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Girl Golem


The night they blew life into her, she clung


bat-like to the womb-wall. A girl golem,


a late bonus, before the final egg dropped.


She divided, multiplied, her hand-buds bloomed;


her tail vanished into its coccyx and the lub-dub


of her existence was bigger than her nascent head.


She was made as a keep-watch,


in case new nasties tried to take them away.


The family called her tchotchkele, their little cnadle,


said she helped to make up for lost numbers –


as if she could compensate for millions.


With x-ray eyes, she saw she was trapped


in a home for the deaf and blind, watched them


blunder into each other’s neuroses. Her task,


to hold up their world, be their assimilation ticket,


find a nice boy and mazel tov – grandchildren!


But she was a hotchpotch golem, a schmutter garment


that would never fit, trying to find answers


without a handbook. When she turned eighteen,


she walked away, went in search of her own kind,


tore their god from her mouth.




Golem: man made from clay and Kabbalistic spells, by rabbis to protect Jews from persecution. Truth: [image: image] was written on his forehead and God’s name on his tongue. Tchotchkele (diminutive of tchotchke): a trinket, a cute child. Mazel tov: good luck. Cnadle: a dumpling. Schmutter: a rag.
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