atom book may get under way [sic] in the next month or so. I am trying to cook up some "new" super-powers for him in.... Your own suggestions are excellent and most especially the one about the atomic compression of his body, which is to be a feature of the "new" Atom. I have seen art samples of how he will look. ... [A]t the present moment the intent is to make him a college student rather than the scientific experimenter you have in mind. This is all talk, mind you — nothing definite.[4]



Schwartz wrote Bails on January 6 saying he had already been planning a new version of the Atom, in the vein of National's reimagined Golden Age superheroes the Flash and Green Lantern, and had already asked artist Gil Kane[image: External link] to sketch designs.[5] Kane, unaware of Bails' suggestions,[6] said he did "a series of drawings" on large illustration boards, including a depiction of the new Atom riding a German shepherd[image: External link] dog and another of a pistol firing at the Atom, who wore the costume he eventually would in his comic debut but without a belt.[7] Kane, who lived in Jericho, New York[image: External link], on Long Island[image: External link], at the time, drove to the nearby Hicksville[image: External link] home of DC production person Tom Nicolosi, who colored the drawings using St. Martin's dyes.[7] Schwartz, after seeing the drawings, had the belt added, a detail Kane said he disliked since "it broke up the costume lines."[8] Schwartz said he had not wanted to reuse the Golden Age Atom, Al Pratt, and had read about dwarf stars and thought a fragment of one could power the new hero's miniaturization. He added that he and Fox together plotted the early stories of this new Silver Age Atom.[9] Fox said in 1979, "I doubt that any feedback from Bails or Thomas had very much of an influence, though always kept their ideas in the back of our minds."[10]

His civilian name, Ray Palmer, was an homage to science-fiction[image: External link] magazine editor Raymond A. Palmer[image: External link].[11]
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 Silver Age




Raymond "Ray" Palmer, is a physicist and professor at Ivy University in the fictional city of Ivy Town[image: External link], somewhere in New England[image: External link], specializing in matter compression as a means to fight overpopulation, famine and other world problems. Using a mass of white dwarf star[image: External link] matter he finds after it lands on Earth, Palmer fashions a lens[image: External link] that enables him to shrink any object to any degree he wishes. Compression destabilizes an object's molecular structure, however, causing it to explode.

During a spelunking[image: External link] expedition, Palmer and his students, along with his girlfriend, lawyer Jean Loring[image: External link], find themselves trapped in a cave. In desperation, Palmer secretly uses the lens he has carried with him to shrink himself in order to be able to climb through a small opening in the fallen rocks sealing the cave, knowing he will likely explode. Using a diamond[image: External link] engagement ring[image: External link], Palmer enlarges the hole sufficiently and descends to the floor to try to alert the others of the escape route before dying. However, upon entering the lens' beam, he finds himself returned to normal size and without danger of exploding. As the lens is covered with cave moisture, Palmer believes this has altered the beam to allow this strange effect. When subsequent experiments still result in objects exploding, Palmer concludes some unknown force in his own body allows him to safely size-shift. He decides to use this effect to become a superhero.[12] A retcon[image: External link] in Brightest Day: The Atom Special (July 2010) removes the influence of his exotic physical makeup, tying his survival instead to the discovery of a compression matrix, a fabric able to spread the effects of the ray on the entire body, stabilizing it. The prototype matrix later became his costume. In the same issue, Palmer's father was introduced, contradicting issues of DC Comics Presents and The Atom Special #1, which showed that Palmer's parents had died while he was young.[13]

Palmer creates a belt tool to control his miniaturization to subatomic[image: External link] size with an emergency backup mechanism in his gloves, and develops a costume that he can wear at most times that only becomes visible when he shrinks significantly. In addition, he develops equipment that allows him to decrease his weight in addition to his size, allowing him to glide on air currents on a low setting, while a high setting allows him to handle or strike objects with the equivalent strength of his normal size and build. A favorite travel method is to call some location on the telephone[image: External link] and when the phone is answered, Palmer can shrink enough to travel through the phone lines in seconds to emerge out the answering phone.

He carries out the bulk of his early superheroic adventures in Ivy Town, where he often helps his girlfriend, Jean Loring, win her cases. Much later, he gains the innate equivalent powers within his own body.

Palmer has fought against several alien and supernatural threats, as well as having his own rogues gallery: his arch enemy is Chronos the Time Bandit, the menace of the Bug-Eyed Bandit[image: External link], the dangerous eco-terrorist Floronic Man[image: External link], and the miniature misguided Bat-Knights of Elvaran[image: External link]. He also had several time travel[image: External link] adventures by means of Professor Alpheus V. Hyatt's Time Pool. The Atom is a member of several incarnations of the Justice League[image: External link], and the team is gracious enough to supply a special chair scaled to his default size which can elevate to whatever height needed so he can easily partake in team meetings without having to go out of costume. There, he meets Hawkman (Katar Hol[image: External link] pre- Hawkworld[image: External link], Carter Hall post-Hawkworld), one of his closest friends in the superhero community. Neither character achieved major popularity, and even in their heyday were mostly supporting characters, often with Palmer as a specialist in size alteration who was often needed to access extremely confined areas only he could access. Hawkman would manufacture prosthetic[image: External link] wings for a myna[image: External link] Ray saved, taking on the name Major Mynah and became the Atom's partner and steed.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sword of the Atom, Power of the Atom, and Teen Titans




The Atom had one short-lived miniseries[image: External link] and three subsequent specials, all titled Sword of the Atom, in which Palmer abandons civilization after divorcing his wife Jean, who had an affair with fellow lawyer Paul Hoben, and becomes the heroic paragon of a tribe of six-inch (152 mm) -tall yellow-skinned humanoid aliens called Morlaidhans[image: External link] in the jungles of South America[image: External link]. He also becomes consort to their princess, Laethwyn. Palmer bequeaths his size-changing belt and role as Ivy Town's protector to Jean's new husband, Hoben. During this time, Palmer's friend Norman Brawler pens the book The Atom's Farewell, in which he reveals Palmer's identity as the Atom.

Eventually the colony is destroyed, despite Palmer's attempt to save it, by a group associated with the US Government acting as loggers[image: External link].[14] Palmer is forced to escape via the telephone to North America[image: External link]. In the attempt, he fails to anticipate that the connection will involve satellite[image: External link] relay and the unexpectedly arduous trip causes him to remain at approximately three feet high and without his costume's size changing equipment.

With the help of a friend, Ray creates a new costume from the material of the white dwarf star. This time, instead of a belt, Palmer uses an encephalotronic grid in the costume's headpiece to control the costume. The grid is keyed to his unique brainwaves. This enables him to transfer his mass into an unknown dimension which allows him to alter his size and weight just by thinking about it. He can even make the new costume appear or disappear with a thought by shifting most of its atoms to or from the other dimension. This allows him to be in costume while at full height or to shrink without having to have his costume appear. He can even increase his weight while remaining six inches (152 mm) tall or reduce his weight while remaining at full size. Ray often does this and is then light enough to ride wind currents, where he actually appears to be flying to a limited degree. Palmer also develops a mental link with the white dwarf matter to which he has been regularly exposed. Most of the mass lies within another dimension. Ray can draw upon that mass and hit with a super-concussive force. He has been shown to punch through concrete walls, crush an exam table and break the axle of a car that is moving at high speed.

Palmer would learn of those behind the genocide of the Morlaidhans, namely five CIA[image: External link] operatives, part of a group called the Cabal. In a mission called Operation: Fireball, the tiny aliens were murdered in hopes Ray would return as the Atom and become a tool for the Cabal (as Ray worked for the CIA in his earlier years). Instead, Palmer shrank the five agents to six-inch height and the CIA would employ them as a group called Micro/Squad. The Atom would take on new enemies during this period, such as Humbug, a sentient robot in control of an army of duplicates of itself, and Strobe, a technological armor-clad crook. Micro/Squad would also return, attempting to murder Palmer for what he did to them. Instead, teammate Ginsburg dies in the explosion they set and Ray approaches Adam Cray[image: External link] about becoming the new Atom in order to bring the remaining Micro/Squad into the open. Cray agrees, steals Paul Hoben's size-changing belt, and joins the Suicide Squad[image: External link]. The plan works as the villains emerge and Palmer takes the place of operative Sting; but their leader, Blacksnake, kills Cray and takes the belt for himself, returning to normal height. Blacksnake murders the remaining members of his crew as Ray arrives, revealing himself, posing as Sting, and battles him. After Blacksnake is defeated, the Cabal employs Task Force X II to murder him in order to protect their secrets.

Later, during the events of Zero Hour[image: External link], Palmer is rejuvenated to a teenage state and develops the ability to grow in height in addition to his previous abilities, all of which he was capable of controlling innately without using his white dwarf star-based equipment. He becomes field leader of a new group of Teen Titans[image: External link], composed of hybrids of human beings and the H'San Natall[image: External link], after a chance meeting with Isaiah Crockett[image: External link] on his first day attending Ivy University. As a former member of the Justice League, Palmer viewed his affiliation with the Teen Titans as a step backward. The group primarily battled the Veil[image: External link], an anti-alien organization that employed Deathstroke and Dark Nemesis[image: External link], but it's revealed that their leader Pylon was actually a H'San Natall. They would also face Jugular (hired by the H'San Natall) and Loren Jupiter's son Jarrod, aka Haze. The Atom's new growth powers were instrumental in the battle against Sekhmet of the Millennium Giants. Ray subsequently regains his original age and memories and loses his new powers after he begins to rapidly age and Waverider[image: External link] has to use DNA taken prior to his rejuvenation to restore him to his original state. Palmer returns to his teaching job at Ivy University, but also becomes an associate and alternate member of the JLA. With his exit from the Teen Titans, the group disbands. One notable student under Palmer was Ronnie Raymond, who, without the knowledge of elements of Martin Stein[image: External link], found difficulty in fully employing his abilities as Firestorm.
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In JLA/Avengers[image: External link], Ray appears first as taking the place of Wally West[image: External link] during the Justice League's mission to the Marvel Universe[image: External link] when he realizes that there is no Speed Force[image: External link] in the other reality. The Justice League arrives and battles a group of monsters while searching for the Ultimate Nullifier[image: External link], but Ray stays behind after a brief confrontation with the Avengers[image: External link], where he sees them meeting with Metron[image: External link] who gives a story different from the one given to the League by The Grandmaster[image: External link]. Intrigued at this turn of events, Ray jumped on Metron's chair, which took him to the Grandmaster's base. When Batman and Captain America[image: External link] arrive, having tracked Metron with the aid of equipment provided by the Fantastic Four[image: External link], he shows them that while the Grandmaster is trying to stop Krona[image: External link], his team in his game is the League, rather than his own universe's Avengers. When the Grandmaster merges the universes to stop Krona, Ray disappears until the two teams join up to go after Krona himself. Ray participates in the battle and ends up disappearing after Krona's defeat.
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Main articles: Identity Crisis (DC Comics)[image: External link] and Countdown to Final Crisis[image: External link]


In the 2004-05 limited series[image: External link] Identity Crisis, Jean Loring kills Sue Dibny[image: External link], the wife of the Elongated Man[image: External link]. After stealing some of the Atom's shrinking technology and his costume, she kills Sue in a misguided attempt to win Palmer back. She also arranges a hit on Tim Drake[image: External link]'s father which is carried out by Captain Boomerang[image: External link] (Digger Harkness). The intent is for Jack Drake to kill some random attacker, but both manage to kill each other. After committing her to Arkham Asylum[image: External link], Palmer shrinks himself to microscopic size and disappears.[12]

Palmer eventually meets up with his old friend Carter Hall after microscopically traveling through phone lines. He warns Hall of the consequences of mindwiping[image: External link] Batman[image: External link] and of harassing criminals over a crime that is perpetrated by Jean, one of their own. Palmer explains he needs time away, and shrinks himself again after Hall agrees to keep the meeting secret.[15]

His legacy lived on, however. Ryan Choi[image: External link], a student of Physics[image: External link] in Hong Kong[image: External link] that corresponded with Ray Palmer via mail in the past, found a copy of his costume and shrinking device to become the current Atom. Around this same time, an unnamed teenager with powers similar to Palmer joins the Teen Titans under the name Molecule[image: External link]. After a brief tenure with the team, he is later killed during a confrontation with the Terror Titans[image: External link].

During the missing year[image: External link], Palmer's technology is employed by Supernova[image: External link] to shrink and grow in size in order to enter and exit the bottle city of Kandor[image: External link].

DC Comics would not reveal Palmer's whereabouts since his disappearance at the end of Identity Crisis[image: External link].[16] However, Palmer returned to play a very important role in the Countdown[image: External link] limited series. A Monitor[image: External link] asks the Source Wall[image: External link] what is the solution to "the great disaster," it answers "Ray Palmer". Subsequently Kyle Rayner[image: External link], Donna Troy[image: External link] and Jason Todd[image: External link] scour the Multiverse for the former Atom, who just might hold the key to saving reality from a crisis of unparalleled proportions."[17]

In their travels, the quartet has found people marked with the Atom's familiar symbol. The group tracks Palmer to Earth-51, where he assumes the life of its native Palmer after his life is cut short during his studies of the Multiverse and discovery of the looming Crisis. Meeting the Jean of Earth-51 and the Justice League again for the first time, Palmer is found on a world where the heroes have been able to eradicate supercrime and create a utopian Earth (later revealed to have been the result of this reality's Batman murdering all of this world's super-criminals after the Joker[image: External link] killed Jason Todd). However, once Kyle, Donna, Jason and Bob the Monitor[image: External link] are able to track him down, Bob attempts to kill Palmer; with the Challengers' help, Palmer escapes and reveals to the Challengers that it was the Ray Palmer of Earth-51 who was meant to stop the Great Disaster and that he had been trying to carry on his work, to no avail.[12]

When the Challengers return to their own Earth, Jimmy Olsen[image: External link] is kidnapped by Mary Marvel[image: External link], who has been corrupted by Darkseid[image: External link].[18] Palmer hitches a ride from within Jimmy. When Darkseid takes control of Jimmy's powers, Palmer locates and shuts down the control sphere inside Jimmy's brain, but is then swarmed by Apokoliptian antibodies. While escaping this onslaught, Palmer discovers the "battery" containing the New God spirit energies.[19] Palmer removes it from Jimmy's head and shatters it, releasing the energies.[20]

Palmer later (after much cajoling) joins Donna, Kyle, and Forager[image: External link] in their new mission as border guards to the Multiverse, realizing that there is nothing left for him on Earth anymore.[21] However, Palmer returns home to New Earth one more time, upon realizing that his old nemesis Chronos had taken his identity to mislead a young pretender to his identity, Ryan Choi[image: External link]. After helping his successor to once again save Ivy Town, he returns to the Multiverse with a new sense of fulfillment, leaving his town in the hands of a new, capable hero.[22]

During the Final Crisis[image: External link], Palmer returns to New Earth and works with Choi again to aid in the efforts to evacuate the last free humans.[23]

In the Justice League: Cry for Justice[image: External link] mini-series, it has been confirmed that Palmer will become a member of Hal Jordan[image: External link]'s new Justice League[image: External link].[24]
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Main article: Blackest Night[image: External link]


On the night of the superhero's memorial day, Palmer asks Hawkman to visit Jean's grave to be honored as a fallen member of the community, but Hawkman refuses because of what she did in Identity Crisis[image: External link].[25] Palmer is later shown speaking to Hawkman again, over the phone (unaware that his friend has been killed and reanimated as a Black Lantern[image: External link]). Atom is then invited to visit undead Hawkman in order to discuss his heartache over his wife.[26] Palmer is later revealed to have shrunk into Hawkman's ring, escaping certain death. Joining the battle between Hal Jordan[image: External link], Barry Allen, and the Black Lanterns, Palmer is set upon by Black Lanterns Ralph and Sue Dibny, who use his guilt over Jean's actions to try to feed on his compassion-filled heart. Palmer is saved from death by the Indigo Tribe[image: External link], who combine their light with Hal's to destroy the Dibnys and their rings. During the crisis, Palmer was able to deduce with the heroes that the black rings are simulations taking the identities of the deceased and needing to feed. The Indigo Tribe take the heroes to the Hall of Justice[image: External link], unceremoniously taking Hal Jordan and abandoning the rest when the Black Lanterns renew their attack.[27]

Palmer helps the heroes escape via a phone line, and then brings them to the JSA, who were also being attacked by Black Lanterns. During the crisis, Palmer meets Damage[image: External link], son of Al Pratt[image: External link], the first hero to be called Atom. The two heroes briefly acquainted during the battle, and begin to develop a friendship. Palmer stopped the Black Lantern Al Pratt from killing Damage, but was unable to keep the reanimated Jean from finishing the job.[28] Palmer made a futile attempt to stop one of the black rings from turning Damage's corpse into an undead before Jean used his own technology to shrink him, Mera, and herself into the fully transformed Damage's ring.[29] As Palmer and Mera battle Jean inside the black ring, Jean reveals Nekron[image: External link]'s plan along showing what is happening at Coast City[image: External link], as deceased residents and revived heroes arise as Black Lanterns under the demon lord's commands. Deadman[image: External link] witnesses their battle and plans to rescue Palmer and Mera from Jean.[30] Deadman saves Palmer and Mera by briefly possessing Jean, allowing them to escape and join the heroes against Nekron and his army. During the battle, Palmer is chosen as a deputy officer of the Indigo Tribe[image: External link] to be more effective against Nekron's forces. Although the Indigo Tribe eschews formal uniforms for tribal patterns over simple garments, Ray Palmer's costume is turned into a close approximation of the tattered Sword of the Atom clothings he had used in the past.[31]

Palmer's past is rehashed, showing that he never quite got over Jean, even during the days of Sword of the Atom. Indigo-1 claims that she can teleport the armies of each Lantern Corps onto Earth, if given time to meditate. The responsibility falls to Palmer to protect her while she does so. Before she enters her trance, she reveals to Palmer that the indigo staff and his overwhelming compassion allows him to mimic the other powers of the Lantern Corps; she demonstrates this by temporarily becoming a Red Lantern and vomiting corrosive blood all over an attacking company of Black Lanterns. She then enters her trance, while Palmer fights off Black Lanterns Hawkman and Hawkgirl by temporarily becoming an Orange Lantern, loudly proclaiming "I want my friends back!" He then summons two orange energy duplicates of Khufu and Chay-Ara to help him fight off his and Indigo-1's attackers. He is briefly successful. But then Jean shows up to torment him, and she leaps into Indigo-1's ring. Palmer follows her. He ends up reliving Sue Dibny's death, and is then attacked by various Black Lantern Morlaidhans, the minuscule race he befriended during Sword of the Atom. He fights them off and, summoning the powers of a Green Lantern, destroys Jean. Indigo-1 manages to summon the various armies and thanks Palmer for his help. He tells her to keep his involvement in the deployment of the troops a secret, and asks that she help him find a way to legitimately resurrect Hawkman and Hawkgirl.[32]

In the final battle, Palmer gets his wish when Hawkman and Hawkgirl are brought back to life by power of white light at the end of the Blackest Night series.[33] Ray's involvement of secret resurrect remains unknown.[32]
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In July 2010 Ray Palmer had a Brightest Day[image: External link] one-shot that led to a co-feature in Adventure Comics[image: External link]. Written by Jeff Lemire[image: External link] with art by Mahmud Asrar[image: External link], the co-feature focused on Ray Palmer's early life.[34] For a brief three-issue tenure, Palmer was part of writer James Robinson[image: External link]'s new Justice League line-up, but resigned in order to help his friend Martin Stein with some sort of project.[35] At the start of the Brightest Day event, Ray and Stein are seen at the funeral of Gehenna[image: External link], the girlfriend and partner of the second Firestorm, Jason Rusch. When Jason gets into a confrontation with Ronnie Raymond over Gehenna's death, Ray steps in and tries to stop it.[36] Ray manages to separate Jason and Ronnie from Black Lantern constructs.[37]

Afterward, Ray discovered his father was attacked and the suspect was his own uncle David.[13] With Ray's father in the hospital, Ray discovers his father had a stroke and his investigation of technology had been stolen. He seeks out Oracle[image: External link] to find the Calculator[image: External link], Oracle manages to trace a data line, and Ray enters through the internet where he then encounters the Calculator and interrogates him to find out the dealers are. However, Calculator creates a room with no oxygen to make Atom's heartrate slower and he attempts to kill the Atom.[38] Ray manages to grab Calculator and shrinks to return to Oracle's base. While Ray is in remission, he threatens Calculator who tells him that something called the Colony has manipulated Ray. Later, Prof. Hyatt was attacked by the Colony while looking for white dwarf matter.[39] When Ray arrives, he goes to rescue Prof. Hyatt. During the fight, the Colony dies by incineration from the white dwarf matter. Ray calls Oracle to trace the phone line, and while he arrives at the Colony's base he is confronted by the Colony squad.[40]

After failing to avoid detection, he is confronted by Uncle David and with his help, pulls him away from the Colony heading towards the teleporter. Once safe, Uncle David tells Ray about the Colony. David also tells Ray that he could not leave and could not work on the projects on his own, he shows Ray how to travel using the astrology orb called the ant farm to see a mini-planet of microscopic nature. But, the Colony followed them to David's hideout and travels to the ant farm Ray then engages them in an epic battle.[41] After the battle the Colony died from incineration as it did before but, Ray managed to save him using his stable white dwarf matter. Ray demanded to know what they desired and the Colony tells him the same thing, and they transport the ant farm to the Colony's base. He destroys Ray's belt buckle's white dwarf matter and kills himself. Since they cannot return, Ray follows David with a backup plan when suddenly Ray is approached by robotic insects.[42] David explains that the robotic insects are caretakers. They manage to fix the belt buckle and he returns to normal size when in Colony's base. Failing to escape, Ray is forced by the scientist to bring the white dwarf matter. He shows the monitor renderings where Colony is standing in front of the hospital where is father his and he is going to kill him.[43]

When Ray refused, Hawkman prevents Colony from attacking Ray's father. Ray receives a call from Oracle to trace the monitor renderings, but Hawkman is being attacked by the Colony squad that miniaturize into Hawkman's body. Ray chooses to save Hawkman to leave the Colony's base while the other Colony escapes and kidnaps Ray's father. Ray rescues Hawkman by leaping into a body of the Colony attackers. When Hawkman is recovering, the Colony leaves their message to bring the white dwarf meteor and warned him no tricks, and to bring the meteor in order to save his family. While Ray traded the meteor to Colony before the Colony leaves, they exchange it for Ray's family that is in the ant farm. Ray travels into the ant farm and discovers that they planted a nuclear bomb on a vest strapped to his uncle David. Ray then manages to save his father and David and shrinks the bomb before it had a chance to detonate. While Ray's father is recovering, Ray reveals to David that he planted the white dwarf meteor into a nano-liquid to make the Colony's headquarters shrink. Ray, David, and Hawkman arrive at the location of the Colony's headquarters to attack their base. After the Colony was defeated however, David tells him there are more Colonies in the area. Later, Ray returns his father home. Ray forgives his father and apologizes for giving him a rough life before he overhears a firefighter rescue service, as he is a capable hero once more.[44]

During this same period, Ray begins an investigation into the disappearance of Ryan, whom unbeknownst to the superhero community, had been murdered by Deathstroke. Ray comforts Ryan's girlfriend Amanda, and muses Ryan may be hiding out like Ray did after the events of Identity Crisis.[45] While he shrinks himself to investigate he discovers microbiology blood.[46] He arrives at the Hall of Justice to tell the League members that Ryan is missing. The League starts to help Ray's investigation to find Ryan's whereabouts.[47] He discovers Ryan's DNA cell is not a match. The DNA cell came to someone else.[48] Later, Ray discovers evidence that Dwarfstar had a hand in Ryan's death, and vows to find him and make him pay.[49] Ray eventually finds Dwarfstar in a hospital, where he is recovering from the severe injuries he sustained from his torture at the hands of Giganta[image: External link] (Ryan's ex-girlfriend). Believing it may lead to a lighter sentence, Dwarfstar confesses to hiring Deathstoke to kill Ryan. Armed with this knowledge, Ray leaves to inform the Justice League.[50] Later, he asked Batman (Dick Grayson[image: External link]) to get revenge on Deathstroke for murdering Ryan.[51] Ray and the Justice League arrive to attempt to arrest Deathstroke and the Titans.[52] The Justice League battle against the Titans in Khandaq[image: External link], where Ray seriously injures Deathstroke for killing his friend. The battle is stopped by Isis, who forces the Justice League to flee in order to avoid restarting World War III[image: External link].[53] After failing, Ray begins writing the eulogy[image: External link] for Ryan's funeral, and is comforted by Superman[image: External link].[54] In the final issue, Ray meets Ryan's friends and family, and gives the speech at his protégé's funeral.[55]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Convergence




In the Convergence[image: External link] crossover, when the alternate Brainiac[image: External link] miniaturized the universe of the New Earth, Ray Palmer who had been in a mental state with his powers to increase size affected since imprisoned in the dome, sends out a broadcast message that he will pursue Deathstroke for Ryan Choi's murder. Ray then engages Deathstroke in an epic battle, but Ray is being pulled by the mysterious voice of Telos to fight opposite Angor[image: External link] universe's Barracuda. While Ray battles Barracuda, Ryan Choi suddenly appears and to be alive, and confronts him.[56] Ryan explains that his death and consciousness had survived in the universe where the Atoms' masses are shifted to whenever they change size. Ryan then returns to the realm of the living after appropriating Ray's hand that Barracuda severed during their battle, to create a new body for him after they defeat Barracuda. Ray is hospitalized after losing his hand, and Deathstroke infiltrates the hospital and attempts to kill him, but Ryan interferes as they work together to defeat Deathstroke and restored Ray's hand.[57]
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 The New 52




In this timeline of The New 52[image: External link], Ray appears in Frankenstein: Agent of S.H.A.D.E.[image: External link] as S.H.A.D.E.'s science advisor,[58] although he appears to have retained his abilities.[59] His shrinking technology enables S.H.A.D.E. agents to enter and leave their microscopic headquarters, the Ant Farm. He later uses his size-shifting abilities to assist Superman in visiting the Bottle City of Kandor[image: External link], during which he wears a protective suit similar to the Atom costume.[60] At the end of this adventure he expresses an interest in becoming a superhero as the Atom.[61] He subsequently assists Superman in costume during Superman's fight with Vandal Savage.[62]
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 DC Rebirth




Subsequently, in the DC Rebirth[image: External link] reboot, on Earth-0, Ray Palmer is by day, a professor at an Ivy League college , and by night, the experienced crime fighter The Atom. He reveals his secret identity to his friend and apprentice Ryan Choi, and enlists him for tech support during his adventures. After many adventures together, Ray disappears and Ryan is scolded when Ray cancels classes for the fifth day in a row. When Ryan goes to get Ray from his workshop where he has seemingly been confined for a week, he instead finds a video recording from Ray. In it he reveals he discovered a universe beyond the subatomic, a so-called Microverse while investigating a disruption in space and time, and within he found something that posed an existential threat to their universe. He asks Ryan, the only other person who knows how to use the Atom's technology and whom Ray trusts, to go into it, rescue him, and finish his work. Ray informs Ryan that upon arrival he will also meet with someone who he himself has encountered. He tries to warn Ryan about something, but the footage cuts out abruptly before he can finish.[63] When Batman[image: External link] begins recruiting for his new Justice League of America, he chooses Ray as one the members of the new league, however when he enters Ray's office he finds Ryan instead. Ryan explains to Batman about Ray is situation so he takes Ryan predecessor.[64]
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 Powers and abilities




The Atom possesses the power to alter his size down to the subatomic level while retaining his natural strength level. This is accomplished by using the remnants of a white-dwarf star made into a belt buckle worn with his costume. Originally, he had to manipulate his abilities via the belt and later with hand movements before eventually syncing with his brainwaves itself. The Atom is one of the few heroes in the DC Universe that has 100% control over his body on the molecular level (Martian Manhunter[image: External link], Plastic Man[image: External link] and The Flash[image: External link] being examples of others), thus making him exponentially more powerful than he is often portrayed; he is limited only by his application of his powers. Some of the applications he has demonstrated include reducing his mass to glide through the air (simulating flight, like Wonder Woman[image: External link]) and increasing his mass to punch through concrete. He is also demonstrated the ability to make his costume appear and disappear at will by shifting its atoms between this dimension and another.

He has been shown to be able to ride phone lines to his destination by dialing a number and traveling through the handset (his signature use of his power), and recently shrinking small enough to travel on photon signals through fiber optic cable.[28]

Some of The Atom's more impressive feats include shrinking into Superman's bloodstream and manually rearranging his molecules to create Kryptonite[image: External link] and defusing Black Lantern Al Pratt's[image: External link] Atomic Punch and resizing within him, ripping his body apart in the process.[28]

Following the events of Zero Hour[image: External link], the Atom gained the ability to also grow in size and internalizes his other abilities without the use of his white dwarf star-based apparatus. However, when returned to his natural age, these abilities were lost.

He was a member of the Indigo Tribe, Ray possessed an indigo power ring[image: External link] powered by compassion, which provided him with flight, energy projection, and a protective force field. He also utilised a staff capable of duplicating the abilities of other wielders of the Emotional spectrum[image: External link] within range.

He has also shown the ability to allow others to shrink down with him if the situation requires it, such as when he shrunk himself, Superman, Flash, Green Lantern, Wonder Woman and Plastic Man to repair the links between seven shattered subatomic particles, or shrinking Steel[image: External link], Supergirl[image: External link] and Superboy[image: External link] to directly treat a kryptonite tumor in Superman's body. However, this ability is relatively limited; initially anyone other than himself who was shrunk would explode after two minutes if not returned to their normal size, although he was later able to extend this time to around an hour.
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 Supporting cast





	
Adam Cray[image: External link] - The son of an assassinated senator, Adam Cray is approached by Ray Palmer to take up his mantle as the Atom in order to bring Micro/Squad into the open so Palmer can infiltrate their ranks and bring them to justice. Cray steals the size-changing belt given to Paul Hoben and joins the Suicide Squad[image: External link]. The plan works but at the cost of Cray's life.

	
Hawkman[image: External link] - Meeting in the Justice League, Hawkman became Palmer's best friend.

	
Jean Loring[image: External link] - Palmer's girlfriend when he became the Atom. He would go on to marry her but the two would divorce years later when Jean had an affair with fellow lawyer Paul Hoben. Jean would marry Hoben but the two would eventually divorce. In wake of the events of Identity Crisis, Jean and Ray would reconnect until it was discovered Jean was behind the murders therein and separated again.

	
Laethwyn - Princess of the Morlaidhans[image: External link] that falls mutually in love with the Atom when he helps her reclaim her throne. She, like the rest of her people, are murdered by the CIA[image: External link] operatives under order of the Cabal.

	
Loren Jupiter - A wealthy philanthropist that financed the original Teen Titans[image: External link] during their early years. He would return to help form another band of Teen Titans with his daughter Lilith[image: External link] when the alien race H'San Natall[image: External link] threatened Earth, largely the force behind Ray Palmer's membership in the group as its leader in the wake of Zero Hour[image: External link].

	
Major Mynah - A myna[image: External link] Palmer saves and brings to Hawkman to give it prosthetic[image: External link] wings to replace its severely damaged wings. The bird goes on to become the Atom's partner and steed.

	
Maya - Queen of the Flower Spirits/ Dryads[image: External link] from another dimension, after the Atom frees her people from the control of the Plant Master[image: External link] they become his friends and assist him occasionally.

	
Norman Brawler - A close friend of Palmer's that authors his biography The Atom's Farewell where the Atom's identity is revealed to the world.

	
Paul Hoben - Lawyer who had an affair with Jean Loring while she was married to Ray Palmer. After her divorce, she marries Paul with Ray's blessing. When Ray decides to remain in Morlaidh, he gives Paul his size-changing belt and the role as the protector of Ivy Town[image: External link].

	
Professor Alpheus V. Hyatt - A scientist and friend of Ray Palmer at Ivy University that invents a Time Pool, but the opening to it is remarkably small. As such, the Atom is the only person capable of using it to travel through time.
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 Rogues gallery





	
Big Gang - A group of specialists that each take the title 'Big' for their specialties that target the largest/biggest of items to steal. Membership includes Big Deal (illusionist and expert in prestidigitation), Big Ben (timing specialist), Big Wig (master of disguise wigs), Big Bertha (strong woman), Big Shot (marksman), Big Cheese (who uses specially made cheeses with different properties), and led by Big Head.

	
Bug-Eyed Bandit[image: External link] - Bertram Larvan invented an army of mechanical insects and spiders to do his bidding as the Bug-Eyed Bandit.

	
Chronos - David Clinton was a criminal with perfect timing and developed an arsenal of time-based paraphernalia. As Chronos, he became the Atom's archenemy[image: External link] and would in time became an expert in time travel and manipulation.

	
Colony - They started during in the Cold War[image: External link] program using their connections, codenaming it project Colony. The C.I.A. gathered a group of America's brightest scientific minds power of the United States. Project Colony quickly developed projects and weapons systems that over the next years. The original group changed over the decades, faces and minds were constantly being and handed an unlimited budget to explore and experiment. After Cold War ended, the group and project Colony was officially discontinued. However, the greatest minds the country had to offer were in the middle of new experiments and projects. They reformed as a private organization, now calling ourselves simply the Colony, and continued our work in secret to America's global and Metahuman. Unfortunately, the global landscape grew increasingly unstable, tension grew within our ranks. The Colony was willing to sacrifice anything, including human for their mankind to come the fruition.

	
Deathstroke - Originally facing the mercenary as part of the Teen Titans[image: External link] and again when he protected Dr. Light, Palmer would help take down Deathstroke after he murdered his protégé Ryan Choi.

	
Doctor Light[image: External link] - After Dr. Light escapes from prison, the warden asks the Atom to discover how he achieved such a feat. The Atom is able to recreate the escape and follows the villain to his hideout. Though captured, he manages to stop Light from his assault on the Justice League[image: External link] and brings him into custody. Later, the Atom would vote to lobotomize Light for his rape of Sue Dibny[image: External link].

	
Eddie Gordon - A petty criminal, Eddie Gordon stumbled upon the Bat-Knights of Elvaran[image: External link], a race of miniature humanoids, in Giants Cavern and would manipulate them on several occasions to perform crimes for him.

	
Floronic Man[image: External link] - Exiled from an alternate dimension, Jason Woodrue would become the Plant Master and try to control plants to conquer Earth. One of the Atom's most frequent opponents, Woodrue would become a living plant able to control flora and take the name Floronic Man.

	
Humbug the Reusable Man - In an attempt to create artificial intelligence, the Department of Scientific Investigation's Darwin Jones, Annetta Kaplan, and Anton Kraft created the computer Gestalt. However, the project took on a life all its own and the trio built a humanoid body for the emerging lifeform giving birth to Humbug. Armed with an army of these artificial bodies endowed with super-strength, super-durability, and able to inflate/deflate, Humbug could jump between them at will with a murderous penchant for games.

	
The Man in the Ion Mask - Masquerading as a modern day Man in the Iron Mask[image: External link], Bill Jameson wore a mask that emitted ion rays that when in the presence of Encephalonic waves (such as those his brother Ed's brain emitted) would black out those nearby and rob them.

	
Micro/Squad - A group of CIA[image: External link] operatives tasked with committing genocide[image: External link] on the Morlaidhan[image: External link] race in Operation: Fireball in hopes of rousing the absent Ray Palmer into returning to the agency as an operative. When Palmer learned of this, he shrank the operatives responsible to six-inch height (much to the pleasure of the CIA whom employed the group in Palmer's stead). The group, dubbed Micro/Squad, composed of Mr. Baily, Ms. Hubbard, Ginsburg, Sting, and led by Blacksnake, returned and believed they murdered Palmer in an explosion. When a new Atom[image: External link] emerged in the Suicide Squad[image: External link], Blacksnake murdered him and claimed his size-changing belt to return to normal height. He followed this by killing Mr. Baily and Ms. Hubbard, crushing them in his hands. However, Ray switched places with Sting and revealed Ginsburg instead died in the explosion. Defeating Blacksnake, the villain is murdered by Task Force X II to bury evidence of the CIA's involvement in mass murder. Sting would return as a member of the Society[image: External link].

	
The Panther Gang - A group of criminals known for robbery.

	
Strobe - Employing a suit of technological armor, Strobe had super-strength and could fire concussion blasts and blinding flashes of light. When this didn't pan out, he became Edg the Destroyer again using armor but in a samurai motif. Defeated again by the Atom, he returned to his Strobe identity since.

	
The Thinker[image: External link] - In a plot to steal without penalty of arrest, the Thinker robs artifacts of Earth-One[image: External link] and returns to his native Earth-Two[image: External link] where he can't be prosecuted for his ill-gotten wares. This plot brings him into conflict with the Atoms of both worlds.

	
Toyboy - Criminal ringleader Johnny Burns becomes the super villain Toyboy when his mother experienced an accident that briefly endowed her with psychic powers which in turn gave Toyboy telekinesis (which he uses to control toys) and super-strength. Mrs. Burns also created a psionic construct of Johnny that wanted to reform and when in the presence of Toyboy, Johnny was reborn as a man seeking redemption for his crimes.

	
Wizardo the Great (fake) - Howard Crane wears an astronaut[image: External link]-like suit to blame Wizardo the Great for robberies during his Space Man act.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other versions
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 The Dark Knight Strikes Again




Frank Miller[image: External link] portrayed Ray Palmer as a major player in Batman: The Dark Knight Strikes Again[image: External link]. He was taken prisoner by Lex Luthor and made to live in one of his own petri dishes for a period of years until his rescue by Catgirl[image: External link]. He was then instrumental in the liberation of Kandor[image: External link], gaining access to the bottle by 'hiding' inside Lara- the daughter of Superman and Wonder Woman- when she confronted Brainiac, slipping inside the bottle to break it from the inside and allowing the Kryptonians within to gain superpowers to defeat Brainiac.

In The Dark Knight III: The Master Race[image: External link], Palmer attempts to restore the natives of Kandor to their full height, but is instead tricked into reviving a twisted Kryptonian cult, whose leader proceeds to crush Palmer and Kandor.
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 League of Justice




Other re-imaginings of the Atom include an appearance in League of Justice, an Elseworlds[image: External link] story portraying the Justice League in a The Lord of the Rings[image: External link]-type story where the Atom was recast as a wizard/fortune teller called "Atomus The Palmer".
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 JLA: Age of Wonders




In JLA: Age of Wonder[image: External link], Ray Palmer worked with a science consortium whose members at one point included Thomas Edison[image: External link] and Nikola Tesla[image: External link].
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 JLA: Rock of Ages




In JLA: Rock Of Ages, the Atom is part of what remains of the Justice League in an alternate future where Darkseid has taken control of the Earth. The Atom dies sacrificing himself to kill Darkseid[image: External link], riding a burst of photons through the villain's invisible force field and into his optic nerve, then discharging white dwarf radiation into Darkseid's four-lobed brain.
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 DC: The New Frontier




In DC: The New Frontier[image: External link], Ray Palmer doesn't become the Atom but is a leading scientist in using lenses to shrink matter. However, in his experiments this matter would then explode. His technology was instrumental in destroying the Centre[image: External link] when the Flash bathes the alien in the beam and it explodes. Later, in the epilogue, the Atom is shown in a group shot.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 JLA: The Nail




In JLA: The Nail[image: External link] and Another Nail[image: External link], Atom often stands on Flash's shoulder, following Hawkman's death. He is shown infiltrating the Thinker[image: External link]'s base to investigate the possibility that he was involved in the conspiracy against other heroes, but discovered upon entering the base that the Thinker was dead after he stumbled upon clues to the true mastermind[image: External link]'s plans, having been killed by a brainwashed Metamorpho[image: External link] (The only other person capable of infiltrating the Thinker's security).
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 Countdown to Final Crisis




In Countdown to Final Crisis[image: External link], The Search for Ray Palmer and Countdown: Arena[image: External link] (2007), a number of alternate versions of Ray are introduced.


	On Earth-6[image: External link], Ray Palmer has developed solar powers and taken the name of superhero the Ray[image: External link].

	Ray's counterpart on Earth-11[image: External link] is a woman on a gender-reversed world.

	The Jessica Palmer of Earth-15[image: External link] is a young physicist on a world of efficient second- and third-generation heroes.

	On Earth-30 in the Superman: Red Son[image: External link] limited series, Ray is an American scientist living in Russia.

	On Earth-51[image: External link], a younger Ray's life is cut short during a dangerous experiment. This Ray never specialized in size-manipulation or became a superhero, but served as the JLA's resident genius and was uniquely born with a superhuman immune system.
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 Flashpoint




In the alternate timeline of the Flashpoint[image: External link] event, the Atom lost a leg to radiation poisoning and became a corrections officer in Doom Prison[image: External link], acting as a controller of Amazo[image: External link]. During the prison break, the Atom's control is pulled out by Eel O'Brian[image: External link] and Heat Wave who then force him to retrieve their weapons. After the Atom does it, Heat Wave crushes his skull with his fingers.[65]
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 Injustice 2




The Atom appears in Injustice 2[image: External link] prequel comic series. After the fall of the Regime, he became one of Batman's allies. Joining Batman during a raid in Stryker's Island[image: External link] by League of Assassins and impostor Batman's Suicide Squad[image: External link], he enters Superman[image: External link]'s brain after he breaks out of cell. Armed with a Kryptonite[image: External link] shard, Atom proceeds to knock out Superman using the shard.[66]
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 In other media
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 Television
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 Animated





	In The Superman/Aquaman Hour of Adventure[image: External link], Ray Palmer appeared in his own episodes and in the Justice League of America[image: External link] segments along with Superman[image: External link], The Flash, Green Lantern[image: External link], and Hawkman. He was voiced by Pat Harrington, Jr.[image: External link], who would be better known a decade later for his role as Schneider on the sitcom One Day at a Time[image: External link].

	Ray also made occasional appearances on The All-New Super Friends Hour[image: External link] and Super Friends[image: External link] voiced by Wally Burr[image: External link].

	In the Justice League[image: External link] episode "Hereafter Pt. 2" Vandal Savage mentions his attempted theft of one of Ray Palmer's inventions resulted in the death of everyone except Savage.

	Ray Palmer eventually appeared in Justice League Unlimited[image: External link] voiced by John C. McGinley[image: External link]. He first appears in "The Return" to help Lex Luthor[image: External link] defend himself against Amazo[image: External link] by building a nanotechnology-disabling laser that would deactivate Amazo. When it fails, Atom shrinks himself and Lex Luthor only for Amazo to follow them. In "Dark Heart" (written by Warren Ellis[image: External link]), Atom helps the Justice League disable a grey goo[image: External link]-like alien weapon known as the Dark Heart which uses nanotechnology to replicate its forces. He manages to disable it, which also deactivated its forces. The Atom's final vocalized appearance was in "Clash," when he examined a device built by Lex Luthor which Superman[image: External link] had mistaken for a bomb. In "Panic in the Sky," Atom was shown in his small form unconscious before Supergirl's fight with Galatea[image: External link].

	Ray Palmer appears in the Batman: The Brave and the Bold[image: External link] episode "Sword of the Atom!" voiced by Peter Scolari[image: External link]. In the episode, it is revealed that Ray had been the original Atom and Ryan Choi's mentor, but that he had eventually retired and moved to the Amazon. There, he encountered the Morlaidhans and Princess Laethwyn. After teaming up with Batman, Ryan and Aquaman to defeat a traitorous and xenophobic Chancellor Deraegis, Ray chooses to stay in the Amazon as Laethwyn's lover.

	Ray Palmer appears in Young Justice[image: External link] voiced by Jason Marsden[image: External link]. He is first mentioned in the episode "Agendas" where he is considered for membership in the Justice League. In episode "Usual Suspects", Ray becomes a member of the Justice League. In episode "Auld Acquaintance", Ray is shown as one of the infected Leaguers by the Starro[image: External link] Tech of Vandal Savage and then he is cured by Miss Martian[image: External link]. In episode "Happy New Year", Bumblebee[image: External link] mentions that she has a lab assignment with Dr. Palmer and has to postpone a date with Mal Duncan[image: External link]. In "True Colors," Atom and Bumblebee attempt a micro-surgery to get the Scarab off of Jaime Reyes[image: External link] only for them to be extracted when the Blue Beetle Scarab started producing antibodies to fight them off.

	
Jason Marsden[image: External link] reprises his role of the Atom in the DC Nation Short[image: External link] titled "Sword of the Atom."

	Ray Palmer will appear in Justice League Action[image: External link], voiced by Jerry O'Connell[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Live-action





	The Atom appeared in "The Roast", the second of two 1979 live-action TV specials aired under the umbrella title Legends of the Superheroes. In "The Roast", the Atom (played by Alfie Wise) is engaged to marry villainess Giganta[image: External link] (played by actress A'leshia Brevard).

	The Atom appeared in the 1997 live action TV series pilot, Justice League of America played by John Kassir[image: External link].
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 Arrowverse




Main article: Arrowverse


Brandon Routh portrays Dr. Raymond "Ray" Palmer / The Atom in The CW's Arrowverse.


	Ray Palmer first appears as a recurring character in Arrow.

	In season 3 Ray is a brilliant scientist (with a 140 I.Q. and 4 PhDs) and the CEO of Palmer Technologies (formerly Queen Consolidated, rebranded after Ray purchases it from receivership). His fiancee, Anna Loring, was murdered by Slade Wilson/Deathstroke's Mirakuru men (which takes place during the second season), and he vows to never let anything like Slade's attack happen again. To achieve this, he devotes much of his efforts to building a high tech suit of armour with built-in weapons and flight capability, acquiring the necessary resources from various businessmen. He also has an ambition to rebuild Starling City and rechristen it "Star City". He hires Felicity Smoak to work for him and becomes romantically attracted to her. He eventually starts dating her, much to the jealousy of Oliver Queen. After succeeding in building his suit, the "Arrow" (in reality, Maseo Yamashiro framing Oliver on behalf of Ra's al Ghul) begins killing people. Ray uses his suit's x-ray vision feature to discover the real Arrow's identity as Oliver Queen. On learning of Felicity's affection towards Oliver, Ray becomes jealous and tries to apprehend him. However, Oliver defeats Ray and tells him to trust Felicity, and Ray accepts that Oliver is being framed. When Maseo tries to kill Felicity, Ray saves her, but at the cost of his being shot in the chest. He is able to survive by secretly using a new micro-technology to heal himself. Ray later realizes that Felicity is indeed in love with Oliver, and the pair have a civil break-up and decide to resume being friends. In the season finale, Ray assists Team Arrow in their attempt to stop Ra's destroying Starling City with a bio-weapon and partakes in their initial attack on the League's men in Nanda Parbat. After this fails he accompanies them back to Starling City and succeeds in dispersing the antidote, saving hundreds of lives. At the end of the episode, Ray works on a new technology to give his suit the ability to shrink, but is seemingly killed in an explosion that destroys the entire top floor of Palmer Technologies.

	In season 4, it's revealed that the explosion, in conjunction with the micro-tech injected into him several weeks before, actually shrunk Ray and his suit to miniature sizes. For months, Ray sent distress calls to Felicity with no response, as she had left the city to be with Oliver. One of these messages is eventually intercepted by Damien Darhk, leader of H.I.V.E., who captures Ray and keeps him in a miniaturized state to use his suit's powers for Darhk's own agenda. Meanwhile, the city is re-branded "Star City" in Ray's honor, and Felicity inherits Palmer Technologies as part of Ray's will. Felicity begins getting encrypted messages on her phone with him calling her name. After tearfully listening to Ray's last message, Felicity discovers Ray is alive. Team Arrow locates and rescues him and, with the help of Curtis Holt, are able to restore Ray to normal size. However, seeing that Star City has not gotten any better, believing that nobody really cared that he "died", and that Palmer Technologies is teetering on bankruptcy, Ray concludes that his past life has amounted to nothing. He elects to remain officially dead until he can figure out where he wants his new life to go, but still assists Team Arrow whenever they need help.





	Routh portrays Ray during Season 1 of The Flash, in the episode "All-Star Team-Up". Here, he helps Barry Allen/The Flash deal with a villain using a swarm of cybernetic bees[image: External link] to attack those who ruined her career.[67] He works with Cisco to fix some bugs in the suit and states in the end that the solution was "to go smaller", a veiled reference[image: External link] to the powers of his comic book counterpart, and forms a friendship with Cisco out of their shared interest in mechanics. Ray also shares Cisco's love for naming super-villains; he and Cisco both come up with "Bug-Eyed Bandit", and Cisco approves of Ray's naming another metahuman " Deathbolt[image: External link]" (Arrow, "Broken Arrow"). Ray is briefly mentioned in the season's penultimate episode, "Rogue Air"; when Oliver helps Barry fight Eobard Thawne/Reverse-Flash, he shoots him with an arrow that delivers "nanites... courtesy of Ray Palmer" which temporarily disables Eobard's speed.

	Routh reprises his role as Ray in the spin-off series Legends of Tomorrow as part of the main cast.

	In the first season he is recruited by time-traveler Rip Hunter to help him defeat Vandal Savage across the timeline. Ray accepts the offer as he is attracted by the thought of giving his current life meaning after seeing the waste he believes his former life to have been, although his enthusiasm and optimism still occasionally overrides his lack of practical experience. Ray/Atom's suit now has the ability to shrink,[68][69][70] and he later uses the suit's technology to grow to giantic size to defeat a similarly gigantic robot ("Leviathan"). He also begins a flirtatious friendship with Kendra Saunders, which develops into a romantic relationship and ultimately an engagement. However, when another reincarnation of Carter Hall is located, Ray ends the relationship amicably, knowing that Kendra is meant to be with Carter. Ray also forms something of a bond with Mick Rory/Heat Wave, who nicknames Ray "haircut", despite being polar opposites in personality. Mick denies any connection between them, but he has protected Ray on occasion and the two work well together, as when they take out the 1958 version of Savage and destroy his meteor before its effects can destroy time.

	Ray returns in the second season, still acting as a member of the Legends. During time in 1942, Ray modifies a Super-Serum provided to the Nazis by Eobard Thawne to save the team's new ally Nate Heywood from his hemophilia[image: External link], giving Nate the ability to turn into a metallic skinned state. His suit is destroyed during a trip to feudal Japan when it is stolen by a ruthless local warrior, but Mick Rory gives Ray the cold gun that used to belong to the now-deceased Leonard Snart so that he can still act as a hero. When the team travel to Colorado in 1874, Ray revealed to the team that his suit was powered with dwarf stars, Ray got some of it to rebuild his suit. In the crossover episode "Invasion!", Ray notes that Supergirl looks a lot like his cousin, which is a reference to Routh's portrayal of Superman[image: External link]. In the episode Moonshot he walks on the moon.[71]






	Routh reprised his role in the web series Vixen.[72]
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 Film





	Ray Palmer appeared in Justice League: The New Frontier[image: External link], voiced by Corey Burton[image: External link] who wasn't credited for this role. He provided his flawed shrinking technology, which makes whatever it attempts to shrink explode, to destroy the creature known as "The Centre[image: External link]."

	An alternate universe version of Ray Palmer appears in Justice League: Gods and Monsters[image: External link] voiced by Dee Bradley Baker[image: External link]. He appears as a scientist who was a part of Lex Luthor's "Project Fair Play," a weapons program contingency that would be used to destroy the Justice League if necessary. Ray was first seen driving home with shrunken horses as a result of his experiments with molecular miniaturization. He was ambushed during his ride and killed by a Metal Man[image: External link] meant to frame Wonder Woman.
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 Video games





	Ray Palmer appears in Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link] as a non-playable cameo in the Insurgency stage. He is also playable in one of the Joker's S.T.A.R. Labs mission minigame, although he possesses no special moves or abilities, and merely runs and jumps.

	Ray Palmer appears as a playable character in Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link], voiced by Troy Baker[image: External link].

	In Batman: Arkham Knight[image: External link] a locker in Ace Chemicals[image: External link] belongs to Ray Palmer, and an atom symbol is engraved in it.

	Ray Palmer is mentioned by Cyborg[image: External link] in Injustice 2[image: External link] as having been the one who wrote the encryption for Superman's cell.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Reception




This version of Atom was ranked as the 144th Greatest Comic Book Character of All Time by Wizard[image: External link] magazine.[73] IGN also ranked the Atom as the 64th Greatest Comic Book Hero of All Time stating; "Of all the superheroes out here, Dr. Ray Palmer might be one of the most brilliant tortured souls imaginable."[74]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Ant-Man[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Showcase #34[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] April 20, 2016, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]. at the Grand Comics Database[image: External link].


	
^ Thomas, Roy[image: External link] (Autumn 1999). "Splitting the Atom". Alter Ego[image: External link]. 3 (2). p. 8.


	
^ Thomas, "Splitting the Atom", pp. 8-9


	
^ Fox letter to Bails, reprinted in Thomas, "Splitting the Atom", p. 10


	
^ Schwartz letter to Bails, reprinted in Thomas, "Splitting the Atom", p. 10


	
^ Thomas, "Splitting the Atom", p. 11


	
^ a b Thomas, "Splitting the Atom", p. 10


	
^ Kane in Thomas, "Splitting the Atom", p. 11


	
^ Thomas, "Splitting the Atom", p. 13


	
^ March 26, 1979, letter from Fox to James Flanagan, published in Robin Snyder's History of Comics vol. 2, #2 (Feb. 1991) and quoted in Thomas, "Splitting the Atom", p. 14


	
^ Brice, Jason (1998-08-14). "Alter Egos And Alternate Earths"[image: External link]. ComicsBulletin.com. Retrieved 2011-03-21.


	
^ a b c Beatty, Scott, Wallace, Dan (2008). "Atom II". In Dougall, Alastair. The DC Comics Encyclopedia. London: Dorling Kindersley[image: External link]. p. 30. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7566-4119-5[image: External link]


	
^ a b Brightest Day: The Atom Special (July 2010)


	
^ Power of the Atom #1


	
^ [1][image: External link] Archived[image: External link] October 23, 2006, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ MEGA CON 2007: DAY ONE & DCU PANEL[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] March 3, 2007, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]., Newsarama[image: External link], February 18, 2007


	
^ "DC Comics"[image: External link]. DC Comics. 2010-04-21. Retrieved 2011-03-21.


	
^ Countdown to Final Crisis #4 (April 2008)


	
^ Countdown to Final Crisis #3 (April 2008)


	
^ Countdown to Final Crisis #2 (April 2008)


	
^ Countdown to Final Crisis #1 (April 2008)


	
^ The All-New Atom #25


	
^ Final Crisis #7 (2009)


	
^ Justice League: Cry for Justice #1 (July 2009)


	
^ Blackest Night #1 (July 2009)


	
^ Blackest Night #2 (August 2009)


	
^ Blackest Night #3 (September 2009)


	
^ a b c Blackest Night[image: External link] #4 (October 2009)


	
^ Blackest Night #5 (November 2009)


	
^ Green Lantern (vol. 4) #49 (December 2009)- a "Tales of the Black Lantern Corps" co-feature in the issue.


	
^ Blackest Night #6 (December 2009)


	
^ a b The Atom and Hawkman #46 (January 2010)


	
^ Blackest Night #8 (March 2010)


	
^ The Atom Grows Into One-Shot, Ongoing Co-Feature[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] September 25, 2012, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]., Newsarama[image: External link], April 13, 2010


	
^ Justice League of America (vol. 2) #43 (March 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #0 (April 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #2 (May 2010)


	
^ Adventure Comics #516 (July 2010)


	
^ Adventure Comics #517 (August 2010)


	
^ Adventure Comics #518 (September 2010)


	
^ Adventure Comics #519 (October 2010)


	
^ Adventure Comics #520 (November 2010)


	
^ Adventure Comics #521 (December 2010)


	
^ Giant-Size Atom (March 2011)


	
^ Titans (vol. 2) #28 (October 2010)


	
^ Titans (vol. 2) #29 (November 2010)


	
^ Titans (vol. 2) #30 (December 2010)


	
^ Titans (vol. 2) #31 (January 2011)


	
^ Titans (vol. 2) #32 (February 2011)


	
^ Titans (vol. 2) #33 (March 2011)


	
^ Titans (vol. 2) #34 (April 2011)


	
^ Titans (vol. 2) #36 (June 2011)


	
^ Titans Annual 2011 (July 2011)


	
^ Titans (vol. 2) #37 (July 2011)


	
^ Titans (vol. 2) #38 (August 2011)


	
^ Convergence: The Atom #1 (April 2015)


	
^ Convergence: The Atom #2 (May 2015)


	
^ Frankenstein, Agent of S.H.A.D.E. #1 (September 2011)


	
^ Frankenstein, Agent of S.H.A.D.E. #7 (March 2012)


	
^ Batman/Superman #19 (April 2015)


	
^ Batman/Superman #20 (May 2015)


	
^ Action Comics vol. 2 #48 (March 2016)


	
^ DC Universe: Rebirth one-shot (May 2016)


	
^ Justice League of America: Rebirth one-shot (February 2017)


	
^ Flashpoint: Legion of Doom #2 (July 2011)


	
^ Injustice 2. #5


	
^ Prudom, Lauren (January 21, 2015). "'Arrow' Without Oliver? Producers preview the Rise of Black Canary, Atom and Brick"[image: External link]. Variety.[permanent dead link[image: External link]]


	
^ "CW Eyeing ‘Atom’ As Next DC Series – TCA"[image: External link]. Deadline.com. January 11, 2015. Retrieved January 11, 2015.


	
^ "EXCLUSIVE: ARROW EXECUTIVE PRODUCER MARC GUGGENHEIM TALKS BRANDON ROUTH ATOM SPIN-OFF SHOW!"[image: External link]. Nerdist. January 11, 2015. Retrieved January 11, 2015.


	
^ Andreeva, Nellie (February 26, 2015). "Arrow/Flash Superhero Team-Up Spinoff In Works At CW; Brandon Routh, Victor Garber, Wentworth Miller, Caity Lotz Star"[image: External link]. Deadline Hollywood. Retrieved February 27, 2015.


	
^ http://arrow.wikia.com/wiki/Moonshot[image: External link]


	
^ Damore, Meagan (July 20, 2016). "CASSIDY'S BLACK CANARY, ATOM & MORE WILL APPEAR IN "VIXEN" SEASON 2"[image: External link]. Comic Book Resources. Retrieved July 20, 2016.


	
^ "Wizard's top 200 characters. External link consists of a forum site summing up the top 200 characters of Wizard Magazine since the real site that contains the list is broken."[image: External link]. Wizard magazine[image: External link]. Retrieved May 7, 2011.


	
^ "The Atom is number 64"[image: External link]. IGN. Retrieved May 14, 2011.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Index to the Atom's Earth-1 adventures[image: External link]

	
Article on the history/legacy of The Atom[image: External link] from the Comics 101 article series by Scott Tipton[image: External link].

	Profile of the Atom from the Superman/Aquaman Hour of Adventure[image: External link]

	
The Atom (1961)[image: External link] at Don Markstein's Toonopedia[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on April 6, 2012.





Categories[image: External link]:

	Comics publications[image: External link]

	Comic book limited series[image: External link]

	1962 comics debuts[image: External link]

	1968 comics debuts[image: External link]

	1983 comics debuts[image: External link]

	1988 comics debuts[image: External link]

	2010 comics debuts[image: External link]

	Characters created by Gardner Fox[image: External link]

	Characters created by Gil Kane[image: External link]

	Comics characters introduced in 1961[image: External link]

	DC Comics superheroes[image: External link]

	1961 comics debuts[image: External link]

	DC Comics titles[image: External link]

	Fictional American Jews[image: External link]

	Fictional nuclear physicists[image: External link]

	Fictional characters who can change size[image: External link]

	Fictional professors[image: External link]

	Jewish superheroes[image: External link]

	Male characters in comics[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 11 June 2017, at 17:09.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Atom (Ray Palmer): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atom_(Ray_Palmer) [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Atom_(Ray_Palmer) [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Appearances

	2 Creation and development

	3 Reception

	4 References





Sara Lance






Sara Lance, also known as the White Canary, is a fictional character in the television series Arrow, which is based on the DC Comics superhero Green Arrow[image: External link]. The character was created specifically for television by Greg Berlanti, Marc Guggenheim and Andrew Kreisberg, but incorporates character and plot elements of the Black Canary, a DC Comics superhero. Originally portrayed by Jacqueline MacInnes Wood[image: External link] in Arrow's pilot, she has been portrayed by Caity Lotz since the second season. She initially fights in Arrow under the moniker of "The Canary," translated from her Arabic League of Assassins name Ta-er al-Sahfer (Yellow Bird), and later adopts the codename White Canary on the Arrow spin-off Legends of Tomorrow.

Sara Lance has also appeared in a digital comic book series, and while the character was initially introduced as a recurring character on Arrow, Lotz has also appeared in the spin-off The Flash and is currently a cast member on Legends of Tomorrow. Sara has also been praised for being a positive depiction of an LGBT[image: External link] character, especially in the superhero[image: External link] genre.
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 Appearances




Sara Lance first appears in the pilot episode of Arrow as the younger sister of Laurel Lance[image: External link] (Katie Cassidy[image: External link]), the future Black Canary. It's shown that five years prior to the beginning of the series, she was having an affair behind her sister's back with Oliver (Stephen Amell) and was with him on his family yacht when it shipwrecked and was presumed dead. Flashbacks in season two would reveal that she actually survived the experience and was rescued by a research boat, the Amazo[image: External link]. When Oliver was captured by the Amazo's crew, Sara helped him escape. Eventually, along with Oliver's friend Slade Wilson (Manu Bennett[image: External link]), they attacked the ship. When Slade betrayed them and took over both the ship and Oliver as his prisoner, Oliver and Sara confronted him on the freighter; Sara was swept away, with Oliver believed her dead once more. In fact, Sara was found by Nyssa al Ghul[image: External link] (Katrina Law[image: External link]) who took her to Nanda Parbat. She and Nyssa became lovers, and Sara became a deadly fighter with the League of Assassins under the name Ta-er al-Sahfer, which means "Yellow Bird" or "Canary".

In season two, Sara returns to Starling City after six years' absence as "The Canary". After having saved Oliver twice, Felicity (Emily Bett Rickards[image: External link]) realizes that the female vigilante was actually protecting Laurel and not him. Setting a trap, he manages to capture and unmask her, and Sara reveals that she's alive to her father, SCPD Detective Quentin Lance[image: External link]. Some time later, Sara joins Team Arrow and revisits a brief relationship with Oliver. She aids him and his colleagues Diggle (David Ramsey[image: External link]) and Roy Harper[image: External link] (Colton Haynes[image: External link]) in taking down a drug-enhanced Slade Wilson, with help from the League of Assassins, which requires Sara to return to Nanda Parbat. In Arrow's third season, Sara is killed while on a rooftop by being shot three times with arrows on the chest. Some time later, it was revealed that Thea (Willa Holland[image: External link]) killed Sara after being drugged by her father Malcolm Merlyn (John Barrowman[image: External link]) as part of a plot to pit Oliver against Ra's al Ghul (Matt Nable[image: External link]). Meanwhile, Laurel takes up Sara's mantle to fight crime as the Black Canary. In season four, Laurel and Thea decide to resurrect her using League's mystical Lazarus Pit. The process is successful, but Sara is brought back to life without a soul, making her feral and dangerous. Oliver calls his old friend John Constantine[image: External link] (Matt Ryan[image: External link]) to assist them in restoring Sara's soul. Days later, Sara aids in rescuing Ray Palmer (Brandon Routh) from the hands of Damien Darhk[image: External link] (Neal McDonough[image: External link]), before leaving town to find herself.

Sara's appearances in Arrow season four lead into the pilot of the spin-off series DC's Legends of Tomorrow[image: External link], in which Sara is recruited by Rip Hunter (Arthur Darvill) to a time travelling[image: External link] assault team to take down the immortal villain Vandal Savage (Casper Crump). Before she departs, Laurel gives Sara the White Canary outfit to signify her new start. Over the course of Legends season one, Sara sets in motion[image: External link] the events that will lead to her own rescue by Nyssa; romances many women throughout history; and develops a flirtatious relationship with Leonard Snart (Wentworth Miller). When she returns to her home time, she is devastated to learn that Laurel has died. In season two of Legends, Sara becomes captain of the Waverider[image: External link] following Rip's disappearance and leader of the Legends. She mercilessly hunts her sister's killer, Damien Darkh[image: External link], throughout history, before accepting she cannot bring Laurel back. In the Invasion! crossover event, Sara returns to 2016 to support Oliver and the Flash (Grant Gustin) in repelling the Dominators' alien invasion, and meets the Kryptonian[image: External link] hero Supergirl[image: External link] (Melissa Benoist) from the parallel universe of Earth-38, who Sara develops a crush on. In the Legends season finale, Sara is forced to use the godlike[image: External link] Spear of Destiny to save reality from the Legion of Doom. While tempted to rewrite her own tragic history the Spear briefly reunites Sara with Laurel in the afterlife who encourages her to do what's right and makes peace with her death, and chooses to render the Spear itself inert, foiling the evil plans of Eobard Thawne (Matt Letscher).
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 Creation and development




Jacqueline MacInnes Wood[image: External link] was cast as Sara Lance in March 2012.[1] Caity Lotz was announced to be playing Arrow's version of Black Canary during July 2013. During the same month it was revealed that her character is Sara, who had survived the Queen's Gambit shipwreck.[2][3]

According to Arrow producer Andrew Kreisberg, Sara was originally meant to be Ravager but they decided to give that role to Summer Glau[image: External link]'s character Isabel Rochev[image: External link] instead. After the switch was made, Sara was made into the Canary.[4]

After the character's death during the shows third season, it was announced in February 2015 that Caity Lotz would become a cast member on Legends of Tomorrow,[5] though it wasn't until May that they revealed she would continue to play Sara instead of a new character.[6]
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 Reception




The revelation in the season two episode, "Heir to the Demon", that Sara is bisexual and has been in a relationship with Nyssa al Ghul[image: External link] was positively received by critics as it made her the first character from either Marvel[image: External link] or DC to be explicitly shown as queer[image: External link] in either the movies or TV shows.[7][8] IGN's Jesse Schedeen praised the relationship between Sara and Wentworth Miller's character Leonard Snart, as well as the chemistry between Lotz and Miller, calling their "faint romantic tension that existed between [them] since the first episode" containing more weight than many of the other relationships on the show.[9]
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Firestorm (comics)






This article is about the superhero with subatomic transmogrification and radiation absorption. For the superhero who is made of living nuclear energy, see Captain Atom[image: External link].

Firestorm is the name of several fictional superheroes[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by DC Comics. Ronnie Raymond and Martin Stein debuted as the first incarnation in Firestorm, the Nuclear Man No. 1 (March 1978) and was created by Gerry Conway[image: External link] and Al Milgrom[image: External link].[1][2] Ronnie Raymond (by himself as the second incarnation) debuted in Firestorm the Nuclear Man vol. 2 No. 100 (August 1990), and was created by John Ostrander[image: External link] and Tom Mandrake[image: External link]. Jason Rusch (as the third incarnation) debuted in Firestorm vol. 3 No. 1, (July 2004), and was created by Dan Jolley[image: External link] and Chris Cross[image: External link].
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 Publication history




The first Firestorm series was short-lived, canceled abruptly in a company-wide cutback (the "DC Implosion[image: External link]")[3] with #5 (the first part of a multiple-issue story) the last to be distributed, and #6 included in Cancelled Comic Cavalcade[image: External link]. Writer Conway added Firestorm to the roster of Justice League of America[image: External link]. This led to a series of 8-page stories in the back of The Flash[image: External link] (issues 289–304; with art by George Pérez[image: External link], Jim Starlin[image: External link] and others), and a revival of a monthly Firestorm comic in 1982. The Fury of Firestorm (later called Firestorm: the Nuclear Man) lasted from 1982[image: External link] until 1990[image: External link].

Another Firestorm series began in 2004[image: External link] with a new character, Jason Rusch[image: External link], in the role after Ronnie Raymond was killed off in the pages of Identity Crisis[image: External link]. Rusch was poorly received and his book canceled after 30 issues and the Ronnie Raymond Firestorm was resurrected in the pages of Blackest Night.

Yet another Firestorm title was launched in 2011. Starring both Ronnie and his successor, Jason Rusch, it was one of the New 52[image: External link] titles launched in the wake of DC's Flashpoint[image: External link] crossover event. The series, The Fury of Firestorm: The Nuclear Men, was initially written by Gail Simone[image: External link] and Ethan Van Sciver[image: External link] and drawn by Yildiray Cinar[image: External link].[4] Joe Harris[image: External link] replaced Simone starting in Issue 7, while co-writer Van Sciver also provided the art for Issues 7 and 8 before Yildiray returned.[5] Veteran writer/artist Dan Jurgens[image: External link] took over the series with issue #13 in 2012, until the series' end with issue #20 in 2013.

In 2016, Firestorm was one of the features in the Legends of Tomorrow mini-series, which united Martin Stein and Jefferson Jackson as Firestorm for the first time in the New 52 universe.
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 Ronnie Raymond/Martin Stein




The original Firestorm was distinguished by his integrated dual identity. High school[image: External link] student Ronnie Raymond and Nobel Prize[image: External link]-winning physicist[image: External link] Martin Stein were caught in an accident that allowed them to fuse into the "nuclear man" Firestorm. Due to Stein's being unconscious during the accident, Raymond was prominently in command of the Firestorm form with Stein a voice of reason inside his mind, able to offer Raymond advice on how to use their powers without actually having any control over their dual form. Banter between the two was a hallmark of their adventures.[1] Stein was initially completely unaware of their dual identity, leaving him concerned about his unusual disappearances and blackouts, but Ronnie was eventually able to convince him of the truth, allowing them to bond as separate individuals rather than as parts of a whole.

After the accident, Firestorm took to defending New York City[image: External link] from such threats as Multiplex[image: External link] and Killer Frost[image: External link]. The 1982 series began with the teenaged Raymond adjusting to his newfound role and later delved into the issue of the nuclear arms race[image: External link]. The Fury of Firestorm slowly developed the lives of Raymond and Stein, as the teenager struggled with high school and moved towards graduation and the scientist found a life outside the lab after learning about his bond with Raymond. A second nuclear hero, Firehawk[image: External link], was added as a love interest for Firestorm in 1984. The series also tried to create a sense of fun, something that Gerry Conway felt was missing during his years writing Spider-Man[image: External link];[3] the banter between Ronnie Raymond and Martin Stein contributed to this. Upon graduation from high school, Raymond entered college in Pittsburgh[image: External link], where Stein had been hired as a professor. Afterward, together they searched for a cure for their bond.
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When Conway left the series in 1986, John Ostrander (with artist Joe Brozowski) began writing the Firestorm stories. Ostrander sought to make Firestorm more relevant to the world and a good deal grittier[citation needed[image: External link]]. His first major story arc pitted Firestorm against the world, as the hero, acting on a suggestion from a terminally-ill Professor Stein, demanded that the United States and the Soviet Union[image: External link] destroy all of their nuclear weapons[image: External link]. After tussles with the Justice League[image: External link] and most of his enemies, Firestorm faced off against the Russian nuclear superhero Pozhar[image: External link] in the Nevada[image: External link] desert, where they had an atomic bomb[image: External link] dropped on them. A new Firestorm resulted, a fusion of the two heroes: this new Firestorm was composed of Ronnie Raymond and the Russian Mikhail Arkadin but controlled by the disembodied amnesiac[image: External link] mind of Martin Stein.
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 Fire Elemental




The Firestorm with Arkadin proved to be a transitional phase, as in 1989, Ostrander fundamentally changed the character of Firestorm by revealing that Firestorm was a "Fire Elemental". Firestorm now became something of an environmental crusader, formed from Ronnie Raymond, Mikhail Arkadin and Svarozhich, a Soviet clone of the previous Firestorm, but with a new mind. Professor Stein, no longer part of the composite at all, continued to play a role, but the focus was on this radically-different character.[1] New artist Tom Mandrake[image: External link] would create a new look to match. It was during this phase that Firestorm met and befriended Shango[image: External link] and the Orishas, the elemental gods of Africa[image: External link]. He also met their chief deity and Shango's older brother Obatala[image: External link], Lord of the White Cloth.

By the series' 100th issue, Stein learned that he was destined to be the true Fire Elemental and would have been were it not for Ron Raymond also being there by circumstance. Raymond and Arkadin were returned to their old lives, and Stein as Firestorm was accidentally exiled to deep space in the process of saving the Earth. He thereafter spent many years traveling through space as a wanderer, returning to Earth on only two occasions: the War of the Gods crossover event, and again in the JLA spin-off[image: External link] Extreme Justice[image: External link] #5, where Stein cured Raymond of his leukemia[image: External link] and allowed Raymond to retain the original Firestorm persona on his own.

After the transition to the elemental Firestorm, all of the main characters from the series vanished from the comics for some time after the cancellation of the Firestorm comic in 1990. Raymond eventually returned in the pages of Extreme Justice.[6] Raymond, at the time was undergoing treatment for leukemia, regained his original powers after a chemotherapy[image: External link] session. It took the combined might of the Justice League led by Captain Atom[image: External link], and the returned elemental Firestorm to restore Ronnie's health. Firestorm began to appear regularly in a number of DC titles, though lacking the guidance and knowledge necessary to use his skills wisely. Firestorm was drafted by Batman into a "replacement" Justice League that was commissioned in case something befell the original team (in this case, being stranded in the distant past in "The Obsidian Age" storyline). After the original team returned, Firestorm stayed on as a reserve member and participated in events such as a team-up with the Justice Society of America (in JLA/JSA: Virtue and Vice) and the intercompany crossover[image: External link] JLA/Avengers[image: External link]. He was also briefly a member of the Power Company[image: External link].
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 Death




Ronnie Raymond was killed during the Identity Crisis[image: External link] mini-series. During a battle with the villain Shadow Thief[image: External link], Raymond was impaled by the Shining Knight[image: External link]'s sword, which the Shadow Thief had stolen. The magical sword ruptured the nuclear man's containment field, resulting in Firestorm's body exploding and his residual essence funneling into the body of Jason Rusch, the new host of the Firestorm Matrix.[1] His name was featured posthumously on Rip Hunter's chalkboard in Booster Gold (vol. 2) #1 in the statement "Ronnie Raymond + X = Firestorm".
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 Jason Rusch




In 2004, DC revived the Firestorm comic for the second time, with writer Dan Jolley[image: External link] and artist Chris Cross, but instead of the original Firestorm, Ronnie Raymond, there was a new protagonist; the teenager Jason Rusch.

Jason was a seventeen-year-old living in Detroit, who wanted nothing more than to escape his home city. He lived with his father who had turned abusive after he lost his hand in an industrial accident. His mother left his father sometime after the accident, leaving the young Jason with his father. With the loss of a job he needed to fund college, Jason turned to a local thug for money, accepting a job as a courier. It was on that job that he encountered the Firestorm matrix, searching for a new host after Ronnie Raymond's death. In the aftermath, Jason struggled to cope with his new identity and powers – a struggle that led to the death of the man who'd hired him.

Eventually, Jason managed to develop a degree of control over his powers. Ronnie eventually returned within the Firestorm matrix in Firestorm #9, remaining with Jason as part of Firestorm until he appeared to dissipate in Firestorm #13.

Shortly after Jason's eighteenth birthday, a few weeks after Raymond's dissipation, Jason was kidnapped by the new Secret Society of Super Villains[image: External link] for use as a power source in a hidden complex. Freed when the new Secret Six[image: External link] launched a raid on the complex, Jason discovered two important things: he had a fellow prisoner, a mysterious girl named Gehenna[image: External link], and his imprisonment by the Society had significantly depowered him (Firestorm #17).

Together, Jason and Gehenna escaped the complex. Gehenna disappeared in the aftermath, but telepathically promised Firestorm that she'd see him again. In Firestorm #19, Donna Troy[image: External link] recruited Firestorm – this time comprising Jason and his best friend Mick Wong – for her outer space team to fight the oncoming instability from Infinite Crisis[image: External link].
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 Infinite Crisis




In the 2006 miniseries Infinite Crisis[image: External link] it was revealed that Martin Stein, alive in space as the "Elemental Firestorm", had sensed the presence of Jason Rusch within the Firestorm Matrix, but was unaware of Ronnie Raymond's final demise. When Jason, as Firestorm, was gravely wounded in the line of duty, Stein linked with him in a variation of the merge, promising Jason a new Firestorm body to let him return into battle (although Martin had been unable to save Mick) and asking him about Ronnie's fate.

Accepting Martin's proposal, Jason asked Stein to become the permanent second member of the Firestorm matrix. Sensing his "errors" (including Mick's death) were the result of his youth and lack of experience, he sought the experience and maturity of Stein. Stein refused at first, but finally accepted Jason's request, thus ensuring both a new Firestorm body and the reconstruction of human bodies for both Rusch and Stein.[1]

It was revealed in Infinite Crisis that if the Multiverse had survived up to the present, Jason would have been a native of Earth-Eight[image: External link].[7]
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 Series 52




In the 2006–2007 weekly series 52[image: External link], it is revealed that Firestorm was fused with Cyborg[image: External link] due to malfunctioning Zeta Beam technology[image: External link]. Unmerged after several weeks, Jason Rusch, as Firestorm, tried to reform and lead a new Justice League, along with Firehawk[image: External link], Ambush Bug[image: External link], Super-Chief[image: External link], and the Bulleteer[image: External link]. After a failure in handling a time-displacement crisis staged by Skeets[image: External link], the new League was disbanded in disgrace, adding strain to the already shaky friendship with Lorraine, as Jason still holds her and the rest of Donna Troy's Space Team as responsible for Mick's demise. Finally, during the World War III[image: External link] event versus Black Adam[image: External link], Jason settled all differences with Lorraine, rekindling their friendship and asking for her powers, necessary to activate Firestorm after the mysterious disappearance of Martin Stein.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 "One Year Later"




As the storyline jumped ahead a year[image: External link] (and the series itself was now retitled as Firestorm: The Nuclear Man issue #23 on), Professor Stein has mysteriously vanished, and Jason Rusch has been merging with Firehawk[image: External link] to become Firestorm, allowing him to use her powers as well. The two decided to look for Stein together. Stein had been kidnapped and tortured by the Pupil, a former teaching assistant of Martin's. Flanked by the D.O.L.L.I.'s, a group of cyborg soldiers of limited cognitive ability, the Pupil (formerly known as Adrian Burroughs) questioned the nearly dead Stein about the secrets of the universe. Jason and Lorraine, along with the mysterious teleporter Gehenna, freed the captured Stein and restored him to full health. Jason is a college freshman at New York City's Columbus University and seems to have ties with Dani Sharpe, a member of the senior staff at LexCorp[image: External link].

The Firestorm team of Jason and Firehawk made several appearances across the DCU before the search for Martin Stein ended. This included dealing with the latest OMAC[image: External link] and teaming up with Superman[image: External link] in the "Back in Action" arc in Action Comics[image: External link]. Firehawk later introduced Jason to Pozhar[image: External link], a Russian superhero who was once a part of the Firestorm matrix; together, the trio take on a newly reborn Tokamak[image: External link]. This series ended with Firestorm: The Nuclear Man issue #35 in April 2007.
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 Anti-Life Equation




Main article: Anti-Life Equation[image: External link]


Jason Rusch and Martin Stein meet Shilo Norman[image: External link], and are attacked in succession by members of the New Gods[image: External link] such as Orion[image: External link] of New Genesis[image: External link], Granny Goodness's Female Furies[image: External link] as well as a greatly augmented Kalibak[image: External link] of Apokolips[image: External link]. Shilo informs Stein and Rusch that one quarter of the Life Equation is hidden within the Firestorm Matrix. The others are held by Earth's other three Elementals[image: External link], (possibly the Red Tornado[image: External link], Naiad[image: External link], and Swamp Thing[image: External link]). Darkseid fears that the Life Equation might challenge him and his Anti-Life Equation. Orion wished to keep Professor Stein safe, and Darksied's elite wished to secure the Matrix for their master[image: External link].[8] When the lord of evil descended upon them ripping the professor from Rusch within the Matrix then vanishing without a trace, having Gehenna as a "hidden partner" in their fusion, Jason began his search for the missing Dr. Stein.
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 Justice League




While apprehending Killer Frost[image: External link] in the commission of a heist, Jason Rusch is severely wounded by Lex Luthor[image: External link], the Joker[image: External link], and Cheetah[image: External link].[9] While still recovering, he goes to aid the captive members of the Justice League. Upon freeing the members of the League, he joins the battle against the Injustice League[image: External link]. After this victory, Firestorm is drafted into the League by Batman[image: External link].[10]

During the team's encounter with the planet destroying villain Starbreaker[image: External link] and the black-ops team the Shadow Cabinet[image: External link], Jason eventually faces Carl Sands (AKA Shadow Thief), the villain who killed Ronnie Raymond and inadvertently caused Jason's transformation into Firestorm. Sands mocks Jason for being an unworthy successor and nearly kills him like he did his predecessor, but Jason rejects the villain's insinuation that he is inferior, and emerges victorious.[11][12] Jason instead uses his abilities to seal Sands' mouth shut with duct tape, preventing the utilization the shadows within his body, thus rendering the villain powerless. He later assists Icon[image: External link] and the rest of the Justice League in the final battle with Starbreaker.[13]

After this, Jason plays a minor role in the mini-series Justice League: Cry for Justice[image: External link]. A short time later, Firestorm is seen helping search for survivors alongside Animal Man and Starfire after Star City is destroyed by Prometheus.[14]
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 Blackest Night




In the 2009 – 2010 Blackest Night[image: External link] miniseries, Ronnie Raymond is called by a black power ring[image: External link] to join the Black Lantern Corps[image: External link]. In the following issue, his reanimated corpse is shown confronting Barry Allen and Hal Jordan[image: External link] alongside Hawkman, Hawkgirl[image: External link], Elongated Man[image: External link], Sue Dibny[image: External link], and J'onn J'onzz[image: External link].[15] He then attacks Jason Rusch (the current Firestorm), and absorbs him into his own version of the Firestorm matrix. Then, using Jason's unique abilities, turns Gehenna[image: External link] into table salt, simultaneously ripping her heart out with a smile. He uses the Firestorm Matrix to absorb Jason's anger over Gehenna's death, providing the Black Lanterns with even more emotional energies.[16] He goes on to attack Barry and co. at the Justice League satellite. Jason then briefly asserts himself, allowing the heroes to escape. Regaining control, Ronnie proceeds to absorb Jason's willpower. Like other Black Lanterns, the undead Firestorm mimics the personality of Ronnie Raymond, often wisecracking and exhibiting other stereotypical teenage behavior.[17] In the final battle against Nekron, Ronnie is restored to life alongside Jason, the two separating from Firestorm. Ronnie is confused, asking Atom where Professor Stein is while Jason is upset with Ronnie killing Gehenna. Ronnie, however, apparently has no memory of doing so.[18]
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 Brightest Day




Main article: Brightest Day[image: External link]


In the 2010 – 2011 Brightest Day[image: External link] miniseries, Ronnie Raymond, still clad in casual clothing from a wild party the night before, arrives at Jason Rusch's apartment with Professor Stein and Ray Palmer to attend Gehenna's funeral. Stein and Palmer discuss Ron's return and how he no longer remembers anything since his death at the hands of Shadow Thief. While the two talk about the paperwork needed to have Ronnie's legal status as "dead" reversed, Ron approaches Jason and offers an apology about Gehenna's murder. Jason refuses to accept it, telling Ronnie that he forced him into being an accomplice to his own girlfriend's death, and that he probably doesn't even remember her name. When Ronnie is actually unable to remember Gehenna's name, Jason angrily lashes out and punches him in the face. This causes the two young men to merge into Firestorm, and they begin arguing inside the Matrix while Palmer transforms into the Atom[image: External link] in order to help them separate.[19][20]

Palmer manages to separate Jason and Ronnie, but not before the Firestorm matrix causes a huge explosion, transmutating everything in the Professor's laboratory into table salt.[21] While recovering in the hospital, Stein explains to Ronnie that it seems to be very dangerous to fuse into Firestorm again. Also, it is revealed that Ronnie, after quickly leaving the hospital and being threatened by Jason's father to stay away from Jason, lied to everyone, as he seems to perfectly remember murdering Gehenna as a Black Lantern.[22]

Some time after the forceful separation, he lies sleeping in preparation of a party, when a previously heard voice prods him awake – a monstrous construct of Gehenna, made totally of salt, which proceeds to throttle and choke him, taunting him to remember her name; while she is interrupted before killing him, Ronnie is left covered in salt.[23] Not too long after, he is lying, recovering from a massive binge, when Jason again forces the merge to help several construction workers endangered when the girders at the site are transmuted without warning to bubble gum. This time, they again hear the mysterious voice taunting them, and Ronnie accepts he remembers killing Gehenna, and they realize something else is lurking from within the Firestorm Matrix.[24]

As Firestorm, Ronnie and Jason visit Stein in an attempt to find out what is happening to them. Stein reveals to them that the Black Lantern Firestorm still exists in the Firestorm Matrix. Firestorm is then told by the Entity[image: External link] that they must learn from each other and defeat the Black Lantern Firestorm, before he destroys the Entity. Somehow, Jason and Ronnie trade places.[25]

After running a test, Professor Stein reveals the origin of the Firestorm Matrix. Stein believes that during the initial experiment he was able to capture the spark that preceded the Big Bang that created our universe. Thereby making the matrix a trigger for a new big bang, if the boys continue to experience emotional imbalance, they increase the likelihood of triggering a new big bang. After explaining this to the boys, the voice inside them speaks again. Declaring that it is not the matrix, a pair of black hands reaches out from inside Firestorm. Forcibly separating Jason and Ronnie, Black Lantern Firestorm stands between them, separate from both Ronnie and Jason and apparently calling itself "Deathstorm".[26]

Deathstorm reveals its plan to Stein, stating that it intends to create enough emotional instability between Ronnie and Jason that the Matrix will trigger another Big Bang thereby destroying of all life in the universe. In order to help accomplish this goal, Deathstorm absorbs Stein's mind in order to use his knowledge of Ronnie against him; then, to torture Jason, Deathstorm brings his father Alvin Rusch to the lab and absorbs him as well. Taking flight Deathstorm beckons Ronnie and Jason (now merged into Firestorm) to follow it. Deathstorm leads them to Silver City, New Mexico and the resting place of the Central Power White Lantern Battery. Deathstorm tries to lift the battery but is unable to until he infects it with black energy, after which he is able to lift it with ease. After he threatens to destroy the White Lantern Battery and therefore prevent Ronnie and Jason to truly live, a voice beckons him not to. The voice, commands him to bring the Central Power White Lantern Battery to the voice as well as an army, at which point Deathstorm brings back the Black Lantern versions of Professor Zoom[image: External link], Maxwell Lord[image: External link], Hawk[image: External link], Jade[image: External link], Captain Boomerang[image: External link], Martian Manhunter[image: External link], Aquaman[image: External link], Hawkman, Hawkgirl, Deadman[image: External link] and Osiris[image: External link].[27]

Deathstorm and the Black Lanterns teleport to an unknown location, Firestorm (Jason and Ronnie) ultimately seek the help from the Justice League.[28] Firestorm arrive at the Hall of Justice asking for help.[29] Firestorm is placed in a containment chamber while the League search for a way to stabilize the energy. However, an internal argument between Ronnie and Jason ignites the spark, apparently resulting in the destruction of the universe.[30] Ronnie and Jason quickly notice, after defeating an hive of Shadow Demons, that the universe was not destroyed as they thought but they were actually transported to the Anti-Matter Universe. There they are contacted by the Entity who reveals to them that since Boston Brand[image: External link] has not yet found the one who will take the Entity's place, it is Firestorm mission to protect the Entity.[31] Meanwhile, Deathstorm and the Black Lanterns are shown on Qward[image: External link] delivering the White Battery to someone.[32] That someone is revealed to be the Anti-Monitor[image: External link] seeking to harvest the life energy within the Lantern to grow stronger. Firestorm takes the White Lantern and attempts to fight the Anti-Monitor, but is defeated. Deathstorm then brings Professor Stein out of his Matrix to taunt the two with. Deathstorm then attempts to turn Ronnie to salt, but the Professor takes the brunt of the attack. Angered, Ronnie decides to truly work together with Jason to avenge the Professor. The Entity then declares that Ronnie has accomplished his mission, returning life to him in a burst of white energy that obliterates the Black Lanterns, returns Jason's father to his home, and deposits Firestorm in the Star City forest. Ronnie angrily attempts to make the Entity resurrect the Professor, but is refused. Deadman then arrives, demanding that he be given the White Lantern.[33]

When the "Dark Avatar", made his presence known, Firestorm is part of the Elementals. Ronnie was then transformed by the Entity to become the element of fire and protect the Star City Forest from the "Dark Avatar" which appears to be the Black Lantern version of the Swamp Thing[image: External link].[34] The Elementals are then fused with the body of Alec Holland in order for him to be transformed by the Entity into the new Swamp Thing and battle against the Dark Avatar. After the Dark Avatar is defeated, Swamp Thing brought back Firestorm to normal. Afterward, Ronnie and Jason must find a way to contain their Firestorm matrix from the explosion less than ninety days.[35]
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 The New 52




After the events of the 2011 " Flashpoint[image: External link]" storyline, The New 52[image: External link] reality altered Firestorm's personal history to be completely restarted. Ronnie Raymond is now introduced as a high school senior and the captain of the football team. During a terrorist attack on their school, classmate Jason Rusch produces a vial given to him by Professor Stein, which contains the "God Particle", one of Stein's creations. The God Particle transform both Jason and Ronnie into Firestorm, and the two teens briefly battle each other before accidentally merging into a hulking creature known as the Fury.[36]

Sharing the identity of Firestorm with Ronnie being the brawn and Jason being the brains, Firestorm is considered for recruitment into the Justice League along with several other heroes. They play a large part in the events leading up to the Trinity War, the three-way battle between the Justice League (the original headed by Batman[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link] and Superman[image: External link]), the Justice League of America (the A.R.G.U.S. sponsored team led by Steve Trevor[image: External link], Green Arrow[image: External link] and Amanda Waller[image: External link]), and Justice League Dark (the paranormal team consisting of John Constantine, Zatana and the Phantom Stranger). When Superman is framed for the death of Dr. Light and the League is taken into custody, Amanda Waller has Firestorm experiment on their ability to create certain elements: specifically, the mass production of kryptonite. It turns out that the two are indeed capable of using their powers to create it, but with some difficulty. However, this ultimately becomes moot once the Trinity War leads to the invasion of the Crime Syndicate, who supposedly kill off the Justice League. In fact, the League is trapped inside Firestorm by his Earth-3 counterpart Deathstorm (a combination of Martin Stein and a corpse he experimented on), with only Batman and Catwoman escaping the initial fracas. The Leagues are presumed dead for a time, but are eventually freed from captivity after the Syndicate is defeated by Batman and Lex Luthor's Injustice League, Batman using Wonder Woman's Lasso of Truth[image: External link] to draw her and the others out of Firestorm.
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 Powers and abilities




Firestorm has the ability to rearrange Molecular to subatomic structure of any substance into most anything else, changing the particles of matter & energy to create objects of different atomic characteristics of equal mass. He can not only transmute the basic composition of an object (e.g., transmuting lead into gold of equivalent substance) but he can also change its shape. He initially could not, however, affect organic matter without painful, even lethal, feedback. As Jason Rusch became Firestorm however, that weakness had all but dissipated. With old and new variations the organic limitation does not extend to his person as he can change himself at will, allowing him to regenerate lost and damaged tissue, boost his immune system, shapeshift, increase his physical capabilities and survive indefinitely without food, water and air. Much like a Green Lantern's limitations, Firestorm can only create items whose workings are understood by the "driver" of the Firestorm matrix. Unlike a Green Lantern's creations, Firestorm's alterations are permanent unless he reverses them.[1] Following Raymond's resurrection during Brightest Day, Firestorm gained the ability to switch "drivers" between Ronnie and Jason at will; before that only the active driver was in control, with the dormant consciousness only able to advise the other on what action to take rather than do anything themselves.

Firestorm has also demonstrated the ability to fly at fantastic (but unmeasured) speeds, to render himself intangible and thereby pass through solid objects harmlessly, to generate destructive and concussive blasts of nuclear fusion energy from his hands, absorb radiation harmlessly, and superhuman levels of strength and resistance to injury enough to challenge New Gods such as Orion, Female Fury Lashina or an empowered Kaliback. During the New 52 the powers of the Firestorm matrix remain the same but now not only can it be shared through multiple users at a time, but through the processes of nuclear fusion with another matrix wielder they can fuse into larger and stronger yet more unstable atomic entities with greatly amplified powers as opposed to the sum total of its individual parts. The entity formed between Ronnie and Jason when using the Matrix in tandem create a nuclear being called The Fury when they pool their resources.
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 Other versions




Firestorm has appeared in various alternate realities within the DC Multiverse[image: External link]: a gender-reversed version appears in Countdown: The Search for Ray Palmer[image: External link] as an inhabitant of Earth-11[image: External link];[37] a version of the Ronnie Raymond Firestorm appeared in JLA: The Nail[image: External link], as a captive of Cadmus Labs[image: External link];[38] a Firestork of the Just'a Lotta Animals[image: External link];[39] a Firestorm of a Justice League 100 years in the future, where Maxwell Lord[image: External link] has plunged humanity into a massive metahuman war appeared in Justice League: Generation Lost[image: External link],[40] and a merger of Ronnie Raymond and Nathaniel Adam[image: External link] of Earth-37[image: External link] called Quantum-Storm was summoned by Monarch[image: External link] in the mini-series Countdown: Arena[image: External link].[41]
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 Earth-3




Firestorm's Crime Syndicate[image: External link] counterpart during the "Trinity War[image: External link]" event is introduced as Deathstorm from Earth-3[image: External link].[42] It is revealed that, on Earth-3, Professor Martin Stein would experiment on humans to unlock the secret of life through death. He was recruited by one of the Crime Syndicate's enemies to determine what the Syndicate's individual weaknesses were. However, he used the new lab he supplied to continue his human experimentation, eventually experimenting on himself, fusing with a corpse, becoming Deathstorm.[43] He is killed by Mazahs, stealing his powers.[44]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Flashpoint




In the alternative timeline of Flashpoint[image: External link], Jason Rusch is killed by Heat Wave in an attempt to take his place in the Firestorm Matrix, alongside Ronnie Raymond, but is defeated by Cyborg[image: External link].[45]
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 In other media
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 Television
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 Animation





	The original incarnation of Firestorm appeared in ABC[image: External link]'s Super Friends: The Legendary Super Powers Show[image: External link] and The Super Powers Team: Galactic Guardians[image: External link] (the last two Super Friends series) with Ronnie Raymond voiced by Mark L. Taylor[image: External link] and Martin Stein voiced by Olan Soule[image: External link] (in the first series) and by Ken Sansom[image: External link] (in the second series).

	Firestorm was among the myriad planned guest stars in Cartoon Network[image: External link]'s Justice League Unlimited[image: External link] animated series[image: External link]. Writer/producer Dwayne McDuffie[image: External link] said the producers had permission from DC Comics to use Firestorm, but the show's creators could not come up with a story that they liked.[citation needed[image: External link]] McDuffie revealed in Wizard[image: External link] magazine #197 that the producers intended to use the Ronnie Raymond / Martin Stein version, and was to have been the focus character for the episode "The Greatest Story Never Told" but was replaced by Booster Gold[image: External link].[46]


	The Jason Rusch / Ronnie Raymond incarnation of Firestorm appears on the animated[image: External link] TV series Batman: The Brave and the Bold[image: External link], with Jason Rusch voiced by Tyler James Williams[image: External link] and Ronnie Raymond voiced by Bill Fagerbakke[image: External link]. This version consisted of intelligent youngster Jason Rusch's body and mind fused with science teacher/ex-jock Ronnie Raymond's muscle. Producer James Tucker said this, "the smart kid has the body and he's got this dumb guy in his head telling him stuff... it's kind of a total flip of the original Firestorm".[47] Introduced in "A Bat Divided!", the youth Jason and his coach Ronnie attend a class trip at a nuclear plant. The two are caught in the middle of Doctor Double X[image: External link]'s supercharged nuclear energy and are fused together by accident. After being given a containment suit by Batman[image: External link], Jason and Ronnie use their abilities to stop Doctor Double X. Jason decides on the name 'Firestorm' in the episode's final scene despite Ronnie liking the name 'Flame Dude'. Firestorm appears in "The Siege of Starro!" two-parter among Batman's rag-tag group of heroes with Booster Gold, Captain Marvel[image: External link] and B'wana Beast[image: External link] to fight Starro[image: External link]. Firestorm realizes that a host can be freed by overloading the Starro clone with energy. When Billy Batson yells 'Shazam!' and the lightning hits Starro, Firestorm hits upon the idea to use the lightning for Starro's initial defeat. Firestorm later fights alongside many other superheroes to defeat Starro's titan form. Firestorm returns in the teaser for "Darkseid Descending!", assisting Batman in stopping Killer Frost[image: External link] (Louise Lincoln), who is also Ronnie's ex-girlfriend.

	Franz Drameh and Victor Garber reprise their roles as Jax Jackson and Martin Stein, the two halves of Firestorm, in the web series Vixen.[48]


	The Ronnie Raymond / Martin Stein version of Firestorm appears in Justice League Action[image: External link], with Ronnie Raymond voiced by P.J. Byrne[image: External link] and Martin Stein voiced by Stephen Tobolowsky[image: External link]. Firestorm first appears in "Nuclear Family Values" where Firestorm had to prevent the Nuclear Family[image: External link] from blowing up a nuclear plant. With Martin Stein's guidance, Firestorm was able to shrink them down. Afterwards, Firestorm is recruited into the Justice League. In the episode "Freezer Burn", Firestorm works with Batman where they fight Mr. Freeze who is freezing Gotham City with a special freeze gun on his airship that is powered by Killer Frost. In the episode "Field Trip," Firestorm, Blue Beetle[image: External link], and Stargirl are given a tour of the Fortress of Solitude by Superman when General Zod[image: External link], Ursa[image: External link], and Quex-Ul[image: External link] are accidentally freed. With Superman incapacitated, Firestorm with guidance from Martin Stein works at making Kryptonite while Blue Beetle and Stargirl fight General Zod's group. Firestorm transmutes some of the ice into Kryptonite which weakens the Kryptonian villains. In the episode "Double Cross," Firestorm assists Batman and Plastic Man in their plot to apprehend Deadshot[image: External link].
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 Live-action





	Firestorm is featured in the CW[image: External link]'s Arrowverse, with Ronnie Raymond portrayed by Robbie Amell,[49] and Professor Martin Stein portrayed by Victor Garber.[50]

	Firestorm first appears on the 2014 series The Flash, with Ronnie Raymond and Professor Martin Stein as the two halves. Ronnie is an engineer at S.T.A.R. Labs and Caitlin Snow[image: External link]’s fiancé while Professor Stein is the creator of the F.I.R.E.S.T.O.R.M. matrix. Throughout season one's first half, Ronnie is presumed deceased from the particle accelerator explosion while saving the lives of his co-workers. However, he survived and merged with Stein, who was on site with the matrix, to become the entity later named Firestorm. The two spend months trapped together, with Stein in primary control of Firestorm, until Caitlin discovers information from Jason Rusch (Luc Roderique), one of Stein's old assistants.[51] In season one's second half, Eobard Thawne manages to separate the two, and they eventually learn to control their shared powers; Ronnie spends time with Caitlin while Stein reunites with his wife Clarissa Stein. Firestorm has a confrontation with Wade Eiling[image: External link], which compels Martin and Ronnie to go into hiding. Firestorm later assists Barry Allen and the Arrow in a fight with the Reverse-Flash. In season one's finale, Ronnie finally marries Caitlin (with Martin officiating), while Stein gives Barry and Eddie Thawne[image: External link] some insight on time travel possibility and their respective destinies. A scene introducing Firestorm's ability to manipulate matter was filmed but was ultimately cut due to time constraints.[52] In season two's opening, Firestorm help the Flash when Eobard's singularity threatening Central City; Barry is able to recover only Stein while Ronnie is presumed dead. After the deaths of Ronnie and Eddie, Professor Stein becomes a member of Team Flash as the group's scientific advisor during season two's early half. Stein also discovers Cisco Ramon's metahuman status and encourages Cisco to accept these new abilities and to tell the others. Unfortunately, Stein exhibits symptoms that the Firestorm matrix has become unstable without a partner, endangering Stein's life. The team searches for a likely candidate among people who have been affected by the dark matter explosion in a similar manner who also possess the same blood type. Jefferson "Jax" Jackson[image: External link] (Franz Drameh) ultimately becomes the new partner. A former high school football star (like Ronnie in the comics), Jax was injured by the particle accelerator explosion, ending his collegiate career before it started. Jax is hesitant at first to become Firestorm's new half but agrees when the only other candidate[image: External link] uses the powers for revenge. Jax and Stein later leave Central City to train in using their Firestorm powers. In season two's later half, Barry, Cisco and Harry Wells[image: External link] travel to Earth-2[image: External link] and encounter Deathstorm (Ronnie Raymond's Earth-2 counterpart and partner to Killer Frost). It also turns out Deathstorm is Ronnie in control as he hasn't let his partner out in years and can no longer hear him. When Deathstorm and his boss Reverb nearly kill the Flash, Zoom kills them both, leaving Killer Frost to mourn Ronnie's death.[53] Both Ronnie and Stein return for season three.[54] Ronnie appears to Barry in the Speed Force as part of a series of visions of those allies who have died due to Barry's actions. In a reality that Music Meister[image: External link] trapping Supergirl and Flash, Stein is featured as the unnamed husband of Joe West's crime lord counterpart Digsy Foss.

	Firestorm appears in the spin-off Legends of Tomorrow, with Martin Stein and Jax Jackson as the two halves.[55] Although Jax was initially uncertain about participating in Rip Hunter's mission, to the extent that Stein had to knock him out to get him to come to the final meeting, Jax comes to appreciate the chance to be part of the team on such a significant mission when he witnesses them all taking action while under fire from time-travelling hitman Chronos. During a trip to 1975, Stein has a brief encounter with his younger self (Graeme McComb) that nearly results in him missing the faculty meeting where he met his future wife, but Hunter is able to erase the younger Stein's memory so that history unfolds as it should. During a trip to 1986, following a period of tension as Jax becomes frustrated with Stein ordering him around, Stein is forcibly merged with Valentina Vostok to create a Soviet Firestorm, but he is able to break free of the sociopathic scientist with Jax's encouragement as he recognizes that Stein was only trying to protect him after losing Ronnie; the separation and improper merge trigger an explosion that apparently kills Valentina and destroys the Gulag where she worked. Jefferson is briefly sent back to 2016 after he is exposed to temporal radiation that causes his internal organs to age at an accelerated rate, but travelling back to the past heals his injuries, and he is able to return to the future and rescue his allies when they are captured by the Time Masters by working with a version of Stein from just after Rip made his offer but before they left in the Waverider. The season one finale introduces Firestorm's ability to transmute matter when he accidentally turns a Nazi soldier's gun into sand, subsequently turning a meteor into water before Vandal Savage could use it as part of a complex plan to undo history. Following Rip's disappearance after he disperses the team across history while trying to stop a nuclear bomb destroying New York in 1942, Stein briefly takes on the role of team leader, but Sara Lance takes on the role instead as Stein is forced to acknowledge that he is less qualified to be a field leader as he is more of an analytical thinker while having trouble making on-the-spot calls under pressure. During a later trip to 1987, Stein has a new encounter with his younger self, which results in his past self being stabbed by Damien Darhk as the villain acts as an advisor to the White House during a disarmament project with Stein berating his younger self for his attitude towards his wife. In the crossover "Invasion", Stein receives new memories of a timeline resulting by both the Legends' and the Flash's time-traveling, realizing that his advice to his younger self inspired him to be more emotionally invested in his marriage and led to them having a daughter. Stein is morally conflicted about the alteration of his life despite being happy to be a father. Later on, his ability to transmute matter has progressed to the point that he can turn an impregnable vault used to hold the Spear of Destiny into a mass of jelly beans.
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 Film




The Jason Rusch version of Firestorm appears in Justice League: Crisis on Two Earths[image: External link], voiced by Cedric Yarbrough[image: External link]. He has a brief appearance, but it is not clear if he is merged with Martin Stein, Ronnie Raymond or operating on his own. Batman, realizing that he is outnumbered by several super-villains from a parallel earth, teleports Firestorm along with several other super-heroes to defend the base. Firestorm engages in battle with one of the "Made Men" from the alternate Earth, and is seen to use molecular manipulation powers to imprison his foe in the floor plating of the Justice League[image: External link]'s incomplete space station. When the supervillain easily shatters the plating, Firestorm realizes that he is outmatched, and switches tactics, trying to overwhelm his opponent with energy blasts. Although he is knocked down and nearly finished by the enemy, Black Canary uses a well-timed scream to save him. Aside from briefly appearing in the dust of a demolished command center, he is not seen again until the end of the movie, when it is implied that Batman has invited him and the rest of the emergency help to join the Justice League. Additionally, an alternate version of Firestorm, from a parallel universe, appears briefly onscreen among the Made Men.
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 Video games





	The Ronnie Raymond / Martin Stein version of Firestorm appears as a playable character in Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link], voiced by Nolan North[image: External link].

	The Jason Rusch / Martin Stein version of Firestorm appears as a playable character in Injustice 2[image: External link], with Jason Rusch voiced by Ogie Banks[image: External link] and Martin Stein voiced by Fred Tatasciore[image: External link].[56] In the game, Firestorm is an ally of Batman[image: External link], helping him restore order to the planet after High Councillor Superman[image: External link]'s defeat. They and Blue Beetle are selected by Batman to guard Superman's cell at the Lex Luthor Memorial Prison from the remaining Regime members and Brainiac's forces. When they start to get overwhelmed, they threaten to destroy the facility with their nuclear power, but refrain after Batman arrives and frees Superman. Afterwards, Batman chastises the duo for their recklessness and has them create a golden shard of Kryptonite to use in case Superman goes rogue again. They are later brainwashed into serving Brainiac, but are saved by Batman and Superman.[57] In their ending, they try overheating Brainiac to defeat him, but in the process blow up Brainiac's ship and the thousands of worlds within it. Though they know the heroes will never look at them the same way again after their mistake, they still pledge loyalty to helping Batman if he needs it.
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 Parodies




The Ronnie Raymond version of Firestorm appeared in the Robot Chicken[image: External link] DC Comics Special[image: External link], voiced by Alfred Molina[image: External link]. He was featured in the second part of the segment "Real Characters From the DC Universe" where the narrator (voiced by Kevin Shinick[image: External link]) of that segment doesn't take him seriously. In the third part of "Real Characters From the DC Universe", Firestorm enters where he is not happy about being lumped in with Mister Banjo (who Firestorm refers to as Fatty Arbuckle[image: External link]) and states that he can fly, shoot nuclear blasts and can literally turn lead into gold. Mister Banjo replies to Firestorm that his banjo cost him almost $60.00 so they both "bring a lot to the table". Firestorm ends up transmuting Mister Banjo's banjo into steel to knock out Mister Banjo with. Firestorm then demands from the narrator where B'Dg[image: External link] (someone who was featured in the first part of the segment as another ridiculous DC character) is located and the narrator tells Firestorm that B'Dg is "down the hall, first dressing room on the right." Firestorm then heads there and hits B'Dg with the banjo.
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 Collected editions





	
Firestorm: The Nuclear Man (Firestorm: The Nuclear Man #1–5)

	
Firestorm: The Nuclear Man – Reborn (Firestorm: The Nuclear Man Vol. 3 #23–27)

	
The Fury of Firestorm: The Nuclear Men Vol. 1: God Particle (The Fury of Firestorm #1–6)

	
The Fury of Firestorm: The Nuclear Men Vol. 2: The Firestorm Protocols (The Fury of Firestorm #7–12, 0)

	
The Fury of Firestorm: The Nuclear Men Vol. 3: Takeover (The Fury of Firestorm #13–20)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b c d e f Wallace, Dan (2008), "Firestorm", in Dougall, Alastair, The DC Comics Encyclopedia, New York: Dorling Kindersley[image: External link], p. 123, ISBN[image: External link]  0-7566-4119-5[image: External link], OCLC[image: External link]  213309017[image: External link]


	
^ McAvennie, Michael; Dolan, Hannah, ed. (2010). "1970s". DC Comics Year By Year A Visual Chronicle. Dorling Kindersley[image: External link]. p. 177. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7566-6742-9[image: External link]. If inventiveness is the fusion of ideas, then Firestorm was one of the most original characters to emerge from a comic book in years. Penned by Gerry Conway and drawn by Al Milgrom, the Nuclear Man was a genuine sign of the times—the explosive embodiment of a nuclear world.


	
^ a b Conway, Gerry. "Nuclear Reactions: Just Your Average Hot-Headed Hero," The Fury of Firestorm #1 #1 (June 1982).


	
^ Thu, 06/02/2011 – 10:00am (2011-05-31). "The New Justice | DC Comics"[image: External link]. Dcu.blog.dccomics.com. Retrieved 2013-11-25.


	
^ "Joe Harris Replaces Gail Simone as "Firestorm" Co-Writer"[image: External link]. CBR.com. 6 December 2011. Retrieved 19 January 2012.


	
^ Beatty, Scott[image: External link] (2008), "Extreme Justice", in Dougall, Alastair, The DC Comics Encyclopedia, New York[image: External link]: Dorling Kindersley[image: External link], p. 117, ISBN[image: External link]  0-7566-4119-5[image: External link], OCLC[image: External link]  213309017[image: External link]


	
^ Johns, Geoff[image: External link]. Infinite Crisis #5 (April 2006)


	
^ As seen in Firestorm, the Nuclear Man #33


	
^ Justice League of America Wedding Special (vol. 1) #2


	
^ Justice League of America (vol. 2) #15


	
^ Justice League of America (vol. 2) #32 (April 2009)


	
^ Justice League of America (vol. 2) #33 (May 2009)


	
^ Justice League of America (vol. 2) #34 (June 2009)


	
^ Justice League: Cry for Justice #7 (March 2010)


	
^ Blackest Night #2 (August 2009)


	
^ Blackest Night #3 (September 2009)


	
^ Blackest Night #4 (October 2009)


	
^ Blackest Night #8 (March 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #0 (April 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #1 (May 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #2 (May 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #3 (June 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #4 (June 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #6 (July 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #7 (August 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #10 (September 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #11 (October 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #12 (October 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #15 (December 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #16 (December 2010)


	
^ Brightest Day #17 (January 2011)


	
^ Brightest Day #18 (January 2011)


	
^ Brightest Day #22 (March 2011)


	
^ Brightest Day #23 (April 2011)


	
^ Brightest Day #24 (April 2011)


	
^ The Fury of Firestorm: The Nuclear Men #1 (September 2011)


	
^ Countdown: The Search for Ray Palmer #1


	
^ JLA: The Nail #2–3


	
^ Captain Carrot and his Amazing Zoo Crew! #14


	
^ Justice League: Generation Lost #14


	
^ Countdown: Arena #1–4


	
^ Justice League Vol. 2 #23


	
^ Johns, Geoff[image: External link] (w), Reis, Ivan (p), Prado, Joe, Eber Ferreira, Rob Hunter, Andy Lanning (i), Reis, Rod, Tomeu Morey, Tony Avina (col), Napolitano, Nick J. (let). "Forever Numb" Justice League v2, 26 (February 2013), DC Comics


	
^ Forever Evil #7


	
^ Flashpoint: Legion of Doom #1 (June 2011)


	
^ "The Justice League Watchtower: The Greatest Story Never Told"[image: External link]. Jl.toonzone.net. Retrieved 2011-04-21.


	
^ Sands, Rich. "Winter Sci-fi Preview" TV Guide[image: External link]; November 23, 2009; Page 31


	
^ Damore, Meagan (July 20, 2016). "CASSIDY'S BLACK CANARY, ATOM & MORE WILL APPEAR IN "VIXEN" SEASON 2"[image: External link]. Comic Book Resources. Retrieved July 20, 2016.


	
^ "‘The Flash’: Robbie Amell Cast as Firestorm"[image: External link]. Variety. 9 July 2014. Retrieved July 9, 2014.


	
^ "‘The Flash’ Casting: Victor Garber To Recur As Dr. Martin Stein"[image: External link]. Deadline.com. October 9, 2014. Retrieved October 11, 2014.


	
^ Sunu, Steve (11 November 2014). "Roderique Cast As 'The Flash's' Jason Rusch"[image: External link]. Comic Book Resources. Retrieved 8 January 2015.


	
^ Cairns, Bryan (May 19, 2015). "Amell Teases Wedding Bells, Tragedy & Matter Manipulation in "Flash's" Season Finale"[image: External link]. Comic Book Resources. Retrieved May 21, 2015.


	
^ [1][image: External link]


	
^ Abrams, Natalie (January 12, 2017). "The Flash: Robbie Amell returning in season 3.!"[image: External link]. Entertainment Weekly.


	
^ Andreeva, Nellie (February 26, 2015). "Arrow/Flash Superhero Team-Up Spinoff In Works At CW; Brandon Routh, Victor Garber, Wentworth Miller, Caity Lotz Star"[image: External link]. Deadline Hollywood. Retrieved February 27, 2015.


	
^ Romano, Sal (2017-03-13). "Injustice 2 adds Firestorm"[image: External link]. Gematsu. Retrieved 2017-03-13.


	
^ https://www.injustice.com/characters/firestorm[image: External link]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Firestorm[image: External link] at Don Markstein's Toonopedia[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on July 29, 2016.

	
Firestorm (Martin Stein/Ronnie Raymond)[image: External link] at the Comic Book DB

	
Firestorm (Raymond/Arkadin/Stein)[image: External link] at the Comic Book DB

	
Firestorm (Ronald Raymond)[image: External link] at the Comic Book DB

	
Firestorm (Martin Stein)[image: External link] at the Comic Book DB

	
Firestorm (Jason Rusch)[image: External link] at the Comic Book DB

	Brady, Matt (July 8, 2006). "From The Files of Professor Martin Stein"[image: External link]. Newsarama[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on December 11, 2008.





Categories[image: External link]:

	DC Comics characters[image: External link]

	Comics characters introduced in 1978[image: External link]

	DC Comics titles[image: External link]

	1978 comics debuts[image: External link]

	1982 comics debuts[image: External link]

	2004 comics debuts[image: External link]

	2011 comics debuts[image: External link]

	Superhero comics[image: External link]

	American superheroes[image: External link]

	Comics characters introduced in 1990[image: External link]

	Comics characters introduced in 2004[image: External link]

	DC Comics superheroes[image: External link]

	DC Comics television characters[image: External link]

	Fictional scientists[image: External link]

	DC Comics metahumans[image: External link]

	Comics characters introduced in 1987[image: External link]

	Characters created by Al Milgrom[image: External link]

	Characters created by Gerry Conway[image: External link]

	Fictional characters with nuclear or radiation abilities[image: External link]

	Fictional characters with fire or heat abilities[image: External link]

	Male characters in comics[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 11 June 2017, at 18:04.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Firestorm (comics): https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firestorm_(comics) [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Firestorm_(comics) [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Publication history

	2 Fictional character biography

	3 Powers and abilities

	4 Other versions

	5 In other media

	6 Collected editions

	7 See also

	8 References

	9 External links





Hawkgirl






Hawkgirl is a fictional superheroine[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by DC Comics, and was one of the first female superheroes. The original Hawkgirl, Shiera Sanders Hall, was created by writer Gardner Fox[image: External link] and artist Dennis Neville[image: External link], and first appeared in Flash Comics[image: External link] #1 (January 1940). Kendra Saunders was created by writer David S. Goyer[image: External link], writer James Robinson[image: External link], and artist Stephen Sadowski[image: External link], and first appeared in JSA Secret Files and Origins #1 (August 1999).
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 Golden Age




Created by writer Gardner Fox[image: External link] and artist Dennis Neville[image: External link], Shiera Sanders first appeared in Flash Comics[image: External link] #1 (Jan. 1940), in the same 12-page story in which Fox and Neville introduced Hawkman.[1] Archaeologist Carter Hall has a dream that he is an ancient Egyptian[image: External link] prince, Khufu, who has a lover, named Shiera in the original story, or Princess Chay-Ara in modern retellings. The next day, Carter meets a woman named Shiera who looks exactly like the woman in his dream. Carter dons the identity of Hawkman and Shiera becomes Carter's girlfriend. Shiera first appears as Hawkgirl in All Star Comics[image: External link] #5 (July 1941), in a costume created by Sheldon Moldoff[image: External link],[2] based on Neville's Hawkman costume. During Hawkman's solo segment of the Justice Society of America story, Shiera dons a spare set of Nth metal[image: External link] wings developed by Hawkman, and masquerades as Hawkman in order to trick some criminals. Shiera continues to wear the costume and wings in later stories, eventually adopting the identity of Hawkgirl.
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 Silver Age




Main article: Hawkwoman[image: External link]


With the fading popularity of superheroes during the late 1940s, the Hawkman feature ended in the last issue of Flash Comics in 1949. In 1956, DC Comics resurrected the Flash[image: External link] by revamping the character with a new identity and backstory. Following the success of the new Flash, DC Comics revamped Hawkman in a similar fashion with The Brave and the Bold[image: External link] #34 in 1961. The Silver Age versions of Hawkman and Hawkgirl became married alien police officers from the planet Thanagar who come to Earth in order to study police techniques. Silver Age Hawkgirl is introduced as Shayera Hol (phonetically identical to Shiera Hall), who appears in costume as of her first appearance. Although Silver Age Hawkman joins the Justice League[image: External link] in Justice League of America #31 in 1964, Silver Age Hawkgirl was not offered membership because Justice League rules only allowed for one new member to be admitted at a time. Several years later, Silver Age Hawkgirl joined the Justice League of America with issue #146 in 1977. In 1981, Silver Age Hawkgirl changed her name to Hawkwoman in the Hawkman backup feature of World's Finest Comics[image: External link] #274.

With the establishment of DC's multiverse[image: External link] system, the Golden Age Hawkgirl was said to have lived on Earth-Two[image: External link] and the Silver Age Hawkgirl on Earth-One[image: External link]. Although Golden Age Hawkman makes his first Silver Age appearance during the first JLA/JSA teamup in 1963 and continues making appearances during the annual JLA/JSA teamups, Golden Age Hawkgirl does not reappear until 1976, in the revival of the All Star Comics monthly comic. During the publication gap between the cancellation of Hawkman at the end of the Golden Age and the reintroduction of Earth-Two Hawkman during the Silver Age, Golden Age Hawkman and Hawkgirl are married off-panel. Golden Age Hawkgirl made further appearances as the mother of Silver Scarab[image: External link] in the Infinity Inc. comic and as Hawkgirl as a member of the All-Star Squadron[image: External link], a retroactive team of Golden Age heroes active in the 1940s.
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 Post-Crisis




Following the events of DC's miniseries, Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], the histories of Earth-One, Two, Four, S, and X were merged into one single Earth with a consistent past, present, and future. As a result, both the Golden Age and the Silver Age versions of Hawkman and Hawkgirl live on the same Earth. Shortly after Crisis on Infinite Earths, DC decided that having the Justice Society on the same Earth as all of the other superheroes was redundant and most of the team, including Golden Age Hawkman and Hawkgirl were given a sendoff in the Last Days of the Justice Society one-shot[image: External link]. The Justice Society were trapped in another dimension, Limbo[image: External link], where they would battle for all of eternity to prevent Ragnarök[image: External link] from occurring on the Earth.

Initially, the Silver Age Hawkman and Hawkwoman were kept in continuity unchanged after Crisis on Infinite Earths. However, DC reversed this decision and rebooted[image: External link] Hawkman continuity after the success of the Hawkworld[image: External link] miniseries. Originally, Hawkworld was a miniseries set in the past that revised the origins of Hawkman and Hawkwoman, but after the series became a success, DC Comics made Hawkworld an ongoing series set in the present, with both heroes only recently appearing on Earth after the events in the Invasion! miniseries, resulting in a complete reboot of Hawkman continuity. Several continuity errors regarding Hawkman and Hawkgirl's Justice League appearances then needed to be fixed, including their appearance in the Invasion! miniseries. All previous appearances by the Silver Age Hawkgirl in the Justice League were explained by the Golden Age Hawkgirl taking the Silver Age Hawkgirl's place. However, Hawkwoman continued to appear in some pre-Hawkworld Justice League adventures during the time Golden Age Hawkgirl was trapped in Limbo. To explain this continuity error, a new Hawkwoman, Sharon Parker[image: External link], was created and retconned into the Justice League during the time Golden Age Hawkgirl was in Limbo.

After the Hawkworld reboot, Hawkgirl (Hawkwoman) was now Shayera Thal and not married to Katar Hol, instead merely his police partner. In post-Hawkworld continuity, Shayera adopts the name Hawkwoman from the very beginning of her costumed career and never uses the name Hawkgirl. The Golden Age Hawkgirl is eventually returned from Limbo, but during the Zero Hour[image: External link] miniseries she is merged with Katar Hol and Golden Age Hawkman into a new persona.

A new Hawkgirl was introduced as part of the 1999 revival of the JSA monthly title. The new Hawkgirl is Kendra Saunders, granddaughter of the Golden Age Hawkgirl's cousin, Speed Saunders[image: External link]. Hawkgirl would continue to appear regularly in the monthly JSA series and later in the Hawkman monthly. In 2006, the ongoing Hawkman monthly series was retitled Hawkgirl starting with issue #50 as part of the "One Year Later[image: External link]" jump forward; Kendra replaced Hawkman as the lead character. The Hawkgirl comic book series was cancelled with issue #66. She was a member of the Justice League of America at its relaunch, but left the team due to injuries sustained in Final Crisis[image: External link]. Kendra and the original Hawkman (Carter Hall) were killed during the Blackest Night storyline; Katar Hol had been killed previously in a final battle with the Hawkgod, and Carter Hall, who had reincarnated in a new body, replaced him as Hawkgirl's partner. Carter and Shiera were resurrected after Blackest Night, but Kendra has since been killed again.
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 Shiera Sanders Hall




The Golden Age[image: External link] Hawkgirl was Shiera Sanders Hall, the reincarnation of the Egyptian[image: External link] princess Chay-Ara, and partner of Carter Hall[image: External link], the Golden Age Hawkman. Centuries ago, Chay-Ara and her lover Prince Khufu were killed by Hath-Set[image: External link] with a knife forged from Nth metal[image: External link]. The properties of the metal and the strength of the duo's love created a bond between them, causing them to be reborn multiple times throughout the centuries. Some of her incarnations are:


	Lady Celia Penbrook, alive during 5th century Britain[image: External link], and love of Silent Knight[image: External link]


	
Cinnamon (also known as Kate Manser), an Old West[image: External link] gunslinger, and love of Nighthawk[image: External link]


	Sheila Carr, lady love of Pinkerton[image: External link] detective James Wright



In the early 20th century, Chay-Ara was reborn as Shiera Sanders. She was kidnapped by Dr. Anton Hastor (reincarnation of Hath-Set), but subsequently rescued by Hawkman (her reborn lover Khufu). Shiera became the hero's frequent ally and love interest. Eventually, she was granted a costume of her own and a belt of gravity-defying Nth metal, and joined him at his side as Hawkgirl.

The Hawks were members of the All-Star Squadron[image: External link], and while Hawkman was a member of the Justice Society of America, Hawkgirl was not, only assisting the group on occasion. Retcons[image: External link] indicate that Hawkgirl is formally inducted into the JSA at some point. Eventually, Carter and Shiera married and had one son, Hector Hall[image: External link], the previous Doctor Fate[image: External link].

Through retcon, Carter and Shiera also joined the Justice League of America[image: External link] in the late 1980s, serving as liaisons between that group and the Justice Society.

Shiera died when she was merged with Carter and Katar Hol[image: External link] to form a new Hawkman version, a "hawk god" creature, during the events of Zero Hour[image: External link], but was revived during the events of Blackest Night[image: External link] by the White Lantern ring.
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 Kendra Saunders




Kendra Saunders was a young woman who committed suicide[image: External link]. When Kendra's soul[image: External link] left her body, that of her grandfather's first cousin Shiera Hall, the Golden Age Hawkgirl entered it, making Kendra a walk-in[image: External link]. Her grandfather, former OSS agent and globe-trotting adventurer Speed Saunders[image: External link], recognized this, in part due to a change in eye color, and encouraged his granddaughter to embrace her destiny as the "new" Hawkgirl.

Kendra had a daughter named Mia, who is not shown but mentioned.

Still believing herself to be Kendra, she debuted as a hero using the original Hawkgirl's equipment and set out in search of a being called the Fate-Child (actually her own reincarnated son, Hector Hall). This led to a meeting with the Justice Society and Kendra's induction to that team.

She currently has all of Kendra's memories, but almost none of Shiera's save for fighting experiences. This creates tension with Hawkman since he remembers all of their past lives together and believes they are destined for each other. Kendra has been presented as a very troubled young woman, haunted by the murder of her parents by a corrupt cop and confused by her jumble of memories and feelings. She has operated as Hawkman's partner but only recently begun to actually admit her attraction to him. The truth about Kendra's identity was eventually revealed to her by the angel Zauriel[image: External link].

She is one of the heroes who fought in space during the Rann-Thanagar War[image: External link]. Following the events of Infinite Crisis, a Zeta Beam[image: External link] transporter malfunction injured many of the superheroes in space, including Hawkgirl, causing her to grow over twenty feet tall. Some time later[image: External link], her proper stature restored, she was shown protecting St. Roch, Louisiana[image: External link], in the absence of Hawkman. She fought Khimaera several times,[3] and finally killed her.[4] She was later abducted and put on trial for high treason against her people by a group of rogue Thanagarians.[5] After being found guilty, one of the rogues tied her hands behind her back and covered her mouth with a piece of duct tape, and then attempted to lynch her. Kendra found that she could hover without her wings and was able to fake her death and escape by using this new power.[6]

She is also a returning member of the new Justice League[image: External link], having briefly served with the team when the original members were previously missing. A brewing relationship between Hawkgirl and Red Arrow[image: External link] become one of the major subplots in the series though it appears to have ended. Hawkgirl is now 100% Kendra Saunders. Shiera Sanders' soul left Kendra's body and moved on to the afterlife. Shiera hopes her passing on will finally remove the curse of Hath-Set.[7]
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 Blackest Night




Main article: Blackest Night[image: External link]


In Blackest Night #1, Kendra is shown having an argument with Hawkman over whether or not to visit Jean Loring[image: External link]'s grave with the Atom. As the two heroes quarrel, the reanimated corpses of Ralph[image: External link] and Sue Dibny[image: External link], now members of the Black Lantern Corps[image: External link], enter Hawkman's sanctuary. The Black Lanterns attack, Sue impaling Hawkgirl on a spear. Ralph taunts Hawkman, telling him that Hawkgirl never loved him; a claim she refutes with her dying breath. Hawkman is killed shortly afterward, and both heroes are reanimated as Black Lanterns by Black Hand[image: External link] himself.[8]

During the battling at Coast City, the Atom is chosen by the Indigo Tribe[image: External link] to be more effective against Nekron[image: External link]'s forces.[9] The Atom tells Indigo-1 to keep his involvement in the deployment of the troops a secret, and asks that she help him find a way to legitimately resurrect Hawkman and Hawkgirl.[10] In the final battle, the duo are transformed by Hal Jordan into the White Lantern Corps and upon Nekron's destruction, they are both resurrected. Hawkgirl says she remembers all her past lives, then unmasks to reveal herself to be Shiera, she and Carter joyfully reuniting.[11]
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 Brightest Day




Main article: Brightest Day[image: External link]


In the Brightest Day[image: External link] crossover, Carter and Shiera follow Hath-Set, who has collected the bones from all of their past bodies, and created from them a portal to Hawkworld[image: External link]. While there, Shiera is told by the Entity[image: External link] to stop Hath-Set from killing Carter, because if he dies one more time, he will not undergo the cycle of resurrection again.[12] Shiera is attacked in Hawkworld's dungeon and captured by Hath-Set. She is then taken to the Queen of Hawkworld who reveals to Shiera that she is her mother.[13] Hawkgirl is tied by Hath-Set and Queen Khea to the gateway and they strike her in order to lure Hawkman to the location. Hawkman and his group of the panthera attack the Manhawks homeworld. When Hawkman arrives and draws his attention, Shiera turns the tables on Hath-Set and uses her legs to snap his neck, killing him. In the meantime, Hawkman is held by Queen Khea's control of Nth metal mace and armor, and she puts Carter with Shiera. Queen Khea opens the gateway and enters the portal to the Zamaron[image: External link] homeworld.[14] When she arrives on the Zamaron homeworld, Star Sapphire (Carol Ferris[image: External link]) frees them both to stop Queen Khea's invasion. Hawkgirl soon faces her mother, but the Predator[image: External link] feels the lack of love inside Khea's heart bond with her and does not know if she truly is able to contain the power of true love.[15]

The Predator makes Khea his host, but Shiera and Carter manage to separate both of them by stabbing Khea at the same time with weapons made of Zamaronian crystals. The bones of the past lives of Hawkman and Hawkgirl separate from the gateway, and, animated by the power of the violet light of love, grab Khea and imprison her in the Zamaronian Central Power Battery. Shiera and Carter, with both of their missions accomplished, have their lives returned and Carol teleports both of them back to the museum of St. Roch. There, the couple, happy for finally defeating the curse, start to take off their clothes in order to make love, but they are suddenly interrupted by the apparition of Deadman[image: External link], brought there by his white ring. The ring gives Shiera and Carter an order that they must live separately to live life stronger (because they appreciate love more than life itself), but when Carter replies by saying they are not going to live apart again, the ring responds "So be it" and unleashes a blast of white light that turns Hawkman and Hawkgirl into white dust, while Deadman looks in horror.[16] Deadman orders the ring to resurrect both Hawkman and Hawkgirl, but the ring refuses, and tells him that Hawkgirl is unique and that she was brought back life to overcome what held her back in her past life because she is essential in saving Earth.[17]

When the "Dark Avatar" made his presence known, Hawkgirl and Hawkman are revealed to be part of the Elementals. They were transformed by the Entity to become the element of air and protect the Star City forest from the Dark Avatar, which appears to be the Black Lantern version of the Swamp Thing[image: External link].[18] The Elementals are then fused with the body of Alec Holland in order for him to be transformed by the Entity into the new Swamp Thing and battle against the Dark Avatar. After the Dark Avatar is defeated, Swamp Thing appears to have brought the Elementals back to normal; however, as Hawkman looks around for Shiera, he discovers that she was not brought back like he was. He is later told by Swamp Thing that Shiera is everywhere, revealing that she's still the elemental of air. Afterward, Hawkman returns home yelling "Shiera".[19]
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 The New 52




In 2011, DC rebooted its continuity as part of the publishing event "The New 52[image: External link]". Following this, a reimagined Kendra Saunders version of Hawkgirl features in the comic book Earth 2, set in the parallel reality of that designation.[20] Her full origin has not been revealed other than some insinuation of her background as part of a secret program that included Al Pratt[image: External link].[21] It is later revealed that Kendra Munoz-Saunders is a professional treasure hunter, and was hired by the World Army before an unrevealed event occurred in Egypt that resulted in the grafting of wings to Kendra's back, the same time Khalid Ben-Hassin[image: External link] found the Helmet of Fate. She alongside the Flash[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link] and Doctor Fate[image: External link] form the Wonders of the World.

In stories set on DC's Prime Earth, the Savage Hawkman story arc "Hawkman Wanted" (Savage Hawkman issues 13, 14, 15 and 16, and optionally issues 0 and 12) explains the character's place in the New 52. Shayera Thal is revealed as the princess of Thanagar, former lover of Katar Hol and sister of the Emperor Corsar. Initially, she is depicted as a villain, seeking revenge against Katar and coming to Earth to bring Katar to justice for his crimes against Thanagar and the murder of Corsar. It is later evident that Katar was innocent and Shayera is surprised when she discovers her brother alive and behind Katar's arrest in the attempt to part Katar from the Nth metal and own it for himself. She then sacrifices herself in order to save Katar's life.
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 Powers and abilities




Hawkgirl owes her powers to a belt of Nth metal[image: External link], a substance native to the planet Thanagar (once home of another pair of Hawk-heroes, Katar Hol[image: External link] and Hawkwoman[image: External link]). The metal is psycho-reactive, responding to its bearer's thoughts and in its base form has a number of electromagnetic/gravitational properties. To the Hawks, it grants the power of flight, superhuman strength, super-acute vision, and an enhanced healing/regeneration ability.

Additionally, she displays advanced hand-to-hand combat skills. Like Hawkman, she retains the knowledge of several lifetimes worth of fighting. Her preferred weapons are a spear[image: External link] or mace[image: External link], but she has also been depicted using swords, axes, warhammers, shields, and other melee weapons. She possesses shooting skills from her times as the gunfighter, Cinnamon.

In addition, the Nth metal knife which murdered Hawkgirl in her original incarnation as Chay-Ara had an unusual effect upon her soul and that of her lover Khufu (Hawkman). The pair are locked in a seemingly endless cycle of death and rebirth throughout the centuries. While not a superhuman power per se, this propensity for reincarnation has allowed Hawkgirl to cheat death and return to active duty in her current incarnation.

Recently, Kendra has discovered that she had enhanced healing and limited hover abilities when not wearing Nth metal. She speculates that this is due to her prolonged exposure to the substance. It remains to be seen if she still possesses these abilities now that she is Shiera Hall once again.
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 Other versions
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 Flashpoint




In the alternate timeline of the Flashpoint[image: External link] event, Hawkgirl joined with the Amazons[image: External link]' Furies[image: External link].[22] Later, Hawkgirl is seen aiding Artemis[image: External link] in her attempt to kill the Resistance movement member, Lois Lane[image: External link].[23] Although, Lois is rescued by Resistance member Penny Black using the smoke grenades, Penny is seriously wounded. Later, when the Furies attack Grifter[image: External link] and the Resistance, Hawkgirl pins Grifter down, but he pulls Hawkgirl down and then stabs her chest with a trench knife.[24]
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 DC Bombshells




In the DC Bombshells[image: External link] continuity set in World War II, Shiera is a technological genius and archaeologist who aids the Bombshells with her lover, Vixen. As Hawkgirl, she uses a jetpack rather than fly with wings, though when Cheetah forces her to build weapons out of ancient technology, she designs one with wings as well as a powerful mace.
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 In other media
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 Television
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 Super Friends




Hawkgirl has appeared in a few episodes of The All-New Super Friends Hour[image: External link] and Super Friends[image: External link] paired alongside her husband Hawkman. In her appearances on the show, she looked like the Silver Age version of the character. However, in her last appearance during the "lost season", Hawkgirl got a new costume (a totally black mask, a yellow one piece with a red belt, and grey boots) and her hair was changed to blonde. She was voiced by Shannon Farnon[image: External link] and Janet Waldo[image: External link].
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 Justice League and Justice League Unlimited




Hawkgirl appears in the animated series Justice League[image: External link] and Justice League Unlimited[image: External link], voiced by Maria Canals-Barrera[image: External link]. She is based on Shayera Hol[image: External link], the Silver Age version of the character. Her personality was completely redesigned for the series by the producers, who wanted a second female superhero for the team to contrast with Wonder Woman[image: External link]. While Black Canary is traditionally more associated with the Justice League, the producers preferred to have the Hawk family represented. In the animated continuity, Hawkgirl's wings are organic and she wields an Nth metal mace which disrupts magical forces and other forms of energy. It can be assumed that she also has some hover capability, as at times she is seen to hang in midair without the visible use of her wings. In the Justice League episode "Only a Dream Pt. 2" she is seen hovering with Copperhead clinging to her back.

In "Secret Origins", the Martian Manhunter[image: External link] gathers the future League to battle against an alien invasion on Earth. After the defeat of the invasion, the seven remained a team and officially formed the Justice League, dedicated to the defense of Earth against attack both within and without. To the rest of the League, Shayera was a mysterious woman with angelic wings from another world. She explained that she found herself on Earth when, while pursuing some criminals who were trafficking in forbidden technology, she was accidentally transported by the rays of a dimensional transporter known to her people as a Zeta Beam, which has been traditionally associated with DC's science fiction hero Adam Strange[image: External link].

Throughout the series, she slowly builds a relationship with Green Lantern (John Stewart[image: External link]). In the two-part episode "Wild Cards", John is nearly killed by a bomb the Joker[image: External link] has set off while protecting Shayera. She just barely manages to bring him back to life by shocking him with her mace, then leaves the city to treat him. Later, in the Watchtower, John and Shayera show their true feelings for each other, and Shayera allows John to remove her mask, giving the viewer their first look at Hawkgirl's face beneath the mask, and the two shared a kiss.

In the second-season finale "Starcrossed", Shayera reveals herself to be a military officer of her planet's armed forces, working as an advance scout on Earth. When her people suddenly arrive in force on Earth, she works to help the Thanagarians gain the support of Earth's leaders to protect it from the Thanagarians' mortal enemies, the Gordanians. She is also reunited with her commanding officer and fiance Hro Talak (an anagram for the name of the Silver Age Hawkman Katar Hol), with both her now-revealed spy mission and this unmentioned romance creating considerable friction between herself and John. Information she has given to the Thanagarians enables them to take the League prisoner, though Shayera says they should not be killed. They later escape.

Unbeknownst to Shayera, the Thanagarians' true intent is to transform Earth into the final link in a hyperspace bypass, which will destroy Earth but allow the Thanagarians to strike a mortal blow at the Gordanians' home world. When Shayera learns of this plan, she betrays her people and informs the Justice League of the Thanagarian plot, proving this by returning John's ring which the Thanagarians had taken. The Thanagarian forces are eventually defeated by the League and forced to leave Earth, with Shayera left behind as a traitor. (For this reason, Shayera is later ambushed by a band of rogue Thanagarian resistance fighters seeking revenge in "Hunter's Moon".) The other six members of the League take a vote on whether to allow Shayera to stay on the team, but before they can tell her the result, she resigns from the League and departs (in "Wake the Dead", it is revealed that the decision, while split, was in favor of letting her stay, with John abstaining and Superman breaking the tie). She eventually comes to reside with Doctor Fate[image: External link] and his wife Inza in Fate's tower stronghold in an effort to decide what to do with her life.

In the episode "Wake the Dead", Solomon Grundy's[image: External link] corpse is reanimated, and he wreaks havoc. Shayera takes the responsibility of killing Grundy, whom she once considered to be a friend. After this, she returns to the League, but it is some time before she is properly re-accepted among its members, particularly Wonder Woman and Batman (who were likely the two who had previously voted against her remaining on the team). After she is allowed to rejoin the Justice League[image: External link], Shayera reclaims her seat among the seven founding members and opts to dress in simple civilian clothing as opposed to her previous, more militaristic costume.

The show ends with Shayera and Green Lantern (who is by this point in a relationship with League member Vixen) having resolved to be friends for the time being. Series creator Bruce Timm[image: External link] said in an interview that while he was deliberately ambiguous about the future of their relationship and understood while some fans disliked where it was left at the series finale, it was his opinion that "You can put two and two together and imagine what happens",[citation needed[image: External link]] especially since Green Lantern has at this point met his future son, Warhawk[image: External link] (Rex Stewart) who indicates that his mother is Shayera. A resolution to this storyline occurs in the fifth issue of the Batman Beyond Unlimited comic book, in which John and Shayera finally reconcile and settle down to raise a family in Africa. Though these events are not considered canonical to the DCAU storyline as the issues were created by independent writers not associated with DCAU production.

In addition to John, Shayera shows a strong friendship with the Flash that is touched on several times through both the JL and JLU series, usually in a sisterly way, including him being the only one to hug her goodbye after her decision to resign. She is also the first one try and pull him back from the Speed Force[image: External link] in the episode "Divided We Fall." In the Justice League Unlimited fifth season's debut episode, "I Am Legion", Flash says, "She loves me. She's like the big sister I never had. Only, you know... short."

Later Hawkgirl meets archaeologist Carter Hall, who claims they are the re-incarnations of two Thanagarians, Khufu and Chay-Ara, who landed on Earth thousands of years ago, and became rulers of Egypt. The Shadow Thief[image: External link] captures them and Green Lantern and uses Thanagarian technology from that era to show them what happened. After Shayera had an affair with the military leader and closest friend of Katar Bashari, apparently the past John Stewart, due to her husband not spending enough time with her, they were poisoned by the Priest Hath-Set who heard Carter wish they were dead. When he found out he poisoned himself.
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 Smallville




In the Smallville episode "Absolute Justice[image: External link]", Hawkgirl's weaponry and mask are on display at the JSA brownstone. Her hawk helmet has a crack across the right side, and Hawkman notes that she has been dead for several years. He confirms that she is his wife, Shayera Hall, and that both have been reincarnated many times through the ages. She is later featured in the second episode of the show's tenth and final season[image: External link], entitled "Shield". She appears in a brief flashback cameo while Carter Hall tells Lois Lane[image: External link] about their past lives as Prince Khufu[image: External link] and Chay-Ara. She is portrayed by Sahar Biniaz[image: External link]. In the episode "Icarus", Carter Hall is killed while saving Lois from General Slade Wilson[image: External link] and a gas explosion in Oliver Queen[image: External link]'s office at the LuthorCorp[image: External link] building. Members of the show's nascent Justice League[image: External link] lay Carter to rest in an Egyptian tomb alongside the body of Shayera. As with Carter's, Shayera's helmet and mace are placed on top of her casket in honor and respect.
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 DC Super Hero Girls




The Kendra Saunders version appeared in the web series DC Super Hero Girls[image: External link] and special DC Super Hero High, voiced by Nika Futterman[image: External link], where she's the hall monitor at Super Hero High.
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 Arrowverse




Main articles: The Flash (2014 TV series), Arrow (TV series), and DC's Legends of Tomorrow[image: External link]


Kendra Saunders (Ciara Renée) made a cameo appearance in the first-season finale episode of CW[image: External link]'s television series The Flash, titled "Fast Enough." She also dates Barry Allen's best friend Cisco Ramon (Carlos Valdes[image: External link]) prior to meeting Carter Hall/Hawkman (Falk Hentschel). In "Legends of Today", Kendra and Hall are targeted by Vandal Savage (Casper Crump), leading Barry and Cisco to seek Oliver Queen's (Stephen Amell) aid against the immortal. From this encounter, Kendra learns that she is the re-incarnation of an ancient Egyptian warrior priestess named Chay-ara, and that she can transform into the winged, vicious Hawkgirl. In the Arrow crossover episode "Legends of Yesterday," Kendra and Carter join Barry and Oliver's fight against Savage, but although they are killed in the initial confrontation, Barry manages to travel back in time and avert their defeat, providing Kendra with the necessary incentive to remember her and Carter's original death and work out a means of taking the staff from Savage. Despite learning her destiny with Carter, Kendra remains affectionate with Cisco. Renée reprises her role from The Flash as Kendra Saunders / Hawkgirl in the CW's DC's Legends of Tomorrow[image: External link],[25] where she joins Rip Hunter's team against Vandal Savage. During their search, it is revealed that Savage can only die for good if he is stabbed by Kendra- or one version of her- with a dagger that Chay-ara was holding when she died the first time, with the first attempt to kill him resulting in Carter's death when Carter attempts to kill Savage himself. During the course of the series, she develops a new relationship with Ray Palmer, which becomes more complex when they spend two years trapped in the 1950s posing as a married couple due to the tensions of an inter-racial couple in that era after the rest of the team are forced to leave them behind, as well as the complexities of her long-term 'relationship' with Carter. She reunited with Carter who's reincarnated as Scythian Torvil, one of Savage's soldiers, in "Leviathan".
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 Young Justice




The Shayera Hol version as Hawkwoman appeared in several episodes of Young Justice[image: External link] , member of the Justice League and wife of Hawkman. When Vandal Savage infected the Justice League Hawkwoman is one of the six justice league members to be missing for 16 hours.
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 Film





	An evil version of Hawkgirl known as Angelique appears as a member of the Crime Syndicate of America[image: External link] in the animated film Justice League: Crisis on Two Earths[image: External link]. She is shown to possess a flaming sword. She is killed in the first minutes of the movie when the Jester, the heroic version of the Joker[image: External link] detonates a bomb, sacrificing himself.

	Hawkgirl will appear in The Lego Batman Movie[image: External link] featured alongside fellow justice league members, this version is based on Shayera Hol.
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 Video games





	Hawkgirl is a playable character in the Game Boy Advance[image: External link] games Justice League: Injustice for All and Justice League: Chronicles. She is based on the animated version of the character.

	Hawkgirl is a playable character in the video game Justice League Heroes[image: External link] voiced by Collette Whittaker. She can be unlocked by paying 70 orange shields on the menu screen. The profile included is that of Kendra. She has access to Black Canary's supersonic abilities as well, in the form of a war cry.

	Hawkgirl appears in DC Universe Online[image: External link], voiced by Lana Lesley. Though this version is Shayera Hol while her appearance is based on Kendra Saunders version.

	Hawkgirl is a playable character in Lego Batman 2: DC Super Heroes[image: External link], voiced by Kari Wahlgren[image: External link].

	Hawkgirl is a playable character in Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link] voiced by Jennifer Hale[image: External link]. She is seen with the rest of the Justice League battling villains on the "Prime" Earth. On the alternate Regime dominated Earth she is a member of the Regime. She and her world's Nightwing attack the "Prime" Joker and the rest of the Joker Clan and is defeated. She later battles and is beaten by her world's Lex Luthor, who takes her Nth metal belt as part of his plan to defeat Superman. After the Regime is defeated, she is captured and imprisoned along with the other former heroes. In her single-player ending, Hawkgirl is revealed to have been brainwashed by the Regime. Freed, she defeats Superman for having killed her husband Hawkman, but is imprisoned for her role in the Regime. One night, she is teleported to a stone of pure Nth Metal which encases her in invincible armor. She then sets out to exact revenge on those who helped Superman capture Hawkman.

	Hawkgirl appears as a playable character in Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link]. Kari Wahlgren reprises her role.

	Hawkgirl appeared as a playable character in Infinite Crisis[image: External link], with Maria Canals-Barrera reprising her role.

	Hawkgirl is a playable character in the DC Legends game available from the Google play store after collecting enough points on higher levels
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 Collected editions





	
Hawkgirl: The Maw (collects issues #50-56), April 2007, ISBN[image: External link] 978-1-4012-1246-9[image: External link]


	
Hawkgirl: Hawkman Returns (collects issues #57-60, JSA: Classified #21-22), November 2006, ISBN[image: External link] 978-1-4012-1488-3[image: External link]


	
Hawkgirl: Hath-Set (collects issues #61-66), March 2008, ISBN[image: External link] 978-1-4012-1665-8[image: External link]
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 See also





	Hawkwoman[image: External link]
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Hawkman






For other uses, see Hawkman (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Hawkman is a fictional[image: External link] superhero[image: External link] who appears in American comic books[image: External link] published by DC Comics. Created by writer Gardner Fox[image: External link] and artist Dennis Neville[image: External link], the original Hawkman first appeared in Flash Comics[image: External link] #1, published by All-American Publications[image: External link] in 1940.

Several incarnations of Hawkman have appeared in DC Comics, all of them characterized by the use of archaic weaponry and by large, artificial wings, attached to a harness made from the special Nth metal[image: External link] that allows flight. Most incarnations of Hawkman work closely with a partner/romantic interest named Hawkgirl or Hawkwoman[image: External link].

Since DC’s continuity[image: External link] was rewritten in the 1985 series Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], Hawkman’s history has become muddled with several new versions of the character appearing throughout the years, some associated with ancient Egypt and some with the fictional planet Thanagar. These versions of the character have starred in several series of various durations.



TOP
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Hawkman first appeared in Flash Comics[image: External link] #1 (1940), and was a featured character in that title throughout the 1940s. This Hawkman was Carter Hall, a reincarnation of the ancient Egyptian[image: External link] prince, Khufu. Hall discovered that the mysterious "ninth metal" could negate the effects of gravity[image: External link] and allow him to fly. He donned a costume with large wings to allow him to control his flight and became the crimefighter, Hawkman. He also had a companion hawk named Big Red that assisted him in fighting crime. An archaeologist[image: External link] by profession, Hall used ancient weapons from the museum[image: External link] that he curated.

Hawkman was a charter member of the Justice Society of America, beginning with All Star Comics[image: External link] #3 (Winter 1940). In issue #8 he became the JSA's chairman, a position he would hold until the end of the JSA's run in All Star Comics. He was the only member of the JSA to appear in every adventure during the Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link]. He romanced his reincarnated bride, Shiera Sanders, who became the crimefighter Hawkgirl. His first three adventures were drawn by creator Dennis Neville[image: External link] (who modeled Hawkman's costume on the hawkmen characters in the Flash Gordon[image: External link] comic strip by Alex Raymond[image: External link]), then by Sheldon Moldoff[image: External link], and later by Joe Kubert[image: External link], who slightly redesigned his mask in Flash Comics # 85 (Jul 1947) and then, one year later, replaced the winged-hawk-like mask with a much simpler yellow cowl in Flash Comics #98 (Aug 1948).

Along with most other superheroes, Hawkman's Golden Age adventures came to an end when the industry turned away from the genre in the early 1950s. His last appearance was in All Star Comics #57 (1951).

Later in the decade, DC Comics, under editor Julius Schwartz[image: External link], decided to revive a number of heroes in new incarnations, but retaining the same names and powers. Following the success of the Flash[image: External link] and Green Lantern[image: External link], Hawkman was revived in The Brave and the Bold # 34 (Feb–Mar 1961), this time as an alien[image: External link] policeman[image: External link] from the planet Thanagar, though his powers were largely the same. Created by Gardner Fox[image: External link] and Joe Kubert[image: External link], this Hawkman, Katar Hol, came to Earth with his wife Shayera in pursuit of a criminal, and decided to remain on earth to study earth police methods as well as fight crime. They adopted the names Carter and Shiera Hall and became curators of a museum in Midway City[image: External link].

This Hawkman became a member of the Justice League of America[image: External link] in issue #31, where he often verbally sparred with the iconoclastic liberal[image: External link] hero Green Arrow[image: External link]. In the 1960s it was revealed that the original Hawkman lived on the parallel world[image: External link] of Earth-Two[image: External link], and that Katar Hol lived on Earth-One[image: External link]. The JLA and JSA had an annual meeting throughout the 1960s and 1970s during which the two heroes often met.

The Silver Age[image: External link] Hawkman had his own series for a few years in the 60's, but with declining sales it ended at issue #27 and was then merged with that of the Atom. Atom and Hawkman lasted only another year or so before cancellation.

In the late 1970s in Showcase[image: External link] and World's Finest Comics[image: External link], Thanagar went to war with the planet Rann[image: External link], the adopted home of Adam Strange[image: External link]. This led to Hawkman and Hawkwoman severing ties with their homeworld, and later fighting The Shadow War of Hawkman (written by Tony Isabella[image: External link]) as Thanagar tried secretly to conquer the Earth.

The landmark 1985 series Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link] resulted in a massive revision of much DC continuity and led to many characters being substantially rewritten. Hawkman was to suffer some of the greatest confusion as successive writers sought to explain his various appearances. In the revised timeline there was a single Earth which had witnessed the JSA in the 1940s and the JLA decades later. Successive revisions sought to establish exactly who had been Hawkman and Hawkwoman at different stages. For the first few years the pre-Crisis incarnations were still used, during which time they were prominent across the DC Universe and joined the latest incarnation of the Justice League.

DC decided to reboot[image: External link] Hawkman, in a limited series (which later led to an ongoing series) entitled Hawkworld[image: External link] originally by Tim Truman[image: External link], and later John Ostrander[image: External link]. In this series, Thanagar was a stratified society which conquered other worlds to enrich itself. Katar Hol was the son of a prominent official who rebelled against the status quo. He and his partner Shayera were sent to Earth and remained there for some years until Hol was apparently killed.

This created several continuity errors. Because the new Katar Hol had only just arrived on Earth, someone else had to have been Hawkman previously. In an attempt to resolve the problem it was established through retcons[image: External link] that the Golden Age Hawkman and Hawkgirl had continued to operate sporadically after their supposed retirement in 1951 through the 1990s, and that Nth metal originally came from Thanagar. The Halls, and not the Hols, joined the original incarnation of the JLA. Another Hawkman – Fel Andar, a Thanagarian agent – had been the one who joined the Justice League during the 1980s, pretending to be a hero but secretly spying on the League for his Thanagarian masters.

The Zero Hour[image: External link] mini-series muddled the waters further by merging the different Hawkmen into a "Hawkgod", who was the focus character in the third volume of the monthly Hawkman series. This version of Hawkman also had a small role in the alternate-future series Kingdom Come[image: External link]. After the end of this series, Hawkman's continuity[image: External link] was considered by DC to be too complicated,[citation needed[image: External link]] and he was absent from comics for several years.

In the late 1990s, the JSA series untangled Hawkman's continuity, establishing him as Carter Hall, a man who – along with Shiera – had been reincarnated dozens of times since his life in ancient Egypt, and whose powers were derived from Thanagarian Nth metal, which had been retroactively renamed from "ninth metal". The Katar Hol of the Hawkworld series had also come to Earth during the 1990s, as previously established. The 1980s Hawkman Fel Andar returned to Thanagar. The Hawkgod was later revealed to be an avatar of the Hawk aspect of the Red (from which Animal Man[image: External link] receives his powers) and only believed that he was Hawkman.[citation needed[image: External link]]

During the Identity Crisis[image: External link] miniseries, it was established that Carter Hall had promoted the mindwipe[image: External link] of Dr. Light[image: External link] (he had been the one to initially suggest the idea) and his role in that incident was the basis for his enmity with Green Arrow[image: External link] (who felt that interfering with an individual's right to self-determination was beyond the moral right of any organization or government).

Subsequently, Hawkman was reincarnated and given a new series in 2002 entitled Hawkman Volume 4, written initially by James Robinson[image: External link] and Geoff Johns[image: External link], with art by Rags Morales[image: External link]. Justin Gray[image: External link] and Jimmy Palmiotti[image: External link] took over writing duties during the third year of the series. In 2006, the series was retitled Hawkgirl with issue #50 and given a new creative team Walt Simonson[image: External link] and Howard Chaykin[image: External link]. This series was cancelled with issue #66 in July 2007.

Hawkman was a major character in the Rann-Thanagar War[image: External link] miniseries, which stemmed from events in Countdown to Infinite Crisis[image: External link]. During this time his continuity was further changed (See Carter Hall section below).
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Main article: Hawkman (Katar Hol)[image: External link]


Katar Hol is an honored police[image: External link] officer on his homeworld of Thanagar. Along with his wife Shayera, they use the anti-gravity belts and their wings to fly and fight criminals. These were the tools of an elite police unit tasked to track and apprehend the most dangerous criminals. The pair were sent to earth in 1961 to capture the shape-shifting criminal Byth[image: External link]. Following this mission, they elected to remain on Earth to work with authorities in the United States and learn human police methods. The two adopted covers as a pair of museum[image: External link] curators, Carter and Shiera Hall, and acted publicly as the second Hawkman and the second Hawkgirl[image: External link] (later Hawkwoman).

Although initially depicted as surviving the Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link] intact, Katar Hol was rebooted[image: External link] just a few years afterwards in a prestige format miniseries[image: External link] named Hawkworld[image: External link], by Timothy Truman[image: External link]. A regular ongoing series of the same name followed, with writer John Ostrander[image: External link] joining Truman. Katar Hol, a young police[image: External link] officer on the planet Thanagar, rebels against the oppressive system of his planet and is sent into exile. He later escapes and uncovers a renegade police captain Byth[image: External link]. As a result, he is reinstated into the force, given a new partner, Shayera Thal, and sent on a mission on Earth, where he is the third Hawkman.

In DC's The New 52[image: External link] universe, it is Katar Hol under the name Carter Hall.
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Main article: Hawkman (Carter Hall)


In the days of ancient Egypt[image: External link], Prince Khufu is engaged in a feud with his rival, the Egyptian[image: External link] priest[image: External link] Hath-Set[image: External link]. The priest eventually captures both Khufu and his consort Chay-Ara, and kills them using a cursed dagger of Nth metal. Millennia later, in 1940, Khufu is reincarnated as American archaeologist[image: External link] Carter Hall, Chay-Ara as Shiera Saunders, and Hath-Set as scientist Anton Hastor. After touching the same Nth Metal dagger used to kill Khufu, Carter regains the memories of his former life and realizes Hastor is the reincarnation of his ancient foe. When Hastor kidnaps Shiera, using a magic spell to draw her to his lair, Hall uses his newly-refound memories to craft a gravity-defying belt using Nth metal and a winged costume to become Hawkman. Carter successfully rescues Shiera. Anton is killed by electrocution, and Carter and Saunders begin a romantic relationship.

Carter Hall and Shiera Saunders had a son together, named Hector Hall, who grew up to also have a superheroic identity as Silver Scarab and later adopted the mantle of Dr. Fate[image: External link]. Hector Hall was a member of the superhero groups Infinity Inc. and the JSA where he served alongside his father.

The incarnation of Hawkman that first appeared in the 2011 DC Universe relaunch, The New 52[image: External link], identifies himself as Carter Hall.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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Main article: Hawkman (Fel Andar)[image: External link]


Late in the 1980s, Thanagarian spy[image: External link] Fel Andar — who had been living on Earth for some time already — was ordered by the Thanagarian army to infiltrate the Justice League as the second Hawkman.
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Main article: Zauriel[image: External link]


When Grant Morrison[image: External link] revived the JLA[image: External link] comic book in 1997, he expanded the roster to include over a dozen heroes. With frequent collaborator Mark Millar[image: External link], he intended to create a new Hawkman with no links to the old characters. This new Hawkman, an Earth-bound angel of the "Eagle host" named Zauriel, was to be introduced into the JLA with issue #6 (June 1997). Morrison was denied permission to use the name "Hawkman" by DC editorial, which still considered it "radioactive", due to the complex post-Crisis continuity problems with the character.

In the Wizard[image: External link] JLA Special, Morrison made an appeal to the fanbase, "It's a good name and it seems a shame to let it go to waste. We're hoping that fans will figure 'For God's sake, let's just call him Hawkman and get him in the Justice League as Hawkman,' and the editors will relent. We're hoping to start a campaign." DC held firm, and the "Hawkman" name went unused for several more years.[2]
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Main article: Golden Eagle (comics)[image: External link]


Originally the Teen Titans[image: External link] member called Golden Eagle, Charley Parker was presumed deceased after an attack by the Wildebeest Society[image: External link] during the event known as Titans Hunt. He was later revealed to be alive in the fourth volume of Hawkman and went on to assist the Carter Hall Hawkman for some time. When Carter Hall seemingly perished, Charley Parker took on the mantle and became the fourth Hawkman, and revealed himself as the son of Carter Hall. In fact, he was actually the son of Fel Andar, and had been responsible for Carter's troubles and his apparent demise. Carter Hall eventually defeated the Golden Eagle, their vendetta would later be dropped, and Carter Hall reclaimed his mantle.
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All incarnations of Hawkman used the fictional "ninth metal" or "Nth metal[image: External link]" to defy gravity[image: External link] and allow them to fly[image: External link]. The metal is in their costume's belt, boots, and wings. Its abilities are controlled mentally. Their wings allow them to control their flight, though they can be "flapped" through use of shoulder motions. In most comic books he is known to have slightly enhanced physical strength.

The Golden Age[image: External link] Hawkman was also granted the ability to breathe underwater by the sea god Poseidon[image: External link].[3] He also discovered a hidden kingdom of sentient birds led by the old One-Eye, who taught him their language and later sacrificed himself to save the Hawkman's life.[4] Among the leading birds was a hawk named Big Red.[5]

The Silver Age[image: External link] Hawkman also had enhanced senses comparable (it was said) to a hawk[image: External link]'s. He (and, sometimes, the Golden Age Hawkman) was also able to converse with birds[image: External link], though he couldn't command them in the same way that Aquaman[image: External link] could command sea creatures. He also wore special contact lenses that allowed him to detect beams and radiation.[6]

The Silver Age[image: External link] Hawkman also possessed a Thanagarian police space ship and a variety of science fictional weapons.

All versions of Hawkman preferred to use archaic weaponry—particularly maces[image: External link], nets[image: External link], spears[image: External link], and shields[image: External link]—rather than modern or futuristic weapons. The current incarnation prefers this in part because, having the memories of having lived through many past lives, he is more proficient in their use than with contemporary weapons. In Katar Hol's case, it was too dangerous to use Thanagarian weaponry since there was too great a chance they could be lost or captured and then used or duplicated on Earth. There is, however, one significantly unique weapon Carter employs occasionally: the Claw of Horus. Constructed of Nth metal by Prince Khufu in ancient Egypt, it was delivered to the newly resurrected Carter Hall by the time-displaced Jay Garrick[image: External link] in JSA Book 3: "The Return of Hawkman". Later, in Superman-Batman Book 1: "Public Enemies", Hawkman used it to defeat Superman[image: External link], using its Nth metal to channel the Earth's gravitational field. As he explained to Superman, "Essentially, I just hit you with the planet."

All versions of Hawkman have shown enhanced levels of strength. The Golden Age[image: External link] Hawkman was said to have the strength of 12 men but later that idea was dropped. Whereas the Golden Age Hawkman's strength appeared natural, it was later explained (with The Silver Age[image: External link] Hawkman) that the Nth metal enables its wielders to carry great weights. The recent incarnation has interpreted this as the Nth metal simply enhancing the strength of the user. Also, several JLA and JSA stories indicate that Thanagar has greater gravity than Earth, and that Thanagarians are naturally stronger than humans because they are adapted to it, similarly to how Atlanteans (e.g. Aquaman[image: External link]) are adapted to deep sea pressures.

It has also been explained in the JSA series that the Nth metal greatly aids in healing, closing wounds almost instantaneously. One example is in the JLA story "Crisis of Conscience", in issues 115–118. Carter's arm is nearly severed during one part of the issue, but the wound has obviously closed and functionality returned by the end of the issue. The Atom has commented that Hawkman laughs at anything less than third-degree burns.

The Nth metal also regulates the body temperature of the wearer, preventing the need for heavy protective clothing while in high altitudes. It also has the property of radiating heat, which can be controlled to warm the wearer in colder climates.[7]
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	During the chronal disruptions of Zero Hour[image: External link], multiple versions of Hawkman (and Hawkgirl/ Hawkwoman[image: External link]) from alternate timelines were appearing in and out of existence. It turns out the Hawks were one of many anomalies in the timestream resulting from the Crisis. Somehow the various versions were converged into the current reality's Katar Hol.

	A Hawkman evolved from Robin[image: External link] in the Just Imagine...[image: External link] comic book.[8] This version was a humanoid hawk, similar to Northwind.

	Hawkman's Antimatter Earth[image: External link] counterpart is Blood Eagle. He was killed by the Crime Syndicate.[9] It is unclear whether he's a Thanagarian (like Katar Hol) or human (like Carter Hall).
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The series and character have won several awards over the years, including:


	
1961 Alley Award[image: External link] for Best Adventure Hero/Heroine Not in Own Book


	
1962 Alley Award[image: External link] for Best Hero


	
1963 Alley Award[image: External link] for Cross-Over of DC Heroes (The Brave and the Bold[image: External link] with Flash[image: External link])
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Hawkman was ranked as the 118th greatest comic book character of all time by Wizard[image: External link] magazine.[10] IGN also ranked Hawkman as the 56th greatest comic book hero of all time stating that the best part of Hawkman is his incredibly short fuse. IGN also described him as a complete and total badass.[11]
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	Carter Hall

	
Golden Age Hawkman Archives Vol. 1 (Hawkman stories from Flash Comics #1–22)

	
Blackest Night: Rise of the Black Lanterns (Atom & Hawkman #46)

	
Hawkman Vol. 1 Endless Flight (Collects Hawkman Vol.4 #1–6 and Hawkman Secret Files #1)

	
Hawkman Vol. 2 Enemies & Allies (Collects Hawkman Vol.4 #7–12)

	
Hawkman Vol. 3 Wings of Fury (Collects Hawkman Vol.4 #15–22)

	
JSA: Black Reign (Collects Hawkman Vol.4 #23–25 and JSA #56–58)

	
DC Comics Presents: Brightest Day #1 (Collects Hawkman Vol.4 #27, 34 and 36)

	
Hawkman Vol. 4 Rise of the Golden Eagle (Collects Hawkman Vol.4 #37–45)

	
The Hawkman Omnibus Vol. 1 (Hawkman Vol. 4 #1–25, Hawkman Secret Files #1 JSA #56–58)





	Kator Hol

	
Hawkman Archives Vol. 1 (The Brave and the Bold #34–36, 42–44; Mystery in Space #87–90)

	
Hawkman Archives Vol. 2 (Hawkman #1–8)

	
Showcase Presents: Hawkman Vol. 1 (The Brave and the Bold #34–36, 42–44, & 51, The Atom #7, Mystery in Space #87–90; Hawkman Vol. 1 #1–11)

	
Showcase Presents: Hawkman Vol. 2 (Hawkman Vol. 1 #12–27,The Atom #31, The Atom and Hawkman #39–45, The Brave and the Bold Vol.1 #70)

	
The Savage Hawkman Vol. 1: Darkness Rising (Collects The Savage Hawkman #1–8)

	
The Savage Hawkman Vol. 2: Wanted (Collects The Savage Hawkman #0, #9–20)
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	Hawkman's first animated appearance was in the 1967 Filmation[image: External link] animated series The Superman/Aquaman Hour of Adventure[image: External link], in which Hawkman appears in several shorts, either in solo adventures or as part of the Justice League. The cartoon version resembles the Silver Age hero closely, except he uses a wrist-mounted energy-blaster "power claw" instead of archaic weapons, he has an eagle sidekick named Skreal instead of Hawkgirl, and he is a scientist instead of a museum director. Additionally, his spacecraft is bird-shaped. Hawkman was voiced by Vic Perrin[image: External link].

	Hawkman has appeared as a Super Friend in The All-New Super Friends Hour[image: External link], Challenge of the Super Friends[image: External link], Super Friends[image: External link], Super Friends: The Legendary Super Powers Show[image: External link], and The Super Powers Team: Galactic Guardians[image: External link] voiced by Jack Angel[image: External link]. Hawkman appears in almost every episode of Challenge of the Super Friends, but has spoken lines in only thirteen out of the sixteen episodes of this series.




	In the three-part Justice League[image: External link] episode "Starcrossed", a character based loosely on the Silver Age Hawkman called Hro Talak (an anagram of Katar Hol) is introduced and voiced by Victor Rivers. As the leader of the Thanagarian forces, he had used Hawkgirl as a scout on Earth. Although Hawkgirl believed they were on Earth to establish a defence against the Thangarians' enemies, the Gordanians[image: External link], Talak's true plan is to destroy Earth as part of the establishment of a hyperspace bypass that would allow the Thanagarians to reach the Gordanian home system and destroy them. After the Justice League defeat them, the Thanagarian forces leave Earth to fight the Gordanians, concluding that remaining on Earth to start again would be too difficult. He did not use the name Hawkman.

	In the Justice League Unlimited[image: External link] episode "Hunter's Moon", it is revealed that the remainder of the Thanagarian army was attacked by the Gordanians and Hro Talak sacrificed his life to destroy one of their ships leaving those that were with Hro to flee to another planet where they plot revenge against Hawkgirl when she lands in their trap with Vixen and Vigilante[image: External link]. In Season 3, an actual Hawkman appears who is an amalgamation of the Golden Age and Silver Age Hawkman (voiced by James Remar[image: External link]). He first appears in the episode "Shadow of the Hawk" in the form of Carter Hall (whose birthname is Joseph Gardner), an archaeologist who takes a liking to Shayera. He had previously discovered Thanagarian technology in an Egyptian tomb, and after exposure to a memory-recording device called an Absorbacron, comes to believe that he and Shayera are the reincarnations of two Thanagarian lovers, named Katar Hol and Shayera Hol, who had crashed in ancient Egypt. Adopting the name of Hawkman, Hall leads her to the tomb (with Batman[image: External link] secretly following) and reveals his superhero identity. When the villainous Shadow Thief[image: External link] attacks, the tomb collapses, after which Shadow Thief escapes, and Hawkman departs, still believing that he and Shayera are meant for each other. It is not stated definitively, however, that Hall is actually speaking the truth—it is suggested that he is delusional, and that his mind may have been addled by his exposure to the Absorbacron. However, it is also shown that deep in the tomb is a dual-occupancy mummy case with two winged mummies resting hand in hand, so viewers are left to make their own judgement. In the episode "Ancient History" it is revealed that the Shadow Thief is an independent fragment of Hall's addled psyche and that the reincarnation theory is likely true. In the series finale, "Destroyer", he is seen along with other heroes responding to the League alert concerning Darkseid[image: External link]'s invasion of Earth. Batman[image: External link] says that Hall's real name is "Joseph Gardner", which is a nod to Hawkman's most notable creators, Joe Kubert[image: External link] and Gardner Fox[image: External link].

	Hawkman makes a cameo (alongside The Flash, Green Arrow[image: External link], and Green Lantern[image: External link]) in The Batman[image: External link] season four finale "The Joining, Part Two" and appeared in the episode "What Goes Up...", voiced by Robert Patrick[image: External link]. In the episode, he teamed with Batman and Robin to stop Black Mask[image: External link] and Shadow Thief[image: External link]. In the series finale episode "Lost Heroes", he and the Justice League went up against Hugo Strange[image: External link] and the joining. While not identified by name, a comment made about the Batcave looking like police headquarters on Thanagar indicates that he is Katar Hol.

	The Golden Age Hawkman appears in the Batman: The Brave and the Bold[image: External link] episode "The Golden Age of Justice!" voiced by William Katt[image: External link]. He appears as one of the aging Justice Society of America members.

	Hawkman is beside the Super Friends in trying to reclaim the Hall of Justice[image: External link] from the Joker[image: External link] in the direct-to-video DC Super Friends[image: External link]: The Joker's Playhouse (2010) voiced by David Kaye[image: External link].

	The Katar Hol Hawkman appears as a member of the Justice League in multiple episodes of the Young Justice[image: External link] animated series,[12] alongside his wife Hawkwoman.

	Hawkman appears in Mad[image: External link] where he tries to appeal to Superman, Batman, and Wonder Woman about being called "Super Friends".

	Hawkman appears in Justice League Action[image: External link], voiced by Troy Baker[image: External link].
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	Hawkman was featured in the Legends of the Superheroes TV Specials in 1979, portrayed by Bill Nuckols.

	In 1997, during the period in which Hawkman's continuity was considered hopelessly complicated and the character was in limbo, Hawkman was the star of a tongue-in-cheek Baby Ruth[image: External link] commercial. A slightly out-of-shape Hawkman is shown struggling to lift criminals off the ground and flying straight into a glass window. Eating a Baby Ruth candy bar, he says, gives him the energy he needs.




	Actor Michael Shanks[image: External link] played Hawkman in the TV series Smallville, in the two-part episode "Absolute Justice[image: External link]". Shanks later reprises the Hawkman role for the season 9[image: External link] finale episode "Salvation", where he appears alongside other superheroes. Carter Hall returns for the season 10[image: External link] episode "Shield" where he gives Lois Lane[image: External link] some words of wisdom about her relationship with Clark Kent[image: External link]. Hawkman later appears in the eleventh episode "Icarus" and battles Slade Wilson[image: External link]. During the battle, he is mortally wounded, and, after saving Lois Lane, he dies. His funeral is held in Egypt in a tomb where his wife Shayera[image: External link] was buried, with the Justice League[image: External link] there in mourning.




	The Carter Hall version of Hawkman appears in Arrow, The Flash and Legends of Tomorrow, and is portrayed by Falk Hentschel.[13][14][15] A future incarnation of Hall named Scythian Torvil takes on the mantle of Hawkman in the present day. He and Kendra Saunders[image: External link] / Hawkgirl leave the Legends at the end of the first season.
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	Hawkman appears in the animated film Justice League: The New Frontier[image: External link]. He is seen with other members of the league during the opening credits.

	Hawkman appears in the animated movie, Superman/Batman: Public Enemies[image: External link] voiced by an uncredited voice-actor Michael Gough[image: External link]. In the film, he fights alongside Captain Marvel[image: External link], engaging Superman and Batman outside Lex Luthor[image: External link]'s bunker. He initially gains the upper hand against Batman until Superman and Batman switch targets. While infiltrating the bunker Batman takes his costume.

	Hawkman appears in the animated film Lego DC Comics Super Heroes: Justice League vs. Bizarro League[image: External link], voiced Phil Morris[image: External link].

	Hawkman makes a non-speaking cameo in the animated movie Justice League Dark[image: External link].[16]
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	In May 2011, it was reported that Warner Bros.[image: External link] is in the process of hiring writers to pen a Hawkman film.[17] The Thanagarians are mentioned in the comic book prequel to Man of Steel[image: External link] by a member of the Kryptonian Council of Five as a "barbaric race". This confirms the Thanagarian's existence in the DC Extended Universe[image: External link] in which Man of Steel takes place.
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	Hawkman was a playable character in Batman: The Brave and the Bold – The Videogame[image: External link], voiced by William Katt[image: External link].[18]


	Hawkman appears as a prominent NPC in DC Universe Online[image: External link]. He gives out Legends PVP and Arena information via Holograms in the hero safehouses. He is also an available bounty and enemy boss for villains.

	Hawkman is a playable character in Lego Batman 2: DC Super Heroes[image: External link], voiced by Troy Baker[image: External link].[19]


	In Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link], Hawkman is revealed to have been slain in an alternate reality by a corrupted Superman and his forces when he and Hawkgirl stood against them. This was revealed in Hawkgirl's ending.

	Hawkman appears as a playable character in Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link], voiced by Travis Willingham[image: External link].
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Captain Cold






Captain Cold (Leonard Snart) is a fictional[image: External link] supervillain[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by DC Comics. Captain Cold is the leader of the Rogues[image: External link], a loose criminal association, as well as the older brother of Golden Glider[image: External link]. He also has served as a bitter enemy to the Silver Age Flash Barry Allen, both enemy and grudging friend to the third Flash Wally West[image: External link], and one of the killers of the fourth Flash Bart Allen[image: External link].[3]

IGN's list of the Top 100 Comic Book Villains Of All Time List ranked Captain Cold as #27.[4] Actor Wentworth Miller has portrayed the character in The CW's live action Arrowverse.



TOP
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Created by John Broome[image: External link] and Carmine Infantino[image: External link], the character made his first appearance in Showcase[image: External link] #8 (June 1957).
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 Fictional character biography




Leonard Snart was raised by an abusive father and took refuge with his grandfather, who worked in an ice truck. When his grandfather died, Snart grew tired of his father's abuse and set out to start a criminal career. Snart joined up with a group of small-time thieves and in planning out a robbery, each was issued a gun and a visor to protect their eyes against the flashes of gunfire. This visor design would later be adapted by Snart into his trademark costume. In recent years he has added a radio receiver to them which picks up the police band to monitor local law enforcement. Snart and the other thugs were captured by the Flash and imprisoned. Snart decided to go solo, but knew he had to do something about the local hero, the Flash.[3]

Snart read an article that theorized that the energy emissions of a cyclotron[image: External link] could interfere with the Flash's speed. He designed a weapon to harness that power and broke into a cyclotron lab, intending to use the device to charge up his experimental gun. As he was finishing his experiment, a security guard surprised Snart. Intending to use his gun only to scare the guard, he inadvertently pulled the trigger and discovered that his weapon had been altered in a way he had never imagined. The moisture in the air around the guard froze. Intrigued by this twist of fate, Snart donned a parka[image: External link] and the aforementioned visor and declared himself to be Captain Cold - the man who mastered absolute zero. Snart then committed a series of non-lethal crimes, on one occasion placing the city in suspended animation in an attempt to force Iris West to marry him as he had fallen in love with her when he saw her in the prison, but the Flash got through a wall of ice and was able to reverse the process. He later fell in love with a newscaster, and competed with Heat Wave (in his first appearance) over her in a crime spree, but they were both beaten by the Flash. But after Barry Allen's death, during the Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], Captain Cold became a bounty hunter with his sister Lisa, the Golden Glider[image: External link].[3]

During the events of Underworld Unleashed[image: External link], Captain Cold lost his soul to Neron[image: External link] but Wally West brought it back to the land of the living. He soon returned to crime, this time a member of Wally's Rogues Gallery. The Rogues had first been assembled when another Flash foe, the super-intelligent Gorilla Grodd[image: External link] had broken them out of jail to distract the Flash. The Golden Glider had abandoned her bounty hunter career and had started partnering with a series of thugs who she dressed in a costume, armed with a copy of Captain Cold's signature Cold Gun, and called Chillblaine. Already distraught over the death of her lover, the Top[image: External link], it seemed that the supposed death of her brother pushed her over the edge. But the last Chillblaine was a little smarter and more vicious. He murdered the Golden Glider, prompting Captain Cold to hunt him down, torture him and kill him by freezing his outer layer of skin and then pushing him off a high rise building. Not long after that, Snart was framed by a new incarnation of Mister Element[image: External link]. He used his Element Gun to simulate Cold's gun, using ice and cold to murder several police officers before Captain Cold and the Flash discovered who was actually responsible. With the death of his sister, and having killed Chillblaine and Mr. Element in vengeance, Cold has again become an unrepentant criminal. However, during a confrontation with Brother Grimm[image: External link], Cold actually worked with Wally West to defeat the powerful magic user, although this was mainly because he and Mirror Master[image: External link] had been betrayed by Grimm and wanted revenge.[3]

Captain Cold was declared the leader of the Flash's Rogue's Gallery. His skill and experience have made him a strong leader to the likes of the Weather Wizard[image: External link], the new Trickster[image: External link], the new Mirror Master[image: External link], and the new Captain Boomerang[image: External link]. Len seems to have taken the young Captain Boomerang under his wing, after the elder Boomerang was recently killed. Tabloids rumoured that Captain Cold's sister, the Golden Glider, was Boomerang's mother, making him Captain Cold's nephew. This turned out to be false, however, as the new Boomerang's mother has been revealed to be Meloni Thawne[image: External link], who is also the mother of Bart Allen[image: External link]. Despite his more ruthless nature as of late, Captain Cold's heart is not completely frozen, evidenced by having sent flowers to honor Sue Dibny[image: External link], murdered wife of the Elongated Man[image: External link].[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Traditionally, Captain Cold is driven by three things: money, women, and the desire to beat Barry Allen. Although not the lecher that Captain Boomerang was, Len Snart has an eye for the ladies, particularly models. When Barry Allen died, Captain Cold drifted for a while, jumping back and forth over the lines of crime and justice. He was captured by the Manhunter[image: External link] and served time in the Suicide Squad[image: External link], worked with his sister as a bounty hunter (Golden Snowball Recoveries), and, with his longtime friend and sometimes nemesis Heat Wave, encountered Fire[image: External link] and Ice[image: External link] of the Justice League[image: External link]. He has teamed up with various villains over the years other than the many Rogues. These include Catwoman[image: External link] and the Secret Society of Super Villains[image: External link]. His favorite baseball team is the Houston Astros[image: External link].[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 "One Year Later"




In the 2006 "One Year Later[image: External link]" storyline, he and several other Rogues are approached by Inertia[image: External link] with a plan to kill the Flash (then Bart Allen[image: External link]). Though Inertia was defeated, Captain Cold, Weather Wizard, Heat Wave, Mirror Master and Abra Kadabra killed Bart with a combined barrage of their elemental weapons. He, Heat Wave, and Weather Wizard seemed to express guilt, however, after learning the identity of the Flash and how young he was.
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 Salvation Run




Captain Cold is one of the exiled villains featured in the 2007-08 miniseries Salvation Run[image: External link] along with his fellow Rogues: Heat Wave, Weather Wizard[image: External link], Mirror Master[image: External link], and Abra Kadabra[image: External link].
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 Final Crisis: Rogues' Revenge




In the 2008 miniseries Final Crisis: Rogues' Revenge[image: External link], Captain Cold and the Rogues briefly joined Libra[image: External link]'s Secret Society of Super Villains. In Final Crisis: Rogues' Revenge[image: External link] story, however, Cold and the rest of the Rogues reject Libra's offer, wanting to stay out of the game. Before they can retire, they hear of Inertia escaping and decide to stick around long enough to get revenge for being used.[5] Cold and his group is challenged by a new set of Rogues, formed by Libra to be their replacements. The new group, having kidnapped Cold's father, challenge the Rogues, and are defeated and killed. Cold goes to his father, talking to him about the abuse he suffered, and the fate of his sister. After the elder Snart insults him and his mother, calling them weak, Cold punches him, but finds himself unable to kill him, instead getting Heat Wave to do it.[6] The Rogues have their confrontation with Inertia, despite interference by Zoom and Libra, and kill Inertia. Libra then reveals that he needs the Rogues because Barry Allen has returned from the dead, and the Flashes are potential threats to him and Darkseid. Though shocked by the news that Allen is alive, Cold still rejects his offer of membership. After regrouping, Cold and the other Rogues agree not to retire, claiming that the game is back on.[7] In "Final Crisis" #7, someone that looks like Captain Cold appears as a Justifier[image: External link] and is seen fighting the Female Furies alongside the other Justifiers under Lex Luthor's control.
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 The Flash: Rebirth




In the 2009 The Flash: Rebirth[image: External link] miniseries, Captain Cold is seen with the other Rogues, reading about Barry Allen's return and claiming that they would need more of the Rogues.[8] The Rogues are still debating Allen's return, with Cold saying it's time to pull out their contingency plan that Scudder[image: External link] came up with, stating "In case The Flash returns, break glass."[9]
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 "Blackest Night"




In the 2009–2010 "Blackest Night[image: External link]" storyline, the Rogues realize that the bodies of various dead Rogues are missing and prepare to fight them. Captain Cold knows that his sister, the Golden Glider, is among the reanimated Black Lanterns[image: External link] but is still ready to lead the Rogues against the zombies.[10] He is confronted by the Black Lantern Glider, who attempts to use his feelings of love for her against him. However, Captain Cold manages to suppress these feelings long enough for him to fight back, freezing her within a block of ice.[11] He subsequently kills Owen Mercer by throwing him into a pit with his Black Lantern father when he learns that Owen has been feeding people to his father in the belief that consuming flesh will restore him to life, informing Owen that Rogues do not kill women and children.[12]
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 The Flash (Vol. 3)




In The Flash (Vol. 3), Captain Cold and the Rogues visit Sam Scudder's old hideout and unveil a giant mirror with the words In Case of Flash: Break Glass written on it and release beings from a Mirror World upon breaking it.[13] However, Captain Cold is told by Mirror Master he had discovered that the giant mirror is actually a slow acting poison.[14]
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 The New 52




In the timeline of the 2011 company-wide reboot of all its superhero titles, The New 52[image: External link], Captain Cold is reintroduced as a younger man than in the previous timeline. His origin remains the same, however, his sister Lisa has not been the Golden Glider, and is instead dying of cancer[image: External link]. Upon learning that the hospital does not have enough energy to power a laser that could save her life, because of an EMP seemingly caused by the Flash, Cold blames him for everything that has happened to him, including a falling out with the Rogues, and decides to break the rules of their "game" and kill the Flash. Captain Cold has undergone experiments that have given him ice-based metahuman powers, including the ability to slow down the molecules around him, creating a field of inertia that reduces the Flash's speed to human level, allowing Captain Cold to touch him and effortlessly beat him.[15] He and the Rogues are set to return,[16] but later defeated them with help from Flash, and the Pied Piper[image: External link].[17]

After freeing the Trickster and attending the meeting at the Justice League Watchtower, the Rogues return to Central and Keystone City, only to see that both have been destroyed by Gorilla Grodd. Grodd returns to Central City during the eclipse, while a ceremony commemorating Flash between the humans and gorillas is occurring. Grodd proceeds to take control of Central City as its king and renames it Gorilla City. Captain Cold sees the city's cops tied up from Grodd, and proceeds to free them. He then asks Mirror Master to help him get to the hospital where his sister is being held in order to check on her. While there, the Crime Syndicate send Black Bison, Hyena, Multiplex, Plastique and Typhoon to finish Grodd's work and destroy the hospital. The Rogues are able to hold them off, only to be interrupted by Deathstorm and Power Ring, who were sent by Ultraman to deal with the Rogues for resisting the Crime Syndicate's offer to join them. After battling Deathstorm and Power Ring, Deathstorm attacks Captain Cold and is able to extract his freezing powers from his DNA. Mirror Master attempts to get the Rogues out through the Mirror World, but Power Ring destroys the mirror causing the Rogues to be separated. Captain Cold ends up at Luthor and his Kryptonian clone's location where they are also joined by Black Manta, who has retrieved Black Adam from the ocean.[18] Luthor realizes that, with the help of his clone, Black Adam, Black Manta, and Captain Cold, he may be able to stop the Crime Syndicate. Captain Cold and the rest of the squad, now joined by Batman[image: External link], Catwoman[image: External link], Sinestro[image: External link] and Deathstroke, infiltrate the fallen Watchtower, where Black Manta kills the Outsider and Cold proceeds to shatter Johnny Quick[image: External link]'s right leg after having frozen the molecules in it with his cold gun. He then unmasks the hooded prisoner brought over from Earth-3[image: External link], revealing it to be Alexander Luthor, who is their version of Shazam[image: External link], Mazahs, who states he will kill them all.[19][ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] After defeating the crime syndicate, Captain Cold is pardoned by the U.S government, and becomes a member of the Justice League, along with Luthor.
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 DC Rebirth




Snart and the Rogues first made a cameo appearance in the DC Rebirth[image: External link]'s storylines; they are fleetingly watching a news report about the many newly created speedsters appearing throughout the city in The Flash #3. Snart quips that it's time for the Rogues to leave Central City for a while. Visually the Rogues still seem to be based upon their New 52 appearances in this cameo, though when Snart later appears in one of Flash's memory flashbacks he has resorted to an even older look. He and the other Rogues retain these costumes in their later appearances.

Snart and the Rogues make their first full-length appearance in The Flash #15, where they are attempting to steal a valuable golden statue of the god Mercury from the small island nation of Corto Maltese. The Flash arrives to stop them, but they turn out to be constructs of Mirror Master laid so that the Rogues can commit a crime spree in Central City. Captain Cold reveals what he had been working on in his absence from the city--a "Black Ice gun" that uses the anti-Speed Force weaponry of the terrorist group Black Hole combined with his regular freeze gun. Despite this setback, Flash manages to finally beat Snart and the rest of the Rogues without killing them. By the end of The Flash #17, Snart appears to be ready to take over Iron Heights from the more neophyte villains, including Papercut.
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 Powers and abilities




Like the majority of the Flash's rogues, Snart had no innate superhuman powers. He instead relied on his cold guns and instincts. Over the years Snart had modified his weapons to allow a variety of effects such as:


	A cold beam that freezes anything it hits instantly.

	Creating a cold field where people and objects literally stop in their tracks. Cold uses this ability to slow down the Flash's movements.

	Bathing his opponent in a wide beam of ice designed to freeze the skin of the target so they stay conscious and do not go numb to the pain. Cold used this to kill Chill Blaine who murdered Cold's sister to make him suffer as much as possible.

	Creating a slippery field of ice which can slow down the Flash.

	Forming sharp stalagmites on the ground to impale his enemies. Used to kill Chill Blaine after freezing the outer layer of his skin so he could inflict as much pain as possible.

	An "ice grenade" which was stated to "turn this place into an iceberg". Used to freeze everything in a large radius, and the whole of Iron Heights during the events of Blackest Night[image: External link].

	Creating "mirages" out of extreme cold-like heat.



Fellow ice-based villain Mr. Freeze[image: External link] has noted that Cold is the only cold-themed villain in the DC Universe to have mastered "absolute zero" with his weapons.

In the New 52 universe Captain Cold temporarily had metahuman ice powers, including the power to slow down the Flash or objects traveling at high velocities via molecular deceleration caused by Absolute Zero, but these powers are later lost in the Forever Evil[image: External link] series when he is attacked by Deathstorm- the Earth-3 counterpart of Firestorm- with Cold reverting to using his classic ice gun. Despite his lack of professional expertise, Cold states that he spent so long analyzing the parts of his cold gun that he is able to recreate it in just over half an hour using parts stolen from a standard electronics shop.[20] He's even skilled enough to program it for a host of unique effects simulating some of his powers; like his "Cold Field" which quick cools the atmosphere to the point everything caught in it grinds to a halt,[21] or an auto activation function which triggers his Cold Gun's freeze ray via vocalized password input.[22] During the Rebirth story line Snart augmented his Cold Gun even further by combining it with the anti-Speed Force technologies by the science criminal cell called Black Hole.[23]
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 Other versions





	Captain Cold appears in Darwyn Cooke[image: External link]'s series DC: The New Frontier[image: External link]. Here he robs a Las Vegas[image: External link] casino where some DC heroes and others are attending a boxing match between Cassius Clay[image: External link] and Ted "Wildcat" Grant[image: External link]. Captain Cold bursts in and freezes Iris Allen[image: External link]'s hand attached to a phone, Barry Allen hears the call from his home and turns into the Flash, then stops Captain Cold from freezing Vegas via cryogenic detonators. While trying to escape, Flash crashes the copter with the henchwoman in and takes him down. The Flash then rewired his gun and it backfired on Captain Cold, freezing him inside in the process.[24]


	Based in the DC Super Friends[image: External link] universe, Captain Cold is part of a group of ice-themed villains called the "Ice Pack" that encased a city in ice and snow. The Ice Pack appear in DC Super Friends #16 (August 2009).

	A teen version of Captain Cold known as Kid Kold appeared in the Teen Titans Go![image: External link] comic as an enemy of Kid Flash[image: External link]. Like his adult counterpart, Kold had a sister who was also a supervillain, dubbed Ice Kate.[25]


	The 25th century Captain Cold is a heroic Captain Cold, named Commander Cold as part of the 25th Century cops known as The Renegades[image: External link] from Professor Zoom[image: External link]'s future, and the team's leader. Commander Cold's face, in the one shot of it without his shades, shows an uncanny resemblance to Barry Allen. He may be a descendant, or even a future version of Allen.[26]


	Captain Cold had made two appearances in the animated-continuity comic Justice League Adventures[image: External link]. In issue #12, he and other ice-related villains encased an African city in ice.[27]


	In the alternate " Flashpoint[image: External link]" timeline, the character is a hero going by the name Citizen Cold. He retains his current wardrobe and weaponry, and is Central City's main hero, with a museum similar to the Flash Museum[image: External link], and a Rogues Gallery similar to that of the Flash, though he has killed some of his opponents. It is hinted that his heroics are a cover to hide a terrible secret.[28] He is contacted by Cyborg[image: External link] to join in the fight against Aquaman[image: External link] and Wonder Woman[image: External link]. When Batman[image: External link] refuses to join, Citizen Cold declines as well.[29] After Citizen Cold defeats Mister Freeze[image: External link], he returns home and sees a news report that his sister, Lisa[image: External link], has been arrested for killing their brutal father. When Wally West[image: External link] discovers Citizen Cold's true identity, that of a former low-level criminal, Citizen Cold confronts him before he can reveal this information, and freezes Wally in a block of ice.[28] Later, Citizen Cold invites Iris West[image: External link] to dinner, but it is interrupted by calls that his sister Lisa has been kidnapped by the Rogues[image: External link]. Citizen Cold tries to rescue Lisa, but the Rogues attack him for revenge on what he did to them. Citizen Cold is too late and Lisa is killed. Citizen Cold is injured while escaping and collapses outside his car near Iris.[30] Iris then brings him to her home. After he recovers, he gives her a key to his penthouse, and an offer to join him when he leaves Central City. He then goes after the Rogues, killing them all for what they did to his sister. When he returns home, he is confronted by Iris and the Pied Piper, who had revealed to her his murder of Wally. Citizen Cold attempts to kill Pied Piper, but Iris uses one of his own weapons to freeze him in a block of ice, just as he did to Wally.[31]


	At the time when the "Forever Evil" storyline was happening, Grid access the files of Rhonda Pineda where the Earth-3[image: External link] version of Leonard Snart was a police officer alongside Mick Rory where they have been pursuing Jonathan Allen[image: External link] and Rhonda. When Jonathan and Rhonda wanted the two of them to fight to the death upon being captured, Mick won the fight only for him to be killed by Jonathan anyway.[32]


	Captain Cold appears in Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link] comic, with Superman[image: External link]'s parents having been kidnapped by Mirror Master[image: External link], the Justice League begins a large manhunt for the Rogue and start their search in Central City with several League members fighting various Flash Rogues. Captain Cold first appears being confronted by the Flash in Central City, with the Flash dodging blasts of ice from his cold guns and demanding Mirror Master's location. When the Flash shoves Cold's guns against his shoulder and legs in midblast, freezing him in place, Cold hastily relents. He reveals the location of a villains' bar called World's End in Keystone City as a possible place where Mirror Master should be. As Flash leaves, Cold asks him to "Do what you have to with Mirror Master but go easy on the rest of 'em, yeah? Heroes weren't the only ones lost in Metropolis[image: External link], you know?" The Flash leaves and Cold has not been seen since.

	Captain Cold is among the mind-controlled villains who attack the heroes as they assault Krona[image: External link]'s Stronghold in JLA/Avengers[image: External link] #4.


	Captain Cold appears in Injustice 2[image: External link] prequel comic. Following the events of the first game, Cold is shown to be a member of this universe's Suicide Squad[image: External link].
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 In other media
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 Television
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 Live action





	Captain Cold appears in his self-titled episode of the 1990s The Flash television show, "Captain Cold", played by actor Michael Champion[image: External link]. This version of Captain Cold (named Leonard Wynters and costumed in a trenchcoat[image: External link]) is an infamous albino hitman, who uses a nuclear-powered freeze weapon to kill his victims. He was hired by Central City crime boss Jimmy Swain (Jeffrey Combs[image: External link]) to kill local mob bosses and later the Flash. Flash eventually manages to defeat Captain Cold.

	Captain Cold appears, face unseen, in the Smallville episode "Prophecy" as part of a group assembled by Toyman[image: External link]. He is assigned to kill Bart "Impulse" Allen[image: External link].
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 Arrowverse





	
Wentworth Miller portrays Leonard Snart / Captain Cold in The CW's Arrowverse.[33]

	The character first appears as a recurring villain on The Flash. His stolen S.T.A.R. Labs 'cold gun' was created by Cisco Ramon to subdue a speedster, due to its ability to freeze anything to absolute zero temperatures. In the first season, Snart attempts to eliminate the Flash multiple times, eventually recruiting his former colleague, Mick Rory, to join forces against the new hero, giving his pyromanic accomplice a handheld flamethrower to do so. Now known as the supervillains Captain Cold and Heat Wave, the two end up being defeated by the Flash, only to escape with the aid of Snart's sister, Lisa[image: External link]. Snart then captures Cisco and learns the Flash's secret identity of Barry Allen[image: External link], with whom he makes a deal: Snart will keep Barry's identity a secret and refrain from killing innocent people, and in exchange Barry will not interfere with his heists. Barry later requests Snart's help with a metahuman prison transfer, and in exchange Barry eliminates all records of Snart the authorities possess. However, Snart then betrays Barry by freeing the inmates from captivity, stating that they would make a great addition his "Rogues" crew. In season two, Snart is blackmailed into working with his abusive father, Lewis, who plants a bomb in Lisa to ensure his son's cooperation. When the bomb is deactivated, Snart kills his father in retaliation. Despite being apprehended, Snart is later freed from prison by Mark Mardon[image: External link], but instead leaves Central City.

	On Earth-2, one of the Snart family is mentioned to be the mayor of Central City, though it is unclear if it is him or his sister or his father.

	In the Season Three episode "Infantino Street", when Snart and the Legends were looking for Vandal Savage, Barry recruited him to steal a Dominator power source from A.R.G.U.S. When they succeeded, Snart advised Barry to use the good in him to stop Savitar.





	Snart returns as a main character in the first season of Legends of Tomorrow. He and Mick are recruited into Rip Hunter's team, which is formed to prevent the immortal Vandal Savage from conquering the world; the two join the time-travelling crew to steal valuables from the past before they are discovered. In the episode "Blood Ties", Snart attempts to alter his own past and prevent the cycle of abuse he and his sister suffered at the hands of their father. But unfortunately, Snart learns that the timeline always finds a way to restore itself. Later Snart starts to reform, becoming a true hero, which leads him to confrontation with Mick. When Heat Wave later betrays the team, Snart maroons his partner in an isolated area. A vengeful Rory then returns as the Time Masters' temporal bounty hunter Chronos, and subsequently captures Snart for abandoning him. Snart later manages to escape, and convinces the team to try and reform Rory after they defeat him. They eventually succeed, and Rory rejoins the team. Near the end of the season, Snart is instrumental in defeating and capturing Savage by convincing his daughter[image: External link] to turn against him. In "Destiny", Snart sacrifices himself to save Rory and ensure the team's survival after they learn that the Time Masters have been working with Savage and manipulating the team for their own ends. In the series, Snart has a blossoming romance with Sara Lance[image: External link] which reaches its peak when the two share a kiss before Leonard sacrifices himself to put an end to the Time Masters. Miller reprises his role as Captain Cold in season two, as a recurring character and a member of the Legion of Doom.[34] Prior to Snart's return, Rory gives his former cold gun to teammate Ray Palmer, allowing Palmer to continue acting in the field after the destruction of his exo-suit. Later Rory starts to see hallucinations of Snart, trying to make him indulge his villainous impulses. In the episode "Fellowship of the Spear", a past version of Snart is recruited for the Legion of Doom prior to joining the Legends. Like Thawne and Darhk, Snart also intends to prevent his future death. Snart convinces Rory to betray the Legends and join the Legion, bringing the Spear of Destiny with him, allowing the Legion to rewrite reality to fit their goals. However, Rory eventually turns back to the Legends when he becomes disillusioned with the new world, and while Snart manages to kill Amaya in the new timeline while Thawne destroys the Spear, the remaining Legends are able to go back in time and prevent the Legion using the Spear in the first place. With the future Legends having sacrificed themselves to restore the timeline and Thawne killed by the Black Flash, the Legends' original counterparts return the various Legion members to their original times, erasing Snart's memories as he is returned to 2014.
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 Animated





	Captain Cold appears in Challenge of the Super Friends[image: External link], voiced by Dick Ryal. This version of Captain Cold was depicted as having pale blue skin. He is one of two Flash villains (along with Grodd[image: External link]) who appear as members of Lex Luthor[image: External link]'s Legion of Doom.

	Captain Cold appears in the Super Friends[image: External link] episode "Revenge of Doom." He is seen with the Legion of Doom when they get back together.




	Captain Cold appears in the Justice League Unlimited[image: External link] episode "Flash and Substance", voiced by Lex Lang[image: External link]. He joins fellow Rogues: Captain Boomerang, Mirror Master, and Trickster into doing various attacks on Flash on the verge of the Flash Museum[image: External link] grand-opening in Central City. It is also mentioned in the episode that he's married, which is ironic considering his womanizing ways in the comics.

	Captain Cold is featured in Batman: The Brave and the Bold[image: External link], voiced by Steven Blum[image: External link]. He and Mirror Master[image: External link] are mentioned in "The Golden Age of Justice" where they were stopped by Batman. In "Requiem for a Scarlet Speedster", Captain Cold assists Heat Wave and Weather Wizard into robbing a bank where they end up fighting Batman. During the fight, Captain Cold and the Rogues mention about the loss of their Flash. With the help of Jay Garrick and Kid Flash, Batman was able to defeat the Rogues. By the end of the episode, Barry Allen returns to Batman's time just as Captain Cold, Heat Wave, and Weather Wizard were in the midst of a robbery. The Rogues were glad that their Flash is back as Barry Allen joins Jay Garrick and Kid Flash into beating up the Rogues.

	Captain Cold appears in the Young Justice[image: External link] cartoon series, voiced by Alan Tudyk[image: External link].[35] In "Independence Day," Captain Cold was robbing a jewelry store in Central City only to end up defeated by Flash and Kid Flash. In "Terrors", Captain Cold (alongside fellow ice villains Icicle Jr.[image: External link], Killer Frost[image: External link], and Mr. Freeze[image: External link]) were sent to Belle Reve[image: External link] where Superboy and Miss Martian infiltrate the prison as the Terror Twins. Batman's suspicions of the four ice-based villains being in Belle Reve is confirmed when Captain Cold, Icicle Jr., Killer Frost, and Mr. Freeze meet up with Icicle Sr.[image: External link] in his plot to cause a mass breakout. Captain Cold was defeated when his inhibitor collar was reactivated. In "Coldhearted", Captain Cold alongside the other four ice-based villains were seen in their cells when Hugo Strange tells Batman and Flash that none of the ice-based villains have left their cells at the time when five ice fortresses attacked the United States. According to Greg Weisman[image: External link], it was stated that Captain Cold and the other ice-based villains had helped to power one of the ice fortresses.[36] In "Satisfaction", Captain Cold targets a bank that is near where Rocket[image: External link] is having a bridal shower. His robbery is thwarted by Rocket, Zatanna, Miss Martian, Batgirl, Black Canary, Bumblebee, and Wonder Girl.

	Captain Cold appears in one of the Animal Man[image: External link] shorts on the DC Nation[image: External link] block, voiced by Kevin Michael Richardson[image: External link].

	Captain Cold appears in Lego DC Comics: Batman Be-Leaguered[image: External link], voiced by Kevin Michael Richardson[image: External link].[37]


	Captain Cold appears in the intro of the animated series Justice League Action[image: External link].
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 Film





	Captain Cold appears in the direct-to-video[image: External link] movie Justice League: The New Frontier[image: External link], voiced by James Arnold Taylor[image: External link]. He attempts to rob a casino in Vegas before The Flash stops him. This version is depicted as bald and wearing an all-white cloak similar to the comic version[image: External link].

	Captain Cold appears in Superman/Batman: Public Enemies[image: External link], voiced by an uncredited Michael Gough[image: External link]. In the movie, Captain Cold along with Killer Frost[image: External link], Icicle[image: External link], and Mr. Freeze[image: External link] are part of the villains who seek to go after the bounty for Superman. They attack and defeat Batman, but before they can finish him, Superman defeats them with his heat vision.

	Captain Cold appears in Justice League: The Flashpoint Paradox[image: External link] voices by Danny Jacobs[image: External link]. In the beginning of the film, he and the Rogues are attacking the Flash, but Professor Zoom[image: External link] betrays the Rogues and attaches bombs to them, which cannot be removed. The Justice League[image: External link] arrive and manage to dispose of the bombs. Wonder Woman[image: External link] uses one of his own weapons to freeze Captain Cold's belt and rid away from the bomb radius to save Captain Cold's life. In the distorted Flashpoint timeline, Citizen Cold is a superhero.

	Captain Cold appears in JLA Adventures: Trapped in Time[image: External link], voiced by Corey Burton[image: External link].[38] He is seen as a member of the Legion of Doom.

	Captain Cold appears in the direct-to-dvd[image: External link] animated film[image: External link] Lego DC Comics Super Heroes: Justice League vs. Bizarro League[image: External link], voiced by Kevin Michael Richardson[image: External link].

	Captain Cold appears in the animated film Lego DC Comics Super Heroes: Justice League: Attack of the Legion of Doom[image: External link], with Kevin Michael Richardson[image: External link] reprising his role. He appears as a member of the Legion of Doom.
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 Video games





	Captain Cold appears in Batman: The Brave and the Bold[image: External link], voiced again by Steven Blum.

	Captain Cold appears in DC Universe Online[image: External link], voiced by Ryan Wickerham.[39] In the hero campaign, Captain Cold (alongside Heat Wave, Mirror Master, and Weather Wizard) is a boss in the Stryker's Island alert. In the villain campaign, Captain Cold is located in the power core area of the Hall of Doom offering missions to higher level villains. In the tie-in comic book "DC Universe Online Legends" which begins in a possible future, Captain Cold dies attempting to defend the Kryptonite-poisoned Superman from Lex Luthor.

	Captain Cold appears in Lego Batman 2: DC Super Heroes[image: External link], voiced again by Steven Blum.

	In Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link], Leonard Snart's name is listed on a hit list during Deathstroke's outro.

	Captain Cold appears as a playable character in Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link], voiced by Robin Atkin Downes[image: External link].

	Captain Cold appears as a playable character in Injustice 2[image: External link], voiced by C. Thomas Howell[image: External link]. In the story, Snart seeks his vengeance against the Regime for murdering the Rogues (including his sister) by joining the Society.[40] In Captain Cold's ending, he turns on Grodd after discovering that he and Brainiac were planning on using the Society to destroy the planet and leaves their frozen bodies for the authories. He returns to his sister's grave, where he tells her that he's now become the crime-fighting partner of the Flash.
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 Merchandise





	Funko has released a POP! vinyl figure of Captain Cold in their The Flash television series line.[41] A variant of this figure, without the hood and goggles, was later released as an Entertainment Earth exclusive.[42] Funko has also released a Captain Cold POP! pin.[43]


	DC Collectibles has released a figure of Captain Cold, based on his appearance in the live-action TV show The Flash.[44]


	A Lego[image: External link] minifig[image: External link] of Captain Cold has been released in a two-pack with the Flash.[45]
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