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AUTHOR’S NOTE


For the early years of Harry’s story I was fortunate to have access to his unpublished memoirs from 1964 and accompanying notes; any displayed quotes from that source are in italics. For insight into Harry’s thoughts after that date I am very grateful for John Roberts’ permission to quote from interview tapes John recorded in 1977 in the process of compiling his book Everton, The Official Centenary History (Granada Publishing/Mayflower Books, 1978).
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FOREWORD


HARRY CATTERICK was one of the key influences on my career in football. He signed me, nurtured me, gave me my chance in football and always looked after me. I held him in the highest esteem and thought he was a great manager.


The press enjoyed being courted by Bill Shankly, but Harry was an introvert and snubbed them. As a result Don Revie, Bill Shankly, Bill Nicholson and Sir Matt Busby all get mentioned as being the great managers of the era while Harry doesn’t. However, he was right up there among them and created three different trophy-winning sides.


Over the years I have been disappointed that he hasn’t received the respect and recognition he deserves. I am delighted, therefore, that Rob Sawyer has written a biography which chronicles Harry’s life and celebrates his achievements in the game.


Colin Harvey, July 2014




INTRODUCTION


GOODISON PARK, 9 March 1985. I was a 14-year-old who sat with my father and sister in the Bullens Road Stand as Everton bundled home a late equaliser to keep the dream of a league and cup treble alive. On the way home, Radio Two announced that Harry Catterick had passed away in the directors’ box moments after the final whistle. His untimely passing planted a seed of curiosity in me about Harry, fed by my father’s reminiscences and his collection of old match-day programmes. I was keen to learn more about a man labelled an enigma by many observers.


Sadly for Harry, recognition of his achievements in the game has been perfunctory at best. Occasional profiles of the man have painted a picture of a dour authoritarian, grudgingly respected but considered lucky to have inherited Everton’s ‘Moores’ millions’ to lavish on the game’s top names. Little or no mention is ever made of his playing career, managerial successes in Sheffield or his post-Everton career. In 2013 I placed a post on Toffeeweb enquiring as to Harry’s non-executive role at Goodison Park from 1973 to 1975. Things snowballed and within weeks I found myself researching the rich life of a multi-faceted person. To different people he was visionary, introverted, erudite, secretive, demanding, ambitious to the point of ruthlessness, yet sometimes surprisingly kind and thoughtful.


The son of a lower-league footballer and coach, Harry followed his father into the game. After a war-interrupted Everton playing career which failed to attain the heights it might have, Harry embarked on a career in management. For him, football management was a serious business, where only the best was good enough – he served an apprenticeship in the lower divisions before working his way to the pinnacle of the domestic game. Three whirlwind seasons at Sheffield Wednesday, where he came within an ace of winning the league title, paved the way for a return to Goodison Park. Over ten golden years, Everton consistently challenged for top honours, with Harry the equal of Bill Shankly, his more-feted rival from across Stanley Park. While Shankly brilliantly courted the press and the public, Catterick was notoriously protective of his private life and wary of the media, preferring to keep both supporters and players at arm’s length. Cultivating an image as ‘the thinking man’s manager’, he was always immaculately dressed – even his training-ground tracksuit appeared to be pressed and crease-free. To his players he was ‘Boss’ within earshot and ‘The Catt’ at a safe distance. Both feared and respected, Harry was the, de facto, headmaster at the club dubbed The School of Science.


To the press he was ‘Mr Cloak and Dagger’, famed for stealthily using John Moores’ Littlewoods war chest to secure the services of some of the finest football talent in the land. Less acknowledged was his vision for the club and a youth policy that nurtured young talent and blended it so effectively with established stars. He guided Everton to victory in one of the classic FA Cup finals and crafted two championship-winning teams. Though taciturn in nature, his teams spoke eloquently for him on the pitch – the side that won the 1969/70 title was one of the finest to grace English football and was, tactically, probably 40 years ahead of its time. Sadly, illhealth and some poor judgement brought the glory days to a premature end.


Twenty-five years after his passing in the place he is most closely associated with, Harry received belated recognition with his 2010 induction into the National Football Museum’s Hall of Fame – joining other managerial greats of the game. The time is now right to tell Harry’s story and re-assess his legacy.




CHAPTER ONE


BEGINNINGS


THE RIVER MERSEY rises from obscurity in Stockport, to attain fame at its end beside the Three Graces in the great port city of Liverpool. Harry Catterick’s life followed a parallel course, his formative years in the industrial town leading, via several meanders, to acclaim and an untimely passing on Merseyside. However, Harry’s story began 90 miles from the Mersey in Co. Durham. The only child of Henry Catterick and Lillian Petty entered the world at 26 Union Row in central Darlington on 26 November 1919. Henry was always known as ‘Harry’ so, to avoid confusion, his son answered to ‘Jack’ in family circles throughout his life.


In the post-Great War years Darlington’s economy was dominated by steel, coal mining and the railways. These were tough times; although his family was never on the breadline Harry would recall seeing free bowls of soup being doled out to the desperate of the town. Perhaps those early experiences of hardship and poverty gave him the resolve and determination to succeed in life and ensure that such a fate would never befall him.


The Cattericks were a typical north-eastern working-class family. Harry’s grandfather, another Henry, was a railway plate-layer while Harry’s father had been employed at a steelworks before moving to Chilton Colliery. Chilton, a village equidistant from Darlington and Durham, had mushroomed after the first coal mine was sunk in 1873. At its peak approximately 1,500 men and boys were employed, and the colliery produced about 450,000 tons of coal per annum. Part of Harry Senior’s maintenance job entailed inspecting the colliery’s equipment on Sundays, the miners’ day of rest. He was not a man to be scared easily but could never shake off the feeling of dread as he descended into the eerily quiet, all-enveloping darkness of the pit shafts.


Football was an escape from the harsh realities of working life; Harry Senior shared a passion for the game with his younger brother George, who would go on to coach Darlington FC. With support from his employer, he was able to carve out a successful second career as an amateur centre-half with the pit team; indeed, the offer of employment at the pit may have been linked to his footballing prowess. Two years after its formation in 1921 Chilton Colliery Recreational Football Club joined the Durham Palatine League and quickly became a force in amateur football. With Harry Senior as captain, Chilton progressed to the semi-finals of the FA Amateur Cup in 1925, beating Bishop Auckland and then Dulwich Hamlet, in front of 7,000 supporters, before succumbing to Clapton. The following season saw an exciting FA Cup run with victories over league opposition in Carlisle United and Rochdale before elimination at South Shields, then of the Second Division. The club would subsequently gain election to the Northern League at the fifth attempt.


The cup exploits cemented Harry Senior’s reputation as a talented centre-half, leading to an invitation by the Football Association to play for a representative XI against Leeds and Durham Universities on 3 March 1926. Despite appalling weather at Darlington’s Feethams ground, and a lack of familiarity with his team-mates, newspaper reports praised his defensive dominance in a 5–2 victory over the Varsities.


This appearance, and the high profile of the cup runs, alerted Stockport County’s scout in the north-east, prompting the offer of a contract with the Third Division North outfit in the summer of 1926. The lure of professional football was enough for Henry to relocate the family to Pitt Street, in the Edgeley district of the Cheshire town best known as the north’s capital of hatmaking. Joining the club as a ‘Player-Assistant Trainer’, his debut came at Accrington’s Peel Park on 11 September, a rousing match in which County came from two goals down to win 4–2. The Stockport Advertiser reporter gave guarded praise for the new recruit: ‘Catterick, though not over quick in his movements, did quite well in his initial appearance, and there was a constructiveness in his play that stood his side in good stead.’ Harry Senior made 14 first-team appearances, briefly playing alongside the future Everton winger Ted Critchley, before being released from his playing duties at the season’s end, aged 29. He subsequently secured employment as resident steward at Edgeley Conservative Club on St Matthew’s Road, two minutes’ walk from Edgeley Park, County’s ground; later in life he would run an off-licence on nearby Dale Street. Upon hanging up his boots Harry Senior began a 20-year association with County’s backroom staff, starting as reserve team trainer but progressing to the interim manager’s position.


Often mistaken for a policeman due to his height and bolt-upright gait, Harry Senior became well known in the town through his twin roles. Family trips on foot became a slow procession as people would hail him in the street and stop for a chat – more often than not about football.


Young Harry was, by his own admission, ‘weaned on football’. His first encounters as a spectator would have been the tough, uncompromising world of pit football at Chilton. He learned from his father that there could be no glamour without hard graft; as he basked in the glory of Everton’s 1963 League Championship success he would recall the ethos that his father had instilled in him:




There is no substitute for courage. That is my firm belief, it always has been. It is essential in modern football. Everybody connected with a big soccer club must have it, from the chairman to the lowliest boot boy. Of course you need skill, but no amount of skill can ever compensate for a lack of courage.





Harry remembered being a child of nine or ten in Stockport, sitting in the corner of the dressing room at Edgeley Park, meeting the players and taking in the match-day sights, sounds and smells. As he progressed through St Matthew’s School, it was clear that he had inherited his father’s footballing genes. He appeared for Brinksway in the Junior Organising Committee League and in 1934, aged 14, he was selected for Stockport Schoolboys who that season won the Cheshire Schools Shield. Interestingly, Harry played at centre-half – his father’s position – in the cup campaign. In the final, a 2–1 victory, his deep-lying position did not prevent him from scoring with a long-range shot past the sun-blinded Ellesmere Port goalkeeper. Harry eventually moved to outside-right and then centre-forward as his physique developed to a modest 5ft 9in, weighing just under 12 stone. By his 15th birthday he was representing Brinksway in the Youth Organising Committee League – netting 73 times in one season. Harry would occasionally turn out for Ward Street Old Boys Reserves, a team with links to the Boys’ Brigade. The local press reported on one such appearance with the headline ‘Catterick’s Goal Lust’ – he had hit five in a 13–1 thrashing of Marple’s Rose Hill ‘B’.


Such was his progress that Harry joined Cheadle Heath Nomads. The Nomads were affiliated to Cheadle Heath Sports Club and played in the Lancashire and Cheshire League. Local press reports documented Harry’s goalscoring feats, which included frequent braces and hat-tricks against the likes of Old Glossopians.


Harry Senior, although no doubt revelling in his son’s sporting development, ensured that Harry Junior had a trade to fall back on. He would tell his son: ‘You’ve got to make as good a life as you can for yourself.’ Thus in July 1934 the 14-year-old started a six-year apprenticeship at the Mirrlees Bickerton and Day plant in nearby Hazel Grove; ‘Mirrlees’ was an engineering firm specialising in the manufacture of diesel engines for marine and industrial use. Harry would earn 11 shillings per week rising (with increments on each birthday) to £1.15s.6d by the time the apprenticeship ended in 1940. Harry is believed to have made a number of appearances for the works football team during his time on the payroll.


By the age of 16, Harry was attracting the attention of local professional football clubs. Stockport County hoped that family links might entice him to sign on at Edgeley Park, but his likeliest destination appeared to be either of the Mancunian football powerhouses, United or City. Louis Rocca, United’s scout, was keen to bring Harry to Old Trafford but City stole a march, signing Harry on amateur Manchester League forms. It came as a shock to most observers, therefore, when it was announced on 3 March 1937 that 17-year-old Harry Catterick would be joining the Merseyside giants, Everton Football Club.




CHAPTER TWO


SCHOLAR AT THE SCHOOL OF SCIENCE


THE REASON for Harry signing with a team 40 miles away, when there were suitors on his doorstep, lay in family connections. Charlie Gee was a Stockportborn centre-half who had been coached by Harry Senior as he came up through the County youth ranks in the late 1920s. Such was Gee’s impact upon breaking into the first team in 1929 that First Division suitors were immediately making frequent scouting visits to Edgeley Park. When the hard-up Hatters were obliged to cash in during the 1930 close season, Harry Senior encouraged Gee to choose Everton. Within a year Gee was a regular in the Goodison Park outfit’s first XI seeking promotion back to the top flight, and a year later he was a full England international. In 1937 the time came for Gee to return the favour to the Cattericks. Aware of young Harry’s promise, Gee recommended him to Everton’s secretary, Theo Kelly. According to Harry’s memoir, Gee ‘painted golden pictures of life at Goodison Park’ to the Catterick family. The sales pitch was successful and Gee was present as Harry and his parents signed the registration forms, with Kelly, at Edgeley Conservative Club.


Harry had initially joined the Merseysiders as an amateur on Liverpool Combination forms. Thrown into the A team (the club’s third team), he scored goals in the County Combination against B.I. Social and South Liverpool Reserves. Impressed, the club moved swiftly to secure his services on a professional basis. Everton offered Harry terms of £3 per week in the season and £2 during the summer break with a signing-on bonus of £5. The board also agreed to grant Cheadle Heath Sports Club £10 in lieu of a transfer fee; a further donation of £25 was made in 1946. The contract was on a part-time basis due to Harry’s ongoing five-year engineering apprenticeship with Mirrlees – Harry Senior remained resolute that his son should see through his studies and have a safety net should his football dreams be shattered.


Everton had been dubbed ‘The School of Science’ after the former Derby County player and journalist Steve Bloomer observed, ‘We owe a great deal to Everton. No matter where they play, and no matter whether they are well or badly placed in the table, they always manage to serve football of the highest scientific order. Everton always worship at the shrine of craft and science and never do they forget the standard of play they set out to achieve.’ The School of Science tag would sometimes be an albatross around the neck of the club in later, leaner times, but in 1937 they had won four league titles and two FA Cups, and were established as one of England’s leading clubs alongside the likes of Arsenal, Aston Villa, Sunderland and Liverpool.


First and foremost in the public’s consciousness was record-breaking scorer, and living football legend, William Ralph ‘Dixie’ Dean. Dean was, by the time of Harry’s arrival, in the twilight of his top-flight playing career as injuries, advancing age and disagreements with Everton secretary Theo Kelly took their toll. The goalscoring prodigy Tommy Lawton had been acquired from Burnley in 1936 as heir-apparent to Dixie, while Robert ‘Bunny’ Bell provided solid competition for the centre-forward position. The squad was also peppered with household names such as Joe Mercer, Cliff Britton, Ted Sagar and Billy Cook.


With such talent in depth it was clear that Harry, still rough around the edges, would continue to learn his trade away from the first team. At A-team level he made an immediate impact, scoring 23 goals in his first full season including two hat-tricks and a five-goal haul against Haydock Athletic. His goalscoring form led to a breakthrough into the reserves – scoring twice on his Central League debut at Manchester United in November 1937. Fittingly, Charlie Gee was also in the team that day and laid on one of the goals. The reserves, who won the Central League that season, contained a mix of promising youngsters and star names such as Albert Geldard, ‘Jock’ Thomson, Alex Stevenson, Stan Bentham, Jimmy ‘Nat’ Cunliffe and Torry Gillick. Harry would play a handful of non-competitive games with, and train alongside, Lawton and Dean. This gave him the opportunity to observe and learn from them at close quarters; speaking to the author and journalist John Roberts in 1977 he compared the two forwards:




I had watched Billy Dean playing in the Lancashire area since I was about twelve years of age. There was no doubt in terms of heading a ball I have seen no-one like him. He always had time. Tom Lawton was a truly great header of the ball but in that particular skill he did not match up to Billy; with Deany it was only a flick of the head and it was in the back of the net. Tom Lawton was in a tighter era, the game had tightened up defensively so it was more difficult. As an overall player he may have been a bit better but when it came to heading – Deany was the best.





The 1938/39 season saw Everton win their fifth league title, with Lawton’s 34 league goals firing the team to glory. A bright future for the Toffees seemed to beckon but, as was the case when the club won the title in 1914/15, war would stymie the momentum and have a catastrophic impact on the careers of many of the footballers.


Pre-season preparations for the following season were overshadowed by the looming conflict in Europe – neighbours Liverpool had joined the Territorial Army en-masse in anticipation of war being declared. Nonetheless the season kicked off at Goodison on 26 August – a 1–1 draw with Brentford. After a mid-week victory over Aston Villa, the following Saturday’s match at Ewood Park, in which Lawton scored in a third consecutive fixture, was to be the last Football League match for seven years. By then Nazi Germany had invaded Poland, obliging Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain to declare war on the Axis powers on Sunday 3 September. An emergency meeting of the League Management Committee, chaired by Everton’s Will Cuff, led to the indefinite suspension of domestic competitive football.


Looking back with John Roberts, Harry believed the tumultuous world events broke up a team that would have gone on to collect further honours: ‘They always played, to my mind, a very good style of football. I think the team that won the 1939 championship would have gone on to win two or three more had it not been for the war. There were so many good players.’


Everton’s players were fortunate that, uniquely, their club paid up their contracts – elsewhere contracts were summarily terminated with no payment. Players would be obliged to join the forces or seek alternative employment until such time as peace was restored. Everton’s T.G. Jones, doyen of defenders and known as ‘The Prince of Centre-Halves’, went to work in an aircraft factory while Charlie Gee became a demolition worker with the Air Raid Precautions organisation before training as a schoolteacher.


The clamour for the return of football came from supporters, clubs and businesses. Future Everton chairman E. Holland Hughes, secretary of the Pools Promoters Association, lobbied hard for a resumption of football fixtures – as an interim measure the pools coupons were featuring Irish matches. Soon friendlies and exhibition matches were being arranged in areas deemed to be safe from bombing. One such fixture was a 4–1 Everton victory in a Merseyside derby at Goodison. Fundraising games were arranged, including one in aid of the Red Cross hosted by Everton between a Football League XI and an ‘All-British’ team. By October the Wartime League had been established consisting of ten regional divisions; Everton were placed in the ‘West’ section alongside the likes of Stockport County, Liverpool, Manchester United, Manchester City, New Brighton, Tranmere Rovers, Stoke City and Chester. A Football League War Cup was established in lieu of the FA Cup, with regional sections feeding into a national final. A year later the ten leagues were consolidated into two: the Northern Regional League and the Southern Regional League. A ‘League West’ was added in 1943.


Wartime league football was austere, with neglected stadiums, cabbage-patch pitches and poor attendances as so many young men were working flat-out in factories and pits or serving in the armed forces. That said, the sport played a significant role in boosting morale; in some respects wartime was English football’s ‘finest hour’. At Everton Theo Kelly, Harry Cooke, Gordon Watson and others played a heroic role in keeping the club functioning – even creating a night-watch rota to ensure that Goodison did not succumb to incendiary bombs. In 1940 Cooke and E. Storey were praised by the Everton board for having dealt with 59 incendiary devices in the environs of Goodison Park; Goodison was damaged by an explosive bomb just once, getting off lightly in comparison to the likes of Old Trafford.


Due to the difficulties of travel and players serving in the forces or other occupations, clubs would struggle to field their regular line-ups. ‘Guesting’ became commonplace; players billeted in an area would be asked by nearby clubs to make up the numbers. Intended to assist clubs in dire straits, the system would be abused, with clubs bidding for the services of available star names to boost gate receipts. Everton were lucky in that their depth of resources meant they rarely required guests, indeed they provided a rich seam of talent for more needy teams; it was reported that on one Saturday in October 1939 no fewer than 21 Everton players were turning out for teams up and down the country.


The outbreak of war would ultimately prove detrimental to many football careers yet, paradoxically, it offered a short-term boost for Harry. Still based and working in Stockport, he struggled to make it to Goodison Park on a regular basis. Although called up to the RAF, most likely at a nearby location such as RAF Handforth 61 MU stores and maintenance facility, Harry was swiftly demobbed and assigned to a reserved occupation. He would use his recently acquired engineering skills at the Mirrlees plant, where he was by now earning £3.13s.0d per week. A number of Harry’s contemporaries, notably Tommy Lawton, recalled criticism for failing to fight on the front line, but Harry never went on record about his experiences. Everton’s loss would be Stockport’s gain as County enlisted Harry whenever he was unable to travel to Goodison or was deemed surplus to the Toffees’ requirements. In fact he would make his Hatters’ debut before his Everton bow, facing a Stoke City team including Stanley Matthews on 28 October 1939. Despite falling to a 4–2 defeat at the Victoria Ground, the Stockport Advertiser hailed the immediate impression made by the teenager: ‘Young Harry Catterick is a decided acquisition and he gave the best centre-forward display I have seen in years.’


As the war progressed the Stockport press hailed the local lad as the best leader of the line since Alf Lythgoe in his pomp, a decade earlier. Despite never playing for them in peacetime football, Stockport County historians credit him with being one of the club’s most effective ever forwards. He would go on to live in Stockport for the entirety of his playing career. Being a private man, Harry liked to maintain a division between his work and home life; even in later years as a football manager he kept all his banking in the town as he knew how people could gossip.


As Tommy Lawton was called up as an instructor in the Army PT Corps and billeted to Aldershot, first-team opportunities began to arise for Harry at Everton. In Lawton’s absence Harry made his Everton first-team bow in a 2–2 draw with Manchester City on 9 March 1940 before scoring his first goal a week later in a 5–0 rout of Chester FC.


Away from work and sport, Harry married Margery Robinson at Cheadle Parish Church in July 1941. His best man was Grimsby Town’s Fred Howe, who had been guesting with Harry for County. Howe was another footballing ‘Stopfordian’ – a native of Stockport – but in contrast to Harry he had forged his career on the red half of Merseyside. Margery worked at the nearby Cadbury factory but in her leisure time was a keen hockey player with Cheadle Heath; it is reasonable to assume that the couple met through their sporting interests. The newlyweds, after a brief honeymoon in Harrogate, would live on Dale Street in Edgeley; the marriage would last fourteen years and produce two daughters.


Growing up in the late 1940s and early 50s the girls would watch Harry and Margery play tennis at Edgeley’s municipal park, close to the family home. Daughter Joyce recalls that for Harry there was always a ‘correct’ way of doing something – be it holding a racquet, swinging a golf club or rowing a boat – and he ensured that they were taught it. Harry was also a good cricketer and golfer, although Joyce recalls that the latter was not encouraged by football clubs as there was a belief that it ‘slowed’ players. Although not really interested in the social side of the game, Harry would get up early and play a few holes at Davenport Golf Club. He would frequently take the girls to school before training and during the close season the girls would be taken out of school early for their summer holidays.


The 1942/43 season kicked off with Harry lining up against Everton in the red of Manchester United, scoring in a 2–2 draw. He had jumped at the opportunity to turn out for United on five occasions, playing alongside future Everton manager Johnny Carey:




What an experience, playing alongside magnificent soccer craftsmen: Breedon, Griffiths, Redmond, Bert Whalley, Bill Porter, McKay, Bryant, Johnny Morris, John Carey, Stan Pearson and Jack Rowley. How could anyone fail to learn from these supreme players.





In July 1943 Harry’s father was appointed manager of Stockport County, a position he would hold until the end of the war when Bob Marshall returned from a period in the army and subsequently working in an aircraft factory. Catterick Senior would manage Catterick Junior on 42 occasions. For reasons unclear Harry would also make a solitary goalscoring appearance for Hartlepools United against Sunderland in October 1944.


In the final two seasons of the wartime league Harry was able to become a regular starter again with his parent club – often in place of the unavailable Tommy Lawton. A highlight was a hat-trick in a 7–1 defeat of Blackpool on Boxing Day 1945. The ‘make do and mend’ approach needed to keep wartime football going was never better illustrated than when Harry’s two principal clubs met at Goodison Park in front of 8,699 spectators shortly before Christmas 1944. ‘Pilot’ (Don Kendall, who would handle some of Everton’s press affairs in the 1950s and 60s) of the Evening Express bore witness:




Stockport County not only arrived late for today’s match with Everton at Goodison Park but were three players short. They had to borrow from Everton, Catterick to lead the attack and Bentham to play left back. In addition they enlisted the services of a soldier, Michael Murphy, who had come to watch the game as a spectator. Murphy, who played at outside right, was a South Liverpool reserve player before the war, but this was his first war-time club game. Hill, the County inside right, only came out of the mines at 12.30 today having gone on the 4 a.m. shift; Cleave, a repatriated prisoner-of-war, was at centre half. Had it not been for the quick thinking and industry of Mr Theo Kelly we might not have had any match… it was Kelly who got the necessary registration forms for Murphy to sign and who in the end dashed to the microphone to announce the team changes. It was the typical ‘Kelly touch’.





An interesting footnote was that a month later Everton travelled to Edgeley Park for a cup fixture, and this time Harry played for Everton, scoring against his father’s team. ‘Just another of those wartime curiosities,’ as Pilot aptly put it.


On 27 January 1945 Harry lined up for County again against The Toffees in a Northern Cup fixture. The game, played in Arctic conditions, was most notable for Tommy Lawton scoring his 400th senior peacetime and wartime goal. Harry would grab Stockport’s consolation goals in a 9–2 romp but he’d have another reason to remember the game with less affection than Lawton. In the freezing conditions, with no baths available, a plaster over a cut on his thigh could not be removed and septicaemia set in. His condition was described in the press as ‘touch and go’ and, in an era just before the widespread availability of penicillin, ‘May and Baker’ sulfapyridine tablets were administered. Harry pulled through and returned to action for County on 17 March, scoring four goals in a hammering of Manchester City. Four days later he was playing for Everton in a Merseyside derby.




CHAPTER THREE


STARTING OVER – THE POST-WAR YEARS


IN MAY 1945, Germany surrendered following the fall of Berlin. However, with Britain still in a parlous state, and hostilities ongoing in the Far East, the wartime league’s structure continued for one further season.


In the final season of regional leagues Harry was able to focus on Everton, for whom he hit 26 goals in 28 league and cup appearances, and only turned out twice for County. Sadly he was again hampered by illness and injury: having recovered from a bout of flu he succumbed, again, to blood poisoning – this time in his arm. On this occasion the bout was less serious and he managed to play through the pain, as Pilot described when reporting for the Evening Express on a victory over Newcastle:




Everton had an unknown hero in their latest championship quest victory… This was Harry Catterick, their 25-year-old centre-forward and one of the inside trio whose value in the market is more than £25,000. Only a player with as big a heart as Catterick would have played at all. Six days before Harry contracted blood-poisoning in an arm and was under continuous treatment. Despite this handicap, however, Catterick insisted on playing, but only after trainer Mr Harry Cooke had made special business to protect the arm. Mr Cooke did a grand job and I am certain that not one of the 54,700 spectators knew that Catterick was operating under such a handicap. Certainly the centre-forward went into every tackle with all his balance unaffected – proved by the magnificent manner in which he took his goal late on – a splendid drive right along the ground.





A week later he sustained another injury in a match against Sheffield Wednesday and Pilot, once more, praised his fortitude:




Only ‘guts’ enabled him to carry on at outside right in the second half. Catterick’s poisoned arm was still troubling him and the kick under the knee was so severe that he could not walk after getting out of the bath and had to be driven to the station in a director’s car. Harry was walking with a stick when Secretary-Manager Mr. Kelly went to see him yesterday. I say, after deep consideration, that had Catterick been at centre-forward all through Everton would have won well.





Competitive domestic football finally returned on 5 January 1946 with the resumption of the FA Cup. After seven years in the wartime school of hard knocks, Harry was determined to make up for lost time and seize the opportunity to be the club’s peacetime centre-forward. However, the lack of top-class action and coaching in the preceding years had undoubtedly stunted his development, added to which his appalling luck with injuries meant he would not fulfil the potential that had been evident when he joined Everton in 1937.


Though no world-beater, Harry was a competent top-flight player who was unlucky to be judged in the context of his illustrious Everton forebears rather than on his own merits. The journalist Len Capeling recalls interviewing Tommy Lawton and suggesting that Harry was a limited player: ‘I had this in my head that he was not a very good player just like Alex Ferguson and some other top managers. I was fortunate enough to meet Tommy towards the end of his life, living in Nottingham, and I ventured this opinion of Catterick. Tommy had the opposite opinion, he thought Catterick was not a bad player and was not thought of as a good centre-forward as he had come after two greats. He felt that he’d had a bad press and was a decent centre-forward.’


As a teenager, Everton supporter Ray Terry watched a lot of Everton’s wartime fixtures in which Harry led the attack, or played in a wider role if Lawton was in the side: ‘My recollections of Harry as a player are that he was fast, fearless, never shirked a tackle and had good ball control but limited heading ability. I suppose he suffered somewhat from being a contemporary of Tommy Lawton, who was a big man and a very accomplished footballer.’


The shock departure of Tommy Lawton to Chelsea, due to marital problems, was Harry’s gain as secretary-manager Theo Kelly handed him a long-awaited competitive debut in a two-legged tie against Preston North End (this season was the only time in the FA Cup’s history that two-legged ties have been used). At right-half on the opposing side was a player named in the Evening Express as ‘Willie Shankly’; the man subsequently better known as ‘Bill’ had only been demobbed the previous day. Harry did not disappoint, channelling six years of frustration to notch a debut goal in a man-of-the-match performance. He was on hand to fire into the roof of the net when Preston’s goalkeeper, Fairbrother, failed to collect a Wally Boyes cross. Pilot was effusive in his praise for Harry in the Evening Express:




HEROIC CATTERICK


Pilot’s Log


Of all the Everton players who trudged through the sticky Deepdale mud I thought Harry Catterick stood out on his own. Yes, and the fact that Harry failed three times in the last four minutes with only Fairbrother to beat did not cause me to change my opinion that in Catterick, Everton have a great leader in his ability and enthusiasm.


Do you know why Catterick missed those openings which would have given Everton a nice lead? Well, Fairbrother’s cunning in narrowing the shooting space, and more important, the fact that for 85 minutes Catterick had been subjected to the toughest buffeting I have seen for a long time. Harry was bumped by everything and everybody, but he still battled on to the last gasp of his endurance. And it shows the wonderful spirit of Catterick when I tell you that as soon as he got into the dressing-room after the game Harry said, ‘Sorry, boys, that I missed those chances.’ No excuses, no alibis, just a genuine expression of regret. Yet Catterick, as he was assured quickly by his colleagues, need have no cause for regret. He did all that was humanly possible and to my mind, he was something of the hero of the game.
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