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Introduction


The invention of the serger, or overlocker, more than 100 years ago transformed the fabric-finishing process by trimming and encapsulating edges with threads to prevent fraying, resulting in a polished, professional finish. In the 1960s, that sergers entered the home-sewing market, with every brand soon introducing their own version, revolutionizing home sewing.


Unlike traditional sewing machines, sergers operate without a bobbin. Instead, they utilize a combination of loopers moving side to side, reminiscent of crochet, and needles moving up and down to create overlock stitches. These stitches, aside from being practical and stretchy, can also offer decorative effects.


This book provides a foundational understanding of what a serger is, how it functions, the components involved, insights into threading, details about tensions, types of threads, common stitches, and how different presser feet can impact the machine’s effectiveness.
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A serger may resemble a sewing machine, but it offers so much more once you discover all its features.










Who, What, Where, and Why


A serger is an exquisite addition to any sewing room, catering to the needs of garment makers, bag creators, quilters, home-decor enthusiasts, and general sewers alike. For many, a sewing room feels incomplete without the presence of a serger.


Like the indispensable role of an oven in a kitchen, a sewing machine plays a crucial role in any sewing space by providing versatility in handling various stitches and sewing projects. On the other hand, a serger can be likened to a microwave; one acts as a valuable complement that speeds up cooking, the other in the swift and professional finishing of edges. While not a necessity for every sewing endeavor, a serger significantly enhances overall eﬃciency and convenience. Together, they create a harmonious duo, ensuring a well-equipped and streamlined sewing space.


The ideal candidate for a serger is someone prepared to elevate the quality and professionalism of their sewing creations. Owning a serger offers the advantage of cutting and finishing edges on diverse materials, significantly improving durability and overall craftsmanship. The utility of a serger varies depending on the type of sewing one engages in.
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Sergers shine at creating polished seams, like the waistband on the Cookin’ in Color Serger Apron, making them a must-have for any sewist.








Garment Makers


• Sergers excel in producing polished and professionally finished seams, making them indispensable for garment construction.


• They eﬃciently trim and finish fabric edges, preventing fraying.


• Sergers offer balanced stitches that can stretch, proving to be all-important for creating durable and flexible seams in garment construction.


• The use of flatlock, coverstitch, and chainstitch is ideal for working with knits, providing excellent results in hemming and seaming. Additionally, sergers offer numerous decorative applications.
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A serger can easily create decorative stitches on bags, quilts, and other projects.








Bag Makers


• Crafters of bags can enhance seam and edge durability by utilizing a serger.


• For prequilted bags, finishing edges contribute to smooth, straight, and consistent seams.


• Sergers that offer piping feet that can help insert zippers, providing an ideal solution for bag makers.


Quilters


• Quilters often use sergers to finish fabric piece edges and create decorative seams.


• The machine’s speed and eﬃciency are valuable for projects involving multiple quilt pieces.


• With a chainstitch, a serger can “quilt,” sandwiching the front, back, and batting all together.


• Sergers are accurate and eﬃcient for piecing, attaching the backing, quilting, and even binding.


• Use flatlock stitches to create crazy quilt blocks.


• Creating quilt-as-you-go quilts is fast and easy with either a 3-thread, 4-thread, or chainstitch.


Home-Decor Enthusiasts


• Those creating home-decor items, such as curtains, pillow covers, tablecloths, and napkins, can benefit from a serger for neat and durable seam finishes.


• Depending on the available presser feet, a serger allows the addition of zippers, piping, cording, beads, and other decorative trims.


General Sewers


• Individuals engaged in a broad spectrum of sewing projects can find a serger invaluable for adding a professional touch.


• Sergers are versatile tools capable of handling various fabrics and projects, from finishing edges before washing materials to quickly piecing materials together.


• It’s good to know that a serger stitches almost twice as fast as your average sewing machine.


While not essential for every sewing task, a serger significantly enhances overall eﬃciency and professionalism in completed projects.


HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT SERGER FOR YOU?


Once you’ve made the decision to invest in a serger, the next step is to conduct thorough research to identify the machine that best suits your specific needs. Several factors come into play when making this decision:


Budget: Determine your budget range. Sergers are available at various price points, from a couple hundred to several thousand dollars, so having a clear budget will help streamline your options. At the same time, don’t miss out on an opportunity to get a serger with more options if it is slightly over your budget.


Type of Projects: Consider the type of sewing projects you plan to undertake. Different sergers come with features tailored to specific fabrics and projects. Inquire about the motor’s capability and its performance when stitching through heavier materials.


Stitch Options: Sergers come in 4-thread, 5-thread variations (some brands offer more thread options), stand-alone chain/coverstitch, or combo (overlock and coverstitch in one machine). While all, minus the stand-alone chain/coverstitch, can handle basic overlock stitches, some may offer additional stitches for decorative or specialized purposes. Don’t overlook features like differential feed, knee lift, presser foot height (some sergers offer extra height), speed control (some sergers have computerized speed control), extension tables, pressure control, trim bin, and wider cutting widths (which can open the door to even more decorative and functional use).
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Knowing what accessories are offered for each serger, such as these for the coverstitch, is an important factor to consider when choosing the right machine for you.
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