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 Did you know there are about two hundred thirty different countries in our world?

 The people who live in them belong to many thousands of smaller groups, who speak

 different languages and have different customs. Sometimes they have come from

 other places and settled in a new country that they now call home.

 We call these PEOPLE GROUPS, and there may be as many as sixteen thousand

 people groups making up the world's population. One example of a PEOPLE

 GROUP you may have heard of is the Kurds. They don't have their own country (see


  page 86). But they have their own languages and customs, which are very different 


 from those of the other peoples around them.


  ABOUT THIS BOOK 


 This book will tell you something about


  some COUNTRIES and PEOPLE GROUPS. In 


 some of these places, little is known about

 God's love shown to us in Jesus. The book

 will help you to pray that this good news will

 become more widely known there.

 There are ninety-two entries in this


  book—fifty-two COUNTRIES, thirty-four 


 PEOPLE GROUPS, and a handful of special

 topics and regions. These sections are

 arranged in alphabetical order to make

 them easy to find.

 You can read these sections alone or

 with your family or friends. You could even

 start a “Pray for the World” prayer club.

 That's what the children did who helped

 put the first version of this book together.

 At the end of each section are prayers

 for you to use for the COUNTRY or PEOPLE

 GROUP you've been reading about—some

 to thank God, some to ask God. You can

 pray them all at once, or maybe one each

 on different days of the week. Remember,

 all the stories and information, maps and

 flags, pictures and prayers are there for

 a bigger reason—to help you change

 the world by prayer. But perhaps you are

 wondering how that can happen?


  CHANGING THE WORLD 


 During winter a lot of snow falls in

 the mountains of Switzerland. When

 spring comes there is often a danger of

 avalanches. Sometimes avalanches have

 been started by a skier just shouting a few

 words. It only needs a small amount of

 snow to be disturbed by that shout, and

 thousands of tons of snow will soon be

 thundering down the mountainside.

 In the same way, a few words spoken to

 God our Father in Jesus' name can set off an

 “avalanche” of God's power in any part of

 the world. Even when we think our prayers

 are small and weak, God can use them if we

 trust in him—because he is so powerful.

 A missionary named Jill Johnstone met

 many children all over the world during her

 lifetime. Many of them didn't know Jesus—

 so she started a prayer club for kids who

 did know Jesus. She wrote the first edition


 of this book. It was called   You Can Change



 the World   because she knew God would


 use the prayers of children like them—and

 like you—to change the world. And she


  was right! 



  CHANGED BY PRAYER 


 Jill started by writing about

 the country of Albania. The

 children in the prayer club

 were sad because, at that

 time, the Albanians were

 not allowed to worship God,

 to pray to him, or to have

 any books about him. The

 kids in the club prayed hard

 for change in Albania, and

 soon the men who ruled Albania were

 removed from power. Today people in

 Albania are free to follow Jesus. The

 children's prayers, and those of other

 Christians around the world, changed

 Albania, so much so that Jill had to


  rewrite that chapter! 


 Since that first book came out, God

 has answered other prayers like this. Jill

 prepared a new set of COUNTRIES and

 PEOPLE GROUPS that she knew needed

 our prayers. She also knew she didn't

 have long to live, so she asked her friend

 and colleague Daphne Spraggett to finish

 a second book, using this material. It was


 titled   You Too Can Change the World.


 Later, Daphne also wrote the first edition


 of   Window on the World.


  INTRODUCTION 
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 Some of the countries in this book have

 been changed, or are being changed,

 because families prayed and went on

 praying—sometimes for years and years.

 Albania, China, Mongolia, Russia, and

 Vietnam are just a few of them.

 Will your prayers help change

 other countries too? Follow the news

 about other countries, look at books or

 magazines for information about places

 and people in this book, and you will see

 answers to your prayers. The answers may

 not come right away, but we should never

 give up praying for the good things we

 know God wants to happen.


  TO HELP YOU PRAY 


 Whether you want to pray for the things in

 this book, or for your family or friends, here

 are some important things to remember. If

 you find the Bible verses hard to understand,

 ask an older Christian to help you.

 ■

 Prayer is simply talking with God. As we

 do this, we get to know him better, to

 understand his ways, to love him, and

 become his friends. When we pray, we

 are working together with God—and he

 wants to change the world.

 ■

 We don't have to shut our eyes and

 put our hands together for God to

 hear us, although sometimes this can

 help us to concentrate better. We can

 pray at any time and in any place—

 when we're walking, or sitting on the

 bus, or when we wake up in the

 middle of the night.

 ■

 God knows everything—but we

 certainly don't. When we pray to

 him about something that troubles

 us, we are sharing with him in what

 he wants to do in that situation.

 Jesus talked to his special followers

 about this. Read what he said in


  John 15:14-15. 


 ■

 Evil spiritual powers are trying to

 prevent God's will from being done

 in the world. This is why sometimes

 we must keep on praying for a

 long time until our prayers are

 answered. Daniel discovered this

 for himself; read about it in Daniel


  10:10-14. So don't give up! 


 ■

 God wants us to pray with a clean, pure


 heart (Psalm 24:3-4). Our prayers might 


 be hindered by these kinds of problems:

 ●


 Our own selfishness (James 4:3). 


 ●

 Not being willing to say sorry to

 God, or to others, for things we


 have done wrong (Psalm 66:18; 


  Matthew 5:23-24). 


 ●

 Ignoring the needs of someone we


 could help (Proverbs 21:13). 


 Finally, remember that the best way to

 learn more about prayer is to pray. We

 hope this book helps you to do that more

 and more, and that you will enjoy using it

 as much as Jill, Daphne, and now Jason

 and Molly have enjoyed working on the

 different versions of it across the last

 twenty-five years. Let's change the world

 together through our prayers!


  TO HELP YOU USE THIS BOOK 


 ■


 On pages 194  to 205 there are short 


 chapters telling you a little about


  Animism, Buddhism, Christianity, 


 Hinduism, Islam, and Judaism.

 ■

 You will find the meanings of difficult

 words in this book in the Word List on


  pages 208 to 211. 

 ■

 There is a map of the world on pages


 6 to 7. 


 ■


 On pages 206  to 207  you will find some 


 ideas to help you, your family, your friends,

 and your church begin to get involved

 with God's work around the world.

l l 
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  WORLD MAP 


 Countries and regions featured in this book are shown in orange. People groups are shown in green.
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  FACT FILE 



 AREA:   251,800 square miles



  POPULATION: 36.4 million 



  CAPITAL: Kabul 



 MAIN LANGUAGES:   Dari, Pashto



  MAIN RELIGION: Islam 



 CHIEF EXPORTS:   Carpets, fruit,



  gemstones, opium 
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  AFGHANISTAN 

 A Land That Longs for Peace


  MOUNTAINS AND DESERTS 


 Afghanistan, a land of great mountains and

 scorching deserts, is at the heart of Central

 Asia. Its climate is harsh with hot, dry

 summers and cold winters. But its people

 are warm, and they hope for a better future

 for their beloved country.

 For thousands of years, fierce wars were

 fought in Afghanistan by the ancient Persians, Greeks, and Mongols. In

 more recent times, the British, Russians, and Americans have all invaded

 Afghanistan. There's also been continual fighting between the many

 different tribes and ethnic groups inside the country. Its main peoples


 are the Pashtun, the Tajiks, Hazara (see page 62), Uzbeks, and Turkmen. 



  NO PEACE 


 In 1978, the Soviet Union invaded

 Afghanistan, and many Afghans fled

 to Iran and Pakistan. The Communist

 Russians retreated in 1989, and many

 more Afghans fled the fighting that

 followed. Although some returned to their

 own country, many remain in Pakistan.

 “Why can't we have peace? What's

 life like without fighting?” Samir asked


  his father. 


 “Sadly, I don't know,” his dad replied.

 “When I was a child, we fought a holy

 war—or jihad—against the Communists

 until finally they left. But groups of

 Afghans went on fighting each other, to

 get control of the country.

 “Eventually the group called

 the Taliban took over. There was

 less fighting for a while, but we

 had to follow their strict Islamic

 rules. Your mother could not keep

 her job or even go out of the

 house without covering herself

 completely. And there was always

 supposed to be a man from our

 family with her. Girls could not

 attend school at all. Life changed

 for us and all our neighbors here


  in Mazar-i-Sharif.” 


 “Is that why some families are scared

 to send their girls to school now?”


  Samir asked. 


 “Yes. Many people fear attacks on

 girls' schools, which happen from time


 to time. If we kept   all   the Taliban rules,


 we wouldn't watch television or listen to

 music. Men would all have to grow beards

 and wear only traditional long shirts and


 baggy trousers—the   shalwar kameez,” said


 Samir's father. “Things are slowly changing

 back to a freer way of life, but the Taliban's

 influence is still very strong.

 “Western forces helped overthrow the

 Taliban and begin a new constitution and

 government for our country. We started

  AFGHANISTAN 

  KABUL 
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  TO HELP YOU PRAY 



  FOR AFGHANISTAN 



  YOU CAN THANK GOD FOR: 


 ■

 secret Christian believers in

 Afghanistan, and Afghans who meet

 Jesus when they flee to other countries.

 ■

 the Bible in Dari, and parts of Scripture

 available in some other languages.

 ■

 aid workers who care for the injured,

 blind, poor, ill, and needy. Many risk


  their own lives. 



  YOU CAN ASK GOD: 


 ■

 to bring peace to this land. People

 are weary from war and the problems

 it causes the country, but fighting

  continues. 

 ■

 to help people translate the Bible into

 all the languages of Afghanistan, and

 to make recordings so that people who

 can't read can hear the Word of God.

 ■

 that people listening secretly to

 Christian radio will find Jesus and help

 others find the hope and peace he

  brings. 

 ■

 to protect the lives of Afghan and

 foreign workers who care for people


  in need. 
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 to vote for our leaders and laws. But the

 Taliban remain active, especially now

 that most foreign troops have left. And in

 recent years the so-called Islamic State

 has been causing a lot of problems. Son,

 I hope you and your friends will come to

 know a peaceful Afghanistan—one that

 I have dreamt of, but may never see.”


  NONSTOP VIOLENCE 


 Continuous violence has had a terrible

 effect on people's lives. In most of

 the country, there's no clean water or

 sanitation, nor enough food. Hospitals

 have been badly damaged, and many

 doctors have left the country. Healthcare

 and education are limited, and many of

 the people in Afghanistan have short lives.

 Children—especially in rural areas—often

 die from preventable illnesses such as

 diarrhea and pneumonia. Most Afghans

 alive today have never known a time


  without war. 


 Although farmers raise animals and

 crops for food, it is difficult because of the

 violence. Landmines have been left all

 across the countryside, so walking in the


  fields is dangerous. 


 One crop that earns a lot of money is

 poppies, which people use to make the


  dangerous drug opium. 


 Although opium is mostly

 sold to other countries,

 there are now more than

 one million opium addicts


  in Afghanistan. 



  DREAMS OF JESUS 


 Fifty years ago, probably

 fewer than fifty Afghans


  followed Jesus. Today, 


 there are many hundreds of

 Afghan Christians. But they

 often keep their faith secret

 to protect themselves from the opposition

 of their Muslim family or community.

 Afghans hear about Jesus through

 Christian radio, from refugees returning

 home, and sometimes in their dreams, or

 through seeing visions of Jesus. There is

 now a complete Bible in Dari, and parts

 of the Bible have been translated into

 Hazaragi and Pashto. None of the other

 language groups has a complete Bible.

 Only twenty percent of women can read,

 and many men can't read either. Afghans

 need to have a Bible they can listen to, as

 well as one they can read.

 Christians from abroad are trying to

 show Jesus' love to Afghans by helping

 blind, disabled, ill, and needy people.

 Others provide films, radio programs,

 apps, websites, and other media

 resources to teach about Jesus.
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  FACT FILE 



 AREA:   11,100 square miles



  POPULATION: 2.9 million 



  CAPITAL: Tirana 



  MAIN LANGUAGE: Albanian 



 MAIN RELIGIONS:   Muslim majority,


 Christian minority, some nonreligious


 CHIEF EXPORTS:   Iron ore, electricity
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 Albanians call their country “the land of the


 eagle,” or   Shqipëri   (she-pur-ee). On their flag,


 they have a double-headed eagle. That's not

 surprising, because more than two-thirds

 of Albania is mountainous, and eagles love

 mountains. Transport through the mountains

 is difficult because the roads are poor, so

 most of Albania's people live near the coast.

 Because of the mountains, only one-quarter of the land can be used to grow crops.

 Albania has many natural resources, including chrome, oil, natural gas, copper, and

 iron—so it could be a rich country. But it's one of Europe's poorest countries. Why is this?


  DARK DAYS 


 In 1944, Albania became a Communist

 country. For the next forty-one years, a

 man named Enver Hoxha ruled Albania. He

 didn't allow Albanians to travel abroad or to

 buy things such as cars and fridges. People

 had little food and no luxuries. In 1967 the

 Communist government declared Albania

 “the world's first officially atheistic state,” and

 even made an atheist museum. Muslims

 and Christians were no longer allowed to

 worship in their mosques or churches, to

 pray, or to have religious books. Parents

 were even forbidden to give their children

 Muslim or Christian names. The country

 was difficult to enter, so it became almost

 completely closed off from the outside world

 and the Christian good news.

 During those difficult times, Christians

 around the world prayed for Albania.

 Finally, in 1991, Enver Hoxha's Communist

 government was forced out. The country

 became more open, both for its own people

 to travel outside and for foreigners to enter.

 The world was shocked to discover the

 terrible conditions in Albania. Hospitals

 were poorly equipped. Many people

 didn't have enough money to buy food.

 Starving children filled the orphanages

 and children's homes, with too few adults

 to care for them. In the capital, Tirana,

 there were more donkey-carts and

  ALBANIA 

 Land of the Eagle

  ALBANIA 

  TIRANA 

  ALBANIA 

  GREECE 

  MONTENEGRO 

  KOSOVO 

  ITALY 

  MACEDONIA 

  Adriatic 

  Sea 







[image: ][image: ]



  TO HELP YOU PRAY 



  FOR ALBANIA 



  YOU CAN THANK GOD FOR: 


 ■

 answering the prayers of Christians to

 open Albania to the gospel.

 ■

 every Albanian who follows Jesus.

 ■

 the translation of the Bible into modern

  Albanian. 


  YOU CAN ASK GOD: 


 ■

 to help Christians share his love with

 everyone in Albania and to care for

 people in practical, helpful ways.

 ■

 for the Albanians in Kosovo and

 Macedonia to hear the truth


  about Jesus. 


 ■

 to protect and encourage families

 who are living apart while one or

 both parents work abroad.

 ■

 for Albania to create more jobs so that

 families can stay together and the


  country can improve. 


 ■

 to help Christian leaders care for their

 congregations and teach them to follow


  God's Word. 



  DO YOU KNOW? 


 In the twentieth century, one Albanian Christian

 became famous around the world—a Catholic

 missionary known as Mother Teresa. She showed

 God's love to many poor, homeless, ill, and

 dying people in India, taking care of them in

 their time of need.

  11 

 bicycles than cars. Villages had neither

 electricity nor running water.


  LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS 


 Christians abroad wanted to share Jesus'

 love with Albanians and started to take

 in food and medical supplies. The new

 government allowed both Albanian

 Christians and Muslims to worship again

 and to talk about their faith. It is now more

 than twenty-five years since the end of

 the Communist rule, and the number of

 Albanians who want to follow Jesus has

 increased. Today there are many churches

 led by Albanian pastors in the cities, and

 some in smaller towns and villages too.

 But there are still many towns and villages

 without a church. Sometimes this is

 because church leaders or members have

 moved away. Albanian evangelists and

 foreign missionaries are trying to share the

 gospel throughout the country, but much

 work and prayer is needed.

 Because the Bible had been forbidden

 for such a long time, many Christians knew

 little about its stories and teaching. But soon

 after Communist rule ended, Christians

 worked hard to make modern translations

 that many Albanians are now reading.

 Because Albania has so many poor and

 needy people, Christians not only tell others

 about Jesus, but also put love into action

 with practical help and care for people.

 Christians from many countries help look

 after children in the orphanages and share

 the good news of Jesus with Albanians.

 Several thousand Albanians, many of them

 young people, now follow Jesus.


  FAR FROM HOME 


 “When will my mom come to get me, Aunt

 Marjeta?” Dritan asked. Marjeta looked

 down with compassion at her neighbor's

 little boy, who had come to live with her

 three months earlier. His mother had gone

 away to Italy to find work. There were no

 more jobs in their town, and she needed

 money to care for herself and Dritan.

 “I miss her so much,” said Dritan,

 starting to cry. Marjeta took the young boy

 into her arms to comfort him. “Your mom

 loves you very much, and misses you

 dearly. She will be back once she finds a

 good life for you with her in Italy. Times

 in Albania are hard. We must love one

 another and pray to God for help to make

 it through,” she said.

 More than half of the Albanian

 people now live outside of Albania.

 Nearby Kosovo and Macedonia have

 large Albanian populations, and most of

 them do not know about Jesus. Many

 Albanians have gone to find work in

 Italy, Greece, and many other countries.

 Some women, like Dritan's mom, work

 as cleaners, waitresses, or caregivers for

 the elderly. They try to send money back

 home to their families.
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  FACT FILE 



 NUMBERS:   Around 40 million



 MAIN COUNTRIES:   Iran (more than


 20 million) and Azerbaijan (Azerbaijani

 make up much of the population); also Iraq,

 Turkey, Russia, and Georgia


  MAIN LANGUAGE: Azerbaijani 



  MAIN RELIGION: Islam 



 MAIN OCCUPATIONS:   Oil and natural



  gas industries 


 Farzali lives in the city of Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, a

 country on the Caspian Sea. His people, the Azerbaijani, are

 almost all Muslims. They live mainly in Azerbaijan and Iran, with

 some in nearby countries, such as Iraq, Turkey, and Russia. A few smaller

 groups of Azerbaijani live in countries even farther away. But more live in

 Iran than in any other country, including Azerbaijan.

 A few Christian people also live in Azerbaijan alongside the Muslim Azerbaijani.

 One part of Azerbaijan—Nagorno-Karabakh—is also claimed by their neighbor,

 Armenia. The Armenians are traditionally Orthodox Christians. The Azerbaijanis and

 Armenians fight over who should have control of that land. During the 1990s, there was

 a war between the Azerbaijani and the Armenians, and many people fled the country.


  ARE WE MUSLIMS? 


 Farzali was excited when his friend Babek

 invited him to his house after school.

 “I'll ask my mother, but I'm sure I can


  come,” he said. 


 “I used to love going to Johan's house

 to play,” Babek said. “But my mother

 doesn't let me go there any longer,

 because his family are Dutch Christians.

 His father is a pastor at an international

 church. My mother said they would try to

 make me a Christian too. But Johan is a

 great friend. Do you think it's really so bad

 to be a Christian?”

 Farzali frowned. “I think it would be

 terrible. My great-grandfather says it's

 unforgivable for an Azerbaijani to become

 a Christian,” he said.

 “Why do they make

 such a fuss?” Babek asked.

 “My family all say we're

 Muslims, but we never go


  to the mosque.” 



  Farzali wasn't sure 


 whether his family were

 Muslims or not. His great-


 grandfather certainly was. 


 He read the Qur'an every

 evening. But his father

 talked mostly about politics

 and money, not about

 being a Muslim. He said

 that, because of all the oil, a few people

 were very rich here in Baku—but most


  Azerbaijanis remained poor. 


 The next day, Farzali went with

 his father and great-grandfather to

 visit his uncle's farm. Farzali loved his

 great-grandfather. He was more than a

 hundred years old, but still very active.

 “Today's a special day, when we

 jump over a bonfire three times. We

 imagine that our sicknesses are falling

 into the fire, and that it gives us strength

 for the next year,” explained Farzali's

 uncle. “Before the Azerbaijani became

 Muslim, we used to worship fire and

 our ancestors. For this reason, the

 ancient Greeks called our ancestors ‘fire

  AZERBAIJANI 


  The Fire Guardians 
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  DO YOU KNOW? 


 There is a site on a hillside near Baku called

 Fire Mountain, where a wall of fire has been

 burning for more than sixty-five years.

 Natural gas seeps out from the ground,

 so the flames never go out.


  TO HELP YOU PRAY 



  FOR THE AZERBAIJANI 



  YOU CAN THANK GOD FOR: 


 ■

 Azerbaijani Christians and the few

 Azerbaijani churches, meeting mostly


  in homes. 


 ■

 the Bible and other Christian resources

 in the Azerbaijani language.

 ■

 the chance for Azerbaijani in Azerbaijan

 to hear about Jesus more openly there

 than in some nearby countries.


  YOU CAN ASK GOD: 


 ■

 to send Christians to Azerbaijanis,

 wherever they live, to share what the


  Bible says. 


 ■

 for every Azerbaijani to meet Jesus and


  follow him. 


 ■

 to show the Azerbaijani that only Jesus

 can make them pure and clean.

 ■

 to help Azerbaijani Christians share

 their Christian music, poetry, and

 literature with more people.

  13 

 guardians.' Now, we still keep up some of

 the old ceremonies in our holidays.”

 Farzali took a running start and leaped

 over the small fire. Even his great-

grandfather hopped over the flames.

 Farzali wondered if the fire could really

 take away their sickness and pain.

  PURE 

 Farzali's cousin wore a traditional

 fire-red dress for the first part of her

 wedding celebrations. Farzali felt confused.

 He wondered which was best to follow:

 the old Azerbaijani religion, Islam, or

 Christianity? Surely they couldn't all be true?

 The Azerbaijani want their souls to

 be made clean and pure. But only Jesus

 can do that for them. Few Azerbaijani

 people have heard about Jesus, but now

 the Bible is available in their language,

 in print and online. The Azerbaijani can

 also listen to Christian radio programs

 in their language. Some Azerbaijani

 Christians have composed special

 music, literature, and poetry so they

 can worship Jesus in the Azerbaijani


  language and style. 


 During the last thirty years, the

 number of Azerbaijani Christians has

 increased. Today there are Azerbaijani

 Christians in Azerbaijan, mainly in

 the capital, Baku. They usually meet

 in house churches and hope one

 day to see churches in every town

 and village in Azerbaijan. There

 are perhaps even more Azerbaijani

 Christians in Iraq, and a few in Iran.

 But it's very difficult for churches

 to register and meet together

 legally in public places or in church

 buildings, and Azerbaijanis often face

 persecution for following Jesus.


  Mud volcanoes, Azerbaijan 
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  FACT FILE 



  HOMELAND: Indonesia 



 LOCATION:   Most live on Bali, an island


 just east of Java


 NUMBERS:   About 4 million



 MAIN LANGUAGES:   Balinese, Indonesian



 MAIN RELIGIONS:   Hinduism, animism



 OCCUPATIONS:   Tourist industry; also


 farming (rice and coffee), fishing, and

 handicrafts (weaving and wood carving)

  14 


 A BEAUTIFUL ISLAND 


 Anne thought Bali was the most beautiful place she'd ever seen. It had sandy

 beaches, brightly colored flowers, rice fields of green and gold, and thousands of

 temples. She could see the mountains in the distance—some of them were volcanoes.


 Anne had even seen a performance of the graceful   Legong   dances, which tell the


 stories of gods and demons, witches, and kidnapped princesses. The dancers wore

 dresses of gold, scarlet, and green, with headdresses glittering with gold, and bright,

 tropical flowers in their shiny black hair. All the Balinese people she met had such


  gentle, smiling faces. 


 No wonder that every year more than four million tourists visit Bali, a small island

 in the long necklace of Indonesian islands. Visitors often call it “the island of the

 gods” or “the island of a thousand temples.”


  MANY GODS 


 There are thousands of Hindu temples

 on Bali. The Balinese had many gods

 before they became Hindu. In Bali, Hindus

 say they worship one god (Brahman, or

 Hyang Widhi) who takes many forms.

 Once a year, the Balinese have a

 religious festival called Nyepi: a day of

 silence, fasting, and meditation. They

 bring out statues of their gods to be

 washed clean in the sacred waters of

 the sea. They also make bamboo statues


 called   ogoh-ogoh   that look like evil spirits,


 parade them around, and then burn them

 to get rid of evil influences.


  SPIRITS OF THE ANCESTORS 


 The Balinese believe the spirits of their

 gods and ancestors live in the mountains.

 Each family builds a little temple; its altar

 faces one of the sacred directions—

 north or east. Every day they make little

 offerings to the spirits of their ancestors.

 They believe it's important to be on the

 good side of these spirits.

 The Balinese are very concerned about

 what happens when they die. Sometimes

 a family saves money for several years so

 they can build an elaborate funeral tower

 and hold a cremation ceremony, when

 the body of the dead relative is burnt to

  BALINESE 
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  TO HELP YOU PRAY 



  FOR THE BALINESE 



  YOU CAN THANK GOD FOR: 


 ■

 Balinese who are coming to know

 Jesus as the one true living God and


  as their friend. 


 ■

 a Bible translation in Balinese.

 ■

 Balinese Christian groups caring for

 poor people in villages and housing

 homeless children in Denpasar.


  YOU CAN ASK GOD: 


 ■

 to help Christians show Jesus' love to

 their Hindu friends and neighbors.

 ■

 to show the Balinese that Jesus is so

 much more powerful than all the gods


  they worship. 


 ■

 to help Christians like Nyoman know

 that evil spirits can't harm them if they


  trust in Jesus. 


 ■

 for whole families to come to know

 Jesus so children learn about Jesus


  when they're young. 



  DO YOU KNOW? 


 The Balinese have a legend that says that their

 beautiful island was once flat. Nothing would grow

 there. When the island of Java became Muslim, the

 Hindu gods moved a short distance to Bali. These

 gods needed mountains where they could live, so

 they created some. Water from these mountains

 made the island fertile.

  15 

 ashes. They believe the soul of a dead

 person isn't free to reincarnate (be reborn)

 until this ceremony has taken place.


  JESUS' POWER 


 There aren't yet many Balinese Christians.

 Sometimes Hindu family members or

 neighbors treat Christians badly. They're

 afraid the gods will be angry if people

 leave them and follow only Jesus instead.


  Eight-year-old Nyoman was 


 frightened. Some people in his village had

 done mean things to his family because

 they were Christians. “Why won't they let

 us have water for our fields? What did we

 do wrong?” he asked his parents. “The

 other kids said that one night when I'm

 asleep, the gods will come and punish me

 because I don't follow them.”


  “Don't be afraid, 


 Nyoman!” said his father.


  “Jesus promised he'll 


 always be with us. He's


  more powerful than 


 anyone who wants to

 harm us. People in the

 village think the gods


  are angry because 



  we've become 



  Christians. They 


 want us to turn back to our old gods. But

 we know that, with Jesus, we don't have

 to fear those gods. Jesus will look after

 us—even when we're asleep. Let's pray,

 Nyoman, and ask Jesus to take away


  your fears.” 


 Christians often try to show Jesus' love

 to their Hindu neighbors by helping them

 in practical ways. Christians are starting to

 tell Bible stories the Balinese way, using

 dance and gamelan music.

 They want them to know Christianity

 isn't a religion that belongs just to

 foreigners. Some tourists give Balinese

 people a wrong impression about

 Christians when they come from countries

 that are Christian, but behave badly.

 One by one, Balinese are coming to

 know Jesus as the friend who is always

 with them. They find the

 Holy Spirit can heal when

 the other spirits can't. Those

 who follow Jesus are praying

 that many more Balinese will

 come to know that Jesus is

 far greater and more powerful

 than the thousands of gods

 they keep in their shrines.

 Traditional Balinese temple dancer

 Hindu statue, Ubud, Bali
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  FACT FILE 



 NUMBERS:   About 13 million



 COUNTRIES:   5 million live in Pakistan,


 and 6 million in Iran; others live in

 Afghanistan, the United Arab Emirates,


  Oman, and Turkmenistan 



 MAIN LANGUAGES:   Balochi; many


 Baloch use Urdu, Pashtu, and Arabic to

 communicate with other groups


  MAIN RELIGION: Islam 


  16 


  HARD WORK 


 Abdullah tossed some freshly cut wheat onto the


 bullock cart.   Not a bad harvest this year!   he thought.


 He looked over at his grandfather, with his wrinkled

 face and white beard, wearing his turban and

 long, homespun shirt over baggy trousers. His

 grandfather was glad Abdullah was there to

 help because he couldn't manage the little

 farm on his own any more.

 Abdullah's father and his brother, Ghaus,

 had gone to the city of Karachi to find

 work. Although Abdullah was only twelve

 years old, they had left him to do most of

 the farm work. It was very difficult: the

 weather was burning hot in summer

 and bitterly cold in winter.

 The old bull plodded into the high-walled

 courtyard leading to the house Abdullah's

 father had built. It was much better than

 the shack made of reeds where they used

 to live, or the goat-hair tent where his


  grandfather grew up. 


 Abdullah's sisters were sitting at the

 carpet looms where they worked most of

 the day. Their quick fingers tied thousands

 of knots as they wove beautiful carpets.

 The intricate carpet designs had been

 passed down through their

 family. When he smelled the


 naan   (wheat bread) and curry


 that his mother was cooking for dinner,

 Abdullah realized how hungry he was

  feeling. 

 Meanwhile, on a busy street in Karachi,

 Abdullah's father finished up his work

 at the kebab stall and set out searching

 for his son, just as he did at the end of

 every day. Abdullah hadn't seen his son

 Ghaus for months now, but he didn't

 want the rest of the family to know this.

 Like thousands of other young people,
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  TO HELP YOU PRAY 



  FOR THE BALOCH 



  YOU CAN THANK GOD FOR: 


 ■

 the New Testament in Balochi.

 ■

 the hundreds of Baloch who now


  follow Jesus. 



  YOU CAN ASK GOD: 


 ■

 for people who will go and share the

 love and message of Jesus with the

 Baloch and pray regularly for them.

 ■

 to send Christians to care for drug

 addicts in Karachi and show Jesus'


  love for them. 


 ■

 that the Baloch who now follow Christ

 will find boldness to tell others about

 Jesus. Pray for the church to grow in

 number and in wisdom.

 ■

 that many Baloch will listen to Christian

 radio broadcasts and encounter Jesus


  through the programs. 


 ■

 for a better future for the Baloch: clean

 water to drink, jobs to earn a living,

 education, peace from the ongoing

 conflict in the region, and to know Jesus.

  17 

 Ghaus was probably living on the streets

 of the crowded city. He had started

 taking drugs with some of the boys in the

 neighborhood. His father hoped he would

 find Ghaus in time to help him and take

 him back home to the farm and his family.


 A RICH PROVINCE 


 Abdullah's farm is in Balochistan, the

 largest of the four provinces of Pakistan.

 Balochistan has natural gas, copper, iron

 ore, and coal, and there are lots of fish in

 the sea. It is Pakistan's richest province in

 terms of resources, but most of its people

 live in the greatest poverty. Water is difficult

 to get, and jobs are few. Many Baloch

 people think the Pakistani government

 neglects them. “The other three provinces

 use most of our gas,” they complain.

 Balochistan needs better roads and

 railways, clean water supplies, and good

 health care and schools. Some Baloch

 people want their province to become an

 independent country together with the

 Baloch areas of Iran and Afghanistan.

 Many Baloch have left the rural areas

 to find work in Karachi—the biggest city

 in Pakistan—or abroad. There aren't many

 schools in the mountainous countryside,

 so few Baloch children learn to read.


  HEARING THE GOOD NEWS 


 Missionaries used to work among the

 Baloch people, who live in very dangerous

 areas. Because of war, violence, and

 persecution, the missionaries had to flee.

 The Baloch like listening to programs

 in their own language on the radio and

 internet. There are even some Christian

 programs. They can also read or listen to

 the New Testament online in the Balochi

 language. There are only a few hundred

 Baloch Christians in the world, but more

 and more are interested in learning


  about Jesus. 


  Suroz, 


  the national 


  instrument 


  of the Baloch 
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  FACT FILE 



 AREA:   55,600 square miles



  POPULATION: 166.4 million 



  CAPITAL: Dhaka 



 MAIN LANGUAGE:   Bangla or


 Bengali; English also used


  MAIN RELIGIONS: 



  Large Muslim majority, 



  Hindu minority 



  MAIN EXPORTS: Clothing 


 is the largest export by far;

 also cloth for garments, jute,


  and tea 
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  HOMELESS 

 “What are we going to do now?” Ali cried.

 Feeling very scared, he clung to his father on

 a pile of mud where their house used to stand.

 He clutched a squawking chicken that was

 struggling to escape. Aziz, his father, gripped

 a little basket of rice. It was all he'd managed

 to save when pounding rain, strong winds, and floodwaters

 from the great Brahmaputra River destroyed their home.

 “We'll start again, somehow,” Aziz said. “The floods bring

 fresh soil that helps us grow good crops. But this time the

 winds and heavy rains have destroyed everything. They've

 killed people and taken our homes and cattle. If only we

 knew what's happened to your mother and little sister. We

 must hope they're safe.” Aziz tried to reassure Ali, fighting

 back his own tears.


  FLOODS AND CYCLONES 


 Every year, water comes rushing down

 the mighty Ganges, Brahmaputra,

 and Meghna rivers, running through

 Bangladesh to the Bay of Bengal. This

 usually happens from June to August as

 the snows on the Himalayan mountains

 melt and the mighty north Indian

 monsoon brings its heavy rains. Every

 year, the rivers burst their banks and flood

 the countryside. Every year, homes and

 fields are washed away, and animals and

 people die. Every year, the floods carry

 fresh soil onto the land, creating some of

 the best farming land in the world for the


  coming year. 


 When a cyclone hits the country, the

 chaos and destruction are terrible. The

 worst cyclone in history happened here

 in 1970, killing 300,000 people. And the

 world's deadliest tornado struck here

 too, in 1989, killing 1,300. No wonder

 Bangladesh has been one of the poorest

 countries in the world. There are so many

 rivers, so little land, and so many people,

 making it one of the most crowded

 countries on earth. Everyone—from the


  smallest child 



  to the oldest 


  grandfather— 

 has to work hard


  just to live. 



  Because there 



  aren't enough 



  jobs to go 



  around, at least 



  one million Bangladeshis 


 go abroad each year to

 find work. Many travel

 to the oil-rich countries

 around the Persian Gulf,

 and others to India.

 Wherever they go, these


  migrants send money 


 home to support their

  families. 

 But change has been

 coming to Bangladesh. In

 recent years, it has become

 one of the main countries

 supplying the world with


  clothes—check the labels 


 of your clothes for “Made in


  Bangladesh.” Bangladesh 
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  TO HELP YOU PRAY 



  FOR BANGLADESH 



  YOU CAN THANK GOD FOR: 


 ■

 every Christian who is showing God's

 love to others in Bangladesh.

 ■

 the many believers from Muslim

 backgrounds who now love and follow

  Jesus. 

 ■

 improvements in education and working

 conditions, making life better for the

 struggling people of Bangladesh.


  YOU CAN ASK GOD: 


 ■

 to help the leaders of Bangladesh be

 fair to all its people, rich and poor.

 ■

 to help Christians show God's love to

 the people of Bangladesh, especially to

 homeless children and the disabled.

 ■

 for more Christians to come to

 Bangladesh and show God's love to the

 millions of needy people.

 ■

 for Christians in other countries to

 welcome Bangladeshis who are living

 abroad, far from their families, and to

 share Jesus with them.


  DO YOU KNOW? 


 The forests of Bangladesh are home to the powerful Bengal tiger. The

 famous stripe patterns are unique to each tiger—no two are the same.

  19 

 also supplies the cloth for the garments,

 so many of those who were once very

 poor now have jobs. The government has

 worked to improve education, so more

 children can finish at least primary school.

 New bridges and ongoing improvements

 to the roads both help to lessen the flood

 damage year by year.


 A NEW NATION 


 The country we call Bangladesh was

 once part of India—one of the richest,

 most fertile parts, with rivers full of fish.

 In 1947, it became the eastern part of

 a new Muslim nation called Pakistan.

 West Pakistan and East Pakistan were a

 thousand miles apart, separated by India.

 But the people of East Pakistan thought

 the government wasn't fair to them, and

 in 1971 a civil war broke out. More than

 a million people died as a result. In the

 end, East Pakistan separated and became

 Bangladesh, the “land of the Bengalis.”

 Most Bangladeshis are Muslims, but

 some are Hindus. Christian missionaries

 have worked among the Bengali people

 for at least two hundred years. An English

 missionary named William Carey came

 to India, learned the Bangla (Bengali)

 language, and wrote their first grammar

 book. He also translated the Bible into

 the Hindu form of Bengali. That remained

 the only Bible in Bengali for nearly 200

 years. Today, updated translations are


  available in print, 



  audio, and online. 



  And a translation 



  for Bengali Muslims 


 has led to many


  Muslims following 



  Jesus. Christian 



  workers have shown 


 God's love in Bangladesh, teaching

 children, giving healthcare, and setting up

 hospitals and schools. They've also helped

 people suffering from natural disasters,

 like Ali and Aziz.


 A NEW CHURCH 


 Praise God that the church in

 Bangladesh is growing, even though

 Christians are sometimes persecuted in

 this mainly Muslim land. Most Christians

 come from a Hindu background, but

 recently some tribal groups have also

 come to know Jesus. In most Muslim

 countries, very few people follow Jesus;

 but in Bangladesh, tens of thousands

 of people from a Muslim background

 worship Jesus as their Lord.

 But many Bangladeshis have still never

 met a Christian, read Bible stories, or

 heard about Jesus and his love for them.

 Bengalis (the majority in Bangladesh) are

 the world's largest unreached people

 group. Many more Christians will need

 to share about Jesus with the Bengalis


  before that changes. 



  Bangladeshi bride 



  Buriganga River, Dhaka 
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  FACT FILE 



 COUNTRIES:   Most Beja live in


 northeastern Sudan, and some in nearby


  Egypt and Eritrea 



 NUMBERS:   Between three and four million



 MAIN LANGUAGES:   Beja (also called


 Bedawi, or Badawiyet); many can also


  speak Tigre 



 OCCUPATIONS:   Most Beja are nomadic


 herdsmen, but some farm or take jobs as

 laborers in villages or towns
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  WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE? 


 Amna watched her grandmother carefully. She

 hoped that one day she would be as wise as her

 grandmother. They sat together on the matting

 outside their tent made from palm fronds. Her

 grandmother dropped five cowrie shells and

 looked closely at the pattern they made on the

 ground. Then she shook her head and scooped them up again.

 “What's the matter?” Amna asked anxiously. “What do the shells say?” She knew her

 family needed some good luck right now because her older sister, Khadija, was getting

 married after the Muslim festival of Eid. Khadija felt worried. She was only twelve, but

 her parents had already arranged for her to be married to her cousin Ahmed.

 “What's Ahmed like?” Amna asked

 Khadija, who was sitting behind her

 on the mat, patiently braiding Amna's


  frizzy hair. 


 “He's been here to talk about our


 marriage and to drink   jabana   (coffee)


 with our brothers—but I've never met

 him,” Khadija replied. “He must be really

 old, though. He's been working for uncle

 for a long time. It'll be strange to go

 and live with his mother and sisters on

 the other side of town. I'll be so lonely


  without you, Amna.” 


 After the wedding, Khadija had to stay

 with Ahmed's family. But she wouldn't

 meet Ahmed face to face for another year

 because of Beja marriage customs.

 Sometimes Khadija and Amna sat and

 listened to their brothers talking around the

 fire, usually about their frustrations with

 the government or problems with their

 herd. Her brothers used a lot of Arabic

 words, and Amna wished they would

 speak their own language, Bedawi, so she

 could understand what they were saying.

 She preferred the nights when they relaxed

 and sang traditional songs together—her

 favorite song was about a Beja camel.


  EVIL SPIRITS 



 The Beja (bay-juh) are a group of tribes


 living in the northeastern part of Africa

 bordering the Red Sea that stretches

 from southern Egypt through northern

 Sudan to Eritrea. There are about three

 and a half million Beja. They have lived as

 nomads in this hot, dry, desert land and

 the windy Red Sea

 hills for more than


  four thousand years. 



  They are always 



  looking for pasture 


 for their herds of

  BEJA 

 Frightened by the Evil Eye


  Beja tent 


  EGYPT 
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  TO HELP YOU PRAY 



  FOR THE BEJA 



  YOU CAN THANK GOD FOR: 


 ■

 Christians from Sudan and nearby

 countries who want to tell others about

  Jesus. 

 ■

 Christian resources in Arabic and

 Bedawi such as Christian radio

 broadcasts and parts of the Bible.

 ■

 the Beja who have decided to follow

 Jesus after reading the Bible in Arabic.


  YOU CAN ASK GOD: 


 ■

 to send help to the Beja, who live on

 difficult land and often don't have

 enough food or water.

 ■

 that the Beja will find release from

 the constant fear of evil and know the

 power of Jesus to overcome it.

 ■

 to reveal his love to the Beja through

 Jesus and his followers.

 ■

 for Beja children—girls as well as

 boys—to have an education.


  DO YOU KNOW? 


 Bedawi is a difficult language to learn. It is sometimes written with

 Arabic letters, and sometimes with our Roman alphabet. Only a

 few parts of the Bible have been translated into Bedawi.

 camels, cattle, sheep, and goats. But it's a

 harsh place to live, and some Beja settle

 in towns and villages. They are not Arabs,

 like many people in the region, so they

 keep to themselves and don't easily trust

  outsiders. 

 The Beja are Muslims, but few of
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