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Introduction


It’s difficult to admit that we need God—all the time. We find ourselves shyly requesting his attention as if he is easily annoyed. As if he’s tired of hearing us ask for something yet again. This couldn’t be further from the truth!


God loves to meet us in every moment of every day. He encourages us to come close and confidently ask him for everything we need. He wants to hear what is on our hearts.


As you spend time reading these devotions, Scriptures, and prayers, remember that God is keenly listening to your every word. He is waiting to shower you with his blessings of peace, hope, joy, and strength. All you need to do is ask.




January


“SO DO NOT FEAR, FOR I AM WITH YOU; DO NOT BE DISMAYED, FOR I AM YOUR GOD. I WILL STRENGTHEN YOU AND HELP YOU; I WILL UPHOLD YOU WITH MY RIGHTEOUS RIGHT HAND.”


ISAIAH 41:10 NIV





JANUARY 1


Something New


“I am about to do something new. See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? I will make a pathway through the wilderness. I will create rivers in the dry wasteland”


ISAIAH 43:19 NLT


Whether you have generated a color-coded list of goals, dreams, and an execution plan for the next 365 days or you’ve banned resolutions and vowed to make this just another day on the calendar, the clean slate represented by the first day of a new year is filled with an undeniable air of expectation. The excitement of a new bauble or gadget pales in comparison to the promise of a new beginning. Deep down inside, there is a part of us which thinks, “This could be my year!”


Guess what? It is your year. This day, and every one that follows, is yours. It is yours to choose who and how to love, to serve, and even to be. And the choice you made in reading this page represents the choice to take this journey in the company of your heavenly Father. That is a beautiful place to start.


Heavenly Father, I give you this year. I ask that you would help me keep you in the forefront of my mind as I make decisions and plans. I want to seek your advice in everything I set my hand to.





JANUARY 2


All Things New


He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”


REVELATION 21:5 NKJV


The most beautiful thing about the God we’ve entrusted our lives to is that he makes all things new. That is a faithful statement—it has always been true and will always be true.


As we begin a new year, empty and full of both bright promise and worrisome unknown, we can rest our souls in the truth that our God will make everything new. Our regrets, mistakes, and failures are nothing compared to his covenanted promise of redemption and newness.


Thank you, Jesus, that you make all things new. Thank you that your Word is faithful and true, and I don’t have to doubt your promises. Bring newness to my life this year. Take my regrets and turn them into new beginnings.





JANUARY 3


Invisible


The LORD looks down from heaven and sees the whole human race. From his throne he observes all who live on the earth.


PSALM 33:13-14 NLT


Are you feeling invisible today? You may be surrounded by a crowd of people and yet feel alone and isolated. This may be how the woman who needed a healing touch from Jesus felt, but was convinced he would never notice her among so many. She reached out and touched him, and found him fully aware. Hagar, Sarah’s servant, was driven from her home by her angry mistress. Wandering lost and alone in the wilderness, God saw her and became her deliverer.


It’s difficult to comprehend that as small and insignificant as we are in time and space, God sees each of us and even knows our name. Others may not seem to notice or understand, but God knows our whole story. He is always present, all-seeing, all-wise. No matter where we are, God sees.


I am so thankful, Lord, that you not only see me physically, but you see into my heart and mind and know my every thought. Help me always to remember that I am never invisible to you.





JANUARY 4


Lord Make Me Patient… Right Now!


Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.


EPHESIANS 4:2 NIV


It has been said that a prayer for patience is a dangerous one because in order to develop it, trials need to come. Patience is developed with much practice; even the simple act of waiting—for anything really—is good practice. Think of the patience Jesus has with us. Before we knew Christ, he waited patiently for us to come to repentance. When we fail to trust him and worry and complain about our circumstances, he waits until we’re ready to turn to him once again. He puts up with our foibles and inconsistencies and loves us anyway.


Are you being called to a new level of patience these days? Are you bristling with frustration and anger at things that aren’t going your way? Are spiritual growing pains about to wear you out? Then it’s time to kneel once again at the throne of grace and ask for help in your time of need.


Oh Lord, forgive me for my impatience today. I am going to pray a bold prayer and ask that you would develop the quality of patience in my life. Help me to cooperate with the process.





JANUARY 5


My Identity


Once you had no identity as a people; now you are God’s people. Once you received no mercy; now you have received God’s mercy.


1 PETER 2:10 NLT


There is an emphasis in society on the importance of “finding ourselves.” It seems a valid endeavor. We need to know our gifts and skills and have an outlet for them: a purpose for living. We need an identity. As Christians, we have one! First Peter says we are living stones in God’s spiritual temple, royal priests, a chosen people, God’s very own possession. Before Christ, we were without identity and purpose.


Have you lost your identity somewhere along the way? Maybe you’ve lost your footing as you’ve dealt with daily responsibilities? Reaffirm who and whose you are. You are one who belongs to Christ, called out of darkness to shine Christ’s light in this world!


God, I want to reaffirm that I am your child. I am forgiven, I have a new name, and I am part of your kingdom. You have called me out of darkness to show others your goodness. My identity is in you!





JANUARY 6


Not Our Own


I know, LORD, that our lives are not our own. We are not able to plan our own course. So correct me, LORD, but please be gentle. Do not correct me in anger, for I would die.


JEREMIAH 10:23-24 NLT


Jeremiah, a prophet of God, was called to reveal the sins of the Israelites and warn them of coming judgment. His pleas were ignored and the consequences fell when the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem. Prior to that catastrophe, Jeremiah made one of the most profound statements in the Scriptures. The Israelites insisted on following the lead of the idolatrous nations around them doing things their own way. They seemingly forgot they were God’s chosen people and that God had lovingly directed their steps. In their independence, they fell into sin and lost the promised presence of God.


I wonder how many times we forget whose we are and begin to think we can plan our own course in life. Perhaps we are not happy with God’s direction and are resisting the road he has asked us to walk. Maybe today you need to pray with Jeremiah:


Correct me, Lord, but please be gentle. Do not correct me in anger, for I would die. I repent of my independence and once again surrender to your direction.





JANUARY 7


Smelling Good!


Now he uses us to spread the knowledge of Christ everywhere, like a sweet perfume. Our lives are a Christ-like fragrance rising up to God.


2 CORINTHIANS 2:14-15 NLT


What are your favorite fragrances? Freshly baked bread, honeysuckles, lilacs, brewing coffee, or crisp fall air? An aroma can catapult you back in years to a childhood memory or cause an emotion or mood to suddenly arise within you as it links you to a past experience. A woman wearing a lovely perfume shares the fragrance as it permeates the space around her, wafting gently through the air.


Christ wants us to live our lives so that no matter our location, we are disseminating the sweet-smelling perfume of the gospel which then rises up to glorify God. Our gentle, quiet spirits, the peace and joy we exhibit, the kindness, love, and patience we show to others will cause people to turn their heads and say, “What smells so good? I want some of that!”


Oh Jesus, help me to live my life exhibiting your character in everything I do and say. I want to smell good so that my life draw others to you.





JANUARY 8


Taming the Untamable


Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips.


PSALM 141:3 NIV


What a challenge it is for women to master their tongues! Has yours been out of control lately? It is said that women use an average of 20,000 words a day, while men only speak 7,000. With that many words pouring out of our months every day, there is simply a greater possibility that some of them will be hurtful, unkind, and harmful.


What’s to be done with our tongues? James describes them as a fire that is untamable by man. One moment it praises God; the next it curses man. What a dilemma! It’s so wonderful to know that just like the other challenges we face, we can run to God for a solution. He does what we cannot do, but we must do our part. Meditate on the Word so that Scripture flows easily and our consciences are tender. Determine to speak more about God and less about others. And finally, pray with the psalmist:


Set a guard over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips. Help me, Lord, to speak words of life to those around me. Help me to swallow words that harm and speak only words that uplift.





JANUARY 9


Faith Matters


He (Abraham) was fully convinced that God is able to do whatever he promises. And because of Abraham’s faith, God counted him as righteous.


ROMANS 4:21-22 NLT


Sometimes we are hesitant to admit that we are discouraged because our prayers are not being answered. So many godly men and women have believed God for a miracle and not received it on earth. Does that mean their faith was in vain?


God promised Abraham that he would be the father of many nations and that through him all the peoples of the earth would be blessed. He believed even though in the natural it was an impossibility. God saw his faith and counted him as righteous. Hebrews 11 lists other giants of the faith—Abel, Enoch, Noah, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses—and says, “All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it” (Hebrews 11:13 NLT). There may be prayers we utter that we will not see answered in our lifetime. Can we emulate the saints of old and believe no matter the outcome?


Lord, help me to persevere in faith because my faith alone counts! You hear my prayers and even if I cannot see your response, I know you are working!





JANUARY 10


The Fear Factor


When I am afraid, I will put my trust in you. I praise God for what he has promised. I trust in God, so why should I be afraid?


PSALM 56:3-4 NLT


You will notice David did not hesitate to admit when he was afraid! King Saul was pursuing him and so great was his terror that he ran to the enemy’s camp—an unlikely place to find refuge. It was bold and risky, but perhaps King Achish would not recognize him, or might consider him a deserter and an asset. Unfortunately, David was found out, reported to the king, and, motivated by more fear, acted like a mad man and was sent away. Fear causes us to do things we normally would not.


It wasn’t long before David readjusted his thinking and put his trust once again in God. It is interesting that he says, “When I am afraid,” not “If I am afraid.” Fear is a human response and unless counteracted by trust, is at best destructive. What are you afraid of today? Are you magnifying a concern into an impossible mountain of what ifs? Trust Jesus. Remember his promises to you. No matter the outcome, he is in charge!


Lord, I am afraid today, but like David I am going to trust you! I don’t have to worry about anything because I know that whatever you allow in my life is designed for my good. I rest in that knowledge.





JANUARY 11


Remember


I recall all you have done, O LORD; I remember your wonderful deeds of long ago. They are constantly in my thoughts. I cannot stop thinking about your mighty works.


PSALM 77:11-12 NLT


You’ve heard of “selective memory,” when a person remembers only the bits of the past that are convenient while forgetting those that are not. Maybe that’s why the “good ol’ days” seem so good! All through Scripture, we are commanded to remember. Think about how many times Moses admonished the Israelites to recall all that the Lord had done for them through the years. To remember how they had provoked God and suffered the consequences, so they wouldn’t repeat the same mistakes.


Remembering what God has done builds our faith. Each time he proves himself faithful to you, another brick in your foundation of trust is laid. The precedent has been set and whenever he moves on your behalf, the bedrock of your faith grows stronger. You know that he brought you through before and he will do it again. Take time today to remember and to thank God for all he has done.


Forgive me, Lord, for forgetting the way you have worked in my life. I am prone to fret as though this time you won’t come through! Thank you for your faithfulness to me and for all you have done!





JANUARY 12


Sitting With Sinners


“Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”


MATTHEW 9:13 NRSV


Have you ever felt like you haven’t been getting recognition for all the work you have done, either in your job or at home? Have there been times when you have seen other people acknowledged for doing seemingly little? Hard work without appreciation can seem very unfair.


Imagine then how those Pharisees felt when Jesus chose to sit with the sinners! They were bothered by the fact that Jesus was spending time with the unrighteous when they had devoted their whole lives to obeying and working under the law. Jesus responded by saying we don’t earn forgiveness; rather, we receive it as a gift. We are all sinners, and yet Jesus chooses to sit with us because he wants to show us mercy. Sit with him and freely receive it!


Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner before you, and yet I thank you that you have chosen to sit with me here and now, offering your grace and mercy. I receive your forgiveness as a gift, knowing that it is not what I do that makes you accept me. Help me to be merciful to others, as you have been to me.





JANUARY 13


Give and Get


A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.


PROVERBS 11:25 NIV


You get what you give. It’s a simple principle, and one that the Bible endorses. We are not like a takeaway cup that becomes useless once it has been emptied. In God’s upside-down kingdom, the more we empty ourselves, the more we are filled back up! It can be hard to let go of money, or time, or energy for the sake of others. However, if we understand that God is using us to give to others, we can also trust that he will find a way to provide for us. And he does!


Is your tank on empty, needing to be filled up? Do you need refreshing? Be generous and willing to encourage someone in need; there are plenty of people around you if you make yourself aware. As you give, the Lord will return to you.


Dear Lord, show me the people in my life that need my generosity. Show me those who need my time, my prayers, and my encouragement. As I give to others, please fill me up and restore my soul so that I can live a life that is full of you.





JANUARY 14


Faith Please!


Without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would approach him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.


HEBREWS 11:6 NRSV


We spend a lot of our lives trying to please people, whether it is a tidy house, a delicious meal, a great birthday present, or new clothes. It seems that to gain approval we need to do things that make us look good to others.


This is often how we approach God, with great effort to do the right things to please him. But the Bible says that it is impossible to please him without faith. What is faith? It is a belief in your heart and a confession with your mouth that Jesus Christ is Lord. It is not what you do that will please God; it is a heart that seeks to follow him. Approach the Lord today with a surety that he is pleased with you, not because of what you do but because of what you believe.


Father, I come with a heart that wants to please you. Forgive me for thinking that all the good things that I do are more important than a heart that believes in you and continually seeks your will. I have faith in you, and I will wait patiently for the reward of seeking you.





JANUARY 15


Born of God


As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.


JOHN 1:12-13 NKJV


When children are born, the most significant part in shaping their identity is knowing to whom they are born. They will also continue to be molded by where they are born and who they have to nurture them as they grow. We all have different stories regarding this. We have birth parents, and the circumstance of our conception can be labeled anything from desired to unwanted.


You may have been nurtured by loving parents, uncaring parents, struggling parents, or perhaps even no parents. However, those of us who believe in God have something in common. We are all children of God. It was God who created us and brought us into the world. It is God who has been watching over us since we took our first breath. It was God who was overjoyed when we accepted him as our Savior. We have been born again into God’s family and nothing in this earth can take that away from us.


Heavenly Father, thank you that you have called me into your family. Thank you that you love and care for me as your precious child.





JANUARY 16


Hear Me


Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have relieved me in my distress; Have mercy on me, and hear my prayer.


PSALM 4:1 NKJV


Who do you call when you are feeling upset and stressed? Is there someone in your life who will listen to you in your time of need? Are you confident that God is always near and you can call on him when you are distressed?


The Lord knows your heart and what you are facing; he alone is able to relieve you of your burden. He is a God of mercy, which means that it doesn’t matter what you have done, or how big a battle you face, his loving-kindness is able to save you in your time of need. He will hear you, so call out to him.


Dear Lord, I call out to you now, believing in your goodness and ability to ease my burdens. I know that you hear me as I pray. Thank you for listening to me. Hear my heart when I can’t express it in words. Lift me up and give me peace.





JANUARY 17


Rejoice Always!


Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.


1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18 NIV


Life doesn’t always work out the way we want it to. The circumstances that we find ourselves in can leave us feeling disappointed and even resentful. We have expected God’s goodness without realizing that part of the Christian walk involves suffering.


It is not that God wants you to go through hardship, but he wants you to experience his joy and presence at all times. This is why we are to give thanks in all our circumstances, whether joyous or painful. He is able to lift you up, to allow you to feel joy, and to bring you closer to him. Rejoice always!


Dear Lord, help me to come to you in the hard times as well as the easy times. Thank you that you are a good God who cares about me. Thank you that I can trust you with my life. Thank you that you are present in all of my circumstances. Remind me to rejoice in you, always.





JANUARY 18


Courage for Christ


It is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death.


PHILIPPIANS 1:20 ESV


What are your hopes for your life? Perhaps you want a meaningful career, to go on worldwide adventures, to become a wife, or to simply raise wise and wonderful children. Of course we all hope to live a life that honors God, but are we courageous about our faith as much as Paul expresses in this verse?


Paul knew that the Christ that he preached was offensive to many people; the gospel was very hard for others to accept. However, Paul was confident that eventually all would know the truth of Christ, and in this, he knew that he would not be ashamed. Would you allow this to be your hope as well? Honor God with your whole life by being courageous enough to share Christ with the world.


Jesus, I want to serve and honor you with my whole life. Teach me to understand the gospel and then give me the courage to share you with others around me. Let me hope and expect, as Paul did, that I will not be at all ashamed.





JANUARY 19


“Yes” to Grace


The grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age.


TITUS 2:11-12 NIV


When you hear a word often enough it begins to lose its impact. This can happen when we see words like grace and forgiveness; they surround us because they are core to our Christian faith. Instead of switching off when you read or hear the word grace, remember that grace is actually equivalent to Jesus.


Jesus defeated the power of sin in our lives and we no longer have to earn our salvation through good works! Grace is powerful because it gets to the heart of the matter. You are no longer judged because of your outward sin. The Father can see your heart of repentance and you will be forgiven. His forgiveness transforms our hearts, and this is what gives us the strength to say no to ungodliness and live righteously. Say yes to his grace today!


Jesus, thank you for sacrificing your life on the cross, so that I can experience salvation. I need the power of your grace working in my life so I can resist worldly passions. Forgive my sin and transform my heart, so I can live a godly life in this moment.





JANUARY 20


Unshakable


Since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.


HEBREWS 12:28 NIV


It is probably easier to understand the power of kingdoms back in the day when monarchy reigned supreme. These days, it might be easier to recognize power and authority in our politics, world leaders, and law. As we well know, not many political systems, leaders, or even societal law stand the test of time. Leaders are replaced, a new governance structure is set up, and laws change as society does.


We live in a very unsettled world! It’s little wonder that a good majority of us are anxious about the future. This doesn’t need to be our outlook. The Bible says that we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken! This means that our God will reign with justice, mercy, and peace. You can be thankful because you have a bright future ahead of you. The good news is that he has already begun his work. We can worship him as our King, even today.


Dear Lord, I revere you as the sovereign Lord of this world and also of my heart. I worship you because you are awesome. You will one day bring your magnificent plans to completion. Help me to live with the hope of your kingdom that cannot be shaken.





JANUARY 21


Crown of Life


Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.


JAMES 1:12 ESV
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