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CORRESPONDENCE AND MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS 


1781 - 1782




 




DCCCCLXXXIII. FROM ROBERT MORRIS




 




Philadelphia, 13 July, 1781.




Sir:—




The unanimous appointment to the

superintendency of our finances, with which Congress has honored me, and my

conviction of the necessity that some one person should

endeavor to introduce method and economy into the administration of affairs,

have induced me, though with reluctance, to accept that office. Ref. 002 Mr.

Jay will receive by this conveyance, and forward to you, copies of those

resolutions and letters which may be necessary to explain my appointment and

powers.




I wish I could as readily effect,

as I most ardently desire, the accomplishment of all proper arrangements.

Thoroughly convinced that no country is  truly independent, until,

with her own credit and resources, she is able to defend herself and correct

her enemies, it shall be my constant endeavor to establish our credit and draw

out our resources in such manner, that we may be little burdensome and

essentially useful to our friends.




I am sure I need not mention

to you the importance of collecting a revenue with ease, and

expending it with economy. As little need I detail the time, the authority, the

ability, the favorable circumstances, that must combine for these purposes. But

I think that I may assert that the situation of a country, just emerging from

dependence and struggling for existence, is peculiarly unfavorable; and I may

add that this country, by relying too much on paper, is in a condition of

peculiar disorder and debility. To rescue and restore her is an object equal to

my warmest wishes, though probably beyond the stretch of my abilities.




Success will greatly depend on

the pecuniary aid we may obtain from abroad; because money is necessary to

introduce economy, while, at the same time, economy is necessary to obtain

money; besides that, a greater plenty of solid circulating medium is required

to support those operations which must give stability to our credit,

fruitfulness to our revenue, and activity to our operations. Among those things

which, after the experience and example of other ages and nations, I have been

induced to adopt, is that of a national bank, the plan of which I enclose. I

mean to render this a principal pillar of American credit, so as to obtain the

money of  individuals for the benefit of the Union, and thereby bind

those individuals more strongly to the general cause by the ties of private

interest. To the efficacy of this plan, as well as to the establishment of a

mint, which would also be of use, a considerable sum of money is necessary,

and, indeed, it is indispensably so for many other purposes.




Be not alarmed, sir, from what I have

said, with the apprehension that I am about to direct solicitations to the

court of Versailles; which, after the repeated favors they have conferred, must

be peculiarly disagreeable. On the contrary, as I am convinced that the moneys

of France will all be usefully employed in the vigorous prosecution of the war

by her own fleets and armies, I lament every sum which is diverted from them.

Our necessities have, indeed, called for her aid, and perhaps they may continue

to do so. Those calls have hitherto been favorably attended to, and the

pressure of our necessities has been generously alleviated; nor do I at all

doubt that future exigencies will excite the same dispositions in our favor,

and that those dispositions will be followed with correspondent effects. But I

again repeat my wish, at once to render America independent of, and useful to,

her friends.




With these views, I have directed

Mr. Jay to ask a considerable sum from the court of Madrid, to be advanced us

at the Havana, and brought thence by us, if it cannot conveniently be landed

here from Spanish men-of-war. I say a considerable sum, because,

as I have declared to him, I do not wish to labor under the weight of

obligation without deriving  from it any real benefit, and because I

consider the advance of small sums rather as a temporary palliation than a

radical remedy. Our disorders are such that the former can be of no use, and it

would be better to desist in a desultory defence than to put on the delusive

appearance of a vigor we do not feel; for this lulls the people into a

dangerous security, and softens those hopes of the enemy which give duration

and extent to the war. It is the disorder of our finances which has prevented

us from a powerful co-operation with our allies, and which has enabled the

enemy to linger on our coasts with the dregs of a force once formidable; and it

is from this cause that they have been permitted to extend the theatre, and

multiply the victims, of their ambition.




America alone will not derive

benefit from the advances which Spain may make to her. All the associates in

the war will feel the consequential advantages. The expense of

the American war now hangs a heavy weight around Britain, and enfeebles her on

that element which she called her own. An increase of that expense, or the loss

of her posts here, must necessarily follow from additional efforts on our part;

and either of these must be a consequential benefit to those who are opposed to

her. France will derive a small immediate benefit from it, as

she will thereby get more money here for her bills of exchange than she can at

present procure. But it is not so much from any advantage which may be expected

to that kingdom, or from any motives of interest, as from the

generosity and magnanimity of the prince, that we hope for support. I will

not  doubt a moment that, at your instance, his Majesty will make

pressing representations in support of Mr. Jay’s application, and I hope that

the authority of so great a sovereign, and the arguments of his able ministry,

will shed auspicious influence on our negotiations at Madrid.




From the best returns I have been

able to collect, and which are in some measure imperfect, from the confusions

and disasters of the Southern States, I find that there are about seven million

two hundred thousand dollars due on certificates, which bear an interest of six

per cent., payable in France at the rate of five livres for every dollar. Many

causes have conspired to depreciate the certificates, notwithstanding the

interest is so well secured and has been punctually paid. This depreciation is

so great that they are daily offered for sale at a very considerable discount,

which is attended with two pernicious consequences: one, that a considerable

expense is unnecessarily incurred; and the other, that the public credit is

unnecessarily impaired. If I had the means, therefore, I would remove this evil

by purchasing in the certificates; and to procure this means I am to pray that

you would state this matter fully to the ministers of his most Christian

Majesty. The interest being guaranteed by the court of France, they now pay for

this purpose two million one hundred and sixty thousand livres annually, a sum

which in less than ten years would pay a debt of fifteen millions of livres at

five per cent. interest. With fifteen millions of livres, however, prudently

managed, the whole of these certificates might be  paid. I am sure it

is unnecessary to dwell on the advantages which would result from making such a

loan for this purpose; and I trust that if this matter is stated to M. Necker

that enlightened minister will co-operate in the plan to the utmost of his

ability. I again repeat that I do not wish to lay any burdens on France; but

this proposal is calculated to relieve us both; and, in any case, the expense

to France will be the same. Should it be adopted, I must request the earliest

notice, that my operations may commence; and, in any case, I hope that secrecy

will be observed, for the most evident reasons.




I am sorry to inform you that we

have as yet no satisfactory news of the ship Lafayette; but,

on the contrary, her long delay occasions the most alarming apprehensions. If,

as but too probable, that ship is lost, you will more easily conceive than I

can describe what will be the situation of our troops next winter.




I could wish, as soon as

possible, to have a state of all the public accounts transmitted, to the end

that moneys due to the United States may be paid, and measures taken to provide

for such sums as they stand indebted in to others. Your Excellency will, I dare

say, send them as soon as may be convenient; and I hope the public affairs will

hereafter be conducted in such a manner as to give you much less of that

unnecessary trouble which you have hitherto experienced, and which could not

but have harassed you exceedingly, and perhaps taken up time which would

otherwise have been devoted to more important objects.




I shall probably have frequent

occasion to address  you, and shall always be happy to hear from you;

but the mischiefs which arise from having letters intercepted are great and

alarming. I have, therefore, enclosed you a cipher, and in the duplicate of my

letters I shall enclose you another. If both arrive, you will use one; and, in

case of your absence, leave the other with such person as may supply your

place. Let me know, however, which cipher you use.




The bearer of this letter, Major

Franks, formerly an aide-de-camp to General Arnold, and honorably acquitted of

all connection with him, after a full and impartial inquiry, will be able to

give you our public news more particularly than I could relate them. He sails

hence for Cadiz, and on his arrival will proceed to Madrid, where, having

delivered my letters to Mr. Jay, he will take his orders for you. He will then

wait your orders, and, I hope, will soon after meet a safe opportunity of

coming to America. With the most perfect esteem and regard, I have the honor to

be, etc.,




Robert Morris.




 





DCCCCLXXXIV. TO FELIX VICQ D’AZYR Ref. 003





 




Passy, 20 July, 1781.




Sir:—




I received the letter you some

time since did me the honor of writing to me, accompanied with a number of the

pieces that were distributed at the  last public meeting of the Royal

Society of Medicine. I shall take care to forward them to different parts of

America, as desired. Be pleased to present my thanks to the society for the

copy sent me of the curious and useful reports relating to the sepulture in the

island of Malta. I should be glad of another copy, if it can be spared, being

desirous of sending one to each of the philosophical societies in America.




With respect to the length of

time during which the power of infection may be contained in dead bodies, which

is considered in that report, I would mention to you three facts which, though

not all of equal importance or weight, yet methinks it may be well to preserve

a memorandum of them, that such observations may be made, when occasion offers,

as are proper to confirm or invalidate them.




While I resided in England, I

read in a newspaper that in a country village at the funeral of a woman whose

husband had died of the small-pox thirty years before, and whose grave was dug

so as to place her by his side, the neighbors attending the funeral were

offended with the smell arising out of the grave, occasioned by a breach in the

husband’s old coffin, and twenty-five of them, were in a few days taken ill

with that distemper, which before was not in that village or its neighborhood,

nor had been for the number of years above mentioned.




About the years 1763 or 1764,

several physicians of London, who had been present from curiosity, at the

dissection of an Egyptian mummy, were soon after taken ill of a malignant

fever, of which they died. Opinions were divided on this question.

It  was thought by some that the fever was caused by infection from

the mummy, in which case the disease it died of must have been embalmed as well

as the body. Others who considered the length of time, at least two thousand

years, since that body died, and also that the embalming must be rather

supposed to destroy the power of infection, imagined the illness of these

gentlemen must have had another origin.




About the year 1773, the captain

of a ship, which had been at the island of Teneriffe, brought from thence the

dried body of one of the ancient inhabitants of that island, which must have

been at least three hundred years old, that custom of drying the dead there

having been so long discontinued. Two members of the Royal Society went to see

that body. They were half an hour in a small close room with it, examining it

very particularly. The next day they were both affected with a singularly

violent cold, Ref. 004 attended with uncommon

circumstances, which continued a long time. On comparing together the

particulars of their disorder, they agreed in suspecting that possibly some

effluvia from the body might have been the occasion of that disorder in them

both; perhaps they were mistaken. But, as we do not yet know with certainty how

long the power of infection may in some bodies be retained, it seems well in

such cases to be cautious till further light shall be obtained.




I wish it were in my power to

contribute more  essentially in advancing the good work the society

are so laudably engaged in. Perhaps some useful hints may be extracted from the

enclosed paper of Mr. Small’s. Ref. 005 It is submitted to your

judgment; and if you should find any thing in it worthy of being communicated

to the society, and of which extracts may be useful if printed in the memoirs,

it will be a pleasure to me; who am, with great esteem and respect, sir, etc.,




B. Franklin.




P. S. July 24th.—Since writing

the above, I have met with the following article in the Courier de

l’Europe of the 13th instant, viz.:




 




Extract of a Letter from Edinburgh, dated June 30th




 




“I understand by a person just

returned from Montrose that the epidemic fever, which has made its appearance

in the county of Mearns, ravages that neighborhood with such violence that one

of his friends was invited to attend fifteen funerals on the same day. It is

said that this malady originated in the ill-judged curiosity of some country

people, who, at Candlemas last, opened the graves of some persons who had died

of the plague in the preceding century, and who had been buried in the Moss of

Arnhall. The circumstances which have happened in the family of Mr. Robert

Aikenhead are singularly unfortunate; about the middle of last month he took

the infection, which was communicated to the rest of his family, consisting of

nine persons; two of  whom, together with himself, are dead, and the

others not out of danger.”




 




DCCCCLXXXV. TO ROBERT MORRIS




 




Passy, 26 July, 1781.




Dear Sir:—




I have just received your very

friendly letter of the 6th of June past, announcing your appointment to the

superintendence of our finances. This gave me great pleasure, as, from your

intelligence, integrity, and abilities, there is reason to hope every advantage

that the public can possibly receive from such an office. You are wise in

estimating beforehand, as the principal advantage you can expect, the

consciousness of having done service to your country; for the business you have

undertaken is of so complex a nature, and must engross so much of your time and

attention, as necessarily to injure your private interests; and the public is

often niggardly, even of its thanks, while you are sure of being censured by

malevolent critics and bug-writers, who will abuse you while you are serving

them, and wound your character in nameless pamphlets; thereby resembling those

little dirty insects that attack us only in the dark, disturb our repose,

molesting and wounding us, while our sweat and blood are contributing to their

subsistence. Every assistance that my situation here, as long as it continues,

may enable me to afford you, shall certainly be given;  for, besides

my affection for the glorious cause we are both engaged in, I value myself upon

your friendship, and shall be happy if mine can be made of any use to you.




With great and sincere esteem, I

am ever, dear sir, etc.,




B. Franklin.




P. S.—With this I shall send an

answer to your official letter of June 8th.




 




DCCCCLXXXVI. TO ROBERT MORRIS




 




Passy, 26 July, 1781.




Dear Sir:—




I have received the letter you

honored me with, of the 8th of June past, Ref. 006 acquainting

me that, as Superintendent of Finance, you have named Messrs. Couteulx &

Co., at Paris, to receive from his Majesty’s ministers the money granted to Congress,

that they may be enabled to honor your bills whenever they appear; and you

intimate a desire to be informed of the responsibility of that house.




With regard to the six millions

given by the king in aid of our operations for the present campaign, before the

arrival of Mr. Laurens, two millions five hundred thousand of it went in the

same ship with him in cash; stores equivalent to two millions two hundred

thousand more of it were ordered by him and are shipped; one million five

hundred thousand  was sent to Holland, to go in the ship commanded by

Commodore Gillon. Add to this, that Captain Jackson, by his orders, purchased

clothing and stores in Holland to the value of about fifty thousand pounds

sterling, for which he has drawn bills on me, which bills I accepted, and also

agreed to pay those drawn on Messrs. Laurens, Jay, and Adams; expecting aid

from a projected loan of ten millions of livres for our use in Holland. But,

this loan meeting with unforeseen difficulties, and its success uncertain, I have

found myself obliged to stop the money in Holland, in order to be able to save

the honor of the Congress drafts, and to comply with my engagements.




By these means you have really at

present no funds here to draw upon. I hope, however, that Messrs. Couteulx

& Co. will be enabled to honor your drafts; but I trust in your prudence

that you will draw no more till you have advice of funds provided. And, as the

laying out so much money in Holland instead of France is disapproved here, and

the payment will, therefore, not be provided for, I must earnestly request your

aid in remitting that sum to me before December next, when my acceptances will

become due, otherwise I shall be ruined with the American credit in Europe.




With regard to the wealth and

credit of the house of Le Couteulx & Co., I have never heard it in

question. But as Mr. Ferdinand Grand, banker at Paris, and his brother, Sir

George Grand, banker in Holland, have been our zealous and firm friends ever

since our arrival in France, have aided us greatly by  their personal

interest and solicitations, and have often been six or seven hundred thousand

livres in advance for us, and are houses of unquestionable solidity, I cannot

but be concerned at any step for taking our business out of their hands, and wish

your future bills may be drawn on Ferdinand Grand; for I think it concerns our

public reputation to preserve the character of gratitude, as well as that of

honesty and justice. The commission hitherto charged to us by Mr. Grand for

receiving and paying our money is a half per cent., which, considering the

trouble given by the vast number of small drafts for interest of the loans,

appears to me a moderate consideration. With great and sincere esteem, I have

the honor to be, dear sir, etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




DCCCCLXXXVII. TO JOHN ADAMS




 




Passy, 6 August, 1781.




Sir:—




I some time since gave orders, as

you desired, to Mr. Grand to furnish you with a credit in Holland for the

remainder of your salary to November next. But I am now told that, your account

having been mixed with Mr. Dana’s, he finds it difficult to know the sum due to

you. Be pleased therefore to state your account for two years, giving credit

for the sums you have received, that an order may be made for the balance. Upon

this occasion it is right to acquaint you that I do not think we

can  depend on receiving any more money here, applicable to the

support of the Congress ministers.




What aids are hereafter granted

will probably be transmitted by the government directly to America. It will

therefore be proper to inform Congress, that care may be taken to furnish their

servants by remittances from thence. I have the honor to be, etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




DCCCCLXXXVIII. TO CHARLES W. F. DUMAS




 




Passy, 6 August, 1781.




Dear Sir:—




I received several letters from

you lately, enclosing others for the President of Congress, and for Spain, all

of which are sealed and forwarded, except the last for the President, contained

in yours of the 26th past, which shall go by the first opportunity. The reading

of those letters gave me much information, and therefore pleasure; though,

since the fixing of Mr. Adams there, I do not attend so much to the affairs of

your country as before, expecting indeed but little from it to our advantage;

for, though it was formerly in the same situation with us, and was glad of

assistance from other nations, it does not seem to feel for

us, or to have the least inclination to help us; it appears to want

magnanimity.




Some writer, I forget who, says

that Holland is no longer a nation, but a great shop; and

I begin to think it has no other principles or sentiments but  those

of a shopkeeper. You can judge of it better than I, and I shall be happy to

find myself mistaken. You will oblige me, however, by continuing the history

either directly to me or in your letters to Congress; but when you enclose a

sealed letter in another to me, please to observe to place the second seal on

one side, and not directly over the first; because the heat of the second is

apt to deface the impression of the first, and to attach the paper to it, so as

to endanger tearing the enclosed in opening the cover. With best wishes for

your health and prosperity, I am ever, dear sir, etc.




B. Franklin.




P. S.—I pity the writer of the

enclosed, though I have no other acquaintance with him than having seen him

once at Hanover, where he then seemed to live genteelly and in good credit. I

cannot conceive what should reduce him to such a situation as to engage himself

for a soldier. If you can procure him any friends among the philosophers of

your country capable of relieving him, I wish you would do it. If not, and he

must go to the Indies, please to give him three or four guineas for me, to buy

a few necessaries for his voyage.




 




DCCCCLXXXIX. TO CHARLES W. F. DUMAS




 




Passy, 10 August, 1781.




Dear Sir:—




Enclosed I send you a late paper

received from Rhode Island. You will see in it the  advantages our

troops have gained in South Carolina. Late advices directly from Philadelphia

say that the enemy have now nothing left in Georgia but Savannah; in South

Carolina but Charleston; nor in North Carolina but Wilmington. They are,

however, in force in Virginia, where M. de Lafayette has not sufficient

strength to oppose them, till the arrival of reinforcements, which were on

their march to join him from Maryland and Pennsylvania.




In looking over my last to you, I

apprehend I may have expressed myself perhaps a little too hardly of your

country; I foresee you will tell me that we have many friends there; I once

thought so too; but I was a little out of humor when I wrote, on understanding

that no loan could be obtained there for our use, though the credit of this

kingdom was offered to be engaged for assuring the payment, and so much is lent

freely to our enemies. You can best tell the reason; it will be well not to let

my letter be seen. I am ever, dear sir, etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




DCCCCXC. TO WILLIAM CARMICHAEL




 




Passy, 24 August, 1781.




Dear Sir:—




On looking over your letters, I am

ashamed to find myself so much and so long in your debt. I thank you for making

me acquainted with M. Sonnerat. He appears a very amiable man, and is full of

intelligence and information.




We are all much obliged to Count

de Montmorin Ref. 007 for his friendly assistance in our

affairs. Please to present to him my thankful acknowledgments. I thank you also

for my being made known to M. Giusti; I saw him often, and had much

satisfaction and pleasure in his conversation.




The Congress have done me the

honor to refuse accepting my resignation, and insist on my continuing in their

service till the peace. I must therefore buckle again to business, and thank

God that my health and spirits are of late improved. I fancy it may have been a

double mortification to those enemies you have mentioned to me, that I should

ask as a favor what they hoped to vex me by taking from me; and that I should

nevertheless be continued. But this sort of considerations should never

influence our conduct. We ought always to do what appears best to be done,

without much regarding what others may think of it. I call this continuance an

honor, and I really esteem it to be a greater than my first appointment, when I

consider that all the interest of my enemies, united with my own request, were

not sufficient to prevent it. Ref. 008




I have not yet received the works

of your Economical Society, or those of its founder. I suppose you have not met

with an opportunity of sending them. The letter you propose sending to our

Philosophical Society will be very acceptable to them. I shall be glad to

peruse the copy you propose passing through my hands. Yours,




B. Franklin.




 





DCCCCXCI. TO WILLIAM NIXON Ref. 009





 




Passy, 5 September, 1781.




Reverend Sir:—




I duly received the letter you

did me the honor of writing to me the 25th past, together with the valuable

little book, of which you are the author. There can be no doubt but that a

gentleman of your learning and abilities might make a very useful member of

society in our new country, and meet with encouragement there, either as an

instructor in one of our universities, or as a clergyman of the Church of

Ireland. But I am not empowered to engage any person to go over thither, and my

abilities to assist the distressed are very limited. I  suppose you

will soon be set at liberty in England by the cartel for the exchange of

prisoners. In the meantime, if five louis-d’ors will be of

present service to you, please to draw on me for that sum, and your bill shall

be paid on sight. Some time or other you may have an opportunity of assisting

with an equal sum a stranger who has equal need of it. Do so. By that means you

will discharge any obligation you may suppose yourself under to me. Enjoin him

to do the same on occasion. By pursuing such a practice, much good may be done

with little money. Let kind offices go round. Mankind are all of a family. I

have the honor to be, reverend sir, etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




DCCCCXCII. TO ROBERT MORRIS




 




Passy, 12 September, 1781.




Dear Sir:—




I have received your letters of

July 13th, 14th, 19th, and 21st, all at once, by way of L’Orient. The originals

of those you mention to have sent by Major Franks are not yet come to hand, nor

have I heard of his arrival in Spain. Your letters of June 6th and 8th were

remarkably lucky in getting to hand. I think I have received seven of the

copies you had the precaution to send me. I enclose copies of my answers.




I have now the pleasure to

acquaint you that I have obtained a promise of the sum I wanted to pay the

bills I had accepted for the purchases made in Holland; so that your supplying

me with remittances  for that purpose, which I requested, is now

unnecessary, and I shall finish the year with honor. But it is as much as I can

do, with the aid of the sum I stopped in Holland; the drafts on Mr. Jay and on

Mr. Adams much exceeding what I had been made to expect.




I had been informed that the

Congress had promised to draw no more bills on Europe after the month of March

last, till they should know they had funds here; but I learn from Mr. Adams

that some bills have been lately presented to him, drawn June 22d, on Mr.

Laurens, who is in the Tower, which makes the proceeding seem extraordinary.

Mr. Adams cannot pay these bills, and I cannot engage for them; for I see by

the minutes of Congress you have sent me that, though they have stopped issuing

bills drawn on the ministers at Madrid and the Hague until they shall be

assured that funds are provided for paying them, they have left open to be sold

those drawn on their minister at Versailles, funds or no funds; which, in the

situation you will see I am in by the letters of the Count de Vergennes,

terrifies me; for I have promised not to accept any drafts made on me by order

of Congress, if such should be after the time above mentioned, unless I have

funds in my hands, or in view, to pay them. After its being declared to me that

such bills could not be provided for, and my promise not to engage for them, it

will be impossible to ask for the money, if I should accept them; and I believe

those bills of Mr. Ross must go back protested.




The projected loan in Holland has

of late some  appearances of success. I am indeed told it is agreed

to by the States; but I do not yet think it so certain as to venture, or advise

the venturing, to act in expectation of it. The instant it is assured, I will

send you advice of it by every opportunity, and will, from time to time, send

parts of it in cash by such ships of war as can conveniently take it.




I cannot write to you fully by

this opportunity. I will not, however, delay acquainting you that, having the

fullest confidence in your assurances of enabling me to pay them, I shall

cheerfully accept your bills of four hundred thousand livres. Captain Gillon

has sailed from Holland, without taking under his convoy the two vessels that

were freighted to carry the goods purchased by Captain Jackson in Holland.

There has been terrible management there; and from the confusion in the ship

before and when she sailed, it is a question if she ever arrives in America.




They are hard at work here in

providing the supplies to replace those lost in the Marquis de

Lafayette. With best wishes of success to you in your new employment,

and assurances of every aid I can afford you, I am, dear sir, etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




DCCCCXCIII. TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS




 




Passy, 13 September, 1781.




Sir:—




I duly received the two letters

your Excellency did me the honor of writing to me, both dated  the

19th of June, together with the letter addressed to the king and the three

commissioners with the instructions relative to the negotiations for peace. I

immediately went to Versailles and presented the letter, which was graciously

received. I communicated also to Count de Vergennes a copy of your instructions

after having deciphered them. He read them while I was with him, and expressed

his satisfaction with the unreserved confidence placed in his court by the

Congress, assuring me that they never would have cause to regret it, for that

the king had the honor of the United States at heart, as well as their welfare

and independence. Indeed, this has already been manifested in the negotiations

relative to the plenipotentiaries; and I have had so much experience of his

Majesty’s goodness to us, in the aids afforded us from time to time, and of the

sincerity of this upright and able minister, who never promised me any thing

which he did not punctually perform, that I cannot but think the confidence

well and judiciously placed, and that it will have happy effects.




I have communicated to Mr. Adams

and to Mr. Jay the purport of your despatches. Mr. Adams already had received

the same; by the first safe conveyance, I shall acquaint the Congress with the

steps that have been taken in the negotiation. At present I would only say that

the settling of preliminaries meets with difficulty, and will probably take

much time, partly from the remoteness of the mediators; so that any relaxation

of our warlike preparations, in expectation of a speedy peace, will be

imprudent, as it may be pernicious.




I am extremely sensible of the

honor done me by the Congress in this new appointment. I beg they would accept

my thankful acknowledgments; and, since they judge I may be serviceable, though

I had requested leave to retire, I submit dutifully to their determination, and

shall do my utmost to merit in some degree the favorable opinion they appear to

have of me. I am the more encouraged in this resolution, as within the last

three months I find my health and strength considerably re-established.




I wish, however, that the

consul-general may soon be appointed for this kingdom; it would ease me of

abundance of troublesome business, to which I am not equal, and which

interferes with my own important functions.




The king having graciously

complied with my request, of replacing the supplies lost in the Marquis

de Lafayette, many hands are employed in providing them, who work hard

to have them ready and shipped so that they arrive before winter. With the

highest respect, I have the honor to be, etc.,




B. Franklin.




P. S.—The copying machine for Mr.

Secretary Thomson is in hand, and will soon be finished and sent to him.




 





DCCCCXCIV. TO DANIEL OF ST. THOMAS JENIFER Ref. 010





 




Passy, 13 September, 1781.




Sir:—




I received the very obliging letter

you did me the honor of writing to me the 20th of June last.  It gave

me great satisfaction to find, by the unanimous choice you mention, that my

services had not been unacceptable to Congress; and to hear also that they were

favorably disposed towards my grandson, Temple Franklin. It was my desire to

quit public business, fearing it might suffer in my hands through the

infirmities incident to my time of life. But, as they are pleased to think I

may still be useful, I submit to their judgment, and shall do my best.




I immediately forwarded the

letter you enclosed for Mr. Lowndes; and if in any thing else I can do you

service or pleasure here, please to command me freely. I have the honor to be,

with great regard, sir, etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




DCCCCXCV. TO RICHARD BACHE




 




Passy, 13 September, 1781.




Dear Son:—




I received yours of June 20th. It

gave me great pleasure, as it informed me of the welfare of yourself and the

dear family.




I have read Mr. Wharton’s

pamphlet. The facts, as far as I know them, are as he states them. Justice is,

I think, on the side of those who contracted for the lands. Ref. 011 But

moral and political rights sometimes differ, and sometimes are both subdued by

might. I received, and thank you for, several copies of the Indian Spelling

Book. I received also the German and English newspapers.




Among my papers in the trunk,

which I unhappily left in the care of Mr. Galloway, were eight or ten quire or

two-quire books, of rough drafts of my letters, containing all my

correspondence when in England, for near twenty years. I shall be very sorry if

they too are lost. Do not you think it possible, by going up into that country,

and inquiring a little among the neighbors, you might possibly hear of and

recover some of them. I should not have left them in his hands if he had not

deceived me by saying that though he was before otherwise inclined, yet that,

since the king had declared us out of his protection, and the Parliament by an

act had made our properties plunder, he would go as far in the defence of his

country as any man, and accordingly he had lately, with pleasure, given colors

to a regiment of militia, and an entertainment to four hundred of them before

his house. I thought he was become a staunch friend to the glorious cause. I

was mistaken. As he was a friend of my son’s, to whom in my will I had left all

my books and papers, I made him one of my executors, and put the trunk of

papers in his hands, imagining them safer in his house (which was out of the

way of any probable march of the enemy’s troops) than in my own. It was very

unlucky.




My love to Sally and the

children. I shall soon write to all my friends. At present I am pinched in

time, and can only add that I am ever your affectionate father,




B. Franklin.




 




DCCCCXCVI. TO FRANCIS HOPKINSON




 




Passy, 13 September, 1781.




Dear Sir:—




I have received your kind letter

of July 17th, with its duplicate, enclosing those for Messrs. Brandlight &

Sons, which I have forwarded. I am sorry for the loss of the Squibs. Every

thing of yours gives me pleasure.




As to the friends and enemies you

just mention, I have hitherto, thanks to God, had plenty of the former kind;

they have been my treasure, and it has perhaps been of no disadvantage to me

that I have had a few of the latter. They serve to put us upon correcting the

faults we have, and avoiding those we are in danger of having. They counteract

the mischief flattery might do us, and the malicious attacks make our friends

more zealous in serving us and promoting our interest. At present I do not know

of more than two such enemies that I enjoy, viz. —— and ——. I deserve the

enmity of the latter, because I might have avoided it by paying him a

compliment, which I neglected. That of the former I owe to the people of

France, who happened to respect me too much and him too little, which I could

bear, and he could not. They are unhappy that they cannot make everybody hate

me as much as they do, and I should be so if my friends did not love me much

more than those gentlemen can possibly love one another.




Enough of this subject. Let me

know if you are in possession of my gimcrack instruments, and if

you  have made any new experiments. I lent, many years ago, a large

glass globe, mounted, to Mr. Coombe, and an electric battery of bottles, which

I remember; perhaps there were some other things. He may have had them so long

as to think them his own. Pray ask him for them, and keep them for me, together

with the rest.




You have a new crop of prose

writers. I see in your papers many of their fictitious names, but nobody tells

me the real. You will oblige me by a little of your literary history. Adieu, my

dear friend, and believe me ever yours affectionately,




B. Franklin.




 




DCCCCXCVII. TO JOHN INGENHOUSZ




 




Passy, 2 October, 1781.




It is a long time, my dear

friend, since I have had the pleasure of writing to you. I have postponed it

too often from a desire of writing a good deal on various subjects, which I

could not find sufficient time to think of properly. Your experiments on

the conducting of heat was one subject; the finishing my remarks

on the stroke of lightning in Italy was another. Then I was taken ill

with a severe fit of the gout soon after you left us, which held me near three

months, and put my business and correspondence so far behindhand that I was

long in getting it up again. Add to this, that I find indolence increases with

age, and that I have not near the activity I  formerly had. But I

cannot afford to lose your correspondence, in which I have always found so much

pleasure and instruction. I now force myself to write, and I fancy this letter

will be long.




I have now before me your several

favors of December 5th, 1780, February 7th, April 7th, May 23d, and August

29th, 1781. I was glad to find by the first that you enjoyed a good state of

health, and that you had leisure to pursue your philosophical inquiries. I wish

you that continued success, which so much industry, sagacity, and exactness in

making experiments have a right to expect. You will have much immediate

pleasure by that success, and in time great reputation. But for the present the

reputation will be given grudgingly, and in as small a quantity as possible,

mixed, too, with some mortification. One would think that a man so laboring

disinterestedly for the good of his fellow-creatures, could not possibly by

such means make himself enemies; but there are minds who cannot bear that

another should distinguish himself even by greater usefulness; and, though he

demands no profit, nor any thing in return but the good-will of those he is

serving, they will endeavor to deprive him of that, first, by disputing the

truth of his experiments, then their utility; and, being defeated there, they

finally dispute his right to them, and would give the credit of them to a man

that lived three thousand years ago, or at three thousand leagues’ distance,

rather than to a neighbor, or even a friend. Go on, however, and never be

discouraged. Others have met with the same treatment before you, and will

after  you. And, whatever some may think and say, it is worth while

to do men good, for the self-satisfaction one has in the reflection.




Your account of the experiments

you made with the wires gave me a great deal of pleasure. I have shown it to several

persons here, who think it exceedingly curious. If you should ever repeat those

experiments, I wish your attention to one circumstance. I think it possible

that, in dipping them into the wax, and taking them out suddenly, the metal

which attracts heat most readily may chill and draw out with it a thicker coat

of wax; and this thicker coat might, in the progress of the experiment, be

longer melting. They should therefore be kept so long in the wax, as to be all

and equally heated. Perhaps you may thus find the progress of heat in the

silver quicker and greater. I think, also, that, if the hot oil in which you

dipped the ends was not stagnant, but in motion, the experiment would be more

complete, because the wire which quickest diminishes the heat of the oil next

to it, finds soonest the difficulty of getting more heat from the oil farther

distant, which depends on the nature of the oil as a conductor of heat, that

which is already cooled interfering between the hotter oil and the wire. In

reversing the experiment also, to try which of the metals cools fastest, I

think the wires should be dipped in running cold water; for,

when stagnant, the hot wires, by communicating heat to the water that is near

them, will make it less capable of receiving more heat; and, as the metals

which communicate their heat most freely and readily will  soonest

warm the water round them, the operation of such metals may therefore soonest

stop; not because they naturally longer withhold their heat, but because the water

near them is not in a state to receive it. I do not know that these hints are

founded; I suggest them only as meriting a little consideration. Every one is

surprised that the progress of the heat seems to have no connection with the

gravity or the levity of the metals.




B. Franklin.




 




DCCCCXCVIII. FROM JOHN ADAMS




 




Amsterdam, 4 October, 1781.




Sir:—




Since the 25th of August, when I had

the honor to write to you, this is the first time that I have taken a pen in

hand to write to anybody, having been confined, and reduced too low to do any

kind of business, by a nervous fever.




The new commission for peace has

been a great consolation to me, because it removed from the public all danger

of suffering any inconvenience, at a time when for many days together there

were many chances to one that I should have nothing more to do with commissions

of any sort. It is still a great satisfaction to me, because I think it a

measure essentially right, both as it is a greater demonstration of respect to

the powers whose ministers may assemble to make peace, and as it is better

calculated to give satisfaction to the people of America,  as the

commissioners are chosen from the most considerable places in that country.




It is probable that the French

court is already informed of the alteration, nevertheless I should think it

proper that it should be officially notified to the Count de Vergennes; and if

you are of the same opinion, as you are near, I should be obliged to you if you

would communicate to his Excellency an authentic copy of the new commission.




I should think, too, that it

would be proper to give some intimation of it to the public in the Gazette or Mercure

de France, the two papers which are published with the consent of the

court; and if you are of the same opinion, upon consulting the Count de

Vergennes, I should be glad to see it done.




Have you any information

concerning Mr. Jefferson, whether he has accepted the trust, whether he has

embarked, or proposes soon to embark, etc. I saw a paragraph in a Maryland

paper, which expressed an apprehension that he was taken prisoner by a party of

horse in Virginia. Ref. 012




I feel a strong curiosity to know

the answer of the British court to the articles to serve as a basis. I should

be much obliged to your Excellency for a copy of it, if to be procured, and for

your opinion whether there will be a congress or not. I have the honor to be,

with the greatest respect, etc.,




John Adams.




 




DCCCCXCIX. TO JOHN ADAMS




 




Passy, 12 October, 1781.




Sir:—




I received the letter your

Excellency did me the honor of writing to me the 4th instant. I have never

known a peace made, even the most advantageous, that was not censured as

inadequate, and the makers condemned as injudicious or corrupt. “Blessed are

the peace-makers,” is, I suppose, to be understood in the other world, for

in this they are frequently cursed. Being as yet rather too

much attached to this world, I had therefore no ambition to be concerned in

fabricating this peace, and I know not how I came to be put into the

commission. I esteem it, however, as an honor to be joined with you in so

important a business, and if the execution of it shall happen in my time, which

I hardly expect, I shall endeavor to assist in discharging the duty according

to the best of my judgment.




Immediately on the receipt of the

commission of instructions, I communicated them, as directed, to this court.

The steps that have been taken in the mediation were verbally communicated to

me, but as yet I have had no copies given me of the papers. I asked if it was

not proper to communicate to the ministers of the mediating powers the

commission of Congress empowering us to accept their mediation, and was advised

to postpone it a little. I will endeavor, on Tuesday next, to obtain for you a

copy of the answer of the British court, which you desire, and will consult on

the propriety of mentioning our commission in the public papers.




I have heard nothing of Mr.

Jefferson. I imagine the story of his being taken prisoner is not true. From

his original unwillingness to leave America, when I was sent hither, I think

his coming doubtful, unless he had been made acquainted with and consented to

the appointment.




I hope your health is fully

established. I doubt not but you have the advice of skilful physicians,

otherwise I should presume to offer mine, which would be, though you find

yourself well, to take a few doses of bark, by way of fortifying your constitution,

and preventing a return of your fever. With the greatest respect, I have the

honor to be, etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




M. TO EDMUND BURKE




 




Passy, 15 October, 1781.




Sir:—




I received but a few days since your

very friendly letter of August last, on the subject of General Burgoyne.




Since the foolish part of mankind

will make wars from time to time with each other, not having sense enough

otherwise to settle their differences, it certainly becomes the wiser part, who

cannot prevent those wars, to alleviate as much as possible the calamities

attending them. Mr. Burke always stood high in my esteem; but his affectionate

concern for his friend renders him still more amiable, and makes the honor he

does me of admitting me of the number still more precious.




I do not think the Congress have

any wish to  persecute General Burgoyne. I never heard, till I

received your letter, that they had recalled him; if they have made such a

resolution, it must be, I suppose, a conditional one, to take place in case

their offer of exchanging him for Mr. Laurens should not be accepted; a

resolution intended merely to enforce that offer.




I have just received an authentic

copy of the resolve containing that offer; and authorizing me to make it. As I

have no communication with your ministers, I send it enclosed to you. Ref.

013 If you can find any means of negotiating this business, I am

sure the restoring of another worthy man to his family and friends will be an

addition to your pleasure. With great and invariable respect and affection, I

am, sir, your most obedient and most humble servant,




B. Franklin. Ref.

014




 




MI. FROM ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON




 




Philadelphia, 24 October,

1781.




Dear Sir:—




Three days since, I did myself

the honor to write to you, informing you of my appointment  to the

Secretaryship of Foreign Affairs, Ref. 019 and preparing you

for the happy event which has taken  place. Enclosed you have the

capitulation of Yorktown and Gloucester, by which a British army of five

thousand six hundred men was surrendered to the allied arms of France and

America; and no inconsiderable fleet, with eight hundred seamen, to the navy of

his most Christian Majesty.




Since my last, which was written

the day after I entered upon office, I have seen yours of the 14th of May.

There are many things in it which deserve the attention I mean to pay it, when

the first hurry the intelligence I communicate occasions, is over. But, sir,

there is a part which I cannot delay to take notice of, because I feel myself

interested in opposing the resolution that you seem to have formed, of quitting

the station which, for the honor of the United States, you now hold. I shall be

impatient till I hear that you comply with the wishes of Congress  on

this subject, as communicated long since. Though the new powers with which you

are invested impose additional burdens upon you, yet, as they at once contain

the amplest testimonials of the approbation of Congress, and directly lead to

the completion of the great cause in which you so early engaged, I cannot but

flatter myself that you will take it upon you. I sent with my first letter to

you one to the Count de Vergennes, informing him of my appointment. You will do

me the honor to present it. I am, sir, etc.,




Robert R. Livingston.




 




MII. TO THOMAS McKEAN, PRESIDENT OF

CONGRESS




 




Passy, 5 November, 1781.




Sir:—




Herewith you will receive a copy

of my last; since which I have been honored with two letters from the late

President, the one dated March 2d, relating to Captain Jones’ cross of merit,

which I have communicated as directed; the other, dated July 5th, respecting

the release and exchange of Mr. Laurens.




Having no direct communication

with the British ministers, and Mr. Burke appearing, by a letter to me, warmly

interested in favor of his friend, General Burgoyne, to prevent his being

recalled, I have requested and empowered him to negotiate that exchange, and I

soon expect his answer. The late practice of sending to England prisoners taken

in  America has greatly augmented the number of those unfortunate

men, and proportionally increased the expense of relieving them. The

subscriptions for that purpose in England have ceased. The allowance I have

made to them of sixpence each per week during the summer, though small, amounts

to a considerable sum; and during the winter I shall be obliged to double if

not treble it. The Admiralty there will not accept any English in exchange, but

such as have been taken by Americans, and absolutely refuse to allow any of the

paroles given to our privateers by English prisoners discharged at sea, except

in one instance, that of fifty-three men taken in the Snake sloop,

by the Pilgrim and Rambler, which was a case

attended, as they say, with some particular circumstances. I know not what the

circumstances were, but shall be glad to see the fifty-three of our people,

whom they promised to send me by the first cartel. I have about five hundred

other paroles solemnly given in writing, by which the Englishmen promised

either to send our people in exchange or to surrender themselves to me in

France, not one of which has been regarded, so little faith and honor remain in

that corrupted nation. Our privateers, when in the European seas, will rarely

bring in their prisoners when they can get rid of them at sea. Some of our poor

brave countrymen have been in that cruel captivity now for near four years. I

hope the Congress will take this matter into immediate consideration, and find

some means for their deliverance, and to prevent the sending more from America.

By my last accounts, the number  now in the several prisons amounts

to upwards of eight hundred.




I request also some direction

from Congress (having never received any) respecting the allowance to be made

to them while they remain there. They complain that the food given them is

insufficient. Their petition to the English government to have an equal

allowance with the French and Spanish prisoners has been rejected, which makes

the small pecuniary assistance I can send them more necessary. If a certain

number of English prisoners could be set apart in America, treated exactly in

the same manner, and their exchange refused till it should be agreed to set

these at liberty in Europe, one might hope to succeed in procuring the

discharge of our people. Those who escape and pass through France to get home

put me also to a great expense for their land journeys, which could be

prevented if they could be exchanged, as they would be landed here in ports.




The ambassador of Venice told me

that he was charged by the Senate to express to me their grateful sense of the

friendly behavior of Captain Barry, commander of the Alliance, in

rescuing one of the ships of their state from an English privateer, and setting

her at liberty; and he requested me to communicate this acknowledgment to

Congress. There is a complaint from Holland against Captain Jones, for having

taken the brigantine Berkenbosch and sending her to America,

and I have been desired to lay before Congress the enclosed depositions

relating to that capture, and to request their attention to it.




The ambassador of Portugal also

frequently asks  me if I have received any answer to their complaint

long since sent over. I wish it was in my power to give one of some kind or

other. But none has yet come to my hands. I need not mention the importance of

attending to the smallest complaints between nations, the neglect of them

having sometimes very serious consequences.




The mediation proposed is not

agreed to by England, who refuses to treat with our United States but as a

sovereign with subjects; and I apprehend that a change in that resolution is

only to be expected from time, the growing insupportable expense of the war, or

a course of misfortunes in the progress of it. The spirits of that nation have

been continually kept up by the flattering accounts sent over, of our being

weary of the contest and on the point of submission. Their ministers, as

appears by their intercepted letters, have been themselves so far deceived as

to expect daily those submissions, and to have the pleasure of laying them

before the king. We may, perhaps, be able to guess a little by the king’s

speech at the approaching new session of Parliament, whether they still

continue under this delusion. As long as it subsists, peace is not to be

expected.




A loan has been proposed to be

obtained for us of the States of Holland on the credit of this government. All

public operations are slow in that country; and though the affair is at length

said to be concluded, it is not yet executed. Considerable advances have,

however, been made here in expectation of being reimbursed by it. The last aids

granted  us have been so absorbed by my payment of the drafts on Mr.

Jay and Mr. Adams, and acceptance of those for the enormous unexpected purchases

in Holland, which were to have gone in Captain Gillon’s ship, but left behind,

that I shall have nothing to spare for extraordinaries, unless some of the

Holland loan comes soon into my hands. I am now told, from Amsterdam, that the

two ships freighted there to carry those goods are detained, as their contract

was to sail under convoy of the South Carolina, which left

them; and they must now take more men to defend them, and of consequence claim

a higher freight, and to have it paid before they sail, unless I will buy the

ships, and send them on account of Congress, neither of which is in my power to

do. It was with reluctance I engaged in that affair, having little confidence

in Captain Gillon’s management, and fearing some embarrassment of our credit.




I consented, in fine, to engage

for the payment of ten thousand pounds sterling, being the value of the goods

suitable for Congress, said to be already shipped in that vessel; and, as there

was said to be still some room, and she was thought a safe conveyance, I concluded

to furnish an additional sum to fill that supposed vacancy, which I limited to

five thousand pounds sterling more. You will judge of my surprise when I saw

the accounts of that additional purchase, which amounted, instead of five, to

fifty thousand pounds sterling. I at first absolutely refused to pay for them.

But Captain Jackson came to me from thence express; urged, that the purchase

was made by order of Colonel Laurens; that the  goods were on board;

that, if I would not undertake to pay for them, they must be relanded, and

returned or sold, which would be a public disgrace to us; that they were all

articles exceedingly wanted in America, etc. etc. In fine, I was prevailed on,

and accepted the bills, and was obliged to go with this after-clap to the

ministers, a proceeding always disagreeable, after the dispositions of the

funds of the year have been arranged; and more so in this case, as the money

was to be paid for the manufactures of other countries, and not laid out in

those of this kingdom, by whose friendship it was furnished. This fresh grant

was at first absolutely refused; at length I obtained it, and I hoped the

difficulty was over.




But, after all, the officers

declare the ship was overloaded, that there was not room to lodge the people and

provisions, nor to act in fighting her; the goods are turned out into two other

ships, those are left, and it is now proposed to me either to buy them or to

advance a freight nearly equal to their value. I cannot make a new demand for

this purpose; and I shall not wonder if this government, observing how badly

our shipping and transporting the supplies are managed, should take that

business for the future entirely into their own hands, as they have begun to do

in the case of replacing the cargo of the Marquis de Lafayette; and,

indeed, till some active, intelligent person, skilled in maritime affairs, is

placed here as consul, I cannot but think it will be much better executed, and

more for our advantage. Some considerable parts of that new cargo are already

shipped, and the rest I hear are in great forwardness.




The very friendly disposition of

this court towards us still continues, and will, I hope, continue for ever.

From my own inclination, as well as in obedience to the orders of Congress,

every thing in my power shall be done to cultivate that disposition; but I

trust it will be remembered that the best friends may be overburdened; that, by

too frequent, too large, and too importunate demands upon it, the most cordial

friendship may be wearied; and, as nothing is more teasing than repeated,

unexpected large demands for money, I hope the Congress will absolutely put an

end to the practice of drawing on their ministers, and thereby obliging them to

worry their respective courts for the means of payment. It may have otherwise

very ill effects in depressing the spirit of a minister, and destroying that

freedom of representation which, on many occasions, it might be proper for him

to make use of.




I heartily congratulate you, sir,

on your being called to the honorable and important office of President, and

wish you every kind of prosperity.




Be pleased to present my dutiful respects

to the Congress, and believe me to be, with great and sincere esteem and

respect, etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




MIII. TO MESSRS. KORNMANN




 




Passy, 21 November, 1781.




Gentlemen:—




Enclosed is the answer you desire

to the letter sent me from Königsberg. I have the honor to be, gentlemen, etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




Passy, 21 November, 1781.




Madam:—




I received the letter you did me

the honor of writing to me the 26th of last month; in answer to which I ought

to inform you, that I was born in America, now near seventy-six years since,

that I never was in Ireland till the year 1772, which was for a few weeks only,

and I did not pass thence to America with any person of my name, but returned

to England; nor had I ever any knowledge of the John Franklin you mention. I have

exact accounts of every person of my family since the year 1555, when it was

established in England, and am certain that none of them but myself since that

time was ever in Ireland. The name of Franklin is common among the English of

the two nations, but there is a number of different families who bear it, and

who have no relation to each other. It would be a pleasure to me to discover a

relation in Europe, possessing the amiable sentiments expressed in your letter.

I assure you I should not disown the meanest. I should also be glad if I could

give you a satisfactory account of your family; but I really know nothing of

them. I have therefore not the honor of being related to them, but I have that

of being, madam, yours, etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




MIV. TO THOMAS POWNALL




 




Passy, 23 November, 1781.




Dear Sir:—




I received your favor by Mr.

Hobart. I caused an application to be made to Almon in behalf of Mrs. Barry,

but do not learn that it is like  to meet with any success. Ref.

020 As the transaction was between yourself and him, no other person

but you can claim with authority. I must therefore beg for the poor good

woman’s sake, that you would do something effectual in it.




I also request that you would send

the copies you mention to me here, directed to the care of Mr. Bowen at Ostend;

and that the plate may be packed with them.




I wish most heartily with you

that this cursed war was at an end; but I despair of seeing it finished in my

time. Your thirsty nation has not yet drunk enough of our blood. I am

authorized to treat of peace whenever she is disposed to it; but I saw

inconveniences in meeting and discoursing with you on the subject, or with any

one not avowed by your ministry; having already experienced such in several

instances. Mr. Hobart appeared not fully acquainted with your ideas, and as he

could not communicate them I could make no judgment of them. My best wishes

attend you, being with the old, long-continued esteem, dear sir, your most obedient,

etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




MV. TO JOHN ADAMS




 




Passy, 26 November, 1781.




Sir:—




I sent forward last Saturday some

packets and letters for you, which I hope got to hand in time.  Most

heartily do I congratulate you on the glorious news! Ref. 021 The

infant Hercules in his cradle has now strangled his second serpent, and gives

hopes that his future history will be answerable.




I enclose a packet which I have just

received from General Washington, and which I suppose contains  the

articles of capitulation. It is a rare circumstance, and scarce to be met with

in history, that in one war two armies should be taken prisoners completely,

not a man in either escaping. It is another singular circumstance, that an

expedition so complex, formed of armies of different nations, and  of

land and sea forces, should with such perfect concord be assembled from

different places by land and water, form their junction punctually, without the

least retard by cross accidents of wind or weather, or interruption from the

enemy; and that the army which was their object should in the meantime have the

goodness to quit a situation from whence it might have escaped, and place

itself in another whence an escape was impossible.




General Greene has done wonders

too in Carolina. I hear that a reinforcement was to be sent to him from the

army in Virginia, and that there are hopes of his reducing Charleston. You have

probably in the enclosed packet the account of his last great action. Count de

Grasse sailed on the 30th with the fleet and part of the land forces. His

destinaion is not mentioned. I have the honor to be, etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




MVI. FROM ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON




 




Philadelphia, 26 November,

1781.




Dear Sir:—




The Marquis de Lafayette, who has

obtained leave to revisit his family for the winter, does me the honor to be

the bearer of this and duplicates of two former letters to you. The degree of

estimation in which he is held here you will collect from the enclosed

resolutions relative to him, so that you may converse freely with him, and I

doubt not that he will be able to satisfy your inquiries on many important

questions relative to this country; on which account I may confine myself more

to general heads than I would otherwise do.




As to intelligence, there is

little of importance, the army all having gone into winter-quarters after the

late glorious campaign, the enemy having been defeated on every hand. A party

of about six hundred of them, who fell upon the western frontier of New York,

were the last that quitted the stage, having been driven off by an inferior

number of militia, with the loss of their leaders, and many privates killed,

and about fifty, including the wounded, made prisoners. A body of troops is

detached to the southward to reinforce General Greene, with orders to attempt

Wilmington on their way, which the enemy occupy with about five hundred men,

and keep up a connection with the disaffected counties in North Carolina.




We have not in a long time heard

either from you or Mr. Jay, so that we are much in the dark

respecting  the probable prospect of a negotiation this winter, or

rather are led to conclude from your silence that the prospect is extremely

remote; in which case all your objects will concentre in preparing for the

ensuing campaign, and directing the operations as far as possible to this

country. The success of the combined operations this summer will give great

weight to your arguments, especially as they are such as would deserve,

independent of that, the most serious attention. But, sir, you will have a

difficult card to play to induce France to do what not only our but her

interests essentially require. Never was there a time in which money was more

necessary to us than at present. The total abolition of paper, the length of

the war, the restricted commerce we have carried on for the first five years of

it, the arrears of debts, and the slender thread by which public credit hangs,

put it totally out of our power to make any great exertions without an

immediate supply of money.




Taxation will be carried as far

as it can go; but this will fall very far short of our wants. The richest

nations in Europe, unable to carry on a war by taxation only, are compelled to

borrow. How, then, will it be expected that a nation, which has had every

difficulty to struggle with, an enemy in the heart of its country, and all its

considerable towns at one time or another in their possession, a superior navy

on its coasts, and the consequential ruin of its agriculture and commerce,—how,

I say, can it be expected that such a nation should find resources within

itself for so long and bloody a war? And  yet, in this situation, we

are alarmed by our advices from you, by representations from the minister of

France, by assurances from every quarter, that we must expect no further

assistance in money. Surely it is not possible that France, after having done

so much for us, after having brought us within view of the desired haven,

should oblige us to lose the advantage of all she has done; and yet be assured

that the most serious consequence may attend her stopping her hand at this

critical time. Public credit, which is growing very fast, will drop to the

ground. The contracts made for the ensuing campaign must be given up; the

troops, who were made to expect pay in specie, will be dissatisfied; and, upon

the least ill-fortune, a failure in supplies will show their discontents;

recruiting will be checked, and the conclusion of the war on those advantageous

terms, which one vigorous exertion next spring in this country would secure,

will be postponed to a later period, when in fact all we wish, to enable us to

accomplish these great objects, is less than one year’s continuance of the war

will cost France.




You will, therefore, show the

necessity of setting our credit upon a firm basis, the prospect we have of

accomplishing it, from the great confidence in the integrity and abilities of

the financier, from the economy which is introduced into our departments, from

the industry which money excites and which a fluctuating medium had destroyed,

and from the total debility which must attend another shock to public credit.




You are perfectly acquainted,

sir, with the natural  resources of the country; you know the value

of our exports, and the security they afford for any debt that we may contract;

in short, there are a thousand arguments on this subject which will suggest

themselves to you, not one of which will you upon this occasion omit to urge,

since you must be perfectly convinced of its importance in every view, both to

France and to us. The Superintendent will write more fully upon this subject,

which relates so particularly to his department.




I would beg leave to remind you

of another want, which we depend on your representations, and good dispositions

of the court of Versailles, to remove. The chase here seems to be pretty well

over; the enemy, tired of running across the country, have taken to their

burrows, and the whole business that remains to us is to take measures for

unearthing them next spring. In order to do this, ships are absolutely

necessary. The situation of New York and Charleston renders them untenable

against a naval force, and extremely strong against an attack by land; besides

that success in such an operation would not be decisive, since, after putting

us to immense expense of men and ammunition of every kind, while they keep the

command of the water, they might change their position and be as troublesome as

ever. At any rate the reduction of both these places, from their distance and

the difficulty of removing the men and stores, cannot be effected the same

campaign without a naval force, and with it, it will be the business of a few

weeks. The advantage to France, independent of her interests as

they  stand connected with ours, in keeping a great naval force on

this continent, is obvious.




1st. The expense to which

they put the English, by obliging them to maintain an equal force at this

distance from home, at four times the cost at which the French navy may be

maintained in this country, which, with proper management, need not exceed what

they expend even in France.




2dly. The number of seamen

they employ in the transport service, being so many deducted from what might

supply their navy, with the same expense as if so employed.




3dly. The protection

afforded to the trade on this coast, and the prospect of capturing the enemy’s

victuallers, and the consequent ruin of their affairs.




4thly. But, above all, the

decided advantage it will afford our combined operations, and the speedy

termination of the war by an advantageous peace. It is true, France may have

other objects, which may interfere with these. To this we can say nothing; she

must judge for herself. All we can do is to point out what we conceive will be

most useful to her as well as to us, and submit to her determination. It would

be well, however, if we were apprised of it as soon as possible.




If a negotiation should open this

winter, or there should be a probable prospect of it, you will do me the favor

to give me the earliest advices of it. There are many delicate points on which

you would like to know the sentiments of people on this side of the water,

which I will endeavor to acquaint you with.  I should inform you that

Congress have discharged the commission for negotiating a treaty of commerce

with Great Britain, and taken that burden from Mr. Adams’ shoulders; that in

compliment to the Marquis de Lafayette, they have made him the bearer of a

letter to the king of France, which I enclose; that in answer to your favor of

the 11th of June, they have passed the enclosed resolution.




Mr. Morris will write you on this

subject, and enable you to discharge the bills. Should France send a fleet next

spring, it would be advantageous to have it unencumbered with such orders as

may prevent its taking advantage of circumstances. This has unhappily prevented

this campaign from being absolutely decisive. But neither this nor any other

great object can escape your observation, bent as it is upon promoting the

happiness of your country.




In order to enable you to meet

the claim of the Tories to the property that has been confiscated, I am

endeavoring to collect for you an accurate account of the damages wantonly done

by the enemy in this country, which will at least serve to set against that

claim. Congress are preparing for an active campaign. They have directed eight

millions of dollars to be raised by tax. There is not, however, the least idea

that this, or even one half of it, will be collected in the time specified; you

will not, therefore, suffer the court to deceive themselves by hopes of

exertions founded on this measure, but urge again and again the absolute

necessity of supplying money. I have conversed so freely with the Marquis de

Lafayette on the general state of our  politics, that I would rather

refer you to him than trouble you with a longer letter on the subject.




I cannot, however, close this

without desiring you to inquire whether any intercepted letters from Mr. Deane

to persons in this country have been published in Europe. Rivington has given

us many which are generally believed to be his. The Marquis will satisfy your

inquiries about them. I am, dear sir, with sentiments of the highest respect

and esteem, etc.,




Robert R. Livingston.




 




MVII. TO WM. STRAHAN, ESQ.




 




Passy, 4 December, 1781.




Dear Sir:—




Not remembering precisely the

address of Mrs. Strange, I beg leave to request you would forward the enclosed to

her, which I received under my cover from America.




I formerly sent you from

Philadelphia part of an edition of Tully on Old Age, to be

sold in London; and you put the books, if I remember right, into the hands of

Mr. Becket for that purpose. Probably he may have some of them still in his

warehouse, as I never had an account of their being sold. I shall be much

obliged by your procuring and sending me one of them.




A strong emulation exists at

present between Paris and Madrid, with regard to beautiful printing. Here a M.

Didot l’ainé has a passion for the art, and  besides

having procured the best types, he has much improved the press. The utmost care

is taken of his presswork; his ink is black, and his paper fine and white. He

has executed several charming editions. But the Sallust and

the Don Quixote of Madrid are thought to excel them. Didot,

however, improves every day, and by his zeal and indefatigable application bids

fair to carry the art to a high pitch of perfection. I will send you a sample

of his work when I have an opportunity.




I am glad to hear that you have

married your daughter happily, and that your prosperity continues. I hope it

may never meet with any interruption, having still, though at present divided

by public circumstances, a remembrance of our ancient private friendship.

Please to present my affectionate respects to Mrs. Strahan, and my love to your

children. With great esteem and regard, I am, dear sir,




Your most obedient and most

humble servant,




B. Franklin.




 




MVIII. FROM ROBERT MORRIS




 




Philadelphia, 5 December,

1781.




Sir:—




I was yesterday morning favored

with yours of the 12th of September, enclosing third copies of your two letters

of the 26th of July, also a copy of Count de Vergennes’ letter to you of the

23d of August. I find by these letters that the idea I

had  entertained as to the advances made by the court was not so

favorable as the truth, and that the ten millions of livres, or five millions

of florins, to be borrowed in Holland, will be over and above those advances.

How much pleasure I receive from that circumstance you will easily conceive. It

is an additional pleasure that the labor of adjusting the matters mentioned in

mine of the 27th of November will be saved to you.




I am much surprised to find so

large purchases made on account of the United States in Holland. If every thing

else were equal, the generous conduct of France towards us has been such that I

cannot but think that every possible preference ought to be given to the

manufactures of that nation. But there is, in my opinion, very essential

preference of a different kind. The position of Amsterdam is unfavorable, in a

war with England, to a commerce with this country. France also can, and I

suppose will, give convoy to the articles procured there. But I will dwell no

longer on the subject, for I trust that nothing of the kind will happen

hereafter.




Should the loan be obtained, you

will be so kind, sir, as to deposit one million of florins with Mr. Grand, to

whom I will pray you to deliver the enclosed letter. I shall, in consequence,

not draw upon you for a million of livres, in favor of Messrs. Le Couteulx

& Co., as I intended; and, in like manner, I beg leave to revoke what I have

said on the subject of paying all balances into their hands. One million of

florins you will also be pleased to deposit with the house of Grand, at

Amsterdam, sending  me the precise address of both, so that I can

direct my bills properly to them. Nearly one million will be necessary to pay

the invoice sent. The remaining two millions I wish may be shipped from France

in gold, by proper vessels of war, which, I dare say, will readily be provided

by M. de Castries.




I perceive you have not written

to Congress on the subjects mentioned in the letter of the Count de Vergennes

of the 23d of August, which I am glad of. The more that an opinion prevails

here that we must succor ourselves, the more we shall do it; and, therefore, I

shall not communicate what you have said, for the present; but, as the best

acknowledgment, I shall endeavor to further the operations against the common

enemy, and draw forth all our resources for an early and vigorous campaign. The

splendid and important success which has crowned the combined arms in Virginia

is, I hope, only an earnest of what is to be done next year. These are the

returns, which we shall make to the king, for the aid he so generously affords.

And I have a very particular satisfaction in assuring you that throughout this

country a strong attachment to the French nation is daily taking place of that

blind partiality once felt for every thing which had the name of English. Let

me add, for your use, a piece of mercantile information, lately communicated to

me from unquestionable authority. The demand for French goods in this country

has raised the prices in France from twenty to thirty per cent. The

importations have reduced the prices here nearly twenty per cent, and the

exchange, you already know, has been raised considerably.




I shall say nothing to you in

this letter on the subject of future supplies, because I feel a conviction that

you will obtain such as may be necessary. I will only repeat what I have often

said, let them be early. I enclose a letter to M. de Fleury, which you will

either deliver or not, as may best answer your purposes. I hope often to have

the pleasure of hearing from you, and I pray you to believe me to be, with very

great truth, dear sir, etc.,




Robert Morris.




 




MIX. TO MRS. C. EDES




 




Passy, 13 December, 1781.




Madam:—




I return enclosed the letter from

my friend, Mr. Bridgen, which I received from you last night. You will be so

good as to acquaint him, in answer to his first question, if any fund

was established for the support of Mr. Laurens, that, being informed

about the middle of last month by a friend in London of Mr. Laurens being in

want of money, I wrote on the 19th to Mr. Hodgson, a merchant in Coleman

Street, in whose hands I had lodged cash for the support of prisoners, to hold

one hundred pounds of it at the disposition of Mr. Laurens; and I since hear

that, on a like intimation to Mr. Adams in Holland, he has ordered another one

hundred pounds to be applied to the same purpose. I have never heard that any

fund was established in America for the use of that gentleman; probably it has

not been known there that he had need of it.




The second question, if

any measures had been taken for his relief, will be answered by

acquainting Mr. Bridgen, that the Congress passed a resolution to offer the exchange

of General Burgoyne for him, and empowered me to make the offer; that Mr.

Burke, having written to me in favor of his friend, General Burgoyne, on a

supposition that the Congress intended to recall him, I sent a copy of the

resolution to Mr. Burke, and requested he would charge himself with the

negotiation. I have since heard nothing, either from Mr. Hodgson or Mr. Burke;

and, as it is said a packet was lately lost between Ostend and England, I begin

to fear my letters have miscarried, and shall by the first post send copies. I

wish Mr. Bridgen would, however, apply to both those gentlemen, learn what has

been done, and through you acquaint me with it. I beg you would assure Mr.

Bridgen of my best wishes and affectionate attachment. I hope his affairs in

Carolina have been settled to his mind. With much esteem, I have the honor to

be, madam, yours, etc.,




B. Franklin.




P. S.—About the beginning of the

year, having heard a report that Mr. Laurens was ill used, I wrote a little

remonstrance to Sir Grey Cooper on the occasion; who replied by acquainting me

that on inquiry he found the report to be groundless; and by sending me a

letter he had received from the Lieutenant of the Tower, which assured him, in

the strongest terms, that Mr. Laurens was perfectly satisfied with the

treatment he received, and frequently expressed  his thankfulness for

the same. This made me easy, hearing nothing afterwards to the contrary, till

lately.




 




MX. TO JOHN ADAMS




 




Passy, 14 December, 1781.




Sir:—




I duly

received your Excellency’s favors of the 1st and 6th instant. I wrote to you by

Mr. Barclay, who went from hence some days since, and I hope is with you by

this time, and that he will, with your assistance, be able to settle every

thing relating to the goods. I have received a long letter from Messrs.

Neufville, the purport of which is, that they are willing for their part to

deliver the goods to you, but that they cannot control the other owners of the

ships, who have a right, by the laws and customs of Holland, to detain the

goods for the damage done by Captain Gillon’s refusing to sign the charter

parties, and hope that I will not, on account of the conduct of the other

owners, refuse to pay the bills, especially as such a refusal would be derogatory

to the honor of the United States.




I may be wrong, but my present

thoughts on the subject are that, if by the laws of Holland our goods may be

detained in the hands of the ship-owners for the fault of Mr. Gillon, by the

same laws the property of one of these owners may be detained in our hands for

the fault of his partners; and that it as much concerns the honor of Holland,

that our goods  should be delivered to us, as it concerns the honor

of America, that we should pay for them when delivered. And I further think

that, if a merchant in Holland, happening to have any of my property in his

possession, may, by the laws of his country, detain the same till I pay him

whatever he shall please to demand, as indemnification for an injury supposed

to be done him by some other person, Holland is by no means a safe country for

Americans to trade with, nor a Dutch merchant a safe depository for the

property of a stranger, or to be the consignee of merchandise sent into his

country.




You desire a copy of the terms on

which he offered to borrow money for us. At present, I only send you an extract

of the principal points, much of the writing being matter of form. The first

proposition is: “That, for the security of this loan of two millions of

guilders, Holland currency, we engaged and hypothequed [his

words] to Messrs. John de Neufville & Son, of Amsterdam, or their

representatives, as we do engage and hypotheque to them in the name of the

whole Congress of the Thirteen United States of North America, generally, all

the lands, cities, territories, and possessions of the said Thirteen States,

which they may have or possess at present, and which they may have or possess

in the future, with all their income, revenue, and produce, until the entire

payment of this loan and the interests due thereon.” My observation upon this

was, that it demanded an extravagant security for a trifling sum, that it was

lending little more than a guilder on each inhabitant’s estate, and that it was

absurd  to require a mortgage on my estate for the loan of a guilder.

He answered that this was usual in all loans made in Holland to foreign states,

and that the money could not otherwise be obtained.




The second proposition was (verbatim, as

the first): “That out of the produces again through all those Thirteen States

of America, shall be sent over and shipped to Europe, and chiefly, or as much

as possible, to the port of Amsterdam, during the ten years of this loan, the

double of one tenth part of this loan to the value of four hundred thousand

guilders, which, as far as is possible, they will come to Amsterdam, shall be

sold there by Messrs. John de Neufville & Son, and what goes to other

ports, by their correspondents, and the money kept at their disposal for the

use of Congress, at least during the first five years; and, during the last

five years of this loan, one half of this money is to serve to discharge every

year one tenth part of the money borrowed, engaging that, before the end of the

tenth year, there will be remitted in such a manner, and left in the hands of

said John de Neufville & Son, of Amsterdam, a sufficient sum of money to

discharge this whole loan, with the interest due thereon.”




You will observe that this

article is obscurely expressed. I was obliged to demand an éclaircissement in

conversation. The conversation was also difficult to understand, M. de

Neufville’s English not being then of the clearest. But from the whole, after

much discourse, I gathered that we were to send over every year for the first

five years in tobacco, rice, indigo, codfish, oil, etc., etc., the value

of  four hundred thousand guilders, to be sold by Messrs. John de

Neufville & Son for our use, on a commission of five per cent., and that

the money was to remain in their hands to enable them to pay off in the last

five years the principal of the loan, though one half of it was to remain in

their hands till the end of the term. A subsequent article also provides that

one hundred thousand guilders more should be annually sent over in produce to

them, and sold, to discharge the interest.




My objections were, that if we

were able to purchase produce in value two millions of guilders to lodge in the

hands of Messrs. de Neufville & Son, we might use that sum in our affairs

at home, and should have no occasion to borrow it in Holland; and that, if we

were to buy up this value of produce with the money borrowed, and to lodge it

in the hands of those gentlemen, it would be borrowing money to give them the

use of it for a number of years without interest, while we were paying interest

for it ourselves.




One would think this project, if

it could take, might be sufficiently profitable for these gentlemen; but in

another paper, part French, part English, proposed for me to sign, it was to be

stipulated that, after exchanging for the new promises all those transacted by

Messrs. Fizeau & Grand to the amount of forty or fifty thousand guilders,

which exchange was to be made without charge; “pour le reste de cet emprunt il

leur (Messrs. de Neufville et fils) sera alloué, outre les conditions

d’intérest, etc., contenues dans les termes y stipulés, un per

cent.  d’intérest, savoir, dix per cent. une seule fois sur les

sommes qu’ils négocieront; et en outre deux per cent. encore, y

compris toutes les allouances ordinaires et extraordinaires, fraix à faire, et

toute commission, sans qu’ils pourront jamais rien exiger de plus à ce sujet.”




Very

gracious terms these! by which, after stopping a tenth part of the sum

borrowed, they would be content with two per cent. upon the rest to defray

charges.




Besides this, I was led to

understand that it would be very agreeable to these gentlemen if, in

acknowledgment of their zeal for our cause and great services in procuring this

loan, they would be made by some law of Congress the general consignee of America,

to receive and sell upon commission, by themselves and correspondents in the

different ports and nations, all the produce of America that should be sent by

our merchants to Europe. On my remarking the extravagance and impossibility of

this proposition, it was modestly reduced to the following, wherein I am

supposed to say and sign:




“Je veux bien encore, pour les engager

(Messrs. de Neufville et fils) à suivre avec le même zèle qu’ils y ont employé

jusqu’ici pour les intérests de l’Amérique, appuyer de mes recommandations leur

solicitations auprès du Congrès, pour qu’il leur soit accordé pour la suite le

titre de Commissioners for trade and navigation and Treasurers of

General Congress, and every private State of the Thirteen United States of

North America, through the Seven United Provinces; dont il leur sera

alloué commissions regulières  et usitées de commerce, payement, et

emprunt, tels que d’honnêtes, négociants pourront les passer sans en pretendre

jamais d’autre appointement. Donné à Passy, le, etc.”




By this time, I fancy, your

Excellency is satisfied that I was wrong in supposing John de Neufville as much

a Jew as any in Jerusalem, since Jacob was not content with any per cents, but

took the whole of his brother Esau’s birthright, and his posterity did the same

by the Canaanites, and cut their throats into the bargain; which, in my

conscience, I do not think Mr. John de Neufville has the least inclination to

do by us while he can get any thing by our being alive. I am, with the greatest

esteem, etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




MXI. TO WILLIAM ALEXANDER




 




Passy, 15 December, 1781.




Dear Sir:—




I thank you for informing me of your

intended journey. You know so well the prevailing sentiments here, and mine in

particular, that it is unnecessary for me to express them; and, having never

been believed on that side of the water, it would be useless. I will say,

however, that I think the language you mention very proper to be held, as it is

the truth; though the truth may not always be proper. Ref. 022




Wishing you a good voyage and

happy return to your children, I am, with great esteem, dear sir, yours, etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




MXII. TO DAVID HARTLEY




 




Passy, 15 December, 1781.




My Dear Friend:—




I received your favor of

September 26th, containing your very judicious proposition of securing the

spectators in the opera and play-houses from the danger of fire. I communicated

it where I thought it might be useful. You will see by the enclosed that the

subject has been under consideration here. Your concern for the security of

life, even the lives of your enemies, does honor to your heart and your

humanity. But what are the lives of a few idle haunters of play-houses,

compared with the many thousands of worthy men and honest, industrious families

butchered and destroyed by this devilish war? O that we could find some happy

invention to stop the spreading of the flames, and put an end to so horrid a

conflagration! Adieu, I am ever yours most affectionately,




B. Franklin.




 




MXIII. TO CHARLES W. F. DUMAS




 




Passy, 19 December, 1781.




Dear Sir:—




I duly received yours of the 11th,

by young M. de Neufville, enclosing the pamphlets, of which I gave one the next

day to M. Boudoin. It was so long since we had heard from you that we feared

you were sick.




I enclose sundry American

newspapers, out of which perhaps something may be drawn for your printers.

There are the orders of General Greene after the battle of Eutaw Springs, by

which it appears that the militia behaved to general satisfaction. There are

also the proceedings relating to Colonel Isaac Hayne, which it may be well to publish,

as probably we may soon hear that General Greene, according to his promise in

his proclamation, has hanged some of the British officers in retaliation; and

the knowledge of these proceedings may operate in his justification. In the

German papers there are two dialogues, of which you can best judge whether the

printing of them in Germany may not have some little effect in opposition to

Faucitt’s recruiting. Ref. 023 I suppose this

letter may find you at Amsterdam, and therefore I send it under cover to Mr.

Adams, with the usual compliments of the approaching season.




B. Franklin.




 




MXIV. TO MISS MARTHA LAURENS




 




Passy, 29 December, 1781.




Madam:—




I received your very sensible

letter of the 14th past. Your brother, Colonel Laurens, being here when I received

the former, I informed him of the steps I had then taken respecting your good

father, and requested him to answer your letter for me. I did suppose he had

done it; but his great and constant occupation while here might occasion his

omitting it. The purport was that, on a report of your father’s being harshly

treated, I wrote in his behalf to an old friend, Sir Grey Cooper, Secretary of

the Treasury, complaining of it. His answer was that he had inquired, and found

the report groundless, and he sent me enclosed a letter he received from the

Lieutenant of the Tower, assuring him that Mr. Laurens was treated with great

kindness, was very sensible of it, thankful for it, and frequently expressed

his satisfaction. On this I became more easy on his account. But, a little

before I received your letter, I had one from Mr. Benjamin Vaughan, who is

connected with the family of Mr. Manning, which informed me that Mr. Laurens

was really in want of necessaries, and desired to know if any provision was

made for his subsistence. I wrote immediately to Mr. Hodgson, in whose hands I

had lodged some money, requesting him to hold one hundred pounds of it at the

disposition of Mr. Laurens, and to acquaint Mr. Vaughan with it.




About this time I received two

letters, one from  Mr. Burke, member of Parliament, complaining that

his friend, General Burgoyne, in England on his parole, was reclaimed and

recalled by Congress, and requesting I would find some means of permitting him

to remain. The other was from the Congress, enclosing a resolve that empowered

me to offer General Burgoyne in exchange for Mr. Laurens. Perceiving by Mr.

Burke’s letter that he was very desirous of obtaining his friend’s liberty, and

having no immediate intercourse with the British ministry, I thought I could

not do better than to enclose the resolve in my answer to his letter, and

request him to negotiate the exchange. When I received yours I was in

expectation of having soon an answer from Mr. Burke and Mr. Hodgson, which

would enable me to give you more satisfactory information. I therefore delayed

writing to you from post to post till I should hear from them, and fearing from

the length of time that my letters had miscarried, I sent copies of them.




It is but yesterday that I

received an answer from Mr. Hodgson, dated the 21st instant, in which he writes

me: “I received your favor of the 19th ultimo, and immediately acquainted Mr.

Vaughan with your directions concerning the supplying Mr. Laurens. He has been

acquainted therewith; but hitherto no application has been made to me for the

money; whenever it is, you may be assured it shall be complied with.” No answer

has come to my hands from Mr. Burke; but I see, by the newspaper Mr. Hodgson

sends me, that he has endeavored to execute the commission. I enclose that

paper for your satisfaction,  together with a copy of your father’s

petition to Parliament, on which I do not find that they have yet come to any

result; but, observing that he makes no complaint in that petition of his being

pinched in the article of subsistence, I hope that part of our intelligence

from London may be a mistake. I shall, however, you may depend, leave nothing

undone that is in my power to obtain his release, and I assure you that the

thought of the pleasure it must afford a child, whose mind is of so tender a

sensibility, and filled with such true filial duty and affection, will be an

additional spur to my endeavors. I suppose Mr. Adams has informed you that he

has ordered another hundred pounds sterling to be paid to Mr. Laurens, and I

hope you will soon have the happiness of hearing that he is at liberty. With

very great regard, I have the honor to be, madam. etc.,




B. Franklin.




 




MXV. FROM COUNT DE VERGENNES




 




Versailles, 31 December,

1781.




Sir:—




I have received the letter you

did me the honor to write me the 27th instant. I shall not enter into an

examination of the successive variations and augmentations of your demands on

me for funds to meet your payments. I shall merely remark that whenever you

shall consider yourself fully authorized to dispose of the proceeds of the

Dutch loan, on behalf of Congress, I will propose to M. de  Fleury to

supply you with the million required, as soon as it shall have been paid into

the royal treasury. But I think it my duty, sir, to inform you that if Mr.

Morris issues drafts on this same million, I shall not be able to provide for

the payment of them, and shall leave them to be protested. I ought also to

inform you that there will be nothing more supplied than the million above

mentioned; and if the drafts which you have already accepted exceed that sum,

it must be for you to contrive the means of meeting them. I shall make an

exception only in favor of those of Mr. Morris, provided they shall not exceed

the remainder of the Dutch loan, after deducting the million, which shall be

placed at your disposal, and the expenses of the loan. I have the honor to be,

etc.,




De Vergennes.
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