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“Here is what I’m commanding you to do. Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the LORD your God. I will be with you everywhere you go.”


JOSHUA 1:9 NIRV

















[image: ]











Contents





January


January 1: A New Beginning


January 2: Be Still


January 3: Pray About It


January 4: God Is Strong


January 5: Share with Others


January 6: Good Thoughts


January 7: Peace of Jesus


January 8: Made Like God


January 9: So Proud


January 10: More to Learn


January 11: Ask for Help


January 12: The Best Teacher


January 13: Be Kind


January 14: Choosing Friends


January 15: Forgive


January 16: Father and Creator


January 17: You Are Seen


January 18: Never Tired


January 19: Listen and Do


January 20: Be Thankful


January 21: Worship with Talents


January 22: Not So Heavy


January 23: God Is with You


January 24: God Is Kind


January 25: No More Lists


January 26: Just Like Jesus


January 27: Sacrifice


January 28: Goodness of God


January 29: How to Be Loyal


January 30: God Always Helps


January 31: What You Can’t See


February


February 1: Always Near


February 2: God Is First


February 3: Happy Heart


February 4: Only the Truth


February 5: Best Way to Live


February 6: God’s Blessing


February 7: Nice Words


February 8: Moms and Dads


February 9: You Are Loved


February 10: Tell the Truth


February 11: Everyone Has a Job


February 12: No Worries


February 13: God’s Temple


February 14: Love Is Not Jealous


February 15: Perfect Love


February 16: Mercy Matters


February 17: Fruit of the Spirit


February 18: Empty Your Bucket


February 19: Jesus Flag


February 20: Being Humble


February 21: God of Miracles


February 22: Getting Stronger


February 23: Helping Hand


February 24: Being Brave


February 25: All Your Strength


February 26: Right Choices


February 27: A Constant Help


February 28: With Your Heart


March


March 1: Your Guide


March 2: Take Your Time


March 3: Delicious Food


March 4: God Is Close


March 5: Leaders


March 6: Get to Know God


March 7: Beautiful Creation


March 8: Comfort Others


March 9: The Best Comforter


March 10: Listening and Doing


March 11: Better than Money


March 12: Kindness Treasure


March 13: Follow Jesus


March 14: When You Are Afraid


March 15: Love Like Family


March 16: Tell Someone


March 17: Strong Enough


March 18: Always Close


March 19: Jesus the Messenger


March 20: All Good Things


March 21: Peace Is Best


March 22: Nothing Is Impossible


March 23: Trusting God


March 24: So Much Hope


March 25: Good Morning


March 26: We Need Rest


March 27: No Need to Lie


March 28: God’s Reflection


March 29: A Work of Art


March 30: The Best Dad


March 31: True Peace


April


April 1: Always There


April 2: Talk to God


April 3: Stirring Up Hate


April 4: Reading the Bible


April 5: Springtime Miracle


April 6: You Are Seen


April 7: Making Mistakes


April 8: Waiting


April 9: Grow in God


April 10: Deep Love


April 11: All You Need


April 12: Not Angry


April 13: After the Fight


April 14: Big Things


April 15: Be a Light


April 16: Bigger than Fear


April 17: God’s Work


April 18: The Great I Am


April 19: God Knows Best


April 20: Promise Keeper


April 21: You Matter


April 22: Share Your Faith


April 23: Give God Your Worry


April 24: Able to Help


April 25: Show Your Love


April 26: Loving God


April 27: Don’t Hide It


April 28: Good Directions


April 29: Grace of God


April 30: Teach Me


May


May 1: Worries


May 2: Little Annoyances


May 3: Use Your Voice


May 4: Take a Break


May 5: God Time


May 6: Calm Heart


May 7: Be Bold


May 8: The Clay


May 9: Love Your Enemies


May 10: Your Anchor


May 11: Better Together


May 12: Slow Down


May 13: What to Do


May 14: Peace Gift


May 15: Hope for All


May 16: Great Big Love


May 17: A Father’s Gifts


May 18: Good News


May 19: Praise God


May 20: God With Us


May 21: Love Equally


May 22: How to Love


May 23: Your People


May 24: Look for Him


May 25: Your Shepherd


May 26: God Gives Hope


May 27: Help On the Way


May 28: Help Others


May 29: Wonderful Things


May 30: Pay Attention


May 31: God’s Mind


June


June 1: Be Brave


June 2: Perfect Timing


June 3: Never Lost


June 4: Your Shield


June 5: True Rest


June 6: Depend on God


June 7: Grow in Love


June 8: Right with God


June 9: Summer and Winter


June 10: One in a Billion


June 11: The Good Shepherd


June 12: God Knows You


June 13: God Is Big


June 14: Only God


June 15: Speak Up


June 16: Holding Hands


June 17: In Your Mind


June 18: Spending Time


June 19: Better than Money


June 20: Powerful Protection


June 21: God Can Do It


June 22: Share in Love


June 23: Plans and Miracles


June 24: Take Good Care


June 25: Big Big Love


June 26: What God Wants


June 27: The Greatest Dad


June 28: Good Fruit


June 29: Strong Walls


June 30: Getting Help


July


July 1: Being Afraid


July 2: Sing to God


July 3: Choose Peace


July 4: God’s Work


July 5: Trust in God’s Love


July 6: A Good Friend


July 7: Every Step


July 8: Super Trust


July 9: Say No to Pride


July 10: A Soft Heart


July 11: Kindness Always


July 12: Sharing Feelings


July 13: Sandy Shoes


July 14: Love that Stays


July 15: God’s Way


July 16: Just You Wait


July 17: Keep It Up


July 18: Give What You Have


July 19: The Best News


July 20: Starting Again


July 21: All for God


July 22: God’s Creation


July 23: Powerful Words


July 24: Know His Love


July 25: Safe Place


July 26: Hard Work


July 27: New Things


July 28: Always Thankful


July 29: Wisdom


July 30: Fear the Lord


July 31: What Is Good


August


August 1: The Holy Spirit


August 2: Pray All the Time


August 3: God Knows


August 4: Good Examples


August 5: Great Things


August 6: A Son’s Prayers


August 7: Face to Face


August 8: Ask for Help


August 9: Live Forever


August 10: A Long Time


August 11: A Joyful Heart


August 12: God Gives Grace


August 13: Love Endures


August 14: God’s Song


August 15: God Shows His Love


August 16: God Made You


August 17: Fair and Honest


August 18: Don’t Speak Evil


August 19: Wait with Hope


August 20: Speak Up


August 21: Say Thank You


August 22: God Notices


August 23: Simple Words


August 24: The Same Jesus


August 25: Gentle Words


August 26: God Helps


August 27: New Every Morning


August 28: Follow With Faith


August 29: Faith


August 30: Listen


August 31: Come Together


September


September 1: Guilty Feelings


September 2: God Cares for All


September 3: Strong and Brave


September 4: God Rested


September 5: On Your Side


September 6: Power and Joy


September 7: Do to Others


September 8: God Is Strong


September 9: Love as God Loves


September 10: Secrets


September 11: God Can Help


September 12: Work in Progress


September 13: God Sees


September 14: Plans for You


September 15: Praise Helps


September 16: All Around You


September 17: Gift of a Smile


September 18: Share the News


September 19: Treasure Hunt


September 20: Look at Jesus


September 21: Weak and Strong


September 22: Different and Beautiful


September 23: God the Expert


September 24: Work Hard


September 25: Light of Jesus


September 26: Praise and Thanks


September 27: Never Alone


September 28: Be Honest


September 29: Good Teachers


September 30: In the Morning


October


October 1: Chance to Grow


October 2: Peace to Sleep


October 3: Lost Forever


October 4: Make God Proud


October 5: Good Friends


October 6: Kind Words


October 7: Retrace Your Steps


October 8: Love Like God


October 9: Your Prayers


October 10: Wanting the Bad


October 11: Look to God


October 12: God’s Voice


October 13: Stay Close


October 14: Sit Together


October 15: Tomorrow


October 16: Small Starts


October 17: Give and Take


October 18: Love All Around


October 19: Steady Rock


October 20: Kinds of Worship


October 21: High Priest


October 22: Don’t Judge


October 23: He Can Do It


October 24: Accept Each Other


October 25: Your Gifts


October 26: Most Important


October 27: Words of Life


October 28: Greatness of God


October 29: You Can Help


October 30: Practice Being Wise


October 31: Better Choices


November


November 1: Support Others


November 2: A Voice in the Dark


November 3: New Spirit


November 4: Ready to Tell


November 5: Hiding Place


November 6: Be a Helper


November 7: Unfair


November 8: Saying Thanks


November 9: Having Faith


November 10: Learn from Others


November 11: Young and Important


November 12: Respect


November 13: Good Things


November 14: Don’t Be Afraid


November 15: Forgiven and Forgotten


November 16: Don’t Brag


November 17: Every Person


November 18: Kind Father


November 19: Your Shield


November 20: Love Learning


November 21: Children Are Important


November 22: Words Are Powerful


November 23: Angel Commander


November 24: God Sees


November 25: Help in the Morning


November 26: Jesus Is Close


November 27: You Are a Gift


November 28: Listen to Your Parents


November 29: Your True Home


November 30: All That You Need


December


December 1: When Jesus Comes Back


December 2: No Mistakes


December 3: Serve Others


December 4: Happy in Jesus


December 5: Brothers and Sisters


December 6: Good Creation


December 7: Credit to God


December 8: God’s Day


December 9: Rules


December 10: What You Have


December 11: Filled with Love


December 12: Your Gift


December 13: Your Heart


December 14: Live in Peace


December 15: Rest in God


December 16: His Word Lasts


December 17: So Much Grace


December 18: Everything


December 19: A Jealous God


December 20: Never Changing


December 21: God’s Path


December 22: Waiting for a King


December 23: Always Share


December 24: Baby King


December 25: In a Stable


December 26: Kind Words


December 27: Value Others


December 28: Lean on God


December 29: God’s Treasures


December 30: Eternal Rock


December 31: It Takes Time













Introduction





You can be strong and brave because God made the whole world—and he made you! When you spend time praying and reading your Bible, you will learn more about God and how much he loves you.


This book of devotions is written especially for boys like you. It will teach you to trust God, to make good choices, and to help others.


You were created to do something special! With God on your side, you can do whatever he wants you to do. He can give you the bravest heart. You only have to ask!

















January





You are joined to Christ and belong to him.


1 CORINTHIANS 3:23 NIRV








 










JANUARY 1





A New Beginning





If anyone belongs to Christ, then he is made new.


2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 ICB


Max looked at his new baby sister. She was so cute! Her little fingers grabbed onto his finger, and her mouth opened and closed as she looked up at him. He wondered when she would start talking and walking.


Babies are a good example of something new. When you ask Jesus into your heart, he takes away all the bad things you have done, and he makes you new like a baby. You can start new with Jesus today.


Jesus, I believe in you. Please forgive my sin and make me new. Amen.


Have you given your heart to Jesus?
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JANUARY 2





Be Still





“Be still, and know that I am God.”


PSALM 46:10 NIRV


When you feel very upset, it can be hard to choose not to scream or get mad. Instead of letting big feelings explode, you can walk away or talk to a parent or teacher.


God can help you. When you walk away from an argument, or if everything around you feels crazy, you are not alone. God is with you!


Dear Jesus, help me when I feel upset. You are bigger than my problems. Amen.


How can you be calm when you feel upset?
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JANUARY 3





Pray About It





Do not worry about anything. But pray and ask God for everything you need.


PHILIPPIANS 4:6 ICB


God cares about the things you care about. When someone hurts your feelings, he cares. When you feel excited, he cares about that too. When you are afraid, he takes care of you.


Praying is as simple as telling God what you are feeling and thinking. It’s like talking to your mom, dad, or a friend. You can tell him anything!


Dear God, I will tell you about the things I am thinking and feeling because you care about me. Amen.


What do you want to tell God today?


 













JANUARY 4





God Is Strong





God is strong and can help you not to fall.


JUDE 1:24 ICB


Johnny tripped over a crack in the sidewalk. Before he fell, his dad reached out and caught him. Just like Johnny’s dad, God is ready to catch you when you fall.


Everyone makes mistakes. God can help you when you do. He stays right by your side even if you go too fast or aren’t careful about what you say or do. God is a good father.


Dear God, help me to choose the right things. Amen.


What do you need God’s help with?


 













JANUARY 5





Share with Others





Don’t forget to share with others. God is pleased with those kinds of offerings.


HEBREWS 13:16 NIRV


It was Eli’s birthday. His mom made a cake, and he got presents after dinner. It was so awesome! Eli had an idea of what could make it even better. He could share his happiness with friends.


Eli shared his cake with the neighbor and felt so good when he saw the smile on his face. Sharing can make others happy, and it can make you happy too. God likes it when you share.


Dear Jesus, show me what I can share with others. Amen.


What is something you can share with others today?
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JANUARY 6





Good Thoughts





Think about the things that are good and worthy of praise.


PHILIPPIANS 4:8 NCV


Your mind will not always want to think about good things. When you are angry, jealous, or sad, your feelings can take over your thoughts. It’s okay if this happens. The trick is to not let it stay that way all day.


Think about what you’re thankful for. The more good things you notice in your life, the easier it is to think about what is good.


Dear Jesus, help me to keep my mind focused on what is good. Amen.


What are you thankful for right now?
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JANUARY 7





Peace of Jesus





Let the peace that Christ gives control your thinking.


COLOSSIANS 3:15 ICB


Peace is a wonderful thing. It is calm like a still pond with no waves or ripples on it. You can feel that kind of peace in your heart when you trust Jesus.


In the Bible, Jesus is called the Prince of Peace. He promises to help everyone who asks him for help. If you are worried, you can talk to Jesus. His peace is a safe place.


Dear Jesus, please let me feel your peace like a hug around my heart. Amen.


Who makes you feel safe and peaceful?


 













JANUARY 8





Made Like God





People have been created to be like God.


JAMES 3:9 NIRV


You were created in the image of God. This means that you were made to be like God. Each part of you is special. Your joy, your caring heart, and your kindness are just a few things that God put in you.


It is the same way for other people, too. Every person that you see is created by God just like you. No matter how different someone is from you, they are God’s good creation.


Dear God, help me to love people who are different than me. Amen.


What differences do you see between you and your friends?


 













JANUARY 9





So Proud





In Christ Jesus, God made us to do good works, which God planned in advance for us to live our lives doing.


EPHESIANS 2:10 NCV


James had to do a project for school. He worked very hard on it. When he got an A, he was very proud of himself, and his parents were proud of him too.


You are God’s creation, and he is very proud of you. He is happy with how he made you, and he loves you so much. When you feel like you aren’t important, remember that God made you for a special purpose.


Dear God, help me to know that you are proud of me. Amen.


Do you know that God is proud of you just because he made you?
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JANUARY 10





More to Learn





God, your thoughts are precious to me. They are so many! If I could count them, they would be more than all the grains of sand.


PSALM 139:17-18 ICB


Bobby went to the beach with his family. He built sandcastles and jumped in the waves. He loved digging in the sand.


There is more sand in the world than you can count. God’s thoughts are like each grain of sand. There are too many to count! There is always something more to learn about God.


Dear Jesus, I want to learn more about you every day. Amen.


What is something new you have learned about God?
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JANUARY 11





Ask for Help





He gives strength to those who are tired. He gives power to those who are weak.


ISAIAH 40:29 NIRV


When you are tired, it is good to ask for help. Just like your family helps you, God loves to help you. He is so good at taking care of you.


God created the whole world and everything in it including you. He knows what you need. You don’t have to be afraid to ask him for anything. He will give you strength when you are tired and power when you are weak. Just ask him!


Dear Jesus, please help me when I am tired. Give me strength. Amen.


What can you ask God for help with?


 













JANUARY 12





The Best Teacher





Don’t depend on your own wisdom. Respect the LORD and refuse to do wrong.


PROVERBS 3:7 NCV


Even when you try to do something the right way, you might still make mistakes. It’s good to admit when you do something wrong. Nobody is perfect except for God.


God always knows what is best. Ask him to help you when you make mistakes and ask for forgiveness when you need to. God loves to help you whenever you need it.


Dear God, thank you for showing me what is right. Amen.


What can you do after you make a mistake?


 













JANUARY 13





Be Kind





The words of a gossip are like tasty bits of food. People take them all in.


PROVERBS 18:8 ICB


Gossip is saying bad things about people when they aren’t there. It can be mean or even untrue. If someone said bad things about you when you were gone, how would it make you feel?


Part of being a good person is using kind words. Words can make people feel good or bad. Use your words to encourage others. When you use kind words, you please God.


Dear God, help me to speak kindly about others even when they aren’t around. Amen.


What should you do if someone wants to gossip with you?
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JANUARY 14





Choosing Friends





Godly people are careful about the friends they choose. But the way of sinners leads them down the wrong path.


PROVERBS 12:26 NIRV


There once was a baby goat who lost her mother. She became friends with a dog, and as she grew, she acted more and more like a dog. She never learned how to be a goat.


You become like the people you spend time with, so it’s important to choose your friends carefully. Spend time with people who are kind, good, and who help you be more like God.


Dear God, help me to choose my friends carefully. Amen.


Do you have friends who make good choices?
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JANUARY 15





Forgive





Whoever forgives someone’s sin makes a friend, but gossiping about the sin breaks up friendships.


PROVERBS 17:9 NCV


Micah and Joe got into a big fight. Joe hit Micah, and Micah hit Joe back. Their mom helped them calm down and apologize. The brothers forgave each other and went back to playing.


The Bible says that when you love someone, you forgive them, and you don’t need to keep talking about their mistake. That’s what God does. When he forgives you, he doesn’t remember your sin anymore.


Dear Jesus, help me to forgive others and not keep talking about their mistakes. Amen.


How does it make you feel when a friend forgives you?


 













JANUARY 16





Father and Creator





“Why do you worry about clothes? Look at the flowers in the field. See how they grow. They don’t work or make clothes for themselves.”


MATTHEW 6:28 ICB


Parents take care of you. They give you what you need, and they also give you fun things. Has your mom ever made you a special treat? Maybe your dad helped you build a Lego set. They love you, and they love when you enjoy what they have made.


God made the world beautiful so you can enjoy it. Everything he created reminds you that he is a good father who loves to make his children happy. When you see cool things, thank God for them!


Dear God, thank you for this beautiful world I live in. Amen.


What beautiful things do you see outside your window?


 













JANUARY 17





You Are Seen





LORD, you have seen what is in my heart. You know all about me.


PSALM 139:1 NIRV


Kyle was having fun with his friends until they said he was too bossy. He didn’t mean to be bossy. He was just trying to get everyone to play together.


Have you ever felt hurt when others didn’t understand what you were doing? God sees your heart even when others don’t. He knows and loves you. No matter how lonely you feel, God is always with you. He always understands.


Dear Jesus, I’m so glad that you know me better than anyone else. Amen.


Do you talk to God when you are lonely?
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JANUARY 18





Never Tired





The people who trust the LORD will become strong again. They will rise up as an eagle in the sky; they will run and not need rest; they will walk and not become tired.


ISAIAH 40:31 NCV


Elijah was a fast runner. He would run to the mailbox for his mom. He would run with his friends at school. Elijah also had times when he felt tired.


God says that when your hope is in him, it is like running without ever getting tired. Even when your body is tired, your heart can keep trusting God.


Dear Jesus, I don’t want to get tired of doing the right thing. Amen.


What do you never get tired of doing?
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JANUARY 19





Listen and Do





A person who hears God’s teaching and does nothing is like a man looking in a mirror. He sees his face, then goes away and quickly forgets what he looked like.


JAMES 1:23-24 ICB


Carl’s mom told him to grab his coat before leaving the house, but he ran to the car without it. Soon he was cold, and he realized he should have listened to his mom.


If Carl had done what his mom said, he would have been warm. It is important to listen to God’s voice too. He always knows what is best for you.


Dear God, I want to do what you say. Amen.


What has God asked you to do lately?


 













JANUARY 20





Be Thankful





Always give thanks to God the Father through Christ.


COLOSSIANS 3:17 NIRV


When you choose to do the right thing, it can be a gift to God. Worship is more than singing songs. Listening to your parents and sharing with friends are some other ways to worship God.


Thankfulness is a way to worship God too. If you are thankful for what you have, tell God about it!


Dear Jesus, help me to be thankful and to share what I have. Amen.


How can you show your thankfulness to God today?


 













JANUARY 21





Worship with Talents





“The Lord has given Bezalel the skill, ability, and knowledge to do all kinds of work.”


EXODUS 35:31 ICB


Steven was good at making people laugh. He loved to be silly and tell jokes. Could Steven’s silliness be a way he worships God?


When you use the talents God gave you, you are worshiping him. It will bring you joy to use the abilities that he has given you. Think of ways you can worship God.


Dear God, I will use what I’m good at to worship you today. Amen.


What are you good at?
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JANUARY 22





Not So Heavy





We have freedom now because Christ made us free. So stand strong.


GALATIANS 5:1 ICB


Jonathan went on a hike with his family and carried his water and snacks in a backpack. As he took off his backpack for a snack break, he couldn’t believe how light he felt!


Forgiveness is like taking off a heavy backpack. You don’t have to carry your mistakes after Jesus forgives you. Enjoy the lightness you feel because of his forgiveness.


Dear Jesus, thank you for the lightness I have because you took away my sin. Amen.


What heavy things can you give to God today?
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JANUARY 23





God Is with You





God has blessed you in everything your hands have done.


DEUTERONOMY 2:7 NIRV


In the Old Testament, God told his people that he would bring them to the Promised Land. Before that, they wandered in the desert for forty years. God made food fall from the sky, and water sprang up from rocks. They never went hungry or thirsty.


God will always provide what you need too. He watches over you and takes care of you.


Dear God, thank you for taking care of me. Amen.


Do you believe that God is with you?


 













JANUARY 24





God Is Kind





You are a forgiving God. You are kind and full of mercy. You do not become angry quickly, and you have great love.


NEHEMIAH 9:17 NCV


Have you ever felt afraid of God? Remember what the Bible says about who God is. He is kind and full of love. He is not mad at you, and he will always forgive you.


No matter what you have done, you can tell God anything. He can handle your biggest mistakes and give you peace. He is patient and kind.


Dear Jesus, thank you for being kind. When I am afraid, I will come to you. Amen.


Who do you know that is kind?


 













JANUARY 25





No More Lists





Love does not remember wrongs done against it.


1 CORINTHIANS 13:5 ICB


Ben loved his sister. They played every day. Even when they would fight, they would make up and play together again.


God is quick to forgive, and you should be too. God does not keep a list of all your mistakes, and you should get rid of your lists too.


Dear God, help me to forgive others quickly. Amen.


What mistakes do you need to forget today?
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JANUARY 26





Just Like Jesus





Lead a life of love, just as Christ did. He loved us. He gave himself up for us.


EPHESIANS 5:2 NIRV


Jesus is the perfect leader for you to follow. He always helped others before helping himself. He noticed when someone felt lonely or left out. He talked to God and told others about God.


There are lots of ways that you can love like Jesus did. Look for kids at school, in your neighborhood, or at church who need a friend.


Dear Jesus, show me how to love people like you do. Amen.


Who can you be a good friend to today?
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JANUARY 27





Sacrifice





Since God has shown us great mercy, I beg you to offer your lives as a living sacrifice to him.


ROMANS 12:1 NCV


Sacrifice means to give away something that is important to you. What if you gave that favorite thing in your lunch to someone who didn’t have very much to eat?


Jesus doesn’t need you to share your lunch with him. He wants you to share your life. Thank him for the great things he has given you and share them with others.


Dear Jesus, help me to love you by loving the people around me. Amen.


What can you offer to God today?
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