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WIELAND: THE SECRET OF THE ORDER OF COSMOPOLITANS 




Introduction


A little over fourteen years have passed since the historian of the Greek city of Abdera reported on a conversation between Hippocrates and Democritus, in which they discussed a certain invisible society. According to his account, this society had existed for millennia under the name of the Cosmopolitans. Allegedly, it surpassed all other secret societies in effectiveness and influence on world history.

The historian made only a passing mention of this unknown order. Nevertheless, the reference attracted great attention—for whatever reason. Many readers found this mention puzzling and wanted to learn more about the mystery.

Their curiosity was further heightened by another event: A famous man of the same decade made urgent appeals to all ranks and classes of the nation. He requested a sum of thirty thousand thalers for the establishment of an institute of great importance to the entire world. In doing so, he addressed the "Cosmopolitans" with particular emphasis and confidence. This public acknowledgment removed any remaining doubts about the existence of the secret society.

Not long afterward, events unfolded exactly as the Cosmopolitans had foreseen. Their invisibility was inevitable, for a true Cosmopolitan can never be a member of another secret society at the same time—anyone who makes such a decision forfeits their status at once. In spite of all thorough investigations, the true members of this order—those who were truly unique—remained hidden. However, other individuals of the time developed ambitious plans. They believed they could realize their undertakings more swiftly if they appropriated a name that, for many years, seemingly no one had publicly claimed. They exploited the name of the Cosmopolitans as an ownerless commodity. Whenever it served their purposes, they styled themselves as "Cosmopolitans" or "World Citizens" to create the impression that they possessed the secret so cryptically mentioned by the author of the Abderite history.

It remains open to debate whether they acted solely as shrewd strategists or if, in all their endeavors, they truly believed in the veracity of their actions. The latter seems entirely possible. Deceived by their own imagination, they may indeed have convinced themselves that they were something they were not. In trying to understand the concept of a world citizen, they quickly arrived at a supposed revelation: that the enlightenment of the world was the principal instrument through which the Cosmopolitans wielded their immense influence over worldly affairs.

Their success seldom matched their ambitious hopes. This, too, had been foreseen by the true Cosmopolitans—without considering them enemies or opposing them from the start. There is no need to elaborate further on this matter. However, we shall add the following:

Anyone who convinces themselves that another slogan—such as "Enlightenment" (so similar to the misleading term "Illumination" that one could hardly expect a better fate for it)—might bring them greater happiness is gravely mistaken. For the true Cosmopolitans will no longer tolerate secret societies—which, in both their internal structure and the way they seek recognition from humanity, are their absolute antithesis—either usurping their name or fostering the illusion that they pursue the same goals and employ the same means under a different name. Any form of collaboration, whether through the admission of individual members or a broader alliance, is entirely unthinkable.

The most direct—and, in my view, most honorable—way to put an end to the deception of all present and future pseudo-Cosmopolitans (unless the world deliberately chooses to be deceived) is to fully and sincerely reveal the long-kept secret of the order. This will be done here, with the firm approval and in the name of the entire order. The revelation will be so unmistakable that even the least discerning individual will be able to distinguish between true and false Cosmopolitans.

The time has finally come when there is no longer any reason to conceal virtue—at least in our own country. For fortunately, no tyrants like Nero or Domitian exist here, forcing righteous people into hiding. While in many regions, reason is still hindered by deeply rooted prejudices, in the end, every truth in our nation will reveal itself openly. The spirit of inquiry moves more freely in our time than ever before—freer even than in the most illustrious era of ancient Athens, which ultimately gave rise to the Enlightenment. And even the misuse of reason in speculative matters need fear nothing but the unyielding verdict of reasoned critique.

Moreover, the extraordinary tolerance shown toward secret societies—societies that would never have been permitted in any properly organized state—proves that no honorable purpose requires secrecy or mysticism.

In the eyes of all reasonable and virtuous people, the Cosmopolitans have everything to gain by revealing their secret. There is absolutely nothing in their constitution, their aims, or their methods that needs to be shrouded in enigmatic veils or hidden in impenetrable darkness. They may show the world who they are and what they intend. Secret orders: If you seek to convince us of the legitimacy of your constitutions, the sincerity of your intentions, and the purity of your means—then prove it in the open!

 

 




I


 To prevent any misconceptions, we must first clarify what characterizes the Cosmopolitans as a secret society.

The Cosmopolitans operate under unified laws toward a common goal. They employ aligned and complementary methods and distinguish themselves from other societies in three ways. First: Their purpose is grander and more complete. Second: Their principles and convictions are purer. Third: Their efforts and endeavors are always purposeful and harmoniously aligned.

They may be termed a secret society because that which defines them as Cosmopolitans has always remained concealed from the majority. Even if fully revealed, the masses would never grasp its true essence.

This alone demonstrates how fundamentally they differ from all other public and secret societies, heteriai, orders, and brotherhoods.

Other secret orders remain concealed by choice. It is entirely at their discretion to disclose their secret, determining how much or how little the world may know. To join their ranks, one need only be admitted and initiated into their mysteries.

For the Cosmopolitans, the situation is exactly the reverse. One does not join the Cosmopolitans by admission or through teaching. Membership in their society is determined by one's very nature as a Cosmopolitan. It is an identity conferred at birth.

Further instruction merely fulfills the role that nourishment and movement play in the growth and development of an animal body. It cannot turn a person into anything other than what nature has fundamentally shaped them to be.

 

 




II


 

The Cosmopolitans do not take an oath to uphold an inviolable secret from outsiders. They maintain that no private society has the right to demand such an oath from its members without the explicit sanction of the state. They regard such clandestine oaths as unacceptable, no matter how innocent their original intent and structure may be. Furthermore, they claim that an unauthorized oath—one not sanctioned by the highest authority with complete awareness of its implications—constitutes a conspiracy.

Such an oath creates a "state within a state", which poses a serious threat to public order in various ways. This is particularly concerning when the conspirators increase their numbers at will, reaching thousands or even hundreds of thousands. A secret confederation can only be justified if there is no other way to prevent the people’s total destruction.

In general, anyone is free to do as much good for their country as they are willing and able, as long as they remain within the boundaries of the constitution and public order. However, if restrictions in certain states or periods are so severe that a well-intentioned man cannot fully act upon his calling, he must accept this and console himself with the knowledge that no one is bound to a duty that cannot be fulfilled without violating civic obligations.

The mere claim of a secret society that its constitution and activities do no harm to the state, religion, or morals does not inherently make it innocent or legitimate—even if made in good faith. No one can guarantee that it will not one day turn into precisely what it denies being today. Moreover, individual opinions and judgments on intricate and nuanced issues are often inconsistent and unreliable.

For this reason, one cannot trust that the leaders of such a society will consistently make sound decisions. Indeed, there is a risk that they—without realizing it—may inadvertently harm religion and the state through the very means intended for good.

According to the Cosmopolitans, such secret societies can least of all justify themselves by appealing to the ancient Egyptian, Eleusinian, or similar mysteries. They attempt to create a false resemblance, obscuring the fundamental distinction from those truly knowledgeable on the subject. These ancient mysteries, however, were instituted by lawmakers and were an integral part of the political and religious order. They functioned under direct state oversight. If modern secret societies could lay claim to such privileges, their legitimacy would be beyond dispute.

The foremost distinction between the Cosmopolitans and all secret orders and brotherhoods is that they harbor no secrets—nor do they shroud their principles and convictions in mystery. They make no secret of their thoughts, their actions, or the paths they take. They find it absurd to revive ancient symbols and hieroglyphs merely to obscure truths that everyone already learns in school. What kind of wisdom, they ask, can be expected from men who, with solemn expressions, ceremoniously dress and undress dolls, play blind man’s buff, or hide needles? And what weighty affairs could possibly be veiled by such childish rituals?


 




III


The Cosmopolitans embody the title "world citizens" in its truest and most exalted sense. To them, all nations are like branches of a single family, and they see the universe as a state where they share citizenship with countless other rational beings. Their goal is to contribute to the perfection of the whole by allowing each individual to foster their own well-being in their own way. They reject two extreme perspectives: on one hand, the idea that humanity occupies the center of the universe; on the other, the belief that human existence is nothing more than a random, meaningless accident without purpose or connection. They do not presume to define humanity’s exact place within God’s infinite order, nor do they seek to uncover what a person was before birth or what they will become after death.

One thing, however, is certain to them: reason elevates humankind far above all other living beings on this tiny mote in the vast universe that, to us, is the world. Despite its apparent insignificance, humanity is not merely a mechanical tool of external forces but a conscious, autonomous being. Through this dual nature—as both a part of the natural order and an active force—humanity exerts an influence far greater than it can comprehend.

 

 




IV


From this philosophy, the Cosmopolitans derive two fundamental principles that govern their entire way of life. The first principle holds that everything beyond their own will—events they cannot foresee or prevent, and every seeming misfortune arising from natural causes—is accepted as inevitable. They place blame on neither themselves nor others for such occurrences, just as one does not fault the laws of gravity or the collision of two bodies for their consequences.

The second principle asserts that their entire focus is directed toward what they can influence through reason and will. In everything they can improve or diminish—even in the smallest details—they strive for absolute perfection. They are all the more rigorous with themselves, the greater the leniency they might expect from others.

In their view, nature has endowed each person with a unique disposition. Life’s circumstances may either foster or hinder the development of these innate qualities. However, their cultivation and refinement are the individual’s own responsibility. Their task is to perfect what nature has left incomplete or flawed and to hone their abilities through practice.

For them, no goal is greater than striving toward personal perfection. Since one does not have sole control over the course of their life and must always be prepared to fulfill the role assigned to them by the highest order, their foremost duty is to cultivate their capabilities to the fullest.

The Cosmopolitans define virtue as a high degree of excellence, attained through diligence, practice, effort, and perseverance. This ideal of virtue is their standard for assessing a person’s worth.

This distinction clarifies the difference between a mere inhabitant of the world and a true world citizen. This category includes all human beings—indeed, all living beings. But a true world citizen is one whose fundamental convictions and character are aligned with the natural order.
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