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GETTING THE


MOST OUT OF


JOHN 1–12




The most signiﬁcant fact in history can be summed up in four words: Jesus Christ is God!


The great declaration of the Bible is that God in human ﬂesh was born in Bethlehem. It was God in the person of Jesus Christ who astonished the people of his day with his miracles and amazed them with his teaching. It was God who lived a perfect life and then allowed himself to be put to death on a Roman cross for humanity’s sins. It was God who broke the bonds of death three days after he died and came out of the grave alive. The deity of Jesus—the fact that he was God in human form—is the bottom line of the Christian faith.


When the apostle John sat down to write his Gospel, he was not interested simply in adding one more account of Jesus’ life to the three already in existence. John wrote his book with a very speciﬁc purpose in mind:




Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:30-31)





John’s book is not a biography; it’s a theological argument. John wants to convince us that Jesus of Nazareth is God the Son. Then he wants to show us how that fact will change our lives in some amazing ways. It is by believing in Jesus Christ as the Son of God that we ﬁnd life—real life, eternal life, a whole new kind of life!


Every event John records is designed to show us that Jesus is God. John pulls from the life of Jesus speciﬁc incidents that demonstrate his majesty and deity. Of particular interest to John are the sign miracles of Jesus. In the ﬁrst twelve chapters of his book he records seven miracles. These miracles were not performed simply to relieve human suffering or to meet human needs; they were “signs.” They pointed to the truth of Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God.


John was the last Gospel writer. The best evidence points to a date around A.D. 90 for the composition of his Gospel. The other Gospels had been in circulation for some time. John wrote to add his unique perspective and to ﬁll in some of the details not recorded by the other writers. He assumes his readers are familiar with the other Gospels. John does not mention, for example, the anguish of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. The other writers had adequately described that incident. John does, however, give us the details of Jesus’ conversation with his disciples on the night before his cruciﬁxion. The other writers mention it only brieﬂy.


John never mentions himself by name in the Gospel; he refers to himself simply as “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” We have in this Gospel the memories of an intimate friend about Jesus. Jesus had transformed John’s life. I hope you are prepared to have that happen to you! You are about to begin a fascinating study focused on the greatest person who ever lived—Jesus Christ. If you will respond to what John writes in faith and obedience, you, like John, will experience a whole new kind of life.




SUGGESTIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL STUDY


1. As you begin each study, pray that God will speak to you through his Word.


2. Read the introduction to the study and respond to the personal reﬂection question or exercise. This is designed to help you focus on God and on the theme of the study.


3. Each study deals with a particular passage—so that you can delve into the author’s meaning in that context. Read and reread the passage to be studied. The questions are written using the language of the New International Version, so you may wish to use that version of the Bible. The New Revised Standard Version is also recommended.


4. This is an inductive Bible study, designed to help you discover for yourself what Scripture is saying. The study includes three types of questions. Observation questions ask about the basic facts: who, what, when, where and how. Interpretation questions delve into the meaning of the passage. Application questions help you discover the implications of the text for growing in Christ. These three keys unlock the treasures of Scripture.


Write your answers to the questions in the spaces provided or in a personal journal. Writing can bring clarity and deeper understanding of yourself and of God’s Word.


5. It might be good to have a Bible dictionary handy. Use it to look up any unfamiliar words, names or places.


6. Use the prayer suggestion to guide you in thanking God for what you have learned and to pray about the applications that have come to mind.


7. You may want to go on to the suggestion under “Now or Later,” or you may want to use that idea for your next study.









SUGGESTIONS FOR MEMBERS OF A GROUP STUDY


1. Come to the study prepared. Follow the suggestions for individual study mentioned above. You will ﬁnd that careful preparation will greatly enrich your time spent in group discussion.


2. Be willing to participate in the discussion. The leader of your group will not be lecturing. Instead, he or she will be encouraging the members of the group to discuss what they have learned. The leader will be asking the questions that are found in this guide.


3. Stick to the topic being discussed. Your answers should be based on the verses which are the focus of the discussion and not on outside authorities such as commentaries or speakers. These studies focus on a particular passage of Scripture. Only rarely should you refer to other portions of the Bible. This allows for everyone to participate in in-depth study on equal ground.


4. Be sensitive to the other members of the group. Listen attentively when they describe what they have learned. You may be surprised by their insights! Each question assumes a variety of answers. Many questions do not have “right” answers, particularly questions that aim at meaning or application. Instead the questions push us to explore the passage more thoroughly.


When possible, link what you say to the comments of others. Also, be afﬁrming whenever you can. This will encourage some of the more hesitant members of the group to participate.


5. Be careful not to dominate the discussion. We are sometimes so eager to express our thoughts that we leave too little opportunity for others to respond. By all means participate! But allow others to also.


6. Expect God to teach you through the passage being discussed and through the other members of the group. Pray that you will have an enjoyable and proﬁtable time together, but also that as a result of the study you will ﬁnd ways that you can take action individually and/or as a group.


7. Remember that anything said in the group is considered conﬁdential and should not be discussed outside the group unless speciﬁc permission is given to do so.


8. If you are the group leader, you will ﬁnd additional suggestions at the back of the guide.
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ENCOUNTERING


THE WORD


John 1




It was a great day in our history when a man ﬁrst walked on the moon. But the Bible declares that a far greater event took place two thousand years ago: God walked on the earth. God the Son, Jesus Christ, came to live among us as a real human being.


Group Discussion. What famous person alive today would you like to spend a day with? Why?


Personal Reflection. What do you hope will happen in your life as a result of studying the Gospel of John?


 


 


 


John opens his Gospel with a beautiful hymn of exaltation to Christ. It is one of the most profound passages in the whole Bible. It is written in simple, direct language, but the truth it contains has never been fully explained. We come upon an ocean-sized truth but have to be content to paddle around in shallow water. Read John 1:1-18.




1. Why do you think John calls Jesus “the Word” (vv. 1, 14)?











2. In verses 1-5 what facts does John declare to be true of the Word?











Which of these facts most helps you understand who Jesus is?











3. John contrasts Jesus’ rejection by the majority with his reception by a few (vv. 9-13). What truths about Jesus should have brought the majority to receive him (vv. 9-11)?











4. How would you explain to someone both the meaning and the results of receiving Jesus (vv. 12-13)?











5. According to verses 14-18, what speciﬁc aspects of God’s character are revealed to us through Jesus?











6. Read John 1:19-34. In verses 8 and 9 and again in these verses another John is introduced. He is not the author of the Gospel but John the Baptizer, Jesus’ relative, and the one who announced Jesus’ coming to the people of his day. What steps does John the Baptist take to guarantee that people will not look at him but at Jesus?











7. How would you summarize John the Baptist’s testimony concerning Jesus?











8. Read John 1:35-51. In these verses we are introduced to ﬁve men: Andrew, Simon, Philip, Nathanael and one unnamed disciple (John). How does each man respond to the testimony he hears about Jesus?











9. Which of these responses have you encountered as you have shared your faith in Jesus Christ?
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