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Far Away was first performed at the Royal Court Theatre Upstairs, London, on 24 November 2000, with the following cast:
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The production transferred to the Albery Theatre in the West End on 18 January 2001, with the same cast.


The play received its American premiere at the New York Theatre Workshop, on 1 November 2002, directed by Stephen Daldry and performed by Alexa Eisenstein, Marin Ireland, Frances McDormand, Chris Messina and Gina Rose.







Characters


JOAN, a girl


HARPER, her aunt


TODD, a young man


 


 


 


The Parade (Scene 2.5): five is too few and twenty better than ten. A hundred?







1.


HARPER’s house. Night.






	

JOAN




	  

	

I can’t sleep.









	

HARPER




	 

	

It’s the strange bed.









	

JOAN




	 

	

No, I like different places.









	

HARPER




	 

	

Are you cold?









	

JOAN




	 

	

No.









	

HARPER




	 

	

Do you want a drink?









	

JOAN




	 

	

I think I am cold.









	

HARPER




	 

	

That’s easy enough then. There’s extra blankets in the cupboard.









	

JOAN




	 

	

Is it late?









	

HARPER




	 

	

Two.









	

JOAN




	 

	

Are you going to bed?









	

HARPER




	 

	

Do you want a hot drink?









	

JOAN




	 

	

No thank you.









	

HARPER




	 

	

I should go to bed then.









	

JOAN




	 

	

Yes.









	

HARPER




	 

	

It’s always odd in a new place. When you’ve been here a week you’ll look back at tonight and it won’t seem the same at all.









	

JOAN




	 

	

I’ve been to a lot of places. I’ve stayed with friends at their houses. I don’t miss my parents if you think that.









	

HARPER




	 

	

Do you miss your dog?









	

JOAN




	 

	

I miss the cat I think.









	

HARPER




	 

	

Does it sleep on your bed?









	

JOAN




	 

	

No because I chase it off. But it gets in if the door’s not properly shut. You think you’ve shut the door but it hasn’t caught and she pushes it open in the night.









	

HARPER




	 

	

Come here a minute. You’re shivering. Are you hot?









	

JOAN




	 

	

No, I’m all right.









	

HARPER




	 

	

You’re over-tired. Go to bed. I’m going to bed myself.









	

JOAN




	 

	

I went out.









	

HARPER




	 

	

When? just now?









	

JOAN




	 

	

Just now.









	

HARPER




	 

	

No wonder you’re cold. It’s hot in the daytime here but it’s cold at night.









	

JOAN




	 

	

The stars are brighter here than at home.









	

HARPER




	 

	

It’s because there’s no street lights.









	

JOAN




	 

	

I couldn’t see much.









	

HARPER




	 

	

I don’t expect you could. How did you get out? I didn’t hear the door.









	

JOAN




	 

	

I went out the window.









	

HARPER




	 

	

I’m not sure I like that.









	

JOAN




	 

	

No it’s quite safe, there’s a roof and a tree.









	

HARPER




	 

	

When people go to bed they should stay in bed. Do you climb out of the window at home?









	

JOAN




	 

	

I can’t at home because – No I don’t.









	

HARPER




	 

	

I’m responsible for you.









	

JOAN




	 

	

Yes, I’m sorry.









	

HARPER




	 

	

Well that’s enough adventures for one night. You’ll sleep now. Off you go. Look at you, you’re asleep on your feet.









	

JOAN




	 

	

There was a reason.









	

HARPER




	 

	

For going out?









	

JOAN




	 

	

I heard a noise.









	

HARPER




	 

	

An owl?









	

JOAN




	 

	

A shriek.









	

HARPER




	 

	

An owl then. There are all sorts of birds here, you might see a golden oriole. People come here specially to watch birds and we sometimes make tea or coffee or sell bottles of water because there’s no café and people don’t expect that and they get thirsty. You’ll see in the morning what a beautiful place it is.









	

JOAN




	 

	

It was more like a person screaming.









	

HARPER




	 

	

It is like a person screaming when you hear an owl.









	

JOAN




	 

	

It was a person screaming.









	

HARPER




	 

	

Poor girl, what a fright you must have had imagining you heard somebody screaming. You should have come straight down here to me.









	

JOAN




	 

	

I wanted to see.









	

HARPER




	 

	

It was dark.









	

JOAN




	 

	

Yes but I did see.









	

HARPER




	 

	

Now what did you imagine you saw in the dark?









	

JOAN




	 

	

I saw my uncle.









	

HARPER




	 

	

Yes I expect you did. He likes a breath of air. He wasn’t screaming I hope?









	

JOAN




	 

	

No.









	

HARPER




	 

	

That’s all right then. Did you talk to him? I expect you were frightened he’d say what are you doing out of your bed so late.









	

JOAN




	 

	

I stayed in the tree.









	

HARPER




	 

	

He didn’t see you?









	

JOAN




	 

	

No.









	

HARPER




	 

	

He’ll be surprised won’t he, he’ll laugh when he hears you were up in the tree. He’ll be cross but he doesn’t mean it, he’ll think it’s a good joke, it’s the sort of thing he did when he was a boy. So bed now. I’ll go up too.
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