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SYNOPSIS




In this satirical tale, Machado de Assis reinvents the creation of the world by attributing it to the Devil, who shapes the Earth with ambition and irony. In an attempt to repeat his symbolic triumph, he sends the serpent to offer the dreaded apple to Adam and Eve, and in a surprising gesture, both refuse the temptation, deviating from the expected script. This humorous biblical parody, told during a dinner party, completely reshapes the contours of human history, generating great curiosity among its listeners.
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NOTICE




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given the evolution in social norms and in our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Names from foreign languages will be preserved in their original form, with no translation.




 








Adam and Eve




 




A

lady from a sugar mill in Bahia, in the 1700s, having some close friends at her

table, announced to one of the guests, a great glutton, a certain special preserve.

He immediately wanted to know what it was; the lady of the house called him

curious. That was all it took; soon everyone was discussing whether it was male

or female, and whether the responsibility for the loss of paradise should fall

on Eve or Adam. The ladies said Adam, the men said Eve, except for the royal

magistrate, who said nothing, and Friar Bento, a Carmelite, who, when

questioned by the hostess, Mrs. Leonor:




“I,

my lady, play the viola,” he replied with a smile; and he was not lying, for he

was as distinguished in the viola and the harp as he was in theology.




When

consulted, the royal magistrate replied that there was no basis for an opinion,

because things in the Garden of Eden happened differently from what is

recounted in the first book of the Pentateuch, which is apocryphal. There was

general astonishment and laughter from the Carmelite, who knew the magistrate

as one of the most pious men in the city, and knew that he was also jovial and

inventive, and even a friend of the harmless tricks, as long as they were

courteous and delicate; in serious matters, he was very serious.
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