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Kennel Club Books®, the country’s only major publisher of exclusively dog books, proudly presents its Designer Dog® Series to celebrate the Goldendoodle’s coming-out party. Continuing in its bold effort to produce a unique line of dog books, Kennel Club Books® releases the first ever books on the specific designer-dog crossbreeds. The company has also released many Special Limited Editions and Special Rare-Breed Editions on various unusual breeds.


Visit the publisher’s website at www.kennelclubbooks.com to read more about the unique library of books available to dog lovers around the world.
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Welcome to the world of this charming Doodle who is worth his weight in gold.
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Introducing the Goldendoodle





Sue Hazard of New England recalls an unexpected pregnancy of a neighbor’s brown Poodle by a Golden Retriever in the fall of 1963. Wishing to assist her friend with this surprise occurrence, she began planning to take in one of the puppies as a pet. Excitedly, at Christmas that same year, her family became the proud owners of one of the first known “Goodles” ever in the New England area. The dogs were called “Goodles” at the time, she says, “Because we did not know what else to call them.”


“On Christmas Eve, my husband told our two daughters that he was going out to get a turkey, and he came home with this adorable puppy under his coat. She immediately hid under a chair for the rest of the night, and my parents, who were visiting, were convinced she might just stay there forever, but she did not. We named her Holly, and she went everywhere with us. She had a fluffy blonde curly coat and was a wonderful puppy with absolutely no bad habits. These were the days before obedience schools, dog trainers, leash laws and crates.”


In time Holly was joined by two more human sisters and more pets too—a cat, a Golden Retriever named Daffy who had been cast off from a breeder because of an eye condition called entropion and another “mistake” Goodle named Winnie, who also had many fine attributes. Holly remained so endearing to all.


“On long ski trips north she would sleep contently, curled up at my feet, so happy to be along with the family. She was also so smart and easily trained. She would sit, lie down and give you her paw, but her favorite trick was being able to add and subtract, and even multiply. She would bark the answer and when you slightly touched the top of her head, she would stop. It was quite a trick!


“Everyone in the neighborhood and friends wanted a ‘Holly.’ I was able to find a rare ad for a Golden mother and a black Poodle father combo, and so some of my friends were able to get their Goodles also.”


One of those friends is Mercy Wheeler, who recalls equally as well the day she got her black Goodle puppy, Baba, for ten dollars. She tells of living in Needham, Massachusetts in the mid-1970s, and one particular day on which she eagerly waited to finish up her weekly tennis match with her good friend, Sue. This was the day that she was going to pick up her new Goodle puppy! She recalls how adorable all of these curly black puppies were, the likes of which she had never seen before. She and her family adored Baba; she was a wonderful pet. Since Mercy was a tennis coach for the high school, Baba became the team mascot and was adored by all. She appeared in team pictures, always with a beloved tennis ball in her mouth.


The years went by and they were kind years of great joy and love, but in time Holly, Winnie and Baba passed on, leaving their families with wonderful memories. Their owners looked and looked for more Goodles, but were never able to find any of these incredibly affectionate, intelligent, unique, loved and wanted-by-all canine beings. What they did not know was that they and their wonderful “mistake” Goodles were on the cutting edge of a rising tide of new thought and technology in the breeding, selection, care and training of dogs throughout the United States and abroad.
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This adorable designer Doodle is bursting onto the scene.
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The Goldendoodle promises to add fun and love to your life…he’ll even shake on it.


Remember again, Sue described her Goodle puppy as a fluffy, blonde, curly, wonderful puppy with “absolutely no bad habits.” Yet, “These were the days before obedience schools, dog trainers, leash laws and crates.” Now, these are the days of leash laws, the Internet, advanced communications, new breeding technologies, new veterinary disciplines and many new training resources. There are excellent advantages to all of these new advancements, but there are also pitfalls along the way. I know that both Sue and Mercy were overwhelmed by not only the cost of today’s Goodles, now known as Goldendoodles, but also by all of the new marketing and training challenges associated with them. Also, they are shocked by the scarcity of quality Goldendoodles, requiring the smart and informed owner to plan ahead.


Mercy now lives happily with a beloved Goldendoodle named Sweep, who was acquired during the Boston Red Sox’s World Series victory in 2004. She calls Sweep the most wonderful and beautiful dog she has ever had, thanks to the great efforts and skill of good breeders who produce the best Goldendoodles possible, as opposed to the “mistake” Goodles of the past. Mercy also proudly reports that Sweep is an icon at a Cape Cod dog park, where he always draws a crowd of admirers, as all Goldendoodle owners will tell you of their dogs. Mercy adds, “Sweep is easy to maintain, loves other dogs and rolls over for tummy rubs in an instant!”


Sue Hazard, who found the original Goodles for her friends in the 1970s, is delighted to soon present one of her daughters and several grandchildren with a female Goldendoodle puppy. Admittedly, it has been a bit of a culture shock for Sue, watching the Goodles of the past become today’s “designer” Goldendoodles that have been written about in major publications and have made appearances on national television networks. There are and continue to be literally hundreds of articles in local, national and international periodicals commenting on the phenomenon of the Goldendoodle.


Thus it is the intent of this book to offer the history of the modern-day Goldendoodle and provide helpful hints and guidelines that will enable those like Sue and Mercy to continue finding new Goldendoodles for their grandchildren, assist people who are looking to add one of these wonderful new pets to their lives or just educate those who wish to learn more about the Goldendoodle, a dog that has leapt into the public’s consciousness.


The reader should feel secure with any sites or sources referenced herein. Further, if finding information elsewhere on Goldendoodles, the reader should return to this book and the sources referenced to check on the alternative source’s credentials. It is also important to recognize the remarkable behind-the-scenes efforts that are making the Goldendoodle a rising star, destined to be a favorite in homes across North America and around the world.


And so off we go! It is time for the Goldendoodle to take center stage!
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The Goldendoodle is just plain fun to be around.
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Combine the Poodle and Golden Retriever for one fabulous hybrid: the Goldendoodle!










The Modern Origins of the Goldendoodle





The history of the Goldendoodle begins with a salute to Australian breeders and their creation of the Labradoodle. They saw early on a need for a dog that would cause few problems for allergy-prone people who were in need of an assistance dog. Wally Conran of Royal Guide Dogs in Australia sought to pair and refine the excellent proven guide-dog abilities of the Labrador Retriever with the hypoallergenic qualities of the Standard Poodle. The results were wonderful.


Thereafter, Dr. Kate Schoeffel, a geneticist and veterinarian in Condobolin, New South Wales, began breeding male Miniature Poodles with female Labrador Retrievers to yield Labradoodles for family pets. With credit to these two pioneering professionals and the Labradoodle breeding and research centers that were established in Australia, the Labradoodle has become an outstanding service dog as well as a highly sought-after family pet worldwide. This leads us back to the birth of the Goldendoodle in the United States, Canada and other countries.


It seems perfectly logical to open-minded breeders, ever seeking to improve on a variation on a theme, when seeing and reading about the success of the Labradoodle, to want to meld the wonderful qualities of the Golden Retriever with the fine skills and qualities of the Poodle as well. Let’s discuss some of the remarkable traits of the Golden Retriever and the Poodle.
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Smart, people-loving and very sociable, Goldendoodles offer the best of all possible worlds.





Both Golden Retrievers and Poodles, being canines, have excellent hearing, some four times better than that of humans, especially when it comes to higher-pitched sounds. Both breeds have keen senses of smell, with their noses being their greatest sensory organs. You need only to watch a dog, sitting in his yard on a bright morning and lifting his head high to sniff the miraculous scents that he detects on a gentle breeze, to note this canine phenomenon. Further, did you ever notice how a dog’s nose, along with his keen sense of hearing, enables him to tell that someone has arrived home long before a human family member even realizes that a person is at the door?


Poodles and Goldens (like all dogs) are omnivorous, meaning that they like to eat both meat and vegetables. Both breeds also have strong hunting, retrieving and water-loving backgrounds. (It is generally thought that the Poodle is a direct descendant of the 16th-century Water Dog of England, which was popular with hunters, and/or the Irish Water Spaniel, an adept retriever with a curly coat.)


The Poodle is also known for its wonderful hypoallergenic coat and is regarded as one of the smartest breeds in the world. It is an active, sociable dog that loves human companionship.


The Golden Retriever, English in origin, descends from dogs known as “Wavy-Coated Retrievers” and the Tweed Water Spaniel, eventually resulting in the beloved Golden Retriever. Golden Retrievers are very people-oriented, gentle, loving and calm, and are exceptionally suited for guide dog and therapy work. Like the Poodle, the Golden Retriever is very smart and easily trained, and loves water, retrieving and hunting. The breed does shed heavily and does not have hypoallergenic qualities, which is a problem for those suffering from allergies.


Through the years, Golden Retrievers began being bred to meet certain breed standards as well as the demands of the breed’s popularity, which ultimately gave rise to various genetic concerns. This resulted in careless inbreeding and overbreeding by some irresponsible “breeders,” thus leading to the existence of serious health issues within the breed’s gene pool. Nonetheless, there are many dedicated Golden breeders who are very selective and work to eradicate these genetic problems through careful breeding.


Now that we know more about the two outstanding pure-bred parent breeds, let us learn more about how our Golden Retriever/Poodle mixes, the “Goodles” of the 1970s, eventually became known as the Goldendoodle. Amy Lane, formerly of Maryland and now of Fox creek kennels in West Virginia, was a longtime breeder of Golden Retrievers. Intrigued by the success of the Labradoodle, she bred her first litter of Goldendoodles shortly after meeting a Labradoodle. The puppies’ beautiful fluffy light coats inspired her to call them “Goldendoodles.” Further, knowing that the Poodle has long been recognized as one of the smartest breeds of dog, she felt that her Goldendoodles should be every bit as capable of service-dog work as the Labradoodles had proven to be for their Australian developers.
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A cousin of sorts, the Labradoodle derives from crosses of the Labrador Retriever and the Poodle.
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A dream of a Doodle: can anyone deny the Goldendoodle’s charm, talent or cuteness?





As of May 1, 2005, one of Lane’s own Goldendoodles, named “Richter,” whom she donated to Guide Dogs of America in Los Angeles for training as a guide dog for the blind, went on to become a graduate guide dog. Another of her Goldendoodles, “Neka,” will soon follow, proving that indeed Goldendoodles are every bit the dream Doodle dog as their Australian forebears.


This success led Amy to find another avenue in which Goldendoodles could excel in service work. In 2005 she donated a first-generational cross of a pure-bred Golden Retriever and a pure-bred Standard Poodle, known in the world of Doodles as an “F1
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