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  Characters




  JESSE HOWARD, late twenties–early thirties. Serious, passionate, Black. He wields his wit like a weapon. A playwright




  NEIL FINLEY-DARDEN, late twenties–early thirties. Compassionate, privileged, white. He means well. An enthusiast




  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  

    

  




  




  Setting




  New York City, New York and St Paul, Minnesota.




  Time




  March 21, 2012–December 15, 2015.




  Style




  Transitions between scenes should be fluid.




  Fluid does not mean immediate.




  Emotional truth is of greater value than logic.




  Notes on the Text




  A forward slash ( / ) indicates overlapping text.




  A dash ( – ) indicates an unfinished thought.




  Three asterisks ( *** ) indicate a shift in time and/or location.




  

    

  




  




  One




  St Paul, mid-December 2015.




  Lights rise on JESSE.




  He speaks out.




  JESSE. Sometimes,




  And scientists may refute this, but fuck ’em.




  Sometimes I can feel the Earth move.




  And not like tremors or earthquakes, tornadoes or hurricanes.




  This isn’t a matter of wind or tectonic plates, but rather a matter of chemistry.




  Body chemistry.




  My body chemistry.




  The inner workings of my inner ear.




  The rods and cones in my retina.




  The sensory receptors in my neck and ankles.




  Balance.




  I find it strange that others can’t feel it – the rotation.




  Strange and a bit lonely.




  In those moments, the lonely ones, the painful ones, I think about something that the late great poet Essex Hemphill once said, ‘Take Care of Your Blessings.’




  He said that some of us bake and some of us write.




  Some of us understand numbers or how to care for others.




  He said to be aware of what your particular gifts and talents are and to nurture them and use them for good.




  And so, in moments of great pain I think of my blessings and I count them.




  One: I was given a mind and the ability to think.




  Two: I have the ability to put my thoughts on paper.




  Three –




  ***




  St Paul, early December 2015.




  A street.




  Suddenly, NEIL’s arms are around JESSE’s waist.




  A cascade of words.




  NEIL. Wait, wait, wait! How does it go again – ?




  JESSE. How do you not know this song? It’s like essential –




  NEIL. Essentially what? / And essential to whom – ?




  JESSE. What do you mean essentially what? / A proper education. A basic education –




  NEIL. ‘Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas…’ / What comes after Arkansas – ?




  JESSE. I can’t believe you went to private school –




  NEIL. California! / ‘California – ’




  JESSE. Your parents paid like forty thousand dollars a year for twelve years and you don’t know what comes after Arkansas?




  NEIL. We didn’t sing at Collegiate. We took fencing lessons.




  JESSE. That’s right!




  JESSE demonstrates his fencing skills.




  Hi ya!




  NEIL. More like –




  NEIL demonstrates his fencing skills.




  En garde!




  JESSE. Touché!




  JESSE slips on a patch of ice. NEIL catches him.




  NEIL. Whoa there, tiger!




  JESSE begins to laugh and then NEIL joins, though he’s not completely sure why.




  What are we laughing about?




  JESSE. You just called me Tiger!




  NEIL. What? NO / I didn’t –




  JESSE. Yes, you did! Yes, you did! / I heard you –




  NEIL. Why the fuck would I call you Tiger – ?




  JESSE slips again. Both men react.




  

    

      	

        JESSE. Shit! This fucking


        sidewalk!


      



      	



      	

        NEIL. WHOA! Watch


        it – !


      

    


  




  NEIL. The last thing we need is a broken ankle –




  JESSE. Or a broken knee –




  NEIL. Or a broken arm –




  JESSE. Yeah, or a broken butt!




  They find the prospect of a broken butt hilarious.




  NEIL. We definitely do not need a broken butt. I like your butt the way it is. It’s a nice butt.




  They almost kiss and then –




  JESSE. ‘Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine…’




  JESSE and NEIL. ‘Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan – ’




  The sound of breaking glass.
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