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Characters







Gerry / Young Gerry


early sixties


Iggy / Young Iggy


early sixties


Dotty


twenty-five years old


John


sixteen years old





Setting


A table and two chairs in the middle of


an unfinished road. On a smaller table


are a tea urn, a bowl of sugar, a bottle of milk


and a polystyrene cup. There are shovels


about the place. Gerry and Iggy sit at the table


drinking large mugs of tea.






















Notes





When either Gerry or Iggy enter into their memories they do not become their younger selves. They are as they are now, men in their early sixties revisiting a moment in time.


 


Both Gerry and Iggy’s memories must have their own space on stage.


 


While a memory scene is taking place whoever is sitting at the table should continue to drink tea.


 


The choreography of getting tea is something to be decided in rehearsals.


 


A cup of tea costs 10p. The money is put in the polystyrene cup.
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The Absence of Women





The stage is in darkness.


Iggy say it


Gerry no


Pause.


Iggy it might be of use to ya at some stage a the game


Gerry i know what’s of use to me an what’s not


Iggy it’s a journey ya should make the effort to take


The lights slowly come up on Gerry and Iggy.


Gerry have you made it


Iggy no


Gerry well then you look after yer journeys an i’ll look after mine


Iggy that’s typical a you


Gerry that right


Iggy you make no effort to do anythin


Gerry are you there or are ya here with me – makin no effort to do anythin


Iggy typical


Gerry aye – typical a you always talkin – slabberin on an on 


Iggy i’ll stop then


Gerry no you won’t


Iggy a will


Gerry good


Iggy good – (Pause.) – angel


Gerry leave me alone


Iggy angel


Gerry why the fuck can’t you leave me alone


Iggy don’t know


Gerry take a deep breath count to ten an just stop yerself from talkin


Iggy angel – victoria line


Gerry east finchley – there you go – done it – angel to east finchley – done –right – no need for more


Iggy the journey – the route – the path – the whole thing


Gerry i don’t care


Iggy ya have to care – this is where we’re at – we need to know the routes


Gerry if a say it will ya leave me alone


Iggy no


Pause.


Gerry is this tea different from yesterday


Iggy everythin’s different from yesterday


Gerry nothin’s different from yesterday


Iggy except the tea 


Gerry is it


Iggy no


Gerry thought not


Iggy why’d you say


Gerry just in case a was wrong


Iggy right – angel – victoria line – i dug the victoria line – ya know that


Gerry yes i know it – a want to go back to belfast


Iggy fuck that


Gerry fuck you


Iggy always what you want


Gerry never what i want


Iggy angel – victoria line – kings cross – northern line – all northern line straight the way through from there


Gerry if you don’t leave me alone i’m goin to torture ya


Iggy what way


Gerry don’t know – i’ll find somethin


Iggy you couldn’t torture me anyway – haven’t got the stayin power for that


Gerry stayin power alright – still here an many’s a one isn’t – do ya think there was many at it


Iggy no – angel kings cross euston…


Gerry think there was any at it 


Iggy you should’ve been at it – angel kings cross euston camden town …


Gerry so should you


Iggy next time – angel kings cross euston camden town kentish town …


Gerry aye next time


Iggy typical – angel kings cross euston camden town kentish town tufnell park …


Gerry i like a good funeral


Iggy used to like a good funeral – angel kings cross euston camden town – kentish town tufnell park archway


Gerry aye – used to – when there was drink involved – you need drink at them types a things – hard goin without it


Iggy needs to be drink involved right enough – hard goin is right – angel kings cross euston camden town kentish town tufnell park archway highgate …


Gerry plenty a drink or plenty a people – one or the other – or both – both’s better


Iggy angel kings cross euston camden town kentish town tufnell park archway highgate east finchley – the cemetery


Gerry god bless wee jimmy – may his arse never feel the heat of a flame


Iggy wee jimmy – say it


Gerry you just said it 


Iggy what happens if i die


Gerry ya stop breathin the world keeps spinnin and time moves on


Iggy you’ll not know yer way


Gerry who says i’d want to go – no drink – no people – a don’t think so


Iggy fuck you


Pause.


Gerry wee jimmy – wha


Iggy drinkin paint thinners takes its toll


Gerry aye – he was good value for it though


Iggy good value for it – did ya ever graft with him


Gerry graft with him – no – don’t think he was at the buildin game – not sure what he did


Iggy never heard him mention it right enough


Gerry never really heard him mention anythin about graftin


Iggy no


Gerry decent man though


Iggy he was – decent wee man


Gerry belfast man – decent wee belfast man


Iggy he was – a dyin breed – not many of us left


Gerry bet ya there was no one at it


Iggy don’t be sayin that


Gerry me sayin it makes no difference to it happenin 


Iggy he had a woman once ya know


Gerry a woman – wee jimmy


Iggy aye – a women


Gerry he did his arse


Iggy he did


Gerry what ya call her


Iggy don’t know he never mentioned her name – think she was at the funeral


Gerry as much chance a her bein at it as anyone else


Iggy if we had’ve gone we might’ve met her


Gerry met her what way


Iggy met her – stood in front of her an talked to her – met her


Gerry aye – right enough – what was wee jimmy doin with a woman


Iggy not now – not now if it was now she’d be known to us – a long while back it was


Gerry a long while back – where’d he get her


Iggy where’d he get her – he won her in a fuckin raffle – where’d he get her – they used to drink together that’s where he got her


Gerry on the streets an that


Iggy started off on the streets – ended up they had a gaff of their own


Gerry didn’t know that now


Iggy she left him like 


Gerry an why wouldn’t she


Iggy it’s not what ya think


Gerry it’s always what ya think


Iggy she wanted some other geezer to move in with the two a them – wee jimmy told her to do one


Gerry move in what way


Iggy move right in – in completely


Gerry the whole shebang like


Iggy oh aye the whole shebang – wee jimmy said he couldn’t handle it


Gerry no – difficult stuff alright


Iggy he told me he wasn’t sure whether he was in love with her or not ya see


Gerry he said that – wee jimmy


Iggy aye – he said because he wasn’t sure about that he thought that a threesome maybe wasn’t the right way to go


Gerry a threesome what way


Iggy he never said – you’d imagine the normal way


Gerry aye right enough


Iggy after she left he gave the flat away


Gerry no good on yer own


Iggy out on the gargle this day – met some geezer just arrived from belfast – not a sausage on him – jimmy told him the story about yer women and the threesome – jimmy said yer man told him the same thing happened to him back in belfast – but it wasn’t a threesome 


Gerry a foursome – like golf


Iggy
 no – his girl had wanted her ma to move in with them


Gerry three – that’s a threesome


Iggy aye but fuck – not the same territory as wee jimmy is it – anyway yer man from belfast left – he said he couldn’t take the keys of the flat for nothin – and he had nothin to give him but he still wanted the flat – jimmy says he could fight him for it – yer man says aye – jimmy beat the fuck out a him an then gave him the keys a the flat an says there ya are kid


Gerry decent man


Iggy would you do that


Gerry beat the fuck out a someone an then give them a flat – certainly – stuck there on yer lonesome – mustard


Iggy no – share a woman


Gerry share a woman


Iggy aye


Gerry who with


Iggy i don’t know


Gerry with you


Iggy with anyone 


Gerry don’t know – that’s complex stuff – a mean – ya know – you’re talkin about complex stuff there


Dotty appears. She is clutching her handbag. Plucking up the courage to speak. In the distance – the Tennessee Waltz.


Iggy should’ve gone to the funeral – maybe wee jimmy’s girl was there


Gerry nobody there – women are all nuts anyway


Iggy she might’ve been alright


Gerry mad – all a them


Dotty hello


Gerry moves into the scene.


A bar. A pint of Guinness.


Young Gerry alright


Dotty are you alone


Young Gerry aye


Dotty i’m with friends – they’re all …


Young Gerry do ya want …


Dotty yes


Young Gerry a drink


Dotty sorry – i thought you meant a dance


Young Gerry no


Dotty i have a drink thank you – all my friends are up dancing – by themselves – not with men – not that time yet – the time when the men start doing the asking 


Young Gerry
 no


Dotty they say it’s better fun dancing by themselves – i don’t think it is – what do you think


Young Gerry a wouldn’t know


Dotty i don’t normally do this


Young Gerry what


Dotty talk to strangers – it’s just you were standing all alone – and i thought


Young Gerry aye – sure no harm done


Dotty do you want me to move back to where i was


Young Gerry why would a want that


Dotty i just thought – the way you – it doesn’t matter


Young Gerry alright then


Dotty boiling in here isn’t it – all the dancing


Young Gerry it’s been colder


Dotty maybe cooler outside


Young Gerry i imagine it might be


Dotty where are you from


Young Gerry belfast – workin on the roads – all over – england – ya know – no matter where you go there’s a road – an if there’s not there soon will be


Dotty i come from around here


Young Gerry handy enough then 


Dotty handy enough


Young Gerry for here – handy enough for here


Dotty i don’t come here that often


Young Gerry right


Dotty too handy maybe – i’ve lived here all my life – i work here – that’s why i don’t you know


Young Gerry aye


Dotty so you dig the roads


Young Gerry aye


Dotty i work in a shop – my name is dorothy – dotty


Young Gerry dorothy dotty


Dotty just dotty


Young Gerry gerry – i’m gerry


He shakes her hand. Formal. Awkward.


Dotty belfast – i went out with an irishman once – he ended up forgetting i was there – some women seem alright with that – i don’t think i’m one of them – his name was dessie – dessie and dotty – there’s a nice fancy restaurant beside where i work – I thought it would be nice if we had a meal together – he ate the way all big men do – woofed it down – then he sat and watched me eat – didn’t say much – we went for a drink afterwards – a pub around the corner from here – he went up to the bar to get a drink and met another fella from where he was in ireland – the two of them just started talking away – he just forgot i was there – at first i thought he’ll only be a few minutes – i could see him talking and laughing – then as time went on i thought he’s just being polite and he can’t get away – then i realised he’d forgotten i was there – i walked home on my own – i thought i’m never going to let that happen again – i made a special effort that night – new dress – my best make-up – i pictured him at closing time turning around and looking at an empty chair and thinking where’s your woman gone – he hadn’t forgotten i was there – he just didn’t care whether i was there or not – it would’ve been better him forgetting rather than not caring at all 
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